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TAKING CHHENCE AT CHRIST,

ldxt,.T ”And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be
offeni®ed-liiMe. * -Luite 7:33.

John the Baptist was one of the most reearkable
oharaeters aientioned in all the of God. Clad in
eaosel's hair and a leathern girdle about his loins, he
appeared in the Wilderness of Judea and preached the
baptisffl of repentance for the reiaission of sins. To the
ffiultitude that came forth io-he baptized of him, he cried,
"0 generati®”™t vipers! who hath warned you to flee froai
the wrath to ooise? Bring forth, therefore, fruits meet
for repestanoe; and begin not to say within yourselves,
#e have Abrahagj to :@ur father: for | say unto you. That
God is able .of these, stones to raise up children unto A-
brahao. A now also the axe is laid unto the root of
the trees: every tree, therefore, which bringeth not forth
good fruit, is hewn down, and cast into the fire.” Ax
when the people asked him, saying, "What shall we do then?'
be answered theic, "He that hath two coats, let him ioipart
to hta that bath none; and he that hath meat, let him do
likewise.” A when the publicans came also to be bap-
tized, he said unto them, "Exact no more than that which
Is appointed you." And to the soldiers who had inquired
the way, he told them, "Do violence to no man, neither ao-
ouse any falsely; and be content with your wages." Ad
to those who were in great expectation and mused in their
hearts whether he were the Christ or not, he answered, say-
ing unto them all, "I indeed bapti%’guwith water; >but one
mightier than | oometh, the latchet of whose shoes | am
not worthy to unloose: He shall baptize you with the Ho>
ly Ghost, and with fire.” Altho' he denounced sin in the
most uBOomproalBIng language, no one seemdd to take ex-
ception to that which he said until probaPly™ in the same



audienoe, he saw Herod the tetrarch with his brother
Philip's wife and he reproved this wioked ruler for ~
this aod for all of the evils which he dii» Herod

was so enraged that be added this above all that he bH
oast John into prison. Wé do not know how long this
men of God remained in there, but one day he sent two
of his disciples to Jesus to enquire, “Art thou He
—Uiat-ahoaid eoaief or luuk'wa for another?” Just why

he did this | cannot say. Did his unjust imprisonaient
cause him to doubt? Did he feel that Christ should make
an effort to get him out of jail? It bapp”n'ed“tsat~*""
while these messengers were there, Jesus performed a
number of miracles. He cured many of their infirmities
and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that wer
blind he gave sight; Then he answering, said unto them,
"Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen
and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the”?
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are rais™”
to the poor the gospel is preached." And then H added,
"And blessed is he, whosoever shall not bo offended in
Me." o

Wy did H add this statement? H knew the dan-
ger in which they were placed. It would be so easy for
them to judge according to appearance and question His
claim to the Messiahship because H was meek and lowly
and there were no signs of a king about Him, no riches,
flo royal apparel, no guards, no oourtiers and no crown.
Be wes surrounded by. a few poor fishermen and publicans.
Our Lord read their thoughts and dismissed them with
the searching oaution, "Blessed is he whosoever shall
not be offended in me."

It seems almost inconceivable that anyone
should become offended at the adorable Son of God



Hurea nature in aome of its phases is very pe-
culiar in its antipathies. (Why one men voted to
ostraoiee Aristides. Fe wes tired hearing hi® —
called the Just. Sea. Logaa says that men tire of
honesty. The preacher, ohoii leader, public man, etc.)

I. Soise of the ways in which men are offended in
Ghrist.

(@) His huiBility.

His teaching.
The coaduot of His followers.
What it would mean to follow Him

I1. Soise of the blessing of aot being offended in
Hioi.






THANKS3I1V1J13 SERMON

In 1871, Seventy-five years after jeor|c Washin|ton had taken the
oath of office as oar Gjief Execative, Abraham Oincoln iesi|nated the last
Thursday in November as a day of national thanks|ivin|. This date was ob-
served for sevonty-fivs years. In 1939, there was a speaial appeal made to
the President of our country by certain business concerns to change the time
of Thanksgiving and make it a week earlier. This was done but it did not
meet with popular approval. About half of the states observed the new Thanks-
giving Day and the other half the old Thanksgiving Day. That caused so much
confusion that a rosolutior* tas passed by Congress in 1941 setting aside the
fourth Thursday of each year for Thanksgiving. This act of our law-makers
worked all right until this year when November gives us five Thursdays, Forty
of the states of the union are observingA”ourth Thursday and eight of the states
are holding on to the last Thursday,

But perhaps this is as it should be. W should not think of the fourth
Taursday in November as being the only period of the twelve months when we
should pause to offer our sacrifice of praise to the Creator of all things and
tne diver of every good and perfect gift, but each Thursday and the other days
cf the year should be days of thanksgiving.

