Marshall University

Marshall Digital Scholar

0236: Fred B. Lambert Papers, 1809-1964 Digitized Manuscript Collection Materials

December 2020

MS 76 Box 14 Notebook 3 - McComas. Mrs. Henderson's letters
from St. Albans

Fred Bussey Lambert

Follow this and additional works at: https://mds.marshall.edu/lambert_papers

Recommended Citation

Lambert, Fred Bussey, "MS 76 Box 14 Notebook 3 - McComas. Mrs. Henderson's letters from St. Albans"
(2020). 0236: Fred B. Lambert Papers, 1809-1964.

https://mds.marshall.edu/lambert_papers/143

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Digitized Manuscript Collection Materials at Marshall
Digital Scholar. It has been accepted for inclusion in 0236: Fred B. Lambert Papers, 1809-1964 by an authorized
administrator of Marshall Digital Scholar. For more information, please contact zhangj@marshall.edu.


https://mds.marshall.edu/
https://mds.marshall.edu/lambert_papers
https://mds.marshall.edu/sc_digitized
https://mds.marshall.edu/lambert_papers?utm_source=mds.marshall.edu%2Flambert_papers%2F143&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://mds.marshall.edu/lambert_papers/143?utm_source=mds.marshall.edu%2Flambert_papers%2F143&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:zhangj@marshall.edu

MS 76
BX 14
NBK 3

McComas

MI‘S . Hen(lerson’s

Letters from St. Aﬂ)ans

MS 76
BX 14
NBK 3



(Copy)
St.Albvans, W, Va,
March 17, 1947,

Er- S.H. DI'aWn,

R et Sty o “ —
< ez e T

Kenova, Route #1.

3 Ny dear Mr.Drawns

£
&
&

/

Seeing that you are a reader of Wiatt Smith's column,
"Y&ur”friends and Mine" encourages me to take the liberty of addres
gsing you in regard to the information contained in your letter in
the Colm Feb.l9, 1947,

I have been corresponding for more than a year with
Mr.”red Lambert, of Barboursville, whom I know only through the

colm, I, also, have su plied some history items to the Colm.

I was esvecially interested in the statement that you
father was a brother-in-law of Judge Evermont Vards; alsc that
! your Grandfather, B.F.Drawn, was reared in Cabell County. Was a
E soldier in.the War of 1812, and served as Sheriff of Cabell County
when it comprised Lincoln and Wayne Counties,
Thomas Vard, as of course you know, was the first Shee
Foo iff of Cebell County. He was my great grandfather, on my mother's
side, His wife was Mildred Walden, daughter of Lord Walden of
Ravenswood Castle, England, Their daughter, Mildred Vard, married
Mildred McComas, and their daughter, Irene Octavia McComas, who
mar;;ed Major George Mc:endree, of Barboursville, was my mother.
- My twin sister, Mary Alice (who became the wife of
Geo. Wm.Johnson of ParkKersburg) and I were born in Barboyrsville in
( A ' 1876 and were reared in Cabell_County--living either in Barboursvil le
or Huntington. As you know, there was a close relation-ship betwern

Judge Evermont Ward and Judge Wm.McComas' farily. Mother was with

Judge Ward when he died.
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o Was there a "Pearl Drown"? It seems to me I've heard my mother
and father call that name.
I have been collecting family_histqry for = number of years,
and am always interested in anv angle, or connection.
So, when you‘said that_your father was a brother-in-law of Judge'
Wgrd it makes me intensely intergsted‘in learning of this connect-
iony and if it is not asking too great'a favor, willAyou vive me
this line, and I will be only too happy to exchange notes with vou,
if you so desire.
Trusting I am not asking too much of you, and with great antieci-
pation, I am,
Very truly yours,
(Signed) - Mildred Lee Henderson,
(Mrs. G.A.) #822 Kanawha Terrace,
Ste.Albvans, W. Va,



( Copy )

Saint ﬁlbgns, V. Va,
¥areh 26, 1947,

My. Dear Mr.Drown: |

Your interesting letter of March 19th was duly'fe-
ceoved. Within the past few days, I've talked with my
cousin, Mrs, Lulur(McDermott) Price, of Parkersburg, and she t
tgld me of receiving a letter from Co. Geo., S. Wallace asking
forAInforma£ion about Judge Evermont Wardy that she had answer
ed the letter, and saying that Judge Ward married a Hensley,&c
Now, she is confused about the Wards; and I told her last night
that the Ward who married Miss Alice Hensley, was one of the
Wm,Wards, and they have descendants living in St.Albans at the
present time. Another Vm.Ward married ¥iss Rose Fuller (of the
pioneer Fuller family.)

The names of John Ward and Samuel Ward are in the first
| Land Book of Kanawha County, i790, when taxes were charged in
English money. There is a "Ward" line, leading from New York,
where Samuel Ward married Julia RUSH, a name still in our region.

The first Baptist Chur-h within the limits of Cabell
County, "The Mud River Béptist Church", at Blue Sulphur Springs,
orgarized in 1807--Jeremiah Ward and his wife, MaigaPetk-among the
first rames on the church roll, Thomas VWard, whose wife was Mil-
dred Walden was & large land holder in Kanawha County, was in
the Va, Legislature and prominent before Cabell County was found-
ed--in 1809,

The first Court House for Cabell County was to have been

at the mouth of Guyan River (where Guyandotte was established in

1810) and lend was set aside for the "Public Buldings", but for

some reason, the first Court was held in the house of Wm.Nerritt
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on Ward;s plantation. The controversy that arose over this, be-

tween Edmund Morris, Thomas Ward, and others is reqdrded in
history. The reason for the change is still an uncettled éues-
tion. Perhaps it w as bec&usg phe lapds around the mouth of
Guyan River were included in hhe Savage grant, and the lands a-
bove were not in question. Virginia records show that the
Vm.Merritt house was on Ward's plantation. Thomas Vard became
the first Sheriff of Cabell County. Elisha McComas was Foreman of
the first Grand Jury, and he was a Trustee of Guyandotte, 1810,
and of Barboursville in 1813.

“Barboursville, made a town by Act of Assembly passed Jan.
14, 1812, Trustees were Edmund Morris, Elisha McComas, Sampson
Sanders, Thomas Hatfield, Edmund McGinnis, and Manoah Bostick",
All istories decord the important fart trat the Wards and Mc-
Comas' played in pioneer times., There is a woeful "mix-up" how-
ever on acccunt of the similarity of given names, which makes it
hard to "spot" the right ones to follow down to the present.

In 1812 Vm.NceComas (Son of Elisha and Anne French Mc-
Comas and Mildred Ward, daughter of Thomas and Kildred Walden
Yiard, were married. Thomas Ward gave them land. These things
established bty Wills and Deed in Barbtoursville. The Elisha *c-
Comas settlement was in the Salt Rock region, along with some of
Thomas Ward's holdings, which were Xest. It has been stated
that many records were lost, or not recorded, during the period im
mediately following the War of 1812,

The land up the Guyan River and back of Barboursville was

MeComas land. A road from Barboursville , along the river bank,



and through the Vm,McComas land , cutting off a big bend; r;ﬁ
directly by the wm LcComas ‘homestead, as it etands today. This
road led to a ford scross across Guyand, and over to Thornburg
land.

Thornburgs came séme time after 1812, and Thomas Thornburg
is of that family. What I am trying torexplain is about t he land
across Guyan gnd»in the section whichjaas mostly peépled by Ward
and McComas connections, After crossing the ford at“Wm.EcComas'
homestead, the farms of Wérds, Morrisons; Fullers; and otﬂers;
conmegtinng were 1-ested,

Ym. and Wi{ldrad (Ward' Weopas nad fifteen children,
Seven 1lived t-o be evown, (A1l tnis recorazd in ivie McComas Bibke
in my vweaecaispnl,

Thomas Ward had a son. John ward, who 1ived in'the “Gver the
rRiver section". There were large families., Evermont Ward (our
subject) grew up with the Wm.}cComas boys, and Judge Wm.McComas
sent him to Collége (perhaps, Marietta), where some of the Mec-
Comas'® sons were educated, and he vas regarded with deep affection
by the McComas family. That's why my mother was with him when he
died-1882- on his farm between Guyandotte and Barboursville. He
was a brilliant, well educated, energetie young man.

In 1839 James H, Ferguson was Cabell County jailer.
Sept. 4, 1840 James and Evermont Ward were admitted to
practice law in Cabell County.
WAYNE COUNTY
Formed from Cabell by Act of Assembly of Virginia Jan,18,

1842, The first Court was held April 11, 1842, at the home of



Absalom Trout, Sr.
Hugh Bowen eleceted first Clerk 6f the Court.r

John Laidlev, Ww. McComas, Joseph Je qusf1eld James H.
Ferguson, and Elishs Wesley McComas, Attorneys of the State
of Vir?inia, were granted permission to practice in the Courts

of the County. John Laidley elected Commonwealth Attorney.

= First Circuit Superior Court -

Commeg?éd on May 6th, Judge Lewis Summers, presiding. John
Laidley appointed in behalf of the Commonwealth, to prosecute.
John Laidley, Henry T,Fishery Joseph J, Mansfield, J.H.Ferguson,
Elisha Wesley McComas, Evermont Ward, and James H, Brenen, all
practi“ners in the Courts of the Commonwealth, were.granted i 1 [
censes to practice in the Courts of the County.

There was no mystery about Judge Evermont Ward, except what
occurfed in many cases. His mother was a Ward, and Judge Wmn.Mc-
Comas was responsible for his e ducation. Judge Ward was an il-
lustrious man in his day and he prospered in business: His pat-
ent medicines became famous., Fis "Hair restorer” was the subjéct
of many jokes during his public life (At a session of thé Legisla-
turs, he »nresented each of his colleagues with a bottle of "Hair
Restorer".

1861, May 28th (Kanawha Valley Star).

"The circuit court of this county yesterday held its
spring session, The Hon, Edmunft Ward, Judge of the Judicial
Circuit, presiding. Grand jury impanelled. His Honor's ciarge.
to the Grand Jury, was listened to with profound interest by all

present.,
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_?he“charge opeped»the'eygs gf'many_of quf_pepple who had been
deluded by demggogues,rinto opposition to.Virginia; and caused
considerabie fluttering emong the leaders." _

/ In 187é, he defeated_Jﬁdge James H,Ferguson for Delegate
to the Constitutional Convention. o | _ |
\ At the time of his death he s living on his farm between
Guyandotte and‘Barboursville. This was no part of the original
Ward landse It was_his.own, and being a lawyer, his actions must
havg been legal. His widow married the man who lived with them
as a farm hand, and guestions were raised about what became of
Judge Ward:s assets, as he was considered well-to-do, financially,
I know nothing about this angle. I always heard that his Patent
Medicines were mxmffexitedx manufactured in Cincinnati,Ohio.
- I knew the Martins, of Barboursville. Judge Ward‘s wife

(nee Martin), had a daughter, Pearl McDermitt, by a former marri-

age who was a first cousin of Geo.McFendree and Mrs.Lulu (McDer-
mott ) Price, of Parkersburg. Geo., Lulu, and Ora McDermit were
children of my father's sister, Elvira. They were orphaned,
My parents reared Geo, in Cabell County. ¥r, and Mrs,James Hanna
(nce Lucinda ﬁc“enderee), reared Lulu in Mason County. Robert Ora
was raised bty an Aunt on the McDermit side.

