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Their livelihood was made primarily from the farm,
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Besides all this,
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EXPLANAYORY NOTE:

The lady fthat 1s neard in the backzround on the tape

D
i

is Ava Munday, Anna's sister, I had not orizinally plannad to

+-

interview Ava, but she 1ad information tha®t she contributed *to
the conversation as we progressed. This usually only amounted
to an addition or commant, but her volce 1s heard on the tape.

S0, I will provide the ‘ollowingz background ianformation on Ava:

Ava Munday was born on Rear Fork, Belgrove, #West Virginia.
There were six other children in the family when she was born in
1900. Two children that were born after Ava did not survive.
Ava's parents were Joel and Mary Casto.

Ava lived on the farm until she married Brady Munday and
they moved to Parkersburg, West Virginia. iHer husband passed
away a few years ago. She now stays in Ripley with her sister

Anna who 1s a bed patient as the result of a fall.



Mildred Krceger
April 9, 19773

In

ret

to

M

M:

M.

the follcwing ftranscrint, [ shall refer <o myself as M and I gshall
fer to Anna hopkins as A, Anna's sister Ava Munday shall be referred
as AN,

March

"is 1is Krosger and T am infarviewing Anna “opking of Ripley

1
wiho 1s seventy-nine years old,
ok,Annie, where did you 2row up? In what area?

dell, at Reloraove, Jackson County.

That was pretty far out 1n the country wasn't 1£?

Yes, 1t was a good piece ouft in the country and we had some pratty
deep snowsg to wade. And along 2bout Christmas time Santz would fry
to get there and bring us some candy. And Ch, we thought 1t was

[=)

zrand to see Santa Claus coming maybe two or fthree nights before

tmas. And then on the night before Christmas, Christmas Lve
we called it, we'd hang our stockings in front of the fire place
and we felt sure that 3anta Claus would come down the chimney and
bring us some toys. And he usually did, bring us some little thing,
not like they do today though. Today they expect so many grand toys,
but we just got some lifttle...oh, maybe a little dish doll or some
candy and things like that.

Wnat 1s a dish doll?

Well it was...the body was cloth filled with saw dust with little
legs from the knee down dish and little arms and hands from the
elbow down made out of dish and a dish head made out of dish. You
never heard of nothing like that before?

I never heard of it before.

Well, that was the type of doll we had when I was a little zirl;
that was all the kind we got. They didn't even have tne dolls that
was made out of...that had wax hair, you know. We had them later,
but now this was when I was a little girl, that was the kind of
doll we got. We had to be real easy with them, or we would break
their less off or thelr hands, but we was really proud of them.

And, did your mother make them or what? Did they buy the parts?

No, they would buy them at the store; but, of course, we thought
that Santa Claus had then.

But what about this tradition that we called Santa Clausing out in
the country?

Well, people would dress up, you know, with their false faces on
and go Santa Clausing. We called it Santa Clausing. They would go
to people's houses where they had little children, you know, and
they would take them candy and theynever took toys, they just took
candy then, you know. But now on Christmas Eve when we'd hang our
stockings up was when we'd get our toys. But they would bring us
candy and sometimes a little chewing gum, apples or something like
that. And, it used to be nearly always a white Christmas, not like
it is now. We always had show nearly for Christmas.

Yeah, that has changed even in my life time. I can tell a difference
in trat you know.
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I bet you can too. Jell now, it was nearly always a white Christmas.
Je never... it wouldn't have seemed like Cnristmas unless there had
sSnow on.,

Yean. And that was just in this one area primarily wasn't 1t?

Well, as far as T know it was just mostly out 1n the country and
like that. Now days, they wouldn't even know whab thal meant.

Right, I told somehody about it ar school and they didn't have any
idea about what I was talkine abou~. I trhougnt everybody knew wnhat
Santying was, you Know.

Well, you know, after I was married and had my family little, thers
would still he Santa Clauses come every year nearly, Tney'd come
for miles, a whole big bunch of tnem. 0Of course, they didn't bring
nc candy or nothing, they just come to ...

let you guess.
Yes, just for the fun of it.

I know, we used to gang up and head down for Ed Rhodes', down in
that vicinity.

We've had Santas at our house clear from Lower Big Run, up there
at home. Santa Clauses witn their false faces on and old clothes
try to make it look like Santa Claus.

Yes, I always looked forward to that, I kind of miss it now. Nobody
goes Santying any more. I don't guess they do out in there even.
Nobody left out in there to go, hardly.

I have went, you know, after I had my family raised up. I went Santa
Clausing with the children a lot of times.

Mom wouldn't miss 1it.

Wwell, I have went with them and it was really funny. We had a good
time, fooling people, you know, and trying to guess who we were and
everything like that. It was different from today.

#hat about out in there, I don't remember too much about it, you
know, it was a little more modern by the time I came along. But,
what about doctoring, do you remember, did you go to the doctor

very often?

Not often. All the doctors we nad would come from thelr home to our
home. We never had no hospitals close and didn't even thing of going
to the nospital for every little thing like they do now. Doctors

would ride all night to see a sick person. They would go day or night.
There is more difference there than anything I can think of.

You have to get an appointment to get in the hospital now, even.