Some one has said that 3ol and man are alike in this respect- they both
like to be appreciated. There are more exhortations in the Bible concerning
praise than prayer. Long ago, Moses declared, "When thou hast eaten and art
full, then thou shalt bless the LorJ*thy %>d for the good land that He hath
given thee,” Among the many utterances .of tuo Psalmist on this theme are these;
"I will praise the Lori accordingto His, righteousness: andwill sing praise
to the name of the Lord mostHigh." "I will praise Thee, 0 Lord, with mywhole
heart; | will shew forth all Thy marvelous works.” "My lips shall greatly re-
joice when | sing unto Thee; and ny soul, which Thou hast redeemed.” "l will
bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.”
"Thus will I bless Thee while I live: 1 will lift up my hands in Thy name."”

"0 that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works
to the children of men]” "lwill sing unto the Lord as long as | live; | will
sing praise to ny 3o0i while | have any being.” "Enter into His g'atefe-with thank
giving, and into His courts with praise: be thankful unto Him, and bless His
name." **Sless the Lord, O ny soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy
riMie. Bless the Lord, 0 ny soul, and forget not all His benefits: who forgiv-



til thine iniquities; who healeta all thy diseases; who redeemeth thy life
from destruction; who orowneth thee with lovinJkindness and tender mercies;
who satisfieth thy mouth with |ood thin|s; so that thy youth is renewed like
tae easle*3.” "It is a "ooi tninl to |ive thanks unto the bord.” "bet
everything that hath breath praise the bord. Praise ye the bord."

But thanks|ivin® and praise are not confined to the men and women of
tae OH Testament. Altho'-Jesus was a "man of sorrows and acquainted with *
Arief,” His heart was always filled with gratitude to His heavenly Father,
finen the an”el announced His birth to the shepherds who were keepin| watoh
ever their flock on the Judaean hillside, he said, "Fear not; for, behold,
I brina you ”~ood tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day in tne city of David a Saviour, whion is Christ
tne bord.” And suddenly there «as with' this Divine messenger, a multitude
of celestial beings praising Jod, and saying, "3lory to 3od in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will toward men."”

Christianity is essentially a religion of gladness. Jesus set the
world to singing when He came. He preached the gospel to the poor, He
healed the brokenhearted, M delivered the captives, He restored the sight
of the blind, He cleansed the leper, He raised the dead, and He cured all
manner of diseases. He brought life and immortality to light. He said
to His apostles, "Blessed arc they that are persecuted for righteousness’
sake: for their's is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall
revile you, and persecute you. and shall say all manner of evil against
vou -f>I3ely. sake. Reioice, anl be exceeding glad: for great is A
your reward in heaven: for so persecuted the, the prophets which were be-
fore you."

A few yoars after these words were spoken and Christ had been cruci-
fied and had risen from the dead and had ascended into heaven, and the dis-
ciples had tarried until they were endued with power from on high, they
were persecuted but they "rejoiced in that they were counted worthy to
suffer for His sake.” When Paul and Silas were oast into the prison at
Philippi, they prayed and sang praises to 3od. At another time when thid
great apostle was in jail at Roms, he wrote to the Philippians and he
said, "Rejoice in the bord always, and again, | say, Rejoice."”
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IHii aOSPEL INVITATION.'

Text-'-""CotBe unto Me aii ye that lafeor and are heavy-laden,
and I will give you rest.- Take.my yoke upon you and learn of. M¢; for.
I am neek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find yoursouls
For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.-"" -Mattnew 11:28-30.-

These words were spoken by Jesus in the Second Vear of His'ain?
istry.; It was upon an occasion of deep interest.- An immense throne
had assembled about,Him.- They SBawa uis gospel and many of them were
healed from their diseases. In €he meantime, John the..Baptist,who had
been cast into prison, heard of the marvelous works of.Christ and sent
two of his disciples and asked.Him, saying,-""Art thou.He that should
come, or do we look for another?" Then Jesus answered and said unto
them, "G and shew John again those things which ye do see.and hear:

