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This interview was eenducted with Mr, and Mrs. Fred Vinsen

of Genoa, West Virginia, This is & small cemmunity ir scuthern

Wayne Ceunty West Virginia, WMr, and Mrs, Vinsen are beth eighty-
six years ef age., Mrs, Vinsen is the fermer Ruby Osbern. She
taught seheel fer twe years anc then raised her ewn seven chlldren,
Mr, Vinsen taught scheel fer twenty-four years.

The interview pertains te the early life of the Vinsens in
rural West Virgiria eighty years age., It alse centains a discussien
¢f educatien and edueatlenal prccedures in this area,

This interview was conducted, edited, and transcribed by Sﬁella

Rzy o
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This interview is with Ruby Osbern Vimsen and it is being
cendueted at Gemesa, West Virginia, that's in Wayne Ceunty.

De yoeu want me te repeat that?

NY, I'll just say it and that way...

Okay.

T _is is April the 20th 1976, And this interview is belng cen-

ducted in the evening abeut six e'eleek. Amd I'm Stella Ray,

the interviewer, I will alse be editimg amd transeribing the tape.
Unm, Mrs Vinsem 1is & retired scheel teacher, & ferwer scheel
teacher, And um she has alse been & heusewife., Um. Hew many
children de yeu have?

Seven,

Seven,um, beys er irls?

Beyps and girls, Feur bcys arnd three girls,

Ckay, l'eur bevs and three girls, TUhm, you are sighty-six yecars
¢cf age, is thut rigkt?

Yes,

When did yeu first start teacking? When was yeur first teaching?
When I was seventeen,

Okay, uam, that weuld have been abeut what year?

Oh, abeut 1607, I guess,

Okay, what kind ef things did,..what what sehecling did yeu have
befere yeu became a teacher?

I just had evementary scheel and uh ceuntry schecl,.

Uh huh. «

NVt any high scheel just...we had & first elass elementary scheel
in the ceountry, At a place called Effie,

Effie.
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And eur studies included almest everythiny yeu weuld get im high
seheel teday at that time,

Uh kuk,

And whenm we were threugh we were equal te arny eighth er ninth
grade student yeu have now,

I see, Uh...this went tec the eighth grade., Is that right?

Yes, well we weremn't even graded,

' Oh.

We just began, first reader primer, first reader, secend readery
third, f-urth, arnd fifth,.

Ok, I see.

That's the way the way 1t was graded,

Oh, when yeu finisked the material yeu gradusted?

fes,

Abeut hew many echildren went te yeur seheel?

Ok, the first seheel I had abeut twenty, |

Yoeu're talking abeut students?

And the seeend sehecl I taught there was ferty-five enrelled,
And that's all grades?

All im ene recm &and all grades,

I see. NYwW yeu're talking abeut scheels that yeu taught?

Uh?

Is that seheel that yeu taught?

N't mew 1t lsn't,

Ch, I sese. But uh yeu had ferty-five pupils?

I had ferty-five pupils, oh ses. I had fery-five pupils.

I see, uh hew did yeu ge abeut dividimg your time? I knewit

is hard te cever all that material with that mary kids,



RV: Well, 1t's hard te tell hew I did de.

SR vYeah.

RV: We had,..The different grades, the liutle enes usually ccme first,

SR: Uk huh,

RV: And then they went em up te the higher grades,

SR;: U,

RV: As I came te them., Se many befere the merning recess and there'd
be se many betweemn merrning recess and neen &nd then in afterncen
we went te the ether grades and ceme dewn, And we had the
primary grades usually abeut the last thine,

SR: o0&+, I see. VH@w did they stay, did all the studernts stay at the
seheel 811 day, theugh?

RV: Ch, yes.

SR: Well, I knew, beirg a teseckher, that it's hard te keep a student
eceupied if yeu're met right there, Uh.

RV: They &are,

SR: Veah, What,..they had werk assigred that they did, is that 1t?
While you were is busy,

RV: Well, their werk was assigned te them because

Si;  Uh huh,

RV: there was se mueh laid ecut irn each lessen in their beek and they
we 7@ suppesed te get that...ard learm it,

SR: Uh, €1ld yeu get help frem tke elder students wit' the yeunger enes?

RV: ©NY net nething te ameunt te anything.

SR:; +i{eah,

RV: Yeu dene it yeurself,

BR: Yeah.

Ry: Yeu had tc teach it ycurself.
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Uh, abecut uh weuld yeu mind telling us abeut hew much a begimning
scheel teacher made abeut that time er de you remember?

Yes. I remember distimetly, I get thirty dellars a menth., That
was aecerding te the grade eof eertificate yeu had, That was the
least I ceuld have get beecause I had the least grade ef certifiecate
te begin.

Ch, I see. Yeur pay was based en...

Yes.

the kind eof cert‘filcate, TUhm, that uhm that's still true teday,
that yeur pay 1s based en yoeur certifieate, Uhm, mew just se we'll
have it. wa what...yeu had reading, yeu taught reading?

Yes,

Did yeu uss the McGulfy Readers?

N, MeGuffys had gene eut, ether beeks had ceme in after befare.
Befere I began teacﬁing schoel we had dene away with the MeGuffy
beeks they had and beught Stiekneys Readers and se em, I think,
like that,

Uh huh,

Syiekneys was the reader and they changed mest all the beeks I
cen't remember just what they all were,

Uk huh,

I knew we had Stickneys Readers,

Uh vh yeu taught reading and uh math and,..

R_ading and math and histery, Geegraphy, Physielegy, Spelling and
I guess, just anything, I cer't think at all., I had se¢ many.

Uk huk. |

I had I had,.,at first I had the little primer and what we ealled

the ARC class and we had & chart ard thern we went frem that te 2



first reader fer the little beginners, Amd then the secend
reader and then the third, and feurth and fifth reader made up the
grades .,

SR: Uh, Did yeu uhm, did yeu have manry studemts that uh had diffi-.

eulty reading?

RV: Did I have anmy diffieult; with them?
S&s Did yeu have any diffieulty uhm with them learning te read, seme

of them?

RVs Well seme were slewer tham ethers, yes, seme were quick eneugh,
seme were much slewer tham ethers,

SR: Uh uh, Ui, ekay, yYeu um Iif yeu... I knew ...hew did yeu uhnm,.
what sert of heat did yeu have in these buildings? Did yeu have
te um take ecare ef the bulkding itself?

RV: They had a janliter that teek eare e¢f the building ard built the
fires ard se onr,

SE: Uh huh. Did yeu: 1l've near the schoel?

RV: Ne, I bearded.

Sit:  Ch.

RV: F_ irly elese tec 1€,

SR: Uk huh,

RV: VYes.

SR: NVYw, was that with a family in the community that hed semne childran
in seheel?

