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CHRONICJ.ES OF EARLY HUN'lINOTON 

E8.!.'1~ I:lerohonto 

By Sngittmoius 

Aa t;he .Pasos of Jl18DX)l"1,1 tuion baokw!U'd the numbel" of mel'Cho.nts of. tho 

Cl(lrly de.ya of' Huntington seeJ:1 ahnoat a 1og1on 1n riumbe1>. On1y a teu of 
,' 

~ltiem or tbs~ lil.uocl'Jasol'e ~. in bus1neso today. A1moat all ot them 

rti1" ono l'(Ja.SOll:\ Ol' ono~, death, fill~. economic cotld1tiOM, 01" tihnt 

awt, hnvo vnn!shed bom. ·the acoiu:i.. The l"EIOol"d \'tell llluatx-ntes tbs 

~i:nomoua i:oortnllits, ~-tha z,o~l bueineoa throughout tho t7hole counti-y 

q!lll1 the extreme hazlll'd oi' ombarking thel"eln,; 

Pt-obnbly•ono of' the t11-at stol'es to be eotnbliohed. S.nlt®ti~on 
g1-and fntlle:t> 

t1co· the general eto,:,& of E • T • tU.tchell & Son (fa.thel" and b™ of tt»s/ 

Peyton Dwil.ey) on the southtieat cornet' o~ Seoond. Avenue nnd Eic;hth St?"oet, 

~t conti1med tho!'O until business ~1t'ted OV01" onto Tb.il>d Avenut:)4 and ffl.\19 

• ~~.on d1acont:l.nuod. In tlla ·a~ b1ook wel:'8 the lil%>Ug stores c>i' 111. H. 

Urooks and Smithe, Darla (B.T.) lll'. Davia continued in business ttex-e 

lltit!1 !:'>.o built the Davis Opem Housli)· Ol1 the s1>uthenst cornei:- of Thi?"d 

4tenue and Eighth Street. He t~ mo-ted to the ool'ile:f' l"OOii1 of the Opera , 

}:f0119e building,- and continued 1n business f;hel"a until his death in 1937, 

'l)ko business 1s still cond.uotod. tho,:,e by his son, 
" 

In the sruiw ~loch 

$s the net1S, c1gtll' El,1ld candy stoioe ot Hel'llll'Ul J('!nk\ns (tnthet> of B~ 

~•: Jenldns). Thia stol'e ffll.s latel' ·moved to tlm nox-th side of ';!bird 

A~enue neal' Ninth Stlteet,· Anither atol."e 1n the eame. block wno that of' r , 

t- •. W • Vel'le.nd~r (ta.theio of Jomes E•· Ve:rlande:r) • 

Ona of the first dt>y goods and notions storos was tbnt of F. f• Hru:t-

~son who moved his stoX'& from G\lyQ.ndotte to Huntington in 1871. A ,roung 

e,:lerk f,n the stotte was Robert A. J110k, Who married a <laughter ~f Rev.- A. 

·• \l'llentinea A shOl't time la.tel' Jack became a partltor in the buoinoss 

ui~der the fil"m name of HS1'1Jison, Jack & Oo, Still lnte:t- M nequirM Ma 

pJU>tnoi-ts 1ntox,ost and oonduoted the business aa R.· A. Jnolt & Co, unt11 

L • 



Ahothel' earl.y dry goods mel'Chant was 'l'ho:mas c. Yora.lle& (18'73} who 

mPved to C1no1nnat1 a few o'GSl"S latep• 

., Anotbel" eal"l.y dry goods mol'Ohant vms Jacob Sb.sets '11th bitt ttRacket 

StOl"e" ~ on the north e1do of 'l'bn'd Avenue tlSsi'> Tenth Street. 

one of tba ewly groeey st()res tms ope!'ated bJ' a 7o1mg lll9l'1 f'1"0lll 

Alnbama, Jobn Booe Rassel. His pWtnel' 1ml:l tt. El'sk1ne m.llex>, h1a ~ 

man, o~ stmmton., vu-g1n1a. When the Bnnk of Hmitington n.s orga.n1zad 

tu. 18'73 m:-. Russel becmna- its tirat Csahlal", and 1at«n" its Prea1dent. 

