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TENTATIVE ONLY

AVIATION HALL OF FAME SCRIPT - PART I

JACOUELINE COCHRAN ODLUM
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INTRODUCTION OF JACQUELINB COCHRAN ODLUM BY RICHARD ARLEN
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Acknowledgermernt of introduction by Miss Cochran, who then
continues her remarks with:

Spot on lectern

House lights
fade to low

MISS COCHRAN:

FIRST, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I WAHT‘YOU TO KNOW
THAT I AM TRULY AND GREATLY PROUD AND HONORED TO. BE
HERE TONIBHT. - - - AND TO SAY A FEW PERSONAL WORDS.
AS SOME MAY RECALL, THIS.IS THE TEIRD TIME THAT I HAVE
TAKEN PART TN AVIATION'S HALL OF FAME CEREMONIES. -~ - -
THE FIRST TIME WAS IN 1968 - =~ WHEN I CAME TO PRESENT
ONE OF 'MY DEAREST AND CLOSEST PERSONAL FRIENDS, - - =

“AMELTA EARMART. = - “THAT> OCCASTON WAS A VERY EMOTIOMAL
AND TRYING EXPERIENCE FOR ME. - - - THERE WAS AN UNUSUAL
BOND BETWEEN US, = = - SOLMUCH SO THAT I COULD TELL

WHERE SHE WAS JAND WHAT -SHE WAS DOING WHENEVER I TRIED.

AS YOU MAY'REMEMBER, JIM JACORS CAME TO MY RESCUE THAT
NIGHT - ~'= WHEN-I SENSED AMELIA'S PRESENCE IN THAT
BALLROOM FIVE YEARS AGO, « - = AND T'AM GLAD THAT HE

IS CLOSE BY NOW, - - = BECAUSE TONIGHT I COME TO PRESENT
ANOTHER PERSOM - - - WHO HAS BEEN A VERY DEAR AND PERSONAL
FRIEND FOR MANY, MANY YEARS. '

THE THRILL OF BEING ABLE TO TAKE PART IN THIS

'CEREMONY IS VERY REAL, -~ - - FOR I COME TO PRESENT

- THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF ONE OF THE GREATEST PILOTS OF ALL

. TIME. = - - I MUST ADMIT THAT I AM TREMENDOUSLY PLEASED



i -THAT 1 HAVE BEEN stscrzn go sknvz AS HIg £+
: PRB%BNTER'TO AVIATIDH'S HALL or FANB il AND THAT
'“7'[ AT LONG LAST HE I% 'BEING FULLY RECOGVIZED FOR PIS
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS T0 AVIATION ‘AND'THE scxnncn

OP FLIGHT. - - - THIS TS AN OCCASTON THAT I HAVE LONG

or THE GFEATB%T BREAKTHROUGHS TN AVIATION - - AND
| THAT HIS ACHIEVEMENT, - - - IN MY MIND, ~ - - FQUALS = (|
THAT OF THE WRICET Bnomngns,»f - = AND MADE SPACE ;;}{f57ynwz
4 PLIGHTS POSSIBLE.‘. % : L o
LG My PLEASURF IS DouaLYJBRRICHEbw_Qf

GREAT pxowznnznv PILOT, - = = PLESSED WITH THE EvrvbszAsn
~OF YOUTH, - = - THAT SEEMS UNBOUND BY DIMENSION MD
?*Unnzuxuzsvan»sy TIME, b~ HAS ALSO BEBN A FLYING:

COMPANION - = = AND A SOURCB OP GREAT PBRSONAL Iﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁmxaﬁ'

AND }IE - —- = IN HA!\IZI(' SOME 0*’ MY OW AERONAU‘I’ICAL

INTO THE AVIATION HALL OF FAME TWO YEARS AGO._T ~7-i1 e
) % HAVE FLowN WITH GPWFRAL CHARLES nCHUCyn YEAGER MORE  57‘ ;
THAN VITH ANY ownnn PERSON LIVING ox DEADL~ = - gﬁxsam
FLIGHTS HAVE BBEN ALL ovan THE Moqr op ng vargn{sr”'”
ANDﬁTO PRACTICALLY' ALL COUNTﬁraéﬁor EUROPE - -_,fﬁ
IHCLUDING RUSSIA A\'D ALL OF ‘I‘HE ”BACK OF TFE iRON chAINN “ 4

COUNTRIEB. ?,‘ - I*ALWAYS LBARNED FROM HIS GRBAT SKILL‘ ;

3-’-'--35 HAS 'FORGOTTEN MORE THAN, nosr_or us KNOW 'ABOUT
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AS IF A PART OF MY FANILY - - - AND OUR RELATIONSHIP
HAS BELH ONE OF CONSTANT JOY AND REWARD - - - OVER THE
PAST MORE THAM TWENTY-FIVE YEARS. ‘

