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_Crozet, for they hav: recomnen

Perhaps, the greatest fuctor, in the development of Bare-
boursville, before sho Jury w.g tho "Kanawvha Road,® which stir-
ted at James River, a fow nilss east of white Sulphur Springs
and thenca, by &y of the springs, ucross Groen Bpier River, %o
Louisburz, and on, to Churl:ston, vhere 1t crossed the Kanuwha
River by nouns of a ferry, and then cume on, Ly way of &t, 1~
buns and old Iurricsene to Darboursville, Fron here, the rcad
crossed the Guyondotte River, bzlow the prosent bri&ge and
followed thas Pea Ridge route, to Russell Creek, to th- Spring
Hill Cenmetury on W.lnut Hills, It then woent by Iirshal’ Col. .ege
and turned tc the left, and down Tifth Avenue and followed the
Chio Jiver bo.toms te the mouth of the 3ig Sandy., This old road
canme thrcugh Darboursvills, on the prescnt site of iain Street,
in front 2f the Court louse. IMr. Claudius Crozot uwi.g the engi-
neor, who luid it out. s wos a Fronchman, nd predicted thot
the iand, on which Huntington is now loc.ted, would, souc d.y,
beeone th: wite of « great cliy. The people of Guyandotte vere
very much dissatisfied, with the r ute, fron Barboursville, to
Big Sendy, cluinming that a foroign angincer hzd trizd to kill
their town, by directing their trade, to a point beﬁond ity
meking the torminus of the road, as they sald, in the wcods
et the nmouth of the Big Sandy. In the saply 1830's, some o% the
eitlzons, of Guyandoite, formed a Stoci: Company, «nad built the
road, from th- nouth of lnd, to Guyandotte, on éhe upper side
of the Guycndotte River, thus corrccting what they conslderad 2
grove mist ke, of the "forcign' eonginecr, who had rceportcd that
slde of the river as hardly fit for a great highway, It scems
th..t our modern cngincers have, at le.st, portially vindicated
: ded the Pe> Ridge route, for the

ow groded road, Irom the mouth of Rusgell €reek, to ﬁarbeurs~
ville, »refering to bridge the Guyan River tuicc rather than
follow the other route, The Guyandotte Conmpony bullt the first
tridge across lud River, on elnost ex.ctly thc site, of the
present bril.oge, ani in fuet, all the otheys that have sine2 been
built. They sold their intorest, to the Jumes River Compony,
in & y-ur or two .nd they rebuilt the bridge in 183 , in « nore
gubst nticl nenner thon the Grrandotts Company had built it,
It w.s & wooden structurs, «nd leoked .lomost cxzuetly, liic the
covered tridge, vhiel nmunt of our o¢ld eiltizons cin well reonone
ber.  The I navha Road, in Importince, steod third cn the list,
of .11 the rouds, ascrcss the llogheny Mountoins, T.e gro.b
"Naotional Road," throug., tho northern part of our st to, cnd
Chio, Indicnc, cnd Illincls, to th~ liississippl Rivor, beling the
rost importint of all tho » utes. "The Cumberland Gup" route,
lecding from the V.llsy of Virginla, through il ntucky w.s, per-
haps, sceond in importinec, while the i.anawvha route wes, un-
questionable, third, This road, from the Big Sundyz to the
Jomes, in its stcepest places, had a grade of only ilve dsgrocs,
and a road bed of twontj-two fect, while the right of way, In
nany places, wus gixty feet., In the days of its splendor, it



was a greot turnplke, over which negnificiont st ge coachos,
dra.n by four or six horses, g.lloped or trotted .long, and
corrled the eminent stuatesmen, such o8 Henry Clay, Henry Donks,
lizdison,y Juchigon cnd others, %o the hite Sulphur Springs, or,
on to ...clington, and return. Ovor it, p.ssed grsut louds of
nerelaindise, going iest, with the products of the Yasty or
returning wit.. tobacco or other nmanuf.cturcd goods, from the
Sest.  They weros drawn in the "01d Virginla Conestoga,™ or
"florth Carclina" wegens, wiich werc but difforent nanmcs, fer the
same thing. Long before the bullding of thls roud, there had
b2en another ro.d, weross the wmount.ins cullcd the "0ld State
Road." This w.s built to Greenbrier County, in 1786 and 1787
It w.s not long until this ro.d wus contimued $o the Ohio, bub
the dotc 15 not definitely known, It is known that there w.s
sone xlnd of a road, Irom Cabelil County to hunavhe =8 cully as
18CG%, and the heonawha records show that roads were cuthorized
to be surveyed, as early s 1802. It is nors than probablo,
that tais part of tle road was made under authority, of the
County Courts o C&bell .nd Henavhae, The doeuwnd for roads, anong
these westcrn ploneers cun best be understoody by an inspection
of the rccords of the differcnt countles, It is difficult to
concelve of any rozd, In uss tod.y, thot was not pointed out,

or cstcblished, wt a very aurl; datc,

Scarcely a court convened, but one,-or .or: roads uarc
ordercd survey~d. The pooglc ware collected under o superinten-
dent, and assipned « covtain road, on or ne.r vhich they lived,
in order to lkeen Lt in ropoir. Cobell County had not been in
existenes five years, until roads wors openesd to the Fells of
Guyan, % 3lg Sandy, to tho Little Guyandotte, up Deven lidle,
Twelve Pole, Four Poley in fuet, to L1l parts of the prascnt
ccunty end even intc .ayne, llason, Lincoln, and Putnan Ccuntlos,
They were nct $o particulor bout the . ind of roads, as they - ere
tc have roads of sowe lind,

In the building of thc road, botwoen Zorbovrsvlilic and Ch .r-
losten, thers is no doubt, but that the salt industry, ¢ 8t of
Charleston, wcs a strong %;ctor. “his w.s a nccessary «rtilcle,
«nong 1l elosses, and, while it is true, that Thepas ord nade
smell awntities of salt, on Guyan River between 5:1t Rocl: and
iopt.a, and also on the 3ig S.ndy River, it is cort in that he
did not b-gin to supply tic domand, (nd, w8 proviously stoted,
on pacl. horses, and bring veci., at nost, & fov bushels of that
nracious corrodlty. ..t first, the priec w.s two dollars .nd
upw rds, paer itushsl, but, with incroeised ecompetition, wnd ine
proved nethods of manuficture, and with the opcning of the
turnpilc, .nd also the usc of stownloats, on the lomavha, and
the Ohlo Rivers, mai:lng tr.nsportotion cheapar, the price de-
cre..sed,

Lecd was also a necessity. There were no lead mines, in tii
rcglon, henea, in the very ewrly days, it was sonmetimes found
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necessary to travel over the mountaing, into the Valley of
Vicginia, Louls Summers passed over the e.stern part of the
road, as early as 1808, He kept a Journ:l, end reported that
8:1% was then selling, at two dollars e bushel, at the Ruffnop
Works above Charleston, but tiat he eculd have bought it, at one
dollayr per bushel, provided he would agree not to sell it, for
less than two dollars. There were ne trusts, in those days,

ag novw known, but it scons that the idea wus beginning to deve-
lops His Journal shows that cven, at this early date, drovers
weye begin: to drdve their hogs through, from Chio and Kene
tucky, This shed sale, for a linited anount of coyn, and
thus supplied the ploncers with money, vhich, at that timo, wasg
80 searco, that hides, or furs, and salt were about the only
wediuns of exchange, Conslderible travel wues divrected to Rich-
mond, the capitol of the stite, The curly law makers ¥ de over
the mountcins, on horscbuack, to citend tho sessions of the Legis~
lature, and returned the sume way, Before the formation of
Cabell County, this roglon wus a part of Kunawha County, Goorge
Clendenin, the founder of Charloston, and Daniel Boche, the
grect Ken%ucky ploncer and Indian fighter, becime the first rape
resantutives, fron Nanawha Coumnty, and incidontly, from what
later bocune Cubell Coumty. TheSe nen appecred the Logisge
lative lalls, at Richmond, olad in the sume gurb, which gge
were accugtomed to weuring &t home, The contrasé between
wesisrn mambers, ond the polits plstocrscy of the c.sby wue 8o

noticostls, that cless distirctions beoume unuvoidable, The

eople of the west were often refeyed to, in later years, us

Thewers of wood und drawers of wator.® 8 only intensified

the feeling botween the two seetlons, and helpsd to form that
strong centlnent, in the West, whilch later resulted in the new
state of West Virginle,

Afver the coning of the st.ges, therc was a w nderful change
in the menners and customs, of the people. MNany, more or less
apistocrutic fumilics, roved from Virginla, into the Konavha
Valley, ond gradvally extended, to the Kanéucky 1line, wheore the
typlecl cld Virginia goentloman net his kinsmen, vho ﬁad gona by
routcs other than the James River and Xonavha., The inerec.so in
trivel was im cnse, "The Konavha Banner® in cn editorialy Decom-
ber 9, 1831, cstinated thut twenty-five hundred travelers wore
passing over tho road annually, a ding to the money eirculation,
of the région, more than sevcnég—five thousand dellars. Provicus
to this tine, the mors rospectehle travol had been vompelled to
gersue pAck:] circitous routa, through Kentucky, by way of thoe Cume

erland Gap, or the northern roubts, over the National Road,

Much travel both, from theo sust and the west, was atiracted
to this reglon on account of the magnificent scenery, and the
fgcghthat gge road passed through the most eelebrate& gprings
o ¢ south,
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The Xanavha Road

With all the bad rcads which the early ploncers wers under
the necesslty of using, cne would imagine that nen would remaln
at hone, and thus avoid tho unpleusantness and inconvenience of
travel; yeot, unyone, who has ever had cccess to the early rocords,
diaries, and writings of our forsfathers cannot foll to be ine
pressed, with the number of persons Journeying, over the nountains,
wnd olsowhiere, It is probably true, that the absence of nows-
sapers, and recdy means of cowmunlceatlion made people nore ine
guleitlve, at that early day than now.' This travel made 1t
necessary that "louses of entertaihmcnt"Abe estublished, .t nore,
or less rogular intorvels; otherwlse, the general public weuld be
under the necossity of caring for the travel, from the glowing
accounts it often recd of the hospltality of the early pionecrs,
we would dnfcr that overy acue was open to cnyone who nlght chance
o pa;: thrcugh. Therefors, we are sursrised to find thesc Housss
of intertuinment so widely distributed, as an exaninatioz of the
County Court rccords would indlccts, The wiitor hos curelulliy
erxonined the records of Cabell County for scveril years fron 181h%
and finds this stutozent to be correct,

The lav required eveory porscn, W0 wlsied €s weer tovern,
to obtain a license frecn the County Court, and tc anter into bond

1l socunity. The foilowing is u.co £ ope of, the yecorda grent
%ﬁ% EYITearse. ﬁ%o %zom s‘i rwfs lﬁ "0n the rotion o g &
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Thomas Morris, ordinary license is granted him, to keep an ordinary
in the town of Barboursville at the house now ocoupied by Ben

~ Maxey, vho thereupon, with Cadwaller Chapman, his security, came
4nto Court and gave bond, as the law directs.” The earlier County

Court records are misplaced, :

The license fee was ususlly about 218,00 per year, and prc-
portionately less, for a shorter time,

The records show that Peter Dirting (now spelled Dirton) was
granted such a license, in 181%, He was jailer also, but died
about 18195, and his widow, Eligzabeth Dirting, continued to keep
an ordinary at her house, in Barboursville, for several years,

In 1815, licenge were granted to John ELverett, Bamuel Short, Jere-
miah .w'ard, Thomas Morris, Adam Black, éeorco Chapman, John MoCona«
han, John Morris, Jime and Joseph MeGonigle.

s Jeremiah Ward lived mwhoro,- in the region of Four Pole
creek; Thomas Morrds lived in Barboursville; John MeConihan in
Guyandotte; Adam Black lived mear the present Town of Onaj while
John Morris lived on the road a few miles sbove, Adam Black conie
tinued to keep ordinary for years, although it is not certain he
kept one all the time, In fact, he was keeping hotel and stage
stand, in a bullding yet standing about three miles below Milton,
up to the Civil war, John Y, Chapman kept, in Guysndotte and Ben
Maxey, in Barboursville, In 1817, Ben Macey, Phillip Baumgardner,
Elizabeth Dirting, William MeComas, June.and Thomas Morris were
all keeping in Barboursville. In 1818, James Conner, who lived

,,,,,

in the walley, near Culloden, took out & license, where he conw
tinued to keep, for some time, while John Shelton was licensed to
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keep %"at a br;ek house he rented of Thomas Ward, in Barboursville,®
- fhe Gounty Gourt had the logal right, to fix the ordinary
rates, in this county, but as usval, except, that lodging was
12-1/24:, oatis and corn 12-1/2¢ per gallon, horse, atandixig in hay
21l night, 12+1/2¢, Cordial, cherry bounce and gin 18-3/4¢ per
half pint. The Court seemed to forget to fix the rates on this
occagion, for "whiskey and Peach Brandy, but a little later they

 were fixed at 18+3/4¢ per half pint, peach brandy, per ditto

18-3/4¢. On page 215 of this same record, we fixed whiskey could
be sold at §2,00 per gallon, the best wine and peach brandy, at

