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~Introduction~
Maps provide a visual representation of the space that surrounds us, revealing how
streets, towns, cities, states and countries developed physical boundaries. Plotting change over
time through maps allows people to study and reflect on the environment leading to a better
understanding of spatial reality. Just like any other primary source, maps are a creation of their
social and cultural context conveying certain details while omitting others. When studying maps,
examining them with a great deal of scrutiny is crucial. However, maps on a smaller scale, such
as maps of towns and cities, tend to have a higher degree of accuracy, thus offering a more
precise representation of a certain space. Huntington, West Virginia, the focus of this e-book,
offers six maps illustrating the original, physical representation of the city. Some changes occur
over time, while many aspects of Huntington remain static, holding close to the original
representation from 1871. Additionally, an A.T. Proctor panoramic photograph of Huntington
from 1910 is included to illustrate the geographical expansion of the city further. So when
examining these maps, think about the design of the city, and what it meant to Collis P.
Huntington. Likewise, what does the design of Huntington represent? What was the city of
Huntington’s intended goals and plans? Lastly, has the city of Huntington changed much over
the years, or does the city hold true to its original representation?

v

Figure 1: Rufus Cook Map of 1871.

Click link to download a higher resolution: http://mds.marshall.edu/ts_maps/1/

~Rufus Cook Map of 1871~
In 1869, after Collis P. Huntington’s company finished the Central Pacific portion of the
Transcontinental Railroad, he returned to New York City in hopes of gaining some much-needed
rest, and to enjoy his accomplishment. Two young Virginia men, H. Chester Parsons and
William C. Wickham, visited Huntington to talk about the down-and-out Chesapeake & Ohio
Railroad, a remnant of Virginia’s antebellum railroads. Steeped in lawsuits, excluded from the

1

celebration at Promontory, and lacking significant capital, Huntington nonetheless devised a plan
to buy the C&O, although he needed to raise one million dollars to buy out Parsons and the other
owners. Growing weary of his partners in the Central Pacific Railroad, Huntington recognized
potential opportunities from purchasing the C&O Railroad:
The proposed Chesapeake and Ohio offered two tantalizing sites. One was a river port on
the Ohio. From it, West Virginia coal and lumber could be dispatched to all parts of the
Ohio and central Mississippi valleys. To it, the same regions could send produce of all
kinds for shipment to the Atlantic seaboard. The second site was a complement of the
first –an ocean port which, having captured the export-import traffic of the Midwest,
might rival the great harbors farther north.1
A short article in the Wheeling Intelligencer provides an early description of the area Collis
Huntington and Delos W. Emmons surveyed: “It is [s]tated that the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railroad have purchased a large tract of land on the river side, at the point of intersection of the
Guyandotte River with the Ohio, and extending four miles. Upon this they will lay out a town, to
be named Huntington, after the President of the road.”2 Delos W. Emmons, Collis P.
Huntington’s brother-in-law, served as the vice president of the Central Land Company and for
lack of a better phrase; acted as the Director of Operations in Collis P. Huntington’s absence.
As the Spring of 1870 approached, Huntington and his associates continued promoting
the C&O via newspaper ads throughout the North, Mid-Atlantic, and the South. By March of
1870, Huntington and his brother-in-law, Delos W. Emmons, surveyed a four-mile stretch of
land along the Ohio River in Cabell County, West Virginia. They had found suitable docking
facilities and a favorable location for the western terminus of the C&O Railroad. The two formed

These writings are excerpts from my unpublished masters’ thesis, Iron Road: The Rise of Huntington, West Virginia,
1870-1920, (Huntington, WV: Marshall University Graduate College, Department of History, 2016).
1

