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lir, Perry L. O'Brien is 7l years old and was born in

[y

Buchannon, Upsher County, West Virginia. iir. O'BErien has

been an attorney in Ripley since 1930. DBefore entering law

gschool he was a ath teacher, lir., O0'Brien is President of

the Jackson County Historical Soclety and has a lkeen interest

in the past.

iirs. Winifred C'Brien is 49 years old and was born in

Wheeling, West Virginia. She

s
]

a rebired school teacher

and also kas an avid interest in the local Historical Society.
iir. and lrs, O'Brien were sclected for this interview

for three reasons: (1) They are both over 45 (2) They have

hoth lived in West Virginia all of their 1life (3) They both

have strong interest in the historical cociety and appeared

to have had cxperiences which I Telt would be interesting to .

probe., FHowever, as the:_linterview progressed I found they

either had no knowledge of Appalachia as most people over
55 have or else we two in tune with the present and urban

areas to relate information which I had first sought.
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.8 Joan ITlenthorne in Ripley, Jackson Counvy,

West Virginia, interviewing ir. and Mrs. Perry
Tiett O0'Brien. lrs., O!'Brien where did you live
in your early jyears?

I lived in Wheeling, West Virginia.

4

How long did you live in Wheelingm?

I lived there until I was narried and I wasn't
darried until I wes 20 years old.

o =

Mr. O'Brien where did you live?

I lived in Buckhannon, cenber part of W. Va.,
in Upshur Couaty I lived and attended grade
school, high Lchool, colleze and lived there
until I sraduated from college and started

teaching.

Hrs. O'Brien, do you recall the school you
first abtended or any early experilences in
elenentary school?

Yes, I went to the Idgenton Lane School in

Whaeling and then on to Woodasdale School and
then Tridelphia Higzh School and then West

Liberty College. Then after I was narried

I went to JesL Virginia University for a year
and then L1n10h0u aftnr ay son was 12 years

old at llorris Harvey College and I ot a

B. 5. Degree in Elenentary Education.

So actually you never went to a rural school,
vour educabion was always in btown,

Mine was always in town and abt that tine in the
ele.~.._1r-311'l:ar'r school, Chio County hed the highest
rating in W. Va. Even from ny first grﬂuo there
were supervisors for writing, art, nusic, and
physical education and they came around to our
school oncs every two weeks., When they did coue
into the roomn they would assizn a lesson to the
teacher to teach and have prepared for then on
the nesgt visit, then they would listen To the cne
that had alrecady been prepared for her. and T
can renenber one expcvicnce in the second grade

I had a nan for teacher in ausic and he couldn't
sing very well and even down bo the first grade
we had our scales and he brought his coronet and
he played his scales on the coronet while we
sang.




Interviewer:

Interviewer:

That iz rather uausual, Do you 1ind iy asking
how old are you?

ifo, I retired frou Leaching school about 3 years
a50.

Even today in a lot of counties we don't have
supervisors,

shat ny son didn't have the
la some but they weren't
supervised, regqur outlined work when I was
in the grads When you asked ne how old I
was I just “old you I wrebtired fron teaching
school, I aa 69,
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iir. O'Brien, what type of school did you go

£09

The first school I can reianber was in the
center of Buchannon a twe story LI room school

toilets oulside, a bilg pot bellied stove in
the center of the roon, burned coal, soon
after, that was wny second grade. The first
crade was taught by a Miss Barnes, whose
brother was very high in education in W. Ve,
I dontt, kiss Clark, I believe, was nuy
second grade teacher. And soon after tha

the building was torn down and s brick
building built and I cen remenber it was

a ly to 6 roow building and I can reaember
the college had a nrew president and the boys
aet hin at the railroad station and took the
horses oub of the carriage and took hin to
the college in his bkig hat and he was I
forset bis nate but he becane collere president
and was there several years at Weslejan from
there I went to Lthe upper end of town which
once about 1 ile from home to a brick high
school and adjoining a old United Brethen
Acadeny Building that had started there when
the college failed (started) the U, B. Bchool
tvent out of existence and while T was in
hish school we torn ovt the upper f{loor

and used it as a basketball court and had
sonte pood teams abt that tine. Supervision
of the schools was just the teachers jobs

as far as I ”’“eubc T don't recall super-
visors, even in blgﬁ school. The Sup ernnbcdgnb
had a office in the high school buL]th“ and
supervi sed and looked after the building

That was about 19056, I think, ny first re~



collection of school was hangi:; on the fence
watching the children o to school and wishing
I could go.

Interviewer: I would like to ask you a few thing= wabout
A vour early Tanlly life. Did you live with
your grandparents or near your grandparents

1irs. O'Brient: IIy father's parents lived up in Pa. so we
just visited then and they visited us., Ay
iotherts father died when she was very small
sirl and I never lknew ny prandfather Fletcher.
1iy grandnother lived with us.,

Interviewer: What role did she play? id she help with
the discipline and children or was she just
an respected elder you loolted up to?

