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14A The Charleston Gazette Monday. December 81975

- Dad Patted Séat
“Once Too Often,
Wood Man Recalls

By John G. Morgan
. Staff Writer

This is another in a series of Amrm about pvr(um- interviewed for the
“Qral Historv of Appalachia.” a Marshall University project to capture
the special flavor of life among the hills during earlier timesx,

“My dad patted the seat of my pants” of clothes. and he got them damn clothes
once too often.’ says Lawrence Purdy S home and they wasn't worth a cuss.”
®

merville. 93. e
That's why Somerville ran off and joined HE REMEMBERS the “‘grubbins,” the’ i
the Army at the age of 14. clearmg of the land: : L. P. Somervil
**Me and my dad couldn't agree on ever- “Well. a man had to have a maftock to : Once Too Often

vthing.”" he adds. "I cut corn one day, all ~ grub with and an ax, and all the neighbors

day. and he stayed at the house. He wasn't ~ would come in, and they would kill a sheep

broke out with the heats when it cometo and have mutton.

work. “And they would grub out maybe eight

. t'Now he would take care of his sheep, or 10 acres for you and pile the brush. All

build a fence and do 4 little grubbin’, but  .you had Lo do was set it afire, and you had ¥ ™

that was about it. So I cut corn this day, it clean.”

and I come home for prper and washed - During his long life Somerville has been ~

up and shaved. : a general store operator, farmer, automo- T

: ] don't know why I shaved, because bile dealer and home builder. He has

there was nothing on my face but dirt, but ~ worked for a savings and loan company

he didn't say a word, and after supper I  and a steel mill in Parkersburg. He retired

went down to get my horse—I owned my- 23 years ago at the age of 70.

horse He was married March 16, 1901, to Maud

“And he said. ‘Where do you think you'-  Dowler. his boyhood sweetheart. She lived

re going?” Well, I'm going over to Medina  until Dec. 5. 1960. He is the father of five

o see a girl. And he said, ‘You're not  children: Berl, Fred. Margaret, Robert

going to go. Just take that saddle off that and Eugene.

horae and I'm going to punish you . An interview with Somerville was taped

I took the saddle off the horse and for filing in the James E. Morrow Library
tumed the horse loose . . . I went to Par-  at Marshall University. It was conducted
kersburg and enhsled in the Army."” by Lee Anne Somerville Norcross, his
granddaughter.,

: SOMERVILLE, now a resident of Vien-
yexs-na, Wood County, tells some interesting
4 tories about his military career, includ-" 4
ng, semce durmg the Spamsh American

Aﬁ membe of occupatlonal torcos
““in the Philippines, he served with a mount- -
ted detachment that was ambushed
many mes by lrlbameq-'meldmg bolo
kmu,@ shooting poison, darts. :
‘. One My a victim of a poison dart,’
! ‘_was killed within 10 feet of Somerville.’
"‘Two others. one with his head almost -
“‘chopped off, died of bolo knife wounds.
.What did he do when he returned from® "
the Army at the age of almost 18?

leeslone Ridge in Jackson County Nov. ™ [
18. 1882. He is a son of the late SamuefK.
+Somerville, sheep farmer, surveyor and’
schoolteacher who served in the legisla.

rRygperrg ot

s
e o e S e At e Rt

members some of the (eachera.
s *'In the first place it was a woma!
~ teacher named Alma Spears. And the next .
4~ place was Doc Gott He d.go to sleepdure. i
; ing school hours. . Yot o bane

“And the next pIace wns Joe Woodall,
" He'd go to sleep. Then Jake Toncrey went
. there to teach, anuncle of mme He licked -.

T

me about twice." . i
Somerville got his’ flrst suit at the age "
" of 12 or 13.

“*'Yes, dad "had six bushels of .dried i
‘peaches. and he took them up to the store
and traded them dried peaches for a suit
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Spee Trarlie (¥uson) weni te schooltind wrea ha not out of scheool why he
Look it over (relped word in the store after school).

tho was Charlie? “rariie Mason's boy -- he married Alice (Alice Comerville,

sister), And they run that store till I was workin’&t the steel mill and
dad wanted me to auit the mill, he said it was too hard on me. But, it
wasn't, T was drinkin pretty good whiskey then and I was gettin along good.
He finally rsot me in the notion and I went out and bought the Garfield
store off Charlie lMason and his bréther George. He lived right up in back
in a little place. He had the old Mason farm,

SPACE ¢

How many brothers and sisters did you have?

