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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Emile Milo Mollé; thﬁ'intérviéwée; was born in Point Marion;
Pennnsylvania 67 yéars~ago; HE wént thrqﬁghi thé 8thAgradé at the
Marietta, Ohio grammar school; As a young man; hé camé to Charléston,
West Virginia Whére hé has workéd and livéd éver sincé. Mr. Molle was

employed at Libbey Owens Ford Glass Plant until he retired 3 years ago.



INTERVEIW
ORAL HISTCRY PROJECT

L.D.-- My name is Lance Dew and I'm interveiwing my grandfather,
Emile Molle. Tell me about your parents migrating here Grandpa,

and how they started here in this country.

E.M.-=- Well, they came from France and Relgium at an early age, say
eighteen or twenty years old. I think. But, they met here in this
country when they settled in South Dakota on government, ah, pro-
perty, ah, homestead land. Ah, for quite some time, they lived

there, until they, ah, until some of the corporations from France
built a v»lant or two, glass plants, which they followed 2ll the

time, ah, in their line of work., Ah, they later came to Pennsylvania.
Ah, that's my first recollection of, ah, starting, ah, you might say.
Ah, I was at the age, I would say, seven years old, probably. Ah,

we lived there, ah, nine or...
L.D.-- That was at Point Marion?

E.M.~- That was at Point Marion in Pennsylvania., Ah, we went to
school there, and, ah, my dad worked in the, ah, glass plant there.
Of which there was three at the time, small plants, ah ah, for, oh
I suprose we were about twelve yeers old. Ah, then he had an offer
of a hetter joh at, ah, Marietta, Ohio. ¥e moved there from, ah,
Point Marion. Ah, by the way, that's where Marietta College is

at, too. And we moved into a house just across the campus from
¥Yarietta, Ohio, frov the, ah, Marietta College.. We went to school
there until T was about, ah, sixteen years old, then we started, ah,

our trade as, ah, glasscutters,

T.eZe== Did you and all your brothers start iz the same trade?
DeM.—=~ Well, they were all in the glass businesg in one trade or

gnother, one, ah, brasch or the other,



B

m.M.-- Like, an, my father was a glassblower, he blowed glass.

I had an uncle, a2k, that was, ah, what we call in glass business,

a teaser, ah, he he tended the tank which melted the glass. Then

we had, ah, I had an uncle that was a flatener. My dad blowed
these, ah ah, cylinders, then they were cracked and ah, flatened

out on Lot éton S, in a, in an oven. Then that b#came a sheet of
glass, of course when it was conveyed on into, ah, where, ah,

store house and coocled, then they brought that into, ah, the cutting
rooms is where I started in. I was a cutter, ah, and I had a
brother that was already in the cutting business. But, 1t was

a rhase of glassmaking and, ah, production. Ah,...

.D.-- Well, did, when you were growing up, ah, did your father
try to maintain any customs of his country, of, ah, Trance or

ah, in the languare or in any way?

E.M.-- Well, yes. Ve were brought up by, ah, my mother and

dad by teaching us French as we, ah, not actually teaching, but
talking, and ah, we spoke French, the whole family. 'The whole
family spoke French. And at tiwes, we were, ah, we felt that, ah,
that wasn't so good because, ah, alot of people, ah, when you'd

go to school, they they thougnt trat you wern't an Awerican, ah,
or that youw were of, ah, French descent, or any foreign descent.
That you were a foreigner, and it had an effect on us, ah, feeling

bad about their thounghts about foreign people.

L.D.-- Did it make you resent them or resent yourself?

=

M.,== Well, not necesserily, ah, we also knew that it was a fact
and ah, we were born in this country, raised in this country, tut
ah, you still thin}, ah, of yourself as being foreign born.

You know.

L.D.-- Did your father, ah, have you speak French constantly
as you grew up, or...?

E.M.-~ VWell, yes. He, ah, wanted us to, z2h, follow it, &ah, their

1-

footsteps in, an, speaking Trench, in ah, naving it ah, speating



it in the house or anywhere that we were. But, ah, speaking
American that way, and going to school in American schools, and
learning the Tnglish language, why it ah, kind of interferes, ah,
with ak, well, I wouldn't say interfering, but I mean that, ah,
you don't feel right talking, ah, French in front of, ah, we
didn't, in front of ah, American, other American kids. You know.

You felt that you were infeyicr to them or something that sort of.

L.D.-- Yhen did your, ah, family move to West Virginia, to

“harleston?