RV: They had en little bey ir seheeol that year,

SH: Gk, uk hub,

| RV: Eis first year;

SR: Anéd this wh was it...were yeu paid by the state er the eeunty?

RV: Huh?
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Were yoeu empleyed by the S*ate Beard ef Educatien er by sarv
Wayne Ceunty?

Wayre Ceunty Distriet Beard,

Oh uh, I sce. Uk, 1f & student graduated frem say yeur seheel
where weuld he ge if he wcﬁt on after he fimished his material?
Well, uh, he uh might ge te high scheel semetimes, new we didn't
have a gigh seheel clesest se nme pupil, net many puplls ever went
te any et er scheel after they finished the eighth grade.

Ul huh,

Because there wasm't any high seheel ferthem te ge te., WE didn't
have any 1r Wayme Ceunty,

Uh huh,

Seme ef them that were able went away te Medical scheel and te Law
seheels and, ..

Uh hulk,

Anéd became editers ard ene thing and anether,. Net any ef my pupils
but seme I did ge te seheel with that way did that,

Uk huh,

Eut that was all the eppertunity they had,

Yeah, uh say if & persenrn uh & man finished the eighth grade what
sert ef eppertunities, if he didn't ge te schecel, what sert ef
things weuld he de? What kind ef eppertunities were epen?

Well, he either studied, get a eertifiieate and taught,..

Tk hub,

or he farmed, er he might go away frem heme and werk en the
railresd,

Uk hRuh,

Or I den't knew, I esrn't remember baek what they eeuld have doRe,
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Yeah,

That's been several years baek.

Ckeay, uh, new let's talk a little bit abeut hew many brethers and
sisters dii Yeu have?

I had feur brethers and three sisters,

Tk kuk, And yeu gﬁd yeur maiden nmame was Osberm,

Huhk?

Yeu said yeur maiden mame was Osbern? Is that? Osbermn?

0sberm, O-s-b-e-r-mn, Osbera,

Uh huh. Uk did mest ef the families that lived areund yeu have
several ekrildren?

Oh, yea, M st all ef them had seme children.

Uk, All right, as a girl still grewing up at heme , whet kimd ef
respensibilities, what duties did you have? Yeu krew beinrg a
daughter in a large family. What kimd ef cheres did yeu have te
de? |
I'd hate te tell it,

Uh,

Well, I helped to‘eock, I helped Mether ceek, I helped her with
the lavndry, We dene housewerk and seme, very eftem after we
were eold eneugh we helped with the gardem werk amd things like thg,
Uk huh, |

But whem we were little , net abléto de all that, we played, My
little brethers and me,

Uh, yeu knew kids teday have all kinds ef teys and games and
everything. |

Ch, me, Just a hememade semething that we played with, A rag

del]l that Metner had made,
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Yeah,

Or a little tey that semething that the elder beys had cut eut
with thelr kmives., You krew,

Ur huh.

Made with their kmives,

Uk huh,

We hed ne teys, eh, after I was s8ix er seven years eld I get my
first dell, stere beught dell.

Oh,

The rest ef the time Mﬁther weuld just rell up semething and make
us a dell,

Uh huk., Made it eut ef what ever yeu had at heme,

We didn't have teys like they have new,

Vealh, What sert ef games, e2n yeu remember any ef the games?

I knew my mem uscd te talk abeut, sald they played marbles‘ané...
Ch, yes, They played what yeu eall, uhm tewn ball, I reeken,
And after we got up & 1itt19 elder, abcut grewrn and I was in
seheel why we had erequet and we played what they called base and
ball,

Uk hul,

And the elder enes did that and the little enes just played,
Yeahn,

That's all I knew,

Uh, new did...what ehild.. hew many elder bretiers and sister de
you have?

Hew many?

I mean hew many are elder than yeu?

Feur,

Se were any married befere yeu lef't heme?
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Oh, ekay.

Ne.

Did ubh did mest &f yeur brethers and gsisters settle areund yesur

parents heuse er did they all meve away?

My elder brether was in the army fer a ﬁumber ef years,

Uh huh,

And the ether beys get away frem heme. Cme eof them was a lawyer

and he werked here yender apd elsewhere, And anether brether
taught scheel a year, The next brether taug-t schcel a few years
nd then went seuth,

Uk huh,

And jeined an asseciatien, & Christiar asseciatien and made a
preacher,

Uk hukh,

Quite & quite a preacher tee. That was the ene we named Zene.
Zene?

Zéme.

Uh huh,

And my eldest brethers name was James, and the next enes mame wam

Jehn, my sisters name was Elizabeth and she was a schecl teacher
fer I guess she taught secheel fer e¢lese te thirty years,

I see, Se, thean yeur family kad ne ebjectiens te the daughters

werking.

Ne.

Did mest ef the girls yeu went te schcel with werk?

They just werked at heme, heney, we had nething else te werk at,

it was in the country and they was nething ef; te werk &t.
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Yeah, I see. Uh, yeu mentiened that yeur brether became a luwyer
uh, where did he ge te seheel? De yeu remember?

W shimgten and Lee University.,

CH, Washingten and Lee University,

I think that's im Virginia,

Uk huh,

I think that's where but he didn't live leng, theré's met mueh use
te, he wasn't knewrn, He édied,

Uh huh, I see,

He died yeung and he wasn't mueh knewn.,

I see.

A1l my brethers are éesd and my sisters dead,

Uk huh, Did uh say ir & pretty geed sized family like that did
yeu have ether relatives that lived with yeu? Yoeur grandparents
er? |

We lived r-al eles: te my grandparents.

Ok.

Ard T had a bumeh sf uneles.

Ul huh.

And an aunt er twe but they were mestly married,

Uk huh. Th huh,

Well, the uncles wasn't married then foﬁgeveral years after
Grandfather... Let's see¢, I'm trying te think. De I have te give
the whele family histery?

Oh, ne no,

Well, T....

Just what ever yeu wanrnt te tell us tkhat's ekay.

Well, the family seattered se.
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Uh uh,

I ean't keep up with them,

Yeah, uk huh,

Twe ef my uneles went west whem they were real yeung. And uh
ane‘ef them msde an educater, he taught sehecl amd he was an
editer of & paper fer a number papers, He died whem he was editer
ef the Herald-Dispateh, uh, & eelumn in the Herald-Dispateh,

Uk huh,

He was editer there, And the ether brether died, Uncle Will, tke
second oldest ene was & seldier, He was in the army feryears. He
was a Captain,

Uh hukhk.

He died in the state ef Washingten. After his retirement.

Uh Ruk,

And theether brether, his ether brether, yecumger brether, died at
Cemden-On-Bauley where he lived, I den't remember what was wreng
with him,

Th huh.,

He just died there,

Uh, what absut scrvants er bearders whe eame er weuld stay im yeur
kouse? Did yeu have peeple whe...?

