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\ ' CHRONIOIES OF EARLY HUNTINGTOR
; Farly Herchents
@ ' By Sagittarius

,’ Aa the pagos of wmemoyy turn beckward the numbor of merchants of tho
ptrly deys of Huntington soem almost & logion &n rurbor. Only a fov of
ihom or tholy sucoessors rémain in business todays Almost all of them
f'or ono ronsom or anothop, death, falluro, cconomic fonditions, or vhat
nob, hovo vanished from-the scond. The record woll 2llustrates ths
dnormous mordaility in thé rotail business throughout tho vhole country
iml the extreme hagard of cmbarking thoreing

Probably ono of the £irst stores to be ;mzmhea in ;{Melrn"’“m
Hog tho gonoral store of By T, lMiteholl & Son (father and WGOHNT of Mra/
Hegbton Dudlocy) on the soutbwest corner of Seoond Avermo and Bighth Stroot,
1€ contimed thoro until businoss drified over onto Third Avenue, ond was

4 tton dlecontinuedy  In the ‘sawo blook were the drug stores of My Ha
geools and Smith & Davig (B.T.) Ires Davis continued in dusinsss there
#htdl ko bullt ¢the Davis Opers House on the southeast cobvner of Third
fvormo end E{gath Streots He thon moved to the cornop room of the Opera
Houge building, and continued in businoss there until his death in 1937,
ko businoss is still condusied thore by his soms  In the samo blotl
das the nowe, clgar and candy store of Herman Jemking (father of Harry
We Jonidns). This store was later moved to th® north side of Third
Avenue noor Winth Streebs Anither store in the same block was that of
Js We Verlander (fathepy of James Ey Verlandenr).

One of tho first dry goods and notions stores was that of P, J. Horw
nfeon who moved his store from Guyandotte to Huntington in 1871, A young
sderk 4n the stors was Robert A, Jacl, who marriscd o dsughtor of Reve A,

'. Velentinne: A short time later Jack Leceme 4 partmer in the businoss
wrdor the firm name of Harmison, Jack & Co,  S8t211 letex he ecquired hia
partnor!a intorost and conduotsd the business as Rs A. Jack & Co. undil




|

Ahothey parly dry goods morchant was Thomas C. Norallee (1873) who
moved to Cincinnatl s fow years lator,

Another early dry goods morchant was Jecob Shoots with his "Rachot
Store™, on the north side of Third Aveomue noar Tonth Streets

One of the early growery stires vas operated by a yofing men from
Alnbama, John Hooe Russel, His partmer was Ile Eyskine ller; his Xinse
men, of Staunton, Virginia. When tho Banl of Hunbingbton was organissd
in 1873 Ur. Russe) became its first Cashier, ang lator its Prosident,

Anothor of the early groeory stores was that operated for many yenrs
by Laldley & Johmsbon on tha southeast cormer of Third Avenue and Tenth
Street. Thoy were succosded by Duseonborry {C«C.) and Wilaon (W.B.) Iae
ter v, Dusenberry withdrew and W. B. Wilson did buzsincss in that locge
t1ion for many yearss

Other early grocery and sundriss stores were oporated by Nooh Ade
kins on ths southeast cormer of Third Avenus wnd Seventh Stroet; Amos

" Oridor on the south side of Third Avenus mear Tonth Streati Ceorgs We and

He H. Adoms on the north Side of Third Avenus near Tenth Strest; John Q.
Adems, e H. Bull and S, Be Hall on the north eide of Third Averue bew
tween Elghth and Hinth Streetsg E. E« Ward on the northwest cornsre of
Third Averume snd Ninth Stroets Tolbert Adkins on the south side of Third
Avenue 'between Ninth and Temth Streetn; J. N. Pottn on the southwest core
ner of Ihird Avenue znd Elghth Strsat vhorwms succeddsd in 1884 by C. Ay
Boxley, later Boxley & Dudley} Ss Ja Ingham and Mrse Kline, Iater G. C.
Ricketts wes a lsading grocer on the gsouthwest corner of Third Avernue end
Tenth Street, and L. J. fshworth, J, S. Davis, L. V. Vaugh and Hagune,
Plymakel & Co, wsre prospsorous merchants in ths Eanst End,

The first clothing store operated in Hunbington was that of Sem Gide

@ von (1872) on Third Avenue near Tenth Strcet. Tho business was contine

ued in that location by lv. Gideon end his sons for more than fifty years.
Other sarly tlothiné merchants wore Paul Bober who moved from Galle
ipolls In 18873 Jacob Zigler on Third Avenue betwson inth and Tenth



