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This is an interview with Mrs, Irene Broh of 629 1llth Avenue,
Mrs. Broh was born November 20, 1880, Tcday is November 19, 197k,
and my name is Elizabeth Ann Smarr,

Elizabath Ann Smarr (hereinafter referred te as EAS): Now, Mrs. Broh,
uh, where were you born?

Mrs, Rreh (hereinafter referred to as IDB): St. Louls, Missouri,.

EAS: In St. Leouis, Missouri., And what were your parents' names?

IDB: Sarah and S--my mothert!s name was Sarah Tobias, her maiden
n‘me' T-O-B-I-A_Sc ° .

EAS: Um hum.

IDB: My father was Simeon Drukker, D-R-U-K-K-E-R.
EAS: Right, and. . .

IDB: Beth were born in this eountry.

EAS: Right.

IDB: My mother was born in New York, my father was boran 1im
St. Louis, Missouri.

EAS: And, uh, you, uh, had three sisters, you say?

IDB: Yes.

EXS: And what were their names?

IDB: Mrs., Albert Mendolschn. . .oh, do you want their first names?

EAS: Um hum.

IDB: Greaee, Grace Mendolsen of Cleveland, Bess Miehael. . .ne. . ,
Bess Cafarelll of Teaneck, New Jersey., . .

EAS: Cafarelli, is 1t sound, . .
IDB: Cafarelli,.

EAS: Spelled like you. . .it sounds?
IDB: C-A-F-A-R-E-L-L-I. Cafarelli,.
EAS: Cafarelli,

IDB: He was an Italian artist,

=il=
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Um bhum,

The last sister was Edna Michaels.
Um, very. . .

M-A. . .you have that, Michaels.
Michaels, like, uh. . .

Yes, uh huh.

And, uh, which. . .and, what, Grace was older than you?

Yes.

And the other two were., .,

Were rcunger,

Right.

Uh huh.

Now, you mentioned that your iother was a suffragist.

Yes., Absolutely. My mother was an organizer of fra. . .
suffrage clubs as far back as I can remember. In 1900

I was graduated from high school and I remember that year
that Susan B. Antheny came to Cincinnati to form a suffrage
group, and, I told you this before, the mayor refused to
introduce her. . -,

Ha ha,

But they did get someone to introduce her and after that
my mother helped to organize the Harriet Maylor Upton
Suffrage Club, the Twentieth Century Suffrage Club, and
the Sarah T. Drukker Suffrage Club. They were all small
groups in Cineinnatl who were working for the vote,

Right. Uh, besides the vote, what else were they working,
you know, to improve, ah, . .,

No. o, o
Just fcr the,.

They, ah, they didn't go into anything else bes€ause the
vote was the important thing, and they felt if they once
got the vote they could improve things. They could go
to the legislature and present bills, and they could go
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down to the council in cities, and we're citizens now,
we have a vote., . .

EAS: Right,

IDB: Before they were, . .paid no attention. They laughed
at ten,

EAS: So you felt if you had the vote you ecould get other things
done,

IDB: Absclutely. Women would be citizens and there were plenty
of work to do, but they had to wait until they got the
vote.

EAS: Right, um, uh, you mentioned your mother went to, um, uh,
Cleveland?

IDB: Columbus.
EAS: Oh, Columbus?
IDB: Yes.

EAS: To. .

IDB: That was before they had the vote. That was, must have
been about 19. . .I guess 5 or s--around the time I was
married,

EAS: And this. . .
IDB: 1905.
EAS: This was to get ladies. . .

IDB: To get a couch, or an easy chair, and a room set aside in
the factories which were coming into existence all over
the country, and to provide a room where the women could
rest when they were feeling bad or had cramps or had a
headache or something. There was no place, they used to
lay them on the floor and put a coat over them or something
until they felt better. So they introduced this ®ill
whickh was passed, l--and my. . .uh. . .the women introduced
it. The suffrage leaders. . .

EAS: Um.
IDB: But they didn't have a vote then, but the men listened

to them, and they decided it was a good idea, so they
voted that 1in their legislature to do 1it.
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Right. Um, you said, uh, your mother knew 3usan B. Anthony,
and, . .

I knew her teo.
Ok, you kaew har tee?

Yes. Oh, yes, I wor, . .I r--remembsr her very well, and
my mether was very friemndly with her too. She came te
Cilncinmati this time to orgamize this--that was leag before
I was married.

Right. Uh, when did yeu first get involved with the me. . .
with the suffrage mevemeant? In. . .

Well, uk, net really involved until I. . .uh, 1915 here

in Huntingten when I or. . .uh, I woen't say I. . .Mrs,
Frank Mann, I told you thess ladies, helped organize --

we got together and organized this little suffrage club.
Uh, Miz Harvey sald., . .are. . .is this all being recorded?

Yes matam,

Ha, ha, I rattle on so, cause Mrs. Harvey said to me,
"Why wasn't I ever invited to join that suffrage club?"
And I said, "We didn't go around hunting women, we waited
for them to come to say, 'T belisve in. . .women should
vote and I want to join your group,'"

Right.
And =he taught at the time at Marshall,

Um hum. And, uh, well, we--well, you wers brought up,
then In a home of--where women's suffrage. . .

Uh, absolutely. In a home where I heard suffrage all the
time and my mother used to take me to meetings.

When you were. . .