Hy pgrandmother was a very oubtstanding person,
che was a strict person in her bheliefs and

in her religion and she had great influence
over riy other's beliefs. There were three
daughters in the fanily and no sons and

father left it to mother to do most of the
discipline. (Indirectly wmother was influenced
by grandmother). Grandmother's beliefs
influenced mother quite a bit. But grandriother
was a very lovable person and she would help

I guess she did a lot of babysitting but she
was very careful she did not interfere with
nother and father affairs and she did not
discipline us,

Interviewer: dr. O'Brien, how sgbout you., Did you live
near your grandparents?

Mr. O'Brient vy grandaother lived with us until she died
about 1912. She was the one, I was the oldest
of four children, and she was the one that
really taught me the bible stories and recite
Rible verses and even sectlions of the Bible
she, I think when I was smnall I slept in the
game rooun she did. But uy grandfather was
had died quite a nuaber of years before.

He and an uncle were sbtone masons and bullt
the abutments of the Phillipi bridge and
also most of the asylum a* Weston and were
gquite versed in stone uasonry but he had
died. Iy wother's father lived about 2l
niles awey which was in those days quite

a ways off. Grandmother had diled and he
had renarried and had a larpe family. Very
strict man. 4 Baptist, a first counsin of
Stonewall Jackson. Lived in the old Jackson
farrn, the farm which is now Jackson's {ill
was sold and divided and grandfather ot

2
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the upper part about 800 acres. I wasn't
associated with hin very nuch, but grandunother
Ay father's mother was quite influential and

I don't renewuber too uuch about discipline,
father did sone, mother did some, but nostly

we behaved pretty well without too wmuch stern
discipline. They were all religiously inclined
I was brought up in the church and as far as
being stern discipline there was none but there
was kind discipline. '

Interviewer: Were your parents ilethodists?

ir, O'Brien: Hother, ay grandfather was a Baptlst, ilother
was a Baptist, and then she narried. Iy
father was a llethodist so nother becane a
llethodist so I was raised in the Methodist
church.

Interviewer: ilre. O'Brien, were you Hethodists also?

drs, O'Brien: HWo. Both mother and father were Baptist and
I had a Baptist wminister who said if Perry
would not becone a Raptist he advised ue to
become a Hethodist. He said it would be
better for the fally to go together there
was not that wuch difference, So he advised
e to o with Perry if he felt as thouwsh
he didn't want to be a Baptist. I would
like to mention after Pery spoke it wasn't
a strict discipline in our family either
father left 1t o uother still father was
always there and a look fron father, he
had stealy blue eyes, a look frown father
woulda settle his three daughters,

Interviewer: I would like for wyou to he thinking about
sone of the activities or recreation that
vou did in your leisure time with your
family or with your friends. .ny childhood
canes and activities, Things you did and

parcicularly enjoyed.

iirs. O'Brien: Ve sang a lot at out house., llother and father
were both in the cholr and we all liked to sing.

(ften when we were in high school, dating, there
wvould ke quite a few couples coile to the house
and older sigter could play the plano and we
would sing and groups would gather at the house.

(5} L
e

In fact, I can remnember, in the bteens, there
would be hoys and girls cownlng, and instead of
having separate dates we would play ganes. Go
out in the street and play hopscotch, run sheepie
run and it i1s lots of fun when you are older to

o] -



Intervicuer:

O'Birien:

to play those siuple childish ganes. Iven in
college in the sunaer tine a pang of us would
et together and play some of those. We lived
in more of a subburban section of Wheeling it
wasn't in the city in the residential section
and in those days we did have sone hills close
by that we just had lots of fun.

You had a early interest in uusic and I know
you still do. Did you take piano lessons
or were you taught at hone?

ly wother played and ay older sister played
and I took pilano lessons but I never gobt along
as well as ny sister did. I took it fronm
another piano teacher,

ilest of ours was roaning the fields and one

end of town, the northern end of town, toward
winat is now Evinrude Acres, territory in there
was guite historic, the old Indiasn fort was
just below there at 1790 was built and the

old Indian battles were just above there, s

we gathered up Indian arrowheads and things of
that kZind. The roads and streets, of course,
were dirt and to get across the street we had
stepping stones so the horses and buggies could
20 bhetween and they stuclt up enoush’ so you
could gelt across. I've seen funerals couze with
\ deep in the wud, but as far, we had a
horse for a 1little while, in fact, I've ot a
scar on uy head frown horses running away with
e and turning the buggy over on top of ne.