Ne,

Ckay.

Ne, we had me bearders,

Okay, uh, was 1t mestly the mens respensibilty te keep ecare eof the
garden and things like that?

Oh, yes,

And the E£irls mestly werked imnside?

Well, we managed te have enecugh te éo ene way er ansther,



SR: Yeah, yeah, I'm sure yeu did, Ulm, what abeut times like Christmas
and akh hellidays like that, did yeu khave visters eeme te yeur hmho
and stay? PEr, what kind ef eelebratiens €éid yeu have?

RV: Well, at that day and tine peeple didn't de tee rmuch eelebrating

Christmas umless, but they always manaced te havé@omcthing te
give us fer Christmas,

“+ Uk kuh.

RV:; We weuld hang up eur steekings anrd we'd get a little semething
im that and Mether always had plenty baked,

SR: Uh kuh,

RV: Ceekles, eakes, se en and , uh, egurse we had visiters areurd but
I just, neighberheed eceme in and eut.

SR: Yeak, uk huh,

RV: But .net tee mueh of that en Christmas,

Sr: Okay, was 1t, it was diffieult te uh, that dees.

Rv: Fer entertainment we went te ehureh and Sunday Secheel. That was
eur entertainment, Almest every Sunday it was Chureh and Sunday
Sehool,

s%: Uh huh, Hew many times & week weuld yeu go, just en Sunday?

RV: Just en Sunday, Church and Sunday Scheoel. Oh, prebably Saturday
night if they happened te have serviece that night,

S : Uh khuk, Abeut hew far did yeu live frcm the ehurch, waggt?

RV: Twe miles,

SR: Twe miles.

RV: I did.

sf: Uk huk. Uh, was that mestly the eommunity mesting place? If
yeu wanted te see yeur neighbers?

RV: Uh huh,
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Ckay.

Yes it was,

Uh, did uk, uk, 1f like a wedding eccurred er uh ether thimgs like
that uh was that a fairly big eelebratien er a8 ...%

NO, Weddings were usually very quiet., And maybe you didnm't knew
abeut them till they were all ever,

Oh, net big affairs like they are semetimes?

Ne, net tee biz., Oh, I'Vve seem ene er twe weddings that way that
they made a big affair ever but net many,

Uh huh, Uk, de yeu think that was m stly due te peeple weren't
interested in it er they...?

Well, it's eeuntry, heney, and peeple didr't live tec clese te-
gether, Times were hard and we had te ge cuite a distance and
peeple were net able te...

Yeah,

Put er mueh ef a shew, Peeple werc, well I'11l just say peer er
yeu might say hard up.er semethimg like that,

Uh huh,

They were net rich,

Okay, uh 1t was, un, in a ,, this applies te beth the sehecel you
in and in yeur family, hew was discipline handled? If yeu had a
student in yeur scheel that yeu were having a diseipline preblem
with, did yeu have te deal with 1t er,.?

Well, if I eculd., If they were tec difficult er required punish-
ment ef seme kind that I was net eapable ef deimg er if they
necded expellimg frcm sechoel I had three trustees that seen te the
scheel and &1l I had te deo was te c¢all the trustees and they taken

care ef them.
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Oh, these trustecs were just im charze ef like the one scheel?
Just the Yes, they just had that ene scheel.

Uh huh,

They were just trustees, had eentrecl ef that eme scheell

‘Uh huh., Jyst in the cemmunity these,.. I see. TUh, did yeu have

treuble with uk, yeu knew?

You mear serieus treuble?

7h huh,

Oh, ne, I had ne sericus treuble. Well, yeu needn't primnt this
but & eeuple ¢l beys er three get eut eof line and did a few little
things they sheuldm't and I had the trustees ceme in and they
straightened them eut .

Yeah,

Ctherwise I weuld have had te expelled then.

Teah, Well, I knew semetimes yeu have,

Semetimes yeu de have difficulty mew I didn't in my scheel, but
I've I'Ve seen ethers have,

Uh huh,

Terrible times,

Yeah, Uh, did it s:<em te yeu that mere rirls finished secheoel er
did mere beys? Ge all the way threugh?

Well, as & general thimg 1t was mere girls, mere girls finished
scheel,

De yeu think that was because the men went sut te werk er?

Well, it was prebably semething like that but net, nng%hat all
tegether, They~werc net inelined te care tee muech whether er ret

they had an educatien., Anmd parents were net tec interested in 1f%.



Times were se mueh mere differemt them te¢ what they are new.

SR: Uh huh,

RV: Quite a bit different,

SR: Well that's ene thing we'd like te hear,

RV: Yeah, well while yeu weuld find ene family that weuld send every
ehild they had te scheel and keep them there r&éular. Uver here
en the ether side ef thme hill, why there weuld be arether neighber
that prebably weuldn't s:nd te scheel, eh, thirty days eut ef the
whele term.

SR: Huh,

RV: They weuld just keep thelr ehildrén at heme., They didn't think
san educatien was altegether necessary,

SR: Uh huh., Were there any laws requiring that they ge?

RV: NC, there were ne laws then ferecing them te send,

SR: Uk huh, I see.

RV: That was net the law then,

$”: Uk huh. Uh, I forget what I was geing te say, Uh, if yeu had a
uh large family and they were uh, you had several students in seheel
did,..mestly they all ceme, yeu knew, whele family cecme ér were
they mere likely te scnd the elder kids &nd leave the little ones
at heme?

RV: Te scheel?

SK: Uh huh.

RVs W“ll, uh, they might in seme ecireumstances but ukh in my heme
we went as we got eld eneugh.

»SR: Uh huh.

~RV: When we were eld eneugh. wn had te be six years eld befere we

were censidered eld encugh toc ge te scheel. But yeu went frem any
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age yeu wanted te frem six years em up as leng as ycu wanted te
go, 1f you was twenty-ene it didn't matter,

I yeur family whe settled the discipline, y-u knew, having
several ehildren in the heme, yeu knew, there's usually a,...

I den't knew,

Oh, ekay.

I &en't knew,

okay .

That's a questien I just eeuldn't answer,

Well, that's, that's fine. Uh, e¢kay, if... @abeut what age..,.

You sald yeu were abeut scventeen when yeu finished scheel,

When I tesught my first schesl.

When yeu taught yeur first scheel., Uh, was that abeut the nermal
age fer kids te ge eut and find themselves & jeb, er?

Well, it was if they ceuld f:nd anythimg te de, but it was a hard
matter then, there we: e ne jebs enly en the. farm arecund.

Uh huh, |

There were ne jebs te find,

Ueah., Did yeu, vh, yeu sald this scheecl yeu tauvght was several
miles frem where you lived?

