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The first locomotive built in the C & O's Huntington shops was 

Number 23, placed on the track on August 20, 1873. This important 

event was celebrated "exhaustively" and with high expectations. 

Soon the hope of prosperous times coming to thRelKtiiit! town 

• 

on the Ohio was gone. As the late Mrs. C. C. Henking recalled many 

years later, "September came the terrible crash of '73 with its Black 

Friday, plunging the whole country into gloom. The money markets 

fell, the government stopped specie payment, and the C & o, ,on 

which this railroad town depended, almost quit. No pay can-came to 

town for six months. Wage-earners were in near riot. 11 IHlBIH!!llllllllllll!IIIIIBIHf 

It must have bee~ at this time that the C & 0 instituted sc,ip 
returb · 

payment and persuaded Laidley & Johnston to accept it in ~!CJDIIKKX for 

groceries, to be redeemed later. 
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THE CIVIL WAR:• War at a distance is t"errible to contemplate·, 

but war at home1ie a known horror, When Virginia seceded from the 

Union early in 1861, the people west of the mountains were largely 
A seri~e of conventions begun five 

Union in their eympath~ee, X%~~ days after the Ordinance of Secession 
adopted, culminated in (1) a Reorganized Government, arid 

was ···,·····························••ga••· 
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In later years, Mr. Foster established the Foster Foundation, 

to which he left all his fortune at his death. Under its provisions, 

residence the Foster Memorial Home, a model mas&mmsmmma for elderly widows and 

unmarried women, was opened in April, 1925, and remains a blessing 

to the city and area it serves. 

Another hardware business, was established ih 1872 diag';!onally 

across the corner from the Foster store ~~~m!~i by c. F. Parsons.By 

1896 1 successive changes in ownership had ~rought Carlton D. Emmons 

and John L. Hawkins into the firm, which was incorporated in 1899 

as the Emmons-Hawkins Hardware Company, mM~laBm~MB wholesale and 

retail,mm~m at 1028 Third Avenue. Altogether wholesale after 1944, 

the business closed i:J< April 10,. 1970, after 98 years in operation. } 

Charles W. Watts was one of the organizers in 1892 of the 

Barlow-Henderson Company, a wholesale dry goods xam~xK~ firm which by 1906, 

evolved into Watts, Ritter & Company, when C, L. Ritter became one of 

the principal stockholders. H. C. Harvey, who first engaged in a 

dry ~cods and notions store with his father and brother, then alone, 

entered partnership in 1887 with F. D. Fuller and HX~~KJ Hugh B. Hagen 

in a grocery business, which in I~XI 1901 became Hagen-Ratcliff & 

Company, with John F. Ratcliff suceeding Mr. Harvey in the partnership. 

Edmund Sehon came to Huntington in 1890 from Pt. Pleasant, and 

in uartnership with Ely Ensign, G, N. Biggs and others, organized a 
.. 

wholesale grocery firm. John B. Stevenson later became a partn~r•in 

the business, which was destroyed by fire in 1901. Th:n.Mr. S,:.ho,f 
~ ~ o-4_..;... lt:/e>?~ 

and Mr. Stevenson ~?~§ incorporated · 3 )80 as XXlE 

Sehon-Stevenson & Company, which continues in 

successive changes in ownership. 
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