E.M.-= Ah, we moved from, ah, Marietta to, ah, Arnold, Pennsylvaniea,
where we worked about a year in a, in another glass plant up there.
Then we lived there in ah, Arnold, Pennsylvania akout a year,

then we heard of Charleston here, ah, Libbey-Owens-Tord Glass
Company, ah, expanding, and ah, needing men, and ah, making it

a little more attractive than the jors that we had. So, we
thought we'd come down here and try it, so we did, and ah, it
turned out real good. We made guite a bit more rmoney. We were

on a production rasis, and ah ah, that's when they started

making glassblowing machinery. Ah, that left my dad out of work,
and changed over from hand, we called hand process to machine
rrocessing glass, which was quite a bit different, and ah, rigger

1

production, proved out to he a real good thing.

L.D.-- But, as ah, more mechinizetion came into the glass industry,

it ended the jobs for ah, most of the men.

=

1 .,-- Yes, his job and also the blowing of the glass, the

i
flatening of the rlass, and a few other di:

r
()

i 0 fferent jobs, that done
avey withk that., This is what they called the flat-drawn process.
Ah, later, ah, the Pitisburg Plate Comvany came out with ah, a
glassmaking machine, ah, that drawed the glass straight up into
the air and then it was cut off, you know, verticle process,
While Likbey-Owens was a flat-drawn process which come out of
the tank over rolls znd on & layer ancd on cut until it cocled
and then at the ené of

ah

P the layer was cut up into sheets of

glass, which was transfersed down to tre cutting rooms which

2

2



we cut, and ah, our our ah, end of the process was still in
ah, focus. I mean, ah, we cut glass, for a bit, for a long

time.

L.D.-- As a cutter, you were still employed until that was starting

to be mechinized, too. Recently.

E.M == Well; recently, ah, I'd say about eight or ten years ago
then they, ah, developed, ah, into, ah, more mechanized way of
cutting the glass, which didn't covpletely eliminate us, bdut

possibly will in time, the hand cutting part. Ah, they cut now

with machinery, which 1s a hig advancement over the old way.

L.D.-- So, you and your family were living in West Virginia, in
the Kanawha Valley, ah, working in a glass plant, so I take it

that you were here during the depression?
Z.M.=-- Right.
L.D.-=- You were,

E.M.~- Which was really bad for most working people, especially
us. Ah, out of, ah, let's see, there was three of us cutters,
and ah, only one of us cutters worked, ah, during that depression
which was curtailed very much. He only worked one or two days a
week. Ah, we were completely off, me and my brother, me and two
brothers. And it made it awfully hard on the family. Ah, I was
completely owt of work for about two years, which almost made

a communist out o me.

1

L.D.-- Then, the glass industry was, ah, particularl

A

7 herd hit

by the depression?

E,M.== Rizht, real tad hit, hecause it w#as not a, ah, well, it's
it's a thing that you can use if you've got the money. If you
don't have, you don't use it. It's not like food or, ah,
something like clotring that you have to have., ALh, if ycu have
a, own a house, and ah, you've got a couvle of windows out, well
then, if you've got & couple of dollars coming in, you're not
gonna put them windows in first, you're gonna eat. Then put

the windows in later, if you've got the umoney.



L.D.~-- During the depression you said that it almost made you &
communist, did did your knowledge of socialism or communism, 2ah,

increase &t thct time, or did you have any knowledge of it at all?

E.M.-- I hadn't paid much attention to it up until that, but it
made me think about the conditions of the government. I was
wondering why all this had to be. Why it come about. Ah, it
made us bitter to have to live in this society and most of the
time have a nickel in your pocket, picking up snipes off the
street, or buying, ah, tebacco in a small pouch for a nickel a .
pack, trying to make them last two or three deys, which was hard.
Ah, possibly it was a good thing, cause you'don't smoke as much.
But, in a way, you know that ah, they claim that during that time
that ah, heart trouble was almost nil in this country, which I
suppose was cyflsed from not over-eating, ah, that part micht
have heen all right., Rut, ah, in a society like ours, where
vyou're used to doing pretty well, and ah, having, ah, pleasures
of 1ife, small pleasures of life, well, then it's sud<enly teken

away, why, it's tough.

LL.D.=- You once %told me a story akout a woman, who, ah, spcke
out against communism at one time when you were talking to her.

Weren't you?

T.M.,-- Oh yes, well, I was I was, that was during the depressioﬁ,
and we had been .awfully hard hit, the whole family, and ah, not
only cur family, ah, the thing that, ah, made it not so bad was
that everytody else was in the same woat, Ah, it ah, ma’e it
you know, not quite so unbearakle, ah, because everyone else was
in the same category. And no ore, ah, in the laborinmg class peorle
had much to brag ahout, even tie people that were worlting, ah,
kut this woman, ah, I was living in.a garage at my brother-in-laws,
an, whichh T had no income at all for oh o

I got into WPA, which give to you, ah a days work a wesl, ah
wnich didn't amount to a whole lot, only to threc or fou

1 Tar & veek  wAa ey "
dollars & week voy wade frow your vages, bute still

-



it it bourht cuite a few Leans and side telly, they called it.