And, uh, a little girl. My sisters, the two of--little
ones were too young, the older one was very much interested
1n golng to Cincinnati University and getting her degree

so she could teach school, becauss, uh. . .ah. . .none. . .
uh, she could teach., Married women couldn't get a job.
There was no such thing as a married teacher. They were
all single women.,

Yes, T remember reading, uh, in a FParmer's Almanac of the
rules set down for teachers,
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IDB: Yeah, no married women, women's place was in the home.
And by tbe way, the =logan that I tr--couldn't remember
last week was "Women's Place Is In The House Of Delegates."
EAS: 0Oh, /laughter 7 this is your, ah, slogan for your, ah. . .
IDB: Well, this was the slogan that one--a lady here that, ah,
on the Publishing Company, advanced here in Huntington.

She had the slogan all around at this NOW Convention that
was here,

EAS: Oh,
IDB: That was, ah, a few months ago. And her, ah, instead of
a woman's place is in the home she had "Women's Place Is

In The House" and underneath she had "Of Delsgates.,"
[/ laughter 7 I thought that was cute.

EAS: Yes, it is. It sort of parodies what the men keep saying.

IDB: Women's place was in the home, and no married woman got
a job of any kind,

EAS: They were supposed to be in the house, . ,

IDB: Take care of their families and their children and be
satisfied.

EAS: That sounds--and if you didn't have any children or, or,
ah, they were all grown up and moved away and. . .this. . .

IDB: They re--usually didn't live that long.
EAS: True.
IDB: They died earlier.

EAS: Right. Uh, we--lets see now, did you, uh, marry your husband,
when did you. . .

IDB: 1905,

EAS: 1905. Where was. . .

IDB: Cinclnnati.

EAS: In Cincinnati. And what was his full name?

IDB: Eph Broh, E-P, . .Ephraim, E-P-H-R-A-I-M. Ephraim Broh,

EAS: Ephraim Broh. And how many children did you have?



IDB: Just the three sons.

EAS: Three sons, and what were the--what are their names?

IDB: A, D. Dolf. . .

EAS: Um hum,

IDB: Charles and K. Henry Broh, all living right here in Huntington.
EAS: All 1live here. And, uh, when did you first come to Huntington?

IDB: Well, I came about 1903 to visit my prospective sister-
in-law who 1ived hers.

EAS: Um hum,

IDB: I really wasn't engaged but we were courting / laughter 7,
and, uh, there was to be a wedding here in town, and Louie,
my husband's sister invited me. They knew that, uh, he
had serious_intentions as they used to say in those days
/ laughter 7,

EAS: So they knew he had intentions, . .

IDB: And, uh, so they, she invited me to come up here, and I
came up on the, on a boat from Cincinnati.

EAS: On a regular steamboat?
IDB: A st--a, a freighter,
EAS: A fréighter?

IDB: A frelghter stopped at Pertsmouth and Ironton and Middlesburg
and in Kentucky, uh, uh, A--what's that town before Ashland?

EAS: Catlettsburg?

IDB: Huh?

EAS: Was it Catlettsburg?
IDB: Before that.

EA3: Before then.

IDB: The, uh, . .

EAS: Can't remember.

IDB: All along the road, we stopped every hour to take, uh,
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things off, freight, and to put some back on, and all night
long, and it took from four o'clock in the afternoon until
ten o'clock the next morning to get here on the boat,.

EAS: Oh, dear, whereas if they had just gone up *the river, you
know, without ~topning. . .

IDB: Well, but, that w--boat, you know, we just went for a,
a cousin went along, a cousin of my husband's and I both

came together and we s--thought it would be, ah, really. . .
a lark to come up on the boat,

EAS: Right, and uh, so that was the first time you came to
Huntington.

IDB: And the first time I ever came to Huntington and I stayed
here a couple of months and go engaged here.

EAS: 0h?
IDB: That is, formally announced our engagement.

EAS: Right, uh, when did you first move here, you and your

husband?
IDB: 1909.
EAS: 1909.
IDB: Yes.

EAS: And, uh, why, uh, you know, did you come to Huntingten?

IDB: Well, uh, that's a very sort of foolish story that don't
mean anything to the outside wcrld. My husband was in
the wholesale business, in a factory, Majestic Skirt
Company in Cincinnati, and it burnt down. There was a,
you remember when they used to give you premiums for these
co’fee roasting concerns, and, ah, up above his factery,
which w--ah,. . .bullding was about seven stories, and
about the sixth and seventh, his was on the fifth, and
about the sixth and seventh was this reasting, coffee
roasting concern, and one night the, uh, furnaces caught
on fire that were roasting the coffes, and his factory
was burat along with it, Everything, he lest everything.

EAS: Oh.

IDB: They did have a little insurance that covered so--a few
things but he wasn't well covered because there had been
a great deal of m--merchamdise by the helt come in te we
made up into skirts and suits, and he lost all that. Well,
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he was rather discouraged with the whole situation and it
was a case of start all over again, get a new location,

get a new factory start, or accept a job in Huntington
where his brother had this Broh Clothing Store and wanted
to move to Baltimore and came to Cincinnati and said,
"Instead of starting up another factory, how would you

like to come to Huntington and be the manager of my store?"
50 he, we talked it over and he said, "I would love it."

My breband was really a small man, a small town man. He
was born in Cynthiana, Kentucky, they lived in Mount Sterling,
he went, he was in business in Parkersburg, he was in
business in Akron, Ohio, all over the s--around area, and
he was really glad to get back into a retail store. He
eventually bought out the stere from his brother and then
we owned it,

EAS: Right. And, alright now, you said that one of the first
things that you did, you know, in, uh, the community when
you got here to Huntington was to improve, try and impreve
the conditions of a scheol house.