' FEW COULD HAVE FORETOLD "CHUCK" YEAGER'S

'CONTRIBUTTONS TO AVIATION - - - AS THE WAR CLOUDS IN EUROPE
o coeio
nf’vj:H?HRBATEHED TszchLr oums%maubnxa- = = AND WHEN, FRESH
OUT OF MAMLIN, WEST VIRGINTA'S HIGH SCHOOL, - - - HE

ENLISTED IN THE ARMY AIR CORPS IN SEPTEMBER 1941, - = =

EVEN THEN HE HAD A DYNAMIC PERSONALITY, TREMENDOUS ENERGY
. AND A GREAT AMOUNT OF DETERMINATION. - ~ = IT WAS NOT

. {ONG PEFORT HE PROGRESSED FROM AIRCRAFT MECHANIC TO
CREW CHIEF ON AT-6 TRAINERS. - -_--?HﬁNQIN JULY 19u2, - i
FE BEGAN HIS PILOT TRAIRIMG TN THE FLYING SERGEANTS
. PROGRAM - - - AND NINE MONTHS LATER thnrvsp HIgAw;NGQLEﬁ'

. AND WAS APPOINTED A FLIGHT OFFICER.
4 A‘ TE 19 _WE]
gt R oo 25 e R e el

-

"FIGFTER PILOT - - - FLYING P-51'S FOR THE EIGHTH AIR

Wﬁtw@%eg

FORCE. - - - IN MARCH 1344, = - - AFTER DESTROYING TWO

| "% . - 'GERMAN PLANES IN THE AIR, - = - HE WAS SHOT DOWN OVER

‘ ¢ _OCCUPIED FRANCE. - - - BUT HE MANAGED TO ELUDE CAPTURE
= = - AND MADE HIS WAY OVER THE PYRENEES INTO SPAIN. = = =

~ AND TOR THE LAST FEW MILES OVER THE MOUNTAINS WAS
HELPING A FELLOW AMERICAN WHO' HAD BEEN. SHOT IN THE LES
THE PREVIOUS DAY BY THE GERMANS'DURING THE ESCAPg OF

. THE TWO THROUGH THE LéST, STPBTGH OF 'MOUNTAIN. - - 5

o L ;;sgv}:u wg}:xe LATER; }e m;go:hp &ns s’Qu&nn&n‘ “IN ENGLAND

g o R T

M- - - AND R“TURNED TO THE AIR WAR. - = - IN ALL, DURIKNG

. YHTS TOUR oF" DUTY*IN vvaopnt“HCFchﬂf“’*" 13 ENEMY

CPLANES = 2 - IN 6y conaarrﬁxssxoxsﬁ”ifs - HE BAGGED
S IN ONE MISSION, - - - rﬁCLunINc ONE OF GERMANY'S FIRST
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| JET PIGHTER, - ~ % AND HE BECAME A’ "DOUBLE ACE". = w ="
| " FoR HIS WAR SERVICE. HE RECEIVED THO SILVER STARS,I— mim P2
i _THREE DISTINGUISHED mme. CROSSES, - + - THE BRONZE
‘;srAR, - 'L 'SEVEN AIR MEDALS - ~ - AND THE PURPLE HEART!
AFTER "CEUCK" CAME HOME IN FARLY 1845, - e b

; ﬂnxx:nﬁ:uQVsﬁy ggsmgysfzqyi&;_ KHOUS! oo
. HERE WITH HIM TONIGHT. - - - THEN HE TOOK THE PILOT

R =t
INSTRUCTOR'S COURSE AT BERRIN PIELD, TEXAS.

' 'THE DWIGHT EISENHQWER,EAMILX AND THE "cnucx" YEAGER
g  PAMILY WERE SPENDING A° CHRISTMAS AT ny RAHCH. {veg;-;';m 
{ 5 5¥;”IKE" SAID TO ME/HE THOUGRT ﬁz'axn MET “caucx“ 'BEFORE f;;
"ufsowz PLACE. - At I ‘ASKED éﬁuex‘rf 1g wznz TRUE AND HE

~ SATD - - - "YES, A PILOT WHO: HAD nzznasnor DOWN COULD
. NOT FLY 1IN COMBAT ACAIN wxrnouw THE APPROVAL OF THE

u”'i_fCOHMAHDING GENERAL. = - - T APPLIED TO FLY AGAIN' ALL

i
!
1

D J > l.' { E: O »

}BUT'FINALLY eor TO Exsznaowzx AND oﬁrAIxnn HY RIGHT
= B (o 'FLY AG AIH IN COMBATY _= - - BUT ADDED “cnucx" & i

