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Bureau of Labor Statistics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is likely the case that the rapid expansion of open textbook adoptions has put pressure on commercial publishers to develop lower cost alternatives. This helps to explain the declining cost of books from 2017 to 2020.



Marshall Univ. Libraries & Online Learning
Pre-2017 Individual Faculty and Chemistry Dept. 
2017 (Fall) Assoc. Dean of Libraries on sabbatical to research OER
2018 (Fall) SGA and Library begin collaboration
2019 (January) Scholarly Communications & OER Librarian position
2019 (February) Marshall Digital Scholar Specialist position supports OER
2019 (April) MU joins the Open Textbook Network
2019 (May) OER LibGuide published
2019 (August) OER Workshop at iPEDS/Center for Teaching & Learning
2020 (January) Open Textbook Workshop and Paid Review (29)
2020 (March) Open Textbook Workshop and Paid Review (13)
2021 WV State Open Textbook Grants (15)
2021 Creating Discovery Tools for Open Textbooks
2021 Marshall Affordable Textbooks Listing, Fall 2021 

https://open.umn.edu/otn/
https://libguides.marshall.edu/c.php?g=922133&p=6646180
https://mds.marshall.edu/lib_faculty/62/


Stakeholders

• Marshall Administration
• Student Government Association (SGA)
• Faculty 
• Bookstore (Follett)
• Libraries & Online Learning
• Center for Teaching and Learning (CTL)
• The State of West Virginia (WVLC)



OER at Marshall 2018-2021

• 2018 Chemistry Dept. pilots OpenStax Fundamentals of Chemistry
• 2018 & 19 The Marshall Administration provided bonus funds to 

Departments that adopted an Open Textbook (Math)
• 2020 The Marshall Administration paid $250 stipends to 35 faculty 

who attended an Open Textbook Workshop and submitted a review 
to the Open Textbook Library 

• 2021 WV State offered $1000 grants for 15 MU faculty to switch to 
Open Textbooks





No Textbook Required

Affordable Option

By Hannah Petracca and Hunter Barclay, 2019



High Yield Courses
SOC 200 
MTH 121 
MTH 130 
BSC 104 
BSC 105 
PSY 201 
ACC 215
ACC 216
PHY 201 
PHY 203 
HS 220 

BSC 120 
BSC 121
BSC 227 
BSC 228 
MTH 102 
ECN 250
ECN 253
THE 112 

CMM 207 
MUS 142 
MTH 127

By Hannah Petracca and Hunter Barclay, 2019



Presenter
Presentation Notes
29 faculty attended Marshall’s first Open Textbook Network Workshop & Paid Review on 1-31-202013 faculty attended Marshall’s second Open Textbook Workshop & Paid Review on 3-16-2020



Adoptions
Yes 13/Maybe 19 out of 41 participants



West Virginia House Bill 4729
Passed March 3, 2020; in effect ninety days from passage.

AN ACT to amend and reenact §18B-10-14 of the Code 
of West Virginia, 1931…

(6) Encourage and incentivize the use of emerging 
technologies, such as electronic textbooks, online 
textbooks, print-on-demand services, and other open 
resource materials

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/bills_text.cfm?billdoc=HB4729%20SUB%20ENR.htm&yr=2020&sesstype=RS&i=4729

http://code.wvlegislature.gov/18B-10-14


15 Marshall Faculty to be awarded the $1,000 grant after 
adopting an Open Textbook, using it one semester, and filling 
out a survey of their experience at the end. The library assisted 
at least 8 faculty to find an appropriate open textbook.







Discovery Tools for Open Textbooks

• Many open textbooks are available, but they can be difficulty and time 
consuming for faculty to find it. Therefore, we start to collect open textbooks and 
use Digital Commons/Marshall Digital Scholar platform to creating Discovery 
Tools for Open Textbooks – open textbooks database. It provides a single 
interface for faculty can search and access open textbooks.

• Streamline access to open textbooks

• Save faculty time searching and collating materials from numerous open texbook
platforms.

• Provide course materials/ open textbooks for faculty review and adoption that 
are no cost to students

• Improve access to course content for students

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to support textbook affordability and encourage faculty to review and adopt open access textbooks and affordable textbooks Marshall University Libraries are working on creating open access textbook database with Marshall Digital Scholar (MDS). The MDS uses Bepress’ Digital Commons. The goal is to provide a single interface and streamline access to quality open access textbook for faculty who save time searching and collating materials from numerous Open Educational Resources or open access textbooks platforms. 



Open Textbooks Database 
https://mds.marshall.edu/oa-textbooks/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are pleased to let you know that I worked with Bepress and I got permission to add librarians at West Virginian libraries as administrators to the OA Textbook book database. In another words if we chose MDS/Digital Commons for this statewide project there is no license issue and no additional cost for us and no cost for other WV libraries.

https://mds.marshall.edu/oa-textbooks/


Faculty Reviews
• https://mds.marshall.edu/oa-textbooks/

• See screenshot: click the title or the book cover or “Read More”.

• Clink the button of Link to Full Text and then you will see the following screenshot (example)

• Click the “(8 reviews)” to see the review content.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also like to include faculty review

https://mds.marshall.edu/oa-textbooks/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/213#Reviews




To communicate further about open textbooks, contact us at

sheret@marshall.edu; (304) 696-6577
zhangj@marshall.edu; (304) 696-2326

Marshall University OER LibGuide https://libguides.marshall.edu/c.php?g=922133&p=6646180

Open Textbook Library
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks

mailto:sheret@marshall.edu
mailto:zhangj@marshall.edu
https://libguides.marshall.edu/c.php?g=922133&p=6646180
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks
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