IDB: Well, that wasn't the fir--that was the first thing I did
but it wasn't when I first came here, because my oldest
chitd was only three years old and I didn't know how the
conditions of the schools until he was six and he started
to the Buffington Scheoel.

EAS: This would be in 1912,

IDB: And that was even before there was a Parent-Teacher's
Organization.

EAS:  Oh.

IDB: They d--it was in 1909, T don't know when the Parent-
Teachers was organized, but I think this was before that,
that, ah, as T told you all this last week,the, uh. . .
I didn't find out how terrible schools were 'til I took
my boy to school tc enter him in Buffington., Miss Wells,
Ernie Wells was his first grade teacher.

EAS: Oh, What, what was, you kn--your objections to the school?

IDB: Well, the school house was a horrible, first of all when
we walked in the front door, we, there was a door opening
In and immediately down into the basement which was foul
smelling and a little gas jet on the way down to light
the way, and dark and smelly and unsanitary conditions
down there, no fire escape, the doors, uh. . .worked in,
at that, around that time there had been that terrific
fire in Chicage where the children had all run--a fire
broke out in a school and the children, trying to get out,



TDB:

EAS:

IDB:

FAS:
IDB:

EAS:
1DB:
EAS:

IDB:

EAS:

IDB:

-9

ran to the door and werse piled up eizht, ten feet high
all suffocated and dead because the doers epened in
Iinstead of out., . .

Right.

I, you, you of course wouldn't remember that, but that's

in history, that terrible fire im Chicago. That changed

the conditions all over the country. School after schoel
were taking eff their doors and making 'em open out.

I know the schools today now open out.

All open out, and that was one of the things we insisted
on, and the fire escape which is still there, and a clean-
up, mostly to clean up the, uh, basement, make it sanitary,
put sanitary toilets in and electric lights in Buffington
School. That's all, we didn't go any further because

that was where my child was going.

Ah, were you by yourself or were there other women. , .

Well, Mrs. Douglas Brown, oh, yes, she was, she was the
wife of a very prominent lawyer, Douglas Brown, for many,
many years. She's probakly on record here in town. They,
well, Douglas, I think, still, I don't know if Douglas

or Camel, she had six children--John, who married a Reardon
girl from here, then Mrs. Hardy, she's still 1living, one

ef the oldest daughters., . .

Yeos.
There were two daughters and four sens.
Um,

And T think she had about three in the Buffingtoa Scheel,
and she lived on the corner, and she and I beth went down
to the Board of Education, to the council, te the mayer.
There was, I don't think there was a Board of Education,

I don't remember any of them. They had the mayor, you
went te the mayor for everything, and he said they had

no money, and we to--you know that!s what I teld you, they
sent me this letter, "You and that lady that came with

you will keep your mouths shut we'll fix up the school."

/ laughter 7

Right.

So they did,
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They, and, uh. . .

And that was the first active civic work I did iam Huntingten.
Right.

And that was three years after I goet here.

In 1912 that would be,

Yes, 1912,

Uh, now, now, you started th--your organizatien in 1915°?

Yes.

And, uh, who else, you know, were the ladies who h--were
with you in thig?

Well, uh, I told you T w--T forgot, I thought I'd go through
th--my box agaln and look for that letter but I doam't think
Jim sent it Back. There was, uh, Mrs, Frank Mann, she

was elected the first president at my home en Fifth Avenus,
we had called a meeting, and there was Helen Burks, uh,
Helen Wilson who was Helen Burks, Hite Compton's mother. . .

Right.

And Hite's Aunt Mary, Mary Burks--these were all very
prominent women in Huntington, in church work mostly
because they didn't, weren't recognized in, in polities,
And then there was a Mrs. Griswold and a Mrs. Greenwald,
and a Mrs. Venable. . .

Um hum.

I don't remembkber thelr first names, but I, they were all
down in this, there were about elght or ten. And while

we organlizéng, have a meeting the doorbell rang and I went
in, there was a beautiful woman, she said, "I'm Mrs. Goodman
and I live in Catlettsburg and read about the little notice
in the paper and I believe that womem should vote. May

I come in?" / laughter 7 From Catlettsburg! Well before
she left we made he promise that shetd go back there and
organize a 1little club in Catlettsburg.

Um hum, And so that's how you started, you advertised.
Yes, we had & notice in the paper that any woman imterested

in votes for womem would, uh., . .c--was welcome at a
meeting at my home on 7i--335 Fifth Avenue,
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Right. Um, new you say thess were all promineat women
in Huntingtoa?

Well, uh, they were highly educated, well-imformed wemen,
women who knew the score and what conditions were, however,
none of them have, had any, had taken the Initiative to
organize.

Right.

But when T, uh, put this, uh. . .Through Mrs. Mann, 1 think
it was, Miz Frank Mann--she i the mother-in-law of Mary
Shepp Mann.

Yes,

Mary Shepp mar-ied her son, the musician.
Right.

Uh hah.

Um hum., And, uh, yow did your husbands react to, well,
your husband. . .

My husband believed firmly as I did. He encouragsd me.
Now my father did not. My father thought it was terrible
that my mother was linked up with a lot of these cranks
and crazy women, dumbbells and oh, he was awfully. . .
but my father was a travelling man. Z—laughter_7

So when he was out of towm. . .

When he went out of town to sell caps, my mother took me
to the suffrage meetings. /“laughter /

Right. Ah, what about the other husbands of the other
women in your organization?

Well, Mr. Mann was living and Mrs., Wilson's huskand was
living, Mary Burks had never married, she was single, they
all bhad husbands. . .

Right.

And they all, all their husbands were, . .acquiesced on
the subject, they were all thinking like the women and
encouraged their wives to come to the meeting and organize.

