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WEST VIRGINIA VIETNAM VETERANS

February 7, 1986

AN ORAL INTERVIEW WITH: Jim Rogers

CONDUCTED BY: John C. Hennen, Jr.

TRANSCRIBED BY: Carla Thompson

TYPED BY: Gina Kehali Kates



John: G&till 1m the office of Dr. Erad Lonovani we’ve been Joined
by Dr. Jim Rogers. 0h (1naudible’ ...Vietnam veterans project.
and we'll start out with some Daslt bioaraphic background
intormation on, on Jim. Whers you were born, where you wWers
ralsed...(inaudlble)... ;

[

Jim: Okay. igh, | was oh, was born 1n, primacily grew up 1n oh,
Wetzel County, West Virginia.uh, 1n the town of the reader. |
graduated from high school from Yalley Hiah gehool 1n Fine Grove,
Wys went to WU for three semesters after graduated from uh, From
high school . 1 dropped out ot ah, dropped out of college and abi,
ah, went 1in tn the servicej gpent two years 10 the army ah, was 1n
Vietnam in ah, from the middle of 1968 to the middle of 196%. Uh,
cama back ah, after about a yesar out of the service. [ went back
to college, finizshed my'undergraduate degree in philosophy uh,
went to medical school at the gtate University of New York, where
1 araduated in 1976. Uh, 1 did a residency in ah, Charleston Area
Medical Center, in ageneral surgery, which I finished in 1981. uh,
which I‘m active in Yyh at about the same time 1 finished my
residency ah, late in 1981, and I had a private practice in
Charleston for about oh, three and a half, four hears which 1
closed abouﬁ 5 or & months ago, and I‘ve been doing oh, emergency
medicine uh, since that time.

[N

ghn: In gummersvillie?

|

Jim: FRight, yeah, in Summersville.

John: What was your uh, your {inaudible) ...in yietnam? Is that

Jim: Yeah, I went to uh, uh, I went through basic training, and
then I went to uh, AIT. Which 1 think stood for Advanced
Individual Training. Unh, I went to infantry AIT. And when 1 aot
to Vietnam uh, 1 was put on an pdvisory Team, and those made radio
operator for that Advisory Team or from time to time for various
components of that advisory team.

i)

John: ‘Dkay, and 50 ... 50 you started get rolling in YA in '7BY

John: ©Oh, okay, s0rcy.

Jim: Bl.

John: Um, how did you come to, to start your invol vement wikth
‘hat organization?

sy

im: Well, I had been looking at, at some of the newspaper
articles about what was going on uh, with some of the veterans 1N
the Charleston area, being concerned about figent Orange, and there
were uh, articles in the local press at that time. Um, it was uh,
an air force veterans uh, by the nam2 of Jim Lavendar, who Was



very concerned about the whole Agent Orange problem. Uh, there
was a vet center satallite office function in CTharleston at the
time uh, being uh, uh, directed by Tom Raslcin and Tom kaskin, and
Jim Lavendar, were working together to try to get state
legislature interested in doing something Agent Urange. And they
held a big meeting, at the civic center in Charleston, which uh,
was a Z-day meeting, and I think on the first day, when most of
the major speakers were there. There were about, somewhere
between 30w and S00 people there, | forget how many. 6And 1 went
to that meeting and at that time they were recruiting people to
sign up to form the WA here in Charleston. And that’s how I got
involved.

John: MNOw, at one time'you were Fresident at this local, is that
Yeah, | was Fresident ubh; from January of 1?82 through June

or July of 1783. I was President of the Charleston chapter for a
ear and a hal4. :

<

John: And ,vowr current international board nf directors of the
VWA are vaod...are you with the state counsel at af1?

—

im: No, I...

[
i1

ohn: Okay. You have been in International Director for two
ars now?

Jim: ©Oh, yeah, a 1ittle bit over two years [ was uh, elected to
the National Board in 1983. At the first national convention and
was re-alected at this second convention in November, this past
year, November of ‘B3,

(.

ohn: The first convention was in Washington, is that correct?

Jims The first convention was in Washington, O.C. at the

tinaudible) ... .Hotel . (laughs) This was, gquite a time, guite a
time. .

John: Uh, you have returned to Vietnam with two delegations with
the YWA, is that right?

Jim: Yeah, those were in 1984,

|

chn: Okay. Un, what was the uh, what was the motivation behind
hese delegations? What were you guys attempting to achieve?

e

Jims VWA's had four official delegations through Vietnam uh, they
had all been hosted by the Vietnamese foreign ministry, and the
topics for discussion uh, on all thoze delegations were-the same
uh, ctarification uh, of the status of...of those American service
men who are still missing in action uh, in Vietnam specitically in
the southeast of Asia, generally, uh, clarification of the
immigration, status for immigration children and information on
what the uh, facts of uh, herbicides primarily agent Orange, which



was spread in Vietnam (inaudiblei. We talked about other thingg
uh, when we’'re there, hacause there were other things that, that
affect this, you know, basic agenda oh, but the uh, basic agenda
was those 3 points.

