Marshall Digital Scholar (MDS) is a digital institutional repository (IR) containing the intellectual
output of Marshall University’s faculty, staff, and students. It brings the university's scholarly
output under one electronic umbrella, with the aim to preserve and provide access to that
research. It is an excellent vehicle for working papers or copies of published articles and
conference papers. Presentations, theses and dissertations, and other works not published
elsewhere can also be published in MDS.
Any author publishing work in Marshall Digital Scholar must either have copyright for the work
or the permission of the copyright holder to publish it in MDS. If the author retains copyright for
their submission, no further efforts are required, and they may proceed to the submission
process, as determined by the administrator of the specific community to which the author is
submitting. If the author does not maintain copyright, he/she still may be able to submit
material to MDS. Many publishers will allow placement in an institutional repository of articles
published in their journals or books as a form of "self-archiving" in pre-print or post-print form.
If an author is unable to determine whether they retain the right to post their material in the
repository, they can contact the MDS team for assistance.
Articles may also available as an open access articles from various locations such as, HighWire,
Wiley Science Online, etc.. The Budapest Open Access Initiative defines open access as free
availability on the public internet, permitting any users to read, download, copy, distribute,
print, search, or link to the full texts of these articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data
to software, or use them for any other lawful purpose, without financial, legal, or technical
barriers other than those inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself.
All rights reserved. Copyright and other rights apply as stated in individual communities,
collections, documents, or contents of the Marshall Digital Scholar. Note that in many cases,
specific credits must be included with each item used. Commercial use, publication, or any use
other than fair use under the 1976 Copyright Act requires prior written permission from
Marshall University.

Authors can also refer to the links below for more information on copyright and the rights of the
author.
SPARC Author’s Addendum to Publication Agreement from SPARC, the Scholarly Publishing and
Academic Resources Coalition
Reserving Rights of Use in Works Submitted for Publication: Negotiating Publishing Agreements
from Kenneth D. Crews and David Wong, IUPUI Copyright Management Center
The Copyright Basics Circular from the U.S. Copyright Office will provide authors with helpful
background and information on copyright terms, questions and issues.