*Twas Mrs, Lulu Price who told me of receiving the letter
from Geo. S, Wallace, and she evidently made some mistakes about
Judge Ward, which % hope will be corrected before it zoes into
nistory. Our histories are so full of errors, such as that, and it
is difficulf to get a true history at this late date, and after all
the old persons have passed away. In reading the "John Brown" let-

ters, taken by the State at the time of the Harper's Ferry epi-

sode I was struck by refernces in some of the letters to Fort



Scott, Kansas, and having Goodlander's history of the "Early Days
of Ft.Scott} (iQOO), I made comparisons, and found many familiar
names . Some of these people'were there during the bloody days be=
fore the Civil War, when the Carder fights were going on, and John
Brown_was_the leader of the "Jay Hawkers‘gang of murderers. 't.Scott
was near the Mo,--Kan, lins border.,

_Just before the war Elisha Wesley McComas, who was Lt.Govern-

or of Virginia, with Gov, Henry ¥, Wise left Charleston, going

.first to Cincinna*i,0,, where his wife had "Lake" relations; then to

Chicago, where he edited the Chicago Times and practiced law during
the Civil VWar period. His wife ‘was a daughter of James Holderby, who
owned the land vhere Marshall College now stands. After the war, he
moved vith his family, to Fort Scott, Kan. which was just begin-
ning to grow. His elest daughter, Alice Lane McComas married Wm.R.
Reid, in Chicago, and they, too, settled in Ft.Scott. My Uncle
Ju ge H,C.McComas, who by the way, was an officer in the Union Army,
also settled there; and later, my mother, Irene A, McComas, only
living sister, joined them. Her father, Judge Wm.,McComas having died
just at the ending of the war. Uncle B.F.,McComas (of Confederate Army
the yougest of Wm,McComas ' sons, who married Martha Hackaday, of
Greenup, Ky, took posession of tne ¥m.McComas Homestead, near Bar-
boursville, where he lived until 1894, After his death my mother and
‘ather Bought the home place, as it had never been out of the family,
and it is where the McComas cemetary is located, that was destroyed in
1925.

We lived there for a time, father driving to his office in
Huntington, found it too éreat an inconvenience. So, they sold it to

Mr, "Billy" Miller, who was a brother-in-law of Geo.J,McComas, uncle

B, Js. only son, and our families friends of long standing. However,

0



grave yard was reserved in the Deed, also other reservations as to
roade, &c. This is where Mrs.Thomas Ward, nee ¥ildred Walden,
and Mrs.Elisha ¥, McComas, nee Anne French ( and, I bvelieve, Gen, x Na. ¢
RS | | B
Elisha McComas, Judge Wm. and Mildred (Ward) McComas, a number of 4 _
' ¢
their children and grand children and relatives lie buried. 5:2?:

M

I hope I am not taxing your strength. It is hard to know xke U§§

where to stop when one gets:on the subject of geneology,‘the names \
are 80 closely interwovens |

Mr, "Billy" Miller was a brother of Mr,Joseph S.Miller who
was with the parties who started "to-~develop Kenova, during the
boom of the early nineties. You perhaps, remember, those hetic
boom days. Many people went "broke"; my father never fully recover-
ed from that venture. He was Vice-President and Engineer of the
"Huntington & Kenova Land Development Co,"

You said in your letter to Wiatt Smith that you would write
about the Huntington Bank rbhery, which occurred in 1875, I would
be interested in hearing that, for having grown uv in the miast of
the veople of Cobell County, having known and loved so many of them,
and having had so much talk, every item is of interest to me, I
have lived long enough, though, to %y to be cautious in telling
some o the stories I have heard; for, after all, much is based
on "hear-say" and cannot be verified after the people have passed
on.

One must know conditions as they existed at the time hav-

pened to understand the tales that are told about these old peo-
ple who faught their way through the wilde rness and hewed the path

for future generations. Tragedy, Comedy, Pathos, Courage and De-

‘termination are written in the lives of our forebedrs.- I think gred

care should be taken in history writing lest a name be sullied of one
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who is not present to protéet it./

7 _?ou ask if "Billy" McKendree was a relation of mine. Yesg
Geo. Wm. McKendree (Billy) was a double first cousin to Maj.
Geo. McKendree, my father.

Robert McKendreg his wife Mary(Grubb)and family

of 3 children (George, their only son, ah infant) came from Eaét-
ern Virginia 1837, in a covered wagon. Aaron Flood, (brother of
Robert)»and Catherine Grubb (Sister of Mary), came with them. The
party stooped at Malden, Kan, Co. for awhile, where Aaron Flood m
and Catherine Grubb were married. Soon, thereafter, all came to
Cabell County and settled around Cabell Court House, where they
became property hdlders and prominent in affairs of the County.
Robert McKendree (my frandfather) was known as a "scribe",
Their daughters were born in Cabell County: Mary, who married Vi,
Hensley: Iucinda, who married James Hanna, of Kanawha County,
and Elvira, who married James McDermit,

Agron Flood, as shown by records, was Jailer in 1840,
following James H, Ferguson. He became "Keeper of the Farm" soon
after the Civil War; and after his death, "Billy" continued to
keep it until 1927 or 1928, when the County Court established the
Farm near Blue Sulphur, The two KcKendrees were the "Keepers"
for 58 years. Many old timers found shelter there during lean
vears,

The story of the "Foor Farm" is an wnsual and interest
ing chapter in Cabell County history.

I was glad to know that you expect Mr.lLambert to visitw
you. I hope he has entirely eecovered from his recent illness

and will continue his valuable history work. We need it.

i



| I am wondering, too, why Judge Evermont Ward's picture
is to be presented to the Wayne County Court. He was a Cabell
County man.

At the August term of Circuit Court of Wayne County, 1879,

he presided, and pronounced the death sentence on Labon T. Walk-
er for the murder of "Pat" Walen. This sentence has bécome a "clastsic
It was the first legal hanging in West Virginia. Judgé Ward was on
the bench in Cabell County 1876 at the time of the Mehling murder,
The man was lynched in the front yard of the Court House in Barboursv-
ille and Mrs.Mehling was sentenced to life in prison,

It seems to me that Judge “Evérment's life is well covered
in history and that no evidence of fmystery“ is Bhowh,

I must ask your pardon for writing such a voluminous letter,
and I sincerely hope that I have not imposed upon your kindness and
patience, | .

Thanking you again for the information contaiﬁed in your

letter, I am,
Very truly yours,

(Signed) (Mrs.Ge.A.) ¥ ildred Lee McXendree,
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S. A. R. NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 1227 16th STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C.

Abstract of Pension Application of

Va. Service JOHN McCOMAS, W.18496
Rev. War Wid. Catharine

Cabell Co., Va.)Ss Personally appeared in open Court, JOHN McCOMAS, a resident
Oct. 28, 1833 ) of said County, aged 76 years on 15th instant, makes appli-
cation for pension under Act of June 7, 1832:

That he enlisted as private in Militia, in April, 1778, under Captain
Robert Cravens; marched to Augusta Co., and on to Westfall Fort in Randolph Co.,
(now); on to Fort on Buckhannon River; then to West Station on west fork of
Monongahala River; to Nutter's Fort; to Powers' Fort, then to Koon's Fort or
Station which had been set afire by Indians a few hours before arrival; returned
to Nutter's Fort; to Augusta and discharged, completing 8 months' tour, though he
only vol. for 6 mos, but compelled to serve two more by commanding officer.

Dec., 1778, again enlisted as private; marched to Rockingham Co., under
Capt. McKiel (Michael) Coger, crossed the Blue Ridge to Richmond which had been
burned a few days before arrival; thence down the James River below Williamsburgh;
crossed to south side to MacKye's Mills, which had been set on fire sometime before;
on to Gen. Gregory's Camp in N. C., and discharged having served 3 months.

He was born in North Carolina, Oct. 15, 1757 as recorded in father's Bible
and doesn't know what has become of it; lived in Augusta Co., Va. during War,
(which he amended stating he lived in Rockingham Co., Va. during war) later moving
to Greenbrier, then to Montgomery Co., then to Kanawha Co., and resided on the
Guyandott River for 35 years, and now resides in Cabell, formed out of Kanawha.

Officers named: Capt. Robert Cravens, Ens. George Mollow, Lieut. Michael
Trout, Capt. Michael Coger, Lieut. Michael Robuck, Major Guy Hamilton, Ensign
George Null, Capt. Noll, Col., William Noll, Col. Sampson Matthews.,

Character witnesses: Andrew Barrett, Esq., Andrew Hatfield, Esq.,

John Samuels, clerk of Cabell Co., Ct. Rev. Stephen Spurlock and John Lardly
testified to character,

Pension allowed - Richmond Agency - Act June 7, 1832.

$36.66 from March 4, 1836 to Mch. 31, 1837,
the day of his death,

Cabell Co., Va.) ss personally appeared in open Ct., CAT-ARTNE McCOMAS, resident
Oct. 25, 1840 ) aged 8l years, widow of JOHN McCOMAS; asks pension under Act
July 7, 1838; produces an affidavit of her sister-in-law,

Catharine McComas, taken Oct. 5, 1840 in Logan Co., Va., who states the marriage
took place Feb., 1786, that Jonn McComas died March 31, 1837; marriaze took place
in Montgomery Co., Va., by a Baptist Minister. Catharine McComas b. Apr. 7, 1772.

The marriage bond (copy) is produced showing that John McComas and Isaac
Hatfield are held and finally bound unto his excellency Patrick Henry, Governor of
Va., for 50 pounds, Va. currency, Feb. 21, 1786; this day obtained license to
marry Catharine Hatfield, daughter of Andrew Hatfield of this (Montzomery) County.

Pension allowed - Richmond Agency - Act of July 7, 1838

$36.66 per annum,
(no date of her death shown in Acc't Book).
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Statement of Stephen Spurlock, Clergyman,
as given in the pension application
of John McComas - W. 18496
Revolutionary War Soldier, Virginia Service.

Explanation - The U. S. Pension Commission furnished a certain number of questions
that each applicant replied to. The Court before the applicant appeared presented
them or rather read them to him. Many of these copies of the forms instructing
the Court as to procedure are contained in the jackets along with the original
papers of application deposited with the National Archives. The following is one
of the set questions which concerns Stephen Spurlock, Clergyman; one of the
character witnesses was required to be a clergyman, if one was livin;z in the
applicant's neighborhood. If none, the applicant so stated to the Court,

"State the names of persons to whom you afe known in your neighborhood and
who can testify as to your veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier
of the Revolution."

Answer - "Andrew Barrett, Esao., ANDREW HATFIELD, Esg., and John Samuels, Clerk
of Cabell County."

"We, Stephen Spurlock, a Clergyman, residing in the County of Cabell,
and John Laidly, residing in the same County, do hereby certify that
we are well acquainted with John McComas who has subscribed and sworn
to the =bove declaration and we believe him to be 76 years of age,
that he is reputed and believed, in the neighborhood where he resides,
to have been a soldier of the Revolution and that we concur in that
opinion,

(Signed) Stephen Spurlock

John Laidly.

and the said Court do hereby declare their opinion after the investigation
of the matter, and after putting the interrogations prescribed by the War
Department, that the above named applicant was a Revolutionary Soldier

and served as he states, and the Court further certifies that ir appears
to them that Stephen Spurlock, whc has signed the preceeding Certificate
is a Clergiman, resident of Cabell County, and that John Laidley who has
also signed the same, is a resident in the County of Cabell and is a
credible person and that their statement is entitled to credit.

(Signed) John Samuels,
Clerk of Court."



GENERAL ELISHA MCCOMAS AND SOME OF HIS DESCENDANTS.

MARY MCKENDREE JOHNSON.

Before Cabell County, Virginia was organized, the McComas family was
represented in that region. Its members have not only been closely identified
with the civil and political life of western Virginia but have given a fine
accounting in all wars which have been fought in defense of our country.

Of Scotch-Irish origin, the immigrant ancestor, Daniel McComas
settled in Anne Arundel, Maryland, long before the close of the seventeenth
century. Daniel McComas, a planter, chose his home on a plantation, "Brown's .
Chance", near the head of the Severn River, where he and his wife Elizabeth
resided until his death in 1699. He had accumulated property in Baltimore
County, and his sons removed to that county, their lands being later included
in Harford County, when it was organized.

