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Methodology
Orel History Interview
Lonnie k. Tilley

The followving is en interview with Mr. Leney R. (Roy) Wheeler
of Coal Mounteain, Wyoming County, West Virginia. He is a retired
encyclopedia salesman who has lived is southern Wegt Virginia
and easivern Kentucky. Mr. Wheeler was born 14 March 1911 in

Johnson County, Kentucky near Paintsville. This interview was made

on 12 July 1976 at my home in Oceana, Wyoming County, West Virginia.

Lonnie Tilley

L. Tilley: Now, what were your parents's names, again?

R. Wheeler: Pranklin Wheeler and Elizabeth
)
' L Pilivy: What was your mother's maicen nsme?
R. Wheeler: Fairchilds
L., Tilley: 01, where were they living when you were born?
R. Wheeler: AL, they change those post offiéca =0 muci out
there, I believe when I was bLorn it wes Daviasviile.
L. Tilley: Davi:villey; How long cid you 1live in Davisville?
R, VWheeler: Until high school, uh, a.proximately eleven years.
L. Tilley: Was it a pretty big place?
R. ¥necler: ——To, Tt Wwes rurel,; Very muchs - =
o e i W TR Do ‘you rewemver anything ol your grancparents?
yi R. Wneeler: Oh, yes, voth of them, both sicdes. Ui, granapa

Fairchilde, do you want to know about themr Ic that-
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Yes, juct tell me whet you rewember zbout them.

Well, my Grandfather Feirchilds was a United
Baptist preacher and a farmer, and, uh, quite a fruit

grower; ana oack in those days, of course, nearly

. everybody reised some fruit but he, he rzised a little:

of everything; and, uvh, I uzed to love to go to his
home in the middle of winter; and, he lived in an
old log house, 2 huge thing. - had = upstairs and,

ané just for the fun of it, I guess, he'c get a bunch

0 ug kics there, he'd get uv there znc he'é paw

thos

0]

goplers out like a cog end let them rollall~over
the place a2nd we'c¢ catcihi them, where he'd keep then.
it was quite, quite a treat to go to hi: home, especially
in the winter or any other time for that mavter.

ind my Granafether Vheeler was a farmer and also
a merchant, uh,- Well, I have some of hig old ledgers
where back then the big thinz, to now it's tobacco
raicing out there, but back tuen it was shipping molasses,
swepping molissces actuelly was what they were doing, for
other commodi*ties.

Uh, nuvh

incé, selling hsy, .~elling corn, cormmecal, soue
meat, wneet wes not = Lig item out in there but we
raiscd so:e, ovut very iittle comparec to tie corn =nd
other sreins..
You s:zid your Grindfather Pairchilds .ad a log

houge?



Laney R. Wheeler 3

R. VWheeler: Oh, yes. Yes, it was a Gandy. It was out of
about, I don't know, fifteen, twenty inch popolcrs,

I guess, hewed..
T e I I How big—wacs it?

R. Wheeler: Well, it was four hugce roomg ana a lean-to on

the back with 2 dining room ané e kitchen.
L Tilley: Sounds intveresting.

R. Vheeler: It waz, it waz, 1I'd like to have thit Louse

]

today. I guess it's long since Leen Zoney 1 haven't

veen vacik-over there in a ion: time but it was in

a pooc state ol precervation the 1zt tire I seen it.

L. Tilley: Is *hat right? How cluse to your grancparents ¢id
your parents iive? VWag it in the sate neighiorhood or-
HKe Wheeler: Uh, Not exactly ths co-me neightorhood, uh, =y,
un, on the Pairchilds's side 1t wep, they lived ut;
Winifrzid wes the post office and it waz asproximately,
uh, five miles from where we lived but that was a long

wezys then.

L. Tilley: ko suvouwouviles, nuh?

K. Wheeler: Ko, no euivomobliles, nothing wout eiuher.hooi 1vs
or nuie or horse, mostly horgse. Uh, iy Grendfather
Wheeler lived right close, avo2=t, oh, three-forths
of a mile I guess. Thet was close vack then.

L. Tilley: Whét wes the house like thet your parents livec

%
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Well, the, uh, the house has been remodeled and
it is a hundred, little over a hundred years old. The
house, uh, is now standing that we lived in. Uh, It was
originally, Lon, a, it was a two-story affair with a,
I don't remember what they called them, but they was, uh,
they got this from the English, beczuse we were 2all
English, and they built the, well now you'd call it a
breezeway, I guess; but they had this in between the
iivingroom and the kitchen and diningroom, where you
brougcht .your cows in to milk in the dry. In other
words, you milked your cows right at the ditchen door.
kow, uh, they built this other house which is well over
2 hundred years olcd, some of it Irom thet but the
original house we're still using for a barn, with the

big logs.
Is that right?
You ought to come over some time. I've got a
picture of 211 of it.
Do you still have acess (o the old home place?
Oh, yes; still own some property over There.

