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wu THE XIDKIPP AMILY o=

Tris story, so simple, yct peculiar, roy nreve interestin- to
5 nmurber of rendrrs of tre emocret te krnew the true ctory of
the adventures of their forefathers, their -rtiticn snd cue-
cezs in early 1life, znd vhy or hov they care to settle in what
ie now Lincoln U~unty Vest Virrinia,

The followinc gtory wrs r~athered ~fter scre difficulty ty
tre vriter fror consultation with the eldest rerters of the
. idxiffs now livirg.

About the vezr of 177, VWalder ! 1dkiff, a Juteh lad of 19
vears, came to Virvinis Tror Holland with a company of Imtch
settlers, corronly known as the Black Mitch and settlet ir vhat
ie now knovn es Giles County, Virzinia, The Yoy r-1lned to tuild
hores for the rettlers, and during the curre~ of 1774, enraved
irn raising Irdian corn, vototoces ard purpkins., 411 went we'l for
a tire, and th- new settlers soon had a comany of “coter n=i-h
tors, wvho settled nerrby: and it was on e of tros¢ cozy “coteoh-
mar hor 8 where youns :3duiff Tound niz heln rate, iss lvy Leuws
ig, ro whor he was varried at the ace of twerty, 1o triec union
vi:re torn three sore ard threce drughters: encer, “el’oron,
Levie. laney, "nilie ard trebe., O idkiT{ Hroved to e a nrog-
nerous far~er, and o devoted hustand and Inther., 511 lived hopoi-
1y torether until the spring of 1222, wren the hustand fell sick
and died, leavinr the vidov with six c¢hildren to fuce thec Farde
shing of life,

Upencer then, the eldest eon, 17 years of age, =2ccordino
to tne laws of Virsinia, Ytecare the head o trhs fomily, and was
tound, under the law, to sun rt snd waintain th- wother =nd the
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vounger children. but this mnroved to te zorevirot of » tack

for voung Midkiff st 11 apge,t and he, 'ike other tevs, vas
£filled vith creat s»irite of adventure, and he decided to run
away to enmage ir 2 1ivlihcod for hirmeclf. “fter ronaging to 11l
a leathsr Insnsnck with a fev moreels of foed, the 1lad started on
his jcurney, trav-ling westward throuth the unsettledl rcoziors of
Virrzinia erocsing the mount«ins, *trav<lin- 2foot ~nd alone sevrr-
al days, sleeping under cliff or some rocks, or unisr *he rourhs
of trees ot night, Yeins gware of the daragrre to vhinsh he wag ev.-
vored v ferorious Yreacts rrd seatterun~ Indi~ne vhich wére ‘hen

amons the mountaine of Vir—~inis, »vd whaot ie row " est Vir-inin,

{n resching the vaters of the Greet 7mnawrag iver tre puNe
w1y of ‘ood r~ve out, , and it was then th=t the 1-4 be~rur to hun
cery, and vag vorr out from the lonr,tirecore Jjourrcy. everethe<less
“ia determination te fird a tetter ~lace an! ric mbtitior to suec=-
cee?! irn life crecourrged hir to certirue his journey, andi to not
rive un, Ly moins dovn the ¥ ravha to s point six miles eact of
the preeent oite of Charlestor. YN pht nrndn overtcok the led,
vhoe was very ruct clarmed when he perceive? +rat Fe was Yty a large
rurter of timbrr volves., “ocung Lidkiff took to his h 1l ne fast as
as fast as he ~culd, tut was zoon cvertarern tythe anery heast, and
Yeine forced to clirk a treec, nzrrovly 7 ¢cavin~ death, The veolves
“ent the btoy rt Yay - 11 rivht until the ~ur neened over th hille
tons and 1hen gcrrreres avay into the veods,

The lud clirted Acvyn, and then nreec-ede” or his Imurney,
reaching a point now near nov bery 4hr nrevent nite of Ciovlertorn

-

on the eagt of the river, -0 his survnriece le care u or the home
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of a vhite settler vho care from thr Green 3rier Vallev, and had
settlel there, and his narme teirns "i1llie Clendenrin, ¢ vposcible
relative of Geo—-re Clendermin, one of the founders of the Canitsl

City., Here the la? enjoyed tre heoemitalit

b

of his ne acquaint-
ance Tor s Tev lays feast con corn cakery, puwrpkins end veniecon,
Tre me~tin~ prove! to te an interestin~ one and one trat toth nare
tiee erjoyved very ruch, Youn~ 71dki“f -rd Jlendrnin told e ch oth-
er of thelr n’ventures and diescurged their plane, e.cr voasting
of their futurs =lan=z, Clendenin laughin~ly said that he hsd been
qﬁite Tortunate at his new setilerment, and trat ke hed nure ase
his catin home and a lercge bourisry of lond fror a fricrdly Indiasn
for which he mave n ¢id flint lock run =nd o Yuch-l of reorn mesl
&hat he had madc bty pouriins the Indi=n corn, and it vas ro *rouk
Fle to 0 out and find Dlenty of roame, vhich served tyo mrrncses:
food and vediinz, Youn: 1'44%i€f ladped vitr Clend nin sre three
or four daye, slecninz on = huge rrer gkin nt rirht, whicer wes
epread upcer the fleoor ard eating of the vholerore food, wiich
seemel to te plentiful, to vhickh he -wag awarled 3 hearty velcore,
until he tecare restless, and ready to proceed or his journey.

