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Virginia Counties.
or

Genesis of Cabell Co., W. Va.

Don Lambert Letter.

MS 76
BX 11
NBK 6



- ROBINSON VIRGINIA COUNTIES.
\

Footnotes.for Part I

Alphatetical Arrangement.
Page 73, '

_“In 1624, The country divided into 8 shires, which are to

be governed as the shires in England. The names of the shires are

James City Werwick River
£ - -Henrico, Warrosquyoake

Cherles City Charles River

Elizabeth City Accavrack,

Brown's "First Republic", p 254 (See 2lso p. 213), says under

- date prior to June 17, 1617s "It seems certain, however, that he

(Argall) 1located definitely the then bounds of the four zreat
"Incorporations and Parishes of.Jahes Cityy, Charles Citty, the citty
of Henricus 2nd :Kiccowtan'" afterwards Elizabeth City County).

And Lieutent'ts to te appointed the same as in Encland, énd
in a more especial manner to take care of the vwarr against Indians,
And ss in'England, Sheriffs shall te elected to have the same power
eas there, and sergeants and‘bailiffs where need bte.

Commissioners, instead of five ovound causes rmav te
determined ten pound causes, =nd one of the council to have notice to
attend and assist in each «Céuet of shire."

Accawrack was formed in 1634 (H.l, P.224), but the name
was changed to Northampton in 1642 /2 (H. 1, p. 249).

The Accovmack records begin(April 21, 1€663. The exact date
of the formation of the County seems to be unavailable, but we know

that the Act of March, 1661/2 says that (H II P. 122 § & @ "the use



P

Of_ﬁhéi@gﬁffgigéd‘this yearé ottt of the ~ kwo shillings pef'
-hogéhggdmin.quthampton County (the name given to the whole of
the Eastern shore in 1642/3 ( H 1, P, 249) @ @ @",
while the Act of Séptember, 1663--in referring to this Act of
1661/2, says (H. 2, p. 186) " @ < & @ prohibits the im-
portation of any salt in the counties of Northampton and Accowmack
, @ @ @ 9@ for the szid counties, @ @ @", specifying and
twice referring to both counties, which must have teen in exist-
ence at that tirme.

Also, we are indebted to the Hon. John D, Grent, Jr.
Clerk of Accomack, for the folloﬁing caption of the Tirst Court
of that County, as it appears in the éarliest volume of re-
cords, (D. & W. 1663-1666)s

"At a Court held in Accomack County yé 21lst April
by His llajesty's Justices of the Feace for ye szid County in ye
fifteenth year of the rRéigne of our Soﬁereign Lord Cherles ye
Second by ye Grace of Goa of Geeat Britain, France and Ireland
~-Kinz, defender of ye faith, and in ye year of our Lord God
1663, Present Anto, Hodgkins, Captain George Farker, ilr. Rev,

o
<

Brown, Nr.Vest, Ir.John VWise." (See zlso Green's "Genesis of
Counties in Slaughter's "Brief Sketch of Williaw 3reen, ILL D.*
P. 1013 snd Vise's "Sarly History of the Zastern Shore of Vir-

ginia", »p. 173).




b

. ROBINSON VIRGINIA COUNTIES,
Page _ 86,
"The name of Accomack County was changed to Northampton
in 1642/3 ( H. 1, p. 249); see also Green's "Genesis of
Counties" in Slaughter's "Brief Sketch of Willial Green, LL D,"
v, 101,

We are indebted to Doctor Lyon G, Tyler, of Williams-
burg, Va.,, for the following data concerning the early history cf
Northumberland County:

"Northumberland - was the iIndian name gziven to the In-
dian District Chickacoan in February, 1645 (H. 1 p. 294). It
was doubtless then created a County by the Governor and Council.
In October, 1648. this action was formally confirmed by the
General Assembly ( H, 1, p. 352): See 2lso account of Northum-
berland in "William and Mary Quarterly", XX111 p. 182)" See
also "Virginia lizgazine of History and Biography", X111l
pp. 249, 280,

Yorthumberland and Westmorelsnd were united “or Yeivill

4
and rilitary ourvoses, by an Act of llzrch, 1461/2 (H. II P.1%1).



(j) {

From Robinson's Virginia Counties, _Pages 74 and 75.

B "PROVIDED always, That the said new counties (Augusta
and F?ederick) ----- shall remain oart of the county of
Oranée - = - - until it shall be made appear to the Governor

and Council, for the time teing, that there is a sufficient
number of inhabitants for appointing Justices-of-the Peace,
and other officers, and erecting Courtstherein, for the due ad-
ministration of Justice"., (H. v.p. 79). But Augusta was"not
fully organized until the 30th Dectober, 1745". (Waddell's
"Annals of Augusta County, Virginia, 1902, page 52: "Virginia
M2gazine of History and Biography", g} P. 426).