The blind receive their |ilht ana the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
and the deaf hear, the dead raised up, ana the poor have the-gospel
preached to them-"  And,"as they departed. He told the multitudes of
the mission and character of John; He reproved the wicked and adulterous
generation of His day because of their false views concerning Himself;
He .upbraided the “~unthankfuiness and unrepentanoe of. Chorazin, Bethsaida,
and Capernaum and stated, that it would be more tolerable for Tyre and
Sidon in the day of judgment than for these self-righteous-cities; He
praised His Father that the things of the- kingdom had been concealed
from the wise and pruaent but had been Teveaied unto babes; and, ttv?-
with a heart filled with compassion, mHe exclaimed, ."Come unto M all\
that-labor and are heavy-laden and J will give you-rest. Take-My yokV .-
upon you ancTleart'.of*tte;--for: I..am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
finti, rest your souls.; For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."

I. The Invitation: Come.-

1-: this.invitation is replete with divine love.- A poor
blind lady asked a friend.to guess which, to her, was the sweetest word
in.all the Scripture.; the friend guessed the word Jesus.because that is
the name of our dear Savior.-."'No, " said the blind woman.; 'That is in-
deed a precious name, but .what-good would that-name do ne if | did not
that Jesus is ny Savior. " Then the friend-guessed the wand Heaven be-






cause that is the name of the eternal home of the blessed." "No, " °
said the blind woman, "“wnat good would it do ne to fenow of Heaven

if I did not know it to be ny future home. Tjien the blind woman
related he© .experience.; She said that one day when she was sad and
lonely and lost, the call came to.her: ."Come unto Mel'" She accepted
Christ, heMaven entered”her soul, and .ever since the little word '‘come”
Has to heat the sweetest word in the Bidle.; Yes, it id**indeed *a swe™B
word and are hEpYy to know that.it appears over six hundred times in
the Bible.;

2. This invitation is in complete.narmony with the spirit of

~he gospel of-Christ.; When tne scribes and Pharisees complained about
-Jesus eating.with the publicans and sinners,.He plainly told them,
""They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are .sick.; |
came not to call the .righteous,-but sinners to “repentance.;"" And when
He visited the home of Zacchaeus, He said to this despised tax-collectoi
".."This day is salvation come to this house.v.For the Son of nmen
mis come to seek and save that wnich was lost."

B." This invitation is a living message of Cod*s eternal love.;
hot only were these.words spoken centuries ago by the Christ,. .but.they
are still extended to aii-

N I1." .This invitation is universal." "Cone unto Me all ye that
labor and are,heavy-laden.."

_ .Men are more or_less partial.; They can only love a few p
mit a time. This has become so prevalent that we often hear*
mark, "He that is everybody's friend is nobody's friend..;"" .(Dr. Boae®
But God is no respecter of persons.’

All who labor ana are neavy-iaden may come. .\ all have bur-
aens-physical, mental and spiritual.;

ill.  The requirements imposed.;

1. Come to Jesus.’
S. Take His yoke .upon you.'

B." Learn of.HmM"'

JAV.m The Savior's promise.” There are more than,tirty thousanc
promises in the Bible. (o™

(A) A JO.



fors

M. HOMER CUMMINGS

PUBLISHER
($ttngs itf anir
*BOX 768

WHEELING. W. VA. QrvU 2b, iqi8.

Q H
Uo/n-c-t-ta, 'y.* ['ma Bt
T
A <xd Af> Nwd  -to- <
to tet tou ~notu -tf-at i om wett and fofe wf-en tfi-to A.eacf.e-0
i“o-u d/t tv/rvct your -t*-e oan-©, w« -IWoe -t'eon -fi-aun”™ oone' Mvn-e weat-fir't/
Ace'ue of- ta-t-e, <At mat™ Aown «d'fte A-noon,

otfivA da™ A went out d\AwUtNM™* PO/ tt wao not' tn“on

nuton'ot™N/eet - tA<n &VcuuMdger Atoo” a unfheu and d\owe
ecOTe Nnutto™



Tbe Blood- ,ffastied. Traveler.;

| sair a bolla-washed traveler, in garments white as snow,
While.traveling in the highway where-heavenly breezes blow
His path was full of trials, and yet his face was bright.
.He shouted as he .journeyed, "I*m glad the burdenls light!"

