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(Copy) = - 9 3 R
First Methodis¥: Church |
Charles &.. Turley, D.D, Pastor.
Newark, Ohio.
“y dear Mr.Lambert ¢
Your letter of Fet. 3, received, and a multiplicity
of duties nas vrevented my answering it until now., I have a
staterent vwrevared by William T, Falley, mv co sin, the on o f
Charles H. Hall,
James Turley wzs torn i n 1754 and died in 133
His wife, Esther, whdm he rmarred ir 1784, died in 1824. Jares
Turlev vas a »~rivate under Captain John Chapman, s Virginia
cornany te cuarded prisoners from Albermarle Barracks to Fred-
ericksturg, aud. He also was in Col Josepn Crockett's regi-
ment, in Gen. George Roger Clarke's Expedition to the Falls
of the Ohio and served for two years.,
These were J=res Turlev's children:
John, Yvorn July 12, 1785: Patsv, torn Sentemter 27,
Kacvwcca
1"!'9@'?7 Jonathan, torn February 1, 838 /7?3 - 6/'2;/
Cornelius Turley was the son of John Turley: torn ?;;
Lay 8, 1813: married Warthra Jane Reece June 1C, 1828, re died &
~arch 5, 18785 His wife died Fet.l4, 1899, Thev had ter children
Four dsushters died in infancv. One dauzhter, Harriett torr J=n.
24, 184C, She married Charles H, *2ll iav 1%, 1888. One son
was worn of this Urion--Wwilliam 7, hall,
Five sons were born to Cornelius Turlerv’ Josenh
A.y Wwho 4ied in Ironton, Chio in 139C3, He had two sons--
Josepn A, and Clyde K,
Peter L,, merried Adriene Shaw. Two children. A

daughter died in infancy. Ernest A,, a son who died in 1912,

. »
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John Zunvan Reece was the third son. He was torn Jec.28,
1844+ married Zliza M., Elzea in 1864, Two daughters--Eerta
vho died in infancy: Hattie A,, who married Percy A. Watson, died
ir 1937, She has one daughter, Nita, Ttorn in 1899 and is still
living, near Proctorville, Ohio. Two sons--Cornelius Oscar,
torn Dec., 28, 1874, who married Bertie Cross in 1896, He
lost four sons in infancy. *e has one son, John Turley, who
lives in West Carrollton. Ohio. He has three children: Joh,
Zarvary, and Yancvy Sue. Two daughters, ¥rs.Ralvoh }, Sautter,
of Colurbtus, Chio, and she has four children: Charles J., John
Xlanor, and Jun=., The other dauchter is ¥aryv, the wife of
Carl W, Smith, of Delawsre, Ohio. Oscar resides at Delaware.

Orio.
]
John Turley s other son is Charles Xlzea Turley.

I have teen a Methodist minister for fortv-two vears. Vias
a Chamnlain in tre U.3,Army in 1918: a Distri~t Sunerintendent
in the Chio Conference of the lethedist church for six years

(the Wilminston Xstrict).

Arr now mastor of the <rirst lethodist church in ew=rk,
Uhio, i was married to Pearl Estelle iray Uctoter 6, 1904,
We have no children, I was torn lov. 17, 1873,

I am not sure if this is the irTormation vou want. Sonme
of tre tirthdays I do not have. Let me know if there is any o-
ther information 1 can gather.
Fraternally wvours,

(Signed) Charles &. Turley.
g 3
Charles Z.Turley.

P,8,Cornelius nad several Trothers--Isaaiah, Elijah, Daniel,
Josevh, John, Polly Ierritt was his sister, T te=-

lieve,
-



{Copy)
First Methodist Church
Charles &, Turley, D.,D, Pastor,
Newark, Ohio,
& dear My Lambert:
Your letter of ek, 3, received, anrd a rultiplicity
of duties ras yrevented my answering it until now, I have a
gstaterent vrevared by William T, Halley, mv co ein, the on o f
Charles ¥, Hall,

James Turley wag torn i n 1784 and died in 1338,
tHis wife, Esther, vhdr he marred iv 1784, died in 1824, James
Turler vas a nrivate under Captain John Chapman, s Vireinia
comnany de ~uarded prisoners fror Albvermarle Barracks to rfred-
erickstureg, ¥d. He also was in Col Josenh Crockett's regi-
nent, in Gen, George Roger Clarke's Expedition to the ¥alle
of the Ohio and aserved for two years,

These were Jores Turlev's enildren:

Jehn, vorn July 12, 1786: PFatsy, torn Jeptember 27,
1790 Jonathan, btorn february 1, 1838,

Cornelius Turley was the son of John Turley:; torn
ey 8, 18133 married Vartha Janrne Reece Jure 1, 1388, ¥e died
¢ arch 5; 1876 His wife died Feb.1l4, 1899, Thev had ter children,
“our dauchters died in infencv. Cne dsushter, Hovrictt torr Jeon,
274, 1840, Che married Charles H, ¥Hall Lav 12, 185%.'One gon
vas torn of this Union«-%illjem T, Hall,

F4ve sonsg were vorn to Cornelius Turley: Josenh
Aey wro Aied in Ironton, Ohio in 1303, He had two song--
Jorepr A, and Clyde X,

Peter L,, married Adriene Shaw., Two children. A

daughter died {n i{nfaney. Lrnest A,, & son who died {n 1912,
o)



John Bunyan Reece was the third son, He vas Eorn Dec,28,
1844 married F1')za K, Elzea in 1864, Two daughters--Derta
vhe Aied 1n infancy; Hattie A,, who married Percy A, Eatson;:died
ir 1937, She has one daughter, Nita, vorn in 2579 and is still
living, near Prootorville, Chio. Two sons--Co.nelsius Oscar,
torn DJec. 28, 1874, vho married Bertie Cro:z in 1896. le
lost four sons in infaney. He has one son, John Turley, who
lives in Vest Carrollton, Ohio. He has three ch!ldren: Joh,
Zarbary, and Nancy Sue. Two daughters, ¥rs,3slvh ', Sautter,
of Colurbus, Ohio, end she has four ehildren: Charles J.,, John
Zlanor, and June<, The other dsughter is ¥ary, the vife of

Carl V., 9mith, of Delawsre, Ohio. Osgcar resides at Delawnre,

John Turley's other son is Charles Elzea Turleyv.