Right. And, uh, when did, uh. . .what were some of the
specific things that you did, you know, ah, besides, you
know, like, did you p--present petitions, and, uh, have
meetlngs. « .



-12-

IDB: Well, continually goling to meetings and preseating petitions
and paying no attention to us, and we even went to the polls
on election day and, uh, the men measured off one hundred
feet, and if we had come nlne hundred--ninty-nine feet
inside the polls we'd a have been arrested. They had officers
there to watch that, those women did not come closer than
a hundrasd feet to the polls. That was the law,

EAS Oh.,
IDB: And we were not allowed, and so we were very careful.

We had »nlenty of papei, ah, and vote for women, vote for
women, and w--do you believe women should vote? Oh, yes,
I'm for the ladies, and he'd go in and vote no. We wers
so snowed under that we didn't even get any votes.

EAS: Obh, dear. Did you, ah, like, go to the capital and visit
the, ah, or, . .

IDB: No, no, we never did go to Charleston, I don't remember
anybody, however, all, as soom as the women, uh, go the
vote, ah, within six months lot of them had jobs.

EAS: Really?

IDB: Mary Burks was, had a job in Charleston, and Mrs., Max--
Mac--Mrs. Mann was a committeewoman. Oh, and a Mrs. Bee
was a committeewoman.

EAS: 0h?

IDB: I don't know if, T don't know her first name, her name
B double E, Bee.

EAS: Um. TUh, well, and, the women got the vote in 1920, when. . .,
IDB: TUh?
EAS: 1920 when the, was the first year, . .

IDB: Yes, uh, 1920 when it passed. Tennessee put it over,
They had to have so many states to ratify.

EAS: Oh, how did women, uh, react to getting the vote?

IDB: Well, they didn't, uh, react at all at first. They had
to be sducated up to what their, uh, responsibility and
their privilege that, of voting, because many of them,
the men didn't tell them they could even vote, especlally
in s--West Virginia, the women didn't know, the women
didn't know anything about it, and the men kept them home
and said don't bother with that, that's all silly, and,
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uh, they didn't get a chance to do anything. We were the
o--I, I, there was only one other suffrage club in the
state, in Wheeling, and, uh, I forget that, a Mrs. Wh--
R--R-E-I-H-L.

Relhl.

R--some name Relhl or some name 1like that, camt to
Huntington and helped up organize.

Uh, ddring your meetings, you mentioned that you had speakers
come to spenk to you about, you know, women's, ., .

That, that was in, duriang the campaign, when after, uh,
the, had passed, we had =peakers come so that West Virginia
would ratify., You see, that's what we did then, we had
Reverend Anna Shaw, and we had Rabbl Hill Silver, they

made powerful speeches at the City Hall, and still, when
the legislature met the men did not vote, West Virginia

did not vote for it,

So. . .

But, ah, after we got the--Congress passed the law, it
had to be ratified by three-fourths of the stats, or two-
tairds, I'm not sure which. . .

Um, I think., . .
Three-fourths, I think it is.

It might be thres-fourths,

And that's when we began really campaigning to get speakers

here to have West Virginia, we were very anxlous for West
Virginia to ratify, be one of the states, but never did.

Um.,

And anothar thing, West Virginla was one of the backward

In that they dida't know anything about--the miners didn't
know what 1t was all about, They hardly knew what the

word suffrage meant, Thers was Just a, a very small number
of them who really under-toed what they were doing, what
they wanted,

Right.

And that's why I guess we dis#-but they told me that
Tennssses ratified it, the last state to ratify,

. o
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And, T think it's, ah, T think it's two-thirds of the state,
because T seem to remember this, ah, new amendment they're
tr--the Equal Rights Amendment. . .

Yes.

I think they -ay they need thirty-sevem =tates and that
sounds more like a two-thirds.

Two-thirds, yes, that's right,

Instead of three-fourths.

That's right.

Uh, now, you were the first woman to vote. . .

Yes,

In Cabell County.

Yes.

And, uh, where, you know, where was this?

It was at Kestler Garage over on Fifth Avenue where we
lived on Fifth Avenue, and the three hundred block near
that railroad crossing, betwesm the Third and Fourth
Street, and, uh, the polls was at Kestler's Garage. Dr.
Kestler was a doctor 'n they ran the Kestler-Hatfield
Hospital where the Big Bear is now.

Oh.

On First Street, that's where the old hespital used to
be, and that Dr. Hatfield, Governor of the State ons tims,
and Dr. Kestler would, in vack of their garage, they, uh,
in their garage, they had the vetes, and that was one eof
their main, uh, reasons why women shouldn't vote. They
voted in horribkle places, saloons, and then we had plenty

of them, and garages, stables, and places whers they sald
was unfit feor wemer to vote.

Yes, uh. . .

And evenr, and it eertainly was and they sald womean shouldn't
g0 inte these plaees,

But in erder te vote you had te. . .

Well, we had to ah, ah, if we wanted te vote.
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Yes, and, uh, now how did you, you know, get, h--how do
they know, like, do they know for eertain that you were
the first woman to vote in Cabell County?

No, I have no preof of that,

No proof,

Excart, ah, I figured it out and my sons thought I was
.uh, unfamiliar with the

right., The women were so.
suffrage question and there were

such a few of u= who

really knew anything about it and wanted it--I had no
reason to want it except that my mother had voted and I
felt 1t was the right thing,

the laws, they have, they.

polls at sevem o'cloek in the mornlng."

