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� � . 

AVIATION HALL or FAM!: 

JACQUELIME COCHRAN.ODLUM 
-

StQUENCE cknowladr,;ement of intro 
oonti her remarks wi 

Spot on lectern

House lights 
fade to low ) ' 

COCHRA? : ' 

THAT t AM TRULY AND GREATLY P�OUD AND UONO.RED TO BE· . 

IGHT. - • - AND TO SAY A FEW. PERSO AL WORDS. 

1A" RECALL,, THIS IS THE THIRD TIME THAT I HAVE 

TAKCH PAFT I AVIATION'� HALL OF �.AME CEREMONIES. - - -

TP'E r!'RST TIME WAS I l 196 8 -_ -· ..:.. WEEN I CAME TO PRESENT 

· ONE OF MY DEARE.ST A.�D CLOSEST PERSONAL FRIENDS ,
"' . 

• - - .-TH T OCCASION-WAS A.VE

A�ID TRYING EXPERIENCE FOR .HE. - . -

BOND · BtTWEEN ,, U� ; • - '-�. - SO MUCH SO THAT I COULD TELL 

WHEE' SHE 1-IAS.AND WHAT ·SHE WAS DOING WHENEVER I TRIED.-. 
'ii-

"" 

-' 
' 

AS YOU MN( F.EMErIBER, JIM JACOBS CAME TO MY RESCUE THAT 

NIGHT - - ... , WHEN I SENSED AMELIA'S PRESENCE IN THAT 
> I \ • 

,. 
! .. 

, .�ALLROOM FIVt YEARS 'AGO.�t � � AtD I AM GtAD THAT HE

IS CLO�E BY NOW, • BECAUSE TONIGHT·! COME TO .PRESEHT 

ANOTHER PE,RSOH - -·- WHO HAS BEEN A VERY DEAR AND PERSONAL 

· · FRIEND F�R .MANY, MANY YEARS •

THE TI�RILL or BEING ABLJ.>To TAl<E PART IN THIS 

CEREMONY IS VERY REAL, - - - FOR I COME TO PRESEUT 
. . 

THE ACPIEVEHENTS OF ONE or THE GREATEST PILOTS OF ALL 

- - I MUST �DMIT THAT I AM TREMENDOUSLY PLEASED



·,

·/\T LONG LAST HE !� m;nm FULLY RECOGNIZED FOR HIS

OUTSTAHDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO AVIATION AftD THE SCIENCE

OF FLIGHT. 1
- •• _ - ·THIS ·IS Ai� OCCASION THAT I HAVE LO G

FOR I TRULY BELIEVE THAT HE MADE ONE 

OF THE GREATEST BREAKTHROUGHS IN AVIATION - - - At:D

THAT HIS "ACHIEVEMENT, - ' - - n, MY MIND - - - EQUALS 

SPACE 

MY PLEASURE IS D 

EAT PIONEERING PILOT SSED WITH _THE E?JTH 
. / ' 

·or YOUTH, - - - THAT- SEEMS UUBOUND BY DIMENSIO t AHD
' 

. . 

UNDIMINISHED •BY TIME -:: ,'� _; HAS 
4

ALSO BEEN A FLYING 
. .

COMPAHION ANP A SOURCE OF GREAT PERSONAL INS 

AND HELP - -

ACHIEVEME ITS T!IAT RESULTED

0 THE AVIATIO f HALL OF FAME Tv10 
4 

• • 
• 

' . 

FLOWN WITH GE,lERAL CHARIXS_ "Cl UCK''. YEAGE� HORE 

IITH ANY OTHER PERS NG OR DEAD.� _ _  HES 

FLIG!-ITS HAVE BEEN ALL OVE THE MOST or THE UNITED-
• "I . 

AND TO PRACTICALLY ALL COUNTRIF,S. OF E_URO'PE .... - - , 
. ' 

INCLUDING RUSSIA ANP ALL or TUE "BACK or THE IRON 

.. - .1 'AtWAYS Lt.AlJ?itD FROM H�S GREAT SKILL; 

FORGOTTEN ORE THAN·· �OST OF US KNOW ABOUT 

I MUST ADMIT THAT NO MAN HAS BAD M1V GREATER 
,, 

" 

EHCE Ul"ON MF.-; - OTHER T A.� MY OWN DEAR ft 

YEAGER . ... 