I rave been a Vethodist minister for forty-two vears. las
& Chanlain in tre U,S,Amy in 1918; 8 Maetri-t Suverintendent
in the Chio Conference of the YVethodist church for six vears

(the Vilmington Hstriet).

I new mestor of the First Vetnodist church in Yewrrk,
Uhio, 1 was married to rearl lstelle Sray Cctoler €, 1304,
Ve have no children, I wes Yorn llov., 17, 1873,

I zr not sure if this is the inlfomation you want. “ore
of tre Yirthdoys I do not heve., Let me krow if thercris any o-
trer inforration I can gather.
Zraternally yours,

(8igned) Charles Z. Turley,
Charles X,Turley,

V45,€Cornelius had several brothers--Issaiah, X1ijah, Dsnlel,
Joseph, John, Polly Merritt was his sister, I tee

lieve,
=]l
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All of my cousins are dead except

S54vth S¢reat, Yronton, O.

“5“

Clyde K, Turlev, of
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WILL BOOK 4. Page 132,
LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT
of

' {
G. W, Savage, Sr. dec d.

Know all men by these presents, that I, George W, Savage, Sr
of the County of Cabell and State of West Virginia, teing of
sound and disposing wmind, .and body, and knowingﬁthéf"uncertainty

of life and the uncertainty of death, and teing desirous of

disvosing of what vnroperty God has trlessed me with, in & manner
that seems right and proper to me, I do hereby make, publich,
and declare this to e my true last VWill and Testament, hereby
revoking= all other wills by me at any time heretofore made.

First, it is my will and desire that at my decease my tody
sall te decently turied, and that 11 my just debts and funeral
exvenses te vaid by my Executor hereinefter nared out of my
perscral estate,

2nd, it is my will, and I hereby direct that teloved wife,
Iiinerve Savage, shall have the free use of all my personal
nroverty that I may have et the time of my death, to te held,
used, and enjoyed ty her, for and during her natural lifes and
at her death I will and tecuesth the same to my son, George V.
Savage, Jr. to have and to hold, use and enjoy, and dispose of
as to him may seem right and oroper.

3rd., It is my will and desire, and I herety direct that my
teloved wife, inerva Savage shall have and enjoy, use and
control all my real estate, consisting of the (80) eighty acre
traqt and one piece of land containing one-half of an acre,

Both pieces of land are situated on Merritt's Creek, McComas

ale
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Disffi@t,m?éingwfhégsamé'ﬁﬁeféalaﬁow live, for ahd during her
natural life, free of_any charge; whatever, and at the death
of my gaid“wife, Minerva, it is my will and desire, and I
hereby tequeath unto my s=2id son, George W, Savage, all said
real estate in fee simple, To have and to hold the same to him,
and his heirs & assigns. The land herety tequeathed to my
saiq son, Geo.W.5avage, Jr. is the same land conveyed to me by
W.C,Miller and others,

4th, It is my will end desire, snd I hereby will and teg-
gueath unto my daughter, Sarah Jane Carsey the sum of one dol-
lars to my daughter, Margaret E, Smith, one dollarj to An-
nie Volf one dollar; to Edward Savage, my son, one dollar; to my
daughter, Judie Price, one dollar, and I direct that said sum of
one dbllar e »naid to each of my sons, and daughters atove
nared bty my Executor hereimafter named, out of my personal prop-
erty. And I do hereby revoke =211 former wills by me hereto-
fore made. And I do hereby appoint Geo. W, Savage,Jr. Executor
of this, mv last will and testament.,

In witness whereof 1, the said testator, George V.. Savage,
Jr., have to this, my last Will and Testarent set mv hand and
seal the 2rd day of April, 1891,

G, W, Savage, Sr. (Seal).

Witnessess
Geo, E. Thornburg,

Vw,H,Stowasser,

Recorded 6th day of May, 1895,



| JUDGE DAVID McCOMAS. _

Eollqwing are some facts on the lifé'of Judgé ﬁévid-McComas
He was a son of General Elisha McComas. He was born in Giles
County, Virginia about 1795, and died there in 1864, He married
Cynthia F, French, daughter of Captain David French and his wife
Hary Dingess. They had no children. He was a distingueshed law-
yer and Judge. Was Judge of the Circuit Court of Kanawha Coun-
ty, a member of the General Court of Virginia, and State Senator
from the Kanawha District. He xgn for Congress in 1839, but was
defeated.

While Circuit Judge of the Kanawha District he lived in
Charleston, His home here was said to be where Guyan Valley High
School now stands. He was somewhat negligent in his dress, give
ing rise to a number of jokes. He was opposed to secession, and
is said to have made the first speech against it, at Richmond.