But father used to talke us hiking. e liked

to et out in the hills too and he would talie
us on hikes., As we got older :nother played

the plano and 1t was cowon for the children
and nother to get around the piliano and sing

and fabther would sometines join in but usually
he would sit in the library. We nad a large
collection of books and we did a lot of reading
and then when we ot in grade school, not to
far awayaboult whal we can the island, the [rade
school was on maln street. Vhen I went to hizgh
school, I would wallk to school in the uorning
sometines run 1if it was a 1littles labe, baclt at
noon, baclk up in the afternoon about a nile a
way, sonebtines back abt night. We'd have our
plays and then with the college in town there
was quite a lot of activity there, going to the
ball gares, the lyceun courses at the college
gsosie of the entertalument they put on.

e
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Ot'Briens:

O'Brien:

I had the job of looking after the chiclens
and the cow. The calf was given to e and
I sold 1t and toolk 1y first music lessons
(vocal lessons). Then I think most of the
sroups were round together in the Tields
nmoving about I don't renenber ganes too
rmach, I renemnber lecarning to ride .a bicylce
in the yard on the island. We learned
in circles and then when we ot out on the
street we had to learn all over azain because
we went in a straight line. Of course, therc
was Cishing, Buchannon River, surrounded the
island camne down past the college and there
was a mill race built in 1800 b" John Jackson
and we the place where I ;rew up was on the
river bank so we did fishing a nd thn(“ of
thet kind, wading around in Lhe river. It've
watched I never did any of the gigging of
suckers but in eb. they would ou out with
torches in evening risht by thc “house in the
ripples and large ”uckeﬂs and carp and then
bulilt a fire and dry out and start bacl up

o

above gigsing as they canie.

() LW

I did want to wmention that I went to s
on street cars both to pgrade school we
that isn't rijsht, I toolk ay lunch and
about 1) niles to srade school now in
srade they had and cafeveria and we huJ a

not lunch and then I had to go on gtrect car

to high school and they had cafteria there

5o T didn't have to tale 1y lunch., dnd I

did forget to mention that ;lee clubs, always
liked the glee clubs and qla s you wonld have

in school and we did used to lavn quite a

few entertainients in our schools nore so than
we do now., Dewn in the grades and all,in fact,
we had to have 3 or L when I was teaching up

in Wheeling afvcrwards, it wes & zvle of the
schools that we had to have these entertainments.
i'or holidays and a big parents day at the end of
school.,

T o SIDE L



Interviewer: &ince bobh of you have had sone experience in
education and in teaching, when you first started
to teach d4id either one OL vou teach in a one
rooxn school, or in a rural area?

lir. and lirs, O'Brien: Vo

Interviewer: Havc you always taught in a town or rore
suburban area?

lirg, O'Brien: Yes,

<

Interviewer: Have you ever taught riore than one grade?
land 2. =57

Mir. O'Brient I taught high scheeol. Taupght mabthematics ab
Lo"aa HH”h School in 1921 alﬂ then went fron
there to Tridelphia Hish School and taught
3 vears there before T went to law school.
Ran out of nwoney before I got finished law and
went to Victory High School in Clarkshurg and
tausht there 3 years during the last year
we were there then to University and finished
my law school, so I, bthe gchools, all of then
were high school in Logan was up on a hill
above Logan then they bulilt a high school which
is now the Jr. High and Victory Liuh School
Clarksbury now Jr. Iliigh and they have consolidat
in with another hish school bheside Clarksburg.

RPut Tridelphia, Wheelinz is still in existence.

Interviewcr: .anG you only tau_ht lath?
iire C'Brien: Only taught mathenaticss

Interviewer: What was your early teaching aSLL,n ents in
ish school: How nany classos & day did you

nber I i

Ar. O'Briens iy, as I remenkt it I had five all math,

alcebra, well I had all the nath excapt one

OO'Pur class ab Legan High School. Started
nith Al "cl*a up to 5011d Guoaetry. ind at
Vivtory I had nost of the nath that was taught
in the high school. 4t Wheellng I taught
seonetry except one clane of algebra. lr.,
Rollins had the other classes of higher solid
geonetry.

Interviewer: lirs, O!'Brien, could you tell us a little
about your first tea ching experiences and where
you Gaught. VYou nentioned to e the other
day that during the wor you also taught in
high school.

7 -



lirs. O

Brien:

Interviewer:

lirs. O!'Brien:

Intervi

ewer.

It was when I {irset started to teach. It was
in a school that had all srades in the one
building and I tausht first grade and the
music for all 8 grades. Then I changed

to another school and just taught a Sth
grade until I was narried and Lhen after

a lapse of ahoubt 10 years I started to
beach in Ripley and dur i the war there
was quite a “uorLuLo of teachers and I did
not have the right kind of certificate

to teach in high school but I did have the
"tud" halls frou arly norning until late
in uh“ sfternoon and honeroon, a Sr, houe-
rooil I can renenber that. Then I changnd
to elementary school and taught well I
taught departuental work in a 5,6, 7.

I know I had spelling, arithmetic, I forget
the other subject. Wo, I didn't have the
reading., I can't think of it right now.
Then later on I went to just 5th grade

and wost of ny teaching has been in the

Sth grade and that is the grade I find

that T do like very auch.