You can't hardly get an appointment, but now a doctor would ride

all night long to come to see if you were sick and called him. A

lot of times, you had to go after them, you know, for a long time
they didn't even have no telephones or nothing like that. You'd have
to go and get a doctor, but they would always come if they was at
home, they never failed to come.

Boy, that has changed.
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cizsgest At "farance T can Tnink abhout, T think,

mnizatrions or 2net3 hefare you started to
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didntt, ao* any, Didn't even hear
drunk out »f th2 zame drinking cup

and everytnhinzg like that.
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And never =“hought a it
dhat about waere you went To hool, was it a one-room szhool?

A one-room 3cnonl and ftnere would be about from sixty to seventy
4

scnolars and one teacher taught all of
In all grades?

rom the first grade to
Dic

Yes, Wnite Pine Schnool. It was crowded, but we didn't know *the
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differance.

including the aighth,

down to Wnite Pine?
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And what about your teacnine? I mean, did they actually teach you
every miaute, or did you sort of teach yourself?

Jell, now, I think they did more teaching then than they do now.

I really do. They taught all of them.

They taught all ages.

from the ARC's and through the eighth grade. They was busy, but
now they all tried to learn, seened like and did.

And when you went in, you knew it was time to gelb gulet, didn't you?

Ne knew it was time to get quiet. Of course, we had a fifteen
minute recess between eight o'clock, no 8:30 and 12:00 and then
we had an nour at noon.

whenever you went out to play, did the teacner go ouf and watcnh you?

Now days, you know, we have to go out and maks sure they are supervised

all the time.

Well, 1f tney wanted to go out they did, and if they didn't, they
didn't. We played base, ball...and vlayed ball. In the wiater time,
we would skate on ice.

Play fox and geese?
Everyone that was big enough to go to school could skate on ice,

You know now, they won't hardly allow you to do anything in the
schools, you've just goft to supervise them every minufte and not
allow them to do this or that. Don't go out when the weather...
or when there 1is any snow on, we don't take them outside.

They probably looked on us to see how we were getting along, but a
lot of times, the teacher would join in the fun and sometimes they
didn't.

What about your books, did you have a lot of books and paper? Was
it provided by the school?

No, we used slates and slate pencils mostly for our school work.
Did you erase it each time?

Yes, erase it each time. And, a lot of work done on the blackboard
with cnalk.
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pveryone nad to buy their own books.

On yes, we all bought our own bonks.

Bet you took care of them too.

Yes we did, fthen passed them on down to the next one younger than
us. '"hat's the way we did. And, I still got part of my old books
yet,; and 1 sent, on about I exXpect i1t has been about elghteen year
ago, bouzght McGuffey's Headers, you know, I bougnt the whol=
outfit, up to the seventn. I didr't gef tne eizhth, I don't think.
I'm proud of fhem books, I got then.
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I tell you, I had on= of those books in third grade and I thought
I would never get finished. "hat book was a loft harder tran the

1

books thney have now in third zrade. T'11 tell wvoul.

Every lesson in them books had a moral seemad like, you know. There
was 2a]lways a 2ood gide to everythins in them books., There wasn't

books 1like they gof larer. They seen kind of dull to me. They didn't
have no moral to the lessons, like tnem old readers.

what about your spelling book? Did you find it difficult to spell?

No, there was a ...that was one thing I really liked was spelling.
Bvery word, or lots of words, was spelled two or three different

ways and they give the meaning of each word, what if meant, you know.
Like a-u-n-t aunt, you know and ant—an insect and thiags like that.
And all kinds of words like fthat and we had to tell the, I reckon

you would call if the meaning or abbreviation or something like that.
I don't know what you would call if, but now you knew what the word
meant, the way 1t was spelled.

Whenever...if the teacher ever had to punish you, how did they
punish you?

Most of tne time, they used a little switch, and sometimes they
would tie a scar? or something around you and tie you to something
there in the school house—a post or something.

I bet that would settle you down for a while, wouldn't i1t?
Yes, and put them in the corner sometimes.

They made you toe the mark.

I never did.

I was going to ask you if you ever had to do that.

No.

I guess you were good all of the time.

But now, there was a post went up on eacn side of the stove, and
they would put a scarf around them and tie them to that sometimes.

I never heard of them doing that. I didn't know they did anything
like that.

Well they did.
You learned to settle down, didn'ft you?
Or make them set in the corner.

Yes, somefimes they had to set in the dunce corner. I'll never forget
that I had to set on the teacher's knee my first year in school, and
I was a real good glrl after tha®.

['11 bet you were. Af'ter all, I mean, you learn to setfle down in a
nurry. "hat is one way of makins you s3it up and learn. They don't
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things like tnat now hardly. ™hey think 1o is t% rough on people.
I don't know what they do no#% to fthem.
Oh, I don't know. sSome of them vaddle and some o them...

Send them to the principal's office, I reckon, or something like
That,

Kick them out of class and keep them in from vlay. There are
different ways.

how about superstitions, are you suvers+titious about anytning?

Not really, that [ can think of. Some things T don't do, but I
would 1f it was necessary that is supposed to be superstitious, but
I don't really believe in anything like that

You don't? Did yon ever near of any unusual onss that people did
believe in when you were growing up ou: in *there?

