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INTERVIEW OF MRS, WILCIE PIERSON

This interview is taking place on April L, 197L in the home of Mrs, Wilcie
Pierson who presently resides in Kenna Homes in So. Charleston.
Interviewer- Mrs. Pierson have you lived in W, Va, Most of your life?
Mrs. Pierson- Yes the Biggest part of my life we've spent in West Virginia.
Interviewer- Where were you born?
Mrs. Pierson- In Gassaway West Virginia in Braxbton County.
Interviewer- Gassaway, where is bhat from Charleston?
Mrs. Pierson- It's up Elk River about 80 mile.
Interviewer- Was this in a rural area where you were born and raised or is
this in a populated area?
Mrs. Plerson- It was Gassaway and it is just a small little town and we lived
about a mile below Gassaway town right on the main road.
Interviewer- Then your home was right on the main thorefare in the area,
Mrs. Pierson- Yes
 Interviewer- When were you born?
Mrs. Pierson- April 1913
Interviewer- April 1913, Is your parents originally from West Virginia or
are they from some other area?
Mrs. Plerson- Yes my Mother and Father were both vorn and raised at Gassaway.
Interviewer- Were they born and raised in the same house you lived in?
Mrs. Pierson- No, Mother lived next door to my Father they were neighbors
all their school age years, fhey went to school together buty they weren8t
either one born at thesé two houses, they lived in other houses but it was
near this same place.
Interviewer- Are you an only child?

Mrs. Pierson- No, I have one sister who is 6 years younger than I am,



Interviewer- What is her name and where does she live?

Mrs. Pierson- Her name is Virginia Rawson and she lives at Tornado, W. Va.
Interviewer- Are your parents still living?

Mrs. Pierson- My Father still lives. He lives with my sister now. My Mother
expired L years ago.

Interviewer- The place where you were raised, was this on a farm?

Mrs. Pierson- Yes it was a farm.

Interviewer- Pretty good size.

Mrs. Pierson- Well where I lived it had been a big farm. My Grandfather and
Grandmother came back from Parkersburg when Dad was just a baby. My Grand-
father had bought a big lot of acreage probably hundreds of acres of i,
right where the town of Gassaway is now but he had sold it off to firstone
and then the other bubt, they got down until they had around about 25 acres
that was the original home spot that they kept down through the years.
Interviewer- Wnat was the occupation of your Grandfather?

Mrs., Pierson- Well he was mostly a farmer, I think he did thrash wheat for
other farmers around. He had farmed the whole btown of Gassaway back in his
younger days so Grandmother said. There was only a house or two in that
1little btown when they moved there. They had it all farmed and they tended it
but his occupation was mostly a farmer.

Interviewer- What was the occupation of your Father?

Mrs. Pierson- Well my Father worked on Public works some. I don't know waht
all he did but I do know he went to Detroit before I was born and worked
there for a sign company in Detroit, and after he and Mother married we all
went to Detroit for L years then and then we came back to West Virginia,
Interviewer- Why did you move back to West Virginia?

Mrs. Pierson- Dad had a Brother who worked in Detroit too and his wife got
homesick and she came back to West Virginia and bought a farm of 50 acres

and it had two houses on it and after h: beapht it he g~ gtals ~+ he 2= my



Daddy if he would buy half of the farm which my Father did, he bought half of
the place which was 25 acres and thats when we moved back to West Virginia.
Interviewer- Why did you move back to West Virginia?

Mrs., Pierson- Dad had a brother who worked in Detroit too and his wife got
homesick and she cafta back to W.Va., and bought a farm of 50 acres and it

had 2 houses on it and after he bought it he got sick so he adk my daddy if
he would buy half of the farm which my father did, he bought half of the place
which was 25 acres and thats when we moved back to West Virginia,

Interviewer- Did your father farm when he came back here or what did he do

as a livelyhood?