Well, let's see, I'll have to count them. One sister, What wac her name?

Alice and me and Glen and Jarl, That's the boys, you got the girl.

“lhere did you live when you were a boy? I lived up on Limestone Ridge

with my dad when I was a boy.

What did vour father do at that time? Kept sheep.

Did he make a good liviﬁg with the sheen? lle made enough money to pay for

the farm, And when he loaned money to the neighbors down there he never
took a note, just wrote it up on the wall and they'd come and pay us when-
ever it was due,

tlhat other animals did you have? Oh, we had cows, horses, hogs, turkeys

and chickens. No ducks.

How did you take care of the livestock? Well, we had é big barn and we'd

run the cattle in there and then we had a big raft of thrash. Ue'd put
a bunch of timbers down on the end and put rods across that and pﬁt the
thrash of straw right on tor of that and down one side and one end and
left the other end open and the other side open and the cattle would run

in there all winter. The horses was in the barn and the sheep, we had



Fage 3
rlaces for them, two or threz sheep house:,

“lnat_was your house like? The house we lived in out therzwas the only house,

no, there was one more -- Doc Casto's house at Rockport -- and that house
up there was plastered. The only two plastered houses in that whole

country.

How many rooms? Well, let's see, The kitchen, dining room, front room

and parlor and a bedroom dovmstairs, Upstairs just half of that house was

one bedroom and half in another.

Where did you sleep? I slept upstairs,

What kind of bathroom did vou have? Didn't have no such a thing, If you

had to take a bath, now we had atank up there and a pipe running down off‘
of that and when you would work and get sweaty and dusty, you just turned
mthat hose on. One feller would hold it and wash you off, Then you done
the same thing for the other feller. Wasn't a bathroom in that whole

country. Didn't know what a bathroom was.

What kind of kitchen did vour mother have? Had akitchen where she cooked,

It was bigger than this room , and longer, She cooked over here, the table

wWas ~wer here and over there was a door into the front room. Then back over
here was a door to the pantry, Had a pantry along the side and the stairway

upstairs,

What kind of cookstove did she have? Well sir, they had a coockstove that

grandad Campbell paid $85.00 for, way back in them days. A wrought iron
§toyg?‘wouldnjt rust out, wouldn't burp_put.' And they had that stove and
when dad moved up there he took it out and they bought a new stove and
they bought a new stove cauce it was pretty old and he (grandad) was

afraid of fire anyway. It was a stove that the Sheppard boy -- two

Sheppard boys was the agents for them and they wen+ down south and sold



the stoves for {:100.00.

What did you burn in them? Wood,

Where did you get the wood? Off the farm,

Who got to do that? Why, us kids and I and the hired man Vark Kittle, who

used to work for us. l!Me and him would saw wood. Dad and me would saw wood,

Did vou help with the gardening? Mother done most of the gardening. She

wouldn't let me help with it, Dad plowed it and had it ready and she
vlanted the biggest part of it. Me and dad planted sweet potatoes. He
made ridges outside the garden because we didn't want sweet potatoes in
our garden, If you did, when you went to dig you had so many viq?s you
throwed it over on the other stuff.

What did your mother grow in her garden? Well, she raised strawberries and

radishes, limas, and turnips, stuff like that, She had a lot of strawberies,

Did she ever have flowers? Flowers in the front yard. We had a big yard.

There was two long cedar trees that growed up straight, not very big around
but 10 to 15 feet high. They was cut down. Palmer got that and cut a big
maple tree down that was out in the yard and made the finest shade in the
wcrld and cut all that stuff down.

What else did your father do? Well, he surveyed and he taught school.