$6,00 per gallon, while meals were 254 each,

It 48 not likely that these yrates were always charged, as
they vere the maximum, Nearly all the old men with whom the
writer has conversed on the subject, insist that liquor could be

had at a vory much cheaper rate, in their day, Long before this
in 1802, the Cownty Court of Kanawha County had established a rate

of 8-13¢ for lodging, meals 25¢, whiskey per half pint 10¢ #1
peach brandy 1241/2¢, beer, or eider, per quart 10¢,

Stephen Teays settlad at Coalsmouth about 1800, on the lower
side thereof, Here he establiched a ferry, and kept an inn and
worked on his farm, and entertained the travel, which wag then
from, and to the Ohio River, at Gallipolis and Point Pleasant.
Later, his son, James T, Teays, eame and settled where the turne
pike crossed Coal River in 1831, and built a small twow-story fyame
hotel, YVhen Judge Lewis Summers made his tour from Alexandria
to Gallipolis, he kept a Journal, in vhich he makes the folloving
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note: “Tavern kept by Tyroe; pretty good house,® This was
Richard P, Tyree, vho, it is claimed, kept the Lfirst House of
Entertainnent in Lewisburg,

Probably the most celebrated tavern, on the whole route,

with the possible exception of the one at White Sulphur Springs,

wag (allaghans, of whom more anon, He came, at & very early time,
and left his name perpetuated by Callaghan Station, on the 0 & 0
Railroad, neayr which he was loc¢ated,

John Hansford moved to the Kenewha River below Paint Creek,
in 1799, and built the first frame house on the Kaenavha River,
Ho kept a House of Entertainment, end was militia Captain and aleo
a magistrate, Henwry Clay and Henyy Banks, land speoulators, meme
bers of the tegimmo, and of Congress, and travelers generally,
atopped there, They had muster rolls each yeapr, spring and fall,
Here from all parts of the county, the militia would gather, Mp,
Hansford made peaeh and apple brandy, and let it ages After the
magter practice, he would roll out a barrel of brandy, and then
purposely disappear, as the sequel did mot fully sccord with the
dignity of his offiocial position, The fighting would doon come
mence, 'They amused themselves, by what was known as ®gouging," in
a process of fighting vith nails, purposely trimed shayp. Such
were the mountain taverns, before the building of the Kanavha
Road, They had their origin, in the very necessities of the time,
Fron the list of names of these early taverns, it secms that
slmnost every backwoodsman wag & tavern keeper, This indicates
that there was gongiderable travel in that early day, and also,
that money was scavce. (The early landlords differed from those



of & later day, in thay they were not tavern keepers by profession,
They ‘wero huﬁters, farmers and ferry keepers, as well., Aside from
the fact that they kept liquor for sale, they made little, or no
extra preparation for their guests.) (Reminisceneces of Alveh
Bangford, )

. fThe travel was of & transient and spasuodic nature, and, if
ove house should be overorowded, the doors of all the others were

| opene Most of ths buildings, even in the towns, were of logs.

Almost in the center of Barboursville until a few years ago, an
old log dwelling was a&mdinﬁ yet, a reminder of the days, when
only the wealthy could afford better buildings, The traveler, who
chanced to stop at one of these first ordinaries, found little to
distinguish it, from en average mowntain cabin, The food consistad
of whatever the season affordedj molasses of homemade suger, geame,
frult in the natural state, or dried, but never canned,

Pumpkin and beans, dried in strings over the fire, formed the
bulk of the food, This, with the corn bread, made of meal, ground
at the little water mills, was a meal £it for a king, At night,it
vas no wncommon thing for & guest and his family to oceupy the
game room, as sitting room and bedroom, tell their hunting and
Indian stories, and drink liquor from the same demijohn,

After the building of the pike, the Inns took on & more mer-
cenary charagter. The landlords wore no longer, to the same extent
as before, men of all trades, but they now became innkeepers, by
profession, As the stages only stopped at certain places, it is
probable that there were not as many, as before; at least, they
were not so scattered, About the only source we have, as to the



character of tha Taverns of that day, 1s the newspapers published,
at Charleston; and of those only a fow £1les are known %o be in
existence, and those covering only & peried of only about ten or
twelve years at the beginning of the pike's history, In Charleston,
George Goshorn kept at the®sign of the Jackson Hall," on the bank
of the river, Just above #the Middle Ferry, and opposite the Court
Houge.® Mps Goshorn kept the ferry,(Kanawha Banner, April 11, 1831,)
and henoco was_‘ able to direet much of the travel his way., This ad
vas dated 1820, bubt, he states, that "he still conkinues to carry
on the business of tavern keeping," showing that he was th_e:'e,‘p:e-'
ious So ﬁhﬂl’. date, : ' :

The Charleston Hotel staod ™n the conter of the besutiful
village of Charleston and immedlately on the bank of thé” Great
Kenawha River, nearly opposite the steameboat landing.® George
Epc%fmod w@p the proprietor, At first ¢ wvas a stags; stand, but
a change was made to Major Ruffnes's, about a mile and & half above
town, lr, Bpottswocd adroitly calls attention to the fact that the
neharges st stage ostablishments are sometimes unreasonable,® and
*hopes the removal of the steges will not prevent these desirous
of resting a fow days, and avaiting & boat from putting up at his
house,y Charges are:

25¢ for each meal

124¢ for lodging,

504 for horvse (2% hours),
Cheaper rateé by the week or month.® He makes the significent
remayk, ®A mécerate allowange of genuine o0ld rye free to truvelers,
gratid, e az;,d tin eonclusion, he begé to assure the publie that

P o



nothing an old Virginian can do for the confort of those who:ray
eall on him shall be neglected,"

One of the most celebrated houses of entertainment, on the
vhole route, was kept by Major Danlel Ruffner, cne and a half
miles east of Charleston, He owed hundreds of acres of land,
and has as f£ind prgtures as the Kanawha Velley could boast of, “A
traveler, in 1832, descrided it as "a fine hrick house, embowered
in trees and grapevines, with a noble aplary, about & mile gouth of
the village of Charleston, We regretted to see the family mansion
of the 0ld worthy CGohoe desecrated to the use of a hotel, The
£101ds of the Western man of Uz we could not discover neaver than
four miles from the mansion, He further states that more than a
thousand acres of fine ecorn and grass were growing on the place,
Major mrfner began keeping here about 1820, There was a camp
neeting ground near his farm at whmi the people gathered every

yeayr from all pa.rta of the count®¥« ‘Here: they would listen to
the "wit, wisdom, and eloquence® of m;tningers of earnestness gnd

ebility rarely surpassed at the present dayy while their hovses
fed on the great pastures of Mr, Ruffner, The name of this
typloal old Virginian is still perpetuated by his descendants in
the "Ruffnor House" at Charleston, ore of the finest hotels in the
city, A

Most of the advertisements for these old Homes of "Enter«
tainment® vere of & condescending mature, In 1830 C,V,Dracksler
opened the Ssline Hotel at the Salimes, 6-}/2 miles ecast of
Gharlestons Ho had "extensive stabling provided with vholesome



hay, corn and oals and careful ostler. "By strict attention to
the gemfort of travelers he hopes to merit a share of public
patronage® "Sepavate yoous for the accommodation of private )
familles always in readinesas,” This was to accommodate the loegd
travel to the Salines, as it was %oo close to Ruffner's to be a
gtage stand, ahackwouldmto @mrlestonmominsanﬂewnm;.
PR =g il B it B Mgyt i
Sorpitabia sad AOCcutivor Vit o FuL Bogyed oF AN
eurgausity.' (Kanavha Bar’mar, Jamuary 7, 1
The samo writer, sSpeaking of the Tavern, at Xanawvha Fells
says: "The tavern iskept, by & gocd natured chunk of a man, vho,
like Bancho, cast a shadow of nearly the same when lying ag vhen
standing, Ho was obliging, almost to annoyance, and officiousness,
as I may remark in passing, and so ave all the landlords, in
these new routes, where passing has vecently been lot in upon the
golitudes, 1ike 11ght in ancient fable, ugon the lower reglons,
Mountaineers .ara- fixed along the new route, allured by the pagsing,
and are either taverners or people who furnish them with supplies,"
The editor of the Bamnner, however, takes issue, with this

“opinion of our landlords "The author has already mistaken the |

part and bearing of mine host at the Falls, True native politencss
i3 one of the most striking among the many gocd qualities of this
gentlenan,® "A better tavern or a more agrecable landlord is
geldon met with enyvhere, Another writer, quoted in The Gazeeter,
of Virginia, speaks of it as a "apacious hotel, which stonds
opposite the Falls,”

|



¥ Fourfeen miles east of Kanavha Falls Phillip Metzger, in
1831, owned @ large fawm and stage station, In en ad, $o sell
the fmperty, he said there was over & lmdved acres cleared, "It
«wad o large and commodious dwelling house, with all mecessary oute
houses. It has @ barn 80 feet in length, and 20 feet in width;
and wnder the barn thirty-two stalls, Part of them ave not yet
- £inighed.” _
 Robert W, Poindexter was Propristor of "Liberty Hall" situsted

on the turnpike, ten miles below Charleston, at the "hmiao formerly
occupied by Mrs, E,B, Thornton.” This would be a mile or two
above 8t, Albans,

One mile below Chavleston, at "Willow Gyove" Mrs, Watson
"is prepared to enteytain travelers at her house on the south
8ide of the Kanavha,"

fhe Kenewha Banner, of Feb, 13, 1831, contains an ad by
Daniel Morgan, of Washington County, Ky, offering to rent for one
year, and perhaps, move, all that farm, ferry and tavern seat in
Cabell Co,, Va,, on the Ohio River, and lmmediately above the
mouth of Big Bandy, at the termination of the turn~pike road.®
We learn, from this ad, that "David MeCoruick lived, on the prew
mises, and that *gonsiderable land has been recently cleared and
t’here has beeh congiderable made by keeping store house,"

In 1832, Maupin®s Corners, and Wilson's Taverns, were
scattered along the route, between Barboursville and Hurriegne
Bridge.



From the "Gasoteer of Virginia and Digtrict of Columbla,
"published in 1839, we learn that there was a hotel at Gauley
Bridge, stage stand, and a "good tevern at Coals Mouth® At
Hansford P.0,, opposite the mouth of Paint Creek "The only houses
are a mercanﬁila atore, and a House of Entertainment, There
were three hotels, each at Charleston and lLewlsburg, while arowund
¥hite Bulphur Springs “Several large and handsome hotels have
sprung up in the neighborhood, for a distance of six or seven
miles, with t.he view of mepely accormodating the company overe
flowing, from the limited acoommodationg of the Springs.” A%
Fronkford there vas s tavern then miles N,E, of Lewisburg, A
short distance off the pike, were two taverns., Thore were also
axcellent ta#ams, at Blue Sulphur Springs, and other springs
in the vicinity of white Sulphur, At Lewisburg, Frazier and
Hay, kept noted hostelries, This was a great court town, in
those days, The State lLaw Library was located here, Around
these taverns, judges, lawyers and Jurors, mingled with the
aristocraecy of the road, Vhen court was in session, tourists
from the white Mphur,";requently came over to gpend tre day
end listen to the great speeches, made by such men as Judge
G W, Smmeu,' en oratory of such ability, as to have attracted
attention, in any court in the United States, 4

From the Cuyandotte Herald, of December 1, 18545, ve learn
the names of some of the hotels, in Guyandotte, and Barboursville

- randotte,
et that time, The "Eagle Hotel," at g-?y tey vas kept by ;

Joln W, Baumgardner. O, Moore and J,H, Vandiver vere proprictors



of the Union Hotel, en the YCorner of Guyan and Front Strects
near the steamboat landing.® James Stuart ren the Btuart, which
he had recently enlarged, This was situated on Main Btreet, bag-
gage was brought, from the river, free of charge,

An 014 lady 1iving in Guyandotte, stated that John G, \right
kept & hotel, on the piver bank, and that the hotel, on Main
Street, atood vhere the Page & Everett Eu:llding now stande, 6Bhe
claims the Wright Hotel was the better of the two, The Main
Street hotel was operated by many different people, among them
vag ong. nemed Snith, who fell down stairs, and broke his neck,
He Vas not relatad to the Mthl 1iving in Guyandotte, ...

ltrs. E’van Blume and Mps, MoKendreoeo ren & teuperande
tavern on ant Streety in Barboursville, "free from a get of
drunken J.aafera vho always lay around & whislkey tavemn, "

John Hatfield and william Merritt also kept tavmn.

