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for old mill.

Rev. H. E. Jackson
Hoplzins Tract
Barboursville Mill
Advertiser Notes — Merritt's
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From ADVERTISER of Sept. 19, 1931.

REV. J. H. JACKSON, VETERA. MINISTER, HERE FOR PARLEY.

Pastor H:re 45 Years Ago Recalls Starting Vovement to
Found Morris-Harvey.

» NOW RESIDES IN GEORGIA. -
Will Return to Catlettsburg to Preach in Church He served in .

Rev. J.H.Jackson, the oldest living Methodist vastor of this vi-
cinity arrived in Huntington to-day fror Macon, Ga., to attend the
Western Virrinia Conference of the Methodist Eoiscoval Church, South,
here this week., |

Rev.Jackson, who is 77 years old, began his career in the Vestern
Virginia Conference and was pastor of a church on Fourth avenue here
forty-five vears ago. That church subsequently became the present
Johnson Ikemorial Church .
He came to his Huntington charge in the fall of 1886 from Cat-
lettsburg, succeeding Rev.J.A.Black, and was succeeded by Rev., J.T.
Johnson, who was fatally hurt whule taking the Royal‘Arch detree in
lasonry. .He irecalls that Rev., J.T.¥arshall, then Pastor of the Enis-
cooal Church, was teirg initiated =2long with Rev.Johnson. The vre=-
sent Johnson Mermorial Church wes built to wverpetuate the memory of
the victim of the unfortunate accident.
Cf his life in Huntington at that time Rev.Johnson said: ?
"Dr, T.S.Vwede was Presiding Elder of the church, of which we had
but one within the tounds of the.city. It was a small, one room
brick building in the middle of the block on Fourth Avenue, between
Tenth and Eleventh Sts. The varsonage, whichvas also a brick tuilding,
s ; was rtack of the church, on the same lot. .
K ‘ "We had about 250 members at that time, who were of a good class
'of veople, and our church grew rapidly in the young city of 1,500

population. Of the Board of Stewards at that time I can recall but



i

one’néw'1iving;'CharleyVRicketts.
"Rev.Sloan was minister to the Presbyterians and Dr.Walker was
Pastor of the Baptist Church. Tom Garlzad was lMayor of .the City
and Judge Maginis, a fine looking man, was on the Judicial Circuit.
The County seat was moved from Barboursville to Huntington while I

was here; and George Miller, of this city, advised me, as his Qiﬁlgfz

to at once proceed to secure the nublic tuilding at Barboursville
V— —

for a college for the ¥,E,Church, South. I at once corresponde’d with

5, G, Preston, then pastor there and the movement was tegun, and re-
sulted in the present educational vlant. Dr.Preston always held that
I laid the first brick for the college. As a result of this college,
we are buildihg a class of young men well =quipped for our ministry,
who stand as the peers of the men of any church in the State.
"However, when speaking of men who laid foundations anrd made
good tricks with tut little straw, we must not forgef Downtain,
Viade, Madison, Hampton, Lock, Williams, Sturm, Lambert, Carroll,
Burns, and others who, as early vastors in this conference, accom-

nlished untold good work. These 2 re sore of a goodly number whose

silent tents are pitched on fame's eternal camping grounds."

"M,

"In speaking of his earlier work, Rev.Jackson saids: "These
fifty o7d years have been full of joys of the ministry, and as the
oldest living pastor of Lethodism in this city, I em glad to resign
in favor of a younger and better ecquipved minister. 1 am without
regret”,

After an absence of nearly fifty years, the veteran minister
Qill return to Catlettsturg Sunday rorning to preach in the Southern
Methodist Church, of which he was pastor pricr to coming to Hunting-

ton in 18§§.
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Rev,Jackson, who now makes his home in Macon,Ga., is a member
N i of the MissouriFConference of his church, but occasionally takes charge
of the pulnit or teaches a Sunday School class in Macon. ’
He was born in Charleston in 1854,
While in Huntington he is being entertained at the home of his

niece, Mrs, J. T, Moore, of 917 24th street.
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Tris old fort stood until a few vears ago, when it was

“lasted away for foundation stones. On account of danger from

ided To =0 tack te Tircinia. Trer returned.

the Indi=sns ther de

v

(%)

hewever. in a few veare and rade a mermsnent settlement, on the
#iller farm., Their house stood near Guysnid River, a2 short dic-
tence 2tive the County Bridze. It was made of hewed logs and w=s

£

wealther-voardel ~ith lumber g fev ryears ~Ttervsrd, sawed oy s whil
saw. It must have been far superior tc the ~ouses of the neirh-