I saw him in the conflict,.when all around was .strife;

When wicked.men and demons convened to takehis life."
I saw him cast in prison- a dungeon dark as night-

Ad yeti | heard, him shouting, ."Im glad the burden*s lignti



HIGHWAY IN THE SEA,

Text:- "Thy way ia in the sea.” -Ps, 77519»

The three greatest powers in nature, it has been said,
are the sky, the mountains, and the sea. Of these three, the
sky has the widest influence, for it stretches shove all men
everywhere, and silently and unceasingly affects them by its
clouds, i1ts sunshine, and its stars. But wherever the moun-
tains lift their heads or the sea washes, men are wrought upon
they know not how by being cradled among the hills or being
lulled to sleep by the undulations of the ocean,

How it is notable that all through the Old Testament,
the sky and the mountains and the sea figure conspicuously.
As the Psalmist kept watch over his flock on the Judean hill-
sidd and gazed up into the azure dome far above him, he ex-
claimed, "The heavens declare the glory of God and the firma-
ment sheweth Hid handiwork,”™ As he thought of the love and
protecting care of Jehovah, he said, "1 will lift up mine eyes
unto the hills from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from
the Lord which made heaven and earth,”™ '"As the mountains are
round about Jerusalem, so the Lord-is round about them that
fear Him,” And when he penned the words of our text, he de-
clared, "Thy way is in the sea,”

What then i1s the significance of this statement? What
do we learn from™thiB verse?

I, The sea is an object of dread. There were two
places above all others dreaded by the Jew. The one was the
desert and the other was the sea. The desert was the home
of the wild beasts and the haunt of the robbers who plundered
the Jewish villages, and it was across the desert that these
armies came that besieged Jerusalem and pillaged it* And they
were afraid of the sea because i1t was full of storm and treach-
ery i1In Jewish eyes. It was the cruel, hungry, and iInsatiable
deep. He loved his fTields and his vineyards and his markets;
but the element he dreaded was the unconquerable sea,

great

How comes the voice of th”singer and tells the people
that God®"s way is In the sea. In the very sphere and element
that they dread, there is the path and purpose of divinity.
They loved their gardens and various possessions and felt
that the Lord was there. 1In all the places that were sweet and
dear to them they believed that there was the presence of the
God of Israel, But none the less iIn the realm of that which



Kae terrible, and in the regions which they shunned in-
stinctively, there was the path ordered of the Almighty.
This is a vital lesson for us to learn- God"s way is often
in the very thing we dread. We are so apt to cry that God
"has forgotten us \"en the experience that we loathe arrives.
We all love health but*we all dread disease, $ickness may

be a blessing in disguise, ( ) We all love success,
but we all dread disappointments. Disappointments may be
His appointments, ( ) We all love energy and life;

but we all dread death and the grave” (Gray'eAelegy, etc.)
IT, The sea iIs the abiding®“home of mystery.
As civilization slowly and surely advances, the sense of
mystery i1s being driven from the earth; but all the progress-
of a thousand centuries will never drive the mystery from
the sea. It will always remain lonely, restless, and de-
fiant, And otl the secrets concealed iIn 1ts depths. Think
of the ships that have been foundered, the treasure that
has been sunk, and of the bones that are lying iIn its Sun-
less caverns. We shall never know i1ts buried tragedies
until the sea gives up i1ts dead, (Lesson for us, etc.

I1l1. The sea is the element of restlessness.

IV, The sea is the meeting place of all the waters

=15






THS HOVB

N l f ' *

**00 home to thy friends, and tell ~hea how great things
the Lord hath done for thee,” -Uarlc Os19.

There are many people today who are longing for some grand sphere
in whloh to serre Ood. |If they oould preaoh the gospel with the eloquence
of a Talmage, the earnestness of a Moody, the wit of a Sam Jones, the ten-

derness of a Gipsy smith, and the foroefulness of a Billy Sunday to tens of
thousands, they would gladly go forth and proolalm the unsearohable rlohes
of Christ Jesus. Or if they oould only sing to rast multitudes like a Jenny
Lind, a BlIsSf or e Saiey, the%/ would willingly use their rolces for the
Maater. But whei: | t‘comes to the insignificant drudgery end dally grind

of the commom-pleoe, they Instinctively shrink from it* They went to do
the spectacular and receive the plaudits of the admiring multitudes* This
Is a mistaken idea of true service* It is our faithfulness in the little
things that count*