Yes it...the first wasn't very far, it was just dewn the read here
8 little piece and up the heller.

Uk huh.

But that w:s abeut six er scven miles away frem heme, After all
eight, semething like that,

Uh huh,

And the other secheel was up Twelve Pale here at a place called Licklshe,

We had te ride the train te get there,
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Oh, is that the means ef transpertatien yeu used if yeu had te ge
any distanee?

Yeah, unless we rede herseback all the way. And that was a pretty
geed ride,

Yeah,

Yeu ask Fred, he knews abeut hew far 1t is te ride,

Cckay.

What was it?

Teu wen't reecerd that,

That's, that's.... We were just talking abeut the distance yeu
had te ge te get a scheel, te travel te ge te - te find & plaece
te uh teach er find empleyment.

Well, yeu was lucky semetimes if yeu feound ene within feur er
five miles.,

Yeah,

Maybe eight er ten miles, Maybe you had te ge and beard, mapbe yeu
eculd stay at home,

Uk huh,

I rede frem three te five miles all the time nearly wher I teught
scheel.

Se yeur average distance was three te five miles?

Yealh,

Uh, if yeu bearded with semeene did they have respensiblities

you had te take care ef in the heuse er was?

Ne.

Just the faet that yeu tought?

Just the fact that they wanted what little memey thejceould get
eut ef you.

Ch, yeu paid yeur ewn beard eut of yeur...
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RV: Yes,

FV: Sure.

SR: I had heard that semetimes yeu knew they just bearded a teacher in
the cemmunity just se that they weuld have a teacher., But yeu
paid?

FV: 1 stayed at ene, ceugh, at ene certain plece and yeu, and yeu
pald your beard, Ycu always stayed at ene ecertaimn place. I
knew what yeu're talking abeut.

SR: Uh huh,

I'V: Seme of the elder peeple at that day and time weuld go and stay
in the reighberheed, yeou knew.

SR: Ut huh,

FV: J st a few nights here and ever yender., Jehnsen's here and Peck's
baeeck here,

SR: Yeah, Yeah, I had>heard that and I didn't knew 1f it was true
fer yeu er net. _

FV: That's right. Seme ef them usedte stay with my grandad. Because
they went te scheel there and they as they catled 1it, Far Ferk
ef Twelve Pele ever en Stitler. Anyway....

SR: Uh huh., It was here in..?

F¥: Up in that sectien ef the eeunryu,

SR: Uh huh,

F7: Where I, the first year I bearded where I bearded at they had, uh,
big eld seda bisquits fer breakfast.

SR: Ok, uh, was that uh, did they get up and eat big breakfasts?

FV: Huh?

SR: Did they get up and eat big bteakfasts? And have big meals?
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'FV: Yeah, they did,

RV: They sure did,

FV: They got up at feur e'cleek, he, ah, he werked en a railread, en
a sectien, He had abosut three miles te walk and he'd start in
time te get there at seven c'eleck, yeu knew,

SR: Oh, yeah,

FV: And they'd have te get up and get breakfast and get his lunek and
send him te werk. And I'd have te get up and eat breakfast er de
witheut it ene.

SR: Yeah.

Fv: Ag & gemeral thing I get up and eat breakfast and them went baek
te bed,

SR: Oh,

FV: And stayed till ninre e'cleck.

SR: Ok, what time did seheel take up?

FV: .Nime e'eliéck,

S%: VN,ne e'ecleck, Ané& what time did yeu let out?

FV: Feur,

SR: TUh, we were talking abeut discipline preblems, did yeu, de yeu think
it was eaéier fer a man teacher te teach and net have discipline
preblems rather than & weman?

RV: Yes,.

FV: I Hen't knew, Semetimes I guess it was. Seme ef them .. them
was, Yeu knew seme ef them liked te have their ewm way, And they
was mere, just.a little bit mere, afraid of a man teacher then
they were a weman,

s®s Uh huh., Did you usually settle yeur oewn discipline preblems

rather than?



FV: Yes, had te. There wasn't nebedy else te de it fer yeu, I'll
tell yeu. C:ugh. Yeu get many up larger and they jump en yeu
and run yeu eff, yeu was just g@ne; that was it,

SR: Yeah, had te defend yeur...

FV: There wasn't anybedy te take yeur part,

SR: Yeah, Uh...

FV: I never had much treuble with any of them.

Sy: Uh, hew many, abeut hew many students did yeu havein an averare
class?

FV: OCh, there'd be...yeu mean average?

SR: Yeah, Just....

FV: Prebably eight er ten mest ef the time.,

SR: TUh huh,

FV: I had fifty-sevemn there in that enrelled in that scheel, in the
schesol,

SR: Fifty-seven,

FV: Just teach tihem in greups, ycu knew, They'd have them In & eclass,
se many ef them , First, secend and se en,

SR: Uh huh,. UE, hew many peeple.,.hew many members of yeur family
were there? Hewmany brethers and sisters did yeu have?

FV: Three half sisters, didn't have any brethers,

SR: Did that leave a let ef respersibility er yeu being the enly bey?

FV: N0, I stayed st mv grandads mest eof the time,

SR:e Ch, I see,

Fv: After my mether married why I stayed at my :randads,

S%: T see. New yeu taught scheel fer hew many years?

FV: Huh?

SR: Hew many years did yeu teaech schcel?
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Twenty-feur,

Twenty-feur, Uh, did yeu usually stay at the same scheel er-
did yeu meve?

NY, I meved areund., They was, they wasn't ever three er feur,
The first scheel I teught was clear away from hene,

Uh huk,

The rest ef them why I ceuld just get te them by riding herse-
back like everybedy else did,

Yeakh, I see. Uh, what ether types ef jebs dld yeu de, ysu krew,
after yeu taught seheel? What ether kind ef jebs weuld have been
epenr te yeou? |

Well, yeu knew, its like she said there wasm't any jebs te firnd,
Yeah,

But after I quit teschimg seheel I went bte werk. ferthe state
resd cemmissien,

Uk huh. |

I spent thirty-twe years there.

I see, Uh, she mentiened traveling by traim, uh, ﬁow was that
the main way ef traveling if yeu werem't gelng by herseback?

If yeu went te Humntingten er Keneva eor Williamserm yeu'd always
te en the train,

Uh huh.

If yeu wanted te get eut of the ecumtry, in ether werds,

yeu'd always te enm tﬁe train,

Uk kuh.

But anywhere im the ceuntry, six, scvenm, er eight miles yeu'd
ge by buggy er rede herseback,

I see., Abeut what weuld the fare khave been frem, say, here te
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Huntington er & train?