Ah, my sister-in-law run a store, a little grocery store, which
didn't have to: much in it. There was a woman in there talking
one day, and I I was, &h, kind of fed up with the establishment
the way it was run and the way to, ah, live, and I in a joke, in

a joking way, we were talking the, ah, about different conditions
of the country, and I said, ah, we're not as well off as the rest
of the people now, or anyone that has communism is alot better off
than we are. And which she answered, '"No, I wouldn't want to be a
communist, ah, becanse they take everything you've got.m And ah,
you know where she was living? She was living on the river bank,
on government property, not paying anything for it, not taxes or
anything, and had a tent pitched where her and her husband and two
children lived., Now, &ah, now they didn't have any way to cook,
only by bricks that he had gathered up and ak, made him a little
oven like thing there, ah, stove or furnace, you might say. And
ah, that's what they had to cook on. When they had anything

to cook!
L.D.-= She claimed they they would take everything you had.

E.M,-- Yes, she said she wouldn't want to ke, ah, communistic,

or live under communist rule, because ah, they would take every-

thing you had., And I told my sister-in-law, I said, "Boy, there

isn't much they can take from her, is there?" This tent even had
holes in it. I don't know. It wust have rained in on them, when

we had bad weather.

L.D,-~ Did, did you bhecome interested in, ah, communism at an

early age, or has this heen just...

E.M.-- No, I wouldn't say that. I just really, ah, I hadn't

paid too much attention to it. You know, when you're doing all
right, you don't pay too much attention to all these things. Then
I think younger pecorple, don't think thev grasp anything like

I
that until something causes it. Now, that, ah, depression really
+

caused me to start thinking abtout it. ™hy, why was it that, ah.
There was such an un=zalance of, ah, thinge in the country. Ch,



you wonder aktont those things. Ah, I I don't know whether I was,
yes, I suppose I was against the establishment, like they are now.
Ah, but, I don't know, ah, politics, I didn't think too much of
politics only that I was, I didn't like it , I didn't like the,
ah, way the country run, and the way things had been. Eut, 1éter
on, after the depression, then, when we did get back to work

and started making woney, and could afford a car and cigarettes
and steaks, why, you kind of loosered up, and you kind of forgot

about it.

L.D.~- You feel...

EtM.== But I feel that, ah, I know that. And it broadened my
experience in 1life, and T know now that, ah, that isn't a good
thing, and I would like to see it dissaprear.

L.D.-- To what dissapuear?

EM,-- The inequality, the,

—

with nothing.

everybody concerned.

L.D.-=- S0, vou
Z.M.== I think, ah, for the

It just doesn't,

I don't think.

The inequality?

ah, the rich, t

it just

ah,

think the communist system is,

masses, ah,

I think

oo rich, and the poor

isn't a good thing for
is ah better.

it does wonderful.

Ah, I've never lived in the comrunist state, T don't know., 1It,
ah, sounds, ah, it sounds all right, and I, what I believe about
it, it sounds like they're doing all right. I don't see anything
wrong with it. I sometimes wonder if it, ah, would match our
sycstem. in the business that I was in and

Possikly not, ah,
T

making rood money.. It proratly wouldn't

then I think of the, ah, poor peorle, a hat tinme
which we still have and according to statistics and that, there's

avout thirty percent yet, that ah that are under, what, $4,000
class, ah, in & four person family.

L.De== Do you mean tre level of poverty in the country?

E.M.== Yes, oh yes, it's that and sh, ah, I feel bad zhout that.

everynody, I



think that everytody ourht to have a living. Ah, I don't have
all the answers to it. I think possibly by, ah ah, taking ah,
making an early retirement for people, or cutting back on, ah,
hours. Ah, now, right now, there's a thing that's booming. I've
noticed in a lot of the trades, even our trade, before I left,
ah, worked Saturdays, which was something we hadn't done in years.
A, I deon't think that that's healthy. I think that ah, that we
should divide that work up more, maybe six hours a day, or

four hours a day. Possihly would relieve a whole lot of that,
and be better for the country. The more peoprle you rave working,
I sometimes wonder why the government doesn't adopt plans more of

which to that effect.

L.D.-- Grandpa, you spoke earlier of ah, the value of communism
to the messes, or to the common man. Just, Jjust what values

do you see, other than the right to pursue a living?