Can you ake any comparisons or conients
about the similarities or differences in
the educational system or aviong the
students themnselves.lron the time you first
started teaching until you retired?

I don't know that I notice too mmch., The
children are uiore talkative now than they
used to be. I thinikk there is nore confusion
and generglly iore nolse and all now than
there used to bhe, hut children 2all sweet and
vou grow Go love then and you love everyone
of “101 by the time spring cones that there
are lots of good traits in everyone of theu.
But, I think that perhaps it a 1ittle bit
harder to tecach now than it was the:l because
there weren't so many outside activities and
children just didntt have so many things to
do as they do now. On the whole they were
quieter.

ilre O'Brien: You sterted out as a teacher

and you taught aath and then to law school

and for mnany years you have been a practicing
attorney ia Ripley. What brought about the
change? Did you always want to be an attorney
and thw, you tauvght for a while and then

back o law school. What brought about the
changze in occupation?

5
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C'Brien:

Well ay father, of course, was an attorney for
vears. Ile started in bhefore baclk in, I was born
in 1893, and I was narried about Ffour yesrs before
that and he had started practicinv in Buchannon,
At that tine he had several pgood lawyers. You had
to read law in the law OLflCe for=1—year—belore
you could practice and he had soie good lawyers
Yc read TQU in Judize Brannon's office, father of
Henry Brannon, Suprene Court Justice for 3l years
and I'd say I had a background at law and after
father went to Congress for 2 years and then
becaie Sec. of State we, I got to finish ay law
school and we moved to Ripley after I graduated
in 3k, I did have a backppound at law. Back in
the b,ﬁinning of the teachinz, the teacherswere
assigned a lob of other activities. We had the
first football tean at Logan in 1921, 4nd I Was
the treasurer of the ALHICuJC Departiicut carried
;] 000 in uy pocket in town walklnb the railroad
tracks. You walked then everywhere even in uy
colleze. And in teaching I t&1 zed and in fact
75 miles froam Hunbtington and the oanly way to getb
there was by train., It was as I went in, we netb
a troop train coming out they had had a war
niners war and a piclked up bullets around Logan
I had one bhullet shot throuzh ny roon when I
V&u teaching., We put oubt the first yearbook
and in Logan High School and the bank was a
town band and we didn't even mave a hand at
Lozan High School. The town bank played
slow warches when they made a touchdown and
th07 cane out and “7"“90 for the tean The
streets were paved in Logan it was d*rL roads
intc Logan aliost impossible to et to Funtington
7E ailes away as far as roads. Trains had haulin

)

of pacsengers between Lojan and Huntingbton. And
iy IO*QOO( it was travel by walkinz, Iy cousin
and I got a buggy when I was young and went over

to ceb 1y grandfather. That was 2l miles and that
was quite a trip. Put, in those carlier days and
even in uy teachin” days it was Transportation
was pretty slow. irst auvtouobile I reaenber at
Buchannon was 1on; ehie ] C&LfLaJG wheel with o
steering in Ffront to UHLUO it and then John Post
bullt one siwilar to that. MPlrst airplane I
relether in 1906 caze in there as one of those
looked like the Wright plane. They gaurantecd

to fly over a day, wind peraitting, but the wind
peruaitted about 1 £light the week of the fair and
those are early recollections of days gone hy.

S



Hrs. O0'Brien: ilay I say sonething right here I'a thinking
about it. Perry's father was in Washingbon
a Congressman at the tine bthat Lindberg flew

the Atlantic and when he cane back and was
talking some of the Congressrien the famllies
for 1ittle rides over Washingbton and so

Perry got to ride with Lindbersg and he sat

in the seat right up thercec close to the pilot.

Interviewer: I'n glad you wmentioned this, I didan't know
your faether was involved that much in politics.
iirs. O'Brien told me the other day that he
had served as Sec. of State. Do you, did you
ever help with any of the political caumpalgns
or do you recall anything of particular interest
concerning politics in his career?

Mr. O'Brien: Tather was Judge before and of course he had o
run for Judge and he!'d send us to pubt up signs
or placard° with his picture on it and weld
walk dirt roads and I got over in the adjoining
country without lHOWLng it but I'd go to
camipaigns, I can reuember when the women first
started voting, father was defeated that year
as Judgc and they took a very active part in the
canpaign and 1f fact they were enthusiastic
workers at the cawmpaign at that time. Then
when he became Congressmen he got Al Saith
became a candidate and he gottangled up in
that and was defeabed and then later becaue
Sec, of State.

rs, O'Brisns Perry, do you think it was because of the wonen
voting he lost?

lir. O'Briesn: Pather wae a dewocrat in a very strong republican
: county. It was 3000 majority and liebster County
was the other county in the circuit and when
the women got the vote that just doubled the
Republican vote. 4And, of course, they voted
straight line vote. Then later they <ot to

golng off, but when they started -~ straight

line.
Mrs. OIBriens Tell about the preacher that had voted against

vour father and then he found out the things
ne had heard were wmrong.