Now, as to proof of the date of his birth: The census of

1850 of the United States and Cabell County lists Judge David

McComas as being 56 years 0ld, and his wife Cynthia as 47 years old:

This would make his birth 1794, and that of his wife, 1803, I

have a good authority which states he was born about 1795, and idied

in Giles County, Virginia, in 1864, The Cabell County census for
1850 lists him and his wife, only, but does not give any chil-
dren. This corresvonds to what I have been told fo; years by old
citizens who knew him, personally,

He served as,Jﬂigéuif Judge of Cabell County fror 1843
to 1852, when he was defeated for re-election by George W.Summers
of Kanawha County. Later, Judge Summers resigned, after which

Judge McComas served--from 1858 to 1862, when he joined the Con-

federate army. After the war he made his home in Giles County,
. -

i
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Virginia, where he died in 1864.A He is also said to have served
as a Judge in a Cent?al West Virginia county.

There were several David McComas'

8, but in most cases they
are easy to distinguish. David McComas, Sr. or the first, died
atout 1821, Others are definitely too Joung to be confused i
with the Judge. Little David McComas is the only one that
could be easily confused with Judge DPavid McComas. Fortunate-
ly, he is also listed in the Cabell County census for 1850. This
shows that his wife was Endocia, and that she was born in Tennes-
see.,

In 1850 Thomas McComas, aged 71, and his wife Mary, aged
also 71, were living, and reported no children. This was probably
Thomas McComas, Sr. and his wife. They could easily have been the

varents of Little David, as they were about 22 years old when he

was born,
The census shows N.McComas %6 with neither wife nor

children. His wife may have been dead. This may have been Moses
McComas, and he could easily have been the father of Little Pave
He was torn in 1774; hence was skbout 25 years old when Little Dav-
id was born.
James McComas (Deed Bk D. p.25) during his life deeded

100 acres of land to his son, David F, McComas October 26,1871
they deed this land to Peter G, Jordon. James's wife:was Saran,
This David, probtatly David the younger, died about 1875, Godfrey
Sites purchased it (200 acres) for $2300.00. At that time he was
49 and she was 38, Hence, hewas born sbout 1801, and she was
vorn about 1812, They had four childrent

Henderson G, 15, born about 1835,

Lewis 10 " . 1840,

-2 -



Dyke, ' &, born Sbeut 1842,

Arminde, _ 4, " 3 * . 1846.

These are all the children Luttle Imvid and his wife ever
had. They lived on, or about McComas Ridge. Dyke was often cilled
"Little Dyke",

Endocia McComas was generally known as "Docia" She was
Docia Drake and was probably a sister to Henderson Drake. All ac-
counts agree that the Drakes came from Tennessee, gnd this is
borne out by the record.

Elisha V, McCpmas was a son of Congressman Rev, William
McComas. He served as Lieutenant Governor of Virginia.

It has been stated that Little David McComas married a
second time but I do not find such & record. It seems probable
that Little David McComas was the son of Thoras McComas, Sr., who
was one of the original brothers; hence, 2 brother to General
Elisha #cComas. If so, Judge David McComas, being a son of Gener-
al Elisha; was a nephew of Thomas McComas, Sr.

James McComas, torn about 1801, was about the same age as
Little David in 1850, hboth being 49 years old. He had a son
l)avid, 16 years old at that time; :hence, this David is eliminat-
ed This same David's deathis reported as of date April 20,1574
His age wes given as 41 years 9 mos. and 4 das; hence he was born
abtout 1882,

In the death record for 1889 the death of DU, ¥cComas,
aged 90, was reported by Joseph Burger. Mr,Burger was son-in-law
of Little David McComas., This would make D, McComas born in 1799,
Little David, according to the census report given atove, was
born about 1801, The age of old people often varies a few years

-3 =



'vhgn reported by relatives after bheir death. I have been told
that LittlgnDavid died‘mueh earlier than this; and it is prob-
gble that k® is correct, but it makes a strange co-incidence. At
any rate, Little David McComas is an enturely different person
from Judge David McComas, who merried Cynthia ¥, French, and had
no children.

ﬁavid McComas, a son of Thos, J. and Catherine McComas
was shown by the census to have been born sbout 1848, The father
was 32 in 1850; hence, was born about 1818, The will of Thomas
McComas, Sr. dated Aug.l9, 1854, says "if anything is left, after
giving certain other bequests, to go to the heirs of my son,
Dgvid McComas", If this indicates that David McComas was dead,
then this is not Pavid McComas, Inown as Little David McComas;
btecause it is known that he lived long after this.

| The census for 1850 shows that Jerome Shelton was 29

years old at that time; hence he was born about 1821. He married
Malinda Messinger April 29, 1843: She wasa dauchter of Nicholas
Messinger. At that time Jerome Shelton was listed as a black-
smith, and had three children:

- Suzanna, 6 years old

Eliza A, 4 " .

Susan 2 " "
Several children were born after that date. i

There is no question as to who wag his father. Hard-
esty says: "The first marriage was that of John Sjelton and
Sg11ie (Sarah) McComas". The parents of Jerome Shelton for many
years a resident here (Lincolnm County) but recently deceased"
This shows Jerome Shelton died probably in the early 1880s. The

first Shelton known to be in this section was Stephen Shelton
= & =

I



who settled on'“Bare" Creek about the close of the year 1811,
John Shelton came the next fall 1812,

By the same census James McComas, 45, born about 1805, had
a son, David, 11; hence, born about 1839,

Another L.S, or J. ? Thomas McComas was listed as being
32 years of age. This placés his birth date as 1818. He had s
sén, David D. who was two years old at that time; hence born in
1848,

One David McComas married Sarah Bias Shelton April 29; 1869.