It was from Harford County that John the Elder, migrated to becpme
the head of the Virginia McComas family. According to tradition, John McComas
married a Napier. He settled first in North Carolina, where his son, John,
the Revolutionary soldier, was born in 1757. From here, the family removed to
Augusta County, Virginia, living in both Rockingham and Shenandoah Counties.
John McComas, a surveyor, located for a brief time in Greenbrier, and finally
came to rest in Montgomery County, Virginia, first at Ripplemede, and then
near Pearisburg. This location was later included in Giles County, when that
county was created. Here, John McComas built Fort Branch and assisted in its
defense against the Indians.

The family of John McComas was a large one, and his descendants
are scattered from coast to coast. Among his children were: (1) John, b
1757 m Catherine Hatfield, of the family which figured in the early settle-
ment of Cabell County. The date of the marriage of John and Catherine was
Feb. R1, 1786. John died in Cabell County and was a pensioner of the Re-
volutionary War. (2) Mary m John Hatfield 1788. (3) Stephen m Sarah
Certain 1787, (4) David m Chloe Bailey, Jan. 11, 1787. His descendants
established the Mercer County branch of this family. (5) William m (2)
Dicey Chapman 1797. (8) Jesse m Judith Napier Feb. 17, 1789. (7) Thomas
m Mary Aldrich Feb, 12, 1799, (8) Moses m Lucy Napier Feb, 5, 1793. (9)
Elijah m Mary French Jan. 3, 1792. (10} Catherine. (11) ELISHA b 1770 m
Jul. 3, 1792 Annie French daughter of Matthew French, Revolutionary soldier.
All the above marriages occured in Montgomery County, Virginia and are the:e
recorded,

The following sons of John McComas the Elder-Jesse, John, David,
William, Moses, and Thomas, with their families, migrated to Kanawha County,
Virginia, about 1798, This region was included in Cabell when it was organized
in 1809. The majority of these brothers settled in Sheridan,District of
Cabell, to become the first white settlers of Lincoln County, as now set up.
Stephen and Sarah Certain McComas went on to Ohio, settling within the present
boundaries of Lawrence County. ELISHA, one of the younger sons of John McComas,
the Elder, came later with his wife, Annie, and older children, locating on the
Guyandotte River, near Salt Rock about 1808. He and his wife are buried in a
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family cemetery in that vicinity. It is a regrettable fa?tdfhi;'ﬁﬁg exact site £§R:Q2

of their graves is unknown to the writer of this sketch. ¢ J- a/v»44g<zv£/ 4
24_ —thia v 0 o ;~k4¢en, 2%%4‘2 JZTTZLﬂf -%k}cffzji;‘é?chgbd éfa Retr

Cabell County pioneer, Elisha McComas gave a laudable account of him-

self in his long and active life in his wilderness home on the western frontier.

He was intimately identified with the civil, the political, and the military

life of Cabell County for many years. A member of the Virginia Assembly, he

served thirteen terms in the House of Delegates, covering a period from 1809 -

1833. He was Gentleman Justice of Cabell County, a member of its first court,

and a trustee of both Barboursville and Guyandotte, when they were created.

Elisha McCemas rose in the military life of Virginia from Captain of
Militia to Brigadier-General of the 22nd Brigade. His commission as Brigadier-
General was certified on the minute books of Cabell County in 18R22.

During the War of 1812, Elisha McComas served as Colonel of the 120th
Regiment, Thirteenth Brigade, Third Division. While his regiment was not called
into service under his command, recruits were drawn from it, both for infantry
and cavalry service. Detachments from the 120th Regiment saw active service in
the defense of Fort Meigs in Ohio, and along the Atlantic sea-board.

Elisha and Annie French McComas reared their family in Cabell County.
Their children include: (1) David b 1795 in Giles County, where he married
Cynthia French; (2) James b 1801 d in Cabell County, 1865, married Emily
McComas, daughter of Jesse and Judith. James and Emily had, - Thomas E.,
Elisha K., and David; (3) William b in Giles County 1793 died in Cabell County
1865. He married (1) Mildred Ward, Feb. 24, 1812, daughter of Thomas and Mildred
Walden Ward. Thomas Ward was a Colonel of the Virginia Militia, and his father,
John Ward was a major in the Revolution. (4) Sarah m John Shelton, the first
wedding of a white woman in Lincoln County. (5) Rebecca m Patrick Keenan. (8)
America m John McKeand. (7) Elvira m 1828 John Henderson of Colonial and Re-
volutionary stock.

David, the second son of Elisha ana Annie McComas, was a brilliant
Jurist. A member of the Whig Party, he was selected to the Virginis State
Senate in 1830, serving for five sessions. On March 28, 1831, he made a speech
in the Senate upholding the right of South Carolina to secede from the¢ Union.
This was said to be the first outright secessionist speech delivered in Virginia.
It was republished and given wide publicity in 1860 during the period immediately
preceding the Civil War.

David McComas was appointed Judge of the General Court of the State of
Virginia Jan. 8, 1844, and was Judge of the 18th Circuit, which included Cabell
County. He served until 1851, and was reappointed to serve the unexpired term
of Judge George W. Summers, who resigned. This term expired in 1861, David
McComas spent his declining days in Giles County, Virginia, where he died in
1864, leaving no issue.

William, eldest son of General Elisha McComas, was well represented
by his descendants in Cabell County. He was born in Giles County, Virginia,
near Pearisburg in 1793, and died in Cabell County in 1€65. ke was educated
in private schools and Emory and Henry College¥. A lawycr by profession, he
was also an ordained Methodist minister. He was a member of the Virginia State

Senate 1830 - 33; was elected as a Whig as a representative to the 23rd and
R4th Congresses. He served as a delegate to the Virginia State Secession Con-
vention and opposing his brother David, a fiery secessionist, he voted against
the ordinance. He was a Judge of the U.S. District Court during the Civil War.
After the death of his wife Mildred in 1853, William McComas married (R) Sarah
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Wentz Dirton in 1859. Of this second marriage there was no issue.

The children of William and Mildred Ward iicComas were: James Madison
b Dec. 2, 1812; Valeria b O. 14, 1814; Rizpah b Dec, 7, 1816; Henrietta C b O.
21, 1821; Elisha W b Jan. 21, 1823; William Wirt b 0. 16, 1826; Eliza A b Mar.
25, 1828; Hamilton C b Nov. 9, 1831; Rufus French, b Feb. 14, 1833; Benjamin
Jefferson b May 28, 1835; Ircne O b Oct. 17, 1843 (The last namecd the late Mrs
McKendree of Cabell County).

Elisha Wesley, son of ¥illiam and Mildrcd McComas was an cminent
lawyer and journalist. He served as Lieutenant-Governor of Virginia under
Governor Henry A. Wise; was president of the Virginia State Scnete; served
several terms in the Virginia Asscmbly; "as editor of the Chicago Times, ovned
by Cyrus McCormick. He practiced law in Virginia, Ohio, Illinois, and Kansas.
He diea in Fort Scott, Xansas in 1890. He married in 1843 Arianna Holderby of
Cabell County. The only surviving descendants in the male line arc his grand-
sons, sons of Gordon McComas, the youngest son of Elisha and Arianna McComes,
now living in Oklahoma City.

During the Mexican War, Elisha W. McComas raised a company of
volunteers, - Co. C Zleventh U.S. Infantry, and with his men saw active service,
in 1847. In his company were two of his brothers, James Madison, and Hemilton C.

Hamilton C. McComas, son of /illiam and Mildred, was 2 brilliant member
of the bar and jurist. He was thc only one of this immediate family to enlist on
the side of the Union in the Civil War. He was Lieut-Colonel of the 107 Illinois
Infantry, and served with distinction during this conflict.

At one time in Illinois, as 2 young lawyer, he was the partner of
Abreham Lincoln. He practiced law in I.linois, Kansas, anu served on the bench
after moving to Missouri, where he lived ot St. Louis, at thc time of his death.
In 1881, with his wifc¢ Juniata, anu little son Charles, he was massacred by
Geronimo and his band of Apaches, while visiting his silv.r mine investments in
New Mexico. No descendants survive.

Williem Wirt McComas, son of ".illiem ena Mildred, was a physician and
practiced his profession in Cabell County, when he enlisted with the Confeucrctes,
raising & company from Giles County. He was killed in action at South Mills in
1862, and left a posthumous son not living, and only onec grandson, survives,
Frederick McComas of St. ilbans, ". Ve.

Rufus French McComas, son of William cna siildred dcComas d 1892. As =z
young man, he left Cabell County going across the plains with Ztephen B. Elxins.
He located in Nebraska, wherc he became a successful banker. He has two surviv-
ing sons living in Chicago, Duke and Rufus French Jr. There arc no mele de-
scendents in the second generation, except the son of his daughter Mrs, Williem
Lyford. This grandson, Calhoun Lyford served with distinction during the World
War over-seas.,
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Benjamin Jefferson licComas, youngest son of %»illiam and Mildred
licComas was born in Cabell County, 1835, d there in 1894. He was an honorcd
member of the Cabell County Bar. He saw active service with the confederate:
forces under General Early and was captured et Cedar Creek and held prisoner
until the close of the war. He was twice merried and his last surviving son
was the late George J. McComas, eminent lewyer of Huntington, who died in
1921, Two daughters of Jefferson sicComas first marriage Margaret and Martha
survive. They are residents of Texes. Two grandsons, Captain B: Curtis
McComas, and Paul Love served in the “orld %War from Cabell County.

This brief and concise summery does not attempt to set forth in
attractive form, and all inclusively the record of General Elisha McComas
cnd his West Virginia descendants. . It aims merely to point out the high-
lights of achievements both civil and military of Elisha McComas, a Colonel
in the War of 1812, together with the activities of some of his mele des-
cendants who have hclped preserve their country in times of stress and
war. From the original Meryland stock, which figured in Colonizl military
history, through the Virginia line, fighting the savages, in the Revolution,
the War of 1812, the Mexicen War, the Civil War, end the recent World Var,
Elisha McComas!'‘'family has given a good accounting.

This brief record, while not the annals of an ancestry of noble or
royal linezge, is one of sturdy, staunch patriotism and of & high conception
of public duty. Its recital warms the cockles of the heart of szt least one
humble descendant, the writcr, who feels a surge of pride in reviewing the
achievements of this sturdy Scotch-Irish forbear, Elisha McComas, who having
so little, gave so much of himself and his posterity to the development and
protection of our own Cabell County and the Commonwealth of Virginisz.



A Brief History
of
Certain McComas and Shelton

Families

Judge David McComas was the son of General Elisha and
Anna French MoConas., He was bhorn in Giles County, Virginia, about
1798, and died there in 1864, He married Cynthia T, French,
daughter 6f Captain David French, and his wife, Mary Dingess,

They had no children. HHe was a distinguished lawyer, a Judge of
the Circuit Court of Kanawha County, a member of the General

Court of Virginia, state senator from the Kenawha District, and is
said to have been a Judge in one of the central West Virginia
countiea., lle was a candidnte for Congress, in 1839, but was de-
feated,

¥hile Circuit Judge of the Kanawha District, he lived in
Charleston. His home was saild to be in what is now Lincoln County,
about where Guyan Valley High School now stands, He was opposed to
Secession, and i8 sald to have made the first speech ever made
againsgt it at Richmond.