] O



Ir, O'BELET: Up in.Pickens and in upper end of county -
they changed the county froa Webster and put
Randolph Couutv on it and one of the republican
workers in bthe county necar Pickens told tnat
father was a very disreputable person, he beat
his famnily, and he nistreated the family and
they got then so against hiam he lost quite a
fcu votes up there and then when nother was
wad about it, but they did finally find out
but it was too late. IFather in fact was
cundey School teacher, taught one class for
35 vears, the O!'Brien clus: in church at
Buchannon, but they didntt think iwuch of
telling false stories on a person if they
thought they could get away with it.

;Jcrk

iirs, O'Brien: Well, thet preacher, anyway that nad voted
against him and then on election day later
found out that the things were not true and
g0 he spent the rest of the day trying
to get people to vote for Perry's father.

Interviewer: lir. O'Brien could you tell us a 1little bit
about the time when you father net Charles
Lindbwrg?

Mr. O'Brien: The Lindberg cane, they put his plane on a
raft, put it beside the roadway that went
around where the cherry blossomns are in
Washingbton, drove around, book us an hour
to go around that point and just as we got
there Lindbergs came up on the plane and
to exanine his plane seecifl 1t was alright
Then that evening, I suppose the whole
section around the Washington wmonument
was crowded with people and they had
a largest display of fireworks as Ilve
ever seen there at that time

] ] -
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lire Porry E. 0'Brien is 7L years old and was boran in
Buchannon, Upsher Ccunty, West Virginia., .r. C'Zrien has
been an attorney in Ripley since 1938. Fefore entering law
gchocl he was a math teacher, r, C!'Brien is President of

the Jacizson County Historical Zociety and has 2 lzeen interest

® - | Ry b

in ths past,
v TS A P aeT Y t?r-’.a T LC xa Ta l;:i anAd Taa hary in
S » WaRNLEPEeS Uitelleil 18 B vealrs old sid was oorn in

Whe®ling, West Virzinia. She is a retired school teacher
and also has an avid interest in the local Historical Society.

vir., and Mrs. C'3rien were sclected for this interview

2]

for three reasons: (1) They are both over 45 (2) They have

U

both lived in West Virginie all

@]

£ their 1life (3) They both
have strong interest in the historical scciety and appeared

to nave had experiences whicih I £2l1t would be interesting to
% L]

probe., Fowever, as the.interview progressed I found they

either had no knowledge of Appalachia as most people over

(4 5
55 have or else wet two in tune with the present and urban

areas to relate informatvion which I had first sought.
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Mrs. O'Brien, do you recall the school you
first aLLefuea or any early experilences in
elenentary school?

Yes, I went to the Edgenton Lane School in
Wheelinzg and then on to Woodsdale School and
then Tridelphia Hizh School and then West
Liberty Colleze. Then after I was narried

T went to West Virginia University for a year
and then finished aftar ay son was 12 vears
old at Illorris Harvey Colleue and I 3ot a

B. S. Degree in Elementary Education,

S0 actually vyou never want to a rural school,

your educabion was always 1in town.,

Mine was always in town and at that tine in the
eleuentary ocaool, Chio County had the highes
rating in W. Va. ©ven froa uy first grade there
were supervisors ror writi.;, art, fusic, and
physical educatlon and they cae around to our
school oncse very two weeiks. When they did come
into the roou they would assizn a lesson to the
Tzacher to ueach and have prepared for them on
the next visit, then they would listen to the one
tiat had already teen prepared for her. 4and I

can reuenber one experience in the second grade

I haz an T her in ausi d h ldntt
I had a man for a teacher in ausic an e couldn't
sing very well and even down to the first grade

we had our scales and he brought his coronet and
he played his scales on the coronet while we

sang.
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.iry CtBrien, wkat Type of school did wou zo
£o%

The first school I can renather was in the
cenber of Buchannon a twe story L rooan school
tollets outside, a big pot bellied stove in
the centsr of the roorn, burned coal, soon
after, that was wny second grade. The first
grade was taught by a Iiss Barnes, whose
brother was very high in education in W. Va.
I dontt, HMiss Clark, I believe, was ay

second grade teacher, and soon after that

the building was torn down and s brick
building built and I can raiedbef it was

a & to & roow building and I can renember

the college had a nry president and the boys
et hiz at ths railroad station and took the
horses out of the carriage and took hia to
the college in his bkig hat and he was I
forzet his naze but he became colle~e president
and was there SeveraT vears at We:lewan P:cm

there I want To the upp f

once about 1 =ile fro& 100 to a crick hlgh
school and adjolining a old United Erethen
Acadeny Bulilding that had started there when
the college failed (started) the U. B. School
went out of existence and while I was in

hizh school we torn out the upper floor

and used it as a rtasketball court and had

that time. SBupervision
just the teachers Jobs
g far as I remenber,

a I don't recall super-
visors, even in higy school.
a

some zood teams ab
of the schoolg was

(

The Superintedent
ad a office in the hizh school building and
upervi sed and lcoked aft

th

er the bullding.
That was ahout 1904, I

hink, 1y first re-

|



collection of school was hangi:-g on the fence
watchin; the childran o to school and wiliching
I could Zo.