The marriage record gives his age at 353 her's 26. Both
had previously been married. She was the daughter of Roland Bias

and married .Bias. He was the son of J. and E,

McComas,
Thomas McComas made a Will Aug. 19,1854. His wife was
Mgry Ahn. He had sons, Montesque, David, and James, His Admin-

jstrator was James McComas, Sr. This must have been Thomas McComas

Senior,



'~ MIDKIFF NOTES,
Mqumas ﬁranoh was pfébablj Peyton Branch.
Solomon Midkiff married, first, Sarah (Cynthia) McComas,
daughter of T.J.McComas and Condon(?). They had

four girls and one boy:
1, Gordon Midkiff warried Elizabeth Turner (See Tom Job
Also Mrs, Tate Walker).
¢ oy
2, Tfa, married Bruce Perry, of Perrytown (See Broad Per-

ry).
3, Aaline married Alvin Davis. (First married Cosby gias).

4, Emily married, second, IDavid Perry, of Zeimm{€rexk
Trace Creek. See Mrs, Jack johnson, Huntington.

5. Cynthia; married Elijah Perry, of Tyler Creek., See John
W. Perry. Solomon Midkiff married America Bias, daughter of
*Double Head" Roland Bias., Roland Bias lived, first on Gallie
Bias* place; then on the Cas Hutchinson place. Children: four

btoys and one girl.

1. Henry M.arried Iowa Carter, daught r of George Carter
) 77’)
and . (See ®eorge Midkill, of Madison Creek

2., Lewis, married Sallie Morris, daughter of Benj.Morris
(See Sallie).
2. Roland, married Margaret Johnson, daughter of Andy John-
son, of Bear Creek, ) .
4, Julia Minnie, married Charles McComas, son of William
McComas and Sarah McComas. His grandfather was Andy
M“cComas, who wife was Dials. (See Morris
Bias).
The Solomon ¥iddkiff house stood on right of G. V. R.R., go-
ing down 3/4 miles below Salt Rock; it was built by Roland

(Doublehead) Bias, my g;an% father. No other house stood
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between here and Walter Sﬁénn'e.

Julia McComas, born Aug. 10, 1866; married Charles MeComas

(See Sally Midkiff).,

Children, eight living and two dead:

1, Maud., married Gallie Midkiff,

2.
3,
4.
5,
6.
7.
8.
9,

10.

Claude, " Jesse Davis at Barboursville, W. Va,

Hal, married Ruby Callahan; lives at 18th St. road.
Callie, married Rob't Swann, { %14 Pl Mg gen Aiel hean)

Ellis,
Dallis,
Carl,
Zols,
Ruth,
Opal

"

"

Frances Miranda, from Logan, Lomes 4%/5114'ﬁam4c
May Midkiff, daughter of Harvey, .
Bessie Becket,

Earl Mangus,

Ernest Dodson,

Died young.

Write Ellis, Salt Rock.
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VILLrof_Wi;liam’R.:Hbrless. Wife, Nancy Harless, to
have all her natural life. Then, edually divided emong chil-
drent Polly J, Harless, Johr A, Harless, Gasper B. Harless,
Joseph M, H&rless; Rebecca C. Harless and Cinthia Ann Harless;

ny youngest daughter, not named.

James Harless the tract of land on vhich he now lives
"lying on the upper side of Neck Branch, as you go up the same
to my uper on said branch, also his proportional part of my
personal property at his mother's decease,dm."

My friend, John Chapman and my son, James Harless, Execu-

tors. April 19, 1860.

Witnesses:

Iohn»M. Dial,

James Dial, Jr.
Recorded Nov.5; 1860,

July 29, 1859, Wm.D. and Anne Adkins appoint Wm.R.Harless Power
of Attorney.
Aug., 6, 1856 (?) Leroy and Sarah Harless and Elizabeth Douglas,

Thos. and Mahala Douglas, of Boone Co. do the same for Estate of

*

W. C. Douglass.

Iy



Wliatt Smith

All things come to him who waits 1ong enough. I have my new copy of Phillip Gibbs
Street of Adventure. The book a paper back designated as "Everybody's Rebound 21-
Came all the way from 156 Chering Cross Road, London, W. C2. It was delivered

in person yesterday morning by John F. Hamilton, Just home after three years in
London with the OWI and the State Department., Miss Marie McGowan, described by
Mr, Hamilton as a Brooklyn gal, albelt I under stand she is from Manhattan,

found the fugtive volume in a London book shop., I had said here I wanted it.

Mr, Hamilton read the paragraph. With his usual generalship, he enlisted
operatives to look for it in London. Miss McGowan secured it many weeks ago and Mr,
Hamilton wrote he was sending it. I watched the mails in vain. Finally, John
came home, bringing the Street of Adventure with him. He explained that he
couldn't be bothered to post it. I believe that but I also suspect he kept it
him to read. In my opinion, it is the best of stories of newspaper people, of
whom Mr, Hamilton, veteran of The Advertiser staff, is one, He gained poundage
despite London diet restrictions and complains of the richness of the food
Kathleen, his wife, serves him, He also complains of the Huntington heat but

so do we all, John says that here was never a day in London when the heat made
him peel his coat but that the cold weather las Winter was something else again,

Mr. Hamilton proposes to teke a well earned rest anyway a rest, and for the time

being he'll do nothing but stay at his Holderby Road home and fan himself,

Probebly he'll start working again before too long. Yesterday, I couldii&t even
persuede him to serve as guest columnist. He did obige with a few remarks about

the handiness of the column though which, he remarked I replenished by library,

fed myself and perhaps derived other benefits, I'm caught with the goods about ®he
library replenishment as to the rest, I plead nolocontendere. It is a real

satisfaction to own the Street of Adventure again and matter of some wonder that

no reader on this side of the ocean heeded my apreals for it. Fortunately for me,

John F, Hamilton was in London and here is the book inscribed in true Hamiltdénian style.