=

nat belisved in ghosts and things
like tha*t, and sai ngs, but I never did. I used to be
an awful coward when I was little, you know, afraid of the night,
I was afraid, but I wasn't suverstitious, I don't think. I was just
atraid.

1
Wwell, tnere was a lot
d ¢

Yes, there is a little bit of difference ther.
Yes, there is a vig difference,

What about...I can vaguely remember when we got elzctricity out
in there. Wnat was this you were telling me the other day about
having to go to the store and get some kerosene before you could
light the lamp or something?

That was before we got electricity, and I nearly always had to fill
my lamps and clean the globes every evening. Well, this evening I
had gone fo fill my lamps and didn't have no oil. Well, the store
was I expect, a quarter of a mile down there anyhow. Well, I
grabbed my oil can and my basket of eggs to get my oil with, and

I knowed I would have to hurry, or it would be way a‘ter dark before
I could get back. And, I took a near cut over the hill through just
a little path and I had a slivper that had a sols loose right at
the toe of my slipper and I was going down through that little

patn just a making ninety, and I caught the sole of my slipver on

I don't know what, but anyhow, there I went I expect I was at

least ten feet before I guit sliding. My oil jug flew out of my
hand and went over into the hollow and broke into a million pieces
and my eggs scattered all over that path. I expect I had four or
five good eggs when I went fto pick them up, but I knew I had to
have my oil. And so, I went ahead down to the store and gzot me a
bottle and zot me some oil. I hurt my knee awful bad. I laid there
a right smart little bit, thought I was killed, you know. And, well,
finally, I thought I would try to get up and I got up and limped

on down to the store and I got my oil and come back home, and T
filled up my lamps. But, I couldn't hardly get up and down the
stairs for two or three days after that, my knee was so sore—it
was bad. It hurt my knee pretty bad, but we had our lamp oil.

Now things like that happened, that really happened, you know.
Things 1like that happened often.

Wny sure it hapvened.

And that was before we got our electricity. Je have had it about—
oh, let me see, [ figure about twenty-three years.
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sometime around in—1I1 know we gof 1t over nome aboul the same time
you did. I was just big enough to barely remember. I was born in
47, so it would have been sSome rlace around '50, '51, or '52.
Some place around in ther, '50 or '51 probably.

Yean, T know it was., I fizure it has been about twenty-two or
three years ago.

can rememner trnem putting it in

-

shat would make 1t about right.
througn tnere.

On, we rhnought we had everything.

I'11 bet.

Just press a little button and flip a little switeh, you know, for
our lights and everything. It took a while to get used to that.

What did you do for rerrigerators before you had that?

We just done without.

Did you use ice boxes, or anything like that?

No, we never did have ice boxes and lot of times, we would tie...
Put our milk in *the well.

Put our milk in the cooker with a bail and tie it on a rope and
hang it down in a well fo keep it good and cold. The well was about
thirty-five feet deep and that milk would stay good and cold and
that was our refrigerator.

Jhat about ice cream? Did you ever make ice cream?
No, we would make snow crean.
How did you make that?

Well, we just get snow and we would beat the snow up in the cream
off of our milk, you know. 4We would skim cream off of our milk,
have a good rich milk with a lot of cream in it. And we would
sometimes take a spoon and sometimes a egg beater and beat that

up, put our flavoring and sugar in just to suit our taste, you know,
it was good.

Sounds like it would be.

It was good—1I said the other day when that snow was on that if I
was able to get out, I would get some snow and make me Some Snow
cream, 1t would taste better than the ice crean.

We have got so much pollution now though, I don't know if it would
be any good around here.

They claim—but we did that, even after we got to buying ice cream
we liked if.,

How did you make your living on the farm in those days? Mostly
what you raised, or what?

We mostly all but our sugar and soda and coffee and stuff like that.
Wwe raised our living mostly. We had our meat and our milk and our
butter and our chickens and our eggs and our hog's meat. We was
never nardly ever out of anything like that, and we raised our own
corn and wheat for corn bread and biscuits and flour, we raised,
Instead of buying beans and potatoes and everything like that, we
raised all that, always on the farm.
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Fut our beans in a sack and tnresned then.

lake 1t £o tne mill in the fall and go to tne mill the next year
and we nearly always raised cane and had molasses and our fruit.
Wwe nearly always had fruit, you Xknow. we nardly ever nad to buy
anytning like that., Never bouzat a can of tomatoes, nor peaches,
nor a glass of jelly or apple butter or anyTaing like that., Never
bought a jar of that in my li‘e when I lived on a farm.

Yeah, that has all changed now. It's gettlng now it 1s hard to do.

tti
I still like my home-made jelly and butters better than I do the
bougnten.

fhere's a world of difference in them, I'll rell you.
fhere is a big difference in everything.

And you usually took esggs in, whanever you nad to buy something,
you usually took ezgs in to buy il with?

Yes, and walk five miles to the store, take a vasket of ten or
twelve dozen eggs and bhuy up a basket full of groceries, enough to,
you know, just like going to the store here every day. We went once
a week to get it and walked many times five miles to the store and
back in time *to get our dinner or go 1n the afternoon and go in
time to get back and get supper and walked and wouldn't even be
tired. Wish I could do that now.