The Cahell County census of 1850 gives his age as 56 years
and tﬁut‘of his wife, Cynthia, as 47 years, This would indicate
that lie was born about 1794, and his wife about 1803, A good euthor-
ity, however, states that he was born about 1795, and that he died
in Giles County, Virginia, in 1864. The census of 1850 lists him
and his wife and does not list any children, This corresponds to
information which I have received for years, from old citizens who
knew him personally, and from printed authority. |

Ho served as Ciroult Judge of Cabell County from 1843 to

-



Thedocia called Docia wife of David H. McComas was sister of Henderson Drake. Their

parents were James and Nancy Adkins Drake.

As Lambert ins't sure who David H. McComas called "Little David" parents were I
will comment on s&me.

David H. McComas born 4/21/1801,died 12/30/1872, David H. was my mother's grande

father. David H. sister Christina was my father's grandmother. Mother and father was
second cousins. Mother and dad's sister Viola Franklin Midkiff told us this. Aunt Viola
told how the Franklin's land where cemetery is today. David and Edward traded land so
David's sister Christina could be on high ground as she had comsumption (T.B.). She died
T.B. May 1863.Edward and David had several tracts of land on Upper Two Mile Creek, even
had one tract they had bought 100 acres together,

Lambert thinks that maby David H, father was Thomas sr. because Thomas said in his
will that he had son David., The will seems to say that Thomas's son David was dead. David
He didn't die until 1872, My mother born Aug. 23, 1868 told me she was 4 years old when
her grandfather died she and one sister and one brother was living with their grandpare-
nts as they had lost their own parents in 1871, In 1820 census Thomas does't have a son
in the 18/26 age group. We all know Thomas had a daughter Elizabeth born 1802 that marre
ied Wm, McComas (9 mile Wm.) in 1818, They were first cousins.

David and Docia children listed here, Henderson the oldest named after Docia's
brother Henderson Drake who was head of his sisters and mothers home and had with David
put up the bond so she could marry David H. McComas. I have copy of marriage bond, The
second son is Lewis but it is John Lewis McComas mother told me. Next is Dyke (Little
Dyke). Mother took me with her when she visit him. Dyke lived till he was 90 years old.
He died in 1931,

I and others think that David He. father was John McComas that was married to Cathern
Hatfield daughter of Capt. Andrew Hatfield., Christina McComas Franklin born 1796 said
she named two of her sons after her brothers and on after her father, Her oldest son was
John L. Franklin. She had son David and one name William, these after her brother and
John after her father.

In 1820 census John has two males in his home in 18/26 age group.David H. would be
19 and Andrew born 1799 would be 21. Andrew turn in his father®s death in to the Cabell
Co. death records, when he died in 1837,

Lambert says in notes a David died 4/20/1874 may be David H,,tlhe court recovds £avs
this David is son of James and Emily McComas,This James is son of Gen. Elisha McComas.
The David is David French McComas died at age 41,

Lambert says in death records for 1889 a Joseph Burger reported death of D, McComas,
age 90, Says maby this was David H. This was Docia David's wife and Joe., Burgers Mother
in Law. I have copy from family bible saying Docia died 7/14/1889. Docia lived with Joe
Burger above Milton in Cabell when she died. She was only 79 when she died.

In the 1870 census that Lambert has listed of Lewis family the Luvera is my mother
her name was Luverna and later in life married my father Oscar Finton Franklin born 4/30/
1863,

In 1850,1860 David's family lived on Upper Two Mile creek,Sheridan District. When the
Civil War broke out David H. took his sons wife, his wife and the children to Get-A-Away,
Ohib for safety as they were for the north and most everyone in these parts were for the
souths There was a union garrison at Get-A-Way, Ohio., Mother told me her brother Albert
that Lambert has listed his frandfather turned in death in 1865, was born in Get-A-Way as
was Henderson's son Charlie McComas.Albert and Charlie was born in 1864,

When the war was over David and family moved to McComas Ridge between 6 and 9 mile
in Lincoln county,because they were persecuted for being for the Union side, David H. died
there in 1872 and is buried on the farm where he lived. There is at least 15 graves there
but only two has tombstones that has data on them, David H. and Woodson McComas his grand-
son, son of Henderson., My grandfather John Lewis McComas and his son Albert are buried
there. Docia David's wife is buried in cemetery next to Milton, Cabell County.

As Mr, Lambert says he wasn't sure who David's father was I got permission to in-
sert this data and maby it will clarify these questions.

Hobert Oscar Franklin June 26, 1981,

(\_é/(\k/\Ji(SL<ZXE4&/44) //ga_,v\/h;}1*<~\~/
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1852, when he was defeated for re-election by George W. Surmers of
Kanawha County. Judge Surmers afterward resigned and Judge McComas
succeeded him and served from 1858 to 1862, when he Joined the Cone-
federate Army. After the war, he lived in Giles County until his
death in 1864,

One of the original MoComas settlers wes David McComas,
Senior. 8Since that timovtnere have been a number of David MoComases,
but, in most cases, they are easy to distinguish, David McComas,
Senfor, died about 1821, Others are definitely too young to be con-
fuged with the Judge. |

Little David McComas is the only one of the Davids that
was born st a date approximating that of the Judge., Fortunately,
Little David is also listed in the Cabell County census for 1850,
This gave his wife's name as Endooia, and stated that she was born
in Tennessee. At that time, he was 49 and she was 38, henoce, he was

born about 1801 and she about 1812, They hed four children:

Henderson G, 16, born about 1835,
Lewisa 10, born about 1840,
Dyke 8, born sbout 1842,
Arminda 4, born sbout 18486,

This is all the children lLittle Dave end his wife ever had,
They lived in the viclnity of licComas Kidge. Dyke was often called
Little Dyke aftor his father, Little Dave, who wses given that title

because of his small size. He only welghed about a hundred pounds,
Indooia was generally known as 'Dooia. Before her marriege she was
"Dooda Drake,‘und was probably a sister to Henderson Drake. All
accounts agree that the Drakes came here from Tennessee, and this is

borne out by the records.

B
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It has been very diffioult to ascertein, with certeinty,
the parentage of Little David McComas, However, after careful oon-
sideration, it seems probable that he was the son Thomas McComas,
Senior, who was one of the original brothers who first ceme to this
section, and, hence, a brother to General Elisha MecComas. If so,
Judge David McComas and Little David were first cousina, it is a
moral certainty that Little David MoComas was a son of one of these
original settlers, as not a single one of the second generation Mo~
Conases was old enough to have heen the father of Little David.
Janes MoComas, brother to the Judge, was born about 1801, thus being
about the same age as Little David, both being listed in the 1850
cengus, as heing 49 yesrs old., Jumes McComas had a son, David, 16
years old in 1850, hence, he is eliminated, as he must have been
horn 1834,

A David MoConas was reported to have died April 20, 1874,
His age at that time was given as 41 years, 9 months, and 4 days.
This indicates his birth date as being 1832, It is very probable
that this was the sane nan,

In the death record for 1889, Joseph Burger (Berger) re-
ported the death of D, MoConas at 90 years of age. Mr. Berger was
a son-in-law of Little David McComnas. This would made the birthday
of D, MoConas, who was probably David McCoras, 1799. Little David,
according to the census report given above was born about 1801,

The age of old people, when reported by thelr relatives after their
death, quite frequently varies a few years., I have been told that
Little David McConas died much earlier than this, However that may
be, it is very possible, in fact probable, that Little David MoComas
wag living until 1889,



Lewis McComas, son of iittle David, married Minerva Adkins,

doughter of Anderson Adking, who lived at the mouth of Big Laurel
Creek until the Civil War, when they and several others moved to
Simas C;oak, Ohio. lLewis had six ochildren, one of whom, Albert, died
in enfancy in 1865. The others weore Léota, George Ellis, Luvera,
Alamander ("Sunny"), aend Mary, |

Little Dyke mnrried'Elizabeth Lawrence, January 19, 1865.}
He was 24 years old, she 21, Both single. le was the son of David
and "Dooia MoComas. She daughter of Charles and Elizabeth Lawrence,

Arminda married Joseph K. Berger, Februery 2, 1867. He, 26,
she 2. He was the son of David Berger and was born Botetort County,
Virginia,

Henderson G. married Cynthia Cummings. They lived in
various places--MoConas Ridge, Ohlo, Elk River, Charleston, snd Mo-
Connas Ridge.

Regardless of when Little David MoComas died, he was an
entirely different individual fronm Judge David McComas, who married
Cynthia 7. French, and is definitely and positively known to have
had no children,

As stated above, it secns probable that Thomas McComas
and his wife, Mary, were the parents of lLittle David lkcComas. They
were living in 1850 and gave thelr ages in the census as 71 years
each. This means that they were born in 179, Being old people
they reported no children, as thelr fanily had, no doubt, separated
long hefore, Thi%:;;gbubly Thonas McComas, Senlor. He and his wife
would have been about 22 years old when Little David was born,
Thonas McConas, Senior, mede his will August 19, 1854, in which he
nade certalin ééquests, and said:

"If anything is left, $50.00 to go to the heirs of my
son David MCComas." This does notfneoessgﬁ%?& mean that David Mc-
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éomas wag dead., He was known to have lived many years after that date.

Another old McComas, N. McComas, 76 years old, listed
neither wife nor children, No doubt she was dead, and his
ohildren narried and gone, (This "N" may have been a mistake for
"M", neaning Moses McComas. N. MoComas was born about 1774, hence,
wae about 26 years old when Little David was born snd could have
been hig father, Note, however, that Thomas MocComas, Senior, did
have a son, David, and so far as known; Moses McComas had no David
in his family.

James MoComas (Deed Bk, D, P, 25), during his life deeded
one hundred acres of land to a son, David F, McComes, October 26,
1871, This land was arterwérda deeded to Peter D, Jordan, Jemes
MoConas® wife was naned Sarah, This David who was probably David,
the younger, died about 1875, The land was sold and Godfrey Sites
purchased two hundred aocres of it for $23500,

Another David McConas was a son of Thomas J, McComas
and his wife,(gathenﬁk<_The census of 1850 gave his age as 2 years,
hence, he was horn about 1848, The father, Thomas kcComas, was
32 years old, hence was born about 1818, &6rome

A%Brome Shelton was shown by the census of 1850 to be 29

years of age at that time. He was born about 1821, lie married
Malinda Messinger, daughter of Nicholes Messinger, April 29, 1843,
He was a blacksmith. At that time vh@ Lad three children:
Suzanna, 6 years old, Iliza, 4 yvears old, and Suzan, 2 years old,
Several other children were born after that date, These ia no
question us to who was the father of Werome Shelton,

Hardesty says: "The first merriege (in Lincoln County,
- 8heridan District) was that of John Shelton and Sally (Sarah) Mo-
Comas, the parents of (erome Shelton, for nany yearé, a resident
here but recsnﬁl& deceased," |
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This shows thaﬁ)aaromo $helton died some time about the early 1880's,

The first Shelton known to be in this section was Stephen
Shelton who settled on "Bare" Creek about the oclose of the year
1811, dJohn Shelton came the next fall, 1812, John Shel ton married
Sarah (Sallfe) MoComas, a sister of Judge David McComas., He made a
will July 4, 1846, showing his wife, 8arah, and five ohildren;

Henrietta, Elisha, Jerome, David, and Emily, ‘

His property was appraised for $150,74, by John McKeand,
Alexander MoComas, and Christopher A, Selz (Soitas} as now spel;ed),
September £9, 1846. It sold for-6134.502. |

Htephen Shelton stayed on "Bare" Creek a few years, and
disappeared from the records,. |

It s not known who the parents of John Shelton were, but
husineass dealings indlcate a close relationship to those of Bare
boursville, It is probabis he and #tephen were brothers,

Stephen lived several years on “Bare" Creek, and then,
either died or left the country, as no further'reoord is found of

him. Records for them will have to be sought in another state,
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Children of Wm. and Mildred (Yard) McComas

(Conies from Family Record)