If I sometimes use these columns to help myself, it is also true that they

serve others., Currently, the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Col wents the exact date of

the opening of its Huntineston station in 1892,That's tooc far back in the book

for me, or not far enough back. The station originally was that of the

Ohio River division., The depot must be just as it was in 1892, I don't recall

that it was ever enlarged or altered. Time was when there wes duil newspaper-day
agitation for a new B & O statinn, but nothing came of that, To day, the station
serves the railroad and the Greyhound buses., The bus ccmpany has plans for s

new terminal at Fourth Avenue and Thirteanth Street and there's a fresh stirring
if the old rumor that the B & O trains will run into the C & O station,

Anywgy, the B & O wants the date of the station's opening, maklng its request
through Colonel George S. #:llace.

Mrs, Bess Oliver and Miss Maude Day came last night from Wheeling to visit
their son and nephew City Editor E. k. Oliver, Mrs, Cliver, and Amy and Russell,
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Could the youths, of the present, te carried btack to the days:
before the wat, and see how few facilities, their ancertors had
foracquiring an éducationg I think they could look over all their
errors of speeck,

Prioe to the Yivil War Shhools were scarce, and each oupil was
supposed to pay from one to five dollags per month for their
tuition, The achools were called Subsecription schools. There

as usually an article of Agreecment which the vparents or guandimas
of the children signed ststing ¥low many scholars they would send.
These articles, as they were turned, was much more efficacious
than two or three Truant Officers, for the tuition had to-Be paid
whether g scholar attended a siggal day, and everyong wants the
worth of his moneye.

Teachers did not have to pass an Examination but Seciety flemanded
the services of ladies and gentleman and it would have teen useless
for gny other to apply. As an education was an expensive thing it
was only thoes who were of the tetter classes who cduld afford onee
Ateacher in those days, was reguired to te familar with classic
literature as we.. 25 all the leading toovics of the daye -We had
very few regular sxhool buildings. There was one brick btuilding
in Guyandotte,(which still stands, tut remodeled) and Marshall
Academy as it was then a@alled, was another school building, tut the
Marshall of that day never dreamed of the edifice that is our pride
todgy. Thoes twwo with a few log buildingsthrough the countty were
all I remembter..We taught in any room we could secure fov a reson-
atle rent, that was large enbugh to accommodate our pupils, who were
supposed to furnixh their own seats and desks,

The tooks used were varied, I have hadras many as three different
Grammor in the same school. We used the McBuffey's Reader and
Mitchel's Geography, generally we had a good many classes to recite
and we tried to have as many use the game text Yook as possitle
There are very few of the 0ld reachers left, azlmost everyone of
Catell Co's lod instructors are gone, but a few are left to tell the
tale. Professor Thackston, Mrs., Kate Alverts(Mrs. Jewell) and my-
self are sll that I know who are still living. We all taught,
toth tefore and after the war.

We know wery little about the mangg- of Four Schools &t first

and I suppose if our Schools Examiners could wsee just how teachers
are examined they would smile, infact the teachers themselves

smiled at swme of the guestions asked, tut I must say, we were very
successful in advancing our pupdls , whatever we taught, we were
‘throughlv in it, and regquired perfiect lessons and good order. Iaeh
teacher had theirown rules for governing their schools and but ver¥
few had to call on a trustee to reprimand a pupil. We had no school
houses at the time of the beginning of our free schools tut as fast
as the work could te done, houses were tullt and furnishes, not with
such nice desks and blacktoards as they have have now, but still

a vast improvemant over what we had at first.
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I taught my first free skhoolin Mason Co. an lod Carpenter's shop

( I think) This was one long desk fietted up againist eack esied of
the room, with a long tench for ihe pupils to sit on, small ones
with their feet dangling in the ai¥y My next school was in Barboue
sville, I had about the same kiind of room but the desks were much
btetter. These were part sampkes of the houses in use for schools
just after the war. I think there were quite a number of teachers
that used to core into our “Younty from Ohio, and teachers our school
and carry our money into their own state.

All or a great many of our early disadvantages are teing overcome
and where ignorande used to be the general heritage of the poorer
clases, now the children are or cna have a fair education if they
choose to avply themselves. There has teen wonderful progress made
in the last thirty vears in this covnty, but still the field is
ppen and in need of much more,

Helen C. Hanna(Nee Jewell)
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I wanted to blow the horn and you wanted to blow k& it . I won , and took the horn
away from you and blew it myself and you eried. It is the only time we ever disagreed
and I have always been sory. Please forgive me." It was a touching sight to see
those two dear old peopl as the recounted their only disagreement in their long lives,
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TEASS, FOR WHOM VALLEY IS NAMED, ESCAPED DEATH AT STAKE BECAUSE
QF HIS GIFT OF SALT TO INDIANS

By Willaim H. Maginnis

When Thomas Teays, for whom Teats Valley wes named, was captur-
ed by Indains in 1782 and condemned to death be bumning at the stakeg,
he 1ittle dreamed that by a curicus twist of circumstances the name
Teays would tecome noteworthy in two divergent fields of human inter-
estt West Virginia history and the geology of a region extending from
North €Carolina 4o Illinois, .