Where did he teach school? Down at the school on Lockhart Fork and he

walked seven miles ovef there and seven back home, taught school, three
months was all they had, for $80,00, I said, "Dad, what in the name of
God did you do that for"? And he said, "Well, you couldn't pay your taxes
with sheep or anything you had to have ﬁhe money to pay téxes so I taught
school and got that money to pay my taxes", He preached some after he got
older. See after he got up in rears he got anul nervous and he got so he

didn't farm anymore. I said I was old enough to take over. And he diddt
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anymore after 1 came back from the Army. T run off and went to the army.

How much schooling did you have? Well, I was seven years old when 1 went

to school.

Where? Right down on my Dad's farm on Mercer Fork, We just lived up on
the hill, Dad gave them the ground and they built the schoolhouse. The
only school house out there yet.

How big? Oh, just one room. Pretty good size, And al} the schoolhouses

built in them days they had about Ealf of it a flat floor and then back

toward the back they used to raise the floor up so the teacher up in front
could see every scholar in the house, A great big stove about that large
that you could put wood in kept it fair warm.

How many students? Well, I'd say not over 50, Cause a lot of people

didn't come to school in those days. I was seven years old when I went
and Alice was pretty near nine. We went to school and afterwards Glen
growed up and he went and Earl went to school. I'm not really sure, yes,
they both went to school there.

Do vou remember who your teacher was? Jake Toncrey was a teacher once.

In the first place it was a woman teacher named Alma Spears., And the next
EléSEN§?§HD°?_GOtt' He'd go to sleep during school hours. ind the next
..place was Joe Woodall, He'd go to sleep, Then Jake Toncrey went there

to teach, an uncle of mine, He licked me about twice.

How long did you stay in school? I stayed in school until I was 14 years

old,

hen what did vou do? Joined the army.

At fourteen? 14 years old., I told them I was 18, but I wasn't.

Did vou gc to church? e had a hewn-log church, It was the old ialnut
P " @ .

Grove United Brethern Church., DRight down on -- Dad give them a rieze of



arn 6
rround to tuild a charer on. Hoim-lor oourer, T oab vman tne [irct ehureh
over went to, LL.en T come buck from the zrmy thev had tore it dowm and

caved the lope ur into lumber ond built a chureh ur on the ridge but no-
bedy ever went there, At the old lalnut Grove church they had pretty
much of a crowd but they wanted to get it up on the hill and they would
be by theirseives, That church ic standin there vet, Joe Davis wac
the minister, His onc arm -- left arm was shot off.

ow did he lose hiz arm? Civil dar

intd he was the nreacher? Can rou remember anvthines about him? Yes, 1

rcmember that stubbed arm., If he had a book in his hand he woul® put it

lovm opn there and clamc down on it to hold it., That's about all I knowr
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about him, He come to our place a lot of times. BHe

9
i

lived out on Limestone

trhet lived dowm toward Elizabetr,

et did vou do for cloirine? I sold suits at the stere., Mother made
(later®

themn,

what frem?  Tell, out of what they call —= warm'y uazercroof stuff but

it was good and warm. 7 used tc know the nam» ol it nui ! can't think

of it anymore,

Did she make wvour clothes too? VYes, at that time ' =y wain't no -~ a man

Bod to ro to Ravengwoos to buy a sult of clethes,

Yot often did you po 1o tow? Ve never went to town., Only in ray taxes.

Jeedidn't have ne bucisess doun Lhere. Ve had a counury store where thes

; e ehal e e €01 ~- Tants *othel was what men wora, and the wids,

molhier made tielr ciounes, ca gucnoer whnen I was, . was aboul 1< or

13 ¥edars oid was Lo TiPd. £.i. O cLouiies 1 ever naa,
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|>:,L,"‘w t
cnd onn kent abt Droper, culting, Miow ogrn, o iz & e b eobhear wr Gl
= out and stenl some chiclens “nd have o chicien ronot, [ you cuvsoes
are afraic, 111 en and rebl the chickens," Uraper said, "l ro ahead",

"You sct a date you want Lo fo'f,  And he(tiest) told them, "iow Sam Jomervilie
hnz rot mere chickens shan anyoody else and easier to get at." Clo Drape
went up and told dad, "You and Jim Barnes (who had a club feoot and worked
with dad) go out -and cut a bunch of good hickory walitn (whips) and we'll

comz and tell vou when we are coming urn and vou fel cuv vhere by that olc
¢ house and let fhem ret in the chicken housc and you can go out there
~nd just whip them to death, Draper Cherrard set it a1l ur and he said,