”I'H QURPRIQED EISVNHOWER REMEHBERS ME., -

iCHUCK WAS THE FIRST ‘SHOT DOWN, PILOT WHO WENT BACK INT“

1c0MBAT. - = AND PLEw oM #D" DAY.;A G
i NOW T WOULD LIKE TO SHARE sonz sczkxs raou ﬂ@_uﬂ?ﬂ
YEAGER'S CAREER THAT’ FOLLOWED,Kf -+

_ ACEIEVEMENTS WHICH JUSTLY EARN mﬂg aoxon\wz ACCoaD

HIH TONIGFT.;*

House 1igh1:s off i ; ol
Rfell anger film e o3l
 time is. apptoximnttly E vy_fm
‘[)siggrtur film 1¢ over uad




. MISS COCHRAN:
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_ AVIATION HALL OF FAME SCRIPT - PART II

JACQUELINE COCHRAN ODLUM .
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Spot on lectern

‘House lighta up to low

.72 IF WE ARE SEARCHING, FOR MILESIONES -ooo oo
ASURE M TONEE “T?*ﬁﬁdkisss LT
- - - AND IN REACHING THE MOON AND OUTER SPACE, - - -

,"fITHE PRECEDENT-SPATTERIN@ FIRST SUPERSONIC FLIGHT 13,7

oo 1 PERHAPS,‘— - - MORE MEANINGFUL THAN ALL OTHERS

""-'-xczn m@m.. G T "_' ' __

| 'suw "cuucx" woonn BE Tnzﬁrxasr T0 SAY -‘~~-~;fff

5 THAT THIS GFEAT NILESTONB - -.~:wAs THROUGH THE DEDICATED

w,;\z?ronrs _ _ - OF THOUSANDS OF TALENTED DESIGNERS, - = =
i PAINSTAKING Enezxszns,‘-w_,- SEARCHING SCIENTISTS 5 _._‘
AND LITTLE-KNOWN TEST PTLOTS WITH RAW, NAKED COURAGE

THE BATTLELINE OF THE SOUND. BARRIERf V
| THEY CALLED THESE NEW FOES BY sraanéz NAMBS'.Q‘- o

 FLEXURE, - - - FLUTTER, - -_-'cxvzp, e COMPRESSIBILITY,

f —_~”; BUFFETING, - = - stocK wnvss, <4 - AND THEY KNEW.

| FIRST HAND 'THAT THEIR RESULTS CQULD BE,‘-V- - AND orwnug-”ﬁiaﬁi

wzxz s CATA%TROPHIC -5-,- BUT TEST BY TEST, i
FLIGHT BY FLIGHT, ‘~'- - THE DESIGNERS* ENGINEERS,
SCIBNTI%T% AND TEST PTLOTS - = = BEGAN TO COMPREHEND

oY NATURE or rna PRoaLEue A

EBY REASSEMBLING THE

FURY OF THE BARRIER - - - HAD TORN MAN AND MACHINE APART.‘ ,454
"cuucx" YEAGER WAS GIVEN BY MOST EXPERTS A CHANCE OF 50% :

ox 'MORE OF DYINC. - -'- SEVERAL OTHERS ABROAD HAD szn

I THE ATTEMPT. o ' ' :
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YES, —~-~- bﬁDICATION T0 " THE cnhtLENGB AND pﬁaposé

OF THE GOAL suxvivgn “.= = AND NEW, UNKNOWN TEST PILOTS,
~'= - STILL TO KNOW THE' ULTIMATE FEAR AT THE BARRIER, e
- - « FILLED THE EMPTY SLOTS IN THE FLIGHT ROSTERS - -};j'-f
AND EVENTUALLY LEARNED TO ENDURE AND ELIMINATE THE '
z-v::eur:sswaax, <’ - 70 BELIEVE, - - -- g@ 'UNDERSTAND, :
MO XNOW. WITH CONVICTION AND CERTAINTY - - - THAT, - - -

REGARDLESS OF THE DEED OR CHALLENGE. g ALWAYS 7”'M*?

IS TO BE MAN'S DESTINY = - = 'TO snnx our -;*.~‘AND o
'7DARE TO CONOUER - - - THAT GHICH HE NOT YET, - = =

‘fQR PERHAPS NEVER WILL PULLY COMPREHEND OR UNDERSTAND._,u‘
NO MAN HAS BEEN MORE DEDICATED TO THAT PHILOSOPHY,

- = - THAT DESTINY, - - - THAN THE MAN WHO WAS BORN IN
" MyRA, WEST vxxsxuxa,- Sio TN THE DAYS wHEN AIRPLANES

 WERE OF CANVAS AND woon. - »‘- _AND WKOSE NATURAL

BOYHOOD INTERES’I’ IN AVIATION - —’ - WAS NURTURL‘D BY THE
TONEERTNG DEE EDS - ‘f o ‘9"“’ T
 AVIATION = - = WHO HAVE AsszBLED HERE TONTGHT TO HONOR

HIM. = = ~ BUT WE NUSTfKNBW, ol T‘ABQVE ALL ELSE, - =~ -’ ‘
“”'THAT HE FOUND WITHIN HI&SELF THE DESIRE, - 2 - THE COUﬁAGB.‘

- - -« THE WILL TO FELP MOVE MAN'S DESTINY BEYOND THE -\

SOURD BARRIER - = = THAT MEN BEFORE HIM HAD KNOWN - - -

b, (N

AS THE ULTIMATE LIMIT TO THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE AIR.