Grazing with horror as another captive, Col, William Crawford,
died in flames, Teays, awaiting his owm turn, was concerned more about
his own life than the 27,000 acres he owned in the present Kanawah
Futman, Cabtell and Fason counties, through which now runs the main
line of the Chesapeake and Chio railrodd.

The land had —~een granted t o him fro his services in the Fench
and Indian war. It was vart of the vast area that Indians still clami
ed and to retain whixh they fought so savagelye.

CAPTIVES BURNED

Teays had teen captured at the mouth of the Coagl river and taken
to @ Shawneen town in Dhio, where other captives were to die in the
fire, ‘

One by one the capiives were bound to the stake, dry fagotwm
piled high around them and the torck was applied., One Ly one with h e
sickening odor of burning flesh, theitr faces distorted with agony .
they wet a blazéng death.

Teays, with head erect, was the last one to te led by the exe =
cutioner to the fateful stake. Then an aged'Indain, who had been
sitting nearby, rushe# tetween Teays and the tortuers and brushing
the btraves aside, explaimed dramatically, "This man Indain's friend!
He gave Endain salt."

Cutting the btounds that held prosiner, the old Ifdain led Teays
away and adopted him into his own family. Teays, amazed snd relieved,
recognized his recuer aB an Indain he had tefriended some months be-
fore when Teays, with a party of surveyors was exploring his land in
what is now West Virginia. He and his friends had teen seated
around & camp fire, while he was preparing the evening meal, when a
tand of Indains approached. They halted within spealling distance axd
asked for salt. Holding out a container with the preservative, Teays
said, "Take hglf." An Indain stepped forward, divided the salt, thank
Bd him and then with the other ~warriors walked away. Teays was to
learn that even savages can te grateful and that salt and friendly
generosity may be the price for saving life.

LIVES WITH INDIANS

Teays lived with the Indian several years tefore escaping and
making his way through the Kanawahs and James river valleys to Camp-

tell county, Va. There he lived to an o0ld age, but never returned
to the vallevy that tears his name. FHe Adied in Aioneta Aannntsr
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It remained for his eldest son, Stephen Teays, to settle on the
land granted to Thomas, which extsnded westward from the mouth of the
Coal river, opposite the present city of St. Altans, Thomas Teays,
according to an arigcle by Capehart in the West Virginia Historical
Quarterly, was born on Jasmew river and had two sisters. One married
a Rives and the other a Lewis., In the "Journal of Mrs. Walls"™ he
is descrited as teing®aweaithy gentleman of high birth and an of-
ficer in the American Army.?%

TEAYS RIVER

The aseochation of the name Teays with geology was the result ¢
an early interest shown by geologists in Teays Valley, a depression
on land Emtending form Seary on the Kanawha river to a point west
of Culloden, where it merges into the Mud river valley, which opens
into the Guyandotte valley, a branch of the Ohio valley,

According to Karl Ver Steeg of Woostér college, Ohio, the name
Teays was applied by WeCe Right, geologist, to the stream, which, in
some prehistoric age, it os declared, had fdowed throght Teays valley.
The valley is telived to have been the original ted of a lake or of
the Kamawha river, the upver part of which, known as the New river,
rises in northwestern North Carolina.

Some gelolgists have presented evidence to likk it with a large
river that is supposed to have flownd through the present states of
Ohio, Indiana and Illinois and Incluéed the bed of the vpresent Illinos
river, The name Teays, which had teen apvlied to that whole system
of prehistoric waterways has been used also by geologists for the
perild of erosion in Ohio tefore glacation.



THE THOMPSON FAMILY

William Thompson was the origonal Thompson here. He died at
about 65 when I was(WE. Thompson) atout 5.years old-about 1875,
Buried at Porterville graveyard in Lincoln Co. Oscar Curry of
Buffalo (Porterville) might have the bitle record. He also might
have his picture,

He came to Barbtoursville and lived a while with Ben Swann,
marfied Ben Swann's aunt. Martha (she had two sisters Emily who
married Calvary Swann, Rachel married Josial Bmann sll Morrisonse
Billy? Morrisons were o0ld settlers of Upper Tom's Cr. and Cavil Cyp,
The Rolfe Bend included the familgs and the farms telow Inez., to Tom's
Cr. in Miller Bend, #ater called Rolfe-~-Harvey owned it --a very old
stoobed man when I was 3 or 4 years olde Wm. T. came from Rodkbrigge
Co. Va., about 1845, VWVm ., Morrison os the oldest I heasr of, He was
the father of Thempson, Morrison, Fmily and2 sisters, Tyler, Fatty,
John(?)--no probatly only a cousbn. Thompsons were English Elc
Morrison just below Salt Rock could help on Morrison history. John
Dail was on adjoining farm to Williwm Hunclman father of A®am.

The Hinclmans came on Wagons down Guyan protably through ar from
Tazewell, They were Englishe I think the Swann's were English also.
Harvey, Joe, and Vm. Hinclman were 3 brothers. The first two
settled in Logan. Harvey settled in Mam, Joe settled en river on up-
per end of what is now the city of Logan. Both have descendants
there yet. John Dail was there quite earlv, across and just above
Inez and on opposite side. John Hewell maised a family at or near
Nigger Hill where Arch Peyton lived on John Yates place.

