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SOUTHERN SKETCHES 
CLAUDIUS CROZE'T 

Page 20 

Within a few days after his marriage Crozet and his bride em­

barked for the United States--he was never again to see his native 

land. By good fortune one of their fellow voyagers was Simon 

Bernard, a French engineer of great ability, who was to plan the 

first defenses on our Atlantic seaboard and through whose influence 

Crozet, with . •the added aid of his letters of reconnnendation, was to 

obtain his first employment in America. The voyage was made in 

a sailing vessel and it was not until July, 1816, that the little 

party landed in the United States. The year 1816 was important in ' 

Crozet•s .life for in that year he left the army, married, and emi­

grated. Furthermore, had he been gifted with a sense of clairvoy­

ance during his long ocean journey, he might have dreamed of other 

, things which were to happen 1n that year and which were to affect 

his future career. Among them was the passage of an act by the 

legislature of New York for the constructi9n of the Erie Canal; the 

inauguration of regular steamboat navigation on the Mississippi 

R1ver; 38a the establishment of the second Bank of the United States 

--an event of importance to engineers who are among the first suf­

ferers in financial panics; the migration of cotton planters 1n con­

siderable numbers to the southwest; the establishment by the State 

of Virginia of a Board of Public Works and the building of an arsenal 

by the same state on the outskirtsof the Town of Lexington; and 

lastly the rejuvenation of the Military Academy at West Point, where 

Crozet found his first employment. Of the country as a whole, 

irrespective of Crozet 1 s career, it has been said--"Whatever may 

be said or other phases or our history, it is evident that the year 

1816 was a pivotal one in our commercial development." 

t6 



Page 00 (Cont.) 
38a 

The :Enterprise, the fourth of the Western steamboats, was the 

l .) first to make the upstream trip from New Orleans to Louisville-­

time 25 days. 

( ) 
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SOUTHERN SKErCHES 
CLAUDIUS CROZET 

Page 24 

"There are persons wh se appearance is never effaced from the 

memory," wrote J. H.B. La robe. "Of this class was the professor 

of the art of engineering. Colonel Claude Crozat, 

heavily-built man, of dark complexion, black hair 

deep set eyes, remarkable r their 

tall, som~what 

expres.s1on, a 

firm mouth and square chin, a rapid speech and str g French accent. 

I can, even after the lapse of between sixty and a venty years, 

fancy that I see the man be re me. He had been 

Napoleon at the battle of Wa ram and elsewhere, 

engineer under 

the anecdotes 

with which he illustrated hi teaching were farm e interesting 

than the "Science of War and Fortification," whic was the name of 

our textbook at the time ••• P rhaps my recollectio of Colonel 

Crozet is strengthened by my having seen him long after I c-ea.aed to 

_be his pupil." 

.. 



SOUTHERN SKEI1CHES 
CLAUDIUS CROZET 

Pages _33, 34, and 35 

In the same year that Crozet took up his duties at West Point 

a report was made by a commission which had been appointed by the 

General Assembly of Virginia in 1812, "to survey the headwaters · 

of James River, . and the Great Kanawha to ascertain the practica­

bility of extending their navigation to the base of the chain of 

mountains that divide them." The conmiissioners were eminent 

citizens and the report was written by their chairman, John ✓Mar­

shall, who at the time was, and had for eleven years been, Chief 

Justice of the United States Supreme Court. He referred to the 

Mississippi as a river that "empties itself into the Gulf of Florida, 

which is surrounded by foreign territory." 

As the result of this report the General Assembly passed, on 

Feb.5 1 1816, "an Act to create a fund for internal improvement" 

which set up a body known as "'lhe President and Directors of the 

Board of Public Works." The Governor of Virginia was the President, 

the Treasurer and Attorney-General of the State, with the other 

members, constituted the directorate. The Board was authorized by' 

subscribe to works of internal improvement directed by law; but, 

not until -three-fifths, at least, of the stock had been subscribed 

by individuals, and one-fifth of the subscription actually paid in 

--a principle frequently violated. It was further empowered to 

appoint "aprincipal engineer as Surveyor of Public Works, and a 

secretary." 