. DOUR 

HAS BE�N-ONE OF CONSTANT JOY AND REWARD -

PAST MORE THAM TWElT -FIVE YEA�$. 

FEW COULD-HAVE FOREiOLD "CHUCK tt YEAGER'S 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO AVIATIO?l - - - AS. THt WAR ,CLOUDS IM EUROPE 

THREATENED TO ENGULF OUR KATION� - - - AND WHEN, FRESH 

OUT OF HAMLIN, WEST VIRGINIA'S HIGH SCHOOL, .... - -

ENLISTED IN THE ARMY AIR CORPS IN SEPTEMBER 19�1 • 

EVEN THEN HE HAD A DYNAMIC PERSONALITY, TREMENDOUS ENERGY 

AND A GREAT AMOUNT or DETERMINATIO?l •• - - - IT WAS NOT 

LONG BEFORE HE PROGRESSED FROM AIRCRAFT MECHAH::rC TO 

CRE 7 CHIEF OM AT-6 TRAINERS. - - -

HE'BEGAN HIS.PILOT TRAINING IN THE FLYING SERGEANTS 

PROGRAM - - '- AND .lINE MONTHS LATER RECEI 

AND WAS APPOINTED A FLIGHT OFFICER. � 

J;N TE 191+8 

FIGHTER PILOT - - - FLYING P-51·' S FOR THE EIGHTH AIR 

FORCE. - - - IN MARCH 194,ll, -:- AfTER DESTROYING TWO 

OCCUPIED FRANCE. -·- - BUT.HE ELUDE CAPTURE 

- - - AND MADE HIS WAY OVER THE PY ENEES INTO SPAIN.

AND roR 11!E LAST FEW MILES' OVER THE M09NTAINS WAS t

HELPING A FELLOW AMERICAN WHO HAD BEEN;. SHOT n THE

THE PREVIOUS DAY BY THE GF.RMAMS DURING THE ES�AP�
.• 

THE TWO THROUGH THE I..AST STRETCH OF MOUNTAIN. ·- -

SEVEN WEEKS LATER� ·HE .. REJOIHED HIS SQUADRON IN ENGLAND

' . 

- AND RETURNED TO THE AIR•WAR. - � - IN ALL, DURING 

TOUR or DUTY. IN EUROPE,{"CP.UCl<" 13 ENEMY 

' PLANES .:.. - .. IN 64 COMBAT MISSIONS. -· - - HE BAGGED 

IN O.NE MISSION, - - - INCLUDING ONE: OF GERMANY'S 



ANI) HE BECA11E A nooUBLE 

.. FOR HIS WAR ·s£RVIC� Ht RECEIVED T�O SILVER STARS, - -

., THREE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSSES:, -· --:. , - THE .SRONZE. · 
. 

' 
; . ',. 

� 

- - - SEVEN AIR MEDALS - �:- AND THE PURPLE 

AFTER ''CHUCK" CAME HOME. IN I:ARi.Y 1945, · -

HE HARRIED LOVELY GLENNIS FAYE DICKHOUSE, - -

HERE WITH Hl:M TON:tGHT. � -· - 'l'HEN RE TOOK THE PILOT . 
·p. ·,..

. . ' 

INSTRUCTOR'S COURSE AT �ERRIN FIELD, TEXAS. � ..

THE DWIGHT �ISEMHOWER FAMI.LY AND THE ucHUCK" 
' • Jr_ � ' 

. . 

FAMILY WERE SPENDING A CHRISTMAS AT MY RANCH. - -

ME HOU HT H 

SOME PLACE. - A�KtD CH. IBRE TRUE AND 

SAID - "YE ILOT WHO HAD HOT DOWftt COU 

NOT P�Y IN COMBAT AGAIN WITHOUT THE APPROVAL.OF THE 

I.APPLtf;D TO

Sl:;UI:iOWER ·AftD QB 

0 FLY AGAIN IN COMBA - 'BUT ADDE

.. , 11 ! 'tt SURPRISED EISENHOWER REMEMBI!RS

IRST DOW ILOT WHO WENT BACK !NT

COMBAT. - � - AtrD FLEW ON "D11 DAY. 