It woulic ve interesting to go ¢own there. About

what age did you start school?

I started, I was juzt barely five. Zack then
there's no compulsory law that we coulan't sgtart early
and that's vhy I was only out there till I was about
eleven. 1 was in high school, uh, &t approximately
eleven yearz old, cause I graduated from high school when

I was about sixteen.
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That's pretty good.

S0, uh, going to high school back then from ot
there was like a child roing to collece now {rom here

to, uh, farther away thau larshsell.
Is that right?

¥ell, you uidn't come back home every night, you
only come wack home for Thenksgiving and Christmas,

when you went to high school.
Had to voard out?
You boarced out.
What wes your grade gschool iike?

It was very good. Uh, had, I went To the eight
grace in a one room school, and really, I think todsay
if we had some of those it would beat this consolidation
that we got, meybe it would and meybe it wouldn't, but
I think it would because there was very few in our,
in the entire school, usually the enrollment averaged
around eighteen to twenty-two. And there was eight
classes taurht, well, a person, a boy and & girl in the
first gracs, when he got through with his =ssignments,
he went back =znd you hzcd to sit through all, up to eight
so you leernec¢, Lon, I think, uh, irom others moreso
than you, un, #s wuch so =g you got from your own class
and your own tescher. O0I course, you had the same
teacher, but I mesn, it wes very interesting. When I

get to thinking 2vout it, I think, I used Lo go b=ck
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and, instead of, I didn't have much studying to do,
well. you have 211 this time there so you listen to all

the other classes..

Sort of 2 preview and not only that you could get
an idea of whet you were expected to learn next and,
maybe, get a jump on it.

Well, I ¢id get, uh, I skipped one grace; I think,
I don't remember which one it was, but I believe it
was the sixth.. I think I went from the fifth to the

seventh..
Did the teascher determine thet?
Yes.
They didn't give you a test or any thing?
No, no test.

They just thought you were reacy? What were the
teacners like then?

H

Well, I guess like they are today, the good and

L

bad, Actually, uh, =211 the teachers I ever had

ct
=
O

anc¢ I don't tuink out of the eisrht years I went to the
one rouom school, I don't think but two yesrs I hsd the
same teecher; they aic change them. I don't kuow why,
the rea:on, but, well, you know thait bacik then teachers
only made fifty dolisrs = mowth. %hich was azn avful
lotv of méney, reelly, o everybody was a cigging for
that fifty dollars that was capable of teaching schocl.

So, therefore, I think, that wac the Lig turnover, you
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had, you'd get to teach one term and then, maybe,
you wouldn't get hired back here bLut you'd get hired
back three or four mile in another territory,see,
who is

in another community. So, I had my Uncle,

still living, was my first grade teacher. I never
went to kindergarten or anything like thet, and that
wasn't known then; and he is ¢till living; he lives

in Detroit..
How old is he%

I think Uncle Laney is zbout eighty-seven,

-

eighty-eight, maybe, I don't kuow, he was the
voungest ol the Wwheeler Tamily ana they're all dead
put him,.

How do you spell his first nzme?

L-g-n-e-y

Were there any special qualifications for teachers?

Did they have to go to collcge?

L&,

well, you hat¢ to do proparatory work, uh, which

L

wzs called, uu, L'm sure I'm rizht own this, they called

it kormal, Normel rchool; and it consistsd of either

gix or ten weeks aud I think it was six.
Just six weeks?
Yes. Then from there, irom him, I had him in

the first grace end I had 2 lacy in the, by the name
of Harris, lest name wes llarris, in the second graae,

her name was Laure, and then in the third grade, I had
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her sister, Nettie Harris. INeither one of them,
neither one of them was, well, maybe distant, related
but not to amount to anything. Then, uh, fourth

grade, I had my, a Lamasters, I can't remember first
name, Angie, Angie Lamasters, in the fourth grade; and
the fifth grade, uh, most of the year I had Jimmy
Sloan, he went to World War I, was drafted in World War
I, and he taught part of the year and unfortunately

was killed in Germany. He didn't come back and, uh,

another Lamasters finished his school term out.