Alex Porter was the first Porser I knew of Ruel Porter was bro.
to Alex, ¥ohn Lewis Porter came there about 1888 from across Guyan
river, Sam Williems and wife separted. He married her second time
and said he would marry "Blossom" everytime. He called her Blossom,



The first time I met "Mgmma® ( Agnes Goodrich Ruffner, deughter of Col, Chas Ruffner)
she was with the Ruffner girls, They had been to Barboursville to a funeral and I
had been in a valley up there and-as I was coming home I passed them on the road
walking with John Thornberg. I stopped, John introduced me to "Mamma", telling her
T was one of the best Confederate Veterans in the Country. I asked him if one of
the ladies would like to ride. One of the girls said "Goodie, you have such a
headache, you get in and ride." Goodie and Anne Rolfe who was about 15 years old
rode with me., After leaving them at their hoase I thought nothing much more about
"Mamma". But, later we got very much "mixed up" and in love, and a couple of

years later we got married.

SOME EXPERIENCES OF SAMPSON SANDERS IN THE CONFEDERATE

Sampson Sanders Simmons, sone of William Simmons (who was born in Baltipore
County Maryland, May 7th, 1797.) and his wife Mary Kilgore (born in Cabell Co.
Virginia August 27, 1806, Died Nov. 20, 1845) was born Nov, 15, 1843, near
Milton, Cabell County, Virginia. He enlisted in the Confederate Arm March 20,
1862 when he was a little over eighteen years and four months of age, in Co. E,
Eighth Virginia Cavalry, known as the Border Rangers, Commaned by Gen. Albert J.
Jenkins, He was wounded at Morristown, Tenn., Dec. 9th, 1863 and shipped to the
hospital at Montgomery White Sulphor Springs in Virginia, He returned to his
Re~, April 15, 1864 in Taswell Co. He was captured at Morefield. Hardy Co.

on the South Bend of the Potomac, on August 16, 1864, and sent to Camp Chase prison
in Ohio, where he remained from August 16, 1864 to March 18, 1865,

I, connection with his caphure a very unusual incident accured, At that time he
was riding g mule and leading his little bay horse, which was suffering with foot-evil,
when a Lieut. whose horse had been shot from under him, asked him to let him ride
his bay mare., ILieut. Robinson afterwards took the mare to Co. E, symim ssying

he felt sure its owner hzd been killed, The horse was sent up to pasture until
such time as some trace could be found of her owner, While in prison one of young
Simmon's fellow prisoners told him about it and said: "Your horse was sent away up
in the valley of Virginia with a man named Fulwiler." This was only the information
or address he had, Eight months later when the poor boy, weak and forlorn, =as
released from prison, and on his way home from Richmond to Christiansburg, the sun
was set, darkness was obscuring the landscape and the boy had no idea where he was,
the train stoppe? at a water tank beside a woods pasture field to get water for
the engine, The boy crawled out of the car and saw a lone elderly man leaning
against a tree in the derknes:z, He aporoached him and asked if he knew any on e
naned Fulwiler, The man replied, "That is my name." The young soldier then told
the man gbout his horse and gave his name. Fulwiler took s note book from his
pocket, then said, "Iam the who had your horse, I kept her until my feed ran out
then sold her for four hundred and fifty dollars. I'll give you your money." He
pulled a leather wallet from his pocket, charged fifty dollars for his care of the
horse and gave him four hunired dollars., By the time the engine had taken water
the transaction was closed and the soldier got back on the train with the money

in his pocket. The money being Confederate currency, it proved to be of no value,

O,, March lst, 1865 the subject of this sketch, with seven hundred mighyk eighty
four other prisoners were packed into box cars, fifty-six men to a car, to remain
for six days and nights, no room to lie or sit down and no water to drink. Thier
rations being half a dozen soda crackers each day. They were being taken from
prison and one of the prisoners died, Harry Spenser, from BaltilMORE., Young Simmons
had a small piece of blade of a case knife on which he had filed saw teeth, this

he had conceited in his shoe, with this he managed to cut a small hole in the end

of the car for ventilation, which helped to keep the men alive, The men fought each
other for a breath of fresh air from his hole, ¥hile in prison they ate rat,

bacon rind and any thing to sustain 1ife, Four cases of smallpox were taken from
under his blanket, two of whom died and two returned to prison,

&
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We will let him tell a part of the story. He saids

When we left Camp Chase on the 18th, we rode through to Bellaire (Ohio) which is

on the Ohio River 10 miles below Wheeling., When we got there the river was over it's
banks and we were left on the side trecks. ILeft in the car for six days with flood
waters all around us and not a drop of water to drink. We were given only six soda
crackers each day in the afternoon, We would all have suffered terribly if I
hadn't been able to cut those holes, through the car, After that six days we rode
through to Baltimore and had to walk two miles to Fort McHenery in Baltimore.

We took a vessel there and went up the Chesapeak Bay to the mouth of the Jam=s River.
We boarded the vessel all so huggry, starved, and week., A keg of salt brine pork
was brought on deck and the head knocked out, We were given that terrible,

gaummy, pork right out of the brine, We ate it., It was as bad as having nothing
since we had not fresh water, the Bay being salt water. Sometimes I think that

all those hardships must have been night-mares for how--how!, could any man survive
them, We went up the James River to the rear of enemy lines, We walked through
that enemy territory and through our lines were we took vessel again, back of the
Confederate lines, to Richmond, It took 10 days to make the trip from Camp Chase tb
Richmond. In Richmond we only received a small piece of corn-pone bread. We

left Richmond for Christiansburg for the Patrol Camp., When we got to Christiansburg
a guard came and ordered us all up into the street to march to Camp which wszs about
two miles out of town. There were five of us who did not go to the camp. Ve

slept that night in the vestibule of a church, the floor was cement or dressed

stone about six feet long,

The next morning I told the boys that over in Monroe County I had some friends

that I would stay with, while waiting for my exchange from the camp. The said that
they had places to go and stay so we shook hands and all said goodby. I never saw

a one of those men again, I started out walking the 33 miles to Wm. Peck's, I

was so weak and hungry I could only make 11 miles a dayi It took me three days to
make the trip., I was received withopen arms at Wm. Peck's, While I was therel
received word of Gen. Iee's surrender., Then there was no more fighting, no more any-
thing,