) F o RSy 4 4 i H R 2P -] Y ¥ B ) T A PO { T~ by 3
vers, for it was xalle Tom Viard's Lension™. Jeremizgh Viszr: 1s

Thormes ‘wer? hed three children, s follows, Joh, ¥illard

and Riskw, Mildred rorrie? Rev. Rev. Willian Vefom~s, Riely

r-2n Rigez, and moved to Missouri. Judge Everront
ward vas an ille~itimate child vy Rieky VWerd,
John Y=rd vas the fether of Jswes %izlden %ard, Sr, vhose B

son, Jarres ‘alden Verd,nov lives near Cns, Cetell County. It

vas frorv iri the vriter lezrned much of tris storv. He wesg Rorn
in Zuyrndotte July 22, 1847,
T T - s . e @ —— T N o e g A
e hnegrd the ristory o g grest grsnifatrer, Llhoras e,
“ror: oo ward. The detzils, ¢ related by hin, srree in alrost
every —marticular vith the Tects siowr bty the County .ecords
A s g W 7 L e
or Catell end Kiénavha, The records o Harorhe County sgheov that
. % s Y o N A 12 A ~ - A - ~ - 4
Tromas wort wes here about 12C0. 4t cnetime ne owned nracticel-
" :
ly 211 the land from 9531t Rock to threce wiles Telow Zz2rkoursville
ma. s - Ao - snry - £ P = g ~
This was the day of "Tomahawk Clzims” and many cf these toundaries

cver-lappned, rakinzg it almost irvossitle to tell how much land
a man did rezlly own. These large farms were usually for-

feited to the State for taxes, or were divided un by ale to
: - v
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other settlers,
Thomas Ward was the oldest = alt maker of Cabell Coun-
ty. Ye had a well near Swamp Branch, znd another near Salf
Rock. It was from this fect t hat the latter mlace secure?d its
name, He made salt in kettles of about forty gallons, each, carrié

over the mountains fror .Riclhmond, on mules. . These well wére

tored by negroes with s»ring »noles. Salé was very expensive at

o

)

first, it often selling for :!1.00 per pint. The Kenawha salt
makers soon reduced the orice to such an extent that Kr.werd
could no longer com»nete with them+: and for this reason his
vells were atandoned.

Thomas Vizrd was the crardfiather of P.H.. crrison, yet
living on Booter's Creek,. Kr,ﬁorrjson remerbers him well, and
recalls his stern disvosition. However, VWord wes a mwesn of consider
akles education znd refinement, and might very vrorerly te cal-
led a "Tyvnicel old Virginia Jentleman". Records prove that he

N

was no ancel, and tradition rakes him more or less cruel to slaves.

. ot

w©
w

nother time v hen ne v

Ny}

e vwas once indicted for fizktin

Q

one of the Ccunty Justices, whichk, tozether Tormed the County

Court. Xe wes indicted for playinz "Three uvp" on the Court House

Zarboursville nov has & wmopulation of about twelve

O

N

hundred veople, This is times the numbter shown by the census

4

L

of 19 o

Cur claim to distinction, however, is not based on
numvers, but on our fine lccaltion, and the morality of our
citizen-ship. Ve claim to have the finest residence town in this

section, and, for that matter, the equal of any found anywhere.
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“ituated at the junction of Guyamdotte and Iiud Rivers, a dis
tance of only seven rmiles from the Chio River, and on the main line
of the C & O,. the Guyan V-lley railroad and on the historic
Kanawha road, the elevation of nearly every mart cf the town
s being far above the high water mark of any of the rivers, sur-
rounded ty a fine farming community, sunnlied with such modern con-
veniences as gas, electricity, and water works: these are only a

£ o fl :
iew of the many advantagesenjocyed ty our neonle.

He owned large plantations, and many negroes, At one time
ne vas considered quite vezlthy. For same reason, now unknown,
he suddenly left his nlantations, tco* his negroes, and went to
Louisiana, where he married a wealthy Southern widow bty whom he
had sons, two of whom became nrominent tankers, of St.Louis. Some
have said that he left Tecause he becare heavily involved in
debt: Others, that he was of a roving disposition,

Joel Estes was another early settler in this recion. He

liveZ on Guyan River, near the mouth of %ill Zranch, which, for

rany vears, was called after him, LEstes Creek: He had & little xxX

mill, on which he ground corn for the rneighbors. Fe was a wemter

-y

of tre Eanticst Church ard was one of the founders of Zud =iver
tantist Chjrbh, nov known as Blue Sulvhur. The exsct location
of his hore cannot now te definitely determined, but there is a
tradition amongs sore of the oldest settlers that he lived in the
tend of the river telow C.R.Kofris's, and on tne same side.
Israel Heath lived at the mouth ~of Heath's Creek. It vas
from him that the creek received its name. In 1801 Johr Russell
lived at the mouth of Russel Creek, on the lower side of Guyan

River. Jesse Van Bibber lived at the mouth of Guvandotte, on

the point of land formed ty the two rivers. He kept ferries both



across the Ohio and the Guyan.