Mrs, Pierson- No, they didn't farm much, There was quité a few smaller coal
companys in that area within 3-l miles of our home and they both worked in

the mines and they worked several years before my father was hurt in the
mines when I was 8 years old, He didn't work in them anymore after that but
we moved to a coal camp after we had been back to W.Va. a while until he got
hurt and after that we had to move back to the farm, He didn't get any compen-
sation out of the injury and he wasn't able to work for a long time so
naturally we moved back to the farm and between mother and the children

and #lad what he could we did raise a garden and some chickens and a cow and
we did have a horse after he got able to plow and things but we raised a
garden and truck patches and of course we raised about everything we had
because people them days didn't go th the store every week or day or two

just once a month to get staple items about like coffee, sugar and soda and
baking powders and of course flower, we didn't raise any wheat or anything
like that, We raised comn and soy beans for the horse and cow and chickens and
in the fall after the corn was gathered we took corn to the grists mill

to have it ground for meal, which we always had our own corn bread like that,



Interviewer - What kinds of crops did you raise on the farm?

Mrs, Pierson - Well more or less just truck patches and a big garden.

Beans and lots of vegetable, potatoes and something for the animals to eat in
the winter time.Mother canned everything that she could that we could raise amd
they preserved things and they picked berries and things like this that she
could can for the winter,

Interviewer- What all kinds of things did you get from the wild that you
camned or preserved besides berries?

Mrs, Pierson- Black berries and Huckleberries and occasionally you'd run into
a rasberry batch but that was about all you got out of the wild to can,
Interviewer- Howdid you go about preserving meat?

Mrs. Pierson- Well they sorta salted it down. Of course you never killed hogs
until late in the fall near Christmas time because back the it was real cold
in the wintex, We had no freezers or electric or anything you could fresze
it, you either had to can some of it or salt and cure it with a special kind
of salt you could treat the meat, I don't know what all it had in it, You
put it in around the bone to cure it or some people smoked their meat in a
smoke house, They had something they lite and it made a smoke and it

would smoke the meat but I dont®t know just what it was I was younger then.
The meat would freese when you put it in the cellar house or in the smoke
house and it would freeze solid because it was so cold back then, Its not
1like it was now the winters were cold.

Interviewer- Did you have many other kindg of meat besides pork?

Mrs. Pierson- Not to much besides the wild meat, The rabbits and squirrel or
once in a while int he spring you'd kill a groundhog. A few neighbors

once in a whiile would Have a beef tp kal} amd thats hboit thie limit of the
meat, If you didn't have your own you didn't go to the store and buy it.

Chicken we raised those.



Interviewer- Did you and your Mon have your own cow and did you churn your
own butter?

¥rg, Plerson- Yes when we had a cow we always took care of the milk and
skimmed the cream off and churned the cream and had fresh butter and butter
ﬁilk. Mobther would make it out in the butter mold and make it look real
fancy,

Interviewer- How did she make her bubtter?

Mrs. Plerson— You Just let your milk sour until it clabbered and you have to
krow what your looking for when you flx milk, The milk has to sour before
you can churn it and then you put it in the churn with a dggher‘in it and
you churn it up and down for a half hour and that cream tufns into butter,
It comes to the top of the milk, You dip it out and wash it with water,
Interviewer- When did she salt i3

Mrs, Pierson- After you get all the water oubt of it to get the milk out of it.
If you dontt the butber will soon get old. But you put a little salt in it
after you get all the water and milk washed out of it. |
Interviewer- Can you rembember the first time you ever saw an automobile?
Mrs. Pierson- Well when we lived lived at Gassaway, after my Daddy was hurt
in the mines there was some years there thabt he wasn't able to work in fact
he didn't Work any for quite a long while they was putting the state road
up Elk River and I dontt kmow how he got commected with it bub anyway we
moved back to Gassaway to the old Rawson home place sight along where the
road was going tﬁfough. DAd night waﬁched on the steam shovel but you know as
they was digging out the road with the steam shovei to make a road he night
watched on that so we lived there a few years while they was putting the orad
up the river and the first car that I can remember seeing was when I was

at Gassaway when I was lets see about 12 or 13 years old. Thems the first
cars that I can remember seeing infact my Daddy bought an old roadster that

just had 2 seabs in it and Didn't ewven have a top on it from bome body

R
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while we lived there and I expect it would make 20 mile an hour but we thought
we uere flying when we went out on that, He worked on it half of the time
because it was broke down most of the time/

Interviewer- What did you think when you rode a car the first time?

