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One picture that GFWC has in 
the Membership Advancement 
Guide says:

DIVERSITY
Diff erent
Individuals
Valuing
Each other
Regardless of
Skin
Intellect
Talents or
Years.
The possibilities are endless 

when we look to DIVERSITY for 
guidance. 

Many have asked about 

the 2018 Summer Conference 
program I wrote and presented 
on our Chocolates (Members) 
and Diversity. So here it is:

“Each of you have been 
given 2 pieces of chocolate. 

Let’s imagine these 
chocolates are potential 
members.

You will fi rst notice that their 
colors are diff erent. 

Some are white (chocolate), 
some are milk (chocolate) and 
some are dark (chocolate). 

They are all chocolates, we 
are all human, Just diff erent 
colors.

This is our fi rst sign of 
diversity.

Next, you will notice their 
shapes. 

Some are round, some 
square and some are 
rectangular. And some are just 
pretty bumpy! Some of us are 
tall, some are short, some are 
skinny and some are curvy.

This is our second sign of 
diversity.

Let me ask this question, if 
you were at home, and planned 
to eat this chocolate candy 
not knowing what was on the 
inside, do you poke your fi nger 
in the bottom, or gently slice 
the chocolate in half , or do you 
just pop the whole piece in your 
mouth and hope you like it??

Well, for the sake of our 
potential members let’s take our 
time to open them up and see 
what we fi nd.

You will fi nd that most of our 
chocolate candies are cream 
fi lled, caramel fi lled or have nuts 
in them. 

If we use these descriptions 
as analogies to describe our 
potential members you will see 
that some of them are pretty 
smooth and creamy on the 
inside; easy going, goes with 
the fl ow, and easy to work with.

Some are a little stiff  on the 

inside like the caramels; a little 
fi rm, a little timid, needing some 
warming up and some coaxing, 
needs a friend to encourage 
them to participate.

Then you have those that are 
a little nutty; fun loving, ready to 
jump right in and do whatever 
she can do. 

This is our third sign of 
diversity.

Now the taste, each 
chocolate, each potential 
member, has a diff erent taste, 
just remember that we are 
diverse, each member bringing 
a diff erent taste to your club and 
to GFWC. 

If I can leave you with one 
thought on this, we are not 
perfect, we all make mistakes, 
we all think diff erently, as it says 
in the Junior Pledge, we are all 
trying to make a diff erence, not 
merely to exist!” 
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GFWC WV Director of Jr. Clubs’ Message
It was so much fun spending 

my Saturdays with four of the 
eight Districts at their Fall District 
Conventions.  Thank you for 
making me feel so welcomed.  
Dusty and I wanted to stress the 
importance of leadership within 
GFWC WV.  West Virginia did not 
have a LEADS representative at the 
2019 International Convention.  

We don’t want that to happen again.  NO WAY!  Nominate someone 
in your club to be our LEADS candidate.  There are no pre-requisites.  
The next International Convention will be in Atlanta and there is 
money in GFWC WV and GFWC’s budget to help off set the costs.  The 
information you obtain is invaluable and as a LEADS graduate, I can 
attest to the worthiness of the program.

The Southeastern Region Conference in Richmond, Virginia was full 
of cheers.  For those of you who were there, you know what I mean by 
cheers, and for those of you who weren’t there, you missed a laugh of 
a lifetime.  Congratulations to Sharon Sheridan who won the election 

for SER’s Treasurer.  West Virginia is proud to have Sharon on the SER 
Executive Board.  SER’s Junior Fun Night was a fundraising event by 
playing BINGO.  The money raised that night was split between the 
States and DC for the state’s choice on how to spend the money on a 
program under Advocates for Children.  The Junior Sponsored event 
raised $300 for each State and DC.  

On a somber note, we lost a great friend, Jody Cunningham on 
October 8, 2019.  She loved GFWC WV and her special project was 
Pennies for Arts.  During her administration, the Junior and General 
Board was combined, and it was very important to her that the Juniors 
were included and felt included with the Generals.  I will always be 
grateful for her for that.  She will be remembered in many ways, but 
let’s show her how much we appreciate her contributions to GFWC 
WV by making the Pennies for Arts competition the biggest ever!  She 
would love that.    