Yeah, wish I could dothat now.

Inere's not very many people can. But now back then, 1t didn't
seem like anytning to me. Come back and cook and maybe have all
my family maybe to cook for and part of the time have work hands
to cook for too.

Eow about canning, you did that all on your own, right?
Canning? Yes, I always done my own canning, every bit of it.
Did you ever use those stone jars? To Xeep anything in?

I don't think I ever canned any in stone Jars, but my mother used
to. That was the only kind she ever had, but now, I don'* remember

ever cannhing in stone jars., Je would use, inztead, nmy mother dried
a 1ot of staff instead of cannine it. She would dry beans and corn
and 21l kinds of things like that, where we canned it when I 2ot
old enough to be raising my family. We canned that is about the

Fime when we was canning sreen beans and thinegs like that—corn.

How do you dry corn? I know how to dry bears, but I don't know how
to dry corn.

Well, you just cut it off and spread it out and let it dry and when
you cook it, it's real good. You cut it off when it's right in its
good tender stage—and peas the same way.

Did you cook it first?
No, you just cut it off.
Grandma always did Annie.

She did? Well, I don't think I did. wWell now, I never dried very
mucn, I think I nearly always canned mine.

Why don't you tell her what an awful Job you used to have a washing.,

Yes, what about your washing?
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How you used to wasn all day on a board.

Oh yes, I never rnad a washer until after my family grew up. wWe
always washed on a board and made most of our soap that I washed
with. lMake enough soap every spring to do until the next Spring.

Boil your clothes for an hour.
Yeah, get trnem good and clean, I guess, How did you make your soap?

£
well, would take the meat Scraps and extra grease, and we would
save taat all winter until spring and then we would just get us
some lye and put all the grease in it that lye would eat up and
boil it so long. We coulé tell when it gof into socap and let it
set until 1t got coel and we would take a big butcher knife and cut
in that big kettle cross ways, this way and that way, and lift it

-

Y

A

1

out and puvt it on papers on the table in the building and let it
dry, and then I would Just sack it up and get it out as T used it.
And, it was zood soap.

Fretty rougn on hands, though, I bet,
No, 1t wasn't,

I™ wasn't?

It didn't seem to be.

I am surprised at that,

Annie, Grandma used to make it with lye.

Yeah, she used to make it with ashes, they called it a ash hopper,
you know, and fill it up with ashes and pour water in and let it
run out a liftle spout, you know, and that is the kind of lye she
had, but now, I never did it that way, I had lye in the can.

I have a recipe now cut out of a "Good 0ld Days" magazine. They
even made toilet soap and some of these days if I was able, I
would make some of that., It would be easy made and put a little
perfume in it and I would Just like to try it.

I never neard of that. I would like to give that a try too.

I cut that out of the magazine and put it away. I thought sometime
somebody might like to have that,

I might borrow that and give it a try, that sounds interesting.
Wwhy don't you?

O0f course, it wouldn't turn out for me like it would somebody else's,

Well, a fellar wouldn't have to make very much of it if you didn't
want to,

Give it a try and see.

They said it was better than any soap you can buy. They said it was
good for your complexion.

Don't guess it would ge* rid of freckles though.
If T was able, I would really ftry that out.

I might borrow that from you and give it a try. It sounds interesting.
I never neard of that. I have neard of the 1lye soap, but not the other.
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But now, tnis sounded like it would be real good soap. I will hunt
that up. I believe Avie put that some place for me., I believe it
was in my needle box. It's either in ther—1I put it some place.

Somewnere around, huh?
I'l1l find
What about your all's house that you lived in, I mean I saw later

on, but did you ever live in a log cabin or anything like that, or
was it always from the boards?

—

#ell, I was raised in a log house.
Were you?

Well, rhe nouse up there at home was a log house with just weather
board, bur now, just made out of logs.

Was 1t, underneath that? I didn't know that.

Jell now, it is. But I was raised in a log house with great big
logs. 3ome of them I expect nearly twe feet wide, notched and put
up that way.

Grandpa took a broad ax and hewed them down.
I like a log house.

Well, did you ever go to one where they were making it? What they
used to call a house raising around here?

You know, that is a real beautiful log cabin,

Is it really?

If I was a building a house, I would build it out of logs.

You would?

I would.

Dirt floor? Did you have a dirt floor or did you have the other kind
f floor in it?

No, we had —a lot of people had dirt floors, but my dad didn't, he

had a floor, and sealed on the inside with lumber and paper.

Was 1t all just one big room, or what?

For a while it was just one big room, and tren they made bedrooms
and a kitchen off and a porch and rooms between the living room and
the kitchen. You had to go across the front porch to get to the
kitchen. It was log too, and it was Just one room, and it was pretty
good sized, though.

Sometimes I used to see pictures of them, where it looked like it
was all just one big room and it looked like it would be about as
big as this room,

Three bedrooms, living room, and kitchen.
It was pretty good sized.

They had log raisings then, and put it up in just a little while.
I have heard him tell it.

Everybody would come in and help out?