T MET “CHUCK" YEAGER IN THE OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF
THEIAIR, 'STUART SYMINGTON, JUST AFTER "CHUCK" HAD BROXEN
THE SOUND BARRIER. -l I WAS CONSHLTANT TQ THE SECR TARY

A gl 8 e P, T PR o
FOR AIR AND hAD A Lukcq comrrnzncr SLATED WITH HIM, BUT

. B o Y ': ¥ "
AP ;.,q;j%gf;ﬁlm@{& e 4

T VAS S0 INTRIGUED BY "cnucx's" "FIRST" THAT T ronLowzn
: arn INTO THE HALL AND HE ASKED ME TO HAVB LUNCH WITH HIM
i -.uaxcn X ACCﬁPTBD. - - - Dunxnsfnuncn ¥ GOT ALL THE




DETAILS OF BEATING THE SPEED OF SOUND AND DETERMINED

I WOULD DO SO MYSELF. = - - I DID 80 UNDER CHUCK'S
DIRECTION A FEW YEARS LATER. -~ - - THERE WAS NO

OPERATIONAL PLANE IN EXTSTENCE AT THE TIME THAT
COULD BREAK THE SPEED OF SOUND IN LEVEL FLIGHT. - - - o _
@,ngj i?‘OHLY THE F-86 COULn;Do_ImVAND_rHBN4QNL¥g;ﬂ nsafffgx,-ffffﬁy@g&w
Ceit e PEkPBNDICULAR FULL POWER DIVE.- - - INCIDENTALLY,
I FOUND OUT LATER THAT WHEN "CHUCK" BROKE THE SOUND
BARRIER HE WAS FLYING WITH A COUPLE OF FRACTURED RIBS.
:bf ~ = HE HAD FALLEN FROM A HORSE A COUPLE OF DAYS BEFORE

" BUT KEPT IT A SECRET BECAUSE HE DID NOT WANT TO BE DENIED
(HAT T CALL HIS PROBABLE RENDEZVOUS WITH DEATH.
ANOTHER PERSONAL EXPERTENCE IS WORTH RECITING. - - -
| MCHUCK" LEFT NEW YORK FOR RUSSTA WITH ME IMMEDIATELY

AFTER HE HAD LED'A GROUP OF FIGHTER PLANES ACROSS THE
PACIFIC, - - - HE WENT TO BED IN MY PLANE JUST”Ai&wR RE.
w o 2 y«" %1&& W‘ﬂ"fh"ﬁ?wqﬁﬂ—%# e e - -4 __' > 2 Ak o \ , “’, o 7_,._ et ok gl o el
| LEFT NEW YORK AT EVENING ronfér:ru‘:-'wAY OF THE

ARGENTIA BASE IN THE AZORES. ~'%~ = THE GOVERNHENT HAD

 'FURNISHED ME A NAVIGATOR BECAUSE WE WERE GOING. TO
| MOSCOW ON OFFICIAL BUSTNESS. ~ '~ '~ wz'thEfoNfiNSTRUMEhTs‘_
~ FOR SEVERAL HOURS AND wnnn IT CLEARED UP THE NAVIGATOR
SAID T WAS OFF COURSE AND UNLESS T MADE A CORRECTION ;,:
I WOULD MISS TEE AZORES AND GO DOWN. IN THE OCEAN FOR
LACK OF GAS TO REACH FRANCE. - - = I"DISAGREED WITH THE
NAVIGATOR BUT WOKE UP "CHUCK" WHO AGREED WITH ME AND WE
WERE NOT FIVE MILES OFF COURSE WHEN WE. r;gqgag.gpggpqggﬁﬂlmMiw

el
sr- Iﬂu" ,' "“'”"'

*PAZOTES RADIO. - - = WE LET THE NAVIGATOR GO HOME WHEN WE
 REACHED ROME AND DID THE REST OF THE NAVIGATING aunsnbvzs,7

ON THE WAY HOME WE RAN INTO A BAD HAIL STORM OVER s
MADRID. - - - WHEN THINGS LOOKED AT THEIR WORST
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> from the desk of
JACQUELINE COCHRAN
27 November 1973

Dear Chuck,

Here is copy of my first draft.

Love

-

d ‘/C,{, . ,
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