David Lavender, The Great Persuader: The Biography of Collis P. Huntington, (Niwot, CO: The University of
Colorado Press, 1969). 250.
2
“Founding A City at Guyandotte,” Wheeling Intelligencer, Monday Morning, July 18, 1870.
2

the Central Land Company, and immediately began the construction of a train station, houses for
C&O employees, shops for commerce, and saloons to accommodate a population boost. Quickly
after that, the constable was ordered to erect a police station as a secure place for prisoners.
While the construction of the first buildings took place, Huntington hired Rufus Cook, a civil
engineer from Boston, to design the city. Cook utilized a gridiron plan common to nineteenthcentury American urban planning, a layout suitable for a city intended for commerce.
A November 1870, article from the Wheeling Intelligencer described the city of
Huntington in better detail: “For two or three miles square at the western terminus of the C. & O.
R. R. just below Guyandotte, the land is laid off into streets, parks, and lots, ready for operations
early in the spring.”3 The concise description of the city’s layout reflects Huntington and Cooks
gridiron design. Streets, avenues, and lots, with the inclusion of parks, illustrates the creation of a
new and modern city. However, when examining Cook’s map, there is no designation for parks,
though there are large tracts of land not marked by streets and avenues. Further examination of
the large tracks of land shows many namesakes of Huntington, such as Buffington, Poage,
Holderby, Laidley, and Hagen. Though Cook’s map did not include parks, O.G. Chase
proprietor, and editor of the Huntington Independent wrote about green spaces in the city.
Chase wrote, in an editorial leading up to the first city elections in Huntington some
advantages the inaugural city government would inherit, noting:
When the city shall be handed over to its inhabitants for their own control and
government, they will receive, without a dollar of cost to them, many miles of beautiful
avenues, one hundred feet in width, and streets not less than eighty feet in width, all
graded and ready for use. They will have in the center of the city, “Huntington Park,”
studded with towering oaks of the native forest, to adorn and beautify the city of their
new homes.4
3
4

“The Coming City of the Southwest,” Wheeling Intelligencer, Monday Morning, November 28, 1870.
O.G. Chase, “The Cities of Huntington and Charleston,” Huntington Independent, December 11, 1871.
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Though Huntington was thoroughly mapped out, and well planned, many lots remained vacant
until purchased. A February 1872 article from the Bristol News (Virginia) wrote a travel account
about Huntington, in which the article stated: “It is the city of magnificent expectations. In all the
hotels and steamboats, you see maps and plats of the city hanging up, accompanied by the
information that there are a few more lots undisposed of and so forth.”5 Advertisements in the
Huntington Independent often promoted available plats for sale. “Many people do not know that
5,000 lots are for sale here and that hundreds are already sold at prices ranging from $450 to
$750 for lots 30 by 140.”6
As Collis Huntington and his associates devised plans to promote and build the young
city, the gridiron design helped attract people from preexisting and congested urban areas.
Historian Jon A. Peterson noted the benefits of nineteenth-century gridiron designs: “Once
established, a grid city became highly legible especially when town fathers indulged the national
penchant for naming streets using numbers, thereby making urban space a public index of itself,
as accessible to any newcomer as to a resident. A visitor had known a place before he got there,
so to speak.”7 Huntington received much attention in its early years from newspapers; people
talked about the young city in a new state, and the easy navigability of the gridiron design
enticed migration to the city of great expectations.
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“Huntington: An Effort to make a City,” Bristol News, Bristol, Virginia & Tennessee, Friday, February 2, 1872.
“To Mechanics and Others,” O.G. Chase, Huntington Independent, September 21, 1871.
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Jon A. Peterson, The Birth of City Planning in the United States, 1840-1917, (Baltimore, MD: John Hopkins
University Press, 2003), 10.
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Figure 2: M. Wood White’s 1872 Map of Huntington.