Interviewer: I would like to asi you a Tew talng~s sbout
vour early Taaily life., DJié you live with
vour grandparents or near your srandparents

1irs. 0'2rien: Iy Tather's parents lived up in Pa. so we
] isited thex end they visited us., Ay
father died when she was very small
I never knew o1y _~andfather rFletcher.
irothner lived with us,
Interviewer: What role did she play? Jid she help with
the discipline and children or was she just
an respected elder you looiced up to?

ilrs. O'Brien: !y srandnother was a very outstanding person.
ohe was a strict person in her beliefs and
in her religion and she had great influence
over ay 1otner's beliefs., There were three
daughters in the family and no sons and
Tfather left it To mother to do most of the
discipline. (Indirectly wmother was influenced
by grandmother). Grandmother's beliefs
ianfluenced aother quite a bit. But grandriother
was a very lovable person and she would help
I puess she did a lot of babysitting but she
was very careful she did not interfere with
nother and father affairs and she did not
discipline us,

Interviewer: Mr., QO'Brien, how about you. Did you live
near your grandparents?

Mr, O'Brien: Ay zrandiother lived with us until she died
about 1212, gShe was the cne, I was the oldest
of four children, and she was the one that
really taught e the bible stories and recite
Bible verses and even sections of the BRible
she, I think when I was small I slect in th
same roos she did., But uy graendfather was
had died quite a nuaber of years tefore.

He and an uncle were stane masons and bullt
the abutnents of the Phillipi bridge and
also most of the asylum =a* Weston and were
quite versed in stone uasonry but he had
died. My aother's father lived about 24
niles away which was in those days quite

a ways off. Grandmother had died and he
had reiarried and had a lar;e fanily., Very
gtriet man. .4 Baptist, & first counsin of
Stonewall Jackson. Lived in the old Jackson
farm. the far: which is now Jacksont's i1l
was sold and divided and _randfather ot

ko)
Iy T



Interviewer
Jr. O'Brien:

HArs,

Interviewer:

Ct'Brien:

Interviewer:

“irs.

C!'Brien:

the upper part about 800 screz. I wasn't
associated with hia very :uct, but srand:mother
2y father's other was guite influential and

I don't reneuber toa auch apout disccipline,
fathsar 4id soue, ther did =c.ie, but nostly

we benavead pretty well without Too :mmuuch stern
discipline, They were all religiously 1laclined
I was brought up in the church and as Tfar as
being stern disclipnline there was none but there
was kind discipline.,

pareats {ethndists

Were your

Jdother, 1y jrandfataner was a ahtist, ifother
was a Baptist, and then she arried. iy
fTatner was a ilethodist so iothef becaile a
lethodist so I was raised 1an the lethodist
church,

iire. O'Zrien, were you ethodists also?

¥o. Both nother and father were Rapt
I had a Baptist uinister who said 1
would not becone a Raptist ne advised 2e to
becoxe a ethodist. Uﬁ said 1t would be
betlter for the _alllJ 5o togzether there
was not that auch d ff@rence. So he advised
ne to zo with ~331:'14" if he felt as thoush

he diun'u want to be a Baptist. I would
like to mention after Pery spoke 1t wasn't
a strict discipline in our fanily either
father left 1t to .other still fatner was
always thers and a loog fro. father, he

had stealy blue eves, a loox frow father
would settle his three dauzhters.

I would like for you to bhe thinking akout
some of the activities or recreation that
you did in your leisure time with your
fanily or with your friends. .4&ny childhood
sanes an' activities, Thinzs you did and

particularly enjoyed.

We sang a lot at out house., llother and father
were both in the choir and we all liked to sing.
Cften when we were in hizh school, dating, there
would be quite a few couples cone to the house
and older sister could play the pilano and we
would singz and groups would zather at the house.

L5
-

In fact, I can remnenber, in the teens, there
would be boys and girls coaing, and instead of
having separate dates we would play ganes. Go
out in the street and play ho~°c0uch run sheepie

L}
run and it iz lots of fun when you are older to

i
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O!Brien:

C!'Zrien:
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¢cllese in wi ke e
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o o ik s o o IO
by that we just hsd lots of fun.
You had a sarly interest in :usic and I laow
7ol still do. Did wou take planc lessons
e — b s b s 1 i
or were you tcauzht at hoie?

