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A DAILY RATE FOR BVERY DAY

Text.- "And his allowance was a continual allowance 3iven him of
the Ring, a daily rate for every day, all the days of his life."
-2 Rings 25:2). |

uf all the heathen kin3s that are mentioned in the bible, not ane
of them is more interesiin3 than Nebuchadnezzar. He was unguestionably
the 3reatest and the most powerful of the Babylonian monarchs. Under
his visorous rule, the empire which had been established by nis father
rapidly increased; and, Babylom, its capital, assamed an aspect of gn-
paralleled masnificence ani splendor. bBesides the countrjes in the Mes-
opotamian plain and the nishland redions bsyond, there,several other im-
portant provinces added to his dominion. These inclui;§ Arabia, Syria,

and Palestine.

babylon is commonly believel 1o have occupied the site of the as—

-1 Babel. It was situated in a flat and feriile plain oa the banks
of the rivear Buphrates. Jome aacient writers 3ive a very siandular ac-
count of this renowned city. Its walls were drawn about it in the form
of a square, eacn side of which was fiftecen miles lons. Iweaty-five
streets ran In-oae direction, and twenty-five across them at risht anisles,
terminating in a hundred 3ates, and dividin3 the city into six handrej
anl twenty-rive sgaares. ,The middle of each square was laid out in 3ar-
jens. Nebuchain,zzar;immense pains on ine imbellishment of babylon, and,
amon3 other Sreat works, includins the splendid palaces and temples, he
constracted its tamous han3ian3 Sardens, whcih consistel of several larse
terraces, piled one above the other, till the neisht egaalled that of the
walls of the ciivy. They are said to have been made to please Amyitis, his
Median queen, who missed in the low plains of babylonia, the boll mountain

scenery of her hishland home,

o this city of marvelous beauty, Jehoi?hin, king of Judah, was brousht
a prisoner. Here he remained in captivity atout thirty-seven years. Inis
was, 'indeed, a severe punishment, but it came to him as a result of his dis-
obedience to 3od. It is stated that he did evil in the sisht of the Lord,
accordiinsd to all that his father hai done. And how true that is today!
50 often the son walks in the wicked footsteps of an unsodly father. If
the fatner stays away from the house of 3od, scoffs at reli3ion, ridicules
ministers and thoss who are tryin3 to do that which is right, and indul3es
in all forms of tmidquity, the probabilities are that the son will do like-
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