Mrs, Pierson- Well we was really flyin and my Mothers brother bought a new
car of course he lived with my grandfather, he Hadn't married and he was up
in years, but he bought a new car and it was one of those touring cars

that had side curtians that you hooked on, you know it wasn't glass windows.
But that was the fanciest car in town., He bought it because it was a new one
CGrandpa had the money to buy it with that was the fanciest car in town but
before that Grandpa had horse and buggy and that homse had really tried it he
was really a I don't know wmatch call him but he could really travel but she
hooked him up in that buggy and the buggy of course had a top on it and we
came down highuay, After he came end get some of us and a whole buggy load
va know he ge'b three or four of us on there and then we'd Jjust thought we
was making about 90 but I expect we's making about 10 miles an hour, Then
after we got to the car we was really flying., But I never forget that day
any body ever rode him on, Bubt now that was a thrill, It really was then
cause I was travelin ﬁhen. Because then going down the river in the boat was
as fat as you could btravel, There was a river right out in front of our
house, Mother would never let us go down to the river bubt Dad had a boab
once in a while weld get %o go out in it, That wasn't very ofte, We didn't
dare go by ourself,

Interviewer- Can you rembmber the firsttime you ever waw an airplane?

Mrs, Pierson- I don't know, I can't remember when I was close to one, After
we moved back to the farm I was 13 years old there used to be a man what
they called a mail train , Hw saw a plane go over., One went toward Wlkins amd
one coming toward Charleston twice a day we coul see it up in the Bky but I

can't remember when I was ever close to one, After I was Married .Jwm sure



for a long time couse there wasn't many airports around there ihere we usr:
atb,

Intervirtu~= Can you remember the first time you were phobtographed with
a camera?

lirs, Pierson-Well I had some pictures made when i was only two weeks old.
Mother took me to the studio at Gassaway we had our picture she and I with
my dress that came clear down to the floor babys then wore Big long dresses
two or four feet long. Longer than the baby, They always hung clear down
to the floor. I did have some pictures btaken in Detroit while we was there.
I was L years old then and I can't remember that.

Intervéewer- How old were you before your fanily had a camera?

Mrs, Plerson-We didn!t have one at our home in the country. We didn't have
one till after I was married. I bought one after I was married and had a
baby. You could hive a $1.98 for it. It was a good little camera,
Interviewer- Houw good was the mai iﬁ the country?

Mrs, Pierson- Well there was two brains that went out every day. One went
up and two came down the river, Now this was two miles from where I lived.
When we loved in the country. It was two miles from our house to the post
office and the mail came on train, Theytd throw it off there wasn't any
stop right where the post office wasa at this time, theytd throw it off in a
bag and they had a mail crane of a thing i think what they called it where
they put the mail out and as they went by the man in the train he would
grabb this mail that was going ou in their lever of a thing and couwght it
so it was Jjust throun off in the mail bag and the ost master she would take
it in and sort it out. Thaté the way we got our mail/ It costs 2¢ then to
send a letter,

Interviewer- Did you live close to the Post Office?

Mrs. Plerson- Two miles down the creek to the railroad,



Interviewer- Is this at the same place where the store was?

Mrs, Pierson- No, there wasn't any store there, 1later on this post office
this lady died that run the post office and they moved the post office aboutb
two miles further away up the road so we had to walk about btwo mile to the
railroad and two mile up the river then on the railroad to get to the post
office,

Interviewer- What was the name of the post office?

Mrs. Pierson~ Dorphee

Interviewer- Do you remember the person who ran it?