The atage stands, along the mte, wore always located in
connection wit.h the taverns, Mr, Anderson Blas, who I have
pvevieusly quoted, and who worked on the road, about 1852, e@aid,
at that time; the stage stands were located as follows: The —_—
first was, at the mouth of Gandy. One vas at Coal's Mouth, of
vhich the proprietor was John Overshiner, The next of vhich
he has any ieeollegtion was kept by Geo, P. Huddleston, three
miles below fhe Falls, on the left of the Pike, going eust,

Aaron Btockton had a tavern, at the Falls., It was a three-
story briek, located just above the Fall Rock, on the right of the

Pike, going east, two and & half miles, above Stocktonts, 014
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mef Mi11er kept at tho foot of Geuley Nountain, in & frame
house, on the right hand #ide of the Pike, going east,

Vau.ghn'c ?avam, a8 large two~story frame, was located fouy
miles beyond Hawk 's Nest, on the top of Gauley Mountain,

John Morri.s kept in Teay's Valley in a house 3till standing,
and ocoupied by T.J.Berkeley. It is about thitee miles below the
Village of Hurricanes |

The house, in which Adam Black kept, is standing at the
present day, also., It 18 now occupied by _

Andrev Curry kept tavern, at Hurricane Bridge, a long vhile
before the War,

With the exception of White Sulpbur, Callaghan's was the
nost aolebratoﬁ tavern on the route, It was situated on Dunlap's
Croelc, 13 miles eust of White ‘Sulphur Springs, at the intersection

of aeveral great, mpdl and stnge voutes, through the Valley, Demis -

Ga!.lnghan vas 1mdloré here for wany years, before the huildmg
of the Pike. ‘ I.ewis sumars spent a night with hin vhen joure
neying through the Kanswha Valley, in 1808, After his death, he
was mcceeaed“by his gon, who, like Rip Van wWinkle's scp, socened
to have ﬁmaéiﬁed his fatherts tralts, with his Ycast off galli-
ghasking,® Herc centerad all the travel from north, east, south
and wost, fron Pennsylvanis, and Marylend, and through the Shenane
doah Valley from Washington, Kichmond, and other great cities,

of the east, frvom North Carolins and from the Ohios here 1t paused
8 1ittle, ¥joked with our genial landlord, and tasted his liquor,
enjoyed his hospitality, and then passed on to the Ohio, by way
of the Great Kanawha, or Boone'!s Wilderness road, or even, to



the Father of Vaters,® Here 18 a view of Dennis Callshen in
1813;‘ "4t Dennds Callaghunt's, where we breciifasted, there is
&6 1ittle streanm whieh joins James Hiver, and eventually mingles
with ¢the oceé:_x, and & few_milea beyond there is a similar one
whieh s g;%ﬂbutary to the Mississippl, Here then, :gsida_a

"~ the mightyiﬁivar G_dd., of the Alleghanies, vho cayries an um

under each arm, from one of which, he presses the waters of
the east, frox thoso of the weat. My mind expanded as it floabed
rapldly like a canoe down the river one moment, dwelling on the
vast and endless river, vhosge Lrmeasurable tributayy streans,
like veins a:id,arteriea, find their common centers, in the heayt
of that great valley, forming natural links, and bonds of common
union, which will forever remind the people of that cast region,
vbdeh tells of thoir kindred blood and kindred intorest,®

“But I must not forget Jittle Dennls Callighan, who 1& nelther
rsclenan norh oyatorman, and abt any rotey would much rather have
the insdde of an oyster, then its shell, I'11 swear for him,
Deunis 48 a é_ért of 014 men of the Mountains® as well known in
these parts, Qs Dennis Bulgruddy was on Muckrish Heath, He is
an I:.fisbman, having true blue pluck liven end.lights, nddriff and
ally and settled in this place, about the time the oyster shells
foundered in a rock, nearby, and I believe, for the memory of man
runneth not to the contrary, of his baing"‘here. How he got here,
the lord ong Imows, but here he is, and {gggeﬁehgg f’iﬁé}'ﬂtﬁ“ ¢
Galling; elthor because it is the only house of entertainment,

remain and flourish, for no trouble ev-p .
texf’m miles, or because Deunis 1s such a wag pestilent and

W
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withal, a very honest fellow, whlch for « publicun, is prodigious.
He may be known, by being a little fellow, dressed in long tulled
coat, with buttons, zbout the elze of a pewter plate, a pair of
breeches made very loose ornumehted, with new buclkles, of massive
vorknaneship, and square or neurabout, I won's be positive, He
hag a nighty way of pulling up his galligasting with one hand,

and drawing the sleeve of the other accross his nose, at the samc
time, I suppose, becaunse it tickles him, His stockings were of
nixed woolen, and had in them, a pair of small, Jolly, long,
thick, spindle legs, that precipitated themselves into his shoes,
by means of two feet, at the end of thenm, which sald feet were
rather stort, but made up in length, He wears a queue of some
two dozen hairs, which, in their primitive institution, seen

to have been black, but are now like Hamlet's Senior! beards, a
sable silver. As Dennis will doubtless be fecummended, by pose
terity, I thought 1t well to be particular in giving & description
of himy which will doubtless become valuable as he ahail become
extinet."

We inquired of Dernnis, if we could get breakfust, boing
pretty shurp set with a ride of fourteen go d, honest, long
niles, "Breakfast, salid Dennls, with infinite gravity, You
can't get breakfast here, I don't keep tavern «ny nore,®
"However," sald he, after enjoying our perplexity, 'I an Jjust
going to breakfast mysolf, and you sre welcome to go sncek with
ne.!' In a little tine, we were going away., Oliver, a truveling
companion, very gr.vely thanked him, for his hospitality, without
offering to pay him, This made Dennis look rather blue, for he
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thought it was carrying the Joke a little too fayr., However,
we pald him at length, in silver, ot which he expressed no
small astonishment, not having scen any, in a long time,

In the White Sulphur Springs papers, page twenty we have a
view of the younger Callaghan, in 1838: "We stopped once nmore,
on our road, at Callaghans, a greut breckfast house, thirtcen
niles, this wlde of the White Sulphur, at the Intersection of
severcl mail routes, We were very hospitably entertalned, by the
fageitious wnd obliging host, who never differs, in opinion, with
his guests on any subject, 'that's not fare', Dennis Callaghan,
the father of tho present proprietor, was imiortulized by the
suthor of tWestward Ho.' On which side of the question are you,
Mre callighan?" said one of us, %c him, at parting, "why eir,

I dont't 1like tc differ-«"I'm sure we don't® "put, how do you
gtond?® "Why, 8aid ny friend, "I am van'Buren, subtreasury
adninistration, ultra Whig." "vell, 8:.id he, "¥r, Stranger, I
an exactly where you are,"

The 1ife of the road terminated in the 1life at White Sulphur
Springs. They were Justly cclled, "The Saratoga of the South,"
for next to that resort they were the nost noted watering pluce,
in the Unilted States. They wvere known at a very early date, but
opcned as a public resort, until 1818, by Willaim Herndon, who
had leased the property, for a perlod of ten years, of the owner,
James Caldwell, From that duy, for many years, the place wus
L R A A AT e

and even i e
in the State. Here were gothered Pregidents of the United States,
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Senators, Judges, Governors, vhile whole families caur to mingle,
in the gay soclety, and recuperate thelr health,

"There is an arrival; it must be a fanily from the south,
from the extent of the train and the number of horses and vehicles.
First comes the baggage wugen, then a youhg gentlcmun on horse-
baek then follows the diligence, containing the children, nurses,
and band boxes. After that comes a c¢losed curriage, with the
ladies of the family, then the gentlenan himself, riding after, and
the cavalcade brought up by several other vehioles; and several
as outriders,®

So nany clasaea of people were sure to attract a erowd of
phrsicians, phrencloglists, dentlsts, «nd itinerant jewelers, to
fatten, on the burses, and inpose on the eredulity of the inexpere
ienced, The traveling museunm, with its wex figures, snskes, Indlan
costumes, wo;ves; and other animais,.passed through.

Deer wefé plentiful in the vieinity. A son of the proprietor
wined a pack of sixty hounds in 1838, The secson opened in
August and continued four months, almost without interruption.

The decr were so plentiful thaet the ladles often witnessed the
hunt, from thelr carriages. Venison wus a common artlcle of
diect.

The enjoyment and merrinent were rarc; the charccters were
original; the storles were newy and good, and the songs were new.
The traveler is seldom fivored with such a treat, Claret wus

Le genersl drink, I belleve, anong the fox hunters of old, but

hock: appeared to he the favorite beverage here; and, auzong the



. many sperkling songs, was the following, vhich was dedieated to
{'v the virtues of hoclk:
Awvay with all grief,
And let us be merry,
And £i11 up the bumpers of wine,
And let 1t not be, with Madelra or sherry,
But Hoeck. Give us Hoek,
Sparkling Hock, from the Rhine,
For Yock 18 the wine,
And it comes from the Rhine,
From the land of old legend and song.
ind drink as we nmay
The heart rilses gay,
As night with her shades,
ind her joys fly along,
When we drink of its nectar,
The finey in dreans
Wénders away, to the soft, flowing streume,
To the land, where the maidens,
Are tilling the wine,
And pressing the grape,
On the bunks of the Rhine,

nd novw, let 1%t be,

Through this land of the free,

Fer and wide, on her bright banners spread;
| While becuty, shall shine,

That Hock is the wine,

Through sumier and winter,
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T411 youth shall haye fled.
It is estimated that there were a thousand persons, at this

. resort, in 1838, The following statement, for 1835, will give an

idea of the real number of people here, in the days vhen the road
wa8 in its prime: ®Already, there is a vast concourse of strangors!
from the North and the South, the east and the west, coming from
the din and bustle of the clty, or from the bancful mismate of
the marshes, to find health and pleasure at the Virginla Springs,

"Ut luna inter minores sideres.® ' |

It 18 estimated that the buildings for 1835, would accomuod:te
four hundred persons at one time, And yety as previously nar-ated,
it w.s found necessary and profitable, to erect many other large
ones, at a distunce of five or six niles, to ;ccommodate the overw
flow,

Honry Howe vigited this region sbout 1846, and has left us
a drawing, showing a number of the buildings., This 1s reproduced
on page

"The Springs are situated, in a narrow vale betwecn the spurs,
of Laurel Mountaln,

Besldes the White Qﬁphﬁr, nunerous other springs were in
the vieinity, fThe Warm Springs, were forty nmiles, on the road,
towvard Staunton, Desldes these are the Hot Springs, the Sweet
Springs, the Red Sulphur, the 8alt Sulphur, ezach of which were

suponosed to have its own pecUlliar curative quulities,
Travelers to the Bprings, from the North, generally came

by way of Washington, where they tuke the steamboat to Fred-
ericksburg, 60 niles. The remaining part of the journey is by
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land travel over a very good mountainous roéd, for;the'laat one
hundred miles of the route, Travelers by the public stage reach
Charlottesville by the c¢losc of the first day, after leaving
Weghington, passing through Staunton, on the next; breakfusting
at the Warm Springs on the rmorning of the third day, and arriving
at the Vhite Sulphur, the same cvening.," (Appendix to White
Sulphur Springs Papers, p. 153-4),



But, the stage tyuvel wus not all, In fact, 1t wos prow
bably a small part only, of ths full anount of the travel, and,
in many casaes, ennsiste& of the middle classes only, éa who
were too poor to pay stage fare, sither walked; or rode horges
beck, On theother hand, of the wealthier peo had thotr
own private eonw.yanaws, a*xd disdained to ride, wi @ eommon

herd.

Bven in the eurly days, there was ¢onglderable dmmlgration,
assing to the West, but g Ml e e 1t
eroused to such it extent as to bacome & serious ma! ter,

the welfure of the "other State,®

The following is coplaed fron a 1ett'.er by an eminent M.tse:‘ary
gentleman of Virginia under dute of 1835:

"In enjoying the pleasures and advantogos of safe trange
rtation, along the groat State road, which traverscs
his section, there is a spectale often presented whi h

awakons @ majancholy train, of inflections, I

to the nunbor of emigranis whe sllursd, by &he ha

sonetines dacsptive, of inprrqing their ¢ ndit&an, mﬁa

bending their tollstmo march, tc the £ar West, Imagle
nation »scoras busy, ln cunjuri«g ug tha brokan tles,

of e:»ly associa ,,1or., 6f windpsd and erm.”?‘”u&nd we

raad, In tha sorpovful visugss, of ssma of these wrete

chad fugitives, tales of mentdd ind bodlly suffering,
which, no lcnguage could express, It 1s true, that some
of those numberless capuvang, prosont tho exterior of
confort, and cven happiness, but, JTor the most part,

it is ov*deﬂtly the last strug L of despulring nevnrty

to efsca e from the hardships of 1ts lot, Whilst the

phil opist ghuddars, at sueh seoneg, of wrotchedw
ness, the pelitician must mourn, over the increcsing
dr.in, to pepulation, as well us the cuuges, which
nroduce 1« I trust, at lsast, if the wavc of emigpPim
tion rust contimue to flow westwardly, that the time
will shootly come, vhen the Cor:sts and mountoeins of
our Com.onwoalth, i1l nresent su’ficlent atbractions,

to break 1ts forc~, 1f it docs not entirely arrest it."