I want to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season.  I’ll see 
you all in March!
In Federation Love,

Dana Richardson

Woman’s Club of Beckley 
Welcomes New Members

Kelly Elkins, Nicole Hoye, Danielle Stewart, Christina Baisden, 
President Linda Conte, Pam Upton, and Amanda Bodkin

We are delighted to welcome these 
ladies into our 110 year-old club!

���� �om�n�� ����
of Montgomery

We honor all club members
who have given numerous years
of service to their communities.

We thank you for
��onnecting the �ots��
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If you desire to assume a 
leadership position on any 
level, GFWC LEADS is for 
you.   It can help you gain the 
capabilities, confi dence, and 

commitment necessary to serve 
with distinction,   The program 
includes: GFWC resources, 
materials, parliamentary 
procedure, policies, mediation, 
time management, public 
speaking, and many tips and 
techniques.   Ask any West 
Virginia club woman who has 
attended.  She will recommend 
and encourage you to apply.   
GFWC WV would be proud to 
sponsor a LEADS candidate this 
year. (Unfortunately, we did not 

have a candidate last year.)
Here's that opportunity to 

become that potential leader.   
GFWC will provide a stipend 
of $250 for the winning West 
Virginia candidate to attend the 
one day seminar which will be 
held the day before the GFWC 
Convention.   This year the 
seminar will be held in Atlanta, 
Georgia at the Sheraton 
Atlanta Hotel on June 26, 
2020.   Breakfast and lunch are 
provided during the program.

Please note, GFWC WV also 
provides $250 to assist with 
expenses.

Call me for an application 
today at 304-442-4848.

Applications should be sent to 
Pamela McCoy. 6167Birkwood 
Road, Huntington, WV 25705 
by March 1, 2020.

Let's have a GFWC WV 
candidate represented this year 
in LEADS!

Seven Grand 
Initiatives & 
Th ree Brand Ones

The last Clubwoman Issue from GFWC 
contained a lot of information about the 
progress of the Seven Grand Initiatives.  
Clubs across the nation have collected 
shoes, purchased books, planted trees, 
had projects for women in the military, used 
MLK Day as a day of service, and joined The 
Million Dollar Club to support renovation 
of GFWC headquarters.  Legislation has 
been in front of us with the promotion of 
two bills in Congress.  The Miranda bill 
will develop a clearinghouse to identify 
possible dangerous school bus drivers.  The 
3D Printed Gun Safety Act will limit the use 
of 3D printers to build guns.  The Legislative 
Action Center keeps us up to date on the 
action of Congress, and it is easy to sign up.  
The last item concerns the passage of the 
19th Amendment 100 years ago on August 
26th.  Start your plans now to celebrate this 
special event for women.  You could bring 
various community groups together for the 
celebration. 

“Don’t miss out on these opportunities to 
contribute to your community”

GFWC Leadership: Sharon Parks, Chairman

If you desire to assume a 

GFWC Woman’s Club of Hamlin presented a check of $1300 to the Hoops Family 
Children’s Hospital.  The Medical Director of the Children’s Hospital Eduatdo Pino, M. D. 
Dr. Day, and the President of Cabell Huntington Hospital Kevin Fowler along with other 
staff  members observe the presentation of the donation to the Children’s Hospital.

Hamlin donates to Hoops
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News from the Clubs

Pearl S. Buck Birthplace
    GFWC-West Virginia has been a loyal supporter of the Pearl 

S. Buck (PSB) Homeplace for almost a half-century.  Not only have 
our women worked to serve visitors to the Hillsboro Birthplace, 
but items have been made and supplied to its gift shop, monetary 
donations have been given to its Foundation and Statewide events 
have been supported by our Clubmembers. Consider at this 
giving time a gift from your club or one you may personally send 
to their Foundation as this 2019 year closes. Forms for this were 
enclosed in Summer Conference club president packets.  Because 
of our efforts, our children and grandchildren will continue to be 
reminded of this great humanitarian’s work.  Surely, this lady’s 
stories are worth remembering. Any contribution you or your club 
can send is deeply appreciated.