Yes, everybody came and helped him. People used to do thar, you
know, helped one anotner.
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M: I was goinz to say, whar differences do you see in living ouf in
the country and in rown as far ag people helping you out?

anorner av burchering time. “hey would all help one another, and
“hen you would help trem back when they went to butcher and things
like that,

A: Every litrle thing, you know. RBu® now thnen, they would help one

(]

M: Cot a mess of meat, rignre

A: Yes, always get a mess of good fresh mear and then when the other
fellow bu“cnered, you would get you a mess ‘rom them. You know,
always,

M: It 2ll came out in the wash. I know even when I was out there, if
somebody nhad sometning in ftheir garden thar didn'* turn out,
somebody would brine them a mess of tna+ and a mess of this,
all worked out jus* f‘ine.

T+

A: It did, and people wasg real nelghborly. They would visit and 20
see one anotiner, 0f course, fhey didn't have no television, nor
no radio, or anytning like Chat; and the kids had to make their own
fun, you know. And, they really had some good times.

M: How did you pass rne time when you were a kid if you didn't have
a tv or radio or anything?

A: wWwell, I have wondered, but it seems to me +har the children were
a lot better satisfied *hen than they are today

M: What did you do, just make up your own games?

A: Yeah, make up our own games and meet aft a certain place on Sunday
and play games of all kinds, and tell tales, and I don't know,

=

M: Popped pop corn.
A: Yes, and cracked hickory nuts,

[
=

Made taffty.

A: Fad faffy pulls and things like thnat. Wle always had molasses to
make popcorn btalls and make traffy.

M: I don't know, I think there was a lot of advantages to life fthen.

A: They think its poor today, but now, it wasn't really. YWe worked, but
we got time off, wWe wasn'+ going in a run all the time.

M: I think so too, Now everybody is in sucn a rush, they have every
minute scheduled. They have got to do this anc they have got to
do that.

A: Yes, that is true. Did our own making of clorthes and everything
like that,

M: You probably even had some of your dresses made out of feed sacks.
One of the things I wanted to ask you about was a custom that...
Oh, they did it some when I was growing up out in there, but I
think it was more common tefore that time and that was sernading.
You know, whenever somebody go* married, what was that 211 about?

M: I see you have got some company, and I am aboufr out of tape on
this side anyway. So, we will pick up on it again probably tomorrow
1f thar will te all rieht with you.



(March 25, 1577)

M: We talked about some of the customs they had ou® in the country,
but one of tne customs they had was serenading, and a lot of people
aren't used "o fnat. Do you want ‘o ftell me what it was like and
what 1t was 2ll abou-?

A: Well, let me see now...Is it rurned on? Well, a whole crowd would
come in ftrne first night affer you was married with cow bells and

cans and serenade the newlyweds. And, tne more noise vou made,

the better 1" suired them. I suppose tha* goes on yet.

row did thev zet you to go home after you made 21l of *hat racket?

A: dell, tre rewly weds would come to the door and kiss and fthen rhey
would guier down, but sometimes they would let them make an aw‘ul
lot of noise before they would come to *re door and kiss,

M: Sometimes did fthey... they usually had to =-reaf you before you
would go nome didn't they? Some candy or scmething?

A: Yes, most of the time, had candy and cookies. Host of +the time
candy, you know, and cigars and things like that. That was about
all there was to that, it was for me.

—
=i
.e

What did the young people do at the serenade, did they play games?

A: Yes, they did, they played sames after *the serenade for an hour
or two. Most of the time outside if it was pretty, or inside I
reckon it it wasn't, but now, they did play games.

M: Like "Four in fthe Boat" and what's that ofher one? "Skip to my Lou"

A: I don't know what all. Now, at my serenade, they didn't play games,
They just falked for a while. But now they do play games. I know
they did when Jeanie and Arnold was married.

M: What about... Did they ever have showers ‘or girls out in the
country when they got married like they do here in town?

At No, they didn't ever. We never even thought of such things. Never
nad any showers until just the last several years tney have had
them, but they didn't used to. Or baby showers either,

M: I guess everybody, probably the neignbors just handed their stuff
around.

A: Wnat?

M: I said, probably the neighbors just handed their stuff around *+o
one another—hand me downs.

A: Yeah, they did more then than when they had the real showers. When
somebody had out-growed their clothes they would give them to *+he
new baby. They did that, bu:t no showers.

M: What about the way you dressed when you were let's say maybe in
grade school. Fow did you all dress then?

A Well, it was mostly home made dresses, 1t was the only kind we had.
My mother always made my clothes, and I made my childrens clothes
£ill they got pretty good sized 1little children.

M: Did you ever wear those bloomer typve things?

A: Yes, I wore bloomers a lot and midi blouses and well, I just don't
know too much about that, They nearly all dressed pretty much alike.
There wasn'® very many that had anyrtning fancy.

fiodbat was fnls you were telline me the other day abou* not having
bools wnen you were a kid?
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Yes, I waz surprised. I didn'=z twiak tha® could be done. I have
worriad an awful lof abou~ them frips to the moon and bdack, for I
didn't think ftnat could be done, bur it was and I don't reckon they
1ost any men did we?