Over this route, gfme mah af all azes and ¢nditions, Sope
come to find Lomes 1n the w«st, sone, on exploraticon oy hunting
tours, come ar traders, and for vorions other reasons, , Bul woate-
ever the ciuse of thedr coming, thoy wero moving cvar wostward,
Mowkk Puneil, e autlor of a vsry interesting little volune,

"The White Bulphus Spring Papersa® bearing date of 1839, but’
reforring to praviaus year, gaya:

“The pass, passing by the White Bulphur, 4s the eat route,
to the weat, by Quyendotte, and for many weeks, eds

%
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of wagons, and other conveyanees, have been going by,
£illed wi%h emigrunts, in secrch of new homes, There

18 much charucter to bo met with anong them oecaslionally,
and 1t .ffords the writer much pleagsure and interest,

at times,; to he.r their original remarks, as to the
country, vhere they were going, and what they intended
to do, vhen they gct there, I camc upon & part:r one duy,
who had been blvouaeling, on the w.y, it turned out to

be a whole neightcrhond, {rom one of the ecstcrn coune
tles, in Virginia, on thzir way to Illinols. They had
with them, all their firnming ulonsgils, end furniture,
spinning vheels, chwmns, -nd the like. The b ys, &
nunber of them, who wore large enough, were supplied
wvith guns, and walked . fter the vagons, and furnished
the game, The old patriarch of the fanily, with who I
conversed, sald it went very herd with him, to leuve

old Virginmy, but the lands, they had Just quitted, were
quite worn cut, .nd weuld not produce sufficient support,
for their fanilics, wiich were iarge. They had ecollage
ted severcl hundreé dollurs, among then, and verc going
to buy and cultiv.ts nov lands, in I1linois. Theold

nan wvas quite pleased, end surprised vhen I mentioned
that the cmperor of Chlne, ploughed a furrow ounee a ye. ¥,
from rcespect to the flrmers, .nd agriculture, and calle
ing the attontion of one of the boys ne.r him, he sald,
"Do vou heuy that, sir, thal the king of China wvas &
forner? and 17 you keep stralght, you may be Presie

dent of the United Stutos yet,®

The same author relatcs, that a Swiss gentleman, made a
tour to Guyandotte, for the purpose of s:cinf the Missisaippi
River. On his return, he was askedy how he Liked the locks
of the mighty strcum, but he eppeercd unwilling to talk,

Henry Clay was a gre:t fovorite, long the road, Mrs, Tllen
Woods of Cincin:eti scys: "I@-g?and§uth Ty Zebtilon Griffin.
noved from Charleston, to Teuy's V.lley, not fa¥ fron Hurrieanc,
I haveoften heurd ny rothor rclate, tha% a strangor drove up,
onc evening, in ¢ privite conveyance, driven by a negro sarvant,
He agked for lodging, wund as ny grhnéfuther never turned anyone
away, he was, at once, invited in, For some rcigon, lr, Clay
did rot introduce hinself, Nexti wmorning he tharked my g?;ndfather
quite wernly, but cs the folks had bocn well cntertuined, by his
convers. tion; he wis told that they e uld not have tre.ted hinm
batter, 4if he had boen Henry Clay, ~horcupon he made hitgelf
kncwn, to the delight of all.”

Another very interesting matter, to vhich we have mePely
previously alluded, w.s the shigping of hogs, mules, and horges,
over this road, £r m points west, and north of Guyandotte. This
usually occurred, in the fall, a8 this was the time vhen grualn

5



(: | and other feed aculd be most cheaply obtained, Parmers
along the route, made a bdusiness of raising corn, for this
purpose. “The Western Virginien® published, at Charleston,
under date of December 6, 1826 saye:

"A western friend informs us, that upwards of six thousand
hogs have passed up the valley, of the Great Kanawha,
as early as the fifth, of this month, mostly, des-
tined to the eastern quarter, of this State---this
aceession, to our usual supply, by that route, is
owing to the very useful and convenient voad,
recchtly eonstructed betwsen the Kenawha and Jamos
Rivers.® This paper estimates that it costa one
dollar end a quarter per cwb,, to bring the hogs.
The droves scmetimes monopolised the voads, for days,
This continued, wntil the Civil War, There are many
men, now living, elong the voute, who remember
seeing these droves, The life the drover, was,
. by no means, an easy one, After driving the eteck
¢ thyough the Valley, and sometimes, even to Richmond,
or other eastern eities, he often walked back,
receiving, for his services, usunlly less than a
-~ dollar a day. On his retuwrn, in oxrder %o receive
full wages, he was compelled to make a certain
mumbey of miles, per day. The growing of comm, for .
.. .these droves; becams g businasss with many of the fare
"7 mersy along the route, 8o anxious were they, te
sell their crops, in this way, that they have been
known, to ride several miles, to the west, %o meet
the droves, in order to make a bargain, in advance,
of their less enterprising neighdbors,

The demand for corn tended to impoverish the soil, to
such an extent, that in some cases, it was literally worn out,

The farm of John Hubbard, in Teay's Valley, was called
"Pea Ridge" because it was said to be so poor that it would not
sprout black-eyed peas., Steamhoat transportation diverted
part of this traffic, to Pittsburg, and other markets, and
thus prevented this condition, from becoming worse than i%
was,

. Freight was carried, in the Conestoga wagons., Of thege,
"the running gear® was very strong and heavy, The body was
shaped somewhat, like a boat, higher at the bow, and stern,
than 'mid ¢hip' and canvas. An 'end gate' could be taken off,
for loading and unlosding. The feed trough was swung, at the
stern, and when, in use, was supported en the stern, by a single
arrangement, Every wagon was drawn, by not lese than four
horses, and often six were employed, the horses being
two abreast, There was hardly any limit to the capasity of

( ~ the wagon-body, and the loading was vegulated, by the strength,
.



of the horses, and the conditiong of the rouads. With good

roads, four horses were required to draw 'forty hundred? ds,

i{neluding forage, for the trig, and six borses tsixty hundred!
unds, Ths usuul load, for four horses was, about sixtesn
arrels of flour, A train of these wagons brom fiva to twenty,

in a line, crecping along a public rcad, the white canvusg covers,

cogplcuous at & distance, was always an interessting spectacle,

The teumsters made themsclves &8 Jolly, a8 possible, round

thelr campfires at night, and on the road, maqg of %hem batrayed

mach pride in their h-vses, snd squipments. The sight of one

of ths Kellars, of iugusta, driving his team through the astreets

- of Riehuond, ags most ofour furmers did, suggested to St. Legar

Carter, a menber of the Virginis Legislature, his lines called
'The Mountain Wagoner!%:

"Ytve often thought, if I were asked,
dhose lot I envied 508twwe

What one, I thought most 1ightly tasked,
0f man's unnumbered host,

I'd say 1'd bs a m untain boy

ind dyive a noble teamewo hoyf

do hoyl 114 ery,
And lightly fly,
Intc my saddls Seat,
' g ﬁg&ﬁhip I'd craok,
t musie 18 so sweat?

81x blucks, I'd drive, of emple chest,
K1l earrying hiﬁh thehiead=-

All harness'd ¢ight, and gally drcat,
In winters, tripped with red.

Oh yes, I'& be & mountain boy

nd such & team I'd driveswo ﬁay!

#o hoy! 1%'d ary-

The lint would fly-

Wo hoy!--Dobbin, Balll
Thelr feot ehouid ring;
/md I would singe

I'd sing ny dol-de=ral,

My belle would tingle, tingle~ling,
Bensath each be r-skiin Gipe

«nd, a8 I saw them sewing and swing,
T4d;bthehg fiédrbess nhuntain doy,
nd drive & Jingling teamgewo hoy!

7
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Wo hoyd I1'd ory-

My words should fly-

Fach horse wouvld prick his ear
With tightened chain,

1Y lumbering waln,

Would mova, In its earesr.

The golden apurks‘ «you'd gee them apring,
Benesti uy horsea! tyoudy

Eagh $:11-1'd braid 1t up, with string,
0f blue, or flaunt reds

80 does, vou know, the mountain boy,

#ho drives the dashing te:n-wo bhoyd

Wo hov! 1'd crye

Egch horse's eye,

With fire, would 8seem to burng
With 1ifted head,

And nostral spread,

They'd soem the aarth to spurn.

They!d chemp the bit and fling the foam,
Ag they dragged on my load-

Mnd I would think, of distsnt howus,

ind vhistle, on the road

0 'apuld, I werc 8 mounta{n boy-

I'§ drive my siz~horse teomewo hoy!

Wo hoy! 1I'd ery,

Yow, by yom sy,

I'd¢ gsocner drive those ateeds,
Than win renown,

Or wsal a crown,

won by victorlious deeds:

For crowns oft press, the languld head,
And health, the wesyer shung-

nd victory, trompling on the dead,

Muy do for Goths and Hans:

Scek then who willl-they have no Joys,
For mountain lads and w.gon boya,

But the 1life of the wagoner, was not without its temptie
tiona, &s well as its hardships, The undue use of liquor, often
eauseé trouble, Dr. Specece was accustomed to say that some men,
who were stald church members, at home, left thelr religion, on
the Blue Ridge, when they wen& sast, with their produce,”

B8, CongEtoge og, o Jad, L83, oeLgin Beet, Incaster, PempyLvends.

"
_ﬁﬁ%gsarched bridge, of stone, carried the &urnpike, acrogs Conestoga

| 8
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Creck, a stream flowing southwurd, fute the Susquehanns, It
tokes its name, which has bocome I'amcust in /meriean History,
from & small tribe of Indians, who livez, on its border, e
eurly inhabitants madse tho water doeper by bullding damsg, with
looks, and suiled their bo:ts, with loads of produce, down
the Susquehanna, In tho comron phraseslogy of that ﬁiua, thay
called it the 'Concstogat navigation,' But the most intercsting
thing, to which ths nome *Conestoza! navigation was given wus &
wagon that was invented; in this region,.®

In a ploeturs of one of the strests of Charleston, drawn by
Henry Howoe, In 1846, one of thess wagous is soen, Naay old pere
gong now romenber them distinetly. They were in uge, until after
the War, and vere often painted, in gay colors,

Solomon Thornburg, gr:ndfather of Gsorge &, Thormburg, oqne
to this ccunty, frou the Shenendoash Valley, in 1813, These old
Praolrris Schooners, us they werc somotimes ealled, often came from
ag far distant, as North Cuoroline, bringing whiskey snd choestnuts,
and returning with bucon, fattened on ths mast, or nuts of various
kinds, in which this reglon «boundods -

AS many as thirty of these wugonsg have beem ssen, winding their
woy, in the e.rxly fiftilesy
heavy loads of salt and oiher goods, while sc goning Jost, vere
loadad with fevit, slug tobtacco, éﬁé'genazul merchandige, sixn
horse tcams often came loaded, with nothing but tobaceo, destined
for the refined tuste, of the western ploneers, while éhsre weye
hundreds of drivers, but few arc Temembered, by name, Jim Crow
was & haughty fellow, und rurely spoke to any one. Ths Aite
brothers«-«job, Dick and Billeeewere also wagoners, and & jollder
erowd w.8 hard to find, Thoy a.vways c.pried thelr flddles, and
the nights wers nadc me vy, by the w goners, ongaging in "oul
donees," (8o callad becanse no women were prosent.) avound the
oampnrires. They 3.oviad thelr own cooking utenslls, «nd alegt
cround the fires. or in the wag ns, In the doy tliz, or «U night,
they eould be heord for milas, singing negro melodies, of which
the soomoed S possass 2 full repertoire, and of which, they
Never tirad, Th:oy bought thedir yrovisions and fead ol the
fapmars, or t.vorus along the pout:, cook:d thads own ue.ls,
and drans thelr own wilskioy., They wePs a rough 3.t of fsllous,
always Pedy 7 r o fight or . frolle, The 1ife w 8 a hard one,
wvhich only nen, of the most powerful physique, could stend.
Their dvess w.g of a kind, suited to the 1life they led, homespun
or jecang of the best quality. ;8 they voad was not macadanized,
1t becane fo rll, in the winter time, and it wag often; pracge
ticully irpossible to haul anything. Imagine, then, vhat must
have baen the condition, bvefore the bullding ogagheogixa. The
BREVEaBAEAARZPRRY, tenbpcA0BE indNe R EEUESE  ORnBAE M2blagelipldhe

i g B T
9 Jolemgaty * st it

- botte al‘le:stm%hoc; the Bast, with tkelr



’\\
{1

the Kinavha Road. J. F, Celdueil and David Surbough, werc pro-
b.bly, the first to run a st.ge, over the routc., .t first they
only made one trip & weclk, but aftor sce ring the m.ll contract,
ticy wors usuclly able to male pegulur daily trips. Tourlsts
«nd trovelers, generally, wora .ttructced te thils route, on
~ccount of th: gr.nd sc acry, ond the gener.l heclthfulncss of
the pogicn, In gocd we.ther, thz st.ges made from seventy-five,
to elghty miles per duy, mos%ly in the duy tize. In 1832, ilessrs.
Porter .nd Belden had control of tho st gc line, .lnng tho whole
routs, from thc Chio River, to Richmond. Truvel lnereased, and
they put on an extra linc of st.ges. .8 previously narrctoed, th
st.g:s, at first, followcd the Pze Ridge route, to Big Sondy, but
now owing to. the new road, :vilt by th: Guyandotte pcople, they
followad thut reuts and it 8o n becunme custonury, for travesloers
by ste.mbo t, to mect the st .ges, at that point. Iowever, they
continued to nmaks tae trips, %c g Sindy, The st .gc company
bullt nd o.ned the stouner "Cuyundoite," whleh made rogul.r trips
to Cincinnuti tuice a woel. The pike was not finished, from
Charleston to Guyandotte, wntil 1829, lonee, 41t 1s probuble,
thut Porter and Belden wer: the first, to nale thls end of the
route, .5 the stuges, at first, c.me no further west, than
Charleston, TFures had € be naid in advanee, or assuncd by some
onc, who was PesSponsiblo, The stuge company took no chanccs,