>

nTt1] come up and tell you". fnd, he did, Ther were foing to let them

cet into the chicken house firct, nd they went over there and daa was

im, vou've got a ciub foot and you

in “he chicken house and he caid, "MNow

+

can't run as fast as I can so rou stand back about ten or twenty feet and

7111 catch him up here end I'1l whip him as long as 1 can keep up with him

h

and then you commence on him", Ve had a pasture right up there. This was

¥

on & ridge :ou knﬁw an” it wes 50 feeb wide ond there was an old bull cover
there in the field and he came ocut there and jumped over the fence and
jumned right in with the bul!l and he tock out and he wasz running and the
bull wes running too. He came over to the mill the next day and dad was
e11in it to another fellow and the fellow said he would have given a

dollar bill to have been there to see that old bull run after him,

What was a dry house? A dry house is a little building, I'd say about

eight or ten feet long and about six feet wide and you put a.stove in there

right in the middle of it and on the sides you have racks and you put yor

peaches -- you dry a peach with the pealing on =- and you half them and
toke the seed out and lay them up in there and have a fire in the stove

and in three or four days they dry. Maybe a little longer. And they'll



keer, T've seen mother have them two or three yearc.

what else did thev put in there? Uell, there was something else, beans,

they used to dry a lot of beans. They'd string them -- leave them in the

pods and string them and dry the beans.

what other buildings did vou have on your farm? The barn, the dry house,

chicken house, the house we 1ived in and the hog pen and two sheep houses,

How did vou get vour water? Wlell, we had springs. te had a well and a

cistern both at the house. That country out there wasn't all cleared up
and you could always find a good srping that would never go dry. About
ten feet from the top of the hill the water would come out., Hag one by
the barn, and one in the pasture field,. Then we had what they called a
blue grass field down to the creek and we had plenty of water. |

How long did vour father keeoc this farm? We ... I must have been about

15-or 16 years old because T was 14 when I went to the army and he left

before I got back.

"here did he go then? He bought the John P, Campbell farm at Garfield.

That was mother's dad -- John P

Whai kind of farm was it? It was a dern good farm. A sheep farm., All

that country out there was good meadow for sheep cause cattle going
around the hillside and sliding dovm just plowed the grass oﬁt. Then

the sheep would get up on the higher ridge and sleep for the night and the
manure would be there and the rain would come and wash it down over the

banks and you didn't have to haul it out.

What kind of house did you have at that place? A big kitchen'to cook in

and use as a dining room and a big pantry on one side, A big sitting

room and a big parlor and another room off to the side, Upstairs there

were two big rooms u there.
g
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Just like the other onc only larrer? Yes,

wWhat kinds of crops did you raise there? Corn, wheat, oats,

What livestock did you have? Well, mostly all sheep. We had cows,

We always kept two or three cows and calves, Dad wouldn't sell calves
for veal. He said leave it out there on the grass and in a couple of
years it would make you ten dollars more. He never sold a calf.

Ve used to have grubbins., What was that? Well, a man had to have a

mattock to grub with and an axe and all the neighbors would come in and
they would kill a sheep and have mutton. And they would grub out maybe
eight or ten acres for you and pile the brush, All you had to do was se&

it afire and had it clean. Was this kind of like a party? Yes, farmers

would trade work, Now every man that came in there was poor. He always
~"ﬁad a house full of kids, So they would rent a piece of ground in the
woodé off a farmer then go in there and have a grubbin, and clean that
out and raise a crop of tobacco and a crop of wheat or oats. They took

three crops off it and didn't charge the farmer anything for cleaning

it up.” He got his farm cleared free of charge that way, And then they

wonld 2o that for another one? Yes, They were generally real poor

people and they would come in and rent a piece of ground and clean it up
for three crops off it. They didn't have the money to do it so they just

had a grubbin,

Why were there only three crops on it? It usually took a crop or two

of corn and one of wheat and then sow 1t with grass,

Why was that? Well, the idea was to get your grass, Get the ground

sodded up for pasture. You killed a lot of the sprouts so you wouldn't

be bothered with them,

oo . . . 3

Wlhvwr 383 -~ 3 I B - N 3o % . \ - =
Vhe did vou run ~f A0 Soin boe arme? roaad- mrhted the seal of iy rants
o

onz2 to often,
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So you ran off to the army? Me and my dad couldn't agreec on everything.