The first engineer of the State of Virginia under this set-up, 

which was to last for many years, was Loammi Baldwin, who was 

( '} . appointed in 1817; he was succeeded 1n 1818 by Thomas Moore, who 
., 

served until his death on the :3rd of Oc.tober, 1822--"a victim of . his 

public successor could be selected. In January, 1823, the Peard of 



Pages 33, 34, and 35 (Cont.) 

Public Works elected Colonel William McRee as their engineer, but 

he declined the appointment. At a special meeting of the Board, 

held on April 9th, Captain Crozet was thereupon elected to fill 

the position. His resignation as a professor at West Point was ac­

cepted on April 26, 1823 and two days later Captain David B. 

Douglas succeeded him as professor of engineering. 

And thus passed the professor who had brought to West Point 

many of the good points of the great French school--an influence 

which is now perpetuated in bronze on the grounds of the Military 

Academy. In describing this monument, Lieut. Colonel E. E. Farman, 

the Librarian at West Point, wrote--"The t•Ecole Polytechnique 

monument represents a young man in the uniform of the school 

holding up his sabre in the right hand and in the left the flag. On 

the statue is inscribed 'From the F.cole Polytechnique to eh the 

sister school of West Point.' On one side is a medallion of Foch 

and on the other of Joffre." 

. 19 

' •I: 



SOUTHERN SKETCHES 
CLAUDIUS CROZET 

Page 50 

In commenting on his movements in 1829, Crozet said on January 

15, 1830: 

"Towards the end of last winter, I set off for Weldon on the 

Roanoke, and surveyed the ground for the location of the locks in• 

tended to connect the upper and lower navigation at that place. 

After my return to Richmond, I prepared plans and specifications 

for these works, which were .forwarded to Col. A. Joyner. As soon 

thereafter as the decision of the Dock Company was communicated to 

the James River Company, this business, conformably to the Act of 

Februarr 28th, 1829, claiming immediate attention, I made the necess­

ary surveys, plans, and specfications, which I transmitted to the 
• 

James River Company; and then repaired to the Kanawha, where I was 

employed the rest of the season in locating the extension of the 
'. 

turnpike to the mouth of the Big Sandy. A most obstinate and extra-

ordinary rainy season having greatly interferred with the execution 

of this duty, after the completion of which, I returned to Richmond, 

where I arrived in December last. 

"In the course of the operations I examined several improve­

ments •. My reports on these various subjects are herwith respect­

. fully subrni tted~ 

"Owing to the late period of my return to this place, the maps 

have not been completed. I shall, however, be able to lay before 

you a plat sufficiently advanced to explain the location of the new 

turnpike. 

"During the month of Noven1ber, I received communications in• 

( 'r . forming me of the readiness of the Conm1ss1oners of the Free Road 

Lottery, and of the Covington and Lexington Turnpike Company, to 
i 

proceed with the construction of these roads, as soon as located, a 
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Page 50(Cont.) 

duty which by law devolves upon your Ehgineer. These locations, 

under your instructions, will claim an early attention. 

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

c. crozet, P. :Engineer." 
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SOUTHERN SKETCHES 
CLAUDIUS CROZET 

Page 66 

To commemorate this service the Randoph County H1stor!cal 

Society considered the erection of a marker, and several years later 

Mr. qlaude w. Maxwell, of Elkins, West Virginia, who had been 
_,, 

hantlling the matter wrote concerning it: 

"He (Crozet) has long been recognized as one of the builders of 

our state and his predictions as to the future have long ego come true. 

"I have not made the investigation far enough tomake the. state~ 

ment, but I ma of the opinion that he built more roads, under more 

adverse conditions than any man who ever lived in our country •••• 

The North-Wes.tern was 220 miles, s.&P. Turnpike 225 miles, and 

the James River about 200 miles. These were only a part of his work. 

