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Louisville, Ky. 2/29/10,
Dear “ois:

I fear you think I have forgotten you and my promise to
write you., How time flies: It is over two months since I left
California, I stonped a few days in Chicago, tut wasn't feeling
well, and so I hurried home: and then, two days later, was taken
very ill--a nervous breakdown (the first nerve attack I ever had),
always thought myself tco strong to have nerves., It was, indeed,
fortuna e that I was at home, but I am feeling very well mow, Ytut
exvect to soon ¢o away to a quiet, country nlace in trhe mountains
and get away from noise of the City. I have thrught of "“you all”,
{Southern exvression) so often, and vp'ctured to myself everything
as when I was there.

We had some real winter in Februarv, first moﬁth after I
was hore, btut Merch has teen lovely: Iven Ca2lifornia could furnish
nothing tretter. I have teen looking over the Hite-Bovman records
so far as I have them, They are very long, and tyvewritten, I
will give you just a few of the main facts, with references, in
case you wish to look them up at the Litraryv. It is rather tediocus
to one not accustomer to looking up genealogy. I am_now.

"Some prominent Vircinia families", bty Du Bellet, Pages

222-35%7, Vol, 4 incluing Coat of Arrs. The Hite Farily in Ameri-

H =19

ca.
In 1710 Hans Jost Heydt, or Yost %ite, as his name is

svelled in Eng.ish docurents, dated at the time of his em gration,
a native of Alsace, Germany, came from Strasture to ¥. Y. with his
wife, Anna ¥aria nee Du Bois, and their little girl, Mary., He
came in ris own ships, bYrigantine "Swift" and schooner "Friend-
ship", bringing with hirm sixteen (some sav, more) Dutch and German
families as tenants for lands he expected to settle, Tite rerained
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in Xingston, X, Y. until 1717,'vhen he came south--to Germantown,
va, In 1717, we find hir on the Skuykill River, where he tought
lands, and in 1720 built a rill at the mouth of Parkiomen Creek,
and a dwelling house which is, at present, the home of Governor
Samuel Pennynacker, and tecare a thrifty and enter»rising farmer
and manufacturer, The mills are now called "Pennypacker Mills",
At this time the Indians, ma dened bty the encroackhment

of the writes, tcok revenge ty making raids on the Colonists in
toth Pennsylvania and Maryland, ruthlessly murdering settlers and
destroying property. in 1728 a petition, signed bty Yost Eite and
rany others, for wrotection acainst the Indiens, was ©vpresented to
Governor Gordon, of Penns ylvania, who ignored the netition; and
and the atrocities tecame more freaguent and more cruel. Hite be-
came disgusted at the culpatle irdifference of the Toverrment, ard
inaucrurated a sdihere to re-emigrate to the vilds of the un¥rown
Shenandoah Valley of Vireinia, and in 1729 he sold his heldings on
the Schuykill, and with his farily and followers, once turned his £

foct-stens southwards,

’

In 1782 Johr Van Xeter went to Villiamsburg and obtained

8 tract fror Governor Sir Williar Gooch, for 4C,CC0C acres of lend
, )

in She ardoah Valley: and in 1781 sold the tract to Yost Hite
vhich s7le was afterwards confirmed bty Gov.Gooch, , 2nd the tract
vas known as "Hite's Grznt". In the s»nring of 1721, with sixteen
farilies, left York, Pa. and crossed the “otomac River at wha* wvas
called "Perkhouse Ford, afterwards, Xechlentergs, now Shepherdstown,
and entered the fertile and teautiful Valley of the Sherandoah Riv-
er., FHe made his first settlement at Yew Mechlenterg, just one

hundred and twenty-five years after the first settlement at the

Jares River, in 1607,"To Hans Yost Hite therefore, telongs the



honor of having nlanted the first standard of civilization in
the mountainous re~ions of Vireinia".

Of Yost Hite's private life, there is little known.
de was honest and taciture, and his public career marks him as
a leader among men, posessing good jusgment, fine executive a-
tility, and indomitakle will okstacles only arcund his ardori and
he feared no man, and must have had large means at his command.

i

His wife, Anna llarie Du Bois, was of lugonaut extraction. They
were married in Germény, emigrated in 1710, tringing one little
dauvughter with theme.
This daughter, Mary Hite, married George Bowman in
entered
1751, and accomhanied her father vhen he X®£t the Shenandoah Val-
ley., Here, some years later, Bowman built a2 substantial brick
home, which is still standing., Their eldest child was the first
vhite child torn in the Valley,
-FAU'ILY RE 'ORD-

“ost Hite died in 1760, Anna ¥ari- Du Bois died in

17686, Their issues
1, MXary Hite, born in Germany. Xerried Georze Bovman,
Elizateth Hite married Paul Froran, of Few Jdérseyiz
lagdalen Hite ~arried Jacob Chrismsan,
Johr Hite wmarried Sera dltynge, srand-father of %abriel
Jones Hite,
Jacobt Hite married Catherine C'Bannbdn.
IpnacHite merried Glesnor altynge.
Abrehar Hite married Rebecca Van Yeter,
Joseph Hite married Elizaketh Van lleter,
Four children, Jos. John, William and Ann.

The records do not state how many children tve other Hites

had, except Mary Hite, who married George Bowran, had thirteen

’
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childrens and several sons were soldiers of rank and immortance
in the Revolution, sane bteing in the George Rogers Clark expedi-

tion.

Yow my dear Lois, I have told you enougzh to make you tired,
onlyv civing the main »noints.

You mieht cornare this data with ~ith vour Grendrother's early
recollections, and 2nd e able to trace farily cornections. Scme
day, when you are older vou may want to look up records in Litrary
and this statement, with your grand mother's may help you. Sorrj
I d4id not have time to see her. I hope, some day, you and vour moth
er may drift to this vart of the country, and we may talk over the
resnective merits of C2lifornia and O0ld Kentucky. In the mesntime
1 hope we shall hear from vou occasionally,

ky kindest regards to your mo*her, the Misses Bustin,(or
Bustrin, I can't tell which VCC.) anq any friends who have not
forzotien,
Yours sincerely,

I‘.;“I'So ‘~":' P’ BOWman-

A slip of p2»er contains the followins memo:
The orave of Adar» Grove, who departed this life

e
Tev. 3, 1842,

QO

zed £& vears.
The grave of Ana 3, Grove, wife of Ada» Grove, wvho
denarted this life Zarch 24, 1881, aged 223 years.,
anne Seawvright Grove daughter of Isaac Rankin,

These graves have teen ldcated at Bethel Presbyterian

church, Augusta Co., Va, Their son, James Rankin Grove, married

Lucretia Hite, daughter of Gakriel and llary Renkin Eite. Mary
Rankin, a daughter ofRichard Rankin, Jr.
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