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History of o0ld Ceredo Regiment,

As narrated by Robert L. Archer.

The Fifth Regiment West Virginia Volunteer Infantry was organized at
Ceredo, W,Va, in the sunmer of 1861 and mustered into service of the
United States on Oct., 18, 1861, being a part of the 36,450 contribut-
ed by West Virginia to the Union Armies, At that time the principal
towns in this immediate section of West Virginia were Ceredo and
Guyandotte, and the Regiment was composed of citizens of West Vir-
ginia, Ohio, and Kentucky.

Ceredows founded by Eli Thayer in 1857, who was a Member of Con-
gress from Massachusetts., While visiting his friend, Albert G, Jen-
kins, on the banks of the Ohio, he met Thomas L, Jordan from whom he
purchased the land upon which the town stands, On arriviig at t he
site of this proposed town, and seeing the beautuful crops with ,
which Ceres had laden the land, he thoﬁght it a fit tribute to the fa-
bled Goddess, to bestow her name upoﬁ the town, and =zccordingly, it
vecame Ceredo. It had been the dream of Thayer to found on immense
manufacturing city, but the Civil ¥War came on, and instead of the
realization of the founder's dream, it yet remains =2 little town of
“our to five hundred inhavitants (1889).

\ But get¥ine b-ock to our Regimental story, we f ind William I,
Enochs, of Ironton,Ohio, was commissioned First Lieutenant Dec.7,
1861, He was later promoted tc Captain, August 15, 1863, =an? Colonel
of the First West Vircinia Regiment Infantry Dec.19, 1864. Mark
Poore, of Ceredo, was Commizsioned second lieuntenant July 26, 18€2,
and »romoted to Captain August 15, 1863. Jemes P. Waymer, of Ceredo

was Commissioned Second Lieuntenant March 4, 1863, promoted to Cavtain



Sept. 1, 1863, and Commissioned Major of the First West Virginia
Veteran Infantry Jan, 4, 1865, Frank L. Hersey, of Guyandotte,
was Commissioned Second Lieutenant October 24, 1863; promoted to
First Lieutenant March 26, 1864, and Commissioned Adjutant ofthe
First West Virginia Veteran Infantry Nov. 1, 1864,

It is not likely that more then a few members of this Regiment
now survive--and those few survivors must be close to ninety years
of age, or over. |

quoting Vireil @ Lewis:

Farly in the Autumn of 1861 Major K.,V.Whaley recruited a
company at Guyandotte to be asttached to the Ninth West Virginia
Infantry, and by the lst of November the ranks were filled and
only aw;ited the arrival of the proper officers to muster it into
the United States service, |

On * he e*enine of the ninth of that month ( Cet. ) justas
twilicht was deepening into night, the Eicvhth Vircinia Confederate
Cavalry, severzl hundred strong, rode into town, and having taken
vosition on & neighboring hill, opened fire on the Federal vosition
at the southern end of the bridge. For an hour the rattle of rus-
Xetrvy ranc out on the s*ill evening air, at the end of which time

the Federal forces were all killed, wcunded, or captured, save

a few who saved themselves by flight. The Confederates, who

were nov in peaceful posession of the town, had two killed

snd several wounded., When the firing began Colonel Zeigler,

with the Fifth West Virginia Infantry, was stationed at Ceredo,
eight miles below; 2nd learning of the attack, with nis forcev ent
on board the Steame r Ohio, then ascending the Chic River, and dis

embarked on the Ohio side, at the mouth of Indian Guyan af mwile