‘e then sterted across the mountain in tre irection of the Guvan
Valley, ard z2ftcr twvo Iaye Jourrey re-epre? n "opp hourge newr the
nresent gite of ‘est Varlin, the hruge of nn 0ld gcitler, T J.
Felomae, or Jei'f, 28 he vog correnly krevn, Uere the 1a? z2ton ed
and apnlied for s Jek, vhich he secure? gsnr gendition thet he
vorld te wn ote'ient cnd dil gent woried,

Ir the meantime the vidcwve? wether rad crrged =ide 8- -reh
to te made for her wayward boy tut witheout trace of rir
11y farrtorel the ldes, ar retier, concluded that the 1oy tad Leen
cantured ty tre ndisns or dsvoured bty wild rrants, rriret he

gnrin~ and s rer ronthe 0 1lavin~ the 4z-arture of the lad, the



industrisus rother »nd children, sided ty neishtors who 1lived
nearty, cultivated the Isxm, , proifucins “sree yield of corn and
vegetables, which wss ~athered, and stecred Tcr the winter., The
mother, Mre ,Nidkiff, leaving ier children in tre care of her
relative, joined a narty of relatives goinc on an extended visit
to 8 Tcotch settlement in Yortih Carolina., 7Th: triv was radc con
horsebtaek, ond cevered woron, a2nd reautred - bcut six v-eks to com-
plete the triv,

Toun- 1'1d%xiff woe very ruch econt nted ir 15 new qusrters,
and hc neot cnlv -~rovel! to te an obvedient cun- man, tu 8 tireless
vorker, Hir stron~ deterrinstion and ris nersor«luty won the ree-
svect and the conTidence of hie smployer: anil he was perrittsd to
ride I'r,cComas' favorite saldle horse tack to Vir-inia to visit
the farily after the farrm work wss finished., Yothing had teen heard
of the miesinr Yoy, a2nd vhen he resched the settlrment on ris retumn
hig ar~ivel voas 8 bie curprieec to the other btrothers and sigtergsee
~nlthouns a very plensant one. Acco dinpg to custor, the fonril: and
relatives pren=red a feast v ich vaeg fo'leved Yy & merrr-r-king
i~tilee, tut vounﬁ Widkif{f vos dissnvointcd to find kis widoved

rother avway, tre one he rost desired to sre , te tell her =hout the
verutdiful  velley drn vwhich re ind Yeen rokin - rie prode since his
den=2rture, and to induce h.r to eccrie here to live., low¢ver, his
atay wog limited, , and he must shortl return to his rrulocr,
After list nin~ to the ttories of tre bve-uti’ul valley nari tre one
wortunit-es trat were in store for those vhe v uld lounch out snd
sraen them, the other twe trotherz, “olcrorn ond
to returr witr the .lder trether, “rey were -~ocn followed bty the
three sisters, liancy, “nrllie ond Ploebe, rnd came over the roimtaln
in compsny witr Aufus Childers and family, who also settled in

wihu



vhat 1s nov Cabell County,

Smencer continued *o live vith ¥r UcCoras u:til atout »
veny lgfer, camnturins the herrt of W'+ crarrine daughter, to
viser he wos rarvicd  ntoutl the yesr 1826, He continued to work
,fcr,his‘?atker-jﬁ~iaw or tre Tarm, at the rate of 285¢ a day. (n
oﬁe occasion he wnr ~iver one dollar “or » c¢2'f and vhich he gold
i@}rr for 71,80, tuying thr<e head, whick he so0ld for a h-n'some
vgrgin, end cortirued this way urtil ke soon z2c¢curlusted enouch
ﬁo nircrase a veuns hovees This he tre’ed fo =n 0ld set?ler for
élf acres of land Yorderir- on what is rev »nowr sg :cloras' Ximx
fricxx Zronch 14kiff ves deteririne?! t¢ suecceed u-orn hie own mer-
its, and :fficlert monogements and by deslirn ir live stock ond
timber he ontinued tc purcirase rore land?, urtil re waes the ovner
gof nearly 1C,{CC,000C acres, 3 ton’'arr rezxching from trhe preszent
'&its of “heridar etation dovn the riv r ¢t lov  est Hsrlin ard as
fwr taek as tre hend of Fall Creek, which woe vzlued ~t 78,000,000
during the ye-r of 1872,

o~

e widowed rother 3ievose? of her nronerty ir Vir-inia
ctout the year of 1827 ridins throuch tke mourisins on hore«t ¢k,

alone., “h-, li*e tre elder sor, vng urafraid, srd disrer-rle’ the

prs

doneer which cornfrented her. Neverthelens, excitement 1-+»  fast
aexil A8 tre 012 lady rode zlon~- ghy vy Toree’ to glo runt sni

seek ghelter Tror # re vy rain In *re keller of & lor-e, nrenrore

tree, kile vaitin- fcr tre ruin to cease he he vl -t gremed
to e the screzr of & wo an, «mi nér norse tecars €0 Trishtened
th=t he -lroct troke nway frowm ner. In trvin- 12 gquiet the hnorse

che looked o crocs 8 dravin s few feet awvny, and che epied a lorxe

penther coming towsrd her. “he monted ner et-ed astride ~nd made
[

w e
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Fer escsme, tut she conld hear the screams of the teast for
so-ethin~ 1ike san hour, vhich convinced her that it wns ~ivin~
chkase, Put, luckily, the lafly h-d trecurht fn~?1 with her, and she
dromnned » wortion of it iIn the road, 'rand v ro doine manneed o
ret away fror the znimal, Fre Jidkiff hrrou~rt the first wee ing
willow bush th~t esrew in the Ztate of Test Yircin'a, So'ne r errct-
ed a hure lor hruse on = nortion of the land r tusted fvet k=gt of
the vrerent zite of Vest Hrlin, on the east gide of the river,
wvhere he continued to live until his “eatr., ' ~ren 11, 1881,

There was torn to thies union four sene and “ive dauerhters:
Alezander, ..1ltert, Valden . ‘nképy, Julia Jare Ameer, Vary slice,
and Ivy.sust prior te tre o0ld mon's death he “ivided hies estate
arengs his chi”dren, tocetrer with ter thrusen? drYlars in gold,
vhich he had Yent in +ig rouse gin e te nre tve Cividl Var. The 0ld
ran wag In cyrmnathy witv- the southerr army, ~rd he 3t one tire,
~ave I0 headl of cattle, to tr used ag f~cd “or the “ovtrern gole

Cynt o dia i elorag
Afers, “olor-r vas rovried tol'iss Ylizatethriendze eand set“l 4 on
Zear Ureek, this county, Hewis wra rmarried to 'ics lizaret Uor-
don and settled inefzlTi3t BoeckyGohédl Courty, Yaonew mavrried to ' r.
“ilev Ghilders, ard settled in G213in Countv,CGhio, ©01l4c wns veor-
rie! tno Joseph Hill, vh sgettle? in Doone "~urty: Fhoetre vas maree

ried to Teorre Chflders, vho se'tled in C-te?l County. "here are

~rout 718 Grandechfldrer, 2544 freat Grcrdchi dren end 106,178
ireat, reat ~rende-children of thre atove ramed children 1iving
end resgidin~ in Cskell snd Tirecolr Counties. ‘hile tr< writer was
convergine with one of tre oldest merbers of tne family the old
rentleman remarked, "Trere ie =r arry of us n-ople, nov.iretty
~0ood peonle, too”: 9nd he lauchinclv gnid, that the vest feature

about the vhole ceneration wvag that vrartica’ly 211 of them are

hard shell Bantiets and Yoss Pae» Derocrnts, tne ind that would
at md the tect, e



- THE MIDKIFF FAMILY -

This stpry, so simple, yet peculiar, may prove interesting to
g numter of readers of the Democrat to know the true story of
the adventures of their forefathers, their ambition snd suc-
cessg in early life, znd why or how they came to settle in what
is now Lincoln County West Virginia,

The following story was gathered after some difficulty bty
the writer fror consultation with the eldest memters of the
Midkiffs now iiving.

