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Fort Monroe with bridge over moat to the main
gate or Sallyport.

of military men. Cornelius was a Roman centurion
(captain) stationed in Palestine who was converted
by Peter. His story is related in the 10th chapter
of Acts where he is described as “a centurion of
the band (company) called the Italian band.” The
lighting of the chapel’s interior is greatly subdued
by the deep colors of the stained glass memorial
windows dedicated to artillery and engineer officers
of the last century. Standing out boldly over the
altar is a lighter colored stained glass window with
a life-size representation of Cornelius the Cen-
turion. The altar is bathed by the golden light
filtering through the image of St. Cornelius. The
beautiful green altar frontal was a gift of the St.
Hilda Guild, New York City. Hanging from the
walls of the chancel and nave are the flags and
colors of old regiments of the United States Army.
These are interestingly described in a free booklet
prepared by the Post Chaplain, Major W. Hubert
Bierck.

PrRESIDENT Wooprow WIiLsON was especially
fond of worshipping in the CHAPEL oF THE CEN-
TURION when he and Mrs. Wilson would come
down to Old Point Comfort on the Presidential
yacht, the Mayflower.

Not far from the Chamberlin Hotel are the twin
spires of ST. MARY’s STAR OF THE SEA, which is
often mistaken for the post chapel. It is, however,
a civilian church which grew up on Old Point
Comfort in pre-Civil War days to minister to the
spiritual needs of Catholic workmen engaged in
work on the fort. Its corner stone was laid in 1860
by Bishop John McGill. During the Civil War the
Sisters of Charity did heroic work in taking care

of the sick at Fork Monroe. The church draws its
parishioners from the civilians of Phoebus, Hamp-
ton and Newport News, but due to its early es-
tablishment on Old Point Comfort the United
States Government has permitted it to continue
standing on the grounds of the fort. St. Mary’s
Star of the Sea is named after the patron saint of
the Portuguese navigators who charted much of
the New World.

In front of the Chamberlin Hotel is the boat dock
where the arrival and departure of the Baltimore
and Washington steamers provide a colorful specta-
cle, especially if an army band happens to be giv-
ing a concert in the nearby bandstand. Mid-
channel on the ferry course between Old Point
Comfort and Willoughby Spit is the fortified island
of Rip Raps which was created by piling rocks on
top of a submerged shoal. The garrison of this
satellite fort which is officially known as Fort Wool
must lead a lonely life. During World War I
defense nets were spread from its foundation to
trap submarines.

The approach to the gate of Fort Monroe is
through the town of PuoeBus named after Harri-
son Phoebus, a famous Old Point Comfort hotelier
of the post-Civil War days. This polished and en-
ergetic businessman established the tradition of
elegance and comfort which the present Chamber-
lin maintains today. Roseland Manor, the
magnificent estate of Harrison Phoebus is open
to visitors annually.

HampToN is the next town west of Phoebus. It
is the OLpeEsT CoNTINUOUS ENGLISH-SPEAKING
SETTLEMENT IN AMERICA, having been settled in



1610. (Although Jamestown was settled three years
earlier, it was abandoned after 1699.) Hampton
had the first free school in the Colonies which was
established by Dr. Thomas Eaton, a physician, in
1634. The town was originally called Kecoughtan
after a tribe of Indians which the first Englishmen
found there in 1607. White settlers drove away the
Indians and later changed the name of the settle-
ment to Hampton after the Earl of Southampton.
This nobleman was one of the principal stockhold-
ers in the London Company, which owned the Vir-
ginia Colony before it was taken over by the Eng-
lish government. Although Hampton dates from
1610 its architecture does not reflect its history for
it has been burned two times, once by the Bristish
in 1812 and once again during the Civil War by
the Confederate General Magruder as a sort of
“scorched earth” measure. No building of any
consequence survived the last fire and all of the
town’s valuable archives perished.