I cut corn one day, all day, and he stayed at the house, He wasn't broke
out with the heats when it come to work., Now, he would take care of his
sheep, build a fence and do a little grubbin but that was about it. So

I cut corn this day and he stayed at the house and I come home for supper
and washed up and shaved -- I don't know why I shaved because there was
nothing on my face but dirt -- and he didn't say a word and after supper
I went down to get my horse -- I owned my own horse, and he said, "Where
do you think you're going?" Well, I'm going over to Medina to see a girl,
And he said, "You're not going to go, just take that saddle off that
horse and I'm going to punish you for disobeying me." I took the saddle
off the horse, and turned the horse loose,

Where did you go? I went to Parkersburg and enlisted in the army and they

sent me up to Wheeling and I was up there ten days in a hotel then to
Camp Meade, Penna. just below Harrisburg,
Space

Where did you go after that? We went to target practice up in the mountains

in Pennsylvania, space
We went then to New York., Took a ship there -- transport -- ,

Where did you go then? Went across the Atlantic Ocean to Gibralter to

Malta in the Mediterranean and crossed the Mediterranean to Port Said.
From there we went through the Suez Canal, clear on down to the Red Sea
and there we saw where the pilgrims crossed over to the other side.

In the Bible? Yes, we had an interpreter who had that all down by heart

and he explained it all to us, The ship was going real slow to give us
a chance to see, The Mediterranean Sea, the Red Sea then the Chinese
Sea and we got on dowm to Singapore, that was a Chinese place, e had to

take on coal there, We were three days taking on coal. They carried
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it on in bipg baskets, They came up to zbout your shoulder and they put
2 pole through the two handles on it and one man got each end of it and
they carried it full. It would be six or eight bushels of coal. Up the

gangplank and up on the deck and pour it down through and it went down
to the bottom of the ship, We went back in the China Sea again and that

took us down to Manilla, We went up in the port there. There were a lot

them they just run ashore, rather than see them destroyed.

How long were vou in the Fhillinines? I was in the Phillipines for two
&

vears,

How o0ld were vou when you got back? I was close to 18 years old.

vhat did you do when you came back? I went to see my girl,

I stayed over in Rockport three or four days to rest up. I had been
wore out on the ship and shucked around and I just wanted to rest. .ind
I run across a fellow that T knew from up at Palestine, and he said,
"How long you gonna be in town?" And I said, "Well, I'm going to have
some fun, I ain't had any since the last time I saw you," "Oh," he
said, "It wasn't that bad was it?" Bad enough., We walked 96 miles once,
up & hill and ﬁhe Captain said, "By God, we're not going to wélk back

f Uncle Sam wants us dovm “here he can furnich u

3

& rice down

bdeo
]

down,

And w2 stayed un there o wesk and trey finally rot a bun

@]

noof Fhillivine

ronies and we rode back dovn.

Co vou were tired of mllin~?  Oh, our feet was Llesdin~. You'd wade

every dern creek or river you come to and you got water in your shocsg

and -sznd in your shoes and it just cub the hide off, - L

i



Follow

Following the war

Dowier

(o5

an

to Beechwood, near Parkersburg, to work in

here and worked for four vears in

=
39

a mill.
steel mill

with his father about one more vear,

He left his fam

duty, lr, Somerville came back home and married

H

153

pace

e then moved

RS
Ay
B

in Younsotovn, Ohio,

~After this, he went to Garfield and bought a general ctore which he
colc to Jim Kittle, a cousin, and then he bourht 2 store at Leroy
with hig uprother Glen., He sold thz lLercy =tore and went tc Wavansuocod
and went into the automobile nuninesc. e lost this business in tine
dernracsion and again farmed and did corpentry work.

L 4
Around 1950 he moved to Pareorocours were e continucd to build houses

carventry work. Uvon retl

wnere he o%ill resides.,

rement, ne moved to Viennz, .,
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