Arout the year of lZZ?, Walden Midkiff, a Dutch lad of EfL
years, came 53,Y3£§f235_5539~§93}8nd with a company of Dutch
settlers, commonly known as the Black Dutch and settled in what

S
i®s now known as Giles County, Virginia. The toy helped to tuild
homes for the settlers, and during the summer of 1774, engaged
in raising Indian corn, potatoes and pumpkins., All went well for
a time, and the new settlers soon had a company of ﬁggigp neigh
tors, who settled neartys; and it was on e of those cozy Scotch-
man home8 where young Midkiff found hie helv mate, ¥iss Ivy Lew-

et
is, ro whom he was married at the age of twenty. To thie union

were torn three sons and three daughter;? Spencer, Sollomon,
Lewis, Nancy, Sallie and Phebve. Midkiff proved to te a pros-
perous farrer, and a devoted hustand and father, All lived happi-
ly together until the spring of 1823, when the hustand fell sick
and died, leaving the widow with six children to face the hard-
shjpslof life,

Spencer then, the eldest son, 17 years of age, according
to the laws of Virginia, tecame the head of the family, and was
tound, under the law, to suport and maintain the mother and the

il Sprncer wog (1 e [ EL3
N WP



younger children. But this proved to te somewhat of a task

for young Midkiff at that age,; and he, like other toys, was
filled vith great spirits of adventure, and he decided to run
away to engage in a livlihood for himself. After managing to fill
a leather knapsack with a few morsels of food, the lad started on
his journey, traveling westward through the unsettled regions of
Virginia crossing the mountains, traveling afoot and alone sever-
al days, sleeping under cliff or some rocks, or under the toughs
of trees at night, teing aware of the dangers to which he was ex-
vosed bty ferocious teasts and =scatterung Indians which wére then
among the mountains of Virginia, and what is now West Virginia.

On reaching the waters of the Great Kanawha River the sup-
ply of food gave out, , and it was then that the lad tegun to hun
ger, and was vorn out from the long,tiresome journey. Never-the-less
hig determination to find a tetter place and his ambition to suc-
ceed in life encoursged him to continue his journey, snd to not
give up. On going down the Kanawha to a point six miles east of
the present site of Charleston. Night again overtook the lad,
who was very much alarmed when he perceived that he was bty a large
numter of timber wolves. Young Midkiff took to his hrels as fast as
as fast as he could, but was soon overtaken btythe angry teast, and
teing forced to climk a tree, narrowly escaping death. The wolves
kept the toy at bay 211 night until the zun peeped over the hill-
tops and then scampered awey into the woods,

The lad climted down, and then proceeded on his journey,
reaching a point now near now near the prezent site of Charleston

on the east of the river. To his surprise he care upon the home

. T



gf“a whitg settler who came from the Green Brier Valley, and had
settled there, and his name teing Willie Clendennin, a possible
relative of George Clendennin, one of the founders of the Capital
City. Here the lad enjoyed the hospitality of his new acquaint-
ance for a few days feast on corn cakes, pumpkine and venison,
The meeting proved to bte an interesting one and one that toth par-
ties enjoyed very much. Young Midkiff and Clendenin told e=ch oth-
er of their adventures and discussed their plans, each boasting
of their future plans., Clendenin laughingly said that he had teen
quite fortunate at his new settlement, and that he had purchased
his cabin home and a large toundary of land from a friendly Indian
for which he gave an o0ld flint lock gun and & tushel of corn meal
that he had made by pounding the Indian ecorn, snd it was no troub
tle to go out and find plenty of game, which served two purposes:
food and tedding. Young Midkiff lodged with Clendenin some three
or four days, eleeping on a2 huge tear skin at night, which was
spread upon the floor and eating of the wholesome food, which
sesmed to te plentiful, to which he vwas awarded a hearty welcome,
until he tecame restless, and ready to proceed on his journey.

He then started across the mountain in the direction of the Guyan
Valley, and after two days journey reached a farm houxse near the
present site of West Hamlin, the house of an old settler, T.J.
McComas, or Jeff, as he was commonly known., Here the lad stopped
and applied for a job, which he secured uvon condition that he
would te an otedient and diligent worked,

In the meantime the widowed mother had caused wide search
to e made for her wayward toy tut without trace of him The fam-
ily rartored the idea, or rather, concluded that the Yoy had teen
captured bty the Indians or devoured bty wild beassts, During t he

spring and surmer months following the denarture of the lad, the

2



indus@rious mother and‘children; aided bty neighbors who lived
nearty, cultivated the farm, , producing large yield of corn and
vegetakles, which was gathered, and stored for the winter. The
mother, Mrs Midkiff, leaving her children in the care of her
relative, joined a varty of relatives going on an extended visit
to a Scotch settlement in North Carolina. The trip was made on
horseback, and covered wagon, and required akout six weeks to com-
plete the trip. |