1 James Madison, b, Dec.2nd, 1812. D, 1860,

2. Valeria b. Oct.1l4, 1814 "o 1823,
Se Rispah B Dec.7, 1816 " 1819,

4, Henrietta b. Oct.21, 1821 " 1829

&  Elisha Wesley b, Jan. 21,1823 " March 11, 1890
6. Vim. West b, Oct.11, 1826 . 1862,

7. Rliza b. ~arch 25, 1828 " 1845,

8, Hamilton C. b. Nov.9, 1831 " 1883,

9. Rufus French b, Feb. 14, 1823 " 1892,

10. Benjamin J. b. May 28, 1835 " Dec.2, 1894,
11. Irene O., b. Oct.17, 1843 " Mar, 20, 1913,

Two sets of twins,'unnamed, d. soon after borth.
¥ X X X ¥ X X X ¥ X X X

Eliza C, b. 1828: died 1845. }. Judge Fulkinson. Lived at
Louis», Ky. Had one son, Wm. called "Billy Button", ZXEliza
never recoverec after the kirth of her son. Her mother, krs,
¥ildred (Ward) McComas left the home vlace on Guyan in a skiff
rowed by a strong, negro slave. They rowed dovn the Guyand and
the Chio, and u» the Big Sandy river. A bed was made in the end
of boat for Aunt Zlizs and her taby, and they rowed down the Xx
Big Sandy, up the Ohio, and uv the Guyan, to the home nlace., They
stopped with friends at n“ght, along the river, and it took a
nurter of days to make the trip. Aunt Eliza died, 2ndvas bur
ied un cn the hill. I saw her tombstone in 1927, at the time
I brought the tombstone of Lildred (Ward) KcComas (liy grand-

mother) home (St.Albans) with me, and we still have it. Also,
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“Billy Euttqn" was buried beside his mother, and there was
a stone over his gra#e, and I believe the name on the stone
was "Billy Button".
| % %X X E® Z£ £ x X x
, oL
James Macdison, ¥+ Deee 2, 1860, died from effects of ill-
ness contracted in the Mexican War, at the ¥cComas momestea@
end was buried up on the hill,
_ X X X X X = % x X
Mrs. Thomas Ward, nee Mildred, lived with her daughter_
Kildred and her son-in-law, Vm. McComas after Maj. Thomas ¥ard
went zway. ©She is also buried on the hill in the McComas grave

yvard.

X ¥ X XX X ¥ X N X X X

Y¥rs, Annie (French) McComas, wife of General Elisha lc-
Comas, died there, also. She died suddenly, with a heart svell
vhile sitting at the breakfast table.

X X X X X X X ZT X X XX

Gen, Elisha ¥cComas d. in 1848, Nov,12th. I am not cer-
tain, but I believe he died fhere, and is buried on the hill;
if so, there should be a tombstones It has been many years - ince
I was in the grave=-yard, (1896), until 1927, after the de-
struction. So, I do not remembter about that If he as not bur-
ied there, he would have teen laid at rest in the McComas grave-
vard, at the "Frying Pan", where Uncle James, called "Nitbie"
was buried,

Laidley says in one of his histories that James lived at
the Poor Farm--which may be true, as Cabell County's Poor Farm
has an interesting, and unusual history: I've many stories

about the people.
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_ Aaron Flood McKendree, and later, his son, Geo, V.
Mc%endree kept the poor farm for (58) years Aaron Flood
Mc“endree was a brother of Robert McXendree, whose only son,
Geqrge lcKendree, was my father. An item from the Huntington

Advertiser, Oct. 10, 1890:  "Died; "“ad" Bryan, of poor farm,
lived in Barboursville, 85 years of age." x x x X
From History:Elizabeth Lillard, wife of Wm.P.Yates, was a sister
of Naney (Lillard) Bryan, grandmother of Wm. Jennings Bryan.
W.P.Yates and John Bryan family later moved to Mason County,
after the death of John and Nancy (Lillard) Bryan, buried in
Yates graveyard, at Ona. Several of their children moved west.
Among them was Silas L., Bryan, father of V¥m.,Jennings Bryan.,"
Judge Jeff Bryan, of Barboursville, later of Huntinzton, was
of the family. Grand people..
T £ x E zx =2 X

From"Cabell Co., Annals and Families" Geo.S.Wallace,1935,

“en. Elisha McComas died Nov. 12, 1848. The Court
made the following order: "Whereas, it beirng represented to the
Court that Yen.Elisha LcComas, the Presiding justice of the
County, devarted this life at his residence in the county, on
the 2nd instant, the following testirony is ordered to be pnlac-
ed upon the Order Book of the Court

"That the members of éhis Jourt have heard with deep re-
gret of the death of * he said Presiding Justice, and take good
nleasure in bearing testimony to the uniform, independent, and
gentlemanly deportment of the deceased uvnon the bench: and his
kind, courteous, and affakrle conduct in all the various rela-
tions of life: and that the past public S?rvice of the deceas-

ed, as Representative for the County in the Legislature of
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the_State, and other public stations, have been characterized byéf
faithfulness and efficiency; and, further; that we condole with
the bereaved, and beg to mingle cur sorrow with their's,.

The deceased having been a member of this Court fromthe
organization of the County, for a period of (40) years.

The Pre:-s and the Bar, and the citizens of the County now
present, unon motion, are included in the forecroing testimonials
of resvect, and add their regrets and condolences to that of the
Court."

(NOTE., M.L.H): I've heard that some of ‘he family slaves were
laid to rest on the hill. x X X

The second wife of Wm. McComas, Sallie (Wintz) Dirton,
wcComas, died in Lother s house, about i879-80, and she was bur-
ied in the Church Yard at Blue Sulvhur Svrings (I have a phofo-
graoh of her ¥.L.H)

X . X X X X

4

(¥rorm History): "John McComas had a larzse farily. The
descendants are scattered fror Coast to Coast. His crildren:
L. Jonn, B, 1757 I, Catherine Hatfield, of the family which fig-
ured in early settlement of Csbell Co. Date of m-rriage of
John ¥cComas and Catherine Fatfield, “eb.21,1786., John McComas
died in Cebell Yo, He vas a mensioner of the “tevolutionary wvar.
2, Mary m. John H=tfield 1788,
2, Stephen 1, Sarah Certain 1787 (Sometimes called "'Sartin"),
4, David Ik, Chloe Bailey Jan.l, 1787 (His descendants establish-
ed the Kercer County branch of the farily).
5, m, m, Dicy Chavman 1797.

6., Jessie M, Judith Napier Feb.,17,1789(0ften called "Nanper", for
(Yapier).



=
5,
7. Thomas ¥. Mary Aldrich Feb.12, 1799,
8., Moses ¥, Lucy Napier Feb.6, 1793,
(9)Elijah m, Mary French Jan.3, 1792,
10. Catherine
11, Elisha, b. 1770 M., July, 1792 Annie Frence, daughter of
Fatthew French, Revolutionary soldier. All thAHese marriages
occurred in lMontgomery Co. and are recorded there.
The following sons of Yohn McComas, the Elder: Jessie,
John, David, William, Moses, and Thomas, with their families,
micrated to Kanawha County, Va. about 1798 This regionwas in-
cluded in Cabell County when it was organized, in 1809. The
majority of these rrothers settled in Sheridan District of Cabell
County, to become the first white settlers in Lincoln County
as now set up."
(From History): "Early Settlers Coal, Guyandotte and Sandy
Valleys":
The first settlers in Lincoln County were four men
named licComas, who arrived from beyond the mountains in 1799
and, after raising a crov in the fall, returned for their fam
ilies, built cabins, &ec."
Stephen and Sarah(Certain) ¥McComas went on to Ohio,
settling within the vresent boundaries of Lawrence Cos x X
Elisha, ore of the younger sons of John LkicComas, the
elder, came with his wife, Annie, (French) McComas, and older
children, locating on the Guyandotte river, near S21t Rock x x
Led long and active lifle on the frontier).,
NOTE, by ¥.L.He: "About the year 1894, or 1895, a lic-

Comas we called "Cousin Rush"), came from California, on a
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visit td his McComas relations--we were then living on Wash-
ington AAve, & 12th St., Central City, now Hunfington, and
mother (Irene McK) was the only member of the Wm.McComas
family living. He was an educated, cultured gentleman, and
evidently, prosverouse I believe he was from fan rrancisco.
X X X b'd
- WARD -
1oses VWard. "The Navy Ordinance Plant and
Chemical Plants west of Charleston are located on what was
formeraly Wgrd land® The hous-s in whiéh ¥oses iﬁrd IXNRAXXX
(known to us as Cousin Moses) lived, was standing as late as
1911, ©between the railroad and the Xanawha River, about where

some of thece vlants are now located. The house was not far

from the raaltved. Also, frorm the train could te seen a grave

varde Moses %“ard, vwealthy land owner and slave holder, i,
Ellen Donnally, of the pioneer Donnelly family. Shevas very
young and very beautiful so I was told by my mother

who often visited them in their country home. She said that
Cousin Moses was much older than his child wife--who carried her
dolls with her when she went, as a bride, to the then lonely
farm house (&snevha Countv records should show dates)). After
Moses “ard died his widow m. the second time--Jim Kasner, and
they lived for many vears in Cincinnati, Ohio. In 1888, Cousin
Zllen Donnelly-Yiard XKasner snent the summer with us at our farm
nome in Clover Valley ( now owned by the State). Although her
hair was snowy white, and she must have been far along in years,
she was still beautiful. Her sister was the wife of Bishop
Onderdonk, of New York. Iy mother was in corresvondence with
lrs.Onderdonk after 1890. (Read_Biog, of Henry Onderdonk Ale-

shire, of Huntington).
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Elisha Viesley McComas Son of Wm, McComas and ¥ildred “ard

— e \
, ST o

iicComas, Grandson of Gen. Elisha HcComag--

—~

Copy of letter to lirs. N.E.Reviere, Taylor, Texas Box 206)
From ¥,L.H, June 1926),

Ky dear Mrs. Revieret

I have tefore me n ow, the Taylor newsvapers and the
copies of the nhotograpvhs found on the old gentleman, giving
the name of "Fulton".

Your kindness and efforts have led to the idertity of
this gentleman, as being a icComas: He's either Welter Ye-
Comas or Gordon YcComas Both were sons of Gov. E.W.McComas, of
Fort Scott, Kan,

My mother, Mrs. Geo, Mchendree was the only sister of
Gov.McComas. Among the old nhotographs in the trunk that be-.
longed to her, which are in my posession, are the du—licates of
all the "cuts" sent from Taylor. Ve do not recocnize the more
modern ones, but the old ones taken in Cincinrati, Chicago,
and Charleston. The one pub Ll ished in the pavner, and thought to
have been a vnicgure of the man, taken at ”abouﬁ the =ge of 40"
is in fact, one of his father, Gov. Elisha Vesley kcComas, teken
vhen he was about 40, A large nicture of Gov. E,VW.kMcComas hung
in the Capitol Annex, in Charleston. ‘wo of the nhotoszraphs vieré
of MNrs, E, %W McComas, his mother and we have the duvlicate., Cne of
Yrs., W.R.,Reid of Ft. Scott, 2nd one of Lrs.Blla Upjohn, his
sister. Ve also have duvlicates of these. lrs. Reed has teen
dead atout 30 years, but she has a son living--Kenneth Reid, I be
lieve in St.Louis. The Gazette wired to the ¥t.Scott naver and
rece ived information that Gordon and his son were both with a
. newsvaver in Oklahoma City, Okla., and have wired there for in-

formation,
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I am sure the trail will end there; for we are vositice the mans
is either Wal ter--who has not bteen heard of for many years--
or Gordon |

The members of the family who live here are very gratefd
ful to you, and to all who were so kind to the "Strarger with-
in your gtes."