John: Mow, iclears throat) ...at the latest convention uh, EBob
(inaudible) ...was re-elected, and correct me if I'm wrong, but
there seems to be a, a cort of a shift a little bit in the focus
at least on the national level of what the organization’s
directing it‘s eneray to. 1s that, to be a little bit legs vague,
1§ I can uh, perhaps can it he less public about far-ranging the
political involvements, and...and more seeing it was a direct
action t(inaudible)...group for Vietnam Veterans uh, is that a fair
assessment? And if S0, what ...ahat’s been th dynamics for that?

im: Well, that’s always been the emphasis uh, in VVA, the
pmphasis in VYA is that WA is uh, you know, the veterans servica
organization and that is the primary thing that WwWa has to do. At
the first national convention uh, the way that was faormul ated was
that VWA is first and foremost a Yigtnam veterans service
organizationy other things on it’s agenda that’s first and
foremost is the Vietnam’s Service Organization, that political
formulation uh, was not enough to satisfy a certain section of tha
membership and I think more importantly uh, a certain section of a
certain (inaudibie)...of opinion in the United S5tates Congress uh,
in...in the keagan Administration uh, that uh, it’s ... it would be
{inaudible)...to have on, at least, not opposing Wa, um, that I
think was...was the reason why at the Second Mational Convention
that VWA adopted constitutional amendment, which prohibits it from
speaking out on any foreign policy issue ar any domestic issue,
which cannot be related to the needs of uh, uh, the direct nesds
of wwa uh, direct needs ot Yietnam veterans. That restriction
doesn’t just apply to the National Organization, doesn’t Jjust
apply to National officers, or National Eoard of directors, it
alsn applies to the state councils. The state councils are not
tree to speak out on uh, you know, these broader 158UES .

John: So, in other words, if we see in the paper where a member
of lacal 28 or state council has made a recommendational policy in
central America, he cannot be speaking for the organization issu2.
tUh, he is speaking as an individual .

Jim: Yeah, that’'s right, that uh, ub, is now constitutionally
prohibited, and it was passed by 2/3's majority in Detroit. Was a
uh, step I didn’t recommend uh, I think that there iz, there’'s a
lot of distrust in the membership uh, about what VWA might do, or
how far YVA might go beyond what the, what the majority of the
nenbership wanted to do uh, and there was also uh, a lot of uh, I
think there was also uh, a 1ot of uh, I think there were also
perception in the Mational office in VVA among, you know,
the...the National ofticers and the National staff, who work in
p.C. all the time, there’s perception thers, that it was really
important uh, to have this thina passed for a couple of weeks, one
uh, was to increase the political credibility in Washington and
the 2nd uh, was to prevent YA uh, as a membership organization



uh, is uh, 2 guy named Frank McCarthy, who was, and 1 think still
15, president uh, of an organization called, AN Drganization of
Vietnam Veterans called Agent Orange Victims International, or at
least 15...WAS called Agent Orange Victims {nternational at that
time. Uh, now 1 think it has a slightly different title, uh, they
dropped the international out of it. Uuh, well, what happened with
that kind of press conference uh, and you knoOw two Vistnam
veterans there uh, raising hell over the fact that uh, that Bab
(inaudib\e)"..and these three other guys Was going back to
Vietnam, uh, an pspecially raising hell over the fact that they
placed a wreath on Hochiman’éAtomb was that, that then became the
story of, you Lnow, the first Vietnam veterans going back to
Vietnam, that was the story, this was a major controversy among
yietnam veterans, and it got nation-wide coverage. Uh, and uh, it
had a big affect on the growth and development of YWA, UM e

John: In what direction?

Jim: 1 think it probably gverall retarded the development ot the
ywa. Uh, I think a lot of people had a 1ot of respect of Pkab
(inaudibleb...guing back to Vietnam, 1 think the fact that be uh,
led the delegations of the Vietnam veterans hack to Vietnam ubh,
you know, for a 1ot of peaple who uh, either uh, by the time they
got back from;Vietnam, weren’t very happy about ub, about uh, the
way the war was going or the way we 9ot in the war uh, or people
who were just saying this iz the end of 1581, early 1982, the war
iz over and it iz time for us to recognize it. which 1 think was
prabably the majority apinion of the vietnam veterans. That and
uh, & peneficial effect, but the effect that, the affect that all
those negative publicity was disorganized uh, in the sense that it
uh, it gave, it gave people who did not want to see any kind of
organization, whatsoever, they gave those people some ammunition
to use against what was developed and to uh,
(inaudib\e)..‘organizatiun for Vietnam veterans. Back then, it
was that vet, put you know, today uh, 4 or 5 oyears later it is
that, it is the National prganization for Vietnam veterans.

John: Now would. . .would people opposing the organization of
Vigknam veterans buy that, do you mEan nther veterans
organizations?