No, just one time, and that was here on eart”., You know, whenaver
hat rocket buraed or whatever,
Trnat fnere was some hing Thas surprised m2. I doa'ht pretend o

_{1(

nnderstand a; 11 don'7 know much abour tha-,

I find it hard to beliave s5%ill vet too, so don't feel bad.
But I guess if rzally-—lhey nhave been ftnere too many times for it

Ch, yean, 1t 13 hard fto think about really, or i* is for me, even.
An

didn't vhink anyoody was ever supvose to explore the moon,

They are golag to try to go further and ftry o go to iars now, and
™

What about 4Jorld sar I and II, do you remember very much about
them or how they affected the people around you?

Wwell, they both affected me in a way, because I had been married...
dell, anyhow, I had two little cnildren. Johnny was born the year
that WWl started and Jessie was just a li:t=le boy. I was really
afraid they would take Robert, but they didn't., We had two
children, but now if it had went on much longer, he would have had
to have went. But, of course, I will never forget World War IT,
because Jessle and Johnny both went clear through that. Thank God,
they came back home safe and sound. Of course, I can't tell, I
know a lot of trelr experiences that they have told, but I
couldn't tell them.

Ahat about your way of life at home, did it affect anything?

We worked harder than we had ever worked in our lives. The ones
that was left at home. We raised everythine we could raise to feed.
Well, we wanted to know that they had plenty to eat where they
were and done without a lot of things a“ homs to let things be

sent over fthere fto them, to our boys overseas, and we at honme
really worked harder than we had ever worked in our lives, [ tnink.

How did they work that? Did fhey send your thinags to a surplus
place?

They was supposed to, I suppose they did. And, you see, we were
rationed on sugar, and coffee and shoes and everything; and a

lot of things we done without willingly so that we could have more
to send to our boys overseas.

You know, I really don't talk to too many peovls that went through
both of those to see what kind of a sacrifice it was. I guess a
person has to go through it to really understand.

Absolutely, and then you couldn't describe the worry and uneasyness
and I never prayed as hard in my life as all the years they was

gone. Our boys was over tnere, and T still thank God for taking
care of them amd brinzing them back home fto us.

Did you esver think that the United States might lose that war?
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Mo, [ didn't ever tnhnink that,
You always *thought they would win, huh?
I always ‘elt like they would win.

0t courses, | think thar is a tasic American assumption that they
would win.

[ had faith that they would win that war.

How 200Ut fhe depression? In ways, did you sacrifice more ftnen or
ng the war? Did that affect you wery much since you lived out

No, not really, no:t too bad. You know, on the farm that way 1t dida't.

I thouznt 17 was mostly people in town tha got the full effect of
it.

lore so0, I figure.

That 1s wnat I thought. I didn't know on thart either, buft I have
neard various people talk about living through the depression,.

On the farm, we still had plenty to ea* and everything like that,
We raised a lot to sell and things like that—helped feed the
nation.

How about—out in the counftry, I know it used to be different on
doctoring and so on, but if anybody passed away, how did they
usually take care of 1t? Did they bring them in to the undertakers
like we have now?

No, it was taken care of in the home. ‘hey kept them in the home.
For a few years before they got to taking them to the undertakers,
fhey would come fto your home and then they got so that they always
come and gof thnem and took them to the undertaksrs; but thev didn't
used to do that.

And the peopls in the family, would take care of them?

No, the neighbors. Friends would stay through the night and the
corpse was sef up, and somstimes they would sing good religious
songs, and sometimes they would Just sit and talk, but it was not
like 1t 1s now.

No, totally different now. What about the grave, it was always
taken care of by other peopel?

Always, and it is yet, you know, a good bit out around home there,
But now lots ot people—1lots of cemeteries—they have someone to
dig the grave.

Yeah, special ones.

: But now so far in my, in all my family and relatives, the friends
dug tne grave. I don't know how long that will g0 on though, because
people is a changing all the tinme.

: Yes, I think so, some ways good and in sone ways not so zood.,

Seem like in so many ways. It won't be long before everybody will
have to hire somebody to dig their grave and take care of trat,

How abouf, out in that area in particular, like when your grand
children were growing up, how did they earn their money, most of
them? If they wanted a lit-le bit o‘ money 6r the Tourth of July.
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ell, they used %o jus~ work and save every venny for the Tourth
of July. Oh, they thouzht they was sesing sichts,

iow long nasz rtnis Fourtn of July been going on down here?

dell, let me see, u_llls. I can't tell vou 10w long. It has been
Dpvmvxl J,ars. but I just don'® remember. I used to come pretty
regular, bur then it @@PmoA I didn't care anyfthing about it.
eemed ll{e 17 you seen i+, you were sseiny tne same thing over.

3
I just wondered how thev oot started.

[ don't know now that got started.

It is guite a tradition around %ere I mean, you know, [ know if
is to celebrate the ¥ourth, I just wondered how it ot started
SO0 big in Tais particular area.

They claimed last year thers was more people than the
been, and they are already preparing for it azain fthis
t

Yes, I think they begin as soon as it is over. Then
Crafts Fair,

I haven't been fthere for ten years or more, since I have been
there, maybe longer than tha+*.

