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Stage Combat Workshop at LA Tech

The fourteenth annual SAFD sanctioned Stage Combat Workshop at Louisiana Tech University was a huge
success. Traditionally held on Easter Weekend and sponsored by FD / Theatre faculty member Mark “Rat”
Guinn and the Tech Theatre Players the “Crawfish Boil” as the workshop is affectionately referred to con-
vened on the campus of Louisiana Tech in Ruston, Louisiana.

For two days, fifty students, mostly from the south east were treated to classes in everything from basic falls,
intermediate broadsword, single rapier, sword & shield, silat, double stick, whip cracking, quarterstaff, kung
fu single sword, rapier and dagger, knife fighting, competition fencing, transmogrification, body mapping and
advanced small sword techniques.

On hand to provide expert instruction together with Mr. Guinn were old vets FM Michael G. Chin, FDs k.
Jenny Jones, Bob Macdougall, Scot Mann, CTs Tiza Garland, Mike Mahaffey, Neil Massey and Paul Steger.
Also teaching were Guest Artists Ann Donahue, Don Stevens and from the British Society CT Cameron
Kendrick. As an added bonus the teaching staff was rounded out by brand new graduates of the recently
concluded 2004 Teaching Training Workshop: Jason Armit, Jacki Blakeney, Al Foote Ill, Adam Mclean and
Christina Traister.

Sunny seventy degree weather mixed with intermittent thunderstorms could not dampen the spirits of those
in attendance. The workshop ended with the customary Easter Sunday Crawfish feast. A great time was had
by all. We look forward to next year.

Ratty Recovery Report

CT Mark “Rat” Guinn is alive and well in Louisiana! As many of you know by now, Rat had an aneurism this
past February on the eve of the Winter Wonderland Workshop in Chicago. Of course that didn’t stop him
from teaching class the following morning. It soon became apparent that something serious was going on
though, and after a trip to the emergency room he was admitted to the hospital for surgery. Rat’s son, Jake,
was in Chicago with him for the workshop, and on the day of the surgery his wife, Katie, and Rat’s father
came into town also. It was fortunate that he was in Chicago at the time because Northwestern Memorial
Hospital is one of the best in the country for treating cerebral hemorrhages. Initially the doctors told him he
would be in the hospital for 3 weeks, but they released him after only two weeks; a testament to his strength
and desire to get out of that hospital gown (although it was quite becoming).

Recovering from brain surgery is a long and arduous path, but Rat continues to do amazingly well. He is
off all the medication at this point and although he says he still tires more quickly than he is used to, he is
getting stronger all the time. He is back at work on a limited basis teaching as much as he can. Those of
us that got to spend time with him at the Stage Combat Workshop at Louisiana Tech over Easter Weekend
were pleased to see how well he was doing, how good he looked, and how well he was healing. FD Scot
Mann thoughtfully provided Rat with a pair of baseball caps with zippers sewn in to allow the easy display
of the surgical scar!

More than anything else, Rat would like to express his appreciation to everyone in the SAFD for the out-
pouring of love and support that he and his family experienced during this ordeal. They are grateful for all
the cards, e-mails, gifts and phone calls from everyone checking in to see how they were doing and if there
was any way to help. He said that it has been truly overwhelming to realize how much of a family our organ-
ization is and how much the SAFD cares for and takes care of its own.

On behalf of the SAFD, | would like to say how thankful we are to see you doing so well Rat, and wish you
the speediest recovery. You have our love, support and well wishes.