L. Tilley: Say it was about the fifth grade when, wvhnen

World War I broke out? Can You-

R. Wheeler: Uh,huh, along about then. Well, it had been
out for, but I mezn, that was when he happened to be

drafted.

L. Billey: Can you remember whet your impression of the

war was or were you too young to think about it?

R. Wheeler: The only impression, the biggest impression that
stands out in my mind was, uh, the signs that was 2ll
over school, they'c all over the post oifice, they's
all over, well, sometimes on a tree out in rural
sections, of Uncle S=m with his finger stuck out saying
I went you. DNow that's the Uig impression I got;
and, then the second impression that I ot from it
was the boys coming back, maybe on furlough, uh, wearing
those laced, uh, kheki pants with the big bush, I

con't know, don't know what they call that, they
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come out from your hips, you know, and down, and those
leggings; and they kept them shined so you could see
yourself in them. Now, I was, I was carried away with
those leggings. I didn't care so much about the rest

of the uniform but the leggings were the prettiest

things I had ever seen. O0f course, that¥s about the
extent of- as Tar as them, well, this Jimmy Sloan

I was telling you that got killed in Germany some-

where over there, uh, they vrought him baek for burial,
brought his bones back. Well, that make a big impression

on a kid, yes..
Did they have 2 military funeral for him?

Well, no. Uh, If they did, it was nothing like,

I'm sure they dian't.
We have got up to the fifth greade..

VWell, the sixth srade, I skipped. Ve've been
through thet. The seventh grade, I had one of those

Harris girls ggain. Nettie, I believe. 1In the

eighth grade, 1 had my brother, Arville, and-
How do you spvell his first name?

A-r-v-i-l-l-e. 3o from the eighth grade, uh,
he taught one year and he was, got a job in the
county seat, Paintsville, of Johnson County, as, uh,
principal of the high school and that same year he
went to‘take the principaiship, well, of course, uh,
my sister and I, uh, well, sister was a2 little ahead

of me but she was going to iicyo College, ana, uhi-
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Mayo College? VWhere's that at?
That was in Paintsville.
Paintsville.

There's cuite a story behind that college. A
fellow by the name of John C. C. Mayo, a pretty
smart character, very wmuch of a swindler, too, uh,
telked 211 those farmers into leasing their land..
I sey all of them, now he didn't get wy dad, but
dad wag (oo swart for nimg he wouldn't, wouldn't
do it, so we still own the gas and oil rights on our
property out there right tocay. But, uh, to a lot of
them it looked like a big money. He gave them a one
time proposition, a dollar an acre for the gas and
0il, supposedlys but in writing up the lease deeds,
it was written uv for everything on top of the ground

and undéer..
That wes more than just mineral richte?

Oh, yes. S50 my Grandfzther Fairchilds, he had,
he had about ninty-some acres :nd ninty dollars was
a whole lot of nouey. iow, it wasn't a thing you
pay, I'm getting a rental now from oil and gas, I get
every three rontheg, Lubt they only got this the omne
timey 2nd, uh, he, uh, ninty dollars, as I saic,
looked¢ big to hiu, so he fell for it. So actuclly
wher. it 6ome time to divide his property, which was
very valuaile property, ninty acres 0f level luna out

there where we lived wag worth a ot of noney, it was
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almogt worthless, novoay wanted it. They don't even
want to pay taxes on it to tell the truth zbout it.
So, John C.. C, Mayo mezde millions, back then, I mean
millions, literally millions. He built this big Mayo
mansion, which has twenty-eight rooms, if I recall,
and he built the Mayo church, the Mayo hospital,

with this money he mcde, ctole «otunlly, you might
say. Uh, Well, he diln't gteal it <ither, the people

just cdidn't read what they was signing.
Didn*t he explain to them though what, what would-

Well, he told them he was just leasing the oil

and the gas.
Would you say that was a type of fraud?

It was, but they had already signed everything
and got their money. VWhat the heck? There was not
much they could do about it. So, uh, then, well, I
don't know, he had two or three other big buildings
there, elaborate buildings, stone, huge stone, but
I can't remember what they were used 1or, but anyway
they turnedé =211 this into, uh, Mayo College. I
guess when he diecd, I don't know how it was, but
evidently the state wust have taken the major part of
it; and they taught business, it was Meyo business
college, that's what it was. They taught that for
quite some time and that's when my sister wag in
college taking businegss. Then for some reason or

other, I don't know, Lon, but it was eventually turned
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over to the Cetholics, They called it the Sacred
Heart, something of the mountains, now I forget

what it is; but the Catholies have control of it now.
And, uh, then there's a big vocational, layo vocational

school there,
YVhat is your sister's name?
Vivian.