'At the same time Thomas Buffington was living on the ovp-
posite side of Guyan, near.the present Ewmons residence., He
was probably the earliest settler in that region, and vith
Viilliam Merritt, Jeremiah Ward, and Thomas Ward, may, with sore
certainty, be classed as the earliest settlers in the County.
He had previously lived in what is now Guyandotte. He héd been
here as a surveyvor many years tefore, and was unquestionably
acquainted withthe region Trefore any of the nermanent settlers

Fe, (Thomas Vard?), was a man of consideratle education
and refinement. He might be called an "0ld Virginie gentleran®.
He had large plantations, and many negroes, and at ine time, was
considered quite wealthy. After 2 time he tecame involved, and
suddenly 1left his vplantations, took his negroes, and went to
Louisiana, where he married a wealthy Southern widow, by whom
he had sons, two of whom became vrominent tankers of Saint Louis,

Ve had saddlers, emong vhom were E.W,Blumd, yet living
here and nearing his milestone. They tought home rade linsay
and flax and toe linen made by the country women. These gocods
often came in 50 yard lengths, btut the competition of iwodern
rachinery dro¥e out 211 our manufactories and literally revolutior-
ized our old customs, Deer hams and deer skins were also brought
by boats to and from Lozan,

Miller end Thornburg bought wagon loads of deer skins

and hundreds of deer hams, which were shipved to Philadelphia.
Home made jesns was an article of cormerce, and the town was able ®

to suvport two or three tailors.



be able to cross the streams.

Road overseers were also indicted for not keeving roads
in revair.

As previously related, children of the poor were publicly
vhioved at the whipping nost. This stood on the College grounds
until near the time of the Civil War, and men now living have
seen the Sheriff apply the lash.

Salr was one of the necessaries of life. Thomas ward, the
first sheriff, made salt at first tut could not compete with the
prices of Kanawha salt and gave it up. The o0ld settlers went in

grouns of four or five on long journeys to the saltines. They

carried their vprovisions, traded game, &€.

Juries did not like to fine for A and B. and many verdicts
were found for l¢. Fights were rather povular, and the neighbor-
hood Yully wvas looked unon as a sort of hero.

Gouging was sometimes ~racticed. It consisted of skilful
annlications of 2 long thumb nail esvecially grown for the pum-
nose, Wwith a little »ractice, it was easy to remdve an eye
or wound the cheek. One of these encounters is szid to have taken
wlace on the streets here, but it did not result in serious in-
jury. They soretimes chewed off fingers or an ear.,

The best men in the cormunity were indicted for A & B On
one occasion twelve of the leading citizens were so indicted, a-
mong whom were Elisha VcComas, William Merritt, Henry Peyton and
Thomas Ward., On another occasion Ward, even while he, himself,
was a Justice, were indicted for playing "Three up" on the Court

House square.
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Wild game abounéed, Deeé; bear, panthers, wiid éats and
wolves. In early days the wolves howled on the Cantain Allen
hill. 0Old man Blake lived there and had to pen his sheep.

Hatfield, after the Battle of Point Pleasant, killed a buf-
falo calf on a second bottom which was then located between the
Spencer 1iill and the river. It was no uncommong thing for a

family to have several dozen deer hams in their smoke houses.

Deer were found within a few miles of town until after the Civ-

il Var, twelve being found on Tom's Creek in one gan and
£ 9

onevas seen in the neighborhood as late as 1879,

\O
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Notwithstanding the fact‘that Thomas Buffington came to Ca-
bell County as a surveyor vefore the Revolution, there is - very rea-
son to believe that Thomas Ward was the oldest settler in the
County. Jomes Valdron Ward who now resides at Ona, is 2 great
orandson of Thomas Vard. He was born in Guyandotte July 22, 1847
and has Thamas Vard's history direct from John Ward, son of
Thomas Ward. J. W, Ward is a grandson of John Werd, and he vas
named from.his father James Valdron Ward,Smc

Jeremiah Viard came to this ccunty with Thomas Ward, his son,
shortly after the Revolution. They came in a batteaux down the

Kanavha and Ohio Rivers to Guyandotte
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