Click link to download a higher resolution: http://mds.marshall.edu/ts_maps/5/

~M. Wood White’s 1872 Map of Huntington~
Published in 1873, White’s New County and District Maps of West Virginia offers the
second map of Huntington produced after Rufus Cook’s original 1871 plan.8 Though White’s
map is essentially a scaled down version of Cook’s map, it provides one of the earliest business
directories for the city of Huntington. The names of business proprietors and addresses listed
offer details about Huntington’s early economic history. As with any new city, especially in the
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counties; three hundred and twenty-seven township districts; and two thousand five hundred and sixty-seven school
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nineteenth century, most people migrated to those places. So a list of early business owners in
Huntington can help determine migration patterns. Additionally, an atlas not only served
utilitarian purposes but promotional purposes as well, hence the business directory. The state of
West Virginia was only ten years old when White’s New County and District Maps of West
Virginia was published, so out-of-state advertising was important. Another avenue of publicity
came via the Huntington Independent, Huntington’s first newspaper.
O.G. Chase proprietor and editor of the Huntington Independent discussed the numerous
letters his newspaper received inquiring about the young city of Huntington. Chase called out to
immigrants looking for gainful employment and a viable economy, as he noted
Emigrants need not come here to look, but if they desire to settle in a flourishing country,
where a City will spring up like a mushroom; where they can realise all the benefits of a
western prairie in the speedy growth and certain advancement of real estate in a great
City, and at the same time the benefit of civilization, variety of fruits and facilities for an
education surrounding them, then here is the place. Come to Huntington.9
Chase used the Huntington Independent to promote the young city and the advantages of a
thriving economy stimulated by the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad. Likewise, M. Wood White’s
map of Huntington also served the greater purpose of illustrating the benefits of Huntington’s
gridiron plan, for easy navigability, and to showcase various businesses established in a city less
than two years old. More importantly, White’s map itself is not necessarily significant; it is the
business directory highlighting the value of this source that provides a glimpse of the first
businesses in Huntington that is crucial.

9

Brooks Bryant, Iron Road: The Rise of Huntington, West Virginia, 1870-1920. Unpublished thesis, (Marshall
University, Huntington, West Virginia). 9-12. See also; O.G. Chase, “To Emigrants,” Huntington Independent,
September 21, 1871.
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Figure 3: Eli L. Hayes’ 1876 Map of Huntington.

Click link to download a higher resolution: http://mds.marshall.edu/ts_maps/4/

~Eli Hayes Map of Huntington, 1876~
From 1874 to 1876, E. L. Hays thoroughly mapped cities, towns, and counties from
Pittsburg, PA to Cincinnati, Ohio, and used the Ohio River as their guide. Focusing on the Upper
Ohio Valley, Hayes, and his associates provided an atlas of valuable maps detailing the localities
they toured along with business directories for each place that was mapped.10 As Hayes made his
way to Huntington, first he mapped the surrounding communities along the Ohio River from
Lesage on the West Virginia side and Millersport on the Ohio side; and to the Ceredo District in
Wayne County, WV paralleling Burlington, Ohio. Additionally, maps of Haskelville, and
Athalia, OH, Guyandotte and St. Cloud of Cabell County, are provided below the main map that
covered roughly 28 miles along the Ohio River.11 Huntington is noticeably larger than any other
locality mapped.
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Eli L. Hayes, Illustrated Atlas of the Upper Ohio River and Valley from Pittsburgh, Pa. to Cincinnati, Ohio. From
United States Official and Special Surveys, (Philadelphia, PA: Titus, Simmons & Titus, 1877). 158-59, 168-72.
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Guyandotte and St. Clouds (later known as Central City) were incorporated in 1909 and 1911 into Huntington.
7

Hayes provided a detailed map of the young city of Huntington. Though his map heavily
resembles Rufus Cooks original map, it is the important details of businesses, homes, and
churches included that are absent in the Cook map. Furthermore, a business directory was
incorporated with the map of Huntington and more than likely provided the second business
directory for the city.12 Hayes focused his attention on economic development in Huntington
from Sixth Street to Sixteenth Street along Fourth to Second Avenues. Some of the businesses
are labeled such as the Merchant’s and Ware’s Hotels, the first hotels in the city, while several of
the mills appear as well. Beyond the few businesses listed, Hayes numbered the plats and colored
the corresponding structures that represented buildings similar to Sanborn Maps.
Just as Rufus Cook listed land owned by early prominent Huntingtonians, so did Hayes,
although he went into further detail than Cook. The usual suspects of early prominent
Huntingtonians such as Emmons, Buffington, Hagen, Holderby, and Laidley are listed, and these
properties match up with Cook’s map. However, J. M. Pennybacker, E. T. Mitchell, C.F.
Parsons, and J.S. and L.F. Stewart appeared on the map as well. However, more than likely the
purchase of these properties happened after Cook produced his map. Other noticeable changes,
when comparing Hayes’ map with Cook’s map is the additional land listed under the Central
Land Company. Even after the city of Huntington was incorporated in December 1871, the
Central Land Company still owned all properties in the city, maintaining a majority of land even
after the first city elections. So a possible reason for the additional listings for the Central Land
Company may be, those structures did not exist in 1871.
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Huntington’s first official City Directory was published for the years 1891-92, and prior to this directory, early
newspapers comprise one of the best sources of obtaining early economic history of Huntington.
8