Mark informs us that one day ae Jesus entered the country of the
Gadarenes, there met Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit*
This poor, unfortunate character was In such a desperate plight that he
lived in the mountains and rocks and was always roaming about, crying and
cutting himself with stones* He was afflicted with that dreadful malady of
demon-possession* His name was Legion for they* were so many* But when
he saw the Savior afar off, he ran and worshipped Him* Christ had compas-
sion on him and commanded the unclean spirits to corns out of him* This
they did and entered Into -a herd of swine, but that was more than these
stout-bodied, short-legged.nrtlodactyl animals oould endure- they ran vio-
lently down a steep hill into the sea and were drowned* This is ons in-
stanos of hogs displaying more sense than human beings- they would not per-
mit demons to remain In them* Whon the men who fed the swine saw what
was done, they fled and told It in the city and the country round about*
Then all of the citizens came out and besought Jesus to depart from their
coasts* But the man who had been healed was so grateful that he wanted to
follow the Bdaater wherever He went* But Christ told him, *G home to thy
friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and
hath had compassion on thee** That was the proper place for him to ?o,
back home to his friends end relatives and tell them of the wonderful trans-
formation that had been wrought in hie own life*

The homo is the place where all of us should begin our work* V&
must learn to do that which is least before we can hope to accomplish great
things. Had Petsr not been wiIIin% to help the cripple at the gate of the
teng)le he would never have been able to lead thousands to the Savior* Paul
not only made Felix tremble on his throne when he reasoned with him of right-
eousness, temperance, and judgment to come, but he took special pains to
instruct the JaUet of ths -tU



THg yOTHBR.

Te t.- "When Jesus therefore saw his mother, an3 the iisoiple

standing by, whoa He loved, He saith unto His mother, *IToBan, behold
thy sohl™ -John 20:26.

vV #

words were-jit*red by our Savior in the aidst"t"-the
gospel ay”~ry. He hadJeft.JieavoKis M--1tff |lory and*ha™T”ome down
this with it%-fihame that He might'>©4eein jjoor, lost iouls frha

sin?

Ifhen these words fell from the lips of the Savior,- He was
han®in< on the cross of Calvary in the deepest of a“ony.® Jhe blood ~
was flowing from the oruel prints of the nails in his hands and.feet*
On either side of Hla wore the two thieves who were orucifiod with Hia.
A vast Bultituda had assembled to witness the apallinJ tragedy. Many

of them as they passed by wagged their heads and deridingly remarked,
"He saved others
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position «horo vo oan boat sorro God and the all-absorbing “uastion
with aa should bo, "Lord, imat wilt thou hawo ua to do?"

Tho man who had boon oloansod of tho owil spirits was instruotod
to go homo and toll how groat things tho Lord had dons for him. As to
tho kind of homo that ho had, wo do not know. Owing to tho wrotohod Ilfo
that hs had boon lining, it was owldontly far from bolng happy. But now
all had boon ehangodl Ho had boon to tho groat Biysioian and had boon
ourod and was olothod and in his right mind. What must hara boon tho sur*
priso of his fri~rds whan ho rotumodS Ho lomgor poooooood by domonsi
No longor a torror to tho oommunlg/, wandorlng thro* tho rooks and moon*
tains, but instoad a rodflomod child of Oodt

Hay | ask you today, what kind of a hcmao do you haws? Xs it
loro at tho hearth, plenty at the tablo, industry at the workstand. In-
telligsnoo at tho books, and dorotlon at the altar? Do you hero a pleas-
ant grootlng at the door and a emilo of weloomo at the oheir? Does peaoe
roigu? Or, is it Just the opposite, o oheorloss firo-grate, spoiled with
oursos, weeping with ruin, ohoking with too, and sweating with tho death
agony of despair?

To hare tho right kind of a homo, Christ should bo tho head of
tho house, tho unooen Guest at erery meal, end the silent Listener to or-
ory oonrorsation. Julius Ceosar onoe oalmod tho fears of an affrighted
boatman who was rowing him oror a stream by saying, ™So longs as Caesar is
tith you in the saiao boat, no harm oan happen.” .And whetorar storm of sd«
Torsity or baraaramont, or pororty may atriko your homo, ell is well whfls
you hare Jssus with you.

Hay God grant that your horns may be so far-roaohlng in its in-
fluonoe that down to the last moment of your ohlldren*s lires you may
hold them with a hearenly charm. One of the most eloquent mon who erer
oooupled a seat in the Sonata of tho Dé&lted States was that illustrious
statesman, Henry Clay. At the age of serentg-sm, ho lay dying in tho”-"-««
city of Washington. His pastor sat by his bed-sids, and the old man,
as the soonos of his boyhood flashed before hio mind, imm&urod ower and
owor again, H?/ mother, my mother, mP/ motherl" And with her precious
name upon his [lips, he breathed his last end passed out Into eternity
to meet the one Who had taught his infant lips to pray.