What kind of subjects did they teach in the grade

school?

Well, they taught, we got, uvh, we were taught,
uh, mostly arithmetic, wvery much, and, uh, reading,
of course, writing ana the the upper grades, health
and hygiene was really stressed, because that was
a period, or I presume it was the reacon for this, it
was a period of an awful lot of typhoid, flux, what
they call flux, which was nothing but what we would
call diarrhea today; but they died with it. I mean
they didn't get well, if they got the flux; and I
suppose that was one of the reasons, but I have one
of the old uLygiene books at home, now, which even
goes into detail how to build a sanitary out house,
diminsions ana everything and thre was such a thing
2s heving a sanitary one for that matter, where you
don't have to be bLothered by the flies, bees, snakes,
lizerds gna what not. kow that, and care of our teeth,
thet of course come in hygiene, and care of the body in
general; that was stressed, that was a pretty good sized

book we had.
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L. Tilley: What about discipline in the school?

R. Vheeler: Very strict, but everybody respected it.

L. Tilley: Did the teacher punish your or punish whoever
misbehaved?

R.. Wheeler: I don't recall ever being punished myself, but

if you misbehaved it was stending in the corner and
that I guess, if it was me, it would be, I can't stand,
I can welk or run but I can't stend; and they'd kill

me for a clessroom period which lasted about eight till
twelve and one till four. That was the class day.

And, of course, there we had the out houses, the his'n
and the her'n but they weren't called that then; and
if you wanted to be excused, it was permissable. You
went up and put a book in the door, and went on out
to the out house. As you came back in, you picked up
your book. If there was 2 book in the Goor when you
wanted to go, well, you dicn't go. because lhere was

already one out and there was only one allowed out at

a timeo
L. Tilley: How weas discipline at howe Jor umoct, most kids
that you knew ana yourself? ‘Vere your parents pretty

R. Wheeler: My dacdy was strict Lut not to the point of getting
you all tore uzpart end aistracted. He beiieved in
utilizing every ounce of energy there waz, regardiess

of 1f i+t was =2 human vody or a piece of tiwmver. ILie

believed in utilizing it, he didn't want nothing

wzrted, wiether it was humen energy or any other xiind
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of energy. fnd nc, there wac no; I wac telling

the chilaren, grandchildren over home, if they had to
eat at Granddaddy wheeler's table, a lot of times

they would get senl swey, because you didn't dare

take out more than ;ou ate. NKNow it was all right,

you could have 8ll you wented; you could come back
four or five times =znd set secondo, thiras and

fourths but you didn't take out a great big pile and
eat about a third of it and push it pback and teke off,
He would make you come back anc eat it. Time you eat
something you didn't want 2 time or two you're not
going to teke out so much the next time. Thet was
just a rule he had., There, 2gain, he was conservat-
ing, trying to utilize food energy and what not; and
another, well, I can remember this from the time I

cen remember anything, meny and many's the time he

has told me, and it's a preity good piailosophy,

he would zlways say a quart of sorghum will meake you
sick, and just leave it at that. Well, it took me a
yeear or two to figure out what in the world he was
talking about; and that waes Sthet indulgence in enything
to the extent that it's harmful whether it's eaten
or wiether it's any thing else; but 2 Llittle bit of
sorghum is pretty good eating. So thet was his philo-
sophy, I guess you would cell it when it came to food.
Of course, we always had plienty of food. Iever did
know of us to want for anything to eat, but, never-the-

less he didn't want any of it wasted. Why, we had food
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to give away for that matter and he would have his
workhends in. We'd feed ten, I've seen mother cook
for ten and fifteen workhands. I was weterboy, I'd
carry water to the fields, and two gallon, two jugs

of water was all I could possibly meke it with at that
age and sometimes I couldn't hardly. The fields were
pretty long; they'd be a couple of miles from the
house, Lon, they'd send me to the well to get water
for those felliows wutting up hay, and I don't know
why it is except it'sc usually at a hot Time of the
year, peoplie woriing in a hay field can arink more
water than any people I'wve ever seen in my life,

When I'd get back with a jug of that, and they'd guzzle
it down. Then it was right back to the well again;
and they used me for a gin boy; and that's about the
hardest job on a farm, being 2 gin boy. You'd rather
do anything else, much rather, then to gin.. All right,
the mowing machine would break down and they'd send
you about two miles to get a monkey wrench, FMonkey
wrench, and hammer and 2 pair of wire pliers was all
you had to wor!: with, a bale of hay wire; and they
could fix avcut anything. Well, there I'd go get the
wrench, by that time they'd need the wire pliers aznd
they hadn't told you. Iack to the house agzin to get
a pair of wire pliers. 3o, it was, I was the gin
hand, but I like it, yet, I didn't like it; I resented
it. I*d rather been working..