“he reguler schedulz b this tine required the st go to lewve
Catlettsburg, cvor; Thursday, at on2 o'clocl, snd to .rrive «t
Ievisburg, on S.turd.y evining, 7The stoge furc w.s as follovs:

From 7ig Sndy to Guyandottee~e- .79
nooon v n Charleston-—--%,50
" Gy.ndoits to Ch.rlestone—e- .00
v “ig S.ady to Lewisburg--~-~11.00

el puesscnger wes allowed twenty pounds of baggugs froe,
while exccss buggoge w s charged for, at the "r: iz of J4.00 per
ewt., por hundroad nmiles, and then e.rricd only, «t the option
of tic driver, and .t thc ris: of the owner.¥ o chanc-e were
teion cn on fircs, as thoy wore required to be pald vo oitier
of the nrorpristors, or the driver or" :ssumad b scm. g.ntleren,
With who. the st.ge stops." T .ose who wrrive on sbo.ers, at
Guy. ndotte, or Big Swnd , or “in the stige ot lowisburg, wap:
to havo the prefor rnee, a«nd next to the:, those vho first rogis-
tor thelr names for ss.ts, at the pl.ce, where th: st.g:z sitops;
vi.lch .p. at Cotlettsburg, Big S.ndy; Guy.ndotte Inn, Guy.ndotte:
ietherali's, Chorleston, or at J. e C.ldwslli's,

By 1829, the st.ges were running threc times a w.clk, The
coupeny advertised to malkze the tpips by duylight, and to rcst on
Sunday. The stage oerossed, ot 8% was kmown s the Widile Ferry"®
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in e houseboat kept by George Goshowny proprietor of the
tavern "at the sign of the Jackeon Hall.®

Porter, Belden & Company put or @ line of steges, in
1826 (7)e OQwing %o the fact that the Post Office department
prohibited mail drivers, from earrying neuspapers, beyond the
post office to which they were addressed, and by reason of the
fact; that the many little errands, which they were called to
do, not only delayed the mail, bud also caused the tesms to
suffer, the dvivers were prohibim fyom doing errands, except
to carry medioine.

Records are not avilable giving the nmames of all the stage
companies. In 1854, M, P, Parish & Company were rumning a
14ne of four horse stages leaving Guyandotte, every Tuesday,
Thursday, and Saturdasy, for points es far east as Lynchburg.
But, by this time, the travel on the voad was declining,
it being wmore convenient and less expénsive to reach the
east, by steamer and railread, So long as there was no
better way of traveling the pike was considered e luxury, but
after the C. & O, roached the Ohiog them, 4% was contemptuously
spoken of, as a "md pike.*

While the road was in its prime, the stage coach 1life
had many enjoyable features., “The Kanawha Banner,® of August
© 5, 1B31, gives a letter from a gentle mang i n New York, goting

“his brother, who hed just returnsd,fiom a trip in Illinois,
He says the roubte *is immesasurably superior, to any road, ecross
the mountains, ¢ hat he had seen.® While, as previously noted,
the most aristoeratic people sozebimes used private conveyances,
it wvas customaxy, for all to trave, in the same stage, and to
stop at the same taverns, Thue, 4% was possible, for the average
¢itizen, to converse with the greatast staenen of the time,
tending to break down the social barriere, which probably,
othervise, might have insreased.

The etage drivers were wsually strong, robust men, skilled
in handling the lines of a six-horse team., An observer gives
us the £ ollowing Souch of the stage 1ife, near White Sulphur Springss

iThe sound of the hoxn called us, again, to the
stage, and we were whirled away, down the steep,
to the base of the mountain, with incredible velooity.
The drivers of the stags, in this part of the country,
(moatly young men) are very active and expert, and
will send a six-horse tearn; round the shortest curves,
of the mountains, with tho same skill, and ease,
a8 @ Broadway whip will ¢urm a phaeton."

This wae in the neighborhood of White Sulphur Springs,
but we have another deseription by a gentlemsnew-Mr. Flinte.-of
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the weetern end of the lines *But in this wild and unsettled
region, one if swprised to find an excellent road, so well
graded, #o smooth, and safe that we galloped, up and down,
during the greater part of the night, with teams of horses,

by no means, well broken, at full speed, and without apprehene
sion, though our course iq over t wo considerable mountains,
separating the waters of the Guyandotte, from those of the
Kanawha.®

It would be interesting to kuow the nemes of the drivers,
and something sbout their pervonality. But om this point, the
records are silent and our only knowledge, 48 the recollection
of a fow 0ld nen, not wany of whom, nnember ferther back than
1850, In gontrast, to the wsgoners, the stage drivers were
the aristoorats, They steyed at the best taverns, and cone
verded freely, with Clay, or Jackson, or ayy one else who might
pass over the road,

Henwy Russell was a stage driver, between @Quyandotte
and Coal's Mouths Dick Stanley, Charlgss H, Summerson of

 Guyandotte, Perue Harbour, and others long forgotten, vs.e:md
e whip, in the fiftles, end pevhaps before. }

- The coaches ware £itted with lamps, suspended on the ai.dol,
a8 ab presont, thus enabling them to drive, on the darkest nights,

" The harness, of the horsesn, was of the finest manufacture,

ornamented in byess. The horses were, of the best cbtainable,

dn the famous Blue Grass Region of Kentueky, or in the Valley

of Virginia, Regular relsys or stage stands, were kept along

the road, Hers the hoyzes were ehanged and a fresh reley

hauled the stage, to the next stand, and so on, to the end

of the line, A ¥Mr, Hanley kept stege stand ard hotel, in a
two-story, frame house, about & half mile, below the Ona raile
voad cut; and just atove Blue Sulphur Springs. Adem ke

kept a toll gate, above the Methodist chureh, beyond He
lived, in a brick, at the left of the rvad, just above 'l'hom-
dykes John Dirton kept both the toll gates, at Barboursville.

He lived in the old house, at the forks of the road leading

to Pea Ridge, and to Mud bridge, a few hundred feet, beyond the
County bridge, over the Guyandotte. The house is still stand-
ing, but has been removed, up Mnin Street, just west of the
present theatre building. The drivers drive, at a rapid rate,
and never stopped, unless hailed, by a prospective passenger.
Each one carried a horn, usually of tin, with which, he announced
the time, for the beginning of & trip, or the appracch to a
station, He received about a dollar a day, the highest salaery

of any employse, on the road, for he had to be a man, of some skill,
&8, in his hands, lay the safety of the passengers. But, with all
the precantions taken, accidents sometimes occurred. Sometimes

a 8lip came in the road, and at others the drivers were drunk, oy
ureleas. A very old lady of Ggrendotte, lMrs. Douthat, told of
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& stage wracking in eroseing & little bridge, vver Peti's
Branch, twe or three miles above Buyandottes The body of the
cvach fell, only & short dimtance but, the boot fell, to the
bottom of the craeeks Bome of the passengers were injured, bub
none seriously. The road was kept in repair, by the profits,
fromthe tolis. The following 48 & schedule of tolls as at
firat euthoriseds

Por a wagon, tesm and dpriverees cve-cos e +4 J
»  gvery four<vhecled riding carrisges-e-cew-ea-20¢

Y man and hoygese-e—se » 4..2:

% head of cattle -« e

% asoore of sheep of hogs

" cart oy two wheeled riding carrisge---12;

s 2%

After deducting the expenses of keeping the getes, md paying
for the collection of the tolls, the net proceeds wereto be wholly
applied, proportionate, to the damage done to the road, and the
profit to the traveler or drover, A two-wheeled vehicle was
supposed to do, epproximately, only half as ruch damage, as
one, with four wheels, Per heps the legislators also wanted
~te ancoursge the western drovers, tolwing tholr stock, to
the eastern mavkets, for the tolls, on ¢ hem, were proportionately
smaller,then the damage would be compared with horses and wegonse
The yates vgried, from time tc time, bul, in general there
was nod a great deil of diffcrences There was some opproelten,
at times, owing to the mamner, im which the law was enforced,

The steges, at first, were not only required to psy a heavy toll,
but the individusl passengers also, A gentleman traveling

over the roac, in 1232, stated that the passengers were astonished
that they had to pay an extra fee, and, at first, refused to

payy but, finally, yielded to the strong arm, of the law,
consdoling themselves by chanting the negro meloedy, "Ole

Virginny Never Tireld

In spite of all the bad roads, people traveled much, even
in the very early days. This wads 4% necessary, to have
"houses of entertaimment. We are frequently told that, in
a backwcods or mountain eountry, people are unusually hospitable,
therefore, we are surprised to find these "houses of onter
tainment," so widely distributed, as an examination of the County
Court records, would indicate. The law was rather strict, aw
to who should be granted licens¢. He must be "a man of good
character, not addicted to drunkenness, or gaming.® The Court
was to consider" the convenienscs of the place proposed, the
charactor of the petitioner, for good order, sobriety and honesty,
and his ability to provide and kwep gocd, and sufficient houses,
lodging, and entertainmment lor travelers." He also haa to
enter into bodn, and security. The follewing is a copy of
one of the records granting a license to Thomas Morrim, in 1813
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"on the notien of Thomae M¥oris, ordinary license is granted him,
to keep an ordienary, in the town of Parboursville, at the house now
occupied by Ben Maxsy, who tereupon, with Cadwellader Chapman, his
security, ocame into eourt, and gave bond, as the law directs®, The
license fee was, usually, obout eighteen dallars, per yera and
proportionately less, for s shorter time, The records show that
peter Dirting, (now spelled Dirton) was granted a license, in 1814, He
was jailor also, but died about 1815, and his widow, Flizabeth Dirtim,
continued to keep,at ner house, in Barboursville, for several years,
These "houses of entertainment® were usually calld "ordinaries®,

In 1815, license were granted to John Everett, Samuel Short,
Jeremiah Ward, Thomas Merris, Adam Black, George Chspman, John
¥eConahen, John ¥orris,Jr,, and Jeseph McGonigle, Jeremiah Ward,
at that time, lived scmewhere, in the region of Four Pole Creed;
Thomas ¥orrie lived inBarbecutsville; John BeConahon, in Guyandotte;
Ad2:m Rlack lived near the present site of Cna, Wnile John ¥orris, jr.,
lived on the road, a few miles sboue,Milton at the Berkeley place,
Adam Black continued to keep erdinary, for years, In fact, although,
it i not certain he kept all the time, he was keeping a hotel and
stage stand, in a building yet standinz, aboul three miles below
¥ilton, up to the Civel War,

John Y, Chapman kept in Guysndotte, and Ben Baxey, Philip
Bausgardner, Fligabeth Dirting, William @8MoComas, Jr, and Themas
HYorris were alllkeeping in Barboursville, In 1818, James Conner, who
lived in the Valley near Hurricane, and kept & store, took out a
license, and continued to keep, for some time, John Shelton was
licensed to keep "at a brick hnouse he rented of Thomas Ward in
Rarboursville,® This was the George E. Thornburg house,

The County Ccurt had the legal right te fix 21l erdinary rates,
The following ie the entry showing the rate for 1816:;

sOrdered that the ordinary rates, in this couty, be as usual,
except that ledging 124¢, Oats and corn twelve and an half cents,
per Gal, Horse standing in hay, all night, twelve and an half cents,
Cordial, Cherry Bounce, and Gin, FEighteen and three=fourth cents Pr,
H~1f pint*, The Court seemed to forget te fix the rates, on tihis
occasion, for "Yhiskey snd Reach Brandy", but a little later they were
fixed "at eighteen and three fourths per 4 pint, Beacn Brandy, per dith
eighteen andthree fourths cents®, :

Cn pege 215, of this same record, we find whiskey could be sold
at 22,00 per gallon, the test wine, and pesch brandy, at £6,00 per
gallen, while meals were twenty-five cents each,

It is not likely that these rstes were always charged, as thet
were the maximum, Nearly all the o0ld men, with wicm the writer has
cenversed on the subjest, insist thsat the liouoer ecould be had, at a
very much cheaper rate, in thelr day,