LI~ ...~ .THB HOSBASP. 2

Text«« MAnd Isaao w«nt out to modltato in tho floXxd at trantldat
and ho 1Iftod up his oyo8] and aaw, and, h”~old tho oaaols woro ooming**
-Oonoaila 24;63«

Aftar tho doath of Sarah, hla nothor, lIsaac iras rory lonoly and
dlotrossod; and slnoo ho was old onough to marry, Abraham sought a wlfo for
hla, for iIn those ooantrloe the peronts hare always chosen tho wires for
their sons, and tho husbands for thoir daughters. Inasmuch as the women
in tho land lAiloro this ronerablo patriarch sojourned wore all worshippers
of i1dols, it was necessary for him to select a companion for his only child

his own people. Kot being able to go into liesopotamia In person, Abra.
nem sent his most faithful and trusted serrant, Hliezer. The account of this
journey is exceedingly Interesting and romantic* 7271th ten camels and many
presents from hie master, he trareled orer rough roads until he reached the
Oity of Nahor* Just at the close of day, outside the gates, he paused at the
well and made his oamels icneel down* Then ho prayed to tho Lord that he might
find the right woman to be the wife of lsaac* ~lle he was yet speaking, a
Tory attractlwe young lady, with a pitcher on her shoulder, came to draw water™®
After talking with her for a lew moments, he was so favorably impressed with
her that he decided that she was the one thdt he should take back with him*
And, to make a long story short, he obtained tho consent of the father and
mother end brother and the fair damsel herself and started to return home*
After riding on the oamels for several days, they began to approach the coun-
try In “lch Abraham dwelt* And, we are told, that lsaao went out to medi-
tate iIn the field at eventide* Now, as to what he was thinking about, wo are
not informed, but one would nfE:turally presume that it was his coming marriage*
And if there la ever a time in a man*s life that ho should think. It Is at
this critical period. It Is a matter of such vital iImportance that it should
not be entered iInto unadvisedly and hastily, but reverently, discreetly, and
in the fear of dod* Your marriage may determine your happiness for time and
eternity. Well, while meditating on his future companion, lIsaac lifted up
his eyed, and saw, and, behold, the oamels were coming, and on them his chosen
bride, Hebekah™'. When he mot her he fell i1n love with her and took her to
be his wife and ever after they were true and faithful to each other. It so
happened iIn the Providence of God that their union was Divinely arranged.
And 1 take i1t for granted that you have selected the right companion. How

then can you make her happy?

First, X would suggest that you realize your solemn responsibility
to her. You should ever keep in mind the fact that from the first time that
you met her until you were united in the holy bonds of matrimony, you were
the aggressor. After you had been Introduced to her, you did most of the
courting; you made the dates with her; you bought her boxes of candy; you
arranged for her to attend the various social functions; you did everything
that you could to win her heart. And then, when the psychological moment
arrived, with your voice choked and trembling with emotion, you told her
how much you loved her and begged her to leave the eustody and care of the
homestead In whloB sha was ahalterad, and Da your wlfa. You promised to ba

UOT* to her than har fathar or mother, more than all the she
or oould hare. You Informed her that altho® har home was bright and heau 1-



ful. It would b* bwtter fop ter to foraaky It and

HI |Sg.'nr S S‘ (L) I&Y& Y S4B

, h!)norgbla Inay mn-

tfcou TO«8t. | wI™ SO. Whd whara **x%kg Mar2et"'l wU INMNdItate

al au*TandOP to you, you ara undap a “aat obllisatlon to hap, ttidar
olpoumatanoaa ahould you alatpaat op ahuaa Hep.

MV aaoona atUKeatlon to you la that you aaka youpaalf an agpoo-
;M \r “ortL‘ldloSi-*aSSa”-dT.o” u

H4-

uss;ga 5'gl «rTS n IG:VOS.SS « P2V ..
.  AK-pgagsA . S'§ s M5 r-

" et

J* o

































HY¥ 0D V§ THE BIBLE?

M. HOMER CUMMINGS
PUBLISHER
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WHEELING, W.VA.

| do not presume that there is a single individual in
this congregation or in the town of “len White who does not be-
lieve the Bible tg™be the Word of 3od. You nmay ridicule the va-
rious churches anclAprofessed followers of Christianity and you
may talk about the alleged discrepancies and the supposed contra-
dictions of the Scriptures, but in your sober, saner moments,
deep down in your heart, there is something that tells you that
this volume is true. Howdo you know it? Upon what do you base your,
belief? In his first epistle, Peter exhorts us to be ready always
to give an answ'er to every men that asketh us a reason for the hope
that is in us. Wy do we believe the Bible?

