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Officers's Mtgs 
continued from page 1 

SHAKESPEARE THEATRE ASSOC. 
The officers discussed the Shakespeare 
Theatre Association of America , a new 
organization whose mission statement is, 
"To provide a forum for the artistic and 
managerial leadership whose central activity 
is the production of Shakespeare's plays; 
to discuss issues and share methods of work, 
resources and information; and to act as 
an advocate for Shakespearean produc­
tions and training in the United States." 

The SAFD will join the STAA as a 
non-voting member organization and 
offer any help or assistance we can. 

PATRICK CREAN LIBRARY 
A home for the Patrick Crean Stage 
Combat Library is still being sought. A 
public-access library willing to house and 
administer the collection is needed. 
Forward suggestions to J. Allen Suddeth 

FIGHT SCENES GUIDELINES 
More specific guidelines were set for 
scenes to be used in the actor/combatant 
fight test. Following are the amended 
SAFD fight test rules and regulations: 
Par1 one of the test is lhe performance oflhe lesl 
choreography in /he contexJ of a scene Iha/ is both 
safe and dramatically e/feclive. 

* The scene must establish character and a cause 
for the fight, as well as demonstrate an appropriate 
level of emotional commitmcm 10 the violence. * The choice of scene and character should not 
interfere with the combatant's ability to perform 
the required techniques in a realistic manner, either 
for comedic or dramatic affect; but there must be a 
sense of tension and potential danger in the fight. 

* Dialogue within the choreography of the fight 
should be restricted to lines which enhance and 
relate to the action, and be kept to a minimum. * The combatants will perform the test fight at 
performance speed and with acting beats, actions 
and objectives carefully worked out. * Fight test performance is not to exceed seven 
minutes in length for three weapons. An additional 
two minutes is allowed for each additional discipline. * Test material may be performed in any order. * Candidates for actor/combatant certification in 
five weapons may elect to split the fights into two 
sepa111te scenes. Candidates certifying in si~ weapons 
must perfonn their fights in two separate scenes. 

The first scene must include rapier/dagger and 
unarmed and one additional weapon. The second 
scene will include the additional weapons. 

TEACHER MEMBERSHIP 
In the past, the SAFD has adjudicated 
anyone's students. Effective now, anyone 
wishing to have students adjudicated by 
the SAFD must first be a member. 
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Officers Meetings Reported 
continued from page 3 

TEACHER CERTIFICATION 
Officers wish to encourage all persons 
regularly teaching stage combat classes 
and holding certification tests to become 
SAFD certified teachers. 

Any non-certified teacher wishing to 
have his/her students adjudicated by the 
SAFD will be given a three-year grace 
period to pursue teacher certification. If, 
at the end of three years, said teacher has 
made no effort to certify, the SAFD will 
cease certifying that teacher's students. 

This policy is not meant to be punitive 
or exclusionary, but to ensure quality 
instruction. The mere act of adjudicating a 
teacher's students is viewed by some as an 
endorsement of the teacher by the SAFD. 

EQUITY SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Actors' Equity Association has created a 
standing safety committee. J. Allen 
Suddeth has contacted them and offered 
SAFD's assistance and support. 
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SCHOOL MEMBERSHIP 
To encourage more schools and organiza­
tions to join SAFD, the Friend category 
has been expanded to include groups. 
Member groups pay their $25 dues and, 
after three years, receive a 10% discount 
on SAFD workshops, to be used by any 
individual representing said organization. 

SAFETY GUIDELINES 
The safety committee is still working on 
safety guidelines for stage combat that 
we hope to publish later this year. 

ASSISTANTS & JOURNEYMEN 
NSCW assistants and journeymen may 
request that their class work be reviewed 
for recertification, as this work far 
exceeds current recertification standards. 

SAFD'S 15th ANNIVERSARY 
1992 marks the 15th anniversary of the 
SAFD. Plans are in motion to make it the 
best year ever! 

*** 
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