The most historic and also the most charming
structure is old St. Jonn’s EpiscoraL CHURCH
whose tightly packed graveyard shaded by giant
trees is a refreshing retreat from the busy main
street. Established in 1610 St. John’s is the oldest
Protestant parish in continuous existence in Amer-
ica. There were three earlier church buildings. The
present structure was built in 1727 and has sur-
vived three wars, undergoing bombardment in the
Revolution, pillage in the War of 1812 and the
final disaster of fire in the Civil War. However,
the “old walls honestly built” by Colonial work-
men stood firm and the church was restored in
1869. The graveyard is still in use as a burial
ground, many of the headstones being so old that
they are illegible. The grave of Hannah Nicholson
Tunnell, “the Confederate female Paul Revere” is
marked by a large rough hewn granite block near
the west door. On June 10, 1861, Hannah Tun-
nell warned the Confederates of the approach of

Old St. John’s Church, Hampton.

The parish was

established in 1610.
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the enemy at Bethel. Also, buried in the church-
yard is Hugh Smith Cumming Surgeon General
of the United States, who was a native of Hampton.

St. John’s Church is built in the form of a cross.
Its interior is characterized by a simple beauty. The
pure white marble of the altar, baptismal font,
lectern and pulpit are in effective contrast to the
dark oak beams of the ceiling. The stained glass
windows are outstanding in workmanship and de-
sign. Especially interesting is a window dedicated
to the 21 Colonial rectors of St. John’s which shows
a clergyman with an open Bible standing in the
prow of a boat approaching a shore where savages
are capering. Another window depicting St. Luke,
the physician, is dedicated to George William
Semple, 34th President of the Medical Society of
Virginia. The presence of a stained glass window
representing the baptism of Pocahontas, may lead
the tourist to suspect that St. John’s Parish had
some link with Pocahontas. This is not so, for
the window dates back to the 1880’s when Sioux
Indians from the Dakotas, who were attending
Hampton Institute, used to worship at St. John’s.
(A large portion of the Sioux nation were converts
to the Episcopalian denomination.) These In-
dians from the Far West were intensely interested
in the story of Pocahontas and they donated the
Pocahontas window to St. John’s. A large
number of these young Indians unfortunately died
of tuberculosis during their stay in Hampton and
they are buried in the old cemetery on the campus
of Hampton Institute.

Five generations of the Jones family worshipped
in St. John’s from 1781 to 1919, according to a
plaque over a pew near the south door. Solomon
Fosque, a devoted Negro sexton, is commemorated
by a plaque in the west vestibule. A complete list
of all the rectors of St. John’s from 1610 to the

~ present day, 45 in all, hangs in the South vestibule.

The present rector, Carter H. Harrison, is a direct
descendant of Benjamin Harrison, who settled in
Jamestown in 1635. He is also a descendant of
Pocahontas. The church possesses a silver com-
munion service which was brought from London
in 1619.

Hampton may be called a city of seafood and
institutions. Fishing, crabbing, oyster-farming and
seafood packing are the native industries. Every
September Hampton celebrates its annual SEAFoop
FestivaL with the crowning of a Seafood Queen,
a grand parade and street dancing. Also contribut-

ing heavily to the town’s economy are the govern-
ment institutions such as the aeronautical research
laboratories (National Advisory Committee for
Aeronautics), the: Veterans Administration, the
military establishments; also, the faculty and stu-
dents of Hampton Institute. The core of the town’s
population is soundly Southern but since Hampton
is located at the tip of the Peninsula the currents
of commerce and war have brought to it people
from all points of the compass. For instance, there
is a small group of prominent families whose found-
ers came from New England and other Northern
places soon after the Civil War. Energetic and
enterprising they made fortunes in the seafood in-
dustry later branching into vaster realms such as
real estate developments and street railways. Still
prominent in the business and professional life of
the town are a number of families whose residence
in Hampton dates back to the days of the Royal
Colony, such as the Bookers, Seldens, Joneses,
Tabbs, Chismans, Hopes, Holts and Lees, to men-
tion but a few. Another distinct native group in
the town’s population is formed by the “Poquo-
sonites” and the “Fox Hillians,”” who are derived
from a cluster of fishing villages some miles north
of Hampton. In early days these people lived in
virtual isolation because of the lack of communica-
tion, consequently they are so intermarried that the
same family names occur over and over. Accus-
tomed for several centuries to wresting a living
from the sea and the soil with their own hands,
they turned their energies to business with great
profit when after the dawn of the automobile age
they began to settle in Hampton. Today ‘“Poquo-
sonites” and “Fox Hillians™ are very important in
the business life of Hampton.