NOW I .WOULD LIKE TO HARE. SO 
· �EAGER'S CAREER THAT FOLLOWED SCENES 0 
� 

ACHIEVEMENTS WHICH JUSTLY EARN



TEHTATIVE ONLY 

VIATION HALL or FAME SC 

JACQUELINE COCHRAN ODLUM 
. .  

-

Spot on lectern 
House lights up, to 

HISS COCHRAN: IF WE ARE 

PIONEERING PROGRESS I 

- AUD IN lttACHIMG THE MOOtl AND OUTER SPACE, - �· -

THE PRECEDENT-SHATTERING FIRST SUPERSOHIC FLIGHT IS, 

- OTHER 

GREAT MILES THROUGH 

- OF THOU TED DESIGNERS, 
,· 

HEY CALLED TttESt NEW FOES BY ST 

E - - - FLU�TER, - - - CREEP, - - - COMPRESS!

BUFFETING, OCK WAVES, -· D THEY Kl'

RST THAT ,THEIR RESULTS COULD BE D 

CATASTROPHIC . TEST BY TEST, -

SCIENTISTS AND TEST Pl'LOTS.- BEGAN TO COMPREHEND 

BY REASSEMBLING THE 

PIECES OF SMASHED AND WREC - A

FURY or THE R - - - HAD TOR AND MACH 

"CHUCK'' YEAGFR WAS GIVEN BY MOST EXPERit'S A CHANCE OF SO,\ 

DYING. . 
ROAD HAD D



DICATI L:CNGE A?lD PURPOS 

GOAL SURVIVED - AND NEW, UNlOlOWN' TEST PILOTS

- - -'·STILL TO KNOW THE ULTIMATE FEAR AT THE BARRIER,.
' .. 

- -· - TILL:CD THE EMPTY SLOTS IN THE FLIGHT ROSTERS -

LEARHED TO ENDURE · AND ELIMII-fATE THE · 

GUESSWORK, - � - TO BELIEVE. - - - TO UNDERSTAND, -

TO l<NOW.WITH CONVICTION ANl) CERTAINTY - - ·­

. REGARDLESS OF THE DEED OR CHALLENGE, - - -

IS TO BE MAN'S DEST!NY -· ... - TO SEtl< OUT -

DARE TO CONQUER - - - THAT WHICH HE NOT YET•,; - - -

OR PERHAPS NEVER WILL FULLY COMPREHEND OR UNDERSTAND. 

NO MAN HAS BEEN MOR:C DEDICATED TO THAT PHILOSOPHY, 

THAT DESTINY, - - THAN THE MAN WHO WAS BORN IN 

- IN THE DAYS WHEN AIRPLANES

RE OF .CANVAS·AN 

TONIGHT 

OUND WITH[N HIMSELF THE DESIRE, - - - THE

- - - THE WILL TO HELP MOVE MAN'S DESTINY BEYOND THE

SOUND BARRIER - � - THAT MEN BEFORE HIM HAD KNOWN -,- •

LIMIT TO THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE AIR.

, ,·, , . ·I MET "CHUCK" YEAGER IN THE OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF 

R,· STUART SYM US "CHUCK'' HAD BROKEN 
· THE SOUND BARRIER. WA LTANT TO THE SECRET 

FO AIR AND •AD A LU CH CONFERE CE SLATED WITH HIM, BUT 

I WAS SO INTRIGUED BY "CHUCK' S ff "FIRST0 '.!'HAT I FOLLOWED 

HIM INTO THE HALL AND HE ASKED ME TO HAVE LUNCH WITH HIM 

LUNCH I 



DETAILS OF BEATING THE SPEED OF SOUND AND DETERMINED' 

I WOULD DO SO MYSELF .. :.. - - I DID SO UMDER ·CHUCK'S 

DIRECTION A FEW YEARS LATER. - - - THERE WAS· NO 

OPEMTIONAL PLANE IN EXISTENCE AT THE TIME.THAT 
• • If 

COULD BREAK THE SPEED OF SOUND I» LEVEL FLIGHT. 