Young Midkiff was very much contented in his new quarters,
and he not only proved to te an otedient young man, tu a tireless
worker, His strong determination and his personaluty won the re-
gpect ard the confidence of his employer; and he was permitted to
ride ¥r ,McComas' favorite saddle horse tack to Virginia to visit
the family after the farm work was finished. Nothing had teen heard
of the missing toy, and when he reached the settlement on his retumn
his arrival was a tig surprise to the other trothers and sisters--
althoung & very pleasant one. According to custom, the family and
relatives prepared a feast which was followed by a merry-making
jurilee, tut young Midkiff was disappointed to find his widowed
mother away, the one he most desired to sece , to tell her atout the
teautiful valley in which he had teen making his abode since his
departure, and to induce her to come here to live. However, his
stay wes limited, , and he must shortly return to his employer.
After listening to the stories of the teautiful valley and the op-
vportunities that were in store for those who would leunch out and
grasp them, the other two trothers, Solomon and Lewis, decided
to return with the Elder trother. They were soon followed by the
three sisters, Nancy, Sallie and Phoete, and came over the mountain
in company with Rufus Childers and family, who also settled in

i
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what is now Cabell County.
_ Spencer cqntinued to live with Mr.McComas until atout a

year later, capturing the heart of his charming daughter, to
whom he was married atout the year 1826, He continued to work
for his father-in-law on the farm, at the rate nof 25¢ a day. On
one occasion he was given one dollar for a calf and which he sold
later for $1,50, tuying three head, which he sold for a handsome
margin, and continued this way tntil he soon accurluated enough
to purchase a young horse. This he traded to an old settler for
210 acres of land bvordering on what is now known as McComas' Dimx
*xrkexx BranchMidkiff was determined to succeed upon his own mer-
its, and efficient management; and by dealing in live stock and
timter he ontinued to purchase more land, until he was the owner
of nearly 10,000 OOO(acres, a toundery reaching from the present
site of Sheridan station down the river telow West Hamlin and as
far track as the head of Fall Creek, which was valued at $Z§:QEEEEEEL
during the year of 1872, ¢ 1

The widowed mother disposed of her property in Virginia
atout the year of 1827 riding through the mountains on horsetack,
alone. She, like the elder son, was unafraid, and disregarded the
danger which confronted her. Nevertheless, excitement ley just
ahead.A8 the old lady rode along . she was forced to disrount and
seek_shelter from a heavy rainy, in the hollow of a large, sycamore
tree. VWhile waiting for the rain to cease cshe heard vhat seemed
to e the scream of a woman, and her horse tecame so frightened
that he 2lmost troke away from her., In trying to quiet the horse
she looked a cross a dravin & few feet away, and she spied a large

panther coming toward her. She mounted her steed astride and made
-5—



her escape, tut she could hear the screams of the teast for
sokething like an hour, which convinced her that i1t was giving
ckese, But, luckily, the lafly had bfought food with.her, and she
dropved a portion of it in the road, =and by so doing managed to
get away from the znimal., Mrs . .Midkiff trought the first weeping
willow bush that grew in the State of VWest Virginias. Spwncer erect-
ed a huge log house on a portion of the land situated just East of
the present zite of West Hamlin, on the east side of the river,
where he continued to live until his death, March 11, 1881,

There was torn to this union four sons and five daughters:

y... b 6 17l :
K nkiky, Julia Jane/Ameer, Msry Alice,

IAlexander,‘Klbert,JWalden
andﬁIvy.Just prior to the 0ld man's death he divided his estate
among his children, togcether with ten thousand dollars in gold, .
vhich he had kept in his house’sinre tefore the Civil Var. The old
ran was in sympathy with the southern army, and he at one time,
gave 30 head of cattle, to te used as food for the Southern sol-

Cynthia M¥cComas
diers. Solomon was married toMiss ExizakeiRxWurasx and settled on
Bear Creek, this county. Lewis was married to Miss Elizakteth Con-
saltl”

. ) . r 7 =\ o 3 . L Y3
don and settled ine&zl%2dtCRBockyGékidl County. Nancy married to Y¥r,
Riley Childers, and settled in Gallia County,Ohio., Sallie was mar-

S ——— Pr——

ried to Jogseph Hill, who settled in Boone County; Phoete was marwzi

ried to Georgg_ffilders, who settled in Cabell County. There are
about 218 Grand-children, 2544 Great Grandchildren and 10,176
Great, great grand-children of the atove named children living
and residing in Catell and Lincoln Counties. While the writer was
conversing with one of the oldest memters of the family the old
gentleran remarked, "There is an army of us people, now.Pretty
good people, too"; and he laughingly said, that the test feature

atout the whole generation was that practically all of them are

hard shell tists and Moss_Back Democrats, the kind that would
stand the test. 6=



(Copy)
Egbert Midkiff,.

iy father s name is Newfon ¥idkiff. He was born August
24, of eighteen hundred and sixty-two. Iy mother's nare was
Saran Susan Scites; she was born Decemter fourth, eighteen
hundred and sixty-eight. My grandfather's name on my fathrer's
side was Atrajpar lMidkiff. He was torn March nineteenth, eighteen

hungred end thirty-five. My grandmotrher's pame was Icabell Lid-
s

kiffs she was terr December seventh, eighteen hundred and

thirty-eicht,
amme—

My Grandfatrer's name on my motrer's side was Adam Scites.

e was korn January 3rd, eighteen hundred and nine, He was in
T T e —

S e

the civil war fichting for the north. e wss in the zreat tattle
at Gettysturg. Iy Grandflether's name was Anna Scites. The was
G

torn Jung—iggigL‘Sighteen hundred and thirteen,
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(Copy)
- HISTORY OF THE MIDKIFFS =

Lewis Lidkiff, who was my creat crand father, was torn
Aug, 1, 1201, He lived in Pittsvlveania County and came with his
father, Abraham Midkiff, three krothers and three sisters to Lin-
coln County, near Lover Tqo iile, , which was then Catell Coun-
ty. He married Elizateth Condon June 14, 1831, from Kenawha
Ciunty. They lived near the _alls of Guyan. 0One day he had
started to his trother, Lewis Kidkiff's and had to go through
the woods., Ye ran across a ‘ear and two cubs. He, teinc used to
tears, was rot azlarmed, and with the intention of driving it on t
the other side of the hill and killing it. As he didn't have any
gun, he went un to the o0ld mother tear and spoke very kindly, "How
do you do?" The cld tear. The old bear rade a lunge at him, and
lie was glad to go on his way, leaving the tear alone,

He killed many deer, and when going hunting in winter he
would “ress in white, to match the snow so the deer vould not
see him., Xe was 2n old-fashioned farmer. -He turned his grourd
with a yokea yoke of cattle and an old style plow, and dro~-ned
the corn and covered it with hoes., Ee threshed his wheat with a rx

chaff thresher., It wes run tv horse power. Viheat, straw znd chaff

1=

all ceme out to gather. Then tvo men vould rake off the chaff and
stzck it. Fe had & vheat fan, turned ty hand, and the wheat was
vut in and fanned out. It wes ground on a mill, turned by water,
and the fflour was tolted ty haand.