Anothe:r.> or the etl1"1,r groee:t"':, atOl"El8 11ae that ope.l"ated ~OX' many yen?"lt 

by La1dley & Johnseon on the southeast COl'?lel" of 'l'h1rd Avenue and Tenth 

street.. They wre suceeeded by Drmenbeff'7 (c,.c.) and Wilson tw.s.) :r.a. .. 

ter I'il"• Dllsenberl"y witbdl"ew and VI ... B., Wilson did business 1n that loca

tion fo,-. :many yeal"S-,i 

Other em-17 grocery and mmdl"183 stoJ'OS were ope?ated by Noah Ad,.. 

·• ;tdns. on the southeast corner of Third .Avenue and Seventh street; kmoo 

' Ci-id.er r:,n the south side ~ 'l'hh--d Avem.1& neai- Tenth Stt-eetJ GeOl'g&- w. and 

H. a. Adm!l9 on the nol'th Side of Th1rd Avanu~ neal" !i'enth Stl>eetf .Tobn Q .. 

.Adsmu,. ri. H. Bull. and s~ a-. Ball on th8 noxsth elde of' 'l'h1rd Awnue be

tween :S,.ghth and El1nth St:roet&J E,. E .. Wst"d on the nOI"tlnrast cornm- or 
'lh11"d Avenue end Ninth StreetJ Tolbert Adkins (m the south side oi' 'l'h1rd. 

Avenue 11:Jetween Ninth mtl1 'l'entb St.N!etsr J. N. Potts on the southwest eor

nei- oi'-!~ Avenue and Eighth Streat ml.O"!lmS suoc-ooded tn 1884 by c. A. 

Boxley,., ls.ter Boxley & DwileJ'J s,. J. Ins;bnm and 1,ll's• Kllnee l'.atel' o. c., 

ru.e:icetts was a lesdSng gX"O®r on the southweat COl"llel' of 'l'h1rd A'W?l'tle mid 

Tenth Street,. and L. J. ffshwor~ J,. s. Davis,. Li. V • \"laugh and Hagw!lt 

P1~ &: Co., were pl'Osperous mel"Chants 1n the East End,. 

Tl$ f'h-st clothing stol"e operated 1n Huntington ,ms that of Sam G1d

e1 ~ (1878) on ~ Aitemie near Tenth Street. Tho business was cont1n,,i. 

ued 1n 1~t loeution bJ' in,,., Gideon end his sons f'~ more than f'1f't~ ye8%"S .. 

Ot;hsl' early .-l.otll1ng TllSrChants wwe Paul Eobel" who moved from Gall-

1po11s :1n l.887 J Jacob Zigl'G'l" on 'l'hird Avenue between Ninth and Tenth 



St:J:<eets-1 Nol"theott (o,.A.) and Kelly (Reath) (1884) 1lb.o W8l'9 located on 

• ,11.'llhtd .. Wllll& ~ Ninth and ~nth Stl'eeta. and whieh b'ru!1ness finally 

evol val! into the pres.ent Northaoti"!Tate,,;Hagy CnlllPBris J :t., R.. Cmm:na.nlt t18'18} 
Nontb 

on ~ Al7Gmle new """' Street, iatei- at corner> ot TlJ1rd A<aenue and 

'Renth ~ • M1k& tl.lld Julina i3roh (188'7;} en south side ot 'l'l:l1r4 
.tuJa B., Kalm:1J . 

A~ntte MIU' Ninth sttabtJ other ealy me:rcbants who bmldled o1o'th!ng 

-.1th~ llfflm we~ o.., a. llaxlger• Bien and F1"1edman and t!.-x scp,~14+ 
,, . I 

1.I',be earl.y ~ll~n wel'G ~ .. BoLellon, lli'S. m A. Lal.lance.- and 

m.•tl~ K~ A.. B'Def.t., Late!' oame Ul's •. Lm:U1 Kabna and: n. Uftmnn who e.lso 

l:Dlddlefl, ~ goods and notions• 

'l'he~ ver,e -two ~ stores esta'bl:1shed bi 1871,. v1z. • B. Xv .. 