ONLY THE F-86 COULD DO IT AND THEN ONLY IN A

PERPENDICULAR FULL POWER DIVE.- - .- INCIDENTALLY, 

I FOUND OUT LATER THAT WHEN "CHUCl<n BROl<E THE $0UND 

BARRIER HE WAS FLYING WITH A COUPLE OF FRACTURED RIBS • 

..: - -.HE HAD FALLEN FROM A HORSE A COUPLE or DAYS BEFORE 

BUT KEPT IT A S.ECRET BECAUSE HE .DID NOT WANT TO BE 

WHAT I CALL HIS PROBABLE RENDEZVOUS WITH DEATH.

ANOTHER PERSONAL EXPERIENCE IS WORTH RECITING. 

"CHUCK" LEFT NEW YORK FOR RUSSIA WITH ME IMMEDIATELY 

AFTER HE HAD LED 1A GROUP.OF. FiqHTER PLAN:ES ACROSS THE 
'• , 

'' 

PACIFIC. - - - HE WENT TO BED IN MY.PLANE JUST AFTER WE

LEFT UEW YORK AT EVENING F Y OF THE 

ARGENTIA BASE IN. TH'E AZ0PJ:S. E GOVERNMENT 

FURNISHED ME A NAVIGATOR BE RE GOIUG TO 
,. 

It '.!f ' , 

MOSCOW OH OFFICIAL BUSIHES.S. - .. - WE WERE ON INSTRUMENTS 

. FOR SEVERAL HOURS AND WHEN IT CLEARED UP THE NAVIGATOR

SAID l WAS OFF COURSE AND UNLESS t MAD:S A CORRECTION 

... � ', ·t WOULD MISS THE AZORES AND GO DOWN IN·: THE -OCEAN FOR 
. . 

LACK or GAS TO REACH FRANCE;·- - - I DISAGREED WITH THE 

NAVIGATOR·BUT WOKE UP 11 CHUCK" WHO AGREED WITH m::· AND WE 

WERE NOT FIVE MILES OFF COURSE WHEN WE FINALLY HEARD THE 

0 • RADIO. - - - WE LET THE NAVIGATOR'GO HOME WHEN WE

REACHED ROME AND DID !fHE REST OF THE NAVIGATING OURSELVES. 
. . 

OH THE WAY HOME WE RAN INTO., A BAD HAIL STORM OVER 

- - WHEN THINGS LOOKED AT THEIR WORST � ..



"CHUCK'' 

OF A WAY ron THE .TWO. Ot us

GOT DOWN BUT. MY PLANE WAS BADLY DAMAGED:·..,;.. 

I HAVE NOT ONLY FLOWN WI'TH-�{;ENE�L YEAGER OVER 

MOST OF THE UNITED ST�TES AND EUROPE, � - - nur I 

HAVE FISHED WITH HIM FOR SALMON !N ICELAND. - - -
, , 

FOR '.fROUT IN WYOMING., - - - J\ND FOR· BASS I?t ARIZONA • 

• � ... - WITH THE HOOK AND LINE HE WAS ALWAYS THE WINNER 

N THE AIR. - IS A WI UNTIN 

WELL AS . IN EVERYT UNDERTA , 

NOW YOU .,,. I, PEAK 
, . 

OR . ANP WOMEN OF AVIATION·,.. TRU 

PROUD AHD HOMORED TO -P�ESENT UOW FOR ENSH 

INTO AVIATION'S HALL OF j'AME -,,;.. .- CHARLES ELWOOD
• 1'. , \ "JI. "" '. 

" " ..

"CHUCK" YEAGER : • . - · �. 



27 November 1973 

Dear Chuck, 

from the desk of 

JACQUELINE COCHRAN 

Here is copy of my first draft. 
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