My husband thought, he said,
"Womemn have to pay taxes, women have to, they have to okey
.are., . .when it comes to

the other side they're have to do the things, but they're
not allowed to vote." So he opened that store that I'm
telling you about, he was the managsr of for his brother,
and he opsned the store at eight e'elock in the mornimg.
Well, in order to do that he had to get up very early and
he said to me, "If you want to vete, now, this is the time,
and if you want to vote," I had registered, and "if you
want to vote today, you gotta get up and I'm going to the

Well, I knew there

wasn't another woman in Cabell County that was at the polls

at seven otclock that morning,

/ laughter 7 so I figured

and my son said, "Mother, I think you are right because
you got up and went with Daddy down to the Kestler Garage
to vote." And when I walked in the men all gra--giggled
and grinned and oh, was something funny, and th--some ef
them didn't even know I was allowed to come in but some

of 'em did.

Yes.

And a-~after I, paper ballet and you marked it who you
were voting “or, y-u folded it and were suppesed to put

it in the box, and on the way to the box there were half

a dozem men who sald, "Miz Broh, thank you, I'll put your
vote in for you," said, "Can I help you? I put your vote,
"0 no," I said., We'd been warned if we took that vote
out of our hands it would be illegal, they'd throw it out.

We had to put it in the box.

And see,

that was their

scheme to get the votes away from what the womem who voted.

Yes,

To get it away and threw it out.

To make it look like., .

They didn't get my votel
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Make 7t look like they were being very polite . , .
Yeah, that's right,
And gentlemen.

But they knew what they wers doing and we, and l--by--I'11
bet you maybe the few women that did vote, most of them,
handed the ballot to the men and thought it was very nice
of them to put it in the box.

And ., ., .

But our little group ha-we got word from headquarters,
Susan B. Anthony's clubs and the, all the different clubs,
ah, that, in the country, wherever there was a suffrage
club, they'd send, uh, these little notices around what

to do when the coming election, don't give your vote to
anybody, put 1t in the ballot box yourself. So we knew
about that, th--then after, right, ah, oh, it wasnt't, I
guess 1t was a year or two after, there was no more need
for suffrage clubs, we had the vote, and that's what we
worked for, W--all those clubs, all over the country,
disbanded and then, I think it must have been two or three
years later, I've never been gble to find out the year
that Carrie Chapman Catt organized the League of Women
Voters, and that's how it came into exlistence, and ws

had one here in Huntington, I was a member of 1it,

Ah, theyst--there still is one, I think,

Oh, tce-now it's strong and big, yes.

Yes.

It's a strong . . .

Wh--well, do you think that, uh, now that women have the
vote, you know, thefr conditions have improved, do you
think they've used their vote wisely in the past fifty-

four years?

Well, my mother always said, we talked about . . .

END OF SIDE ONE

She used to say to us, "I don't think things will, women
will halp make things better but that's no reason they
shouldn't vote."
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Oh.

Said, "They, lot of them will vote the way their husbands
tell 'em to vote., They'll have to learn and be educated
to the real Issues and the réa--and the, uh, how good, ah,
candidates are and so forth., Until they do, they, the
vote will not be in any way be--bet--better that it has
been, but that is no reason why they shouldn't vote."

Right.

We would vote because we were citizens and had to pay taxes
on our :property and represent, we were not represented.
Represen-~in the Constitution it's taxation without repre-
sentation is tyranny, and that's what we had in this
country.

Was tyranany, right. Uh, do you find it a little ironlc
that now, fifty years later, most of the polling places
are being, use women as the workers?

Absolutely, absolutely.
Because I don't think I. . .

They wouldn't allow us to vote before that. But as soon

as we pot the vote, uh, the next, four years later, when
we'd already had the vote and been voting on local problems
and things, I had a job, I was, I wo--worked at the polls,
I used to get five dollars / laughter 7/, get up six o'clock
in the morning, go to the polls, Five dollars,

Right.

And T remember one year, I was living, uh, 623 was the

home my husband and I Built in '21, and T wasn't appointed,
and T was so disappointed., I sent in my name but they
ignored it. And about seven 6'clock in the morning, Henry,
my son was a lawyer, called up and he said, "Mother, are
you up?" And I said, "No, I'm in bed." He said, "Well,
could you get up and get dressed in a hurry?" I salid,
"Why?" She said, "Because one of the ladies didn't show
up over here and if Miller don't have the sufficient
number of workers our polls will be closed and we'll lose
every vote in this precinct,"

Oh.

So, oy did I get into my clothes in a hurry and grab a
cup of coffee and rushed over there to Miller and worked.

Yes. So now. . .
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IDB: I worked, T worked at Miller se--and, uh, oh. . .I think
I voted once, well we didn't leave from 1920. . .I think
T, that was the year we got the vote, 7 don't remember
ever working at Kestler or anywhere, it was over here at
Miller I b--wcrked mostly.

EAS: Right. I, I've voted for the past two years and I have
never seen a male poll worker, . .

IDB: No, they always have, oh, yes, they always have a man as
the head of it all, usually.

EAS: Well, I've never seen them there when I've gone to vote.
IDB: You haven't?

EAS: No, see I, I vote up at Pea Rlidge and, at the school, and
thers are two ladies sitting behind a desk, you know, marking
you off as being there. . .

IDB: Oh? That's unusual because every precinct down here 1in
the city has a man at the head, uh, who's the head of it
all, take charge., The other one'll bring in the ballet
boxes, the machines. . .

EAS: Umnm.

IDB: There, there, uh, the, uh, they get more money than the
workers, too., There one or two now--over here there were
two men. Mr. Koontz was over there and another man that
I didn't know when I went tc vote this past election.