Postm;- qn the eoutll:17$St c~ of- Tbbd Avenue and: Ninth Stl'eat and o .. 
F, FfU'#tmtl & 80ll on .nortb:east o01"l'.IS1" ·ot the sm:as stzweeta. 'l'h8y G1"e 

both 1b exintence toda:y•· the fol"mW ,as· the Fostel"'!T!iornbtlrg Hardwat>e co .. ,. 
• laud thE1 latte?> as tbe Emnons•liffl'lkine HiU"d'fl'lUlf& Co., 

The fil-st :shoe~ \IBS' pt>cSba.bly that of 'Lh'r •. ~ (fsthe?" of' 

la'so: Ft-a:nk n. ~)·• '1'ho bnllt t?Ie Bl.n!cll..;l!r Block on the south 1!11de of' 

'l'h1rd ,4.venue between -Nhith end Tdhtb. Stl'&et_.... Other> early shoe ml'ah-

ants ~re. K .. Delebim & BX'dtbm.>-. r.c .. fl',. aC'm'll:on (l.883) and JI·. La"fJ'J and 

·n.bout ~ \V., n. L'9tJ11S embal"ked in the shoe blls1nesa. 

~ th(!! em-17 c.h'ugg1sts 1.n ·Md1t1on to those al1-e&t!:y nmned were 

J,.. L,,; ~idOt'>~ Wfllle:m o .. Keete,: Wat"l'ell Overby :and T,. N., Boggess.. 

·li'he ear~ 3ewel.el"S W81'8 ~()l'ge Cull't!ID:t R .. c. Shmlp. Andrew streng; 
~ ,l;lott· a.llrl. Ol:enn llllf:on« 

~ fi.J:wst cbdnn ,ma. cl'Oeke!f7 sto:re was op~ by 'fho:mas Medf'ol"d 

on~ Avenue neat> Eightb Stroot.. Re later btiii~ the tbl-ee stoey 

bl-tell: ~1dtng j1lst east of the Ande'?'Bon-rtewco.tnb CO!!lptltly • aha maved his 

•
1 

'atol-Ei 1;hei-e ·whm-8 the business oord.lhmed until h18' death. In the new 

location he ~ted .t"!.V& and ten oent aounten •. the fti>qt off tM Id.m 

1n Hunµngf;<Jlb. 

, 



,I 
!, •• .lllte,- H~ o. Ale-sh1re l on the south side 0£ 'l'h1rd Avmnro' between "l'enth 

and El.e~th Sti-eets. 

~ em>ly photo~ mrt'l ~ w. lttltk;, Heorge c. ~Ol'd# 

D. B. Abbott mid Sam ~-. Mattbewn,. 
' ' 

'l'1l8 eai'ly eonl mm-c-hantn W8l'e Isanc Bvumel•a v. n. Gl"Gcn (fatllal> cf 

E. 'l'. end· n. n. 01>eim), Tho.mas t.x-ohe?> (t'e.thel.- of Robo?'t L. Arobel'-),.. u. c. 
Peti.t ttnd Dml A. uosmnan. 

'i'l;i.e 'Cltlr>l~ 1nn,irane& am we~ Dai'JnW & ~ttus• Captnin Mm>k ~ tmd 

B. B .. ~low & co. '!'ho .Enslow ~cy finally eVOlved into the present 

staats.Blnh> Agencrr. 

Lbv1 CJ.-1<101' min n b?>Other of i. L,. and Amos Crl&lr.. He c1et"~d 

f~ c. wblle 1n h1o bN>tllw'n diwug stON> and 1;b8n 8l'llllm'ked 1.n bus1nest, on 
b1s own nceount ac a clti&lm> 1n books, ~ 8::0., Later bOok stm.-ea, 

••1 ~e ~ted by Lansing Fe.rroll., Joseph R.. Hnl11ck and J._ P .. l'lcV&7• 

The fil"st fum1 tm-o stors ms Op8%'ntea. ~ E·• Ew Ren®l.1• mo 1'Jatt 

f'inallf Ei'Uaceeded ~ \7• H.B .. Holmrodo ~ t~ ttouth slde of' 'l'h1l'd Avc

tm.e bef;noon Ninth end 'l'enth streeto.. r.rr,. Roltnmde and bts son (~..F'Nd) 

continµed 1n business there f'o..l" rtJe.r!$ yoai-e until tbs death of the el.dei