You me2rn what the fare weuld have been?
Uh huk,

It was areund a dellar,

I see,

Maybe & little mere, I demn't remember,

Uh.

Semewhere glang that,

I ses.

“eu weuld have te ge te Keneva,

Oh, eh.

Yeu eeuld ge te Huntinglten, but veu'd ge te Keneva and take the
streetecar frem Keneva te Huntingtemn er Kemeva te Ashland,

Uh huh,

When we ren away te get married we went te Cerede,..

Uh hub,

and caught the streetear and wert te the lewer emnd ef Kenesva

and went te my umcles., Anrd went frem there baek cn the streetecar

snd ever te Cattlesburg and ever,.

This ends side ene ef the tape.

The tape diéd net recerd the first part ef the rext sentence,

SR:

FV:
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sesoot® get veur teauching certificate. Were thess certifiecates
granted by the state?

Yes,

Uh huh. New de you, did you have te renmew yeur certificate?
Yes, They jusﬁ last se many..sSe leng, yeu knew,

URh huh.

Uh, uh, ueu had first, seeend, and third



RV: Class certificates,

FV: grade eertificates,

SR: Uh huh.

FV: Third grade was ene year, secend grade was twe er three years,
I der't knew whieh, and first grade was five years,

SR: Uk huh,

FV: Them after, I den't kmnew, they passed se many laws and made se
many ehanges finally the first grade teachers had life certifi-
cates, yeu knew, they was,.

SR: Ul huh,

FV: I den't think they had te teke any examinatienm er anything,
They just...

SR: TUh,

FV; They passed a law Seme way, semewhere, anyway they all get life
eertificates., They mever had te takgany more examinations,

SR: Ch, yeu had te take an exam every time yeu renewed your eertifiecate?

¥Ve Yes,

SR: All right, yeu're teaching ah say yeu finished a teachimng year
newif Yeu wWere geing te stay in that scheel did yeu reapply feor
yeur jeb in that scheoel?

FVe w§11, yeu cculd, yes, but yecu knew they had three peeple, tiree
trustees they called then...

SR: Uk hu*,

FV: After that they had a Beoard e¢f Educatien,

SR: Uh huh..

.FV: But yeu had tg‘get, uh, twe ef thege trustees te sign yeur

centract er yeu had te ge and apply te the Beard after the law

changed,
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Uh huh,

You had te ge te the Beard ef E,ucaties. Well, if yeu had veted
just right and they liked you why they'd give yeu maybe the
schoel yeu wanted, maybe they weuldn't. They'd change you,
maybe they weuldn't give yeu ene at all.

Oh, I sce. Yeu didm't have temure then.

Ne. N_t fer years,

Uh huh, se..

You were just lueky, uh, yeu knew, if there was a supply ef
teschers,

Uh huh,

Cr an ever supply er net enecugh, net encugh why amybe yeu'd get
a cheliee seheol, maybe yeu weuldn't,

Were there, uh, usually, uk, tee many teachers? Did yeu find

a let ef eempetitien?

Ne, NCt at that time there wasn't,

Uh huh,

Oh, there was eneugh, yes. DBut seme years, yeu krnew, seme eof them
weuld drep eut.

Uh huk,

And scme weulda't, Seme take the examinatiem and want te teach
and ceuldn't make a certificate,

I see. Uh, were these...

It was pretty rough, getting a, getting a certificate of any kind
ct that time because yeu were just out ef scheel, eut ef grade
scheel at that, Yeu mever went te high scheel and yeu'd ge te
the eighth grade ard finish the eighth grade and 1if ceuld,..

if yeu were schelar eneugh yeu might pa&ss the examinatien and get

a certifiecate.
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Uhm. New, Marshall did have a scheel forfeschers at thst time,
didn't they?

Yes,

Did yeu have te eempete with these peeple forjobs?

Ne., They, they, yeu knew, Marshkall teachers at that time, all
that went te Marshall, they weuldn't want te get eut im the
ecourtry, in the hellers and yeu knew,

Un kuh,

Take the snew and ice and everything, If they could get semewhere
else.,

Uh huh,

Yeu hardly ever, uh, eut,..baek where we were yeu hardly ever had
te cempete with & Marshall graduate.

I see, Uh, was there...

In ether werds they were kind ef & class te theirselves,

Yeah, they weuld perfer,...was there much..were there many peeple
frem the ecmmunity here, say, whe went te Marshall te ge te scheel?
Ne, met teec many.

Uh, ef the peeple whe did er wernt away te cellege were there
schelarships er did the famlly usually supperT these peeple?

Well, the family usually dere it. They never had schalarsﬁips.
They had te pay their ewn way.

Uh huh, Uh

Thats ene reasen so many e¢f them didn't ge te cellege beecause they
wasn't able te, Their parents ceuldn't send them because, well,
they just wasn't able te. But & few of them did, N"w a man in
neighberheed where we lived they was several of them that left and

went te, I mean ge through schoel &nd either taught scheel er
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wernt te Marshall, er went and feurd & pretty, yeu knew, mest eof
them was intellegent ereugh te get eut and make their ewn,

It was later years, leng after I had quit teaching seheel, they
all dene that, Thiangs get better fer the teachers, they had
better eppertunities.

Did they, uh, did,.,. were there things er im Huntingten, say, er
in the ec¢ities te draw the yeung peeple te ge there te werk er
édid they mestly stay areund?

Ne. They wasn't many Jebs imn Huntingtem at that time, oh, new
and then yeu might find & jeb, But they was pretty scarce.

Ul huh.

Yeu knew mest ef the neighberheed that te... that eut te firnd a
jeb they'd either ge te the railresad er the army er semething like
that.

Uk lhuk,

New they was quite a few el them that left eut ef the neighberheed
and went te the reilread, Hired en as brakemsan er firemen er
semething like that,

Ceuld they stay in the eemmunity 2nrd werk fer the railread er

did they have te meve?

Ne, They'd ...they was mestly single peeple, yeu knew, single men
and they'd ge, they'd stay where ...they'd stay at Pertsmeuth,
That's where mest ef them went te pertsmeuth.

Uh huh.

Brally, that's where I wanted te ge tee and my mamsmy weuldn't

let nme, |

Oh, Uh, whem I was here befere, uh, yeu discussed s@mééf the

students yeu used te have and ulk have yeu kiwf ef kept track ef



ary of them er have mest ef them,.?

FV: Ne, I haven't, I rum em tc ene now ard then that they'll ceme and
talk te yeu amd speak te yeu and talk te yeu and yeu den't knew
whe they are er where they ceme frem er anythirg abeut them, I
run on te ene net very leng age at Mill Creek at & funeral and
after he teld me even I eeuldn't hardly place him, I had te study
abeut it a leng time, But just new and then,.