As I wglked from Christiansburg to Monroe County I was hungry and so tired I could
hardly walk., I asked a man along the way where I could get something to eat.

he told me, "Now, if you can just hold out to get to the Widow Cummings, she'll
give you something to eat, it's about good three miles,™ I wondered if I could get
there., When I finally got there to her hued log house, I came to her garden first,
there by the side of her house., She was just over the pailings taking up her beets.
I said, "Is this Mrs, Cummings" "Yes, and who are you?" "I have been a prisoner of
wer and am nearly starved to death and a man I met down the road said you might be
able to give me a little bit to eat.™ I can see her now, wiping her hand on her
house home~spun apron, directig me to go to the house. She went through the garden.
to the house, It seemed and age until it was ready, but she had six biscuite, tw o
fried eggs, and a saucer of honey. I ate five of the biscuts, I.could have eaten
twice as many but it was so long since I'd had much food that I was afmaid too
many would make me sick,

I, our retreat from lMoristown about 40 or 50 of us were wounded I was taken Bavk

of the lines by Ambulance with two other injured men It seemed that one was lying

on ym injured leg all night as we drove, for the ambulance was only supposed to

carry twon men instead of three, Ve stopped once during the night and were carried
into a farm house, but only stayed about a Balf hour when orders csme for us to go on.
We covered 21 miles that night. In the mmxwigmg morning we stopped at a log

cabin, where fifteen wounded men laid on the floor without a matting or any king

not even straw, for fifteen days., The weather opened up and then the boys got
together enough for the horses and hitched them to a wheat fan wagon. A wagon that
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peddlers used to haul about the county wheat fans, It was about 20 feet long and
would hold five of six of these fans, We were hauled on this to Jonesville, Tenn.
From there we were taken to White Sulphor Springs, Virginia."

Another very unusual incident occurred when young Simmons was released from the
hospital. He had been shot through the thigh. A large minni-ball, as large as his
1little finger had passed through his 1ittle finger on right had and then glanced off
the saddle ski#t and went on an angle back into the leg above the knee and had to be
cut by the doctor. After weeks in the hospital the poor, weak, and emaciated soldiier
boy was on the train, trying to get back to Washington County, Virginia, to his

Aunt Martha Morris and other relatives. His immediate destination was the little x
railroad station, Glade Springs. Besides his crutches he had a bag and three blankets.
It was cold and dark and a snow was falling., The train slowed up and some aone
called out "Glade Springs". He crawled off the train pulling his baggage with him,
just as the train moved off scarecly giving him time to clear himself from the high
step. He then discovered that the train hed stopped at a siding some distance from
the station and that he w-s alone in the dark and cold with the only visible signs
of civilization kmigmg being a pile of cord wood by the railroad, He was too weak
and sick to follow the train into the station., Standing there in his dilemns,
wondering what would be his lot in the next few hours, he saw a pale glimmer

like star light below the horizon, With his eyes on the little spot of light, he
dragged himself and his crutches and bag, and blankets over the snowcovered cordwood,
the fallen tree trunks and stumps. Finally, exhausted, nearly frozen, he reached

a small house with high, ice covered steps up shich he managed to crawl, and knocked
on the door with his crutch. When he was admitted he was taken through a long hall
to a room in which there was a big log fire burning. In the back of the room there
were two beds. As he sat warming himself and talking to the man of the house

who was asking him guestions, one of the men in the bed, in the rear of the room
arose and asked: "Is tha you Sampson?" It was George Hackworth, who his aunt

Martha Morris, had sent to look for him. He had searched diligently through all the
hospitals and failing to find any trace of him and supposing him to be dead, he was
on his way back home without the young soldier, having been take almost direct

from Morristown (place of injury) to White Sulphor Springs, he had not entered any
of the hospitals between the two points where Hackworth had looked for him,

Of this story he tells uss ™"hhen I got off the train at Glade Springs the snow was
boot top deep. I had such a terrible time getting over the branches and broken ties
they were so hard to see covered with snow. I got in bed with Hackworth that night
and in the morning we got on a short line and went down to King's Salt Works,

John Clarkson, who wss in charge of the Salt Works furnished us with a mule and
blanket for a saddle, I was in agony with =y bad thigh all the way. I rode the nmule
all the way but George would get on too when we forded the river. Going up the
Holston River those seven miles to Aunt Martha's we had to for the river so, so many
times." He always said this was the guidance of Frovidence. s

Of the farily of nine children of William Simmons and Mary Kilgore Simmons four 'ived
to ripe old age. When an older sister, Mrs, Linnie Galaher, was past eighty,

years of age, she was ki’led in an automobile accident. Ann love 77 when she died.
YMrs. Fannie Vinson lived past ninty-five and the youngest child, Sampson Sanders

is living, now in %k his ninty third year.

When the two youngest, Mrs. Vihson and Mr. Simmons were celebrating their ninetieth
and eighty-seventh birthdays, respectively, togesher(for their anniversaries were only
eleven days apart) and he had come all the way from Cal, to W, Va. that they might
celebrate toghther, they were sitting before the fire hand in hand, with their
children around them when this conversation enzued, "Fannie, I made you cry once

and I have felt badly about it efer since, will you forgive me?", "Why Sampson, I
didn't know you ever made me cry, when was it?" ~"When we were little, you and I were

sent down in the low