Strests; Northoott {G,A.,) and Kelly (Heath) {1884} evho wore locstsd on
@ mixd Avermue boyweon Ninth and Tenth Stroets, and which business finally
evolyad into the present Horthooti~Tate-Hagy Cowpany; J. H. Camgok (1878}
on Third Averme neay m Street, later ad corner of Third Averue ard
Tenth Ptreety sk % g:a &tm Broh tusa'n on south sids of Third
Averme nenr Ninth Btg*mt; Othsy eax-].y mayehents who handled clothing
with obher liven wewts O. R. lmger, Biern and Friedman and Hax Schoenfsids
The early miiiinsrs were Mrs. Holallonm, lirs, u A, Lallance, and
Ir8as K¢ Ae Rnsff. Iater came lrg, Leng Eahn, and H. Hewmnn who also
hidled 4y goods snd notlonss
There wero two hardware storés established tn 1871, viz., B. W.
Foster on the southwest cornsis of Third Avenus and Ninth Street and C. i
P« PupSong & Son on northenst cornge of the same strests, They ore
. bath i exlstence today, the formér as the Foster-ThHorndurg Bardware Co., ‘
@ and the latter as the Emmons.Bamkine Hardware Co. ‘
The firat shos stors wns probably that of Iv, Buprdick {father of
Mr8. Frank E. Tyree), who tuilt the Burdiek Blook on the gouth side of
Third Avenue between Ninth snd Tdnkh Stroets. Other sarly shos msrohe
ants wors K. Doleber & Bréther, T. 8. Sesnlen (1883) and H. Lavyp and
#bou® 189  W. He Lyons enbarked in the chos businegs, '
Ampng the exrly druggists in wddition to those alrssdy named were
I+ Ly Cridor, W41¥%afh O, Ksefe, Werren Overby mud T, N. Boggesse
The emrly Jewalers were Goorgs Cullen, R. C, Shoup, Andrew Sﬁmng,
Frehl: Hof$ cod Glerm Hilfona
The FPirst chinn end orockery store was opsrated by Thomas Medford
on Thipd Avenue nesr Eighth Stroct. He later tmilit ths three story
brick buildsng just east of the Anderson-Newcomd Company, and moved his
'atore there whare the Business confiinued until his death. In the new
Toantion he operdtad five and ten cent counters, the £irst of the IMnd

in Bunpingtor,
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A 1ater china and glasseware merchant was Frank Shepawd (brother of
Irsey Henry O+ Aleshire} on the south side of Third Avenus botween Tonth
and Elsventh Streets..

The early photographérs wora Cecrge W. Kivk, Hoorgs C. Tonford,

De B Abbott £nd Ssm ¥, Matthowne

The surly coal merchants vere Isane Boyman, Ve U Groen (fdather of
Bs Po nd Bs He Groon)y Thomas Avcher {father of Robert L, Archep), He Ce
Potlt tnd Dan A. Hogomane

The early insurants ren were Dormer & Tituw, Captain Mark Poore ong
Bas Be Englow & Co, The Ennlow agency finally ovolved into the pressnt
Stratu«Binlr Agencye

Lovl Crider wes o brother of Je L. and Amog Oridor. He clerkmd
for & while in his brothor's drug stors and them erberked In Yusinesns an
his own ecéount as @ dealer in books, Lognzines &o, Lator bool stores
wore aporated by lansing Farrclly Joseph R. HaXllick and J. P. lioVeys

The Pirst furniture stors vas opernted by E. Es Rendall, vio was
Pinglly succeeded by Ve He B. Holowvade on ths gouth side of Third Avow
e betvoon Finth and Tonth Strects. I, Holswado and his son {F.Fred)
contioped In businesa there for pony yeors until the doath of the older
Holswede, Later furnitura merchants wers Jolmson {(Jomes B,.) and e
mons {§. &, ), and I, Cs Cartor & Coa

The caoly bakers wers Adelph Holter, Comrad Molter and Ve Rs Rommole
{fathot of C. C. Berymlo and "o He Idmn Huff).

Tho 8arly bubthory gerto J. 1. Nobln snd Byrownrigg & Doyer; ond later
P. D Bayer (fathor of IIrs, Re L. Butchinzon)s

Early stouns and brick contrzotors wers Robert loIntosh, George How
Intoshy Thomas Sikes (father of George W. and Austin U, Siles), and P
(Pote) Eecnson, Hemry L. Tright sms & contractor for wodls,; cisterms
and othor exsavntions,

Poter Baer opensd the flrat five and ten cont stors In 1887,
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There was uo ' need for plumbers until the water works ¢amé in 188G,
| @ ¥harles Pe Cole wns an early plunder, His feathereinelow, . Hages of
N Proctorvilie was lster assoclatod ®ith him, Another emrly plumbing
£irm was R« Ea (bob) Hagan & Brothers - : .

- The aalodns sind tho wuvber thereof wero a contimuing problem o
the City Council. A% times the city saloon 1lcense wes pleced as high
az ono-thousand dollmpes por yeor in sm effort to réstrict thy nunbery
Another plan was t5 licenne only ons for easch thousarnd of populstion.
Some of the salcoon koopers were highly pespoctad and valusd citizens
whoze places of businoss were ordeoply and wéll kept. Others kept pluces
that wére disomdsrly and giora or loss of a rmimance to othey citizens$

Thero were n goodly wmrdor of smill retall merchants whone nemes
havo not boen mentioned. In faoh small petnil stores rose and fell
much g9 do the fldwers in the Springe

& Poncticelly all business wop dome on oredit, and settlsments wore
made wynthiy i€ possible. Ths morchasts traded with oach otier, and
the custun between them was to male settlements semlwgunually or ayme -
ally. ‘The stending of the citlzensbip st a credlt rislk compared fovore
zbly with that of todaye

Tig Goudbt the author lcs omitied some namgs that oupt to. hove heem
mentionsads W3ith the thought that sizty years back 1g a long time to
rensmber he hopes to Do puwrdiomeds
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