Jim: Yeah, 1 mean, 1 mean, uh, some of the leadership of other
veterans’ organizations. Uh, some people who uh, Jjust don’t think
that there =hould be a uh, an prganization ot vietnam veterans uh,
because the Yigkbnam war was vary divisive. Uh, and uh, um to have
an organization of Vietnam veterans im to remind the american
people of the divisiveness of the Vietnam war and to carry that
divisivengss o0 into the future. Um Jeremiah Denton uh, has been
ane of the uh, toremost opponents of VA, and the leading opponant
wa in United gtates Senate has pbeen guoted to saying that, that
he doesn’t think that there ghould he a national organization for
Yietnam veterans. - Uh, that uh, you know, all the legitimate needs
of the Vietnam veterans can be met with in contact with the uh
the veterans (inaudib1e)..,uh, but to a lesser putent the disabled
american Veterans in the uh, the Aamerican Legion...

o



John: Has there gver been another attempt to forming another
National organization of Vietnam veterans? [ know there are
several national newsletters related to Vietnam vetz. 15 the VWA
the only organization that’'s gotten off the ground?

Jim: It's certainly the only organization that’s gotten ott the
ground to the extent of uh, having the operating budget the YVA
national has. Which is about 800,000 dollars a year. Uh, or
close to a million dollars a year, actually. Un, having A&
nembership base which YA has which is about uh, a little hit over
30 thousand at this point. Uh, there have been other successful ,
and 1 think that there’s only going to be one national
grganization for the Vietnam veterans. Uh, the closet competitiaon
was something called the United Vietnam Veterans Organization.
Which was um, had it’'s primary strength in two places, one in
Fennaylvania, one in Texas uh, it started out in Fennsylvania and
meraed wtih ub, uh, a (inaudible)...co1latimn {inaudible) ...in
Texas. Uh, it never was really a national organization in the
gensa that everyvbody was operating under the same constitution
that everybody wWas operating on the same ub, uh, same baszic
leadership, that they held national conventions, and uh, you know,
elected their ofticers in the zame way the YA did. And, at the
uh, Detroit convention, uh, in November of this past year, the
president of the United Vietnam Veterans nrganization got upon the
flmor at the VWA national convention, czaid if you all pass the
canatitutibnal amendment restricting uh, your right to speak out,
on foreian policy issues or broad national issues which are not
directly related to (inaudible? ...affairs, then 1 will bring my
graanization in under your {inaudible) ... Uk, s0 1 would say
that, you KnOW, the closest competition has pffectively stepped
gut of the picture.

John: Uh, will this will the amendment that was passed at the, at
the latest convention preciude further visits uh, to Vietnam VWA
deleaates?

Jim: No.

——

Jobhn: That wouldn’t be included in that, woultd it?

Mo, that’s not uh, that is definitely not precluded by that
constitutional amzndment . Uh, VVA will probably not again play a
leading role in the uh, FOW/MIA issue. Uh, for a couple ot
reasons uh, hecause uh, YVA has in the national l1=ague of
families, had pbazically reached accomodations for the national
league of families uh, is in the undisputed leadership role uh, on
that issue. And the pther reason iS, that it may not be necessary
uh, for a private organization like YvA uh, to take on that role
again because there iz a substantial accommodation between the
keagan Administration and Vietnam now. Uh, the Vietnamess2 have
said that they want a result of that issue within two years. Unh,
the uh, you ENow, we've seen the highest level delegations fram
the United BTates that have been in Yietnam since the end of the
Vietnam War, in the tast couple of months uh, so that issue may
actually be resnlved. Uh, the figent Drange Diowin question uh,

i
1
B



which iz also a great concern to veterans uh, however 1s a totally
different story. That question is not resolved here. Uh, and uh,
that certainly aives VVA national sufticient reason uh, to send
pther delegations to Yietnam it looks 1ike that would he useful in
the future.

Jim: Let's do 10 or 13 more minutes and then, and then if you
want to do some more some time soon.

John: Okay. Uh, yeah, the Agent Orange issue uh, that would seem
to be an ohvious one that the VWA will be speaking of strongly and
conzistently on, and would have pretty much unanimously support
among the membership. Uh, and you’'re on the Agent Orange Advisory
committes for this state. 0f course, you'll be leaving so0m, but
uh, what ub, what ‘s the status of (inaudible) ...of the testing
programn in West Virginia and just, betfore i forget, would you
attribute any of the {inaudible) ...between the Reagan
administration and the Vietnam, the government ot Vietnam to the
efforts of the YA in the past, the diplomatic efforts.

Jim: 1711 answer the last quesfion first. 1 would say yes. Uh,
what VWA did in Vietnam uh, has been a very important part of ,
what the Reagan Administration is now doing in Vietnam. I don’t
think it’s the only thing. I think there are real gubstantial
(inaudible? J..political factors involved. For instance, what's
going on in 'the Fhillipines uh, where the Phillipines seems to be
detinitely in danger having some kind of serious uh, insur .. .well,
they already have & serious insurrection but they’re definitely in
danger of havina a serious ingurrection which is uncontainable um,
you know, for that reasans just in geo-political terms it makes
sense for the Reagan Administration to try to better it’'s
relations with Yietnam so that the Vietnamese will be l1=ss
inclined to send guns uh, and other forms uh, of support and
supplies to the {inaudible) ...Fhilipines. Eut 1 think in terms of
preparing the consciousness of uh, of the Yietnam veterans segment
nf the American people, for some kind of improvement in relations
with Vietnam and what VVA did was extremely important (phone

ringing in bachgrmund)...
im: Should 1 answer the phone? (1aughter)

John: Uh, testing prodgram, Agent Orange Testing Frogram, gstate...