Did you ever get a clhisnce To work in the fields?
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No, by the time I got a chance o work in the
fields to amount to anything why I was in high school..
I was never back home anymore after that. The only
thing I didn*t resent about veing a gin hand was,

I don*t care how thirsty they was it didn't matter
to me, mother would elways cock, if it was green
bean time, and that would be at that time ol the year
when you're putting up hay, or whatever else, if
it was dry veen time, she'd set a huge, it held four
or five gaiions I guess, in a big kettle of green
beans. Because if you go feeding- In coming and
going for the water, as 1 said, it didu't matter how
thirsty they were, I knew that kettle of beans was
setting on the back of the stove and it was just about
half warm. On a coal stove, you know, they would

get them on the back and they'd stay good and warm
till the grease wouldn't be congealeda in them. So,
I'd teke time out, to pour me, and I slways did like
coléd coffee, Go yet, if I drink it, I'd rather. 1I'd
pour me a glacs full of cold coffee, dip me out a

late fulil of ther beans, a .ig onion,

3

W

viece of corn Lrezd and a piece of meat end Itd

b

just let thew stand out there in the hay field with
their tongues out. 50, I ave me, sziout three o'elock
in the afterncvo:i, I got mne, got uy second meal; and,

I don't kiouw, when ycu cre tirec and huncry, thoce
beuns, Ifve ncver eaten o creen bean zince that tasted

L

as food as those wLeens tected ot three o'clock in
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the afternovon, while soom of the men out there just
ebout died.. So that part of the jinning I liked. I

did get 2 btreak every once in = while.

L. Tilley: Were there plenty of men sround for your dac¢ to
hire to work?

R. Wheeler: There wag then, yec., Tou can't hire anycvody now.

L. Tilley: uh, Were these men, people who just lived in town
or around the area that-

R. Wheeler: Lived sround the ares. Some of then, Lon, out

in there, some people, uh, we used to say, and the

work ic still usec, I think it is a word, but we used
to say gouged. uh, They'd gouge around on 2 little
ten acre farm or something like that and about half-
way make a living, then they{d work the rest of the
year for my dad at a dollar aday end two meals. They'd

get dinner and supper.

L. Tilley: So that would be all the small farmers arouna would

hire out on the bigger farms?

R, Wheeler: Yes. They would have great big young men that
would do as raich work as anybody else and a dollar a
dey was a whole lot of money. 5o they'd work from
six in the morning until six in the afternoon for
a dollar =z cey and get two big meals and I mean

big meals.
L, Tilley: What was transportation like at this time?

R. Vheeler: Vell, it was either wagon, buggy, we had a buggy
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if you wented to travel fanecy. We had a wagon if you
wanted to take it a little slower and a little rougher
and sled which was reasonably fast in the wintertime
when the ground was frozen but terrible any other time,.
uh, and horseback. Then the nearest was a C&0 rail-
road which was, was asbout twenty miles to the nearest
station; and the condition of the roads then, it used
to take us, well, my father would leave home with e
peddling load, they called it then, I don't know what
it's callied now, if anyrvody does it now, I haven't seen
anybody selling anything in a long tiwe from a wagon or
a truck or anything else. I think they call it huckster-
ing now don't they? Well, he'd load up and leave home
about twelve o'clock one day to go to Paintsville and
Vanleer and luddybranch and various places up there
where there's aquite a few people live to sell

his goodes; and it would take him nearly all the after-
noon and vart of the night to get to town and put

up in what they called a livery stebles. L-i-v-e-r-y,
I believe is the way it, livery stebles; and they would
teke care of the horses snd they had lodging there also,
nearby Ior the drivers, owners, or whatnot. Then he
would spend the next morning disvosing of his load of
goods, end get back in home say late the following
night and I guess a big load of vesans, or corn, or
molesses, or what ever he had to sell, milk and butter,

chickens, eggs,vh, Lon, if he haGa a big dey, he probably
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wouldn't have grossed over twenty-five dollars, I don't
guess.. That was a2 big thing. DBeans was & dollar a
bushell, sometimes fifty cents, and a pound of butter
a2 dime, of course we had a lot of milk cows and we had
lost of butter but we didn't get much out of it. Eggs
about eight cents a dozen, =vporoximately eight cents,
hes been cheaper than that, I can remember selling

some for six cents a dozen. So I imagine hig, he

would be, he would have been lucky to have grosced
from a solid wagon load of whatever he would hzul,

twenty-five dollars wonrld have bveen big.

few]

Some of these guys rezlly meke the money now,

don't they, along side the roac?
Oh, yes.
Whet zbout your high school years?