He also raised cane. The juice of the cane was pressed by
vood mills, and the juice was toiled in an iron kettle. He
raised sheep, cettdn, and flax, and made his own clothing. To

hir were torn the following children:Lucy, who married Elias

«]le



Childress; Atrzhar, Jr. who married Isatelle Swany; John A,, who
married Jane Rolfe; Spencer Midkiff, who married B Junlia
Eidkiff: Harriett, who married Mack Adkins; Adeline, who married
Richard Adkinss; Earak, vho married James Dial; Saul, vho married
Judy bialy; Josenh Be, who died i n infancy: and James L., who
married llartha Adkins. He died on Octoter 18th, 1877. His
three sons, John L. teing my grandfather, and his tvo btrothers,
Abraham Junior, and Spencer, were Confederates in the civil
war. They were in many skirmishes,, the noted ones, Gettys-
turg, Bull Run, and several others.

One day, while John L., with othrers, was o n a rarch ani
was vassinz by General Jackson's grave, vho was killed ty his
own men, bty accident, their‘leader had them to dism-unt and march
around General Jackson's grave, and they “ired their cuns in
honor of their great leader.

Atraham 1lidkiff wasppisemetr at Camn Chase, where he
stayed atout eighteen months, He almost atarved for awhile,
tut zot out.

All three of these trothers, John A, ¥idkiff, abraham
and Svencer Lidkiff went through the war and returned home safe
vithout any injuries, excent Evencer, who was scalped in the

temple.
Jomm L, Zidkiff, who wss my Ratkrx grand father, went

to Catell County at first, after returning fror the war. Later he

v

roved to Lincoln County, on Iall creek. ne rafted in vinter and xm

-

sumer, and farmed in surrer. He then gquit farmins and tegen sell-
ing goods. He died A»ril 7th, 121€,
..
¥aude Messenrger
W.Va, History.
Eistory of iiidkiffs.



INTERVIEW OF NEWTON MIDKIFF.
I

I was born on Fall Creek, now Lincoln County, bAt then a
nart of Cabell County, on the 24th of August, in the year 1862,
I have rafted timber and push toated on the Guyan River u»n to the
year of 1902, when the railroad was buijlt up Guyan River, and tha
was a death tlow to the push boateris trade, for goods could te
shipped cheaper and speedier than bty oushtoats., My fatrer's name
was Abrham Midkiff, He was torn and lived on Two Mile creek, then
in Calell County. He was torn March 19th, 18235,

My grandfather's name was Lewis Midkiff, He and his two 7%:°

trothers, Spencer and Solomon Midkiff all came from Qittsylvanii_ifrrﬁaf
County, Virginie, in which theynwere born, and they came here
atout 1810, or theratouts. After coming here he was united in mar-
riage with Elizabteth Condony, and to them were torn nine children,
one of these vreing Abraham, , who was married to Isabella Swann
and had twelve children, and I was the second son to te torn to
themo. I married Sarah Swann Scites and have eleven chi{dren. My

motner's name was Isabelle Swann. She was a daughter of Johnny

K. Swann, of Merritt's Creek, Catell County.

-]~



GRATION OF THR MIDKIFF FAMILY TO VIRGINIA AiID WEST VIRGINIA

This storwv, though simnle, yet reculiar, m=2y wvrcve
interesting to a number of readers of the :dvertiser to know
the true story of the adventures of their forefathers, their
ambitions and success in early life, and why or how they came
to settle in what is now Lincoln County, "est Virginia.

About the vear 1773, “Walden Midkiff, a Dutch lad of
19 years, cams over tc Virginia from Holland, with 3 comrany
of Dutch settlers, commonly known as the 3lack Dutch, and
Settled in what is now 3iles County, Va. The boy helped to
build homes for the settlers and during the summer of 1774,
engezed in raisinzy Indian corn, potatoes and rumovkins, All
went well for a time, and the new settlers soon hed a company
of Zcotch neighbors, who settled neer by, and it was in one
of those cozy Scotchmen homes where young FHidkiff found his
mate, Miss Tvy Lewis, to whom he was married at the aze of
twenty., To this union were bvorn three sons =nd thre= daughtars;
Srencer, Solomnn, Lewis, Hancy, 3Sallie, and “hebe.

Yidkiff proved to the zrosperous farmer, and a
devotaed husband and father. All lived hanpily together until
the soring of 1823, when the husbind fell sick and died,
leaving the widow an<d six children to face ths hardships of iife,

Spencer, the eldest son, thzn 17 years of age, according
to laws of Virginia became th2 head of the family, and -as

bound under the law to suvport and maintain the mother and the



younger children. But this proved to be somewhat of a task for
young Midkeff at that age, and he, like a majority of other boys,
was filled with the supirit of adventure, and he decided to run

a livelihood for himself. After managing to

]

away to engaze ir
fill a leather knarseck with '‘a few morcels of food, the lad started
out on his journey, traveling westward through unsettled regions

of Virginia crossing the mountains, travelinz afoot and alone
several days, sleering under the cleft of some rocks, or under

the boughs of trees at night, being 2ware of the dangers to

which he was exposed by ferocious beasts and scstterinz Indians,

which were then emonz th: mountains of Virginia and what is now

On reaching the waters of great Ksnawha river, the suprly
of food gave out, and it was then the 127 began to bz hungered znd
worn frcm the long tiresomz journey. Nevertheless, his determination
to find a better place, and nis ambition to succeed in lif;, en-
couragad him to continue nis journey, and tc not give up. Cn goins
down the Kanzawha, to a2 point about six mil=as east of ths present
site of Charleston, niznt again over took the lad, who was very
much alzrmed snd frizhten=d when he nerceived thet he w2s bein
nursued by a large number of wolves. Younz @ idkiff too: to z2iz heal:

as fast as he could, but was soon overtakan by the anrry beasts,

5

and beinz Torces to Jim» & trac, narrowly ezcsoing death, the
wolves keot th: boy =zt bay all night until ths sun pe-ped aver thz
nill tops, when they scampzred sway into the woods. The lad

climbed down and procezded on nis journey, reaciaing 2z point near



the prasent site of Charlaston, c¢n th: east side of the river. To

his surpgrise h2 came upon the cabin home of a white settler, who
nzd recently came from Green Briar Valley, and has settled there

his nsme beinz '/illis Clendennin, a jossible relative of Geo,
Clandennin, one of the founders of the Capital City.