We will keev you informed of any information, until we
vositively identify him. Would you give me the names of some
of the zood Methodist wveovle who saw that he had a Christian
turiale I can no tell you of my gratitude to you, and to
them for havine him buried so. His grandfather, Vim, McComas,
was a Methodist minister.

It seems sad that he should have considered himself frid
friendless, when he has s0 many relstions, and all are well to &
do, and many wealthy and prominent, He has a first cousin
livine ir Fort VWorth, and several first cousins living in
Colorado City who are wealthy; so he need not have felt as he
did. Ve z2re at a loss to know vhy he should have felt so

One of the Editors of the Ga~ette was here last evening

and said they were sending you the paver from here. They are b
have a story in next Sunday Gazette, and then exvnect to have all
information, and positive identification by the following Sun-
day. Had it not teen for your efforts in the matter, I am cer-
tain we would never have known x x v wxxkBxrx¥xx¥xigrxedxkxxFHexge

(8ig) WNildred L. Henderson
Highlawn, St,Albans, W.Va, Jan. 4, 1936

X X X X X X X

A



(Copy Letter to MeL.Hs, From Gordon McComas.)
Yukon, Okla., June 29, 1926,
Dear Cousin Mildred:

Yardon me for the delay in answering your letter. Have
had so many letters to write to Texas, Mrs. Reviere, and others,
that it has kept me busy, outside of work hours.

iy firm belief is that Walter was temvorarily insane
when he took his own life. In fact, he made the statement when
in the hosvital "that he didn't know why he did it, only that he
lost hims 1f “or a few minutes. Ye was in poor health, and una
tle to work, and out of money. If he had only done as I asked 1
him years ago: to coane lie with me if he got unable to work
and was sick, all would have corme out richts; but he chose other
wise. I did not know where he was lpcated-—not for eirsht yearsp
or more Walter wes more or less temneramental, b ing extremely
high strung. He had tremendous physical courage: I never knew
a man more soO He could aprnear in a cornany of strangers and
make everybody love him: he was a delightful conversavionalist,
and kept himself well informed. He could reneat voetry from all
the major voets, and do so with dramatic effect. He was known
to be the best traveling salesrman in Cklahoma, and made "'vrite-®
ups" of neatly 211 the larger tovns and cities in the state.

He took great oride ih the family name: and in his effects he
left with me some years ago, for safe keeping, I find tundles
of letters he had received from gfather and mother.

The details of ris death present a harrowing tale.
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S$tnddhpggbkEfore the glass, he cut his throat three times, and
stood and caught the blood in a wash pan, so as to keep from
soiling the floor; and afterward, becoming weak, fell to the
floor: ﬂnd vh'le there, with trembling hand, wrote a note to

the landlady, asking forgiveness for soiling the rug and »nut-
ting her to so much trouble. Could an entirely sane man do such
a thine as this. I am told he never lost his nerves, although
He lived for-nine hours, and was polkte, and gentlemanly

through it 2ll. IExcuse me for recounting this, as it is not
a pleasant revelation.

I think Aunt Sarah Holderby's femdist record is at fault
¥y father, Elisha Wesley-McComas, died at my house, on a farm chose
to Fort Scott, Kansas, on the 1lth day of March, 1890. @y mo -
ther preceded him by exactly five years, having died in Fért
Scott on the 11th day of larch, 1888. Her maiden name was Ariz-
ana Holderby. Henry, my oldest trother, and the oldest of the
children, died at Toneka, Kansas, in the year 1902. Sister Al-
ice, Lrs. W. R, Peck, died in Fort Scott; and Sister Ella, next
oldest to me, died in La Platte, Neb. I have not the dates of
Henry and Al ce's deaths, but am going to get them.

Have been out of touch with relations for yesrs; but wal-
ter's death hes brousht letters from all of them., I receive’ a
letter today from krs. red Rhoring, of South Omeha, lieb. She is
my niece, being Sister Ella's daughter. Have had several let-
ters fror Kenneth Reid, of St.Louis.
On another sh-et is a typewritten list of tirths which
I found in letters written bty Mother to Walter.

I am the "baby" of Elisha A, McComas' family, and the

only one living.,
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Th re has been lots of tragedy in the lcComas family.
Uncle Hamilton, or Ham, as we called him, was killed, together
with his wife, by Apache Indians., Uncle Ruff dropped dead while
vhile climbing 2 mountain in New Mexico, Will KcComas, Uncle
Hom's youngest son, ki"led a woman in Los Angeles, Czlifornia.
I think occured in the year 1908, or 1909; but the latest trag-
edy is Walter's death.

Please tell me French's father's given name., I was
under the impression it was "Pavid". (Dr. Wm.Wirt McComas was
G, French McC's father, killed in battle. M,L.H.)

I wrote to Aunt Sarah Holderby:; but have had no answer; ®
verhaps, she is too old. I am almost 67, myself, and in poor
health. I can easily visualize your mother, Aunt Irene‘ I went
to school to her. As I remember her, shewas tall and slender; tut
I understand that she afterward took on weight, and became quite A
‘heavy. I remember her punils had to "walk vretty straight"
as she vas very "handy" vith the switch, and I, myself, had a taste
of it several times--which did me good.

I remembter your father He came to Fort Scott to get
your mother, NOTEs Error: My mother was then in Nebraska City
Neb. with her brother, Rufus French McComas and his wife, Aunt
Eettie (Simvson) YcComas, and was married in their home on
December 28, 1874, after which they made a visit to relations
in Fort Scott before coming tack to West Virginia.(See letter.
Ke.L.H,) I remember, he wore a beard.

Did Uncle Ham's son, , Will lcComas, ever visit
you? He was extraordinarily bright, a mining engineer, and I
have heard he ﬁas a very rich man. As it is getting late, and

to-morrow is another "work day", I will close for this time.
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As I said elsewhere in this letter, you Will find, accomnany
ing, a list of births in my ikmediate family.
Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) Gordon McComas.

Address of Mrs.Fred Rohring 2212 F, St. South, Omaha, Neb

(List enclosed)

Alice McComas Reid: Born Aug. 8, 18433 d. July 4th;1896.
Henry McComas " July 20, 1845.D,Nov.11, 1902
at Topeka, Kansas.
Vialter McComas torn liay 25,1850, D. Apr.18,1926, at Taylor Kex.
¥lla (McComas ) Upjohn born June 16, 1853,

Gordon kcComas born Jan. 10, 1860,

Gordon McComas' children:

Clarence Viesley MMcComas

je3}

fugene Wilson kicComas
Florence Vilmap licComas
Rovert Lee licComas,

XX XXXXT¥TIY¥XXXXXXXX
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St. Albans, W. Va., Sept.23, '46.

My dear Mr,Lamberts:

I am enclosing some information which I hope will be
helpful in getting a reliable history recorded before it is
too late. A well known author has said: "The most heroic figure
in history is the American pioneer", and our pioneer history
has been too long neglected. I have a book that, I think, -
is valuable as a key, and takeh in connection with Government
records, gives a victure of conditions leading to the Civil
War., It ist "Memoirs and Recollections of C. W. Goodlander,
of the Early Yays of Fort Scott".

From April 29, 1853 to Jan.l, 1870, covering t he time
prior to the advent of the railroad, and during the days of the
ox team and stage transvortiion

And bviographies of Col. H.T.Wilson and Beo. A. Crawford
the father of Fort Scott

Fort Scott, Kahsas,
¥onitor Printing Co.,

1900.

In this book, he tells of the onerations of the "Jay Haw

ker'

gangs under John Brown and his followers, : ontgomery,
Jenison, and others, as well as other events of the times.

The rost amazinz thinz atout the took is that many ouz-
zling questions are ANSWERED, unknowingly verhans, by Mr., Good-
lander, wvhen the o0k is read in connection with history, and
foicial records. An example: In one of the John B own let-

ters, now oublished ofcicially, it sveaks of going into Fort

Scott K . ! :
- Ty am, and rotbing a store and killing one man",

s



In Mr.Goodlander's book, , he tells of this fight, gives
the name of the store thet was rotbed and the name of the man
who was killed, by whom, &c., and all the details of the
raid, and names of those in the fight. Mr.Goodlander nartici-
nated in the ’‘defense of the Fort town. It is intensely inter-
esting to Virginianse.

Ft.Scott is where Elisha Wesley McComas and H.C.McComas
located after the war, and they are buried there. My mother went
to them after the death (1865) of her father, Vm. McComas, and
taught school and music in Ft.Scott; and Uncle B.,J.kMcComas came
back ffom a Union prison to the old McComas homestead and lived
there until 1894, when he died. I have stacks of letters pass-
inc between the Fort Scott McComas's and the Virginia McComas.
Rufus French McComas, who was in the transportation business in
the stage coach and wagon ttrzain days, settled in Nebraska City,
¥eb, Yecame a tanker and manufacturer, died in 1892, in
New Mexico, on a trin to the silver mines where H,C.McComas and
vife were murdered by Indians in 1882,

| ¥Mr.C.V.Goodlander was a carventer of Pa, who followed
Horace Greelw's advice: "Go west, youg man", and he s=ys he did-
n't know ehere he wes going vhen he started. ¥is book is full of
hurmor, and enjoyable readineg for anyone “ut © ¢ mes irmensely so
vhen read in comnection with events of history.

I am enclosine »nart of a "etter written by me to my sis-
ter, ¥rs., P. C., Manley, Staunton, Va She ¢ ent me the Cctober
issue of "True Magazine", which carried the story "The White A-
vache”, claiming him to have been Charley McComsas It makes me

heart sick, and more anxious to get our true history on record
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I hone I am not »niling this onto you too fast. I realize I am
im-atient: but time scems shorter each day and life is very
uncertain, and history is being made at such a ranid vace, it
is almost overwhelming.
I hope you are vprogessing satisfactorily with your history
work, and that you had a successful trip to Richmond. I am,
Very truly,
¥ildred Lee Henderson

(MI‘S. G- A.)Q



( Cop ).

» St. Albans, W. Va, Aug. 7, 1946,
iy dear Mr.,Lamberts

Replying to your letter of Aug. 2nd, in which
you says
"1. You state that Wm., snd Mildred Ward McComas had fifteen
children. I never knew that. Do you have a complete list, &c?
2. Do you know anything about the descendants of Elisha Vesley
McComas?
2, You speak of the fortune of Jusge David McComas. Just a few
years ago some folks got the idea of recovering some of his prop
erty from gas comvanies &c. &c OCne of these parties tr ied to g
cet me to get up data to prove that "Little David" kcComas was
the Judge. I went into it vpretty thoroughly, and found this not
to ke true x x xI exploded the idea, however,&c.
Lastly. I wonder if it would be possible to somewhat restore
the =cComas cemetary from memory, and records in your po-

session x x"

I've tried to answer these questions, but I find it
guite hard to h~1ld myself down to a limited account from the
vast amount of history data I8ve accumulated, and vhich I am eage
to imnart to anyone interested enough to listen. I am,

Very sincerely,

(Signed) ¥rs., G,A.H, ¥ildred Lee Henderson.
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Aficestry of Mary and Mildred, twins, and Georgiana McKendree

Mary, b. Nov.24,1876, Barboursville. 1. Geo.W.Johnson (W. Va),
Kildred b." 24, " ¥ M Geo.A.Henderson, of
' M. Percy C.Manley, V. Va,
George Anna C, Oct 27, 1885." "
Lieut. Cpl. Walter Chiles -- Was emigrant, coming to Jamestown 1638
from England with his wife, Elizabeth, and sons Walter

and William. Died in 1653,

Burgess 1642-43 Charles City.
" 1648-46, 49-52, James City.
Speaker 1649--52,
Member Colonial Council, James City.
Grants in Charles City. '
Land Office Records: V. and ¥. Quar.--Vol I »np 16,152,

153, 285,

Northumberland Records. ilerchant and Indian trader.
VWalter Chiles =--=- II,

Born England. . (1) Mary Page. Issué, John and Eliza-

beth 1, (2) Susanna. Issue, Henry. Died 1673. Will re-

corded Nov.25, 1673. Eentioned in deed of James City mar,

20, 1649, as eldest son of Col, Walter Chiles. Second

marriage mentioned in Tyler's Cradle of the Revurlic

Deed of Rev.James Waddy, 2nd.hus”and of Susannah Chiles.