5y actiner pleyed and a1y oléer sister playe
and I took pianoc lessons but I never ot along
as well as 2y sister did., I took 1t fron
another piano teacher.

ilcst of ours was roaming the fields and one
end of town, the northern end of town, toward
what is now DEvinrude acres, territory in there
was quite historic, the old Indian fort was
just below there at 1790 was built and the
old Indian battles were just above there, so
we gathered up Indian arrowheads and things of
that kind. The roads and streets, of course,
were dirt and to zet across the street we had
stepping stones so the horses and buszzies could
g0 betwesn and they stuci up enough so you
could zet acrocss. I've seen funera7 co:e with
: Jdeepn in the nud, but as far, we nhad a
horse for a little while, in fact, I've ot a
scar on 1y tead fro.u horses running away with
ne and turning the bugzy over on tol of ne.
But father used to take us hiking., He liked
to et out in the hills too and he would take
us on hiltes. 48 we 0t olcer :nother played
the pilano and it was comrion for the children
and nother to zet around the plano and sing
and father would somnetimes join in but usually
he would sit in the library. We had a large
collection of books and we did a lot of reading
and then when we zot in grade scheol, not to
far awayabout what we can the island, the _rade
school was on mnain street. Wwhen I went to high
school, I would wallk to schocl in the zorning
sornebines run if it was a little late, back at
noon, baclt up in the afternoon about a tnile a
way, sonetiines back at night., We'd have our
plays and then with the colleze in town there
was gquite a lot of activity there, :oing to the
ball zantes, the lwceur cocurses at the college
one of the entertainnent they put on.
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I had the job of loouing afuu: the chickens
aind the cow. The call was jiven To e and
I scld it and toole 1y first muslic lessons
(voeal lsssons)., Then I think most of the
sroups were round vojetb Jef in the fields
ovinz about I don't reiether a.es too
zuei, I reunenber learning to ride a bleylcee
in tie yard on the island., e learned
in circles and then when we _ct ocut on the
street we had ©o learn all over azaln because
we weint 1in a straight line. ¢ course, there
was flching, Buchanncn R[iver, surrounded The
island ca.ne down past the collese and there
was ill ra built in 1800 by John Jaclkson
nd the where 1 rew up was on the
rive did fishin_ and things of
that arcund in the river., I've
wateh gr did any of the gigglag of
suckers but in feb., they would get out with
torches in evening ri h" by the house in the
ripples and large uucuurs and carp and then
built a fire and dry out and start back up
above gpigming as they canc,
I J1d want te mnention that I went to school
on street cars both to grade school well, no
that isn't risht, I toolr ay lunch and walked
about 1% niles to smrade school now in 8th
zrade they had and cafeteria and we had a
hot lunch and then I had To jo on cgtreet car
to his d they had cafteria there
S0 d fﬁ'WuﬁCu.—.ﬁ@ I
di at ee clubg, always
13! al n1a"° Tou would have
i d used to have quite a
few entertainaents in our schools ore so than
we do now. Down in the zrades and all,ia fact,
we had to have 3 or i when I was te-cLing p
in Wheelins sfterwards, it w e zule of the

o

ese entertainnents.

scnools that we had to have 01
snte day at the end of

Por holidays and a blz pvar
echool.
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Interviewer:

YMr, CO'Brien:

Intervievwer
ir. C'Brien:

Interviewer:

dr. O'Bris

)

Interviewer

of you have had sore experienc
cuvcau101 and in teaching, when you r 3
to teacthr Jd1d either one oJ vou veach in a cne
rco.r school, or in a rursal area?

d -

Since both o

always tausht in a town or 1ore
area?
ST e
—_—Nr e
Have ever taught icre than one grade?
- 1 Y'Jﬂ ik
Lar L= 33
I taug nigh school, Taujght mnathematics at
Lozan Hizh School in 1621 and then went fron

.
ros
T

i
there Lo Tridelphia High School and taught
3 vears there before went to law school.

Ran out of rwoney be ore I got finished law end
went to Viectory High School in Clarlksbhurg and

taught there 3 years during the last year
we were there then to Univercity and finished

-
1

ay law school, so I, the s hools, all of then
were hizgh school in Logan was up on a hill
above Lozan then Ghey bullt a hi;h cchool which
is now the Jr. High and Victory High 3chool

-_.;.‘_-,

in with another hizh school heside Clarksburg.
Yo & 1A

BPut Tridelphla, “heelinz is still in existence.

ind you only
Caly tmuzht :a
Whav was your

high sebools
have?

sgiznments in
a day did you

ily, as I reunemnber it I had five eall nath,
algebra, well I had all the :aath except one
ceonetry class at Logan High School. Started

(]
with Alzebra up to Solid Geounetry. 4and at
Victory I had most of the zath that was tauvght
in the high school. &t Wheelingzg I taught
seonetry except one clase of albebra. Hr .
Rollins had the other classes of hizher solid

seonetry.

ire, O'3Brien, could you tvell us a little
about your fﬁﬂﬁt teaching experiences and where

vou btausht. You nentioned to 1e the other
day that during the war you also taught in

aigb 8 acol.
w7
(

Clarksbur: now Jre. High and they have consolidated



Interviewer:

Interviewer:

It was when tarted to teach., It wes
in a schoeol e&ll _rades 1n the one
building and 1sht first srade and the
wesic for all ¢ zrades., Then I changed

to ancther school and just tauzht a Sth
scrade until I was aarried and then aflter

a lapse of ahcu ears I started to
Tteach ia Ri 1y The war there
was quite teachers and I did
not have the of certificate

to teach 1n high sc hbut I did have the
study halls fro: early acrning until late
in the sftarncon and hoaserocon, a Sr, houe-
reor I can reuaexber that., Then I chang-d
te eleiientary school and tauznt well T
taught departuental work in a 5,%, 7.