Hampton’s population has been greatly increas-

ed in recent years by aeronautical research workers

who have come from all over the country, South,
North, and West to work at the Langley Field Air
Base. Many of the workers in the Newport News
Shipyard have made their homes in the Hampton
area. A familiar figure in Hampton is the retired
army officer, a major, a colonel or even a general,
who fell in love with the town during a tour of
duty at Fort Monroe or Langley Field, many years
ago. In some cases he bought his home long in ad-
vance of his retirement and rented it out while he
was serving out his time in humdrum posts else-
where in the United States and in the tropical heat
and squalor of foreign assignments. Once back in



Hampton in his dream house with time on his
hands, he fishes, gardens, boats, dabbles in civic af-
fairs or may even take an executive job in business.

Hampton is cut up by the jagged arms of Hamp-
ton Creek. Along its waterfront are giant mounds
of oyster shells and the commingled odors of fish
and crabs. Housewives go to the wharves to buy
seafood fresh from the briny deep. The town is
knit together by a number of graceful bridges from
which one obtains a beautiful view of the snug
little harbor with its fishing fleet and the Yacht
Club. The HamptoN YacHT CLUB is a rendezvous
for yachts bound to and from Florida and is the
scene of annual regattas. In front of the Yacht
Club entrance stands THE Brappock CANNON
which marks the spot where General Braddock
landed in 1755 with two regiments of British regu-
lars to open the campaign to drive the French away
from what is now Pittsburgh. Unaccustomed to
wilderness fighting Braddock’s forces were am-
bushed by French and Indians in the wilds of
Pennsylvania. Braddock was killed after four
horses had been shot from under him and the young
Washington who had accompanied him as an aide-
de-camp barely escaped with his life. The Brad-
dock Cannon points to a tongue of land at the
mouth of the harbor known as BLACKBEARD’s POINT
after the famous pirate, Captain Edward Teach.
Exasperated by the  pirates’ attack on Hampton
shipping, Captain Henry Maynard of Hampton led
an expedition against their lair in North Carolina
in 1718. Defeating Blackbeard, he severed the

bloodthirsty rascal’s head from his body and placed
it on a pole at the entrance of Hampton Harbor to
warn any mariner contemplating piracy as a career.

The Braddock Cannon, Hampton, with Blackbeard's
Point in background.

Across the harbor opposite the Yacht Club one
sees the towers and gables of HAMPTON INSTITUTE,
one of the greatest centers of Negro education in
the world. This school had its beginning in a
group of illiterate, runaway slaves who sat under
the trees at the feet of missionaries and shouted out
the letters of the alphabet. Today Hampton Insti-
tute has grown to an aggregate of 139 buildings
occupying 75 acres of land with an enrollment of
over.1,500 young men and women. Students are
trained in hand as well as mind and taught pri-
marily to make a living in accordance with the ideal
of the founder, General Samuel Chapman Arm-
strong (1839-1893). The trade school teaches
everything from brick-laying to tailoring while the
collegiate schools teach agriculture, arts and sci-
ences, business, education, home economics, library
science and nursing. OGpEN HALL seats 2,000 pro-
ple and the yearly concert season which features
internationally famed artists, symphony orchestras,
ballets and opera companys, is patronized by the
entire population of the Peninsula. On Sunday
evenings the students assemble in Ogden Hall to
sing spirituals and other typical Negro music.

In 1878 INDIAN PrisONERS OF WAR from Florida
were sent to Hampton Institute to be educated and
Indians from all over the country continued to be
enrolled until 1923. A large number of Sioux In-
dians from the Dakotas are buried in the OLp
CEMETERY at the southeast corner of the campus.
A trip to this cemetery is worth while to read the
picturesque Indian names on the tombstones, ex-
amples of which are Daniel Fire-Cloud, Virginia
Medicine-Bull, Benjamin Bear-Bird, Lora Bowed-
Headsnow, Mary Red-Bird, John Blue-Pipe,
George Sharp-Horn, and Walter Little-Eagle.
This cemetery also contains the ivy covered tomb
of the founder GENERAL ARMSTRONG who was born
in Hawaii of American missionary parents, was a
general in the Union Army during the Civil War,
and later made Negro education his life work.