See Ludwell Mss May 185, 1672,

Council Journal M. S S W. and M. Quar.Vol.l p 17.

Burgess :ames City 16598-59 (ngpigg l,p 238,p 232).

App. with Si Vm. Berkely as Com. to act during recess of

Assembly 1660-61,

/
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Warden of Jemestown Par. (Meade)
Owned "Kempe House".

Grants in duames City 1685-66

Land Office Records.

See note on first merriage (Caralorum),p.232.)

Henry Chiles III, In St.Peters Parish, New Xent 1699.
i, Margaret (Li*tlepage?). Issue Henry, James, Wal-
ter, Richard, Valentine, (Daniel?), others verhaps.
Vestryman St.Peter's Parish Reg. New Kent p. 73.
i, before 1718 (See Will of Paul Harrelson, filed in
Hanover County, Va., Apr. 1, 1734,)
Wife¢ Anna Harrelson, dau. of Paul and Rebekah Har-
relson.
Will of Henry Chiles recorded in Amelia County., liar.
20, 1746. Issue: TFaul,Henry,John, ANN Ward, Susanna
and Elizabeth.
Lived in King William County. Had lands in Hanover.
Brucswick, Goochland Counties. Removed to Amelia Coumt
ty. Commissioner of the Peace. (See Barly's Comvlete
Chronicles 7. 267, )
anna Chiles VARD V: Dau, of Henry amnd Anna Harrelson Chiles
Amelia M, Circa, 1743 (second child b. 1645) to iaj.
John Ward. Issue: Vm. b. 1745, Agatha, Anna, John,
Benry, Jeremiah, Thomas.

Maj. Ward ¥. (2) Mrs.Sarah Clark Lynch,1766.
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John Ward, Maj. of Mil, Bedford Co, 1778, Lived in
Albermarlg, Halifax; Bedford, and Camvbell Counties.
Died there 1816. (See Early's Complete Chronicles).
Clementi History of Pittsylvania, W. and ¥. Juar.Vol.
16, v« 285, V. and ¥/ Quar Vol.27, P. 19--18 Records
in above named Countieses Had lands in Alvermarle, Halig
fax, Bedford, and Campbell Co's Took up lands with bro-

ther, Jeremiah, in Kanawha County, Va, (Later Cabell),

Thomas Ward VI. Bedford Co., Va. Circa 1764, youngest son of
John and Anna (Chiles) Ward. Died after 1832 in Mis-
sissippi (See Czbell Co. Va., writ D.B, 5,p‘931ransfers

oron-rty to son John and son-in-law %m. ¥cCOWAS),
Married ¥ildred Valden, Pittsylvania Co., kar.1,1791.
Marriage recorded in Fittsylvania records. Wife: Dau. of
Richard Walden vroved July 19,1790, Pittsylvania Co Hef-
erence of dau. "Milly".

Mildréd Walden Viard “ied at home of ¥Wm. and ¥ildred
(Ward) McComas, Caell Co,, Va., Circa 1832). Buried in
family grave yard. Destroyed in 1925-26 1 to i,

Iccue: Annv m. (1) Noah Sceles. m, (2) Patrick Lorri-
son, Cabell Co., kay 6, 1819 Birth of Anny, Pittsylvan-
ia County Ref. in will of I ourning Vialden, sister of
¥ildred (Walden) Verd, oroved #eb.17,1794, mentioring
sister, "Nilly Ward" and first born, Anny.

Second child of Thomas =nd Mildred %alden Vard, John C,
Pittsylvania Co. died in Cabell Coe.

Third child m iildred born Pittsylvania County., 1797.

Thomas and Mildred Walden Ward migrated to Kanavha Co.,
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Va.; later Cabell) in 1800, Ref. to marriage and de-
scent of Thoras %ard in Barly's Carpbell Chronicles. v,
524, Will of Mourning Walden recorded in Pittsylvania Co
Will Book » 9, p. 509. Date 1794.

Col., Thomas Ward was Gentleman Justice of Kanawha County
1801-1909 until Cabell Co. was formed. First Sheriff of
Cavell Co., Va, 1809. Represented Cakell Co. in Va,
Assembly 1811-12 Col. of Virginia Militia Apr. 19,1809
(Mil, recommendations, Cabell Co., Va. State Archives. Ca
tell Records, last for that year.

Thomas W%ward VI, See reference to Thomas and Milly “ard, Cabell
Records. D/B 1, Ps 142-143, D,B., 2, 186-187, 230, 275,
and others-s He left his wife in Cabell County and went to
Mississi»noi dying there after 1830 when he assigned vro-
perty to his son, John, and son-in-law Wm,lcComas C=Tbell
County 2,B, &, p. 93). Mildred Valden vward died at home

of Vm. and ¥ildred ward Ward lcComas Crica 1822 (Stones

in cemetary not legible) Cabell Co., Va.

i.ildred ward «cComas VII. Born Pittsylvania Co., 1797 (Her

B:ple descended to dau. Irene, now in posession of her daw
ghrer kary ¥cKendree Johnson.) N.M.J.

NOTE: ildred Vard licComas Bible is now in “osession of

¥ildred Lee (McKendree) Henderson, of St.Albans, w.Va.,
1946 Iy mother gave me the Bible years ago, because I

had the name "Mildred" in 1930. I was in a sanitarium

in Asheville ¥. Ca, for more th n a year recovering from
shock caused by the illness and death of my husband, Geo. &

Asa Henderson, and businerss troubles, &eco. Durinec my absenc

sence the Eitle was taken a way. After my recovery, it was
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returned to me, several years ago; and it is now in my
ﬁosession. I also have he tombstone of ¥ildred (Ward)
McComas, in my posession. It was recovered in 1927, from
a vile of tombstones taken from the graves when the LcCom-
as Graveyard was destroyed, and vplanted in tobacco See
letters, records, and other nroofs) Fa o in
(Signed) Mi ssﬁlrﬁé‘d_lpefé{iieﬁé‘@mefn ';S_ép;tei;ér,»ﬂxsche-;t:i-*-i.:
A1l births, deaths, and marriages recorded in this Bible
from birth of Mildred Ward, married in Kentucky (Greenup
Co.) 1812, to ¥m, licComas, son of Yen, Elisha and Anna
(French) McComas. See Cabell Co., Death Reg No.l "lKildred
licComas died Aug. 3, 1853 (56) vears at "Mulberry Grove"
Dsu., of Thomas and Mildred Vard, Husband William kc-
Comas", Vr. McComas m. (2) 1857, Cabell Co, ¥rs, Sa-
rah Wi;%z Diérton. Issue of Wm. and Mildred (Ward) kc-
Comas: James kadison, Valeria, Rizpeh, Henrietta, Elisha,
Vesley, Villiam Wirt, Eliza, Hamilton C., Rufus French,
benjamin Jefferson. Irene Octavia, b. 183&; d. ksrch 20,
1913, Vm, McComas, lawyer, Revresentative in 24th Con-
gress. ¥ember of Virginia secession convention 1861,

Judge of Va, District Court. Ordained llethodist minister.

Irene Octavia (lMcComas) McKendree VIII., Born Cabell Co., Vs
Oct. 17, 1843. Dau. of Wm. and Fildred Vard kcComas 2. in
Catell County March 20, 1913, Buried at Huntington, w.Va,
(Cavell), ¥arried Dec. 28, 1874, at Nebraska City, Xeb,

at home of brother, Rufus French }¥cComas to Major George

¥, McKendree, t. J2n.28,1835: d. Aug.27,1908 in Cabell Co,
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Buried in Euntington. Issue: Mary; Alice; and Mildred
Lee, twins, born Novf 24, 1876 (B-rboursville, Caltell
Co. W, Va,) Living, - |
George Anna, b. Oct.27,1885 (Barbouursville,) Living,
Major George McKendree, Civil Enginver. Confederate service

Major in Gen. Echols Brigade.

Mary Alice McKendree Johnson IX, Born Cabell Co. Nov.24,1876
K, June 25, 1902, Geé. Wm,Johnson, b._Nov.10,1869, Jeffer-
son County, W. Va, (Marriage in Cabell County). Issue:
¥ildred Elizsbeth torn Nov. 17,1904, Wood Co., W, Va,
George McKendree Johnson B, Wood Co., W, Va, Oct.5,1906
Geo. V%m.,Johnson, lawyer. Member of Congress. Fourth Con-

gressional District, West Va, 1922-24, 1932-1942,

l.ildred Lee (Mctenderee) Henderson. Born Nov. 24, '76 (Barbours-
ville, W,Va,) m. Geo. A, Henderson b. Anr, 25,1885, at Colum-
bus Ga.) Issue:
Irene *cComas t. Jan. 20, 1899, at Barboursville
Mary Eloise . Sevt. 18, 1900 5
Geo. kcKendree bYv. Apr. 4,1902 .
John Goulding Y. Dec.l4, 1903¥ev Erifrton Staten Ig-
: land,N.Y
iildred Ewing b. Feb.285,1908 at *arbrursville
George Anna (NcKendree) Manley, George Anna b. Oc-.27,1885 at %=
Barboursville., ¥, Percy C.Manley 1915, at Parkersburg

Yiood Co., W. Va. Issue: George McKendree Manley £122%
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Copy of pa ts of a letter written to my sister, ¥rs.C.P,

hanley, Staunton, Va the former George Anna lcKendrce, of

Earboursville, M. L., He

St. Alvans, Sevt. 19, ‘'46.
Ly dear Jan:

Thanks for the magazine It is certainly an interest-
ing amrféle You ask what became of the victure of Aunt Janie
Uncle Ham, Ada, and Mary, Mrs.Lucas, and another lady tak n in
the Silver mine Silver City, New lMexico.

I am convinced in my own mind THAT is the picture in
the magazine, and the story by Paul T. Wellman, embellished
fiction, taken from our research work, and this is why I think
so. In 1929, I did a lot of reading, and writing, too, for the
Viest Virginia Review". Sister told me =he had written to lary
Johnson and asked her to write the story of the McComes Massacre
for the "Review". llary wrote that she vould do so, and added:
"I am waiting on a picture, which I am expecting." Well, in the
meantire, I had s~ent days coing over old records--I wish to
a id here, they were put asay and were not amonz G.A.Hs vatent
records and papers that were turned and scorched, and stolen in
the fight over "Henderson P~tents." I have a bundle of let-
ters from our Viestern relatives, letters and telegrams “rom
Lr.Niright (Uncle Hem's law nartner ir Silver City)., tele-rams
fror General Crook, and mxkerxsx letters a2nd telegrars from uapt.
Bnmett Crawford, Cavt. 2rd Cavalry, whovas in command of
Avache scouts of the U, S, Army, and who was killed in the

Apache
charge after Geronimo's murderers--but I am going too fast In

\
these versonal letters are nares and reports of many who are
now in History. I had the Mine vnicture, and others of the

family in Silver City in 1882-183 - -~ - = - I made covies in my
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own handwriting, of imvortant letters, telegrams, news-papers,

¢clinpings and items, &c.