Here the lad enjoyed the hospitality of his new scauaint-
ance for a few days, feasting on corn cake, dried pum~kin and
vension. And the meeting vrovad to bé an interesting one, and one
which both nartiscs enjovzsd very much.

Young Midkiff ard Clendennin told each ot er of their
adventures, and discussed thelr plans, each boasting of his futurse,
intentions.

Clendennin laueghingly said, he had been auite fortunate
at his new settlement, and that ne had purchased his cabin home and &
lerze boundary of land frem a friendly Indien, for which he gave an
old fiint lock zun and a bushel of corn meal that he hed mmde by
roundirs the Indian corn, and that it was no treouble to zo out
and find plenty of mame, which served two »urnrosss, food and
t244ing.

Toung Midkiff 1lidzad the Clendennin for some three cr
four davs, sleeiving on a huge bear skin st night, which was sore=zd
up.:n the floor, and eating of the wholesome focd, which s=2emed to be
_r:lentiful, to which he ws3 swarded a hearty welcome’ until he
became rested and resdy to ;roceed>on his journey. He then started

scrocs the mounteins in ths diractior of Guysn Valley, =nd after

O]
J)

a two day Jjourney reachad a farm house near the presant site of

“Jest Hamlin, the house o1 an old settler, T. J. McComas, or Jeff,

i
i



as he was commonly known. FHere the lad stopved and z2.nliad for a
job, which he secured upon conditions that he would be obedient
and a dilligent worker.

Meantime, the widowed mother had caused a 7ide search %o

b

[

mzde for her waywzrd boy, but without trzace of him. The family
harbored the idea, or rather concluded that the boy had been can-
tured by tne Indians or devoured br wild beast.

During the scring and sumnier months foliowing the de-
rarture of the lad, the industrious mother and children, aided
by th2 neighbors, who lived neorby cultivated the fzrm, vroducinz
a large yield of corn and vegetables, which was gathered end stored
for the winter. The mother, Irs. t'idkiff, leavingz her children
in the care of relatives joined ¢ »nartr of relatives zcing on an
extended visit to & S~otch settlement in North Carolina. The triv
w7as m=zde by horseback, and covered wagon, an’ re uired alimost six
weeks to complete the trio.

Young /idkiff was very much contented in his new cuarters,
and he not onlv "roved to be an obediant young nen, but a tireless
worker. His strong determination, znd his gersonslity won the
resrect and confidance of his emloyer, and ne was pernitted to
ride ir. ¥cConas!' favorite saddle horse back to Virginiz, to visit
the femilv, after the farm work was finished.

Nothinz h2d been hesrd of the miszing boy, and shen he
reached the settlement on nis return, his arrival was a big sur-
prise to the clder brothers and sistérs, althoush & very nleasant

one. According to a custom, the family and relatives crevared a



fezst, which wis follcwed by a mery making jubilee, but young
Midkiff was disarpointed te find his widowed mother away, one whoem
ne most desired to see, to tell ha2r about the beautirul valley in
which he had bs2n making his -bode since his departure, and to
induce her to come lter=s to live. However, his stay was limited and
he must shortly return to his emrlover., Aifter listeninz to the
story of the bezutiful vallev, znd th- opportunities that were in

store for thore tnat would launch out and gra-.p them, the other two

g
brothzrs, Solomon and Lewis decided to raturn with the elder brother.
Thay were soon followved by tne thrse sisters, :ency, Sallie, &and
“hoebe, who czme over the mountains in comrany ith Rufus Childers
and family, who 21so settled in wh&at is now C:-bell County.

Spencer continued to live with +~r. ficComas until -bout a
vear later, capturing the heart of ni1is charming daughter, to whom
he was married about the vear 1826, He continuad to work for his
father-in-lawv on the farm, 2t the rates of “5 cents per dav. On
one occasion hz2 zave $1.00 for a calf, which he sold for §1.50,
later buying thre= head, which he s0ld for a handsome msrzin, and

ccntinuing this way he soon accumulated =rnouzh monev to nurchase

a voung horse. This he traded to ar old settler for 21C zcrss of

land borderins on whet 15 row xncwm as ..cComss Zranch, [idkiff was
fullv determined to succead uron his own merits ar i erfici:nt mon-

“zemant, and by dealing in 1'.ve stock and tirber n2 continued e

purchase more land until he w s the owmer of over 10,000,000

4.1

acras, a bouniary reaching from above the  re:ent site of Sheridan

Station, dovm the river below Jest Hemlin, and as far back zs the

5
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emonz nis cnildren, tozethasr with ten thousand dollars in zold, which

]
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ne wost in his houss2 since belcre the Zivil “ar. {2 old m2na ves

t

in 3-mesthy with the Southern ermv end ha at one time have thirty-
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~iss Cyntl:ia IFcComas, =n” cet-
ied on 3ssr Creek, tai: Courty. Lewis was marrizd to :liss
nlizabath Condon, and settled nsar Zslt Rock, Cabell Jounty,
Nancy was marriasd to .r. ailey Crilders, in Zsllia County, Ohio,

~ . 1

ie was married to Josegh Hill, in Bocne County, and *hoeke
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Sal

\

[
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was married to Zsorge Childers in Czhell County.

(]

£ wa

married to Thomas :‘cComas

iy
67}

i

e

o S Aduliuiad
widow blrs, Fidy

i~
o5
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this County. There are about 3128 zrand childran,
children, and 13,179 zreat zreat grand childran of the above
namad familes new living and residin> in what i3 now Cabell

and Linecoln counties.