General Armstrong persuaded the American
Missionary Society to buy the land on which the
institute stands and formal instruction was begun
in 1868 in a converted Union hospital with himself
as principal, two teachers to assist him, and 15 ex-
slaves as pupils. Funds granted by the Federal
Government at the outset were soon exhausted and
the continuance of the work has since depended on
contri butions from friends of the Institute and what
the school could earn for itself. One building was




Chapel, Hampton Institute.
Partly constructed by students in trade school.

“sung up,” for General Armstrong took the Hamp-
ton Institute Singers on a tour of the United States
and Canada where they gave 500 concerts. They
brought back $20,000 for the construction of Vir-
ginia Hall. The HunTiINGTON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
was donated by Collis P. Huntington, the railway
magnate who built the Newport News shipyard.
This library is one of the finest in the South, con-
taining 77,674 volumes, including a special collec-
tion dealing with the Negro. Among Hampton
Institute’s famous graduates are Booker T. Wash-
ington who walked all the way from West Virginia
to enroll in the school and Dorothy Maynor, the
well-known concert singer.

Directly behind the campus is a Civi. WAR
CeEMETERY belonging to the Kecoughtan Veterans
Administration. It is beautifully laid out and con-
tains several interesting monuments and cast iron
plaques. It was started at the close of the Civil
War with the bodies of soldiers who had died in
fighting between Hampton and Richmond. Over
400 of the bodies were those of unknown soldiers.
Later burials have been those of inmates of the
National Soldiers’ Home now known as the Vet-
erans Administration. The VETERANS ADMINIS-
TRATION lies between Hampton and Old Point
Comfort on the approximate site of the old Indian
village of Kecoughtan. This is why the name Ke-
coughtan was revived as a post office address for
the institution by Col. Keith Ryan, former head of
the local Veterans Administration. The National
Soldiers’ Home was established in 1871 in the
building formerly occupied by the Chesapeake Fe-
male Seminary. Continued as the Veterans Admin-
istration it has long imparted a specific flavor to
Hampton life. The older veterans amble along the

streets, stand on the street corners, or lounge con-
tentedly on the wharves. Some hawk knickknacks
of their own making such as canes, leather belts,
or metal ware. The KecoucHTAaN HospiTAL, a
magnificent 600 bed hospital fronting on Hampton
Roads, surrounded by beautiful grounds, ministers
to sick veterans of all United States Wars. The
last Civil War veteran expired several years ago
and the Spanish-American War veterans have
taken over the ancient status formerly occupied by
the Civil War veterans.

Several miles to the north of Hampton is the
LaNGLEY FiELD AR Base. It is not only an im-
portant Army Air Force post, but it is the home
of the NaTioNAL ADvisORY COMMITTEE FOR AERO-
nauTics (N. A. C. A.) where scientists toil night and
day in the giant wind-tunnels to unlock the secrets
of the air. Founded in 1917 with about a dozen
employees, its personnel has grown to 3,300. Its
payroll 1s over $1,000,000 per month and the plant
is valued at $50,000,000. The organization’s aim
is to assure American leadership in aeronautics.
At present tourists are allowed to drive through
the Langley Field Air Base. Northeast of Hamp-
ton is BuckroE BEAcH which is located on Chesa-
peake Bay. It is a summer resort for salt water
bathing, fishing and dancing and also has a large
amusement park. In 1620 the London Company
sent Frenchmen to Buckroe to teach the colonists
silkworm culture. Because the early navigators
had confidently expected to find India instead of
America when they sailed due west, the London
business men could not rid themselves of the idea
that the New World must have the same possibili-
ties as India and other Oriental countries. Silk-
worm culture at Buckroe soon failed and the col-
onists turned to tobacco raising which was to be
the Peninsula’s main industry for several centuries.