I. The testimony of Jesus Christ. There is one fact
that can not be denied. About two thousand years ago, there lived
ibjQalilee a lowly peasant Jew who gave to the world its best sys-
tem of morals. The miracles that He performed, the doctrines that
He taught, and His aniapeachable character were such that the only
way we can account for Hm is that He waes the Son of 3od. That be-
ing ?he case, it would-naturally follow that His statements would
be perfectly reliable. What did H say with reference the the in-
spiration of the Scriptures? In Mark 7:13, we find His testimony
as to the Old -Testament. eal 1s the law of Moses the ."Jord
of God.” That of course covets'only the first five books of the
Bible,- the Pentateuch, but in Luke 24:27 we read, "And beginning
at Moses and all the prophets, H expounded unto them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning Himself,"” and in the forty-fourth
verse He said, "AIll things must be fulfilled which were written
in the law of Moses and in the prophets and in the Psalms,” The
Jews divided the Old Testament into three parts- the Law, the
Prophets, and the Psalms- and Christ takes up each of these
three parts and sets His stamp of approval upon them. In John
10:36, He says, "The Scripture can not be broken," thereby teach-
ing the absolute accuracy and inviolability of the Old Testament.
More specifically still, if possible, is the assertion in Matthew
6:18, "One jot or one tittle shall in nd™ wise pass from the law
till all shall be fulfilled.” Ajot is the smallest letter in the
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The above is one of the SS7 selections in “Songs of Salvation and
Service Revised,” ournewhymn book. Just the book for Sunday Schools,
Revivals and Young People’s Societies.

Send 25 cents for SAMPLE COPY. Address,

M. HOMER CUMMINGS, Wheeling, W. Va,
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Hebrew alphabet- less than half the size of any other letter,
and a tittle is the merest point of a consonant- less than
the cross we put on a "t," and here Christ declares that the
Scripture is absolutely true, down to the smallest letter or point
of a letter. So if we accept the authority of Christ, wa must
accept the Divine authority of the Old Testament,

But what of the New Testament? Ne find His endorsement
of it in John 14:26, "The Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send
in ny name. He shall teach you all things and bring all things
to your remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you." Here we
see that not only waes the teaching of the Apostles to be fully
inspired, but also their recollection of what Christ Himself taught,
e are sometimes asked how we know that the Apostles correctly
reported what Jesus said- "may they not have forgotten?" True,
they might forget but the Spirit of God does not and Peter informs
us that the "holy nmen of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost."

I1. Its fulfilled prophecies. In the prophecies written
hundreds of years before the Messiah came, we have the most ex-
plicit statements concerning the manner and place of His birth,
how He would be received by men, now His life would end. His res-
urrection, and Hi« viotory succeeding His death. The prophets
of old also predicted the fail of the loading nations of the
world when they were in the zenith and splendor of their glory
and it came to pass even as they had said. How are we to account
for 1t? M could hot have forseen these improbable events but
God could, and.it was He who spake through these men.

[11.  The unity of the book. This is an old argument,
but a very satisfactory one. The Bible consists of sixty-six-
booiks, written by more than thirty different men extending in the
period of composition over more than fifteen hundred years, ' It
was written in three different languages, in varioil® countries, and
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The above is one of the 857 selections in “Songs of Salvation and
bervice Revised. > ournew hymn book. Justthe book for Sunday Schools
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1 a0 not p”suiue ttat there is a single inaiviaual
in this congregation does not believe the Bible to be the
nora of Goa. xou nay riaioule tne churches ana the professed fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ and you may talk of the alleged discrepancies
and supposed contradictions of tneBook Of all books, but in your
sober, saner Boaents, deep down in your heart, there is something
that tells you that this volume is true. "But how it?
In his first epistle, Peter exhorts us to be ready always to give
an answer to every nmen that askethus a reason for the hope that
is in us. hy do we believe the Bible?