[

im: There are somewhere betwsen 4500 and 5000 people who have
signed up for testing under the West Virginia State Aaent Orange
program. To this date, just slightly over 200-have been tested
under that program uh, dispite the fact that the program was
legislated into existence over 3 years ago, and dispite the fact
that the proaram was funded 7 years ago, uh, that’s a terrible
record, and uh, you know, at that rate ot testing, which shows
absolutely no sian of uh, improving over the next uh, uh, year or
at least what we're getting from the health department uh, in the
committee meetings at uh, uh, that we attended. Representativaé
{from the other vaterans praanizations we get no indication that

|



that rate of testing. 15 going to be increased . Now hope%u\\y
we're going to agk? the jegislature to ook into this and ask them
and see what can he don& ahout increasing the rate of testing.
There's & positive side that uh, state programn and that is the
um,the state of Wwest Virginia did complete 2 mortal ity study on
the deaths which have gccurred amang West yirginia’'s Vietnam
yeterans. And pasicallys i think that mortality study uhs
confirms and 18 caonsistant with a lot of the other scientific
pvidence which has becons available uh, on the pifects of dipnwing
and dioxing contaminated herbicides and the herbicides in Agent
Orange.

John: Alright, one 1ast guestion {we have to ao?)  Uh, YO . s YOU
an compiied & lecture and slide presentation paged on your uh
one of your return visits to Vietnam and (inaudib\e)...and you've
presented it to gaveral veterans in public oraganizations in the

P
’

1ast year or SO Uh 4 what ‘s been the genera\...(inaudib1e).;..

Jim: When 1 started doing this (inaudib\e)..,it basically
consisted af .. .0f pictures that um, that I took in Vigtnam and in
Cambodia. 1 was prepared tar a lot o nesative comment becaus 1
was mostly presenting it to Vietnam yeterans and uh, [ was uh, you
ENOW 4 psycho\ogica\\y prepared for a lot of Dpposition. pnd 1 got
almost nonex - Um, & 1ot of people who uh, in Wa, uhy who didn’t
understand Why it was that YVA was zending delegations to Vistnam
uh, uh,y CAME away from that convinced uh, that YA shautd send
delegations to Vietnam. yya should understand whats going on in
Vietnam today . what’s goind gn in 1ndo-China and a1l of south-zast
asia today . in 5peci¥ica\ly uh, you know from their own point and
the ub, point of view of the Vietnam vetaran VYA should underatand
what the pftfects ot the ...(inaudib\e)...program in,Vietnam WErE
pecause it does prnbab1y have SO0 pearing on what uh, uh, on the
pffects that we're geeing oON Vietnam veterans today. And that was
a surprise to me that uh, it got the kind of rgaction uh, that it
did.

John: How many groups would you 3aY you'’ ve presented that to?

Jims? 1 counted it up, uhy several months ago. 1 have been in 1%
different states and have probab\y done the presentatinn o 100
different groups Over the last 7 oyears.

John s Rreally? I had no idea it was that many «

me—

Jim: Yeah, [ was, 1 was gurprised when 1 counted that Loo,
1aughs) , and found out it wWas that many .
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John: Still in the office of Dir. Fred Lonovani we’'ve been Joined
by Dr. Jim Rogers. Oh, (inaudiblel...Vietnam vetarans project.
and we'll start out with some basic biographic background
information on, on Jim. Wherse vou were born, where you were
rairsed...linaudible) ..
Jim: Okay. 0Oh, I was oh, was born in, primarily grew TN oh,
~ Wetzel County, West Virginia uh, 1n the town of the<§;;q§pd I Ladar X<
graduated from high school trom Vallaey High School in Tine Grove,

Wv3 went to WWU for three semesters after graduated from uh, from

high school. 1 dropped out ot ah, dropped out of college and ah,

ah, went 1n to the servicej gpent two years 1n the army ah, was in

Vigtnam in ah, from the middle of 1968 to the middle of 196%. Uh,

came back ah, after about a year out of the service. [ went back

to college, finished my underaraduate degree in philosophy uh,

went to medical school at the State University of New York, wherse

1 graduated in 1976. Uk, I did a residency in ah, Charleston Area

Medical Center, in general surgery, which I finished in 1981. Uh,

which I‘m active in YVA at about the same time 1 finished my

residency ah, late in 1781, and 1 had a private practice in :

Charleston for about oh, three and a halt, four‘ which 1 ‘31@‘”‘5' X
><:c1ased about-3 or & months ago, and I‘ve been doing oh, emergency

medicine uhl, since that time.

4 sa

John: In Summersvilie?