Big Events in Beckley
The Beckley Woman’s Club had an exciting summer and fall. First, 

in June the club members hosted a Vendors’ Fair at the clubhouse. 
Artists, crafters, and independent businesswomen set up tables 
and sold their wares, ranging from handmade jewelry and wreaths 
to clothing and natural oils. Clubwomen sold used books, hot dogs 
and snacks at the event, which was a fundraiser for the club. The 
vendors were so happy with the fair another is planned in the future. 

Then the ladies hosted a Fall/Halloween Festival. Some 100 
children under 12 came to 
enjoy games, treats, prizes, hot 
dogs and snacks, a “witches’ 
dance,” a photo booth, and 
have their fortunes told by 
Maleficent. Local businesses 
sponsored the event, allowing 
the club to offer it for free to all 
who came. 

The Kay Hall Hike For Hunger occurred on October 6.  It is 
an event that the Heart and Hand House of South Charleston 
sponsors.  The GFWC WV Woman’s Club of South Charleston 
had ten club members “Hiking for Hunger”

Hike for Hunger

Clendenin Woman’s Club
would like to thank all

our members for all their
hard work in our community.

WV
Brick Oven

Bistro
BREWS
PIZZA
MEATS

Proudly supporting
Woman’s Club
of Cross Lanes

T&M Meats
5254 Big Tyler Road

Cross Lanes, WV
304.776.4809

In Memory Of

Nancy Hamm

50 Year Member
GFWC Woman’s Club

of Point Pleasant
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The GFWC WV Woman’s Club of Cross Lanes has a goal of 
supporting local arts and crafts.  Four members and one guest 
had a delightful time at the Third Annual BB&T Malden Salt Fest on 
September 28.  They enjoyed a tour of J. Q. Dickinson Salt Works, 
music, food, and shopping for handcrafted items.  The Dickinson 
Family was producing salt on the Kanawha County property by 
1817; today the seventh generation of the family uses a hand-
harvested, small batch finishing process to produce artisan salt.  
Shown in the photo on the left are Peg Thompson, Joyce Townsend, 
Amanda Maxwell, Mary Stout, and Melinda Kuhn as they  ride the 
train to the old salt works and old company store, now a museum.   

(L-r) GFWC WV Rupert Woman’s Club President, Julia Thompson, and Margaret 
Golden, retired teacher and artist.

Thank you Margaret for judging and reporting results of club 
crafts! First place winners will go to Southern District Convention 
October 26 to be judged among all clubs in the District. First places 
will go to GFWCWV State Convention in March 2020 to be judged 
with crafts from all over the state!

News from the Clubs

> (L-r) Rupert Mayor Stephen Baldwin and Julia Thompson, President GFWCWV 
Rupert Woman’s Club. 

Mayor Baldwin signed proclamations proclaiming October 
as Domestic Violence Awareness and Breast Cancer Awareness 
month in Rupert! The Mayor also updated club members on plans 
and progress for Rupert, siting street paving, Park security and 
plans for Friendship Park! Thank you Mayor Baldwin.
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Huskey’s
304-776-2561

Cross Lanes, WV
ICE CREAM FUN

Having a party, company picnic,
sundae social, or just want to have some
ice cream fun... WE CAN DISH IT OUT!

Cones or sundae bar
with all the toppings

Bob & Mike are proud to support
GFWC Woman’s Club of Cross Lanes!

Pea Ridge Woman’s Club dropped off Halloween treat bags at 
Hovah Underwood Children’s Home for GFWC Child Advocacy 
Project. Bags were designed to promote good behavior and 
oral hygiene in children who are staying @ the home and include 
snacks, candy, gift card and toothbrush/paste.

September 21st GFWC WV Woman’s Club of 
Hamlin participated in the Hamlin Fall Festival, 
and raised enough funds to purchase from Heifer 
International a cow for $500 for International 
Outreach and honeybees for $30 for Conservation.
Pictured are Shirley Lawson and Cathie Davis with a friendly 
cow.

News from the Clubs

GFWC Pea Ridge Woman’s Club dressed in pink in observance of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month.