Mrs, Pierson- Ninna btansman, She ran the post fffice there at bottom of the
creek, I lived there I lived there close enought to the creek,
Interviewer- Did you our Mother or even your grandparents have any special
home remedies that you might have had in your fanily? Maby say to get rid
of say the worms? Do you recall any special remedies they may have used?
Mrs, Pierson- Well tehy used something out of a store for the wroms when
people were wrrmy its Frys Vermfuge. Thats the nastiest tasting stuff that
was pub in a bbbttle, I'm sure. You'd taste it for three days after you took
it, TYou couldn't eat anybthing before you took it or day after you took it.
It was so nasty. They caaimed it there was any grease or anything it

done somethin to your insides if you had any grease or anything after you =
took it. They made teas snake goot tea I don't know what all these things
were for., Yellow root bea I think was for a sore throat., Mullin tea they
made that for coughs

Interviewer- You ever make mullin tea?

Mrs. Pierson- No you just boil it well some fo the things you made it outb
after you just boil it down into a tea then you put sugar in it., Some of
these things were for some things some was for others I dont't remembezhzil
the remedies were for but I do remember some of the neme they used.
Interviewer- What did your Mon use when you got a burn?

Mrs, Pierson- Well you just wet it and put some soda on it and that will

Avan the fire onk of it. Mostly if you put some molasses on it would



drauw the burn out,

Interviewer- Have you ever heard of or used in your famnily an asfitity bag?
Mrs, Pierson- No, there was a few children out bto school where I went that
wore those bubt we never had to where one., I don't know how come some people
thought that if you wore one of them little hickgsaround your neck you

didn't get sick. I don't know what happened bubt we didn't get in on that

we didntt but they was the dirtiest little things . They hung around gour
neck all winter, The kids that had them of course we went to a company
school aboubt as old as we were and nobody went to doctor unless you was
dying cause nobody could afford it and it was twelve miles to a doctor and
thiere was mp hospitals closer than 6harleston, So nobody went to the hospit al
unless they was just about dead. They had to get Dad to the hospibal when he
broke his back, but that was one of those things., That was something pretty
bad.,

Interviewer- What did you all do for headache or earache?

Mrs. Pierson- WEll, I don't know. I know they used oil, bubt I don't know
what kind it was. TYou heat some kind of o0il, for one thing; but I just dontt
know what that was,.

Interviewer- Do you remember arny remedy for consipation?

Mrs, Pierson- No, No I don't

Interviewer- Did your family when they were planting gardens, plant by signs?
Mrs, Pierson- Oh, Yes., EveryBody ha almanac. They went by the signs., They
didn't plant by the signs for somethings because they didntt turn out right
they said. So everbody went by the signs, the moon and wheter it was 1light
moon or dark moon, you didnt!t plant in one or the other because when you
planted it in the ground it would come to the top and get sun burned on them,
I dont't know why but I believe that was the light of the moon was when the
moon was comeing upe. You didn't plant amgithing that was under the ground,
like potatoes because when they come up and get sunburned, for on the other
hand if you planted them when the moon was going down, the grew so deep you

couldntt hardly get hBkem out from under the ground. we followe this too. not



only pur parents but, my husband, when we planted our garden and things. And
we done it cause we thought there was a lot to it,

Interviewer- Have persons ever talked you oubt of this belief?

Mrs, Pierson- No, because I still believe in it. I believe it still holds true
course a lot of these younger people bout like some of you younger people

you don't believe that way. TYou can't convince the older falks that ibiisn't
right the way they thought it was,
_Interviewer-Did your family or you have any way of forcasting the weather by
certain signs?

Mrs, Pierson- Yes, most of the old people liked to go out and look at the sky
and look at the moon and they are pretty good weather profits they thought and
which they still do.

Interviewer-Remember some of the things they looked for?

Mrs, Pierson- Well, the big halo around the moon and if the moon was hanging
at a certain angle when it was in the quarter it was gojng to mean certain
things corse I dontt know %o much about the weather forcasting I could tell
when it was cloudy and when it was clear, Bat now they could tell, I meamn, &
seen like something about it by watching the sun and hearing the frogs and
things.But I'm not to up on that myself,

Interviewer- How did your family wash their clothes?