Jim: Right, yeah, in Summersville.’

John: What was your uh, your {inaudible) ...in Vietnam? Is that
right?

Jim: Yeah, [ went to uh, uh, I went through basic training, and
then I went to uh, AIT. Which [ think stood for Advanced
Individual Training. Uh, I went to infantry AIT. And when 1 got
to Vietnam uh, 1 was put on an Advisory Team, and made radio weL X
7<: operator for that Advisory Team or from time to time for various
‘ components of that advisory team.

John:  Okay, and 50 ... SO YOU started get rolling in VWA in ‘787

John: Um, how did you come to, to start your involvement with
that organization?

Jim: Well, I had been looking at, at some of the nawspaper
articles about what was goina on uh, with some of the vaterans in
the Charleston area, being concerned about Agent Orange, and there
were uh, articles in the local press at that time. Um, it was uh,
s an air force veterafis Uh, by the hé?iw:iﬂjlm Lavendar, who was Jederan, X<

7/1

/
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very concerned about the whole Agent Orange prublem. Uh, thers
was a vet center satallite office function in Charleston at the
time uh, being uh, uh, directed by Tom kaslicin and Tom Raskin, and
Jim Lavendar, were working together to try to get state
Tegislature interested in doing something fAgent Orange. And they
held a big meeting, at the civic center in Charleston, which uhy
was a Z-day meeting, and [ think on the first day, when most of
the major speakers were there. There were about, somewhere
between 300 and 500 people there, [ forget how many. And 1 went
to that meeting and at that time they were recruiting people to
sign up to form the VWA here in Charleston. #And that’s how I got

involved.

. L . . N /) S
f<§40hn: é@&l at one time you were Fresident at this local, is that on

right?

Jim: VYeah, I was Fresident uh, from January of 1782 through June
or July of 1983. I was Fresident of the Charleston chapter for a
vear and a half.

John nd\yaur current XnternatloHAI board of directors of the Nads amd X
VA are yo...are you with the state counsel at all? "

< e

im: No, I...

o John: dkay. You have been in atiuna] Director for two ﬂa\f"t""%{ﬁ 'K.

years now?

Jim: 0Oh, yeah, a little bit over two years [ was uh, elected to
the National Board in 1983. At the first national convention and
was re-glected at this second convention in November, this past
year, November of “B5. '

John: The first convention was in Washington, is that correct?
Jim: The first convention was in Washington, DO.C. at the
{inaudible) «...Hotel. (laughs) This was, guite a time, guite a
time.

John: Uh, you have returned to Vietnam with two delegations with
the YA, is that right?

im: Yeah, those were in 1984.

John: Okay. Um, what was the uh, what was the motivation behind
these delegations? What were you guys attempting to achieve?

Jim: WVVA‘s had four official delesations through Vietnam uh, they
had all been hosted by the Vietnamese foreign ministry, and the

topics for discussion uh, on all those delegations were . the same
uh, clarification uh, of the status of...of those American service
men who are still missing in action uh, in VYietnam specifically in
the southeast of Asia, generally, uh, clarification of the

immigration, status for immigration children an information on

% what the uh, facts of uh, hnrb1c1des prlmarllvcgg;ht Orange, which /¢§gaﬁh 2

ﬁf 7" A . X



was spread in Vietnam (1naudible). We talked about other things
uh, when we're there, because there were other things that, that
affect this, vou know, basic agenda oh, but the uh, basic agenda

-

was those J points.

John: Now, {clears throat)...at the latest convention uh, Bob
{inaudible) ...was re-elected, and correct me if I'm wrong, but
there seems to be a, a sort of a shift a little bit in the focus
at least on the national level of what the organization’s
directing it’s eneragy to. Is that, to be a jittie bit less vague,
1f I can uh, perhaps can it be less public about far-ranging the
political involvements, and...and more seeing 1t was a direct
action (inaudible)...group for Vietnam Veterans uh, is that a fair
assessment? And if so, what...what’s been th dynamics for that?

Jim: Well, that’s always peen the emphasis uh, in VWA, the
emphasis in VWA is that YA is uh, you know, the veterans service
organization and that is the primary thing that VVA has to do. At
the first national convention uh, the way that was formul ated was
that W6 is first and foremost a Vietnam veterans service
organization; other things on it’s agenda that’'s first and
foremost is the Vietnam’s Service Organization, that political
formulation uh, was not enough to satisfy a certain section of the
membership and I think more importantly uh, a certain section ot a
certain (inaudibie)...of opinion in the United States Congress uh,
in...in the keagan Administration uh, that uh, it‘s ...it would be
{inaudible)]...to have on, at least, not opposing Wa, um, that I
think was...was the reason why at the Second Mational Convention
that VWA adopted constitutional amendment, which prohibits it from
speaking out on any foreign policy issue or any domestic issue,
which cannot be related to the needs of uh, uh, the direct needs
of VWA uh, direct needs of Vietnam veterans. That restriction
doesn’t just apply to the National Organization, doesn’t Jjust
apply to National ofticers, or National Board of directors, it
alsao applies to the state councils. The state councils are not
fres to speak out on uh, you know, these broader 15sSuUes.