o ooourrea
to you. but it is the case”nev”~theless/tfl* are but few people
who will reject tne authority of there are many who claim

that He was not the Son of Sod, but™as a good man, a beautiful ex-
ample, a perfect model, and that he gave to the ~rid its best sys-
tem of morals. Even Robert @ Ingersol once imrllwxrrl, “itor that
Galilean peasant, | have the most profound respect.”  Hw aliy one
E@'Hﬁ)ld to this view is a mystery, in itself. |f Christ was not ttki

sl Sai, He wes the greatest impostor that ever lived. He declared
Himself to be the Son of God and made a belief in His Messiahship a
condition of discipleship. And then there are those who believe in
the diYinily-_of-Christ and yet do not accept the Bible as a whole.
This is also a contradiction, if Christ was the Son of cod. He wes
truthful, “hat did H say with referaeoe”™'to the inspiration pf tne
Scriptures?  Te find His testimony as to the Old Testament in sakkhsw
Mark ?:13.  Here He calls the lair-of Moses the "~ord of God." That
of course covers only the first five books of kasss the Old Testament,
but in Luke 24:27 we read, "And beginning at Moses and all the prophets
H expounded unto theaiAall the Scriptures the things concerning him-
self," and in the forty-fourth verse He said, "Allthings must be ful- -
filled which were written in the iaw of Moses and in the prophets and
in the Psalms.” The Jews, divided the Old Testament into three parts-
the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms- and Christ takes, up each of
these three parts and sets his staaip oi approval upon Lreit. in
John 10:36 Christ says, '"The Scripture cannot be broken™ thereby teach-
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The above is one of the 357 selections in “Songs of Salvation and
Service Revised, ”” ournewhymn book. Just the book for Sunday Schools,
Revivals and Young People’s Societies.
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ing the absolute aoouraoy and inviolability of the Old Testa-
ment. More speoirically still, if possible, in iiatthew 6:18,
Jesus says, "One Jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the
law till all shall be fulfilled." Ajot is the smallest letter
in the Hebrew isBisaia alphabet- less than half the size of any
other letter, and a tittle is the merest point of a consonant-
less than the cross we put oh'a "t," and nere Christ declares that
the Scripture is absolutely true, down to the smallest letter or |
point of a letter. So if we accept the authority of Christ we must J
accept the Divine authority of the Old Testament.

But what of the New Testament? find Christ'.*s endorseiBel
of it in John 14:26, "The holy 3host, whom the father will send in
ny name, He shall teach you all things and bring all things to i
your remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you." Here we see
that not only waes the teaching of the Apostles to be fully in-
spired, but also their reawxiecuion of what Ghrist*Hims"Jf taught.
N9 are sometimes asked how we know that the Apostf9s*~repo?ted what
Jeaus said- "may they not have forgotten?" True, they might forget
but the Spirit of God does not-  So if we accept the authority
of Christ we must accept that of the whole Bible.

Il. Its fulfilled prophecies. In the prophecies
written ftondrea of eefore the Mssslah Saute, we have the most |
explicit statemeiunts concerning uua manner and place of iis birth, ]
how H would be received by men, how His life would end, His
resurrection, and His victory succeeding His death.  The prophets |
of old also predicted tne rail of the leading nations of the world
and it came to pass even as they had said. Hw are we to account
for it?  Min could not have forseen these improbable events but
God could, and He spake through these' men.

[Il.  The unity of the book.  This is an old argument,
but a very satisfactory one. The Bible consists of sixty-six
books, written by more than thirty different mep extending in the
period of its composition over more than fifteen hundred years;

written in three different languages, in various countries, and
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by nien on evary pxaoe S?O'ilsr'e, from the herdsman and fisherman and
cheap politician up to the king on his throne; written under all sor
of circumstances; yet in all this wonderful conglomeration we =
find an% absolute unity of thought. Beginning in the first

book and growing until it reaches its oulminat®p.-an the last book,

have first the seed, then”the plant, then then the
ed fruit. Fluppose aAS8uilding wer”-to A
to ha hr<\fent, from the auarwies * itftfluont;
a, Ohio; -Kasota, :“nn; ana kiddle”o”n, Oonneotlf‘tfr*’\®#
stoiV~wa~~'0"ffS in' rinal sfiap4
wes brought. These stones were ef all varieties ~of shape and size, ‘
cubical, rectangular, cylindrical, etc. but they were brought :

together every stone fitted in its place, and when they were put"” /
together there arose before you a temple absolutely perfect in . -
every outline, with its domes, sidewalls, buttresses, arches,
transepts- not a gap or a flaw anywhere- How would you account

for it? You would say: "Back of these individual workers in )
the quarries was the master mind of the architect who planned it,
all, and gave to each individual worker his specifications for’ '
the work." So in this marvelous temple of 3od*s truth which we
call the Bible, whose stones have been quarried at Periods qf time
and in places so remote from one another, but where every smallest
parts fits each other part, we are forced to say that back of the
human hands that wrought was the Master mind that thought.
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