SR: TUh huh,

FV: Yeu knew, at this time yeu just run en te them., But there is se
many ef them I cam think abeut that went te scheel that has died.
A whele let ef them in the last few years.,

SR: U; huh, New, did yeu teach in ether schoels besides a ene recm
scheel?

FV: Yes, we had a twe recm sScheel, eur ewa scheel, yeu knew, that
we had, DBut yes I did, twe er three secheels that tiey called

deuble secheels er twe reem seheels,

SR: Up huk,
FV: They had up te the feurth grade im ene rcem and frem then frem

there en up te the eighth grade in the ether recm.

SR: Did yeu serve under a prineipal?
FV: Yes,
SR: Uh huh,
FV: They ealled him a principal,
SR: Did he teach? Was he a teaching..?

FV: Oh, yes. He er she which ever ene it happened te be meah they
| taught all the time, Jpust like I did, Ah, I theught I was, well
maybe I was teaching a little bit, I den't krew, DBut times....

it's different them frem what it is new. Maybe seme ef them learned
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maybe they didn't, I den't knew. I guess they le armed a little
by getting tegether anyway,

Yeah, yeah, Did principals,uk, have te pass a differemt test?
Ne, ne. If he had the certifieate why and was lucky with the
Beard ef Fducatien and trustees why he was all right.

Oy, I see, Se they...

But he was ever the rest, the sehesl, yeu and the ether teachers,
Uh huh.,

But mest ef the time yeou get alen: witkh them all right. I

never had any treuble with them, the prineclpals,

Uk hukh,. Uh, im scheel, if yeu kad a prineipal weuld he take ecare
of thédiscipline preblems er wculd that be yeur respensibility?
In his recm.

Ok,

But in yeur ewn reem, why, if yeu had te paddle ene yeu just had
te paddle him,

Um, New if yeu paddle a student yeu have te £fill eut several
ferms, did yeu ever have any preblems with parentgkrem, you knew,
diseiplire er were they pretty eeeperative?

Semetimes they weuld, semetimes if yeu whipped ene tee hard, why,
they'd swear yeu just abeut beet it to death and it was blue all
ever, you knew, and semetimes they'd take a warrent fer yeu and
semetimes but mest ef the time they weuldn't, they'd just talk,
Yeah,

I never did haye ene take a warrent fer me. I expect semetimes,
theugh, I whipped them pretty hard,

Weuld yeu get any kind ef baeking frem the Beard if they did

that? Were you just en yeur ewr?
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FV: They said te heek, that wasn't thelr business, They weuldn't
have amythlng te de with it.

SR: That was yeur respensibility. Uh, what kind ef eccupatien like
did yeu have peeple in the ecemmunity whe werked as say blacksmiths

er uh er yeu knew, the stereewners, peeple whoe were net farmers?

FV: Yes, we had, we always hsd ene blaeksmith in the eceountry where
yeou teoek your herse te have shees put cn him, Ané they was ene
er twe car?enters in the neighberhecd, ceugh. Seme e¢f them that,
well we had abeut twe didn't we that made...

RV: Yes,

FV: easkets feor peeple, yeu knew,

Sr: Yeah,

FV: When they died they made homemade caskets, We had twe er three
of them in the neighberheed that did that., And then yeu'd have a
carpenter, he thecught was a carpénter, any way, but these whe
made the casket, the eceffin, they were called ceffins then.

They 'd make them hememade and line them up with black, They'd
get handles and put en them, yeu knew,

SR: Did they have, ah, new did their children seem tc ge inte their
eccupatiens, did their sens fellew that?

FVs Nﬁ, hardly ever, And wec generally had a ccuntry stere and, ycu
knew, & ceuntry pest effice we went te. Leafed and where yeu
got yeur letters and mail,

SR: Uh huh,

~FV: My grandad kept the first pest effice ever there., He kept 1t in

a little square bex like that, Oh, abeut se high, just a few

shelves im it, yeu knew, abcut & half a dezen,

SR: Hew diéd they get the mail eut?
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Pest effice,

ever here at G,nea, It was a five mile trip, I think, frem the
pest effice te the pest effiece at Genea.

And then?

They'd catch the train and ge down em the trdin and th: mail weuld
ceme back up oen the train the next merning. They'd be there and
take it acress the hill,

Oh, were...did it take... I mean dié%bey mcve pretty geed? I

mean pretty fast?

Well they come up in the merning and if yeu mailed a letter in
Huntingten, like, last night why they'd get it teday. Secmetime
abeut cne e'cleck they'd get it,

Uk huh,

If tkhey makled it last night they'd get it teday abeut ene e'cleck,
A§ that time the mail came in, wasn't it? Aleng abeut recn er ene
e'cleck all the timne. They weuld have te wait till the train ceme
up which was nine er ten e'cleck,

Uh huh, .

And then they had te ride ever there,

They didn't get back till twelve er ene.

Uh huh. And everybedy had te ceme in te the pest cffice?

Ch, yes, They'd come arecund, Everybedy had te ceme because there
wasn't ne delivery.

Uh uk, Uh, hewwas, getting back te 7vcecur educatlien...tr yeur
teaching a littie bit, uk, after teaching se¢ many years did ycur
salafy incresase in relatien te hew many years yeu had taughu?

NU, net net te hewmany years ycu had taught but ch it was
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a2 leng time befere ycur,..Well, Lincelrn distriet, it was split
inte districts, Wayne Ccocunty was, and Linceln district had twe
reilreads ge through it., They eecllected taxes and paid the
largest salary ef any distriet unless it was Cerede and Kéneva, in
the county. Rveryen: wanted te teach in Linmceln district because
they'd get w re meney. There was mere, as they say, revenﬁé

ceme in frem 1it,.

Uh huh.

Ch, they didn't pay very much but then it was, yeu knew, about
all there was going anyway and I guess it was quite & bit., If yeu
had te werk on that new you weuldn't be areund leng.

Uh, se it was based en where yeu taught hew much ycu made?

{es,

And paid strictly by the taxes,

And the grade ef dertificate you had

Qh, yes, I see.

Jeur eertificate if yeu had a. first grade certificate weculd be
mere than yeu weuld if you h-d a third grade certificate,

Uh hukh. I see,

Ferty dellars, I ~tarted eut at ferty dellars and think when I
cuit it was eighty er eighty-five dellars, =TEighty-five dellars.
I see, in twenty-feur years time,

Feur dellars, feur dellars and a qguarter a day,

Oh.

Twenty days, you knew, cut ef themonth,

Feur.dellars and semething a day.

7eah.

Uh,
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Think abeut it. When I first started eut was twe dellars and

I paid ten dellars a menth fer beard,

Se yeu had te werk uk a whele week te make yeuﬁ%aard.

Five days a week,

Did that include yeour beard inecluded yeur feed, 1s that right?
Hukh?