John: So, in other words, if we see in the paper where a member
of local 38 or state council has made a recommendational policy in
central America, he cannot be speaking for the organization issue.
Uh, he is speaking as an individual .

Jim: Yeah, that’s right, that uh, uh, is riow constitutionally
prohibited, and it was passed by 2/3’'s majority in fetroit. Was a
" uh, step I didn’t recommend uh, 1 think that there is, there’s a
lot of distrust in the membership uh, about what VVA might do, or
how far WA might go beyond what the, what the majority of the
membership wanted to do uh, and there was also uh, a lot of uh, I
think there was also uh, a lot of uh, I think there were also
perception in the Natiqnak::ikice in VWA among, you know,
the...the National officers and the Mational statf, who work in
O.C. all the time, there’s perception there, that it was really
important uh, to have this thing passed for a couple of ekgy ona
uh, was to increase the political credibility in Washing A and
the 2nd uh, was to prevent VVA uh, as a membership organization

Office. X<
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< from falling @ the hands of the radical right. Now like I M ,X-

said, I didn’'t uh, I...I don't really agree with either one of
those points.  Uh, but the important thing was that uh, you know,
the majority of the delegates in the National convention thought
that there should be that kind of restriction on the Mational
leadership of Ya.

John: In other words, there Was...there was a worry that...that
kind of restriction endorsed by the, the current administration of
the WA that there would be a reaction to that? Like swinaging to

the right? Is that?

Jim: Uh, ys=ah uh, it was a funny situation like um, I think what
we got into was, was a deal where the membership of VWA, um, and
certainly like the lTocal leadership uh, all over the country,
cause we got somewhere in the neighborhood of uh, you know, 230,
240 chapters down. Uh, a lot of that membership and a lot of that
local leadership was concerned because uh, the past history of the
...the national leadership of the VVA and uh, and probably
primarily Eob...{inaudible)...uh, doing things like playing a

... linaudible) ...and other things which wers not indetensible but
would certainly cause you know, certain public relations problems
in the veterans community. There was a concern among that
membership, that the leadership of the VWA was going too far to
the (inaudible)... And there was a concern among that central
leadership !group in VWA uh, the people who actually raised money
to put the 'organization together, the people who talked to uh, the
Congress, that the membership could cease control of the
organization and go too far to the right to submit I think uh, the
result was uh, the kind of compromise that we saw.

John: There was substantial opposition that, uniess I'm wrong,
wasn’'t there, after the lst trip to Vietnam among the membership
of Wh, was that directly related to the, the visit to the
{inaudible) ...7?

Jim: Uh, what happened was, that, this first visit to Vietnam in

December 1981, and uh, Bob (inaudible)....and the VWA delegates

decided uh, on the basis of the suggestion of their hosts, that it

would be appropriate to place a wreath at {inaudibie) ...tomb

because that’s what many visitors did, and they placed a uh,

wreath at (inaudiblie)...tomb, they did not actually physically

place the wreath themselves, but had it placed there. Uh, and it

was uh, had, you know an inscription on it, like funeral wreaths

do, uh, which that, with respect, Vietnam veterans of America um,

that was reported in the New York Times because there was a T
reporter from the New York(Limes who was on the delegation. When e
they came back from Vietnam, because gf the high profile uh, uh,

being the lst American veterans, uh, to return to Vietnam atter

the war. Uh, they had-an open press conference. Two people uh,

came to that press conference uh, with deliberate intentions of

attacking Bob (inaudible)....in saying that he had sold out all

the Vistnam veterans in the country because he put a wreath on

{inaudible) ....grave. Uh, one of those people was former employee

of Wa, a guy by the name of Al (inaudible)...and the other one,



uh, is uh, a guy named Frank McCarthy, who was, and [ think still
is, president uh, of an organization called, An Organization of
Vietnam Veterans called Agent Orange Victims International, or at
least is...was called Agent Orange Victims International at that
Ctime. Uh, now I think it has a slightly different title, uh, they
dropped the international out of it. Uh, well, what happened with
that kind of press conference uh, and you know two Vietnam
veterans there uh, raising hell over the fact that uh, that EBEob
(inaudible’ ...and these three other guys was going back to
Vietnam, uh, an especially-taising hell over the fact that they /714 Chi /Z’lf'/f’f:‘ilf x
7C placed a wreath Dh(ﬁochiman”s tomb was that, that then became the '
story of , you know, Trst Vietnam veterans going back to
Vietnam, that was the story, this was a major controversy among
Vietnam veterans, and it got nation-wide coverage. Uh, and uh, it
had a big effect on the growth and development of VWA, UM

Jobin: In what direction?