"We had planned to build a marker to Col. Crozet but were unable 

to agree on location and ·what to bulld-•and so to do something we 

named a part of the Staunton & Parkersburg Turnpike the Crozet 1n 

all important places but that part from Beverley to Mabie. This 

by the place where the batle of Rich Mountain was fought. This 

road is nine miles long and represents all of the varied and difficult 

problems that Crozet had to meet in mountain road building. Today 

1 t stands as bull t and ls always int ere i;t ing to enginee~s and travellers. 

Our idea 1 s to keep this road intact; to let the flowers and grass grow 

to the side of the road; and to keep it smooth for automobiles. We 

are very proud of this road and will keep an eye on it for beautifica­

tion. It is 14 times as long as high, is 18 feet wide and has all the 

Crozet specifications for grade and curvature." 
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SOUTHERN SKETCHES 
CLAUDIUS CROZE'T 

' Page 134 

At this time, 1851, the trains ,operated no further west than 

Charlottesville but all the work had been contracted for as far as 

Staunton, where "the public anxiety is very great to witness the 

arrival or a locomotive •• ••", and surveys westward had established 

the line to Covington substantially as it exists today. 

' 
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ID UTHERN SKETCHES 
CLAUDIUS CROZET 

Page 143 (note) 

Alphonso Smith was the editor at the time. A similar editorial 

headed "Little Staunton" appeared on Sept.14, 1854, and two weeks · 

liter a vitriolic blast entitled "Little Staunton in a Fizz" slammed 

the Virginia Central Railroad "whose tunnels have been made on state 

account--a constant and greedy beggar at the doors of the Treasury, 

the great Mogul of log-rolling." Further, on Oct.5th appeared another 

blast on internal improvements with special reference to the guage 

oft he Covington & Ohio R. R.--the Central insisted on its 4•8½" 

guage being used (thus building up Richmond, otherwise the trade would 

go by canal from Covington to Norfold) guage 5 feet, be used 

( so that trade would come to them via the New River route). "The · 

Manassas Gap Railroad was opened to Front Royal last Saturday." 



( 

SOUTHERN SKEI'CHES 
CLAUDIUS CROZEI' 

Pages 183 and 184 

And so we come to the end of our atory--a story gathered from 

far corners about a genuis who for forty years had much to do w 1th 

pushing back the frontiers, economic and commercial, of his 

adopted state. Fifty years ago, in writing about Crozet, General 

Imboden said. "He was a thorough republican; neither birth nor 

rank weighed a feather in his scales. He was scrupulously honest, 

despising kings, hating imperialism, detesting Napoleon, whom he 

regarded as finally a traitor r to his country and to mankind, though 

he admired his genius. Abhorring war, and loving liberty and 

peace, he entered more thoroughly and understandingly into the .. 
'II' 

political and social life of Virginia than foreigners are wont to 

do, and, had he been native born, he would have been distinguished 

1n the true sense as a man of the people, an upholder of the laws 

which restrain their pass ions and protect their rights." In his 

inc~aive way Crozet, in a brief sentence, reflected much of this 

estimate when he wrote; 

"We are all dependent in some way or other, 
And as an old soldier, . 

I understand the value of discipline, 
Without which no a ervice can be efficiently rendered." 

,, 
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Roa.d Commissioners 

Location of Toll Gates 

Toll Gates Keepers 

Division of Roads 

Contracts now let 

Any Time Limit? 

Effect of Laboring Classes 

Legal Protection against Damage to Roa.de 

Mile Posts 

Why difference in Toll Rates? 

Di~tance apart of Toll Gates, 

Toll Gate Keepers, 

How much, when an~ how paid, 

Who exclµded from Tolle, 

Schemes to Avoid Tolls, 

Were Rates Compounded? 

Make a Table of Tolls, 

In what month were the greatest Tolls Collected, • 

When were the most Prosperous Years? 

Did the Road yield a profit to the State? 
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