West Augusta District (1799-1776), says Waddell's "Annals
of Augusta County, Virginia, 1902, p.252 appwars to have been e-
vdlved, rather than created bj—law. Its existence vas first re-
cognized bty the £egislature during the session which began
October 7, 1776, when an Act was passed (H.9 p.262) "for ascer-
tainirg the toundary line betveen the county of Augusta 2nd t he
District of West Aucusta (and for dividing the said district into
three distinct counties)",

An exanination of the "Journals of the House of Zurzesses"
(Virginia State Library, 1905-1915), 2ll of vhich have aspesred
since Wa7dell's "Annalls” was published, does not tirow any ad-
ditional light uwpon the subject: Yut the 1828 reprint of the "Jour
nal of the House of Delegates for 1776", p. 4--in support of the
petition of the inhebitants of the western parts qf Fincastle
County says " = - = = =that they consider themselves, and the
said lands to be within the State of Virginia, whose Legislature
they acknowledge, and to which state they cénceive that they just-

ly belong; that, havijg assembled together after due notice



\.‘
they ha@ elegtgd twp members to represent them in this House
and hoping»that they Qay e received as their delegates; that
they are rédady and willing, to the utmost of their abilities, to
assist in the su:port of the present laudable cause, by contribut-
ing their quota of men and riney; and that, in order to preserve

good order, they had, as was done in West Augusta, elected & Com-

"

mittee of 21 members, = = = = =",

Obviously, the result of the exigencies of frontier life,
but without legislative or legal status, the District of Vest
Auguste was, never-the-less, represented in the Convention of
llarch, 1775 (Peyton's "Augusta County, Virginia™, pp. 173, 176, 206
the "Journal" of which (1816 reprint) says, p.4 "A letter from
the inhabitants of that vart of Augusta County which lies to the
vestward of the Allegheny lountains, desiring that John Fevill and
John Harvie, Esqrs. may ‘e admitted into this Convention as their
delegates, begng read; upon a motion, RESOLVED, That the said John
Nevill and John Harvie be adritted as delegates for the County of
Auzusta", even though the same "Journal" ©p. 3 shows 2ronz the 7 ele-
g2tes listed, "Thomas Lewis, Samuel icDowell, and John Harﬁgg,
Esqrs, for Augusta', and Lewis's "Report of the De ertment of Ar-
chives and History of the State of Vest Virginia", 1908, p. 183,
shows that Nevill and Harvie were delegates from the "District of
Vest Augusta; and, also (p.154) that John Harvie and George Rootes
vvere the delegates from the same District in the Convention of
5uly, 1778, while the "Journal of the Convention of lisy, 1776"
(1816 re~print), p. 3 contains this in the list of delegates: |
"West Augusta, John Harvie and Charles Simms, Esquires™, ”;f .
There is every reason to believe that the District o% Wést

Augusta was represented in the House of Delegates of October, 1776,



~

\

whigp‘gesgiqn passed ﬁheistt “fgr ascertgining-the boundary, &co
as this,ﬁill was "conmittedto Mr.TréaSurer; Mr.Simms, and the
members for Augusta, TFrederick, Qunmore, Hampshire, Botetourt
and Fincastle, as can be seen by referring to vp. 31, 33 of the
1828 re-print of this "Journal", Iir,Simms being the last dele-
gate from the District of West Augusta whose name we have,

On the other hand, Vest Augusta does not seem to have been
represented in the Convention of August, 1774, although after
its abolition by the formation of Illonongalia, Ohio, and Yohogan-
ia in 1776 (H. Ix p.262) it appears to have heen represented
in the Virginia Assemblies of lay, 1779 and October 1779, by David
Rogers, as Senator from the District of Vest Augusta"'r(see Lewis
above, pp. 103-4,~-=though a careful analysis willyshow that this

"Fistrict of Vest Augusta" was evidently the Senatorial District

.fp6m§p§§§;gflme§pﬁgﬁﬁiaki§thﬁgféhdéxyhogania Counties, simply re-

taining its old and popular designation, for at the session of
lay, 1780, we find that the "District of Vest Aucusta™ has disap-
leared, while the Senatorisl District of "konongalia, Yohogania,

~

and Ohio" apvears for the first time,--such a district not ap-

vearing at the same time a2s the "District of West Auzusta", = ltaougl

there vere delegates froim these individual counties.
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