Mrs, Pierson- We didn!t have any electric or washing machines, we lived on

a big creek and wetd take the btwo washing tubs, a wash board and a big cake
of soap and the lye, and we book these down to the creek, We had a place
there and a bench and we'd take all these things to the creek and we'd build
a fire under one of the bubs, And heat the water and then we®d wash the clothes
and rub the clothes on the board. Then we got all the white ones washed and
put a 1ittle bit of lye, a spoonful of lye int tub of water that was on the
fire, and then we'd boil the white clothes in the lye water to get them white
because we had no bleaches the at all, Put we had a piece of a broom stick

or something that we punched these things down in there and we kept turning



*hem over bill Mother thought they was clean and we picked them out of there,
We run them throught the other wash btub and then we would rinse them in two
or three tubs of water to get that out but we , oh we had blueing to put in
the last rinch water, put alittle blueing in the water to they said to help
make them white which I've used blueing until the last 15 years my self in
the wrench water,

Interviewer- Where did you get your soap?

Mrs, Pierson- Well a lot of people made soap. Mother never did make soap
but some of our neighbors did. They made their soap out of thing well when
they killed hogs or had the rinds off of the meat they saved that and old

lard the put this in a kettle with lye and wood ashes,

SIDE TWO

Interviewer- Mrs., Pierson did your family go to chmrch much?

Mrs, Pierson-Yes we went to church and Sunday School. we only had church about
once a month a circut rider would come through a preacher about once a month
to preach, We always had Sunday School in the school house we went to School
in, Didn't have any churche there but all the things that happened there we.
went to the school house

Interviewer- What kind of church services did they have?

Mrs, Pierson- Well just plain old country singing and if somebody wanted to
sijg a song he song it and people shouted and we had some of the tounges
people in that area and always had big service . Sometimes yould get in a
revicgls.@bhat would last for 6 weeks and you didntt get home by 9 Ofclok,

you was lucky if you got home by 120%clock and sometime they'd last for a
month or more the revivals, but they really did a lot of good, a lot of

people would get saved, If they got saved and wanted to be haptised 4n the

wintersdhey just went out and chopped a hole in the ice in the creek and

baptised them. I've seen it done more than once, and We'd go to church
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other places. There was another school house over a big mountain, A bunch

of us would get together and walk over this mountain to the other achool house.
Which we called Beechwood., To revival and it would go on just like our

school house did for weeks an end, Sometimes we'd go every night for a

week and it would be three or four mies over there bubt we'd go., Sometimes the
snow would be a foot or two deep but wetd go an;ywéy. No body knew angt difference,
Nobody had any other way %o go except o walk so every body went togebher,
Interviewer- What kind of 1light did you use when you were traveling at

night walking? Did you have any lights?

Mrs, Pierson- W1l the men that worked in the mines, they usually had carbide
lights which that was a good light, corse you had to know how to work those
carbide lights but some pedple had lanterns an oh the up to date ones some-
times wonld have a flashlight, But that had to be somebody up in the world
because a flash light were expensive, I have seen a few of the older people
would have a piece of pine that would hawe rasin in it you can sét that on fi re
course if there was much wind it will blow it out but I seen him go along

with that 1lite for light course it was dark in the country, there wasntt

anything but the moon and if the moon was gone then you didn't have any

light.,

Interviewer- Did the church that you attended believe in healing? Did you
ever see anybody healed,

Mrs. Pierson- Not particularly; Ilo; I euess some believed in that but most
several around therespoke in tounges, You know the unknown tongues they
would speak in those quite often some of the people, not all but some of them
did. There was a family or two around that spoke in the unknown touhge but I
cant remember of them having a healing service back the,

Interviewer- What happened when somebody got real sick in somebodys home?
Did they ever have a group of people get together and pray for them?

Mrs, Pierson- WEll yes of course there was always some christians around,

corse my parents back when I was young , they were not christians but they |



were good to go sit up with gick folks, averybo™ ’n the sountry then they
looked after their neighbor if amybodv got sick everybody went in and took
turns and sit up with them and let the family go on to bed., I remember
when on of our neighbors had typhold fever one of bthe sons, two died before
it was over but he was sick, well he looked 1like death warmed over and they
didn't know whether he was going to make it or not but my Mother and Fgther
was there and set up and set up and set up with him because he was regl bad
off and they didn't know but what he was>going to die. But they was real good
to help each other

Interviewer- Where did you go to school?