Churches as well are noticeable on Hayes’ map, though only several were listed, the map
still offers a peek at early church history of Huntington. The Congregational Church on Ninth
Street and Fifth Avenue and the Southern Presbyterian Church on Tenth Street and Fifth Avenue
comprise two of the earliest churches in the city. However, an 1872 Huntington Independent
article provides an early church directory that listed the “Presbyterian Church met at the College
Chapel located in Old Main of Marshall, a Methodist Episcopalian Church that met at Garrets
Hall (location unknown). Another Congregational Church met at Pilgrims Hall 10th St. 3rd
Avenue and the Episcopal Church met at Trinity Hall between 10th and 11th Streets on 3rd
Avenue.”13 Most notably as well, Hayes’ map included the location of another church listed as a
colored church. The African American church was located in what looks like the corner of 8th
Avenue on 16th Street with the plat owned by the Central Land Company.
Another feature of Hayes’ map detailed railroad tracks throughout the city. The tracklines offered additional uses beyond standard freight shipping and car return. Delos Emmons,
John Hunt Oley, and C. F. Parsons used the turnarounds as means of promoting the city
whenever investors, politicians, and journalists visited Huntington.14 Like the Cook map, Hayes
made sure the C&O Depot and railroad shops appeared prominently on his map. Also, the wharf
on the river bank between 8th and 9th Street offered a glimpse at the epicenter of economic and
social activity in Huntington’s first years as the wharf provided a necessary means of sending
and receiving goods until the C&O lines completed their destinations. In the early years, this was
a necessary connecting link between the rail and river traffic.

13
14

O.G. Chase, “Church Directory,” Huntington Independent, December 05, 1872, pp. 3.
O.G. Chase, “Legislative Trip to Huntington,” Huntington Independent, March 7, 1872, p. 3.
9

Overall, Hayes’ map provides extensive detail about Huntington, though his map closely
resembled the 1871 Rufus Cook map. Huntington progressed rapidly in the five years between
the two maps, and the growth of the city is duly noted. However, the two maps were created for
different purposes and provide different uses. Cook’s map, produced as the original design of the
new city, showcased available lots for sale and a means to advertise Huntington. Hayes’ map
was intended for advertisement, and travel, appearing in an Atlas of the Upper Ohio Valley.
Roughly five years separated the two maps, and paired together, a unique source on Huntington’s
early economic, church, and social history emerges that places Hayes’ map as a vital source of
information about Huntington at six years old.
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Figure 4: 1884 Sanborn Map of Huntington, sheet 2 of 3.

Click link to download a higher resolution: http://mds.marshall.edu/ts_maps/2/

~1884 Sanborn Map of Huntington~
The lack of primary source material is, unfortunately, one of the major obstacles to
studying the early history of Huntington. There are many pictures providing insight to the city’s
growth, but very few Huntington newspapers from the 1880s remain. The same holds true for
11

personal items such as journals, and diaries. Without many traditional primary sources to
reassemble the events of Huntington in the 1880s many questions arise; how do we know what
happened? What was the city like, and how did people get along? One way to work through
major gaps in a city’s history is by looking at what sources exist. For Huntington in the 1880s,
Sanborn maps provide a wealth of information and can help fill in the gaps where other sources
do not exist.
On 2nd Avenue and 7th Street along the riverfront, was a block “occupied by negroes and
low whites,” according to sheet two of the 1884 Sanborn maps for Huntington. In some cases,
across the postbellum country, mixed neighborhoods formed out of economic necessity, racial
harmony, or possibly resulted from employment. As railroads traversed the east, west, north, and
south, the men who labored typically lived in close quarters. When segregation in railroad camps
occurred, it either resulted from de jure or de facto reasons. Despite segregated quarters, whites
and blacks still lived near one another, just as the two groups worked close together but in
segregated units. Six of the eight structures represented in the 1884 Sanborn map list as tenement
houses, a common living place for transient people looking for work.
Common to the growth of urban America resulting from industrialization was the use of
boarding houses or tenement houses. As people migrated from region to region looking for work,
a place to live was crucial, especially to procure an apartment or home for themselves and their
family. Tenement houses typically witnessed longer spans of residency and were notoriously
small and cheap. As a result of low wages, cheap rent perpetuated the use of tenement houses,
something New York journalist Jacob Riis worked diligently to make Americans aware of such
horrible living conditions in New York City. Huntington, however, was a small city in 1884 with
a population roughly of 8,000 people, so overcrowding may not have been an issue.
12