“hilz ths wwriter was coaversing wwita cne of the oldest
members of tne family, now livingz, the old gentleman remarxed,
"There is &n army of us, now, rurty zoodzeoprls too." ind he
lan~hinzly said the best feature ebout the whole generation

was that "rracticilly ail cf'em rere hard shell Bantists, and

moz3 hacked Temocrsts, the kind that would stand the tast,

St e s moan = M ATETAD P g TR
FITT:= BY e A4 10 SEOGAT GRMND
SON OF SPENCER NIDIIFF
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ZMIGRATION OF THE KIDKIFF FAMILY TO VIRGINIA AND WEST VIRGINIA.
This story, though éimple, yet peculiar, may prove interesting to
a number of readers of the Democrat to knoc the true story of the
adventures of their forefathers, their ambitions and success in early
life, and why or how they came to settle in what is now Lincoln County,

Wiest Virginiae

The following story was gathered after some difficulty, by the wri-
ter, from consultation with the oldest members of the Midkiff farmily
now living.

Avout the year 1I773, Welden Midkiff, a Dutch lad of nineteen years
came over to Virginia from Holland, with a company of Dutch settlers,
commonly known as the Black Dutch, and settled in what is now Giles
County, Virginia. The boy helped to build homes for the settlers, and
during the surmer of 1774, engaged in rasing Indian corn, potatioes and
pu,ﬁkins. Ail went well for a time, and the new settlers soon hrad
a company of Scofch neighboré, who settled near by: and it was in one
of these cozy Scotch homes where young lidkiff found his helpmate, lliss
Ivy Lewis, to whom he was married at the age of twenty. To this union

(a)

there were born three sons and three daurkters: Spencer, 3olomon, Lewis

Nancy, Sallie and Phoete.
idkifff —»roved to ke a vrosverous farmer, and a devoted rusbtand
and father. All lived ha»mnily together until the svring of 1323,

3

ix children

w

when the huftand fellisick and died, leaviné the widow and
to face the hardships of life.

Svencer, the oldest son, then seventeen years of age, according
to the laws of Virginia became the head of the family, and was tounu
under the law to su»nnort and maintain the mother and the younger chil-

dren. But this proved to be somewhat of a task for young Midkiff at

s vt
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that age: and he., like a majority of other boys, was filled with
the svirit of adventure, and he decided to run away and engage in
a livelihood for himself, After ménaging to fill a leather knap-
sack with a few morsels of food, the lad started out on his joure
ney, traveling westward through the unsettled recions of Virginia,
crossing the mountains, traveling a-foot and alone several days,
sleevning under the clefts of séme rock, or under the roughs of
trees at night, teing aware of the dangers to which hew as exnosed
to ferocious beasts and scattering Indians, which were then among
the mountains of Virginia, and what is now Vest Virginia.

On reaching the waters of the Great Kanawha River, the sunply of
food gave out, and it was then and there the lad began to ve huz'rea
and worn from the long. tiresome journey. Never-the-less, his de-
termination to find a tetter place, and his ambition to succeed in
life, encouraged him to continue ris journey and to not zive up.

Un going down the Kanawha, to a point about six miles east of the
nresent cite pf Charleston, night again overtook the lad, who was
very much alarmed and frightened when he perceived that he was teing
nursued ty a large nurter of timber wolves., Young ¥idkiff took to
his heels as hard as he could, but was soon overtaken by the anzsry
teats, and teing forced to clirb a tree, narrowly escaving death. The
wolves kxept the toy at tay 211 nicht until the sun peeped over the
nill tovs, wvhen they scempered avay into the voods. The lad climbted
down anc nroceeded on his journey, reaching a point near the present
site of Charleston, on the e*st side of the river. To his surpnrise

ne came unon the home of a vhite settler who had recently comre from

Greentrier Valley, and had settled there, his name teing willis ( L04VL.?

Clendennin, a possible relative of George Clendennin, one of the

founders of the Cavital City.
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Here the lad enjoyed the hosvpitality of his new acquantances for
a few days, feasting on corn cake, dried purvkin and venison: and
the meeting proved to e an interesting one which both narties enjoywl
very much,

Young Kidkiff and Clendennin told each other of their adventures
and discussed vnlans, each boasting of his future intentions. Clen-
dennin lauphingly said he had veen quite fortunate at his new settle-
ment, and that he had pﬁrchased his cabin home and a large toundary
of land from a friendly Indian, fer which he gave an old flint lock
gun and a bushel of corn meal that he had made by vounding Indian comn
and that it was no trouble to go out and find nlenty of game, which
served two nurposes-~food and bedding,

Young Midkiff lodged with the Clendennins for some three or four
days, sleeping on a huge bear skin at night, which was s»nread upon
the floor, and eating of the wholesome food, which seemed to te plenti-
ful, to which he was awarded a hearts;welcome, until he became rested,
and ready to proceed on his journey. He then started across the moun-
tains in the direction of . Guyan Valley, and after a two days journey
reached a farm house near the present site of %est Hamlin, the house

of ar old settler, T.J.McComas, or Jeff, as he wves commonly called.

lere the lad stovped and @vplied for a jok, which he secured, unon coné
dition that he would te an otedient and diligent worker.

Neantime, the widowed mother had caused wide sezrch to Tte made
for her wayward Yoy, tut vithout trace cf rime. The faniiyharbored the
idea, or rathér concluded, that the boy had bteen cantured by the In-
dians, or devoured by vild bteasts.

During the svring and summer months following the departure of
the lad, the industrious mother and children, aided bty the neighbors

vho lived near ty, cultivated the farm, producing a large yield of
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corn_and vegetavles, which was gathered and stored for winter. The
mother, ¥rs iidkif€, leaving her children in the care of relatives,
going on an extended visit to a Sfotch settlement in North Caro-
lina. The trivp was made by horge back and covered wagons, and re-

. S——
gquired 2lkost six weeks to compnlete.

Young kidkiff was very much contented in his new quarters; and
he not only vnroved to te an obedient young man, but a tirelesstv work-
er., His strong determination and his personality won the resvect
and confidence of his employer:. and he was vermitted to ride Mr.Mc;
Comas' favorite saddle horse bvack to Virginia, to visit the family
after the farm vork was finished.

Nothing kad been heard of the missing toy, and vhen he reached tke
settlerent on his return, his arrival was a big surpise to the other
trothers and sisters, although*a very pleasant one. According to a
custom, the family and relatives prepared a feast, which was follow
ed by a merry making jubilees ©but young Midkiff was disapnoint-
ed to find his widowed mother away, the one he most desired to see,
to tell her atout the beautiful valley, in' *ve guugn vitf=n tnot
whieh’ he:had~been making his abode since his depérture, and to in-
duce her to corme here to live.