Jim: I think it probably overall retarded the development of the

VYA, Unh, I think a lot of people had a lot of respect of Bob

(inaudible’ ...going back to Vietnam, 1 think the fact that be uh,

led the delegations of the Vietnam veterans back to Vietnam uh,

you know, for a lot of people who uh, either uh, by the time they

got back from Vietnam, weren’t very happy about uh, about uh, the

way the waﬁ was going or the way we got in the war uh, or people

who were just saying this is the end of 1981, early 1982, the war

iz pver and it is time for us to recognize it. Which I think was

probably the majority opinion of the Vietnam veterans. That and

uh, a beneficial effect, but the effect that, the effect that all

those negative publicity was disorganized uh, in the sense that it

uh, it gave, it gave people who did not want to see any kind of

organizatian, whatsoever, they gave those people some ammunition

to use against what was developed and to uh,

{inaudible) ...organization for Vietnam veterans. Back then, it

was that yet, but you know, today uh, 4 or 3 yearjgzgter it is o V/ \
Y that, it is the Natinnal(ggbanization for Vietnam Brans. é»ﬁﬁ“dﬂbh s

John: Now would...would people opposing the organization of
Vietnam veterans buy that, do you mean other veterans
praanizations?

Jim:. Yeah, I mean, I mean, uh, some of the leadership of other
veterans’ organizations. Uh, some pecple who uh, just don’t think
that there should be a uh, an organization of Vietnam veterans uh
hecause the Vietnam war was very divisive. Uh, and uh, um to have
an organization of Vietnam veterans is to remind the American
peaple of the divisiveness of the Vietnam war and to carry that
divisiveness on into the future. Um, Jeremiah Denton uh, has been
one of the uh, foremost opponents of YA, and the Teading apponent
UVA in United States Senate has been quoted to saying that, that
he doesn’'t think that there should ba a national organization for
Yietnam veterans. Uh, that uh, you know, all the legitimate needs
of the Vietnam veterans can be met with in contact with the uh,
the veterans (inaudiblel...uh, but to a lesser extent the disabled
American Veterans in the uh, the American Legion...



John: Has there ever been anothep~attempt to forming another L/

National organization of Vietnaw veterans? 1 know there are e%&%&#( <
several national newsletters related to Vietnam vets. Is the VA

the only organization that’s gotten off the ground?

Jim: It‘s certainly the only organization that’s gotten off the
round to the extent of ubh, having the operating budget the VVA , /\Aﬂ%%”ﬂf’ <
(;%ﬁiunaX has. Which is about 800,000 dollars a year. Uh, or
Flose to a million dollars a year, actually. Uh, having a
membership base which VWA has which is about uh, a little bit over
30 thousand at this point. Uh, there have been other successful,
and 1 think that there’s only going to be one national
organization for the Vietnam veterans. Uh, the closet competition
was something called the United Vietnam Veterans Organization.

Which was um, had it’s primary strength in two places, one in
Fennsylvapia, one in Texas uh, it started oyt in Fennsylvania and ,
X< mergead @:fgﬁuh, uh, a (inaudible)... ollation) (inaudible) ...in wn Fh

Texas. Uh, it never was really a national organization in the
sense that everybody was operating under the same constitution
that everybody was operating on the same uh, uh, same basic
leadership, that they held national conventions, and uh, you know,
elected their officers in the same way the VA did. And, at the
uh, Detroit convention, uh, in November of this past year, the
president of the United Vietnam Veterans organization got upon the
flogr at the VWA national convention, said if you all pass the
constitutional amendment restricting uh, your right to speak out,
on foreign policy issues or broad national issues which are not
directly related to {inaudible)...affairs, then 1 will bring my
organization in under your {inaudible) ... Uh, so I would say
that, you know, the closest competition has effectively stepped
put of the picture.

John: Uh, will this will the amendment that was passed at the, at gl vua X
the latest convention preclude further visits uh, to Vietnﬁ Vierraht ===

delegates?

a‘m//'ﬁé np

im: Mo,
John: That wouldn’t be included in that, would it?

Jim: No, that’s not uh, that is definitely not precluded by that
constitutional amendment. Uh, VWA will probably not again play a 5
leading role in the uh, FOW/MIA issue. , for a.couple of 1 )
reasons uh, because uh, WWa has in the _ianalﬁféﬂgue of ’qg¥”wi L%%?Jj F& <
/iamilies, had basically reached accomo ations for the Mgtional
gue of (fAmilies uh, is in the undisputed leadership role uh, on
hat issue. And the other reason is, that it may not be necessary
uh, for a private organization 1ike VWA uh, to take on that role
again because there is a substantial accommodation between the
Feagan Administration and Vietnam naw. ijh, the Vietnamese have
said that they want a result of that issue within two years. Uh,
the uh, you koow, we’ve seen the highest favel delegations fram '
¥ the United é&ﬁtes that have been in Vietnam since the end of the Syﬁ%fg A=
Vietnam War, in the last couple of months hwgo that issue may
¥:actua11y be resolved. Uh, the Agent DFanﬁéﬁéiﬁ%in guestion uh, C%qaw%g/(b/oxhq >




Y consistently on, and would have

which is also a great concern to veterans uh, however 1s & totally
different story. That question is not resolved here. uh, and uh,
that certainly aives VVA national sufficient reason uh, to send
other delegations to Vietnam it looks like that would be useful in
the future.