In 1925 Mary wrote for Yother's scrap took. I have her
letters; also P, O, Receivnt for mailing the book to her, in my
files. So, she has thate She was working in rat line; I was
not, and I was glad to send it to her; tut I DID get sore vhen
Grandmother Mildred's Bible was taken away hile I vas confined
in the sanitarium in Asheville, for that Bible was given to me by
my blessed lother, with the request to k-ep it sacred. I have it
now - = - - = These covnies I made, ani the victures of Aunt
Junie, Uncle Ham and little Charley, and the mine nicture, I
truned over to the W. Va. Review, as I understcod they were await
ing the story kary vwas to send--and the inforﬁation I vorked up
was su~plemental to her exnected story. Then "Chaos" you k ow, a
and we were in the agonies of war. In 1940 I was sent to the Lib
rary in the State House on Historical Research Work. While
there I hada ccess to 1little known tooks and records, and, in
additiorn to my v»peseéribed work, I made an exhaustive study of
those Indian wers and history. I ound many names of persons
that were mentioned in those o0ld letters, and 1 worked un an
historical account, proven by records, ~iving references, dates,
nage numbers, nares, &c. thaf goes into a history of the Indian
war with that last vand of murderers under Geronimo. I took this
to the State Historian, who at that time was Becs Xrrirxmrrxx
Harrison, (a cousin of Senator Harley Kilrore), vnut it into her
hands, explaining the imvortance fror an historical view-moint--
to e used for the "State Historical Nagazine. They were sun-
nvosed to have avnpointed Editors of this, and, by the way, my
story "The Find of the "Sister Cities“ is mentioned, as condensed

history in that. By this tire the "W.Va, Review" had-changed
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hands. I went there a nurber of times, trying to get the 'photos
back. I was always p omised a search would be made, &c. but I
never got them btack.,

I understand the "State Historical Magazine was not oub-
lished during the war--have heard absolutely nothing further
until this brazen story in "True", written by Paul I. Wellmran, [
is nublished. It is horritle, and criminal, to claim the dear,
little long dead Charley licComas, t~ be the "red bearded 'white
apache' leader of a gang of murderers. I went down into the city
yesterday afternoon, and bought a "True" Magazine at Park's
Drue Store? they had several numbers I went out to #in McCom-
as: she has a scrap beook that Cousin Gussie had made. We went
over that, and there was nothing I could find in it to add to my
record. There are news-paver clivvings about what is contained
in ¥other's Scran» Book that Mary has. I have diplicares of the
nictures of TUncle Ham, Aunt Junie, little Charley, and others;
tut the "mine" vnicture was the only one we had,

By the way, in one of kr.VWright's letters to Xother, he
sneaks of having the nictures made, and of sending them to her
newsnavers carried them, nosters, o’fers of reward, &pnd such,

(In Vellran's story in the Oct. No. of "True" on vage
41 is the picture taken inside the mine--a short time before the
rurder. He says: "An early vphoto of the iicCoras farily--Char-
ley is at the left, seated next to his father."}--a glaring lie
The child s=seated next to Judge licComas is "Mary" aged 8 years,
and Ada, 11 years of age.

Charley was NOT in the »nicture, and it is easy to see
by comvparing the vhotos of Charley with the child--his sis-
ter Mary in the mine picture—-seated_next to her father, Judge

H, C, McCoﬁas).



I've been in corresnondence with Mr.Lambert of Barboursville,
who is vwriting a History of Cabell, Vayme, and those southern
counties, = - = - - - - -

I have heafd nothing further about the restoration of kr.,Mc-
Comas' pgrave vard-aaother criminal act--or "what you may call it"

George Wallace is to nublish his History of Huntington
- = - - e, I hopewe get awake to the imvortance of keeving
our history clear and true: it has been shamefully neglected, an
and will be entirely lost unless we "Oldsters" hang on long enough
to save the inheritance that our wohderful ancestors carried out
for us, with "tlood, and sweat, and tears,"' quoting a well
known Englishman who is vartly American--which makes him "legal"-g

as Harem would say-"

GO
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From a record taken from Insurance Policy, Geo. V. Mec
Kendree Jan. 28, 1889,

Father -- Robert, Died age 58

Mother, Mary * age 68,

Sisters -- 6.

1, Age 4, died of Diptheria

2, * 20, * " Childbirth,
3, 21, " "
4 " " 2 "7 1t " "

Geo. McKendree's mother's mother -- 90 yrs. old.,

Geo. McKendree had a fall in 1869 at W¥hite Sulphur Sprimgs

NOTE: He was lame the rest of his life. ¥r.Henley, fathe
of ¥rs., Clara (Henley) Jarrett, wife of "Less Jarrett of St.
Albans, 1946), was one of the men who reached father after his#
fall and helped to carry him into a cottage, where he lay for
weeks with his leg strapped to the ceiling. Dr.Cankney Lake,
tre Dr, and Aunt Lucinda (}cKendree) Hanna, nursed him. He
walked out of a "French Window" in the dark, instead of the

door. M., L. H., 1946),

HISTCRY OF THE McKENDREE FANILY BY ¥RS., LUCIY¥DA KAITA.

¥y father was Rotvert McKendree. He came from Louden
County, Va, to kalden, Va., in 1839, and svent the winter there.
He then moved to Cabell County, living on Tea Ridge for some
time: then moved to Barboursviile about i845., He owned, and
lived in what is known as the Farrell property, on ¥ater St., anrd
Yater, the proverty known as the E.W.Blume property, on the
corner of Vater St. and lMain St. He died in the summer of "

1859, and wa's buried in the ce emetary at Barboursville.
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Iy brother, George and my sisters, Caroline and Evaline,
were born in (Eastern) Va; and my sisters, Harriett, Mary,
Elvira, and I, were born in Cabell County.

Harriett died in infancy; Mary m. Wm.Hensley of Cabell
Co.They had one child, Willie, who married Oscar Wigal, and they
now live in Arkansas (NOTE-1946) Willie Hensley Wigal, 85 years
old, now living in Georgetown, Pa, with her daughter, Mrs.
George Board, nee Essie Wigal. I”have a "tin type” of Willie
hensley, taken when she was a little girl. M.,L.H.).

Elvira m, James G. McDermbt, of Mason Co. She died in the
suring of 1874 and he in the fall of 1874, They left the fol-
lowing childrent George kcKendree, ILulu, and Robert L. Their
oldest child, John, died in infancy; and their youngest, Charles
died within a few days after the death of his mother (NOTE 1946:
Geo. (kchendree) McDermit was raised by my father, Maj. Geo. k.,
¥c*endree, m, Lucy Stovall, dau. of Dr.Stovall, at Grayson, Ky.
1895, DBoth Geo. McDerrmit and his wife died in St.Albans since
1940 ivo sons and two daughters now living in St.Albans. Cor-

nelius m, Ikiary Sherp--2 children. Robert m. Cra Wemntz:; MNary m.

Viltur Badie, end have one son, George Badie. Irene (Octavia),r

T

Harry Vhite, and they have two adopted children, Emma (Ashe) .
Arthur Gaugh, and they have two sons. Live in Huntington.
i, L.-H.)Evaline m, B.,W,Blume, of North Carolina, and they had
the followinz children: George, Ida, Jack, enry, Claude,
Lake, James, Fred, “alvh, Walten and Josephine. RBoth she and
her husband died in Barboursville.

I m, James Hanna. Ve had no children We had an adopted
daughter, K~te, who m, John Harner (Hértford City, Mason Co )e

and we raised ry niece, Lulu McDermit, who m. Dr.H.D.Price and

)



lives in Parkersburg W. Va,

Georpre McKendree me. Irene A. MoComes, and they had the followlng
children: Meary and Mildred, twins, and Berge Anna. Mary m. Geo. We
Johnson, a lawyer, and they live in Parkeesburge
' Mildred m. Geo. A. Henderson, and thgy live in.St.A}bans. They have
the following ohildrep: Irene, Mary, Eloisg, Ge Mo (Major), Jack and Mildred.

My grand-fatyer, on my father's sdie was AaronF. McKendree. My mother
gas Mary Ann Grubb, and her father was Elizabeth Grubb. My mqther's mother was
Mary Ann Saundsrse I think they were from Bedford County, ﬁa. My father's
brother, A.F.McKendree'came to whaﬁ is now west Virginia with my fathér. Two
of my mother's sisters, Aunt Addie, or Adaline, and Aunt Arabella, married de-
scendents of Thomas Jefferson. I do not temember the nemes of Aunt Ara-
bella's husband. Aunt Rebecca end Aunt Jan9 m. Adkinese. - Aunt Jane's daughter
was Will Yates! motherf NOTE: Will Yates, in Cabell Co., in 1890s, was worke
ing for C & O railroad, but was killed in St.Albans when a car overturned on
what was called the "Short Line", which ran through St.Albans to Bowman's Mill
before the Coal River railroad was built. M.L.He 1946 Aunt Joanna m. a
Walker.

My grandfather, Elijah Grubd, was 1n'the revolution. Major Grubb was a
son of Jesse. The correct name~~or rather, the orieinal namé of this feamily
was Kruppf. This is the way it is written in an old bookbrought over from

Andreas '
Holland about 1700 by my great grand-father, Jesseximdxmw Grubb, or Kruppf.
NOTE: Could that be "Krupps"? The letter "S" was made like the letter "f".
M.LoH.). I think they all lived in Pittsylvania Cpunty, Va. Jesse Grubb
was my mother's Uﬁcle. ’ »

Margaret McKendree, daughter of A. F,(Unclé Flood) McKendree, M. Frank

Saunders, father of R. Le Saunders. My mother had the fqllowing sisters and

brotherss Joanns. Welker, Caroline, who went Wbst,.Rebecca Adkins,
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Jane Adkins, Louisa Tate; Arabella (Be_lle) Jefferson, Adaline Jefferson,

a brother who went Ato quth, Cgrolina..,__ who'se”pgme ’I rdo not”remember. Leonard

was killed in the Confexerate army; De Barop was drowned ..’m a spring when a
child; eand Aunt Caroli ne. ~ Aunt Catherine, moyherfs sister, M. AoF.McKendreeo.
She came out here with my _fathgr and mothgzj._“_lfhey wore engared at the time.
My father and his party came out here in co vered wegons. I think Aunt
Catherine and Uncle Flood were m. in Malden. My father's mother was a St.Clair,
commonly called "Sinklgl_'". )
’ I was marps’.eerep_.‘lzth_,_”}L___SG:S to Jamqs_m..Hgnna, who was raised near Malden.
He, and Ja.messx(. Mcl_)ermit were in th_e same regiment during the war between the
Sta.‘_ces. My husband was in Company "pe, gnd»Ja;ne»s Se MgDermit wa.s in Compeny
"B', 13th Infantry. Elvira, my sister, m. him on March 27, 18(:‘».6;, at Barbours=
ville o - ' _ " _ &,
My sister, Evali_ne and EgW.B_}me were me 9ither i_n Ohio, or—Fentweky. They
ren offy I do not remember the date. ‘I.'l_mey married when I was very smalle
My Aunt Caroline m. E'._lijg.h Co Smith, at Barboursvilles He was from Ver-
mont. They had one daughter, Mary Ann, who me Robert Sturgill. They lived
in Chattanocoga, Tenne whep T last heard_frqm them. My brother George's first
wife was Jennie Stalnaker, of Lewisburg, W. Va. They head no childrene.
Uncle Flood's children weres Margare.t Saunders, Cha.rley_, Fennie, (Mrs. Joe
Morris, Milton )s Robert, Sudie, who me Henry Nelson; REama, who m. e
MeClary, and died soon aftexr her marz_'iage; Wme, Lydia, and Ella ( I remember
Cousin Sem, @ son of Uncle Flood's).
My mother told me that Bishop McKendree was my father's Uncle. Mrs.Lucinda
Hanna.. 5 o
Huntington Advertiser Nov. 14, 188 5, marriage licensess
"George Wm. MoKendree to Mary Ce Perry".

NOTEs Cousin Billy", son of Aaron Flood. McKendree M.H.)
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