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The vernal equinox, herald of spring and its associated pagan rites, was
appearing two months later than the Roman priests had calculated. To
improve the reliability of the calendars of the Empire, Julius Caesar called
on the services of the Greek astronomer, Sosigenes, and the Roman, Marcus
Fabius. Their solution was the 365-1/4 day year and, to make up for lost
time, the creation of a fourteen-month calendar for the year 46 B.C. Julius
Caesar's foresight was commemorated by Sosigenes and Fabius, who
renamed the seventh month, Quintilis, for their patron.
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