Well, my high school yezrs, as I caid started at
arproximately eleven, between eleven and twelve, I
guess; ano I got a job at, uh, in &« drug store,
part-time. I went to work at thrce-fifteen in the
afternoon and workeC till eleveno'clock that night.

I worked Taturce,s snd Sundays, =uc went to nigh
school during the day ziid, believe it or not, kept my
gradeg up an¢ make good gracdes; ovut I did have sone
time worki:g in thi- drug store to situdy in between,
well you cidn't actuazlly, cidn't heve, the only time
you had a rush was wien the siow would be over and

everyboCy coure for an ice cream sods, Ceoca-Colu or
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whatnot; anc that was usually ercund nine-thirty to

about ten-thirty at night.

L. Tilleys: Where was this at?

R.. Wheeler: Paintsville,

Le Tilley: Pgintsville.

Re. VWheeler: Paintsville High School.

L. Tilley: And your brother wags the principal?

R. Wheeler: He wzs, yes. For sunrez years of ny high school,

I had my brother and then I hed my Aunt, taught me
English, taught English, then my brother weas elected

or appointed, I believe elected, to be superintendent
of the County schools and in my fourth year of high
school, I had a fellow by the name of H. G. Taylor, that

was, uh, principel.

L. Tilley: What was your brother's nane?

R. Wheeler: Arville..

L. Tilley: | Arville, you told me that a minute ago.

R. VWheeler: But the whole four yeers I worked. I do think

I missed out on some things which really didn't wmatter.
When I get to thinking anout it, it didn't metter. I
¢idn't, I never did participate in any sports for the
simple reason I never had the time. But I was never
much inclined to want to do it anyway. So, in fact
about tﬂe matter, I couldn't care less gbout sports
today.

L. Tilley: What did they emphasize in the high school?
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R. Wheeler: Well, we had to have four years of English in
Kentucky, I don't know if it has been changed or not,
but we had to have four years ofEnglish, two yeers of
foreign language, uh, preferable Latin because, well,
it had Latin and PFrench, but nearly everyone took the
dead languasge. And I especially took it because I was
wanting to go into medicine, was whet I intended to do
and did; and we had to have two years of Iforeign, and
it was, well, we hed three years of foreign but it was
optional, the third year j;ou didn't have to take it,
but you had to have two. You had to have,uh, math
two years, and algebra, and geometry, trig and it
dicdn't meake ary difference how many set credits you
had, you could have fifity, if you didn't have thecse

subjects you <¢idn*t graduste., You had to have them.
I Tllley: Did they have very many in high school?

R. Wheeler: I guess back then it was, compared to what you
had to go through to go, get to school, to go to high
school, I guess it was ortty good. IThere was, uh, I
graduated in twenty-nine and there was twenty nine in the
class. I don't remember how many we stvarted out with, Lon,

but there was twenty-nine gracuatea.

L.. Tilley: Did youw uh, go to college any?
R. Wheeler: Yes, I had two years at, which is now the University

of Louisvilie. It wes the Louigviile vollege of Yharmacy
at that time. It is consolidated with the University

of Louisville now, has been for years. It was in the
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rrocess, I think, of consolidaeting then; and I worked
off my two years apvrentice under old Doctor Vilson,
who 18 long been gone, deceased. You had to have

two years epprentice under a registered pharmacist
before you could enter in Kentucky. Now it's different
reguletions over here, and it's different over there
now, it's changed too. So, I had two years under him
and I had two years at, in Louisville, Louisville

College of Pharmacy..

Let's se

L

1929, thet was the year the depregsion

sort of started.