The early landlords differed, from those in 2 later day, in,
that they were not tav rn keepers, by professicn, They were nunters,
farmers, ferry keepers, as well, Aside from the fact, that they
kept liaquor for sale, they made little, or no extra preparations,
for thelir guests, The travel was of a transient and spssmcdic nature
and, if one ncuse should be cver crowded, the doors of all others,
were open, Mest of the buildings, even in the twwns, were of logs,

The traveler, whe chanced to etop at one of these first ordinaries
found little to distinouish it from the averege meuntain cabin, The
fcod consisted of whatever the season afferded-- game, fruit snd corn-
bread, ground at the little water-mills, was a meal fit for a king,
Femily and guest frequently gathered in the same room, told their
hunting and Indian stories, and drank;liouor, from the same demijohn,

After the building of the pike, the inps took on & more mercenary
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character. The landlords now gave up their other oocupations, and
became inn keepers, by profession, They sought in every way, to
please their guests, Cne landlord, at Charleston, in order to attract
trade, adveriised ® A moderate allowance of genuine old rye, free to
travelers, gratis* and also, *In conclusinon, he begs tc agssure the
publie that notning on old Virginian wan do for the comfort of those,
who may call on him, shall not be neglected,®

There was published in Suyzndotte befecre the “ar, a newspaper,
called “The Guyandotte Herald® , In the issue cf December 1, 1854,
¥rs, Evan Blume, and ¥rs, Aaron McKendree advertised a temperance
tavern on Front Street, in Barboursville, "free from & set of
drunken loafers, who aslways lay arcurdd a whiskey tavern¥,

Jonn Hatfield snd william ¥erritt also xzept taverns, in S
Barboursville, and scld whiskey, wines, €te, DBut®seft Drinks" were
unknown, in those days, : :

The old ¥erritt nhotel stocd, on the site, c¢f the late George
E, Thornburg's residence, on the m ncrtnecest corner of Main and

Center 3treets, in Barboursville,
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HOUSES OF ENTERTAINMENT i

—

With ell the bad roads, which the early pioneers were under the
necessity of using, one would imagine that men would remain, at home
end, thus avoild the unpleesantness and inconvenience of trevel,

Yet, anyone who has ever had acedss, to the early records, diaries,
and writings, of our forefathers, cannot fall to be impressed with
the number of persons journeying, in the mountains, and elsewhere,

It is probably true, that the abaence of newspapers, and ready
means of communication, made peopls more inquisitive, at that early
dey, then now, This travel made it necessary that "Houses of Entev-
tainment” be established at more, or less, regular intervals; other-
wise, the general public would be under the necessity, of carving for
the travel, From the glowing accounts, we often read, of the
hospitality of the early ploneers, we would infer, that every home
was open, to anyone who might chance to pass through,

Ther¢fore, we ave surprised to find these "Houses of Entertain-
ment, so wlidely distributed, as an examination cf the County Court
records, would indicate, The writer has carefully examined the ve-
cords of Cabell County, from 181}, and for several years, and finds
this statement to be corréct,

The law required pevsons who wished to keep tavern, to obtain a(
license, from the County Court, and to enter into bond and security,
The following is a copy, of one of the vecords, granting a license,
to Thomas Morvis in 181l

"On the motion of Thrmas Morris, ordinary license is granted
him, tqQ keep an ovdinary, in the Town of Bevboursville, at the house
now occupied by Ben Maxey, who, thereupon, with Cadwslleder Chaeman,
his security, ceme into Court and gave bond, as the law directs",

The license fee was, usually, about 518,00, per year, and
pronortionately less, for a shorter time, The records show that
Peter Divting (now spelled Durton) was granted a license, in
1814, He was Jailer, also, but died about 1815; and his widow
Elizabeth Dirting continued tc keep, at her house, in Bsrboursville
for several yeavs, In 1815, licenses were granted to John Evervett,
Semuel Short, Jeremish Ward, Thomss Morris, Adam Black, George
Chaomen, John McChanehan, John Morris, Jr,, and Joseph lcGonigle,
Jeremiah Ward lived on the Ward farm, acvross Guyandotte just sbove
the mouth of Mud Rivers Thomas Movrris lived in Berboursville:

John MeChanahen in Guyendotte, Adem Bleck lived near the present
Town of Onme, while John Morris, Jr, lived, on the road, 2 couple
miles above Milton,

Adem Blsck continued to keep ordinary for years, elthough, it
is not certain, he kept all the time, In fact, he was keeping a
hotel stage stand, in a building yet standing, about three miles
below Milten, up until the Civil Vere,

John Y, Chaomen kept in Guyandotte, and Ben Maxey kept in
Barboursville, In 1817, Ben Maexey, Fhilip Baumgardner, Elizabeth
Mreting, William McComas, Jr,, and Thomas Morvis, were all keeping,

in Barboursville,
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In 1818, Jemes Conner who lived in the valley, near Culloden
and kept a store, took out a license, where he continued to keep
for scme time, while John Shelton was licenses to keep "at a brick
house he vented of Thomas Werd, in Berboursville", This was the
house later occunied by Williem Merritt, corner Center and Main Streets,

The County Court had the legal vight to fix the ordinary rvates,
The following 1s the entry showing the rate, for 1816

"Ordered, that the ordinary raetes, in this County, be as usuel,
except that lo“ging 12-1/2¢, Osts and corn 12-1/2¢ per gallon;
horse stending, in hay, all night 12-1/2¢; Cordial, chevrry bounde
and gin 18-3/lid, per half vint, The Court seemed to forget to fix
the vetes, on this occasion, for whiskey and pench brandy; but
a 1ittle later, they were fixed "at 18-3/Li per 1/2 pint for peach
brandy” .

On pege 215, of the same vrecord, we find whiskey could be
so0ld, at 32,00 per gallon; the best wine, and peach brandy, at
36,00 per gallon, while meals were 25¢ each, It is not likely
that these rates were always chevged, as they were the maximum,
Faarly all the old men with whom the writée has conversed, on the
sub ject, insist that liquor could be had, at a very much cheaper rate,
in their day, Long before this -- 1802 -« the County Court, of
Xanawha County, had established a rate of 8-1/37 for lodging;
meals 25¢; whiskey, per half pint, 10¢; peach brandy, 12-1/2¢; beev
or cider, per quert 10¢3 wine per quart, $1.33; Rum or French
brandy, L0,

Stephen Téays settled, at Coalsmouth, about 1800, on the low=
er side thereof, Here "He established = fevrry, and kept an Inn
and worked his farm, and entertained the travel, which wes then
prineipally, from and, to the Ohio River, at Gallipolis snd Point
Pleasant,"” Later, his son James T, Teays, came and settled where
the turn-pike crossed Coal River, in 1831, and bullt a lavge, twow
story hotel, frame," end stage stend,

When Judge Lewis Summers mede his tour, from Alexandria, to
Gallipolls, he kept a journal, in which he makes the folleowing
note: "Tavern kept by Tyree; pretty good house", This was Richanrd
F, Tyree, who, it is cleimed, kept the first House of Entertainment,
in Lewisburg,

Probably the mnst celebrated tavern on the entire route,
with the vossible exception of the one, at White Sulphur Springs,
was Callaghans, of whom move anon, He came atg very early time
and his neme 18 pevpetusted by Cellsghan Station, on the C & 0,
Reilvroad, near which he was located,

John Hansford moved to the Kenawha River, below Point Creek,
in 1799, and built the first frame house, on Ksnawha River, He
kept House of Entevtainment, and was Militia Captain, and also a
Magistrate.
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Henry Clay and Henry Banks, lend speculstors, Members of the
Legislature, and of Congress, and travelers generally, stopped
there, They had two muster rolls each yeer--spring and fall, Here
from all perts of the country, the Militia would gather, Mr, Hense-
ford mode peach and apple brsndy, and let 1t age, After the mus~
ter practice, he would roll out & barrel of brandy, and then purposely
disappeear, && the sequel did not fully accord with the dignity, of
his official position, The fighting would soon begin, Sometimes
the combatants smused themselves, by what was known as ”gouging", a
process of fighting with neils purposely trimmed sharp,

Such were the mountain taverns, before the building of the
¥anawha Road, They had their origin, in the very necessities of
the time, From the list of nemes of these early taverns, it scems
that almost every back-woodsman was & tavern keeper, This indi.-
cates, thet there was considerable travel in that early dey, end
perhaps, slso, thet money was scarce, The early landlords differed
from those, in & later day, in that they were not tavern keepers, by
profession. They were hunters, farmers, ferry keepers, as well,
Aalde from the fact that they kept liquor for sale, they made little
or no extra preparetion for their guests, The travel was of a
transient and svesmodic nature, and if one house should be over-
crowded the doovs of all the others were open,

Most of the bulldings, even in the town, were of logs, Almost
in the center of Bsrboursville, to this day, an old log dwelling wes
standing yet, e veminder of the days when only the wealthy could
efford better buildings,

The traveler, who chenced to stop, 2t one of these fivst ordi-
naries, found 1l1ittle to dlstinguish it, from the average mountain cebin,
The food consisted of whatever the seas-n afforded, Molssses of home
made sugevr, game, frult, in its natural state, or dried, but never
canned; pumpkin, end beans dried in strings, over the fire, formed
the bulk of the food, This, with the cornbread made of meal ground at
the 1ittle water mills, was a meal fit for s King, At night, it was no
uncommon thing for guest and family, to occupy the same room as sitting
room, end bed vroom; and tell their hunting end Indian stories and
drink liquor from the same demi john,

After the bullding of the Plize, the Inns %tcok on & movre mer-
cenary charactsv. The 1andlords vere no longer--to the same extent, as
before--"men of all trades", but they now became Innkeepers, by pro=
fesaion, As the stages only stopped, at cevtaln nlaces, 1t is probsble
thet there were not sc meny as before, at least, they weve not so scat-
tered,

fbout the only sourre we have, as to the character of the tav-
erns, of thet day, ere the newspaners published at Cherleaton, and of
these, only 2 few files are known to be in existence, and those cover-
ing a period of only sbout ten or twelve years, at the beginning
of the Pike's history,

In Cherleston, George Goshorn kept, at the sign of the "Jackson
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Hall", "on the bank of the river, just above the middle ferry, and op-
posite the Court House", Mr, Goshorn kept the ferry, and, hence, was
able to direct much of the travel his way, The ad, was dated 1826,
but he states thet "he still continues to carry on the business, of
tavern keeping®, showing that he was there previous, to that date,

: The Charleston Hotel stood "in the center of the beautiful
village of Charleston, snd immediately on the bank of thse Great Xan-
swha River, nearly opposite the steam boet landing,”" George W,
Spottswood was the prcorietor, At first, 1t was a stege stend, but a
change was made to Hajor Ruffner's aeabout a mile and a half, above
town, Mr, Svottswood adroitly calls attention, to the fact, that the
cherges st stape esteblishments are sometimes unreasonable and "hopes
the vemoval of thé stages will not prevent these desirous of resting
a few days, or of awalting e boat, from putting up at his house,
Cherges are 25¢ fov each meal; 12-1/2¢ for lodging; 50¢ fovr horse,
2ly hours", Cheeper rates by the week, ov the month, He makes the sige
nificent remasrk: "A modevate allowance of genuine olid rye, free to
travelers, gratis," and "In conclusion, he begs to assure the publiec that
nothing an 0ld Virginien can do for the comfort of those who mey call

)

on him, shall be neglected,"”

One of the most celebrated Houses of ‘ntertainment on the whole
route was kept, by Major Deniel Ruffner, 1-1/2 miles east of Cherles-
ton, He owned hundreds of acres of land, and hadl as fine pastures
as the Kanewha Velley could boast of, A traveler in 1832, described
it as "2 fine brick house, embowered in trees, and grape vines,
with a noble aplary, about a mile south of the Village of Charleston,
We regretted to see the mansion of the o0ld worthy Cohoe desecrated to
the use of a hotel, The fields, of the Western Man of Uz, we could
not discover nearer than four miles from the mension," He further
statea that more than e thousand acres of fine corn end grass were
growing on the place. The main part of Charleston, in those days,
was just gbove Elk river,

Major Ruffner begen keeping here, sbout 1826, There was & camp
meeting ground, near hils farm, at which, the people gathered each year,
from all parts of the country, Heve they would listen, to the "wit,
wisdom end eloquence” of minlsters of earnestness and ebility,
rarely surpassed, at the nresent day, whille their horses fed, on the .
great nastures of Me, Ruffner. The name of thls typical old Vieginian
is st111 nervetuated, by his descendants, in the "Ruffner House" at
Cherleston, one of the finest hotels, in the city,

Most of the advertisements for these old "Houses of Entevtalnment"
ware of a condescending nature, In 1830, C, ¥, Drecksler opened
the "Selines Hotel", st the salines, six and one-half miles east of
Cherleston, He had "extenaive stabling provided, with wholesome hay,
corn and oats, and careful oatler", "By strict attention to the com-
fort of travelers, he hopes to mevrit a share of public patronage”,
Sepsrate vooms for the accomodation of private families always in
readiness", This was to accomodate the locsl travel, to the salines
as 1t was too close to Ruffner's, to be a stage stand, A hack ran to
Charleston morning and evening,