Economically, Huntington managed to survive the booms and busts of financial downturns of the
1870s, and 1880s, due to the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad, though population increases may
have suffered as a result.
The C&O employed around 5,000 African Americans in 1871 that added to a labor
shortage in Virginia. Many of these African Americans that did not settle in other new railroad
towns along C&O lines decided to live in Huntington. As Cicero Fain noted in his dissertation,
Huntington provided a sociocultural opportunity to African Americans not available further
south.15 Additionally, Huntington promoted commerce above anything else, and in turn tried to
create a peaceful atmosphere. Avoiding regional conflict helped develop a racially harmonious
environment. As a result of the social, cultural, and political practices of early Huntingtonians,
mixed neighborhoods existed. The city certainly dealt with racial tensions as more people
migrated to Huntington from the South, overall the city remained accepting of their diverse
community. Despite the lack of primary sources for Huntington in the 1880s, the 1884 Sanborn
map illuminates some of the details of the social and cultural elements of the young city. Thus
providing some better details about the social, cultural, and racial atmosphere of Huntington.

15

See Cicero M. Fain, III. Race, River, and the Railroad: Black Huntington, West Virginia, 1871-1929. Dissertation,
Graduate School of the Ohio State University; and Charles Turner, “The Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad in
Reconstruction, 1865-1873,” The North Carolina Historical Review, Vol. XXXI, No. 1, 1954.
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Figure 5: 1889 Sanborn Map of Huntington sheet 3 of 7.

Click link to download a higher resolution: http://mds.marshall.edu/ts_maps/3/
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~1889 Sanborn Map of Huntington~

The 1880s prove difficult when constructing the history of Huntington due to the lack of
available primary sources but the Sanborn maps produced in five-year intervals can help
establish change over time. The detail of the maps provide the types of businesses, defunct street
names, and kinds of materials used to construct the buildings. Additionally, the maps offer great
insight to economic growth and social and cultural trends. Though a young city, Huntington
followed contemporary social, cultural, and economic trends of the late nineteenth century. Just
as accounting for change over time is crucial, examining continuity is equally important. The
1889 Sanborn map of Huntington also indicates the same integrated neighborhood as the 1884
map shows. So what accounts for the stability of an integrated neighborhood in the late
nineteenth-century? Economy and politics may provide an answer to this question.
The idea of an integrated neighborhood in the late nineteenth century to modern
Americans would seem unfathomable, yet diverse neighborhoods existed whether in urban
zones, or industrial work areas. Collis P. Huntington and his associates were a diverse group of
businessmen who put commerce above political and sectional affiliation. A mix of republicans
and democrats, along with former Union and Confederate soldiers comprised the first officers of
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad. Likewise, the first city elections reflected the same political
diversity of the young city as well. Ultimately, the influence of northern values of education,
economics, and businesses emerged in Huntington, allowing for a relatively calm racial
atmosphere.
Indeed, Huntington experienced its share of racial tensions and violence, but it was
minimal compared to other regions of the United Sates in the 1880s. A strong economy and a

15

under-crowded locality provided a range of opportunities for people despite ethnicity. The
stability of an integrated neighborhood and the emergence of other African American dwellings
in the city reinforce the comparatively peaceful racial atmosphere in Huntington. Furthermore,
the Sanborn maps illustrate the union of continuity and change over time regarding some of the
social and cultural patterns of Huntington in the 1880s, therefore providing significant insights
into the racial dynamics in Huntington's early history.

16

Figure 6: 1903 Huntington Land Company Map.