EAS: Well, maybe hets there, it's just that I, that I've never
seen him,

IDB: Well, they, they always have one or two men and three or
four women.,

EAS: Right. Now you said you spoke a coupls of months ago at
one of the NOW, uh, meeti--luncheons?

IDB: Yes, I, I spoke,.

EAS: And you met, uh, the, Betty Friedan, the founder of the
National Organization of Women?

IDB: Who's. . .
EAS: Betty Rrliedan. That's F-R-I-E-D-A-N. That's the sp--th--

she founded it, I think, cause she's coming next week to
Marshall to spesak.
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IDB: Well, T don't think she was hers at that meeting.

EAS: Oh, she wasn't?

IDB: A Mrs. Hity. . .

EAS: Oh, Mrs. Hity?

IDB: Hity was the speaker,

EAS: Oh,

IDB: That day. Uh huh.

EAS: Oh, I see.

IDB: Yes. And it was at Marshall, uh, Student Center up there.
EAS: Right. What do you think about the work that NOW is doing?

IDB: Oh, I think they're doing a marvelous work. Woenderful.
Getting into things 1like abortieon, and looking into the
candldates, who are d--honest, candidates, finding out
their backgrounds and what they stand for, They're doing
a m--I get a, they made me an honorary member and I get
the newsletter every, uh, time they send one out, I get
a newsletter from them. I have a couple in there right

now, The ne--, ., .

EAS: And., . .

IDB: They are doing a fine job, You see, while we didn't do
anything but werk for the vote, now that we have it we
have an oppertunlty to better things.

EAS: And that's what they're working for.

IDB: Well, I'm not working at all now.

EAS: But they are.

IDB: Yes, they are working to batter conditions. This, when
it's right or wrong, this man up at Marshall last wesk
sald, "Governments has no right te tell up what we should
do with our bodles," /laughter 7 Do you remember that?

EAS: Yes matam, I do.

IDB: And, uh, well, they're working on the abobtion laws, whether
they'r8 for or against. . ,I guess they're for it.

EAS: Uh, yes, uh, they feel, you know, that a woman should have
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the right to say when to have a child., . .

IDB: The right to say whether she wants a babe, child er not.

EAS: Right.

IDB: And of course they're working on this rape law which, oh,
thatt's horribkle, . .

EAS: Right.

IDB: And I think they're working on drugs, en addicts, th--oh,
they're doing s--tremendous job in this job, going on. . .

EAS: And, and., . .

IDB: Things now, that they are to do and the women who really. . .
are, the ones affected by these things because they are
in the home more or less, if, even if they work, they have,
they have to bring in, the children into the world and
they, uh, are the ones who're affected more or less by
the ecndition of the children attitude and the children
In the werld today in their homes and that's why they're
working, :

EAS: So, now, this can b--you know, this §--you and your movement,
your mother and all the suffr--suffragists get the vote

and now they're using their votes in order to improve the
things.

IDB: Yes,
EAS: Alright. New, I think we've eovered, you know, that, ., .
IDB: Yss.

EAS: Movement pretty well Z—laughter 7 and I'd like to talk
& little blt about, um, Huntingfen, and. . .

IDB: About what?

EAS: Huntlington, the city.

IDB: Huntingten.

EAS: Now you sald you came hers in 19. , .

IDB: I'm a little, T'm getting a 1little hard of hearing, I think,
I don't know, , .

EAS: Oh,
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IDB: But at ninty-four tomerrow, . .
EAS: Oh?
IDB: I can't hear too well / laughter_/.

EAS: Yes. Well, uh, you said you came in 1909, you and your
husband.

IDB: Yes, yes.,

EAS: Ah, what was it like back, you know. . .
IDB: It was about thirty thousand people.
EAS: Ah, thirty thousand.

L4

IDB: Thirty thousand, I think that was th--uh, census at the
time. We stayed at the Florentine Hotel, which is, uh,
the building where the Roger's Jewelry Store 1is now.

EAS: On Feurth Avenue,

IDB: Yes, we stayed there for about, lived theres for about a
month, then, I had one child, thres years old, and, wsell,
uh, as T told you before the little old station out at

the C&0, the little red brick building, one, one room
building, th--the Clity Hall was built. . .

EAS: Um hum.

IDB: I think it was. No, it was not, no. The City Hall was
on Ninth Street, Ninth Street betwesn Fourth and Fifth
Avenue,

EAS: Oh.

IDB: Where that furniture store is now, that Huntington PFurniture
Store, that's where the Clty Hall and the flre statien
were. And, uh, the Court House was here,

EAS: Uh, yes.

IDB: The Court Heuse was built,

EAS: The Court House was built, Ah, you sa--you know, what
do you think have been some of the major changes in
Huntingten as long as you've lived here?

IDB: Oh, Marshall College had one Building, 0l1d Maln.

EAS: That was it?
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IDB: One bullding, 0l1d Main was the only building on the campus.

EAS: Um.

IDB: So now you know what the lmprovement iIs, whem you leock
at Marshall, you don't have to go any further.

EAS: Yes., .
IDB: See Marshall. And it was college, Marshall Cellege.

EAS: Right., It didn't become a uaiversity until about ten years
ago.

IDB: That's right. And, oh, Huntingtem's great d--changed remark-
ably.

EAS: TIt's grown alet,

IDB: Grewn, we're now eighty-five thousand., We haven't grown
enough, we sheuld bhe a hundred arnd fifty thousand peeple,

BAS: Um.