A Northerner traveling over the route, rarvely faliled to notice the
condescension of the landlorda, Saild one: "The mountein taverns are,
moreover, exceedingly hospitable and attentive, with a full measure
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of Yenkeo curiosity", The zame writer, spesking of the tavern, at
Kanewha Falls says: "The tavern is kept by a good natured chunk of a
men, whe like Sencho, cast a shedow of nearly the same altitude when
lying cown ss when standing erect, He was oblizing, almost, to
arvogence and officlousness, as I may remark in pasaing, ave all

the landlords on these new routes, wheve passing has recently been

let in, uncon the solitudes, 1lius light in encient febles, upon the low-
er vegions,” "Mountaineers ave fixed, along this new voute, allured by
the passing, and are elther taverns, ov people whc furnish them with
supolies",

The editor of the Banner, however, takes lssue with thils opinion
of our landlord, "The author hes clearly mistalen the part and
bearing of mine host, at the Falls, True, native politeness is
one of the most strizing, among the many good quelities, of this gen-
tleman", "A better tavern or more agreeable landlord is seldom met
with, anywhere," Another writer quoted in The Gegzetteer of Virginia,
speaks of it es e spacious hotel, which stends ooposite the Fells,"

Fourteen miles sest of Kenewha Palls, Philip Metgker, in 1331,
owned & lerrege farm and stage station, In en ad., to sell the propevty,
hie said thers were over a hundred acres cleared, "It has a lavge
end cormmodious dwelling house, with all necessary outhouses, It
has a bern 80 feet in length, end twenty-six feet in width, and
under the barn, thirty-two stalls; part of them are not yet furnished"”,

Robert W, Foindexter was propriet-r of "Liberty Hell", sit-
uated on the turn-pive, ten miles below Cherleston, at the "house
formerly occupied by Mes, B, B, Thornton," This would be a mile, or
two, above St, Albans, One mile below Cherleston, et Willow Grove,
Yvrg, Wetson is prepared to entertein travelers, £t her house on the
South side of Kenswha,"

The Kenavha Banner of Feb, 13, 1831, contains an ad, by Danlel
Morgar, of Washington County, Ky,.,offering to vrent "for one year,
end perheps more, a2ll that farm, ferry and tavern seat, In Crbell
County, Ve,, on the Ohic River, and immediately sbove the mcouth,
of the Big Sendy, st the termination of the turn pike rcad,”

e lesrn from this ad, thet Devid McCormick lived, on the.pvem-
ises, and that "considersble land has been raecently cleared, and
there hes been considersble made, by keeping store house,"

In 1837 Haupin's, Conner's end Wllson Taverns veve scattered
along the route, between Bervboursville and Murricene Brldge,

From the "Gazeteer of Virginile and District of Columbila®, published
in "835, we learn tha' there was e hotel st Gauley Bridge, and e
state stend and & grod taveen rt Coﬁl's Mouth, *t Hansfovd Post Office
oonosite the mouth of Feint Creek, The only houses are a mercan-
tile store, and a House of intertainment”, There were three hotels,
each at Charleston and lLewisburg, while avound White Sulphur Springs
"Several levrge and handsomes hotels heve svrung up, in the neighhor-
hood, for the distence of six or seven miles, with the view of merely
aceomodating the company over-flowing, from the limited accomodetion
of the Springs," At Frankford, a town ten miles north-east of
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Lewlsburg, and & short distance off the pike, were two tavevns, and one
at Connellsville,

There were also excellent taverns at Blue Sulphur Spevings, and
other Springs in the vicinity of wWhite Sulphur,

At Lewisburg, Messrs, Frazier and May kept noted taverns, This
was a great Court town, in those days, The Sftate Lew Library was
located here, Around these taverns, judges, lawyers, and jurors
mirgled with the aristocracy of the road, When Court was in session,
tourists from the White Sulphur, frequently ceme over to spend the
day, listen to the great speeches made by such men as Judge CGeorge W,
Summers, en orstor of such ability, as to attract attention, in
any Court in the United States,

From the Guyasndotte Hereld of December 1, 1854, we lesrn the
names of some of the hotels in Guyandotte and Barboursville, st thet
time,

The Eaglevﬁotal, at Guyandotte, was kept by John W, Bsumgardner,
Orren Moore and J, H, Vandiver were proprietors of the Union Hotel,
on Ehe “"Corner of Guyen and Front Streets, near the steam boat land-
ing”,

Jemes Stuart ran the Stuart House, which he had recently en-
larged, This was situated on Main Street. Baggage was brought from
the river, free of charge,

An old lsdy, living in Guyandotte, atated that John G, Wright
kept & hotel, on the river bank, and that the Hotel on Mein Street
gtood where the Page & Everett Bullding later stood, She claims tﬁe
Wright Hotel was the better of the two, The Main Street Hotel was
operated by many different people, among whom was one Mr, Smith, who
fell downstairs and broke his neck, He was not related to the Smiths
now living in Guyandotte,

Mrg, Evevett Blume and Mrs, Anvon McKendree ran & temper-
ance tavern, on Front Street, in Berboursville, free from "a set of
Arunken loafers, who alwavs ley arcund e whiskey tevern," John Hat-
field end William Merritt also kept whiskey taverns et Bsvrboursville,

The stage stands, along the route, were slwoys located, in connecte
fon with the taverns, Mr, Anderson Biss, whom I have previcusly quoted,
end who worked, on the road, sbout 1852, says, at that time the
stage stends were loceted as follows: The first one, was at the mouth
of Sandy, Adem Black's, Coal's Mouth, the proprietor; of which was
John Oveshine, The next, of which he hasn't sny recollection, was
kspt by George P, Huddleston, ttvmee miles below the Fells in a
building on the left of the pike, going east, Aesron Stockton had
a tavern, et the Falls, It was a three story brick, located just
ebove the Fall Rock, on the vight of the plke, going eest, two end
one half miles above Stockton's 0ld man HMiller kept, at the foot
of Geuley Mountain, in a frame house, on the right hand side, of the
pike, going esst,

Vaughan's Tavern, a large, two-story frame, was located four
miles beyond Hawk's Nest, on the top of Gauley Mountain,
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John Morris kept in Teay's Valley, in a house still standing
end lrter occupled by T, J, Berkley, it i1s ebout three miles, below
the village of Hurricene,

The house in which Adam Black kept is standing also, at the
prdsent day, and is now occunied by .

Andrew Curry kept tavern, at Hurricane Bridge, for a long while
before,

With the exception of White Sulphur, Callaghan's wes the most
celebrated tavern, on the voute: It was situsted, on Dunlep's Creek
thirtesn milea east of White Sulphur Springs, ot the intevrsection
of several great mall, end stage voutes, through the valley, 7Dennis
Cellaghan was landlord here, for many years, before the bullding of
the Pike, Lewis Summers spent a night with him, in his trip through
the Kenawha Valley, in 1808,

After his death, he was succeeded by his son, who, like Rip
Ven Winkle's son, seemed to have inherited his fatherts traits, with
his cast off galligaskins, Here centered sll the travel from
Pennsylvenia, snd Maryland, through the Shenandoah Valley, from
Washington, Richmond, and other great citlies of the East, from
Horth Carolins, and from the Chlo, Here it paused a 1little, joked
with our genial landlord, tested his liquor, enjoyed his hosvital-
ity, and then passed on to the Ohio, vies Gréat Kanawha, or Boone's
Wilderness voad, or even to the Frther of Weters, Below is a view
of Dennis Celleghan, in 1613:

"At Dermis Callashan's, where we breakfasted, there is a little
streamn, which joins Jemes River and, eventually, mingles with the
ocean, and, & few miles beyond, there is & similar one, which is
tributary to the Missiasippi, FHere, then, resides the mighty River God,
of the Rlleghanles who carries an urn, under esch arm, from one of
vhich, he vresses the waters of the east; from the other, those of
the west,

My ~ind expanded as it floated rapidly, like a canne, down the
river, one moment dwelling, on the vest oceen, and then on that end-
less river, whose innumerable tributary streams, like veins and srter-
fes, in the heart of that sreat valley, forming natural 1links end
bonds o7 commen uni~n, which will forever vemind the people of that
vast regisn, of their kindred blood and kindred intervests,

But I must not forget little Dennis Cellighsan, who is neither
mascleman nor oysterman--and, at srny vate, would much rather have
the inside of an oyster, than 1ts shell, I'll swear for him, Dennis
is a sovrt of "old man of the mountains, ss well known, in these pavts,
as DNennis Bulgruddy was, on Muckslush Heath, He is an Irishman,
bones, true blue, pluck liver, and lights, midriff, end all; and he
settled in this olace, about the time the oyster shells (imbedded in
a rock near-by) did, I believe: for the memory of man runneth not
to the contrary, of his living here, How he got heve, the Lord enly
knows, but hevre he 1s, and here he is likely to vremain, and flourish;
for no trouble ever passes his door without calling, either, because
it 18 the only House of Entertainment, for many miles, or because
Dennis 1s such ¢ wag, pestilent, end withal, a very honest fellow, which

for & publican, is prodigious, He mey be known, by being a little
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faellow, dressed in long, ring-tailed coat, with buttons about the

size of e pewter vlate, a palr of breeches, made very loose, orne=
mented with new buckles, of massive workmen-ship, and four squave, or
near aboutt I wont be positive. He hes e mighty way of pulling

up his galligaskins, with one hand, and drawing the sleeve of the
othev, acrosa his nose, at the same time, I suppoése, because it "tlck-
les” him,

His stockings wvere of mixed woolens, and had, in them, a pair
of small jJolly, short, long, thick spindle legs, that precinitsted
themselves, into his shces, by means of two feet, et the end of them,
which said feet were rether short, but made up, in length, He
wears a quequ of s-me two dogen hairs, which 13 their primitive in-
stitution, saem to hava been black, but are now like Hamlet, Seniors
beard, "a sable silvev®,

As Tennia will doubtless be remembered by posterity, I thought
1t well to be narticular, in giving e description of him, which will
doubtless become vaulable, &8 he shall become extinct. We inguirved
of Dennis, if we could get breakfast, being pretty "shavp set" with a
ride of fourtear long miles, "Bveakfaet“ said he, with infinite
qrav!ty, 'vou can't get breakfast here" Tny don't keep tavern any
movre", "However, seid hs, after enjoying our perplexity, "I enm
net poing to brea fast, nyself, but you are welcome to go snacks
with me",

In a 1ittle time we weve coing away. Cliver, a traveling
companion, very gravely thanked him for his hospitality, without
offering to pay him, This made Dennis look rather blue, for he
thought it was carrying the joke e little too far, Hcwever, we
paid him, 2t length, in silver, &t which he expressed no smell as-
tonishment, not having seen any, in & long time,

In the "White Sulphur Springs Pepevs®™, on page 20, we heve a
view, of the younger Celleghan, in 1828:

"We stopped once more, on our road at Cellighen's, a great
brea-fasting house, thirteen miles, this side of the White Sulphur,
£t the intersection of saveral mail routes, %ve were very hospitahbly
wntertained, by the facetlous, and oblipgine host--who never di‘fers
in oninion, "with his Fuests, on any subject thats not fave,"

"Dennis Cellarhan, the fether of tho gvesent proprietor, was
{immortelized by the author cf "Westward Ho", long since,

"On what side of the question, are you Mr, Cellipghan"? seid one
of us, tc him a2t varting,

"Why, sir, I don't like to diffev."”
"I'm sure we don't; but how do you atend?"