Click link to download a higher resolution: http://mds.marshall.edu/ts_maps/6/

~1903 Huntington Land Company Map~

Even though Collis P. Huntington stepped down as president of the Chesapeake & Ohio
Railway in 1888, he remained the president of the Central Land Company of Huntington, still
owning a large amount of property in the city. With his death on August 13th, 1900, the Central
Land Company decided to dissolve and marked the end of Collis P. Huntington’s involvement
with the city he created. All remaining properties of the Central Land Company were sold to the
17

newly formed Huntington Land Company in 1903. Incorporated on June 11th, 1903, the
Huntington Land Company became the primary holder of business and residential properties in
the city. The board of the Huntington Land Company consisted of B.W. Foster as president, C.L.
Ritter as vice president, G.A. Northcott as treasurer, and B.L. Priddle as secretary. The end of
Collis P. Huntington’s era marked the beginning of a new time for the city and called for the
creation of a contemporary map.
“When this company came into existence it owned 3,641 acres of land which it purchased
at the cost of $350,000 from the receiver of the Central Land Co., the company which C.P.
Huntington organized to sell land in the new city.”16 Despite selling all remaining properties in
Huntington, the Central Land Company retained its holdings of properties in Hurricane, St.
Albans, Hinton, and Kanawha County.17 The 1903 Huntington Land Company map shows new
districts in the city nonexistent in previous maps such as south of the railroad tracks from 17th to
31st Streets back into the hills near Spring Hill Cemetery and Walnut Hills. The South Side, just
as in the Cook, White, and Hayes maps, only existed on paper and were still undeveloped by
1903. Before the Huntington Land Company dissolved in 1926, it opened up the city’s first
subdivisions.
Geographic boundaries of Huntington facilitated the population from the 1870s to the
early 1900s, as the Herald-Dispatch noted: “Because the city was so vast there was no real need
for real estate subdivisions until after the turn of the century.”18 As the population in Huntington
rapidly grew, the need for geographic expansion enabled the opening of the Highlawn District,

16

“Huntington Land Company Will Foreclose: Firm Organized in 1903 Anxious To Sell Holdings,” Huntington
Advertiser, July 12, 1926.
17
Ibid 4.
18
“Huntington Land Company Will Foreclose: Firm Organized in 1903 Anxious To Sell Holdings,” Huntington
Advertiser.
18

and the South Side. Additionally, whereas Ritter Park is traditionally considered the first
suburban area of the city, Walnut Hills was quickly settled by affluent residents in 1903, thus
creating the city’s first suburban area.19 By the nineteen-teens construction of residential homes
throughout the South Side began, as R.S. Douthat recalled: “that he used to pick apples from
trees in an orchard overlooking Ritter Park many years ago and look out over the city where
there was not a single residence south of the railroad tracks in the space now known as the South
Side.”20
Nonetheless, the Huntington Land Company only existed from 1903 to 1926 and fulfilled
the geographic expansion of Collis P. Huntington’s vision. Collis P. Huntington and Rufus Cook
thoroughly mapped the city of Huntington, and from 1870 to 1900, the city expanded east to
west, north of the railroad tracks to the riverbank. Likewise, from 1900 to the 1920’s
Huntington’s first subdivisions came into existence to facilitate the growing population. All in
all, Huntington’s geographic expansion occurred at two distinct points in the city’s history. The
original growth of north side of town during the nineteenth century and expansion of the South
Side in the early twentieth century. The Huntington Land Company’s 1903 map illustrates the
end of Huntington’s nineteenth-century beginnings while marking the city’s transition to a
modern twentieth-century city.

19

See Beth Hager and Austin St. Clair of the Cabell County Historic Landmarks Commission; National Register of
Historic Places Ritter Park Historic District, Huntington, Cabell County, West Virginia, October 11, 1990.
20
“Huntington Land Company Will Foreclose: Firm Organized in 1903 Anxious To Sell Holdings,” Huntington
Advertiser, pp. 5
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Figure 7: Huntington, WV. 1910, Panoramic Photograph.