Jim: Let’s do 10 or 15 more minutes and then, and then if you
want to do some more some time soon.

John: Okay. Uh, yeah, the Agent Orange issue uh, that would seem
to be an obvious one that the VYA will be speaking of rongly and

\(fg}etty much unanimousily gupport
among the membership. Uh, and you're on the Agent Orange Advisory
committes for this state. O0Of course, you’'ll be leaving s00n, but
uh, what uh, what's the status of {inaudible) ...of the testing
program in West Virginia and just, before I forget, would you
attribute any of the (inaudible)...between the Reagan
Administration and the VYietnam, the government of Vietnam to the
efforts of the YWa in the past, the diplomatic efforts.

Jim: I‘11 answer the last guestion first. 1 would say ves. Uh,
what YWA did in Vietnam uh, has been a very important part of ,
what the Reagan Administration is now doing in Vietnam. I don't
think it’s the only thing. 1 think there are real substantial
{inaudiblein:.political facters involved. For instance, what's
going on inl the Fhillipines uh, where the F‘s seems to be
definitely in danger having some kind of serious uh, insur...well,
they already have a serious insurrection but theyv’re definitely in

%:you know, for that reagons 4ust in gep-political terms it makes

7(

7~

Ve

danger of having a serious—insurrection which is uncontainable um,

sense for the Reagan Administration to try to better

relations with Vietnam so that the Vietnamese will be Tess
inclined to send guns uh, and other forms uh, of support and
supplies to the (inaudible)...Feilipioks. But I think in terms of
preparing the consciousness of uh, of the Vietnam veterans segment
of the American people, for some kind of improvement in retations
with Vietnam and what VWA did was extremely important (phone
ringing in background) ...

Jim: Should 1 answer the phone? (1 aughter)

[

ohn: .Uh, testing program, Agent Orange Testing Frogram, state...

Jim: There are somewhere between 4300 and 5000 people who have
signed up for testing under the West Virginia State Agent Orange
program. To this date, just slishtly over 200 -have been tested
under that program ub, éi;éjg% the fact that the program was
legislated into existence over 3 years ago, andcgzgﬁzig the fact
that the program was funded 2 years ago, uh, tha g a terrible
record, and uh, you know, at that rate of testing, which shows
absolutely no sian of uh, improving over the next uh, uwh, year or
at least what we’re getting from the hesalth department uh, in the

committes meetings at uh, uh, that w%/a\tended. Representatives
from the other veterans organizations wg get no indication that
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that rate of testing is going to be increased. Now, hopefully
we're going to ask the legislature to look into this and ask them
and see what can be done about increasing the rate of testing.
There's a positive side that uh, state program and that is the
‘um,the state of West Virginia did complete a mortality study on
the deaths which have occurred among West Virginia’s Vietnam
veterans. And basically, I think that mortality study uh,
confirms and is consistant with a lot of the other scientific
*evidence W ich has become available uh, on the effects of dioxtﬁg;)
-and dioxiffe contaminated herbicides and the herbicides in Agent
Orange . i
John: Alright, one last question {we have to go?) Uh, you...you
~SCfan) compiled a lecture and slide presentation based on your uhy
one of your return visits to Vietnam and (inaudible’...and you've
presented it to several veterans in public organizations in the
last year or so. Uh, what's been the general ... (inaudible) «..7

Jim: When I gtarted doing this {inaudible) ...it basically
consisted of ...of pictures that um, that I took in Vigtnam and in
7<Eambodia. 1 was prepared for a lot o negative comment bg g 1
was mostly presenting it to Vietnam veterans and uh, I was uh, you
know, psychologically prepared for a lot of opposition. And [ got
almost none.. Um, a lot of people who uh, in Wa, uh, who didn’t
understand why it was that YUA was sending delegations to Vietnam
uh, uh, came away from that convinced uh, that VWA _should send
y{ﬁe1egation5 to Vietnam. VYA should understand w goi on in
YVietnam today, what ‘s going on in Indo-China and ail of (gputh-east
fAsia today. In specitically uh, you know from their own point and
%ﬁhe uh, point of view of the Vietnam veteraéAWUA should understand
what the effects of the .. .{inaudible’ ...program in Vietnam were,
pecause it does probably have some bearing on what uh, uh, on the
effects that we’'re seeing on Vietnam veterans today. And that was
a surprise to me that uh, it got the kind of reaction uh, that it
did.

John: How many groups would you say you’'ve presented that to?
Jim: I counted it up, uh, several months ago. I have been in 13
different states and have probably done the presentation to 100
different groups over the last 2 years.

John: Really? I had no idea it was that many.

Jim: VYeah, [ was, I was surprised when I counted that too,

—_—

{laughs) , and found out it was that many.

d/.JX;‘ 7y >
dioxXi =

had =

pecaast <

what’s <
S’a«#\.éé’di" <3

e )
@Q“Zf ¥ M



	Oral History Interview: Jim Rogers
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1598459405.pdf.AvkJW