Hol~. La~ :fwnlt:Ul"& ~ts wei-& Jolmnon (J~ E.) alld lb.. 

mons (~. A. l,. mid J,. c.. Ca1"teli> ll: Co, 

'iiie 00<:!lw bnkex>a wero AdQlph Uolt8rt C0711"8d Mal.tel, mid w .. .R,. Ral:lloo1e 

(fa.tlle~ -of c., o. Betlme1o and ".'il>D H. Linn Huftl • 

~ em>ly bu.tCbal'U tl'81ltl J • t'I,. lloblo and 'Browlii'-igg &: Dl:;,yel": m:td htmo 

F. D. ~ (fnthar or t!Pn• R. L .. B'lltohbmon) • 

Elll'ly atono tlild bl'1ok cont;roctOPD W&l'e Robel"t MointoDh. 0$0l"ge me

~ ·ThclnJas Sikes tf'atll8?" of' Gcox>go w. and Aus:t1n u. s11roal. and. P 

'(Pote) ,HentJon., liEm1"y L .. t.'%>1ght mm a contraotw 1'01" ·wsU.it c1ste:rna 

and otbel> excaw.ts.omr •. 

P~ter Bae1" opened the fil"St f'i.ve and tan cent etol"8 1n 1887 • 



\ 
' 

~ ,ras m;ZJSed 4"01" plnmbel."e ·untu ·tht, "m~ works. ¢eme s.n ·188G. 

1 • "-'btu.tl~ f., ·co1e -.s ·an E)fU."'-7 plu:mbei-.. 'Bia .fatbei-in.o,l.mr, -~ .. litsgee ot 
' { 

t 

~lle wu l~tel" aasoc1ated. 11i1th Mm. Jl:ootbe)I' (ffll'l:y plumbing 

,. 

• - oalcOlm Clnd the ~ the?'fl()f WM a eontimwlg J;ll'Oblel!I. to· 

tbs 01~ co-.mcU., A~ tmes th& elty saloon lleexm& was plooecl ea h18b 

u ono:itlloulmna ~lhws P!!ll' -yoor 1n an effort to ~ict tbs ffllinber-• 

Anotbe>.9' plan \'IM to lloemia on'ly On$ fbP eaeh t:bGusand or populat'lon. 

S01!1$ o, th& Bal.con troopws '1teN 1:!1gb1.y lOOSpeeted ,and vaJ:o.ad c1.f;1sens: 

,rhos~ J,)l&.et;)S of bui!!Mss ooro <n"del'ly and •11 ~• otl:l.e1"s k&pt P1st;n 

tlutt· ~,:,e dioo~l.7 Ol'1tl zrJDro OJ> lea& of a mdl!ffl1'1Ce t;o otheli' c1themt 

~ wet'e a goodly mioow <>f l:lmll retail Y!J81'Cbants whdne Ml'1GS 

ho.ve not been mentioned.. ln re.ct small ~tail: e'to!leS rt)s.& and t'ell· 

l?l®h d do the flcnrers 1n tho Spring.-

./ 1>ract1eal.l7 nll 1:l'llsiness ;nm. don& on e1"'1dlt., rmd sattlememta ftl'O 

made Jlltjntbly if,pi,ssibl.$. ~ ~ntD traded .\Jith, e~ QtheJ.I',, and 

the C'W.itam b&'t.;Ren tb!mt .\VU to• llll!lll:e !1'8ttlem&n'tu sem1...anmmn,- OJ' fltll1'tti,o, -

all.7• 'l'be stim6.trlg m- the ci~p ss. a e~-11' ttisk cr,mpsred ro.~ 
abl.7 ~tb. tha~ of ~• 

~ doubt the nutho:r- ht>.s ffll!ttted $0tlll' namG8 'tlmt ought to. haV9 been 

ment1~ m.tai tbo thought that stxey- ,-Sa:L"S 'ba.c'll: is a long ttme to 

~bt'Ph&·hopes'tnbe~ 
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