I know I had spelling, arithnetic, I forget
the other subject. o, I didn't have the
reading. I can't think of it rizght now.
Then later on I went to just 5th grade

and wost of ny teaching has been in the

Eth grade and that is the grade I find

that I do like very auch.

Can you akke any coumparilsons or comients
about the siinilarities or differences in
the educational system or among the
students themnselves.lromn the tine you first
started teachinz until you retired?

I don't know that I notice too =much. The
children are uore talkative now than they
used to be. I Think there is nore confusion
and generally ore nolse and all now than
there used to be, but children all sweet and
vou gzrow to love thel and you love everyone
of then by the tine spring comes that there
are lots of gzood tralts in everyone of the:.
but, I think that perhaps it a little bit

harder to teach now than it was thex because
there weren't so many outside activities and
cnildren just didn't have so nany things to
do as They dc now. O0On the whole Tthey were
quieter.

ilre O'Brien: 7You started out as a teacher

and you taught aath and then to law school

and for many years you have been a practicing
attorney in Ripley. What brought about the
chanze? Did you always want to be an attorney
and this, you tausht for a while and then

back to law school. What brought about the
change in occupation?
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Brien:

jell sy father, of course, was an attorney for
Tears. & startel in hefcre btaclk in, I wasg born
in 1068, and I was narried aboubt four years before
that and he had started practicing in Puchannon.
4t that tine he had several Zocod lawyers. You had
to read law in the law office for 1 vear hkefore
you could practice and he ha¢ soe good lawyers

e read lsw in Jud Rranncn's office, father of
Fenry ::qucn, Supreae Court Justice for 34 years
end I'd say I had a bkacliground at law and -Ltcr
father went to Consress for 2 years and then
becae Sec. of Stats we, I ot ©o fillub ay law
sciiocl and we oved to Ripley after I graduated

in 3k, I did have eopaund at law. Rack in
The | in £ T il Tile Teacherswere
assis i; activities. We had the
firgt foothall tea at Log in 1921, 4nd I was
the treasurer of :thletic Departnewt carriled
»1,000 in uy pocket in town walikking the railrocad

tracks. You walked then evo*yrhefe even in 1y
colleze. 4nd in teaching I welied ané in fact
5 miles from Huntingston and the only way to get
there was by train, It was as I went in, we net
e troop Trailn coming out they had had a war
nlners war and a chued up bullets around Logan
I had one bullet shot throuzn =y rooar when I
was UVuCulﬂ We put out the first vearbook
d 1gh Sclhicol and the banlk was

in Logzan F oclhicol an he banlt was a

town oand and we didn't even have a hand at

Lozan Hizh School, The town bank played

slow narches when they nade a touchdown and

they cane out and played for the teaxz, The
streets were paved in Logan 1t was dirt roads

intc Logzan aliost iapossible to vet to Funtington
7E 1lles away as far as roads. Trains had haulin g
of pacsensers between Logjan and Huntington. And
in iy boyhood it was travel by walliinz. Iy cousin
and I zot a buzzy when I was youns and went over
to zeb 1y prandfather. That was 2, 1lles and that
wae quite a trip. RBut, in those earlier days and
even in vy teaching days 1t was tfansﬂorbatwon

was pretty slow. First auvtomobile I reaenber at
Buchannon was long high carriaze wheel with a
steering in front to julde 1t and thuen Johin Post
built one sinilar to that. First airplane I
rexnetber in 1906 cauze in there as one of those

looked like the Wrizht plane. The" sauranteed

to fly over a day, wind permuitting, bubt the wind
pprnitted about 1 flight tac week of the fair and
those are early recollections of days gone by.



lrs. C'Brien: ley I say here I'a thinking
about it. was in IEHDLQMbOH
a Congrescian orat Lindbers flew
tThe atlantic ca:e baclkt and was
taicing sone of ssrien the fanilies
for little rid hiazton and so
Perry 0t ©o ndbers and he sat
in the seat > close to the pilot.

Interviewer: It 2lad you =entioned this, I didn't know
vour Tretvher was involved that much in politics.
lrs., C'Brien told e the other day that he
had served as Sec., of State. Do wyou, di: you
ever help with any of the political caupaigns
or do ¥ peoall any