NewprorT NEWs is a thriving seaport and ship-
building center located on the western shore of the
Peninsula at the mouth of the James River. “The
World’s Greatest Harbor” is the city’s proud boast.
Although settled in 1619 it remained an unimport-
ant fishing village until 1880 when it was chosen as
the Atlantic deepwater, coal-shipping terminal for
the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway system. Today
it is the world’s largest coal-shipping terminal. In
1889 Collis P. Huntington built the NEwPORT
News SHIPBUILDING AND DRy Dock CompaNy and
since then the growth of the city has been rapid.
During World War II about 30,000 men were em-



ployed in the shipyard, many of whom remained in
Newport News. The shipyard stretches a mile or
so along the James River and covers 125 acres.
Huntington’s motto is inscribed on a monument
inside the shipyard gate: “WE SuaLL BuiLp Goop
Suips HERE AT A ProriT 1IF WE CAN, AT A Loss 1F
WE Must, Bur ALways Goop SHips.” This ship-
yard is proud to have built the S. S. America, the
largest passenger ship yet built in this country.
Among the many famous fighting ships it has
turned out are the Yorktown, the Hornet, the
Midway and the Coral Sea. The keel for the
$189,000,000 super-carrier, “The United States”
was laid in the Newport News Yard. During both
World Wars, Newport News was a major supply
and embarkation port for the European theater of
war. Under the Victory Arch at 25th Street and
West Avenue there marched 441,146 homecoming
World War I veterans in 1918 and 1919.

Newport News boasts three unique and outstand-
ing museums on its outskirts. The MARINERS’ Mu-
SEUM is located in a park of more than 800 acres,
and contains a vast collection of ship figureheads,
prints and marine paintings, ship models, anchors,
marine engines, deck and steering gear and navi-
gation instruments. It also houses a library of over
32,000 books and manuscripts. THE War MEwmo-
RIAL MUSEUM OF VIRGINIA contains a collection of
army guns, tanks and other military equipment of
World Wars I and II. It is also the official mu-
seum of the N. A. C. A. and has working models
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The Mariners’ Museum, Newport News.

of the great wind tunnels of Langley Field. THE
James River GoLF Museum is considered one of
the finest of its kind outside of St. Andrews, Scot-
land. It was established by Archer M. Hunting-
ton. All these museums are free of charge.

The town of Newport News has all the flavor of
a seaport. Its streets are enlivened by the uniforms
of ‘sailors from warships out in the harbor, sol-
diers from Langley Field and Fort Monroe, Mili-
tary and Naval police assist the civilian police in
keeping order on the town’s main thoroughfare,
Washington Avenue, which reminds the Mid-West-
erner of a smaller edition of State Street in Chi-
cago. Groups of swarthy, gesticulating foreign
merchant seamen from the Mediterranean
countries give an exotic touch. One even sees an
occasional turbaned Lascar sailor from the Far
East. Newport News has a festive air when the
shipyard launches a new vessel with the ceremony
presided over by visiting high dignitaries. The
city is connected with the mainland by ferry and
by the almost unbelievably long James River
Bridge which stretches five miles from shore to
shore. Viewed in the distance from the north end
of the city it makes a sight that one does not soon
forget.

Further up the Peninsula are the historic shrines
of WILLIAMSBURG, JAMESTOWN, and YORKTOWN.
The attractions of these places are too well known
and too thoroughly catalogued to need space in this
article.
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The ramparts of Fort Monroe (right) with the moat and the famous old Water Battery (left)
which has since been demolished.

Fort Monroe was formerly one of the mightiest
forts in the world. Begun in.1819, it was designed
by one of Napoleon’s righthand men, General
Simon Bernard. Bernard also designed the
fortifications of Antwerp in Belgium for Napoleon,
but Fort Monroe is his masterpiece.

Bernard was born in 1779. After graduating
from the Ecole Polytechnique, he was com-
missioned in the French Army where his rise was
rapid. He became an aide-de-camp to Napoleon
and was onc of the last to leave the Emperor’s
side at the battle of Waterloo in 1815.

Exiled to the United States, he was, through
the influence of Lafayette, given a commission as

brigadier general in the Engineers Corps of the
U. S. Army. During this tour of duty he de-
signed Fort Monroe. After the 1830 revolution
in France he returned to his native land, where
he was made Minister of War. Just before his
death in 1839 he was created a baron.

Many people famous in history have crossed
the bridge shown in this picture. They include
Lafayette, Chief Black Hawk, Edgar Allen Poe,
Robert E. Lee, Abraham Lincoln, General Grant
and Jeflerson Davis. Gun No. 40 in the Water
Battery was a famous trysting place for sweet-
hearts. It now stands on the lawn in front of
Post Headquarters.

Compliments of THe CuamserLiN HoreL
OvLp Point CoMmForT, FT. MoNROE, Va.
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