I just wondered if you could remember when they first started
having it around here and how it got so big.

hat was when I used to think i+ was wonderful, but after I cone
a few times, it seemed like T would Just rather stay at home.

Jell, the charm wears off after while. What about the Sunday schools
out in the country. You probably haven't been able to go to any
of Tne churcres here in town to really compare them.

I like the old country 3Sunday school meetings. It didn't get too
bad to go to the Sunday school and meetings and prayer meetings.
Between the revivals and sucn as that, we mostly always had
sonething going on at the church, bu: now I don't know of a churcn—
or very many churches—out in the country around home *thar is—
well, there are too, at Harmony and Wolf Camp, I guess, but White
Pine and Falling water and places where [ used to go fo church—
the churches are just gone nearly., Them *wo churches are just about
gone. It is a prefty sad thing to think abou* really.

How about your preacher when you were lirtle, did they have just
a local preacher or somebody that came in or how did they work 1i+?

They usually had a, you know, a certain preacher for each church,
or I mean of course they would....
They had a circuit.

Yeah, but they would be just the one preacher and sometimes some
more would come in jus* to help ou®, bu: they payed just that one
preacher. I suppose they do that yer,

I don't know how it works, I think each church does it different,
I think that ou: in there most of rhe preachers do still have four
or five churches, and each 3unday they 2o to a different one or
something like that. Did you always have pretty good attendance?
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Nnat?
Did you nave pretty good atrendance out in frere?
Un yes, everybody went “or miles and miles.

That was about tie onl
0

n way they had of getfing fogether, I mean
really, to see everyb
A

¥
dy?
Yes, it was really. And they would go for miles to attend a big
meeting. “here would be so many sometimes *he church wouldn't
nold them all and there was so many more people then in the

country fhan *“here is now and they all liked to go to church.
Cut in that area in particular, it has really changed. There are
Jus® s0 many nouses that are emprty now. I don't know if people
moved out because they thought it was more convenient in town or
tney just can't make a living tnere or wrart.
I think they could nave made a living mos:t of them, as the ones

. J E “ v = B
tnat stay have made a good living I know that. Until they got old
like me and nad to leave.
Oh, well...

If I was able to tend a garden, I would be ou: home tnhere yet.

I don't know wny everybody moved out, I don't know if it was because

1t was so hard to get the kids out to school or what.
But they enjoyed it, didn't they?

Oh, yeah, I think tney enjoyed it all rignrzt,

They did, and nardly ever missed a day of school.

I think you usually find your better attendance from country kids.
You know, as a rule. Sometimes there is exceptions. You know, they
used to have out at school pie socials. Did they have those when
you were going to school?

Yes, they had a lot of then.

And wnat did trey do in order to raise money? Do you remember
some of the things they would do?

They would buy some extra books or buy something for the school—
something they needed, you know. Of course “ney didn't make very
much, things didn't sell very high; buf a little bit of money went
a long ways then and they would buy things for the school that
they all wanted and needed. They used to nave literary in schools,
you know, a long time ago and they would take up a subject and one
would argue one way and one annther, you know, and that was pretty
interesting.

What was that called? Literary?

Literary

I think that is what we call debate, but I never heard it called
literary.

wWwhat do you call it now?

Debate. I suppose you won all of those.

And then you know how we used *o have spelling bees and different
schools would meet and see who could ouf-spell the others, and who

could spell the longest and rhings like that; have aritnmetic
races and...
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Geography races. And some o! tnem used to ge” together and play
eacn ofhner or! in ball games.

Yean, I don't know too much abourt that,.

Well, we used to do that quite a bit. Je used to go out once a
year, you know, whenever trney was making molasses. The fteacher would

usually take us out and le: us what they called sop molasses. We
used to nave a big time with tnat.

Well, Millie, when I was a lit-le girl going to school in the fall
0% the year. You know, instead of bringing their cattle to cattle
sales like zipley and Spencer and different places you know,
somebody would come around fhere and buy up all the cattle they

nad to sell and then tney would take them out and Just drive tnem
and we nave set—the teacner wnen fhey would be passing our school—
the teacher would take us out and ler us—sometimes trey would be
an nour in vassing the school house in drovas of cattle.

Jell, I'll be, I never knew that.
Well, they did. I wish I had a plcture of tnat.

So they would drive them all, one person would buy fthem all, a
cattle buyer or something.

Yes, somebody would come through and buy them all. It was just
surprising how many would go out of the counrtry every fall that
way you kKnow.

I never heard alout® that, thar ia dif

I'1l never forget tha®, we always got out and the teacher would always
g0 out with us and we would sit up on the bank and watch the cattle
p,QQQ

DS o

That sounds like the west and the cowteys, you know, rounding up
all the catrle.

They used to buy tu

urkeys, you know, somebody would buy turkeys and
drive them toc marke*

You mean you can drive turkeys?

You can drive rturkeys, and now that was real, for they have roosted
them a time or two up home. Robert used to buy the turkeys that

way you know. Hundreds and hundreds of them and wnen it gets so
late you have to let them to g0 roost, you know, they won't go any
further.

That is a new one to me, I hadn't heard of driving turkeys.