IDB: But we will be after this Civic Center goes through, and
th--and th--yes--Sunday's editorial, paper, all the thilngs
that, uh, the Holiday Inn and the different, the new banks,
First Hu--Natliemal Bank bullding. Oh, it's geing to be
so different,

EXS: Right.
IDB: 1It's golng to be a 1l--in fact, my husband predicted that

this Tri-State was going to be one of those powerful areas
in the country some day.

EAS: TUnm,

IDB: But we went backwards, so far, I don't know why. First
of all Huntington 1s more or less educational on account
of Marshall and, of course, now, I think we're bigger
according to the census that Charleston in numbers, aren't
we?

EAS: Yes we are,.

IDB: We've had so many people, so many pneople lsave,

EAS: Well,

IDB: That's, that's, uh, oh, things are greatly changed.
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EAS Um, now, ncoWw you were here, uh, during World War I, and
you were telling me, . .
IDB: Yes.

LAS: Some of the work you did, the women., . .

IDB: Well, we worked at *the canteen when the troops came through
on the trains, I was, at that station, we worked, we served
'em coffes, an--but that was when the new, uh, C&0 bullding
was up then, and we served doughnuts and coffee, and gave
tem =if+ts and presents. / laughter 7 ™hat was w--World
YWar T. . -

LAS: That wa- World W--you ra‘*d your, uh, matd used tc knit
scckse .

IDB: Yer, when I war at bthe Red Cros- wcerking and, uh, fhe cantesn,
cshe wa« knitting at home. Lovely golden halred white girl
from the country came in and she--my husband put an ad
in the paper, he said, "If you're goin. to work and help
this war and all and three little children," Henry was a
baby, well, no, was he born? Yeah, ah, he was born in

1914.
EAS: Yes, th--we didn't enter the war until '17 --'18.
1DB: 1187

BEAS: Late '17.

IDB: ‘17, yes. Well, that was the First World War, my husband
was reglstered., And in the Second World War Henry was in.

EAS: Um hum. And, uh., . .
IDB: So. « &

EAS: You said that, uh, your maid, uh, put a plece of paper
with her name and address 1n one of the pair of socks?

IDB: Yes, ves, she did., And I'm telling rou something else
thatts interezting in the Second World War, uh, we made
these kits down at the Red Cross with, uh, everything that
a roldier needed, uh, little needle and thread and buttons,
and I don't know what we put in, I, ev--had loads and loads
of things in these little packages and curled 'em up, and
Henry was out in mid-ocean and they were told, the c--call
to come to, down to the hall, mess hall or whatever it was
and they handed out these little boxes, packages, and he
gob one and opened it up and it said on it, "Made in Cabell
County, Huntington, West Virginia." Z_laughter_7 And he
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wrote home about it. They weren't allowed to write much
because they were so 'frald of the enemy getting into,
finding out, but he did write home and said to "Tell Mother
that I received a box that she probably made at the Red
Cross."

Oh,

Isn't that Interesting?

Yes, and it's, uh, unusual, you know. . ,

Yes, that he would, they didn't, . .he'll remember that.
Yeo-,

Yes, that they wo--well, in that war,

Um hum,

He was in the CID.,

Oh?

That was the Central. . .what was it?

Central Intelligence Department? Or. . .

Criminal Investigation Department.

Oh, Criminal Inves. . .

They were, uh, the, uh, black market is it called?

Um.

Black market, oh, over in Europe, the black market was
something awful,

And the, . .

The precple were stealing, uh, ev--right and left and black
marketing all kind- of things and making loads and loads
of money,

Ah, yes, they charged, . .

On the black market, and they had, the government had a
whole regiment of CID, young lawyers, over there to work
on that problem,

Right. Um, how was your life, was your 1life changed at
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all during the Depression here in Huntington?

No, not at all.

Not as many hardships, you know, as we always hear?

Not at all, T had no meney, we had no money in those banks
when they closed up other than the First National Bank and
that did not close, and my brother-in-law Mike said, "Don't
worry about your monsy, th--National Bank , it's all right."
Loads of people lost everything. 1In fact I had a, uh. . .
cleaning woman, Myrtle used to come and clean for me and
she'd put all her money in a 1little bank up here in, a

new bank that'd started up in west Huntington and she lost
it all.

Oh, dear. But other b. . .

All her savings.

Oh.

Um hun.

But otherwise your 1life j--went on. . .

I didn't. . .uh, in fact my 1ife went on, always have,
just the same, I always adjusged. . .

Right.

To what conditions were. And if we a--now, we had wheatless
days and meatless days, those days we strictly adhered
to., No bread on a certain day and the children were all
brought up that way, to bs loyal to their country and to
follow the trawazand rules that were laid down by the
government for their good.

Um hum,

One day no meat,

And one, next day. . .

Wheatless days, meatless days, fireless days, we didn't
turn on the stove, we had all kind of days conserving so
that we'd win the war,

Oh yes.

Um hum,
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EAS: Ah, my father used to tell me about, uh, the great flood
that was here in, what, '37, was. . .

IDB: '13.

EAS: Oh, in '13°?
IDB: '13.

EAS: Well., . .

IDB: That was the fir t flood I'd known in, when I came here
that amounted to anything.

EAS: Um hum.

IDB: We lived on Fifth Avenue, we lived on one side of the street
when we came here and then we moved across to the other
side. Mr. Fred Lunsford, the, uh, worked in the post office,
and he owned the house we lived in on Fifth Avenue, and
then when he sold ou--uh, he wa--he got married, and he
wanted his house himself and gave us notice and we moved
across the street., But in that, uh, Flrst World War, the,
uh. . .what was it you asked me?