However, his stay was limited, and he must shortly return to hris
ermloyers After listening to the story of the veautiful velley, and
the ovwnortunities that were in store for these who would launch ocut
and grasp them, the other tvio trothers, Solomon and Lewis, decided to
returr with the elder brother. They were soon f~llowed by the three
sisters, Nancy, Sz1lie and Phoete, who came over the mountains in com-
veny with Rufus Childers and family, who also settled in what is now
Catell County.

Svencer continued to live with lr.McComas until a year later,
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capturing the heart of the charming daﬁghter, to whom he was mar-
ried atout the year 1826. He continued to work for his father-in-
law on the farm, at the rate of twenty-five cents a day. On one
occasion he gave $1.00 for a calf which he sold for %1.50 later,
tuying three head vhich he sold for a handsome marging and, con-
tinuing this, ﬁnay he soon accumu:ated enough money to nurchase a
norse., This he traded to an old settler for 210 acres of land tor-
dering on what is now known as lcComas Branch., idkiff was fully
determined to succeed upon his own merits and efficient management;
and by dealing in live stock and timbter, he continued to purchase
more land until he waé the owner of over 10,000 a2cres, a toundary
rcaching from avove the present site of Sheridan Station, down the
river below Viest Hamlin, and as far tack as the head of Fall Creek,
which was valued at $75,000.00 during the year 1873.

The widowed mother disposed of her property in Virginia, and
came to Lincoln Couﬁty about the year 1827, riding through the moun-
tzins, horsevack, alone. She, like the elder son, was unafraid, and
disregarded the dangers wirich confronted her. Nevertheless, excite-
ment lay just ahead. As the old lady rode 2long she was forced to
dismount and seek shelter from a heavy rain in the hollow of a large
sycariore tree., Whele waiting for the rain to cease, she heard what
seemed to e the screzms of a woman, and her horse Ttecame so fright-
ened that he almost Ttroke away “rom her. In trying to quiet the
horse, she looked just zcross a drain a few feet eway, and she sni-
ed a large vanther coming toward here. She rmounted her steed a-
stride, and made ner escape, but she could hear the screams of the
teast for something like an hour, which convinced her that it was
giving chase, Zut luckily, the lady had trought food with her, and

she dropvned a portion of it in the road, and ty so doing, managed
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to get away from the animal, Mrs,Midkiff %Yrought the first
weeping willow bush that ever grew in West Virginia.

Spencer erected a large log house on a vportion of land situat-

ed just east of the present site of Vest Hamlin, on the east side

of the river, where he continued to live until his death, Farch

1l, 1881, There was torn to this union four sons, and five

~daughters: Alexander, Albert, Walden, Minkey, Julia, Jane, Emmer,

Mary Alice, and Ivy.

Just prior to the old man's death, he divided his estate a-
mong his children, together with ten thousand dollars in gold, which
he had kept in his hoﬁse since before the Civil War. The old man
was in symmathy vith the Southern Army, and he at one time gave
thirty-five head of fine cattle to te used as food for the Southern
soldiers.

Solomon was married to liss Cynthia XcComas, and settled on

Bear Creek, this county. Lewus was married to Miss Flizabeth Con-

| don, and settled near Selt Rock, Cabell County. DNancy was married

to kr.Riley Childerds in Gallie County, Ohio. Sallie was married

to Jogeph Hill, in Boone County. Phoebe was married to George
Childers, in Cetell County.

The widow, krs.Midkiff, was merried to Thomas LicComas, this
countye. There are about 218 grand-children, 2544 great grand-
children of the atove named famitdies row living and residing in
vhat is now Cabell County, and Licoln County.

while the writer was conversing with one of the oldest membters
of the family now living, the old gentleman remarkeds "Trer's an ar-
my of us now purty good meovle, too." And he laucghingly said, the

test feature aktout the whole generation was that practically all of

ther were hard shell Bapti and moss_tacked Democrats, the kind
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that would stand the teste.

laggie Johnson kidkiff, wife of Roland Vidkifif Died July 29,1931
Soloron idkiff, Born ¥arch 28,1805 Died Feb.ll, 1881,
Arerica Kidkiff ~orn Yay 17 1822

Blackvurn idkiff Yay 11, 1829 -~

Gorden Midkiff " March 2L,1891

Ipha Kidkiff " lay 19, 1833 I#"W

Adaline Liidkiff, * Xov.23, 18338

Cynthia Iidkiff, * Sent.19, 1841,

uwlx Yldk;ﬁid Jan,18, 1844

Lenry C. »1dk1ff ety &y 18558,

Lewis Iu, leklfl, " July 15, 1858 ko(_ eb.19,1923,

Roland ¥idkiff, " Feb.24, 1862 " July 1, 1923,

Julia Kidkiff, * Aug. 10,1868 June 18, 1928,

Thoras T, Midkiff, * June 2, 1870 Dec. 23, 1924,

Anavell® Arena Lidkiff, " Karch 26, 1872 Nov.l3, 1898,
ace &, kidkirt, " Sept.G, s

Ora E., Kidkiff, " Yovs 30, 1895

Adaline Widkifr, " YNov.15,1895, Fnd_

ialter J, Kidkiff, " Sept. 1, 189

Christine E, Draeger

Kidkiff, " Feb.22, 1892 April 12, 1924,

Annatelle Arena Ray
Lidkiff, wife of Thos.E.Midkiff, mother of Horace E., Ora X,, and
Walter J, Lidkiff,
Addie J, Kidkiff, son of Horace and Crristine Draeger Lidkiff, vorn
l.arch 20, 1924, Died March 20, 1924, Both kaly kargh, and his mother
Cjristine are turied in the family cemetary of Carl Draeger, father of
vy teloved wife, rear Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin.
Zthel May NeiphbBér Midkiff, my present wife, was torn Anril 3,1883.
Sallie korris ¥idkiff, wife of Lewis I'idkiff, vwas born Jan. 25,18¢4
and died llarch 21, 1944,

C. L, LicComas torn Jied Oct.14,1928.
Zroad Perry, * Octs 12, 1861,
Benjamin L. Butcher, born " Tlov.9,1946,

Lucy llorris Butcher, " Jaruary 25th, 1867,
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