I had savecd o little bit not a whole lot working
in the drug store. Uh, We rented a three-room apart-
ment house, well it was just a little house but it
was called an apartments and my sister, my brother and
myself, uh, stayed in that, =znd lived in thet =nd, uh,
the entire four years that I was in high school; end,
g0, I don't remember precisely what I made per month
vwhile I workec¢ part-time end wens to gchool. Through
the summer mounths, he paid me a huncred and twenty-
five dollers =2 month. It seemu T0 me 1likhe 1t was
sizxty, wes my part-time pay; and I'd saved a.litile bit
of money ancd of course dad had money then., And there
was no sweat when I went to college but we was getting
a big tning from oil and gas. Then, uh, when I got
in college, of course, that '29 crash, you <idn't
rezally feel the effects of it until the following year,

L

actually ithne full imp:ct in other words. But it was
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nothing, Lon, to, uh, walk down Droadway; the Lrown
Hotel wus the lurgest hotel there was in Louisville

at thet particular time, It was ten stories and thet
was a big hotel back then, zud it wasn®t an uncommon
thing, sight to see, somebody either had jumped or

was in the process of jumping, thot had been rich the
night before and & pauper the next dey, jumping out of
the tenth sory, story of the Brown Hotel in Louigsville,
And it was just =2 common thing an¢ theyts committing
csuicide every which way. Well, in c=chuol, and I'm
sure you resiize, you don't really nave contzct with
the outsice world =g muchn. You kunow there'-. a {epression
going on, we kncw these thin~s but we didn't kiow

they was that bad. So it wenl on to the following
year, I guess it was, prctty sure it was, wi, nmoney
was, Gad was still in pretty guod shape but he wasg
getting cut beck on a lot of things, such as oil and
gas rental, that was cut to rock bottom and getting so
he couldn't sell his produce and having to throw it
away 2nc co»ldn't can it, and he couldn't eat it and so
what could you do with 1t? People didn't have the
money. So, the second yesr he borrowed some money for me,
four hundred dollars. That was to pay my room and
board, I guess, for the entire year, I never ¢éid figure
it up, I've forgotton, but I paid six dollars a week
for room and voarc, ant¢ we were fed well and housed
well. But anyway, he had senv me four hundred dollars
like todzy, Lon, I put it in the Fourth Street National

Bank in Louisville, 2n¢ the dern thing closed, didn't
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open the next morning. Now that ~as to pay my room
and boerd for, end that was borrowed money, borrowed
at the Paintsville National, Second National Bank

in Paintsville..
What bank did you put it in?

Fourth Street Netional., It was a branch ofthe
big bank of Louisville. So it didn't reopen. Well,.
I never did get anything back out of that. That was
the first big setback I had. There I was, I couldn't
pay my room and board and I didn't hsve any money either,
And he didn't have any more to send me. That was the
impact of the depression. So I went ahead; I managed,
I don't know how we managed, but I went ahead and finish-
ed up that year. I guess, I don't know how he got the
money, he may have sold something off the farm, I
don't remember, but anyhow, that was borrowed money,
he may have borrowed some more for me, I don't
remenver, but I went aheaa énd fisished up that year
and I &till thought everything was, you know, pretty

3

good. I dic¢n't reaiize it was tad. S0, with two

years you could texe, in Kentucky then, you could take
the State Board for agsistant registered pharmacist.
All right, I was making a hundred end twenty-five
dollers jerking sodas and, uh, a3 and understuay

under old Doctor Wilson before I went to school; and
that was oretty good hey. So, I thought, weil, I'll
take the Ztate poard ana get me an Assistunt Registered

certificate and I'11 get up there. I1I'11l make at least
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two hundred dollars a month, mayve, I did, I passed
that. So, I went out to apply for jobs. I went to
Hook, which was o« bpig chain; Bushmyer was another big
chain, Wallgreen, which was a big chain in Louisville..
Well, I don't know, there was several independent ones,
but I can't remember their nemes, but I can remember
them. I applied for jobs all over that town. Cause
me, I thought, boy I got something now, I got Assistant
Registered, I got a shingle to hang up and I don't have
no trouble. Well, I didn't have any trouble getting

a job, but it was a dollar a day for six aays, and

that was all.. I could hawe got plenty of jobs, in

Tact they wanted me but,uh, that was what they paid

and I run myself to death all over that town and it's =
big town. So, I thought, well, I made a hundred znd
twenty-five dollars a month working for old Doc Wilson,
so, I'1l go back and work for him. So I packed up

and come howme broke, now I mean 1 was broke. Well, at
home I went down to see Doctor Wison and he haa cut off

&

211l hig help. e and hieg wile was running the whole

0]

thing, soda fountain anéd 21l. He didn't need anytody.
50, there I was, golly, I had a helf, helf of a shiugle
anc no where to heng it. 5o I loefea arouncé for, and
lookeu for work and there just wasn't any, and if there
wes, they couidn't pay you anythingi and at thet time
my sinster lived in Paintsville ana I wes stajing with
her while I wes jooking for work. ell, my brother
lived there too but I always favored by sister and so