They'd go for miles and miles to buy turkeys and drive them to
market,

That 1s really something, I hadn't heard of that one. What about
Thanksgiving, was it a big event in those days?

Yes, seemed to me like more then than it is now., I mean, in a way
it's different. I don't know, we always thought Thanksgiving was
something svpecial, really special.

Did you have the whole faily in for a feast?
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Fumpkin pies and all kinds of thirgs in —turkey or whatever.
vometning fnaft was really good, you know, we fthought for
Thankspiving dinner. Seemed like we always nrad sometrning to be
thankful for.

And tne nomecomings out in tne country, of course, some churches
still have them, obut like down at White and so on, did those go
on wnen you were a kid too?

No. No, not when I was little.
They didn't? Is that sort of something new for that area?

'nat began after [ grew up and was a woman. I don't remember

ever having any nomecomings. They would have dedications wnen they
nad a new church, or something like that. They would have a big
dedication day to dedicate the church. I can remember them when

[ wan't too big. #ven the White Pine Crurcr., now I can dimly
remember wnen that was dedicated—I was awfully little,

Don't remember what year? I have seen it above thedoor.

I don't remember, it would tell it on the cnurcn, but I can't
remember.

I can't place it either. Now Aplin was 189C something, wasn't it?
Or, eighty something.

I was born in 1893 and I was real small, but I can dimly remember
that dedicaticn and Aplin Church, I remember it well.

I can't place the White Pine, but I know it wasn't too—about a
hundred years or some place along in there., Well, it couldn't be
that old; it would be about seventy-five, I guess.

I remember when Aplin and Fairview and them churches was dedicated,
Now Falling Water Church andwWhite Pine Church I can dimly remember
the Wnite Pine Church, but can't the Talling Water Church. It has
been there ever since I was big enough to remember.

Wwhat about—1I dont't know, maybe you don't know anything about this,
but you know, now, when people get a little bit insane, they put

them in an assylum or some place; but in those days, did they have
asylums for people?

They must have, but I never knew anybody that went there then, when
I was growing up; but I suppose they had asylums. State hospitals
they call them now. But most of the time, when anybody lost their
mind, they kept them in the home.

That was what I wondered.

And old people's homes, there never was anything like that, like
they send them now, to rest homes and things like that. The family
always took care of their parents, never sent them like they do now,
in their homes.

What dc you think has brought that change about? Everybody working
now, or what?

What?

I said, what do you think has brougnt that change about in starting
that old folk's home.

Well, I don't know. Sometimes it might be ok, but sometimes I don't
know. I never read too much atout fhem or knowed anybedy that was
in them. They might be ok.
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1 was just wondering. I guess 1t 1s Dbecause reople are working now,
and they can't take care of then.

I suess that is 1it.

Where it used o be that womern were in the nome, and now about 907«
of *the women I know hold =z job of some kind

Phey are, that's true. And, just seem like they would rather help
pay for somebody else to take care cf thelr prarents or grandparents
as to try fto take care o theirsel?’.

I have no-iced that tendency a little bit. What do you think of
women workine? Do you think that is good or what?

ir enildren 1s little, their

tne childrer is all

by n i

think *tnat, I couldn't have
g

right; buft I tihi
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nouzh to look after theirself,
e

3 in the home. I always wil
done my work and left my children
1

-

with somebody. I wanted to raise
tnem and look after them myself. Seem to me that was what I was for.
I wanted to take care of them mysel?f. I even hated to leave then

long enough to zo to the store.

T have even heard some wom2n say that they can't walt to go back
to work to get away from their kids.

I know it, but now I never did feel that way, Millie.
Well, you shouldn't.

That satisfied me and seem the happies time in my life. They never
run me crazy.

Eow many children did you have?

Four—three sons and one daughter.

That was what I was fthinking. And how many was in your family
whenever you were a girl?

Well now, there was eleven children born, but there was two died
before I was born and two younger than me. Two older and two
younger. They died you know, when I was a little girl and before
I was born. Two older than me and two younger than Ava.

Jhat about—you notice now people seem to be having smaller families
than they used to have. Do you think this makes families closer
or were they closer when they had the larger families?

Wwell, I don't know. That is just something I couldn't answer.

I don"t know. We was @ﬁppy and there was a big family of us. And,
we cnildren at home, we always had good times, fight sometimes,
but that is part of growing up.

Wouldn't be natural.

Absolutely, but I do think that people ought to have more than
one child. I really de, I think they are all happler.

I think so. One child gets kind of lonely sometimes and gets
kind of spoilled.

And they see a lonesome life in a way.
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Yes, I think so. Of course, now, it isn't very practical for
people to have ten kids or eleven kids.

Jut, you know, sometimes that is all right and sometimes it isn't.
You know, it all depends. If they are able to take care of thenm

and feed tnem right and teach them right, educate them, and things
like fnat., Of course, years ago education wasn't as important then

as it 1is now to peopel. It didn't seem like.

Mo, I Taink that has come lately. Well, when many people started
wanting Jjobs, when they started moving in.

Now, 1f they don't have a lot of schooling and a good education,
they can't get a good job. And, a lot of them has got and can't
get 1t anyway.
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