Click link to download a higher resolution: https://www.loc.gov/resource/pan.6a20237/

~A.T. Proctor’s Panoramic Photograph of Huntington, West Virginia, 1910~
A.T. Proctor’s panoramic photograph of Huntington in 1910 highlights the growth of the
city over the course of 40 years. As a fully developed downtown surrounded by businesses and
residential homes illustrates urban development spurred by a thriving economy. Within 38 years
Huntington’s population grew from roughly 2,000 in 1872 to 31,161 by 1910. Looking back to
Rufus Cook’s 1871 map, the entire city is laid out and planned. However, as Huntington grew in
population, the geographic boundaries of the city remained somewhat static. The south-side of
Huntington stayed close to its original state of farm lands. Proctor’s photograph captures one of
the last snapshots of what Huntington looked like before Collis Huntington brought the railroad
to what was known as Holderbys Landing. O.G. Chase wrote many editorials covering a wide
range of issues from natural resource extractions, politics, improvements in Huntington, and
about the widespread circulation of his newspaper.
Chase noted in an editorial about the success of the Huntington Independent and what
Huntington looked like in April, and in November 1871, stated: “The cornfields and green
pastures of six months ago are now converted into miles of beautifully graded streets and
avenues. Seven months ago we had faith enough in the prospective place where then nature’s
rolling garden remained undisturbed.”21 As Chase noted, Huntington transformed quickly from

21

O.G. Chase, “Our First Paper,” Huntington Independent, November 09, 1871.
20

pastures and farms to a city. Despite the rapid growth Huntington experienced in its first
decades, the city, geographically expanded to a certain amount. From east to west along the Ohio
River, and from the riverbank to 7th Avenue, the city was marked with houses and businesses
alike. The railroad tracks separated two distinct areas of the city; one section was a fully
developed and thriving downtown, while south of the railroad tracks consisted of farmlands.
From 1910 to 1920, Huntington’s population increased by 19,016, and the need for more
residential space resulted from this increase. During the population boom, wealthy residents
gravitated from the riverbank, across the avenues until they began building homes along 13th
Avenue between 8th and 12th streets. The area now known as Ritter Park became one of
Huntington’s first suburbs throughout the nineteen-teens, and within another decade, houses in
the south-side popped up to facilitate Huntington’s growing population. In turn, Huntington grew
rapidly over the course of 40 years, and for a brief period remained geographically static. That is
until further economic growth brought more people to the city and fulfilled the designated space
originally designed by Rufus Cook and Collis P. Huntington in 1871.
Proctor’s 1910 panoramic photograph captures a multitude of progress and inhibited
growth. Collis P. Huntington envisioned his young city becoming one of the most important
railroad cities in the country. In the first decade of Huntington’s existence, many journalists from
around the country came to the young city to write about it. O.G. Chase made sure the
Huntington Independent reached as many states and territories as possible to further promote the
young city of Huntington. So, Proctor’s photograph captures the last images of what Huntington
looked like before Collis P. Huntington and his associates surveyed several miles of land along
the Ohio River known as Holderbys Landing. From around 1913 to the 1920’s the city of
Huntington finally reached the geographic proportions designed 50 years later.
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~Conclusion~
When Collis P. Huntington and his associates came to Holderbys Landing, Cabell
County, West Virginia in 1869, they planned and created a modern city beginning in March
1870. The C&O profited from shipping natural resources to available U.S. and European markets
not from operating natural resource extractions.22 Throughout Huntington’s rise from a new city
east of the Mississippi, the geographic expansion of the city occurred in two distinct phases, one
in the nineteenth-century and the other in the early twentieth-century. As a lack of primary
sources plagues the historical study of Huntington from the late 1870s to the early 1890s, maps
can help fill in the gaps of other traditional primary sources.23 Because of these maps, aspects of
the social, cultural, economic, and geographic history of Huntington unfolds providing crucial
missing links to the city’s past. The C&O’s economic stability via natural resource
transportations, Marshall College (now Marshall University) and other industrial professions
facilitated white collar jobs as well and by 1918 Huntington grew to the modern city that Collis
P. Huntington envisioned.24
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The C&O RR owned a few small mines that provided coal for their engines and not for commercial sale.
Consider the period of 1879 to 1891 as the “Lost Years of Huntington,” this twelve-year period is the most
problematic when constructing a detailed history of the city.
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“Dream of City’s Founder Coming True,” Herald Dispatch, Section 3., pp. 2, May 29, 1918.
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