Mrs, Pierson- Well I started to school when we lived in a coal camp on Middle
Creek, I Just got old enough the to go to school, but then after DAd was
hurt we moved back to the ocuntry and I had a mile to walk to school to the
school house this one 1little one rooms school house thats where me and my
husband both got our education. and it was they had grade school and it was
first grade up to the eighth and I don!t know there was probably 30 or L4O
pupils there from the first grade up to the 8th grade. One teacher did all
the teaching and they had one bench up front and when it was time for your
class bo have their lesson the téacher would call you up and you!d discuss
your lesson with him of coﬁrse the whole school was hearing it you know just
one big room mot to big at that but surely not like it is now,

Interviewer- How long did you attend school?

Mrs, Pierson- I went to school until I was 15 years old, I quit when I was
15 I went %o work. I didn't finish grade school quite, I was in the seventh
when I quit

Interviewer- Why did you quit before you finished the 8th grade?

Mrs., Pierson- Well things were pretty bad at hour house, I mean financially,
Didnft have anything much to go on and DAd didn't have much work and I quit
school one day at noon, o course we knew that this was comiipup, one of our

neighbors at the time was keeping a boarding house at one of the coal camps



up the railroad., I was telling a 1ittle while ago, He kept a boarding house
for the miners stayed some of the miners lived out of town Oh I quess they had
15 men stayed there and boarded there so I went to $tay with them for a while
T made $3.00 a week., I got up about 5 Oclock in the morning to help pack
all those lunch buckets and wash all the dishes and cooked a big breakfact,
back them days you cooked Big meals for the miners course they worked hard,
Interviewer- How 0ld were you when you were married?

Mrs, Pierson - I was 20 when I got married,

Interviewer- How long did you date before you got married?

Mrs, Pierson- Well I met ﬁy husband when I was 1l years old. Of course we
wrote more or less the most of the time becaude he was older than I was

9 years. He worked away from home. His home was there in the same vicinity
but he was done gone from home and was on public works so he come back once

in a while bubt then later along I went away to work but kinda just hit and
missed each other but we did write for 6 years before we got married.
Interviewer- Tell me about your wedding day or the day preceeding your
wedding day

Irs, Pierson- Well he was warking then in thecoal fields over on big coal river
at Hicoal and of course prior to this his father had died and left him with
three of his brothers and sisters to‘kinda finish out their education and
look out after his mother so he moved, well he took care of his Mother up
until she passed away and took care of these three children well that was one
reason we didn't get married amy sooner because he was obligated to them or
felt like he was until she finallly remarried an old fellow but she didn't live
to long after that buty anyway he had gone back to the mineafter she had died
and uvh he waz working there so he wrote and ask me if I wanted to get married
I was back hmme then I had been away working but had come back to my mother
s0 we decided we would get married it was on the 3rd of July so he came home
on the 3rd or the2nd well it was about 5 mile form my home to where there was

a minister lived at Elkhurst so that morning we was going up there on the 3rd
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to get married we got up pretty early because we had about 5 mile to walk, Two
down the river and almost 3 mile up the railroad to the preachers house and
we didntt even know if he has home or not you just took a chance he was,

And it was sprinkling rain that morning and I was all dressed up in my new
outfit but he me and him and mother.Mother went with us to get married, It
sprinkled rain on us all the way ., We looked like three little drowned rats
when we ot almost amyway. We got there just about they had dinner on the téble
of course they ask us to eat we knew them He was one of the preachers that
came by and preached at our little schoolhouse once in a while so they was
ready to eat and they had a man and his wife there they had dropped in. well
tjey was going to eat with tem so they invited us to eat, course I wasn't one
bit hungry but my husband he never turned down food so he went in and eat with
them before we got married so he ate his lunch with them-and we waited t&l11
he éot throvgh and he married us. We had to walk all this wayyback but it
had quit raining . we looked so pretty it had wuit raining. We walked back
home she had prepared quite a bit of stuff but I was so excited I didn't
know whether we were going to have anything to eat when we got back home or
not, &he fixed up a real good supper and of course I still wasn!t a bit
hungry. I was living on love then but by husband sit down and eat a big meal
that evening but his sister lived out on the hillat the old home placwe where
he was raised so she was going to have a party that night if you didntt