"why, said my friend, "I em Ven Buren--Sub Treasury--Adminis-
tration--Ultra Whig,"

"Well, said he, "Mr, Stranger, I am exectly where you ave,"
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The life of the road culminated, in the life at White Sulphur
Springs, They wevre justly called, the "Ssratoga of the Scuth® for,
next to that resort, they wevre the most noted watering place in
this United States, They were unown, &t & very eavrly date, but
were not onened, as s public resovt, until 1818 by William Hernden,
who had leased the propevrty, for a pevriod of ten years, from the
Owner, James Csldwell, From that dey, for many yearsa, the place
was crowded with visitors, during the warm season, for many years,
and, st this day, bids feir to be the most novulav vrasort, in the
State, Here weve gathered the President, United States Senators,
Judges, Govenors, while whcle femilies, came throurh, to mingle, in
the gay soecliety, and to recuperste their health,

"There 1s an svrival: It must be a family from the South,

. from ths extent of the tvain, and the number of horses and vehicles,

Fivst, comes the baggage wagon, then s young gentleman, on horse
back, then follows the "diligence", containing the children, nuvses
and hand boxes: After thet, comes a closed carviage, with the ladies
of the family: then the gentleman, himself, riding after, and the
cavalcade 1s brought up, by several other vehicles, and ser-

vents, as outriders,"”

S0 meny classes of peopnle, were sure to sttract a crowd of phys-
clans, ohrenclogists, dentists, and itinerant jawelers, to fatten
on the purges, end impose unon the credulity, of the inexperienced,
The traveling museum, with its wax {igures, snakes, Indian costumes,
wolves, and other animals, scmetimes passggd through, Deer were
rlentiful, in the vicinity, A son of the proprietor, cwned a psck
of sixtvy hounds, in 1838, The seasson opened, in August, and continued
four months, elmost without intevruption, The deer were so plenti-
ful, that the ladies often witnessed the hunt, from their carriages,
S0, wvenison was & common article of diet,

"The enjoyment and merriment weve rave, the charscters veve
originegl, the stories were new, and good, the songs were new, The
treveler 13 seldom favored with such a treat, Claret was the general
dein'z, I believe, among the fox hunters of old, but hock aopeared
to be the favorite beverage here, Among the many sperkling songs
is the following which was dedicated to the virtues of hock:

Avay, with ell grief,

Ard let us be merry,

And 111 up the bumpers, of wine;

And let 1t not be, with #erdeira or Shevey,
But Heoek, Give us Hock,

Snariling Hceck, from the Rhine,

For, Hock is the wine,

And it ceme from the Rhine

Feom the land, of 0ld legand snd song,
And drink es we may,

The heart rises gay,

As night, with hevr shedes,

And her Jjoys, fly along,



When we drink of its nectar,

The fancy in dreams,

Wanders away to soft, flowing streams;

To the land, where the maidens, ave tilling the vine,
/nd pressing the grape,

On the banks of the Rhine,

And, now, let 1t be through,

This land of the free,

#ar end wide, on her bright banners spread,
While beauty shall shine,

That Hock 18 the wine,

Through summer and winter,

'T11l vouth shall have fled,

It was estimated, that there were six thousand persons, et this
res-rt, in 1838, The follewing statement, for 1835, will give an
idea of the resl number of peorle here, in the days, when the roed
was in its prime:

"Already, there is a vast concourse of strangers, from the North
and the South; the Kast and the West, coming from the din and bustle
of the cities, or the baneful miasmata, of the marshes, to find
health and pleasure, at the Vieginia Springs, among which this shines
forth: "Ut luna inter minores sideves", (FPolks, in those days,
quoted Latin, toc boast of their learning,)

It was estimated that the builldings, for 1836, would sccomodate
four hundred persons, et one time, And yet, as previously narrected,
it was found necessery and profitable, to erect many other large ho-
tels, at a distance of five, or s8lx miles, to eccomodate the overflow,

Henry Howe visited this vegion, in 1846, and hes left us a draw-

ing, showing a number of the buildings, This 18 reproduced on page

"The Svrings are situated in & nervow vale, between the srurs
of the Leurel Mountains"”,

Besides the White S5Sul-hur, numerous other s»rings, were in the
vicinity: The Warm Speings for forty miles, on the roed, towards
Staunton, Fesides these aere the Hot Springs, the Sweet Springs,
the Red Sulvhur, the Salt Sulnhur, each of which was supposed to
have its cwn, peculier curative vnropevties,

"Travelers, to the Snrings, from the North, generally come by
way of Weshington, where they take the steamboat, to Fredericksburg,
8ixty miles away, The vemeining part of the journey, is by land
trevel, over a very good, mountainous voad, for the last one hundred
miles of the rcute, Travelers by the public stage resch Cherlottes-
ville, at “he close of the first day, after leaving Washington,
pagsing throurh Staunton, on the next day; breakfssting, at the
Yierm Springsz, on the morning of the third day, and arriving, at the
White Sulphur, the same evening,"
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CROZ:T, THI BUILDER

From “Southorn Skotehes No, 8, First Sories, Claudius
Crozet," by Col, William Couper, published by the Historical
Publishing Company, of Charlottesville, Va,, in 1035:

Claudius Crozet wag a French enginecr, a son of Francols
Crozet, a wholesale wine merchent, of Bercy, neur Paris. He
w8 born, at Villefranche, Deccmber 31, 1789, His nmother wus
Pierrette, He wius a groduate of the "Ieole Polytechnique,*
wileh had nany noted scholurs. He was an officei, under Napoleon,
and tobk part in many of his battles, and Wes captured, by the
Russlans, but was treated royally, He falled %o take part in the
Battle of Waterloo, bscause he had been ordered dvuck, to bring
up ammmition, but failed to arrive, in tine, because of bad
roads, It might have been different, had he succeeded.

He now decided to leave Fpance, and resigned .pril 11, 1816,

"He w.s married June 5, 1816, to Madenolselle Agutha DeCamp,®
and shortly aftor, left for the United St. tes, e so n boeune
an assistant professor, at West Point, and beecame a full srofessor
izyeh 15, 1817, He was the father of three ciildren,

¥ir. Crogzet wus an acconplished mathematiclon, ®“The Board
of Visitors, (at West Point) expressed the opinion that Captaln
Crozet is, by far, the best mathematician, in the United States,"

George Vashington was one of the first, if not the first, to
recomnend western improvements—-roads, and rallroads, (Sce S8parks,
Yolune 9 p, 115)



"June 2, 1823, Crozet ta@k.tha oath of office, gé?ﬁtincipal

engincer, of Virginia, at Richmond,

"Iis duties were varied, He examined a number of projects,
and surveyed the rcute, from Staunton, to Lewisburg (Greenbrier

County).
"He vislted Lexington, in‘182£," Later, 1830, "he reconmended

- a gteun rallroad fron the hoad of river navigation, to the Kanawho

River."

He mot opposition, and resigned, October 28, 1831, Governor
John Floyd wrote him a letter of regrst, October 29, 1831 (p.62).

".nd so, as Latrobe expressed 1%, Crozet passsd out of the
Gt.te of Virginia, vhich 1s indebted to him, for the system of
improvements, that nede hor mountain roads, the best, then, in
Auerica."

"It was natural now, for Crozet, the Frenchman, to seeck
employnent, in Louisiana, Interest, in natural 1mpﬁbvements,
we8 high, and Crozet, having failed to impress Virginia with his
rallroad scheme, now thought of the opportunity to develop further,
an interest in the railroad, desplte fallure In Virginia."

He again went to Louisians but, in 1837, recturned to Virginia,
and served the stute, as late as 1849,

He never continued his work, as a surveyor, on the Kanawha

Aoad, but his influence, on the project, cun never be forgottien,
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¥ 1 worked on the Kanowha Pike from Churleston to Big Sewsll,
vhon I wag about nineteon years olds I received sixteen dollars
a month, wnd board, from the James River and Kanavha Company. We
worked from sun to swn, and then walked two to four miles to camp,
While working, we were not allowed to sit down, except a half
hour at non, We would rent a small house, The regulay quoia
for a erew consisted of fourteon nen, We used oxen entirely,
Covered wogons were the only wagons used. I believe they were
galled Concstoge wogons, They hauled all kinds of freight, They
nearly all carried whiskey, and, sold it to anyone who wented it
I have seen as many as thirty of them, in one train, Twelve
or fifteen of them could be seen any day, but the long trains
passed only about twice & week, Coming east they hauled fruit,
galt, meal, iron, flour, etec, I have geen as much as six horse
loads of plug tobacco, at one time, going east,"
The Drivers

%1 renenber Jim Crovw, and the three Hite brothers, Bob,
Dick, =nd Bill, but there wore hundreds of others. They usually
lay in thelr wagons, at night. They bought hay'and corn, fron
the taverns. They cockod their own mecls, and drank their own
whiskey, They were quit. rough., The Hite brothers often song
negro melodies. They alw.ys had theoir own fiddles, and had
regular "bull' dunces, There were no wonon,

Sometbimes, & 8lip in the pike cuused a wreck,

Jizm Crow was a haughty fellow., I threw 2 shovel full of

gravel, on his near lead horse, to ezuse him to run. He Yook
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off his hat, and made a polite bow, and isked who did it, I
confessed. He treated, apologized, and w:s fricndly thereafter,®

"The wugons had the first “rubbers® I ever suw, The wagon
beds were invaribly boat shaped.™

“The stuge drivers put up, ut the Taverns, I think they got
a dollur o day. I vomember Digk Stanley, He drove, betwesn
Coal's mouth and Big Sandy. There wis a stuge stind at Cattlettse
burg cnd another at Coalsnouth,™

fiJohn Overshiner kept at Coalspouth. Johnny lorris kept
tavern in Tecye Valley, two miles below Hurricane station. The
house is standing yet, «nd wus occupied by old nman T, J. Berkeley,
until his death, a few years ugo."

"George C, Huddlestone kept the next stege stund, and tuvern.
The bridge, at Coalsmouth, wus not over two hundred yards, from
the mouth of Coal. There were only fifteen or tventy Louses,
and the Stand was near the river bank, on the left side of the
pillse, going cast,

"The stiges wore painted, in diffsront bright colors. The
horses wore no bells. They were driven, .t a r.pld rute, and nover
stopped, unless thoy were hailed. The stages had scuts like a
streot cur, each holding two people., They were about sixtesn Tect
long and carried about twenty persons, Vaughn's Tavern w.s located,
sbowt four niles beyond Hawk's Nest on top of daulay lountaln, It
wvas & large twoe-story frame. 014 man Miller kept, at the foot
of Gaulsy Mountain, in a frame house, on the right golng e.st,

There w..s no houge ot Hawkts Negt,.®

_______



"raron Btockton kept tavern, in a three-story brick, at
the Fallg, on the right of the Pike,; going east, two and a half
miles below Millerts, It was Just above the Fall Rock., All
taverns sold whiskey. It was kept, in a helf gallon demijohn,
in the sltting rooms, There wus more, but it could not be seon,"

 "@gorge Paddy Huddlestone kept three miles below the Falls,
on the left of the road golng east, I think Turkey Croek was
near Point Creck, or possibiy, Point Creeck wus called Turkey Crocke"

"he stage horses had very large harness, ornamented with
brass, There were large leather flaps, to cover the shaulaers.ﬁ

"Drivers used tin horns, which they blew, at regular stopping
pleces.”

A stuge wrecked, s mile or a nmile and a half below Gaunley
Bridge, and injured some ladies. BSome wagondg were trying to pass
¢ach other, and run too ¢lose to the right bank, as they were
couidng wesgt,"

"The horses were mostly from Kentucky, and were of the finest,
The coaches had lamps In front, suspended to an iron bar,"

Hgonetimes passengers rode with the drivers.®

"I saw many pcople moving weste-gcores of them, They brought
beds and provisions, but no furniture.*

oty father set all the mlle postsw-they were rectangular stoves
olght or tem inches sguare, and about three feet long, and extended
ebout two feet aubove ground, They were all set, on the right hand
g8ide of the road, My fathor's name wee Bennett Blas, He was
raised on Guyan Just above Salt Rock, on the west side of the river,
I think Jarvel Porter owns it,"



'“Sp'fag as I know, the mall was carried on horse back, and
not by stages, I never saw s stage put off any mail, I only
worked for the coupany zbout six months," '

A Myr. Curry kept o tavern at Hurricane Bridge, He had a
good frame house, within twenty yards of the bridge, on the
right of the rozd going east,- He was a small red-whiskored man,
and had a long mustache, He was quite clever.”

vo1d Geo, P, Huddlestons wus a small hunpeshouldered mane
e nilce man, He had & son, George P, Huddlestone, who was a rather
large nmen weighing 175 to 190 pounds and a very clever fellow,

The tavern was a two story frame, with a story and a half 8ll,"

All the taverns had sign posts, with signs reading: Publie
Intertainment,.®

Dr, Morris of Milton sulds YCharley Conner had the contract
for building Burricune Bridge in 183%.°

“ibla Rell lived vhere Jobn Gerlach now lives and kept imn
and tavern, and stuge stund, Just below Hud Byidge, «bove 14lton."

s Mr, Burgess, of Saint ..lbans, sald, ubout 1942: . frome
building, stlll standing about twenty feet, boyond the bridgo,

across Coal River, ut the westorn end of St. ilbans, uscd to be

- used as a relay horse und stuge st.nd., This is vwhers they changod

horses, These stunds averaged about ten miles apart., This building

is now owned, by Mrs. Mardic Barker, & descendunt of the original

owner, & lr, Stephen Teuys. It stands ubove the road, golng west."
The foi%owing is a copy of am udvertlscment, taken {rom

The Kznawho B;hnef of March 9, 1835:



.....

To Travelers

The subscriber infcrms the public, that he has tsken the
Brick Tavern, in Barboursville Cabell cty. formerly occupied by
A, Holderby Esc. The house has undergone considercble repairs
and has been fitted up with entire new furniture «nd bedding.
He hopes that with the aid of & well furnished tuble and attentive
servants he will be «ble to render those who cull on him comfor-
table, at least nothing will be omitted on his part to render
general satisfaction as respects both his accommodation end fair,
There is a large and com:odious $table on the premises, which i
will always be kept well furnished with grecin and hcy and & care-
ful ostler will be at zll times in attendance,

WILLI..M M..THZR
"Drovers can be accommodated with grein, hay, stabling and

out lots, on moderate terms."

March 19th, 1835-k4t
On March 7, 1911, I interviewsd .nderson Bias, of llilton: He

said: "I wus born, in Putnam County, Feb. 27, 1833, and am now

wha . T <14c£4£Lf

78 years old. I
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