Yeur beard included yeur recm amd yeur feed?

Tes,

I see. Uh...

And my scuirrel humting en S:turday merning.

Oh, was that cne ef the ways, uh, yeu had fer enjeyment or one
ef the ways ef recreatien?

Buk?

Was that, uh, a kind e¢f recreatien, uh, a way yeu spent yeur time
eff?

No, I den't think se. Yeu always had semething yeu had te de ever
the weekend and el the evening tee, after scheel.

Uh huh.

Study about hew in the dickens yecu wee geing te get threugh the
next day,

ha ha,

Saturday and Sunday yeu just teek 1t easy 1f yeu ceuld. Went te
church like she said,

Yeah,

If yeu had & girlfriend why yeu'd ge te church,

Ch, I see.

That's se yeu'd get te see her,

Did they have things fer the kids te do at scheel like, yeu
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knew, eutside activities? That you were respensible fer?

Ne, they didn't,

Hew abcut dances er anything like that? Cemnumity danees, did
they have very many ef these?

They had cemmunity daneces enly the adults generally had dances

en S“turday night, They weuld all get drunk and have a big
sheeting match, a fight e¢r twe., But that happened every ence...
every nearly every Saturday night, Nht right imn eur meighberheed,
it wasn't as bad in eur neighberheed as it was im just a few

miles away in anether sectien ef the ecunty.

Where weuld they get their liauer?

Make it,

Ch, they made their ewnr,

Yes,

Well, they didn't always,

Oh, semetimes, Did ycu have mueh treuble with the law fer things
like that?

Ne, there wasn't any law, thay never bether yeu unless semeene
killed scmebedy er seietbimg like that., Why tkhey might arrest yeu
but, ah, if they had a fight it didn't make any dilference why
whieh ever ecne wen they'd get even with him in & day er twe er lay
arcund and wateh him fer a menth te get the advantage ef him,

Uh huh,

Fight back, But they wasn't ne law te bether tnem.

Ch, I see, Yeu said they might have & shecting match, new...

Why, they wauld‘gct eut and sheet their pistels. Yeah, they'd

get mad ene cver yender on that hillside and ene ever here and

they'd sheet at ene anether, eeurse they knew thay weren't geing
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te hit ene ancther. But they'd shcet at them anyway. Make a
big raecket.

SR: Did a,...

FV: And earry thelr guns, It didn't ameunt te anything if they
wanted te put a plstel en their hip why it w=2s all right.. They
really felt impertant, yeu knew, that way and there wasan't any
law te keep them frem it,

§H: I see. Se 1t was pretty...pretty fairly cemmen te see seme ene
with & gun?

FV: Ch, yes., It didn't, yeu didn't pay anymere attentien te it than
netice semebedy wearing a necktie new. They just had their guns.

RV: Well maybe they'd sheet & let and net mean tec hit either,

FV: Ch, they dién't mean te hit yeu.

RV: Te seare yeou.

FV: Te seare anéd cuarrel and use all kind ef larguage,

SRe Uh huhk.

Vs Sheet,

SR: Did they ever have any serlieus, yeu knew, disputes?

FV: Yes,.

Sit: Large disputes?

FVs: Yeah, every ence in a while semebldy weuld get killed er get hurt
bad .

SR: Um huh, Did it seem like the family teek that up er was it
mestly am individual thing?

FV: Wall semetimes it was a family feud, semetimes it wasn't., Seme-
times it weuld just be an 1lndividual or semething li-e that.

SR: Uh huh. New, the law at that time, ther was a ceunty sheriff?

FV: Ch, yea, But heck he was in Wayne and he was fifteen or twenty
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mileg away, yeu kriew,

Uk huh,

By the time yeu get dewn there and netified him and he erawled
areund and get up there em herseback er en the train and rede
over there why everything weuld be hid, gene , er,,.it wasn't,
What abeut, uh, yeu menticned they made their ewn their ewn licuer,
new the federal peeple didn't?

They mever bethered them, They wasn't ne, I den't knew, Yeu
never heard tell ef any federal,

Uh hul.

Cnce in a great while why yeu might hear ¢f the United States
Marshall eeming im after semebedy.

Uk huh,

Maybe one trip that wis all fer & leng time.

Uh huh. Hew abeut, uk, did yeu have many peeple areund here if
they fecund, were'geing somewhere else te seek werk that weuld,
sey, ge te the ceal fields and werk? In the esal fields?

Yeah, there was & lew but net tes many,

Uh huh,

Seemed like the mirnes didn't attract then like the railrecad er
gsemething like that,

I see.

All tha?t was years age, heney.

Yeah,

Itts tomed dewn riow,

Yeah, yeak, Wﬁon did, ak, Mrs, Vinsen said she started teaching
&t seventeen, were ycu abeut the same age?

Yes, abeut seventeen er eighteen, Eighteen I guess.
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I taught scheel before he died, He taught the next year,

Uh hubh, Is that mestly whem yeur respemsibilities as an adult
began?

Yes,

Uk,

That's whemn it sheuld have began, I guess it did, I didn't

pay mueh attentien te it.

Uh, yeu and Mrs, Vinsen, when I was here befocre yeu mentiened
that yeu went te the same sehecl, is that right?

Frem the time we were abeut six years eld, yes, until,

Uh huh.,

We greviip, yeu knew, and she get a certificate and went te teach-
ing and then I get ene and went te teafhing.,

Effie, they called te Tffie "high'" schoesl because it was a twe
stery bullding.

Oh.

Oh, they just nieknamed 1t that,

oh.

Tt was the enly twe stery bullding in, well I guess it was abeut
the enly ene in the eceunty at that time.

Ch, I see.

And when yeu was ready frem first, secend, and third grades down-
stairs and when ycu was ready, cculd read in the fecurth reader and
ready te take up the werk with the feurth reader why yeu get te
g¢ upstairs,

Ch.

My, my that was culte & thing.

Oh,



FV: But yeu knew that, where we went te scheel, grew up, there was a
let ef pretty smart guys left eut ef that seheel there.

SR: Uh huh,.

FV: There was seme ef them made teachers, lawyers, decters, Beyd
Jarrell was editer ef the Herald-Dispateh, Dr, Rife was...

RV: He was & grzduate,

FV: Rife Hespital, Fergusen-Rife Hespital in Keneva,

SR: Uh huh,.

FV: And ah,

RV: J. T. Lambert, Presecuting Atterney ef Wayne Ceounty fer years, &
cecusin ef eurs, A graduate ef Effie "hizh" Scheol., That's where
he get his beginning., He went te¢ law schcel ther, ‘

SR: Uh huh,

FV: (undeeipherable) Pres cuting Atterney, J. T. Labert, Persecuting
"Atterney. All raised up there and went te seheel tegether.