have something special they always seranaded you or belled you so she thought
if she'd cook us up a party and invited all the young people in that they
wouldntseranade us so thats what she did., He gave her some money and she
made some cakes and had some drinks and invited all the young people and

some of the old, #they was in on it toosome of them were pretty young so she
had had us a party and they played games course we was already worn out we
had 2% miles bto walk back to mothers old home place after we'd already walked
10 mile that day. So we was really fresh for the party. We stayed at his

sisters that night and we walked back down to mothers the next morning and he
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had a guy coning to pick him up the next day to take us to Highcoal in a car,
Course my husband had no car but this guy was supposed to pick us up that was
we had 3 mile to walk the next morning to get to the car so you had to have
good walking material or you didn't make it back in them days. No body had

a car in them areas, Coursec this was in the coal camps, this was over on coal
river,where we moved, but no body around there owned a car in the countyy where
we lived. Nobody could afford one to start with,

Interviewer- What was your husbands name?

Mrs. Pierson- Stanley Pierson

Interviewer - Was there much moonshining back in those days in the mountains
there?

Mrs, Pierson - Well I guess there was, some people made it, I didn't know

to many of them back before I met your daddy. My husband I know made moon-
shine but that was back before I almost kmew him., Back during the depression
a lot of perple made it which we gotmoved about the time of the depression

or about time the depression was over and everybody was hard up with no

jobs and no money they!d do anything for a little bit of money so my husband
did make some whiskey because like I say they was people that would buy it

if they could get it.

Interviewer - Did the family have it pretty rough during the depression?

Mrs, Pierson - Yes we did we had it real rough and my daddy wasn't too able
bo work at that time and there just waan't any work. I know he got a

job on the WPA back while I was still home while I was a teenager and he
walked 11 miles to work to the job that he was on he was a time keeper on the
WPA. It was over beyond Clay at Maycil and fk'd start way before daylight

of a morning and get home way after dark at night but it was a job, I don't
remember what he made. It wasn!'t much but it was a job.

Interviewer - As kids what did you do as leisure btime activities as games,

what did you play, things like that?
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Mrs. Pierson - Well we lived on this creek and it was cold and the creek
stayed froze over all winter and we skated in the winter time, they was big
holes of water that would freeze over. You could have a peck of fun with
that. One family they lived in fromt of us across the creek, they had about
12 children, didn't btake long bto pether up a gang of people bto go skating or
sleigh riding ceurse we didn't have boughten sleds. They'd make us some
sleds out of some wood you know butbt we had just as much fun as if they'd
come oub of the store. And in the summer time of course weld go in swimmin
in these big holes of water and we'ld go mountain tea hunting, go to the
mountains and find the nountain tea that had these little berries on it.

In the fall there was lobts of Chestnut trees back then, big chestnut trees
dozens of trees 3 foot through you know and in the fall a whole bunch of us,
would gather up and go back on these ridges to gather up chestnuts, cause
some of them would be in the burrs yet and some of them would be out of the
burrs withn they hit the ground. You could pick up all you wanted to stamp
out of the burrs or all you wanted to carry home, course there was lots of
hickory muts then so we didn't have any movie to go to then, about the only
place to go was bo church and sunday school and once in a while theyt!d have
a singing school. They was several people in the neighborhood that could
sing pretty well that knew some music and theyt!d try to teach some of us
dumber ones how to sing some music,

Interviewer - How many children did you and your husband have?

Mrs. Pierson - We had two children, a boy and a girl,

Interviewer - What were btheir names?

Mrs. Pierson - Weldon and Oleta - Qur son went to the service for L years,
enlisted in the Air Force and spent a year and a half in Germany and came
back and then went to college and finished up with a masters and at this

time he is Vice - Principal of a school and the daughter she went to business

college and worked in an office and worked for several years until after
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