EAS: About thse flood.

IDB: About the flood., Yeah, we had. . .uh, well. . .I. . .wWe
went in a s--skiff into our store, down Fifth Avenus into
a skiff.

EAS: Um hum,

IDB: And, uh. . .we had a neighbor next door who was a manager
at the Armour Pack Porting and, ,Mr. Cox, Hugh Cox, and
he would say, "I'll bring you something tonight, piece
of, side of bacon or something that, ham or until they
sold out," until the ware house was absolutely empty. The
last thing he brought home was a can of canned trips. Did
you ever hear of it?

EAS: I've heard of tripe, I. . .
IDB: Tripe, it's a stomach of a cow, I think.
EAS: Really?

IDB: And th--this was in & can, it was the worst stuff you ever
ate in all your life. / laughter 7/

EAS: Did i--oh, dear,
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He said, "This is the last, these are the last cans on
the shelves.,"

Um.

And then there wa--and there was no food in Huntington
at all.

Yes,

I don't remember suffering, ever, Of course I only had
two little children then.

Right.

And, uh, we .ianaged, I always was a, a very good manager
that way.

Um hum.

And I lo--had, if we dldn't have coffee, well, we drank
elther tea or w--milk, we had a neighbor that had a cow,
and she sent over mlilk, and we managed.

Right. Well, uh, now, I was talking about the flood in
137 when the started, w--uh, which prompted them to put
the floodwall up.

Yes., That's, that was when we built, in '37. . .we had
built our house in '21. . .

Um hum,

And, this is a watershed, this block, from Eighth Streest
to Fifth Street is a watershed, there was no water in this
block. I had a house full, people, uh, everybody stayed
at my house, and Charlie Broh worked down, and my husband
store was all under water. He went down to the City Hall
and gave out clothing that people sent to the poor people
that lost everything, because down theres she s--he said,
"Oh, it's a mess," he said, "fellews is down there and

a man comes in and wants a sult and they said 'Here's a
suit! and they'd pay no attention to what size it was,
what size he wore," but my husband was a clothing man -
and he knew and he measured the man and he looked over
the stock and he got the right size and he gave him a
sult that he could wear.

Right.

And he worked hard down there from eight o'clock in the
morning until five and six at night at the City Hall, handiag
out clothing.
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EAS: Yes,

IDB: I had a house full of people and plenty of food and plenty
of water, everything except gas, there was no gas, there
was electricity, but we didn't have any water or any gas.

EAS: TUm hum,

IDB: . They went over to Owen-Illinoks and brought us a gallon
of water to, drinking, / laughter / T had two great big
plants in the basement, and my husband says, "If you put
a cup of water on those plants I'm going to report you.,"
/ laughter 7

EAS: Oh, dear.

IDB: Cause the water was very scarce, you know, . .

EAS: Yes. You couldn't drink the floed water.

IDB: Oh, gosh, all the water was turned off.

EAS: Right.

IDB: We'd probably get dlsease and sverything.

EAS: Right, cause. . .

IDB: That was so funny, but, uh, we lived through that. And
that's when we started on the floodwall.

EAS: Um.

IDB: And there were plenty of f--men here that fought it. We
used te hear over radlo every night a talk by seme man
who, "We can't afford a million dollars. Wh--they'll raise
the taxes of these people, You all don't know what you're
working for, you're working to b--tax you out of your homes,"
and, oh, horrible talk. But then, of course, there were
some who were for it, And when they did, uh, we voted
it for it, that was a million dellars we voted.

EAS: Um hum.

IDB: Bond issue to build a floodwall.,

EAS: And there hasn't been a. . .

IDB: Boy, that was the best thing you ever did.

EAS: And there hasn't been a major flood in Huntington since.
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No, 1t was wonderful to have that floodwall.

Yes.

But ev--we had a flood every year, but it wasn't a big
flood, it would come up maybe to, uh, up over the First

Street or down over the f--f--riverbank or something but
these two floods were terrible,

Yes,

God. /whistle 7/

I know, there's a mark on, in, in 0ld Main where the waters
came up 1ln the building, they have a mark saying this is
hoew high the floodwaters got.

Yeah, that's right, and they ga--everybody was goling around
with a yardstick measuring, if it goes up another foot

1t'1l come this high, up and down the street people wers
walking with, uh, these measures, walking.

Yes.

But we got through that., That's when my oldest grandsen
was born, in '37, and he was born, and they told Charlie
that, "If your wife and baby don't get out of the hospital
at St. Mary's by four o'clock this afternoon, the road

i1s going to be blocked off, they can't get through Third
Avenue, the water 1is all up over Third Avenue." So he

got a, uh, cab and brought 'em down to my house and that's
when I had the mother and the baby.

Um.

At the house,

How many grandchildren dc you have?

Well, 1 have. . .six children. . .uh, let's see, grandchildren.
/ laughter 7 I don't know how many I have,

You have three., . .
I have three., , .
Three sons.

Huh?

You have three sons.
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IDB: Yeah, three sons, and, uh. . .they had, one only has one
child, one has three, and one has two.
EAS: That's six.
IDB: Six grandchildren. And nine great-grandehildren.
EAS: Oh, that's, . .

IDB: That's, these are all, these here, they're all my great-
grandchildren.

BEAS: Yes,
IDB: Nine of them,

EA3: Nine great-grandchildren. Wow, Well, Mrs, Broh, I want
to arn--I want to thank you very much for this interview.

IDB: Well, I'm glad, thank you, I'm glad I cculd do 1t for you.

END 0® INTERVIEW
TOTAL TIME: 52 MINUTES
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