E.M.-- Well, ah, it seems to me that in ah, frowm what I read, in
these other forms of government, communistic forms, that their
medicine is better. Ah, more peorle are reached, Ah, it's not
the idea of just, ah, the people that have thea money, get the
best deal, Ah, I mean the poor people get sick, probably more
so than the people thet do have a little money. Ah, our doctors
here are wey below the, ah, averace of some of these comrunist
es, Ah, I sometimes wonZer a»ont that, and why, that in
Russia there's, ah, two to one more doctors than we have in this
country. And still we call them a backward state, and tha
communism isn't much good. Ah, the thing that I see is that it
isn't wuch gnod for the capitalists. Ah, ah, cheaper housing,
which the people, the poor, could afford, goocd housing, ah,

different thinge to that nature seems to me like that ah, that

L.D.-- So, the whole theory of, ah, communism, of Leing geared
more to the masses and for the wasses, has therefore has a str

appeal to you.

W.M,== Rirht it does,



L.D.-- To you personally. Well, perhaps we should, ah, move on

to ah, sreak about ah, politics in this state. Ah, dc you have

i |
any, ah, particular feelings atout the ah, the way the political

system works in this state?

E,M,-- Yes, I wonder, ah; in this last election, I think that the
Democratic party had a real gocd, ah, man running for governor,
ah, Rockerfeller, an, Jay Rockerfeller. And I really thought

he wes going te get in. I thourht that wost of the people

would vote for him. And instead, ak, Arch Moore seemed to have
gotten in ty a tig majority of the votes, and in my opinion, ah,
he's not been a bad governor, hbut he hasn't been a real good

governor, and tco, he was in trouble when he went in there, he

)

owed the government a lot of money, ah, from income tax, 2h,

they claim, Ah, I wonder how he got out of that. Ah, the other,
ah, the politics in most, oh, in &ll of the United States, I think,
is so bad that I sometimes wonder how people can keep on voting,

ing and raising the dickens about different candidates, ah,

QL
- |
03
o

1

when all I've ever seen through, ah, my lifetime, ah, or the time
that I have spent looking at politics is, ah, is,as I look back
now, ah, the whole thning smells., TI've never yet seen too much
that was any good. TRoosevelt, ah, I thought was, ah, real good,
ah, as far as the masses were concerned, a real goocd President.
But when it come time to, ah ah, the chips were down and try to
keep him in, it's, I think the poor people, ah, the lesser peorle,
the working peovle, the masses that voted against him, ah, to be
sort of like a dictatorshin, because he wanted to attae

Suprere Court. They voted him down on that, which a lot of people
claimed that he would have become & dictator, ah, a form of a
dictator. Well, if a dictator done 2s much for a country, any

other country, as Roosevelt done for this one, I don't see any thing

much toc wrong with a dictator, actually.

LeD,== &b, for the polities of the state ol West Virginis, do you

ol ) S A T E qS =
feel theret's, ah, anything that mekes it different from, =say,

J



political cdevelopments in other states or other areas? Is there

0
anything particular avout this state that?

E.M.-- Vell, the the thing that I see is that it's a poor state.
It's, I suppose, more uneducated people in it than a whole lot of
the states. And, too, it seems like, ah, when legislation is
brought.around, ah, in a better form which might have been, ah,
used in New‘York, Chicago, or ah, a bigger city, or in states,
thet we are a long time grasping the good parts of it. Ah, I

would think it's because so many of us aren't educated so properly.
L.D,-= West Virginia, in some ways, seems & little behind times.

n.M.-= Rirht. A whole lot behind. FKow, they had Papke from
Chicago at one time to try to set up a better, ah, tax, ah,

structure that we had, than we had,but the people turned him
down. They, ah, refused to accept his, ah, tax proposals.
'Which was a stupid thing to do. It would have helped us tq
ah, to a better, er ah, tax structure, and, ah, help out tle

states' economic development.

LiD.-- Why did West Virginians reject this outside advice,if
it would have helped the State?

E.M.-- Ignorance, I guess, You see, well, there's a shor-
tage of education in this state, ah, too many uneducated
people here, We need to improve education in the state, ah
more money to the colleges and other schoods., It would hel
more than, ah ah, the politics, the ah, social life and
peoples enjoyment would be better, It'd help us all, too.

L.D.-- Would this solve most of West Virginia's problems?

Jo



E.M.--.No, You can't solve all problems, but you can help out some.
another thing to help this state into something better would be

to »ut young neonle into governmet. Let more, ah, wdell Jet

younger people government. They would bring in more radical; ah;
progressive change fpr the better, These; old crooks have been

in their long enough, We need to let others have their; welJ; their

chance,

L.De== Do you think there will actually be any, ah, real change in

the state, or, for that matter, this country?

‘

E.M.-- Well, the rich peornle have control of everything in this
country. But this country will have to ah; soon or later; go

over to Communism, The; ah; peornle will get more educated and ah;
find out what the politicians are really doing. They'll see this
eraft and stealing. They will see; ah; who's ah, controlling their
ah; lives. Well; there has to be a bettédr way to; ah; a better

way to ah, a better system with better treatment for more people,
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