SR: Uh huh,

FV: There was & gemeratiem just befere we were., But we wWwent te scheel
when they were teel DBut they were grewn up and ready te leave and
we were just starting,

SR: Uh huh, I see. When these peeple fimished their scheeling did
they usually ceme back te the cemnunity? Ycu mentiened the
decters and lawyers?

FV: Naw, they didn't stay. They hardly ever came back,

RV: They weuld visit back but they never settled there,

FVe: They never settled 1in there.

SR: I see. |

FV: That's what's the matter with the ccunty new they just kept
drifting eut and staying till....
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Yeal,

They teek the whele thing eut.

ieah, That several peeple,...

They teek the biggest part ef the intellect eut.
Yealh, Uh huh. I knew what yeu meam, I was geing te adk you
abeut you and Mrs, Vinsen, went te the same scheel, new died mest
alkh the beys im the cemmunity marry girls frem their neighberhaads,
peeple they went te scheel With?

NVY. Sem ef them did, net very many.

Um,
We did, I kept track ef her all the time. But ah there wasn't
very many.,

Ne, there wasm't eeme te think ef it,

In eur generatien there wasan't many,
Well ther” was ene girl, Oney Thempsen married Willie Pauley,
Yeah, there was ene er twe.

They went te scheel tegether there,

Ah, hew weuld yeu meet a girl in anether neighberheed that didn't
live near yeu?

Huh?

Hew did they meet girls that lived in anether neignberhced?

Ok, gee that wasn't hard,

They weuld meet them at ehurch, ge te chureh., Seme kind cf
seeia]l gathering, entertainnent, lece eream supper, semething like
that,

Uh huh, Se it was mestly threugh the chureh they weuld meet
semebedy else. I see.

If yeu traveled eight er ten miles te chulh semetimes, espéeially
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if there was a revival geing en.,..erR herseback,

Cr & big meeting en Sunday,

Make a date with a girl and get her te ride behind en the herse
and get te knew her.

Oh, I seec, Uh, if yeu were ceurting a girl whe lived several
miles frem yeu abeut hew eften weuld yeu see her?

Well, just as eftem as yeu ceuld but it weuld just depend en what
kind ef hers: yeu had and whet&er yeu ceuld ride er net,

Chy, I see. Se 1t was up te yeur transpertatien.

Yes,

Uh, when did,,.ukh, did ecuples usually werk fer a while befere
they get married er did they marry right eut ef secheel? Wys that?
They generally, yeu knew, stay a year er twe befere they, they
weulérn't hardly ever just get eut ef sechecl and marry,

Uh huk,

They'd ge areurnd a ye&r er twe anéd see if they ecouldn't make a
dellar,

Ch, I see,

Get inte semething er ether,

Was it uausual ler the family te pay deweries then? Did yeu ever
pay & dewry? Semetkhing llke that?

Ne.

Okay. When a yeung eeuple stzrting eut weuld they immediately
neve te a house ef their ewn er did they tend te stay with?
Semetires they did, semetimes they'd stay areund with their cdaddy-
in-law and metﬁer-in-law. |

Uk hul,

T111 semebedy gave them an eld reester and a hem and a few things
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te ght tegether that they theught they ceuld heuseckeep. And
semetimes they'd kick them eut they had bte get eut,

Oh. N

New, yeu're laughing, My grandad ané sy aunts give me twe hens
and a reeoster when we went te heusskeep.

ngl that,

That...

It weuld furnish yeu eg:s.

Yes, it was & start anyway,

reah,

That's the way it was,

At the same time my mether glve us twelve hens and a reester,
New shes get te blew abeut it,

I den't blew abeut that, Mgther she gave us that many ehiekens,
Whew, that's fumny, If everjthing geos.d@wm and gees in that
stery that yeu teld it will be a eerker,

That's all right., It was up te, yeu knew, they the family gave
them gifts, the newlywed eeuple.

W“t like they de new, theeugh,

Oh.

You were talking abeut secial life a whele let, weren't yeou?

Uh huh,

Well, we had, ah, church and Sunday Scheel was cur main meeting
plaee and the scheel heuse where we went te scheel., But new and
then seme girls, seme family weuld give wharthey called a seclsl,
Uh uhe

And invite se many yeung peeple. All the eligible yeung beys

and girls in the neighberheeced te ceme fer a secial at their



heuse., Where they played games and sang sengs.

SR: Uh huk, uh huh,

RV: Things like that, We didn't dance,

SR: Uh huk.

RV: But we all managed te have a geed time and laugh a let,

SR: Yeah.

FV: Get kissed a little bit new and then,

SR: OCh,

RV: Flayed games, yes, like thimble sand I den't knew what in all new.
We had 2 geoed time, ~

Sf: VYeah,

RV: Just as geed time as mueh fun as they have new and run miles and
miles,

SR: Th huh.

RV: And then we had entertainments at scheel. We had a big entertain-
ment at Christmas., And we had Sunday Seheel, ah, children's
days where all the children had a party and a big play and we'd
have hundreds ef pesple ceme,

Sit:  Uh hubi,

RV: F,em all areund, Where the children had paraedes, yeu knew,
where ehildren weuld werk tegether, little enes, The elder cnes
then haé different things te de, We'd have speeches, preaching,
and prayer. And beautiful musie if we did all make it,

SR: Uh huh, newe...

RV: Resutiful church musie,

SR: Did yeu have an instrument er did yeu just sing?

RV: We had an ergan,

SR: Oh, I see,
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When we e¢euld berrew ene we had an ergan. After we was up

some size why Fred's aunts get an ergan,

Uh huhk,

And when they wanted te have niece musie at church why they weuld
loan them the ergan,

Uh huh,.

They lived one en enre bank ever here and ene ever at the church
ever yender.and they was ever here just a little piece. And they
weulde take their ergan,

Ch,

And they were geed singers., And twe eof the girls were real geod
erganists, We had beautiful nmusie,

Uh, did yeu sem times have greups frem ether churehes ceme and
gsing? _

Ch, they weculd ceme buﬁ%hey didn't take part in the entertainment,
Ok,

They weuld be thereby the,..well I've seen the time when I knew
there was ever twe hundred pecple there, Frem all way rcund where
ever, they cculd hear tell of that entertainment they'd cone.
Yeah,

If they had & herse te ride., And it was geed and,,,

Yeah,

And then seme times we weuld havelece cream soecials at scheel. If
we wanted te raise a little meney fer semething why we'd have an
ice cream secial,

Uhm,

Heve hememade iece cre=m and cakes., ¥ _ erybedy weuld bake a cake.

And we would have & man ccme and make the ice cream., Se we had ice



cream sccials that was anethep geed secial....
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