I never dic¢ stay with my brother much., But anyway, he
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got sorry for me I thiniz. I don't know if he needed
the work done or not and 1 guess that's beside the
point, but they had = lotof broken down school seats
from ail over the County, and tore all to pieées,

and so he give me a job at two dollars a day, I

thin. it was, to repsir those =chool seats, and if
you remember the olda school seats that's made of beech,
you couldn't out a neil in them, you couldn't put a
serew and you couldn't even bust them with a sledge
hammer, Well, I workel on those thinrs for about, I
‘don't know, two or three weeks or & month. Then they
had a few, thzy boucht a few ure-fabvec school louses,
cgoing frowm the one room schools th:t they had, to two
and three rooms and tiiey had bought these, uh, in
gsections ana they hired me to haul those choolhouses,
whole zections at =« time over thuse country roads.
Well, I hada some pretty narrcw e~capes .ith those things,
nownow that wes a whole iot of witht. You go hzuling
one room wich went %tosszsther manyte to sake three roonms
ané you n-ul<sl one whole room on sn old 1919 Dodge,.
that didn't nsrdly xnow vhether to go backwards or
forwards.. Iut anywey, I worked there a i1ittie wnile

an¢ Kroger grocery, tihat hcw come e in,uh, merch:znuice
businecs. Lriger Grocery ana Beking Cowmpaiy was the
first compuny, first of anybody tihzt had zny incenvive
to want to ¢o to work Tor, offeved me a jub. But Le
told me, he ==2id, Now, right now I cai't promise jyou
much, but he said that I'm sure you can work yourself

up. %nd i* was six dollars - week for kondsy, when
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they got deliveries, Monlay, Wednecday, Fricay and
Saturday, four days. Six dollars week, well, Lon,

that wasn't much money, but there was millions of

people that wasn't making any. And there wasn't no

such thing as going to the hand out and, and saying, well,.
I'm unemployed and I need some money, you just didn't

do it. You either worked, you eat or you didn't work

and you starved. Now that was the whole thing in a nut-
shell. Well, I was tickled to cdeath to get this job.

They put me into hustling procuce and I likeca it. I
worked the produce department for sbout three months

at six dollars a week, four days a week. So the supervisor
took a liking to me and he liked the way I was haendling
the produce and I alwasys ¢id like to handle produce, I

do right today.. I go into a store, that's the first place
I go, the produce department. I bvuy things I con't

even want, don't even like, Uh, He liked me and he

came in one day and he gaid, How'd you kike to go to
Pikeville, Kentucky as procuce manaeger, There was

a big store =2t Pikeville, ZHighteen dollars & week,

Lorc have mercy, how would I like to go? Eighteen

dollars a week, a junp from six to eirhteen. O0i course,

I had to work six days but what he heck. The days didn't
matter. So, I went to Pikeviile end I worked there

a year or two as produce managrer and thst's how come

me over on Floody Beaver, that was cloce to Weeksbury,,
Kentucky, =ama there wssn't too much incentive except

they painted a rosy picture, = fellow by tine name of

Fitzwater ca.e alonr, thet wes over Koppers Coal Company's
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stores and he was telling me what a nice place

Weeksbury was, and what a good incentive they huad to work.
So he offered me ninty dollers a month plus a bonus.
well, thet was a little bit more than eighteen dollars

a week, especially the bonus was. 50, I jumped at that
thinking; I didn't even go over and look at it. I

took his word for it. And, now thet had the equipment,
they had everything, that was like he said., But that was

the meanest place you ever stuck yoﬁr foot in.
What was the name of the place?
Weeksbury.
Where was that at?

That was in Kentucky; they called it Bloody

EBeaver.
How do you spell weeksbury?
W-W- Just like you spell week..

W—e-e-k?

Yes, So, oh, it was mean., One of the fellows
thet worked for me, I was manager, by the name af
Hatler Liall 2nd his dacay had twenty-two notches on
his gun. Iiis daddy had killed twenty-two people.
he was one of the finest fellows, Lon, you ever tealked
to in your life but he'd kill you in & minute. And
there his son was working for me, Vhich, his son was
a nice boy, Hatler was a heck of a nice fellow; but
he was dangerous. uh, And it was, well, it was nothing

uncommon on Saturday night for somebody to get killed
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at Weeksbury, nearly ever Seturday night or Sunday one.
I didn't stey thre too long, the money looked good,
ninty dollars a month was good and I'd get a little
bonus of four to eight dollars, I think it was, the
biggest bonus I'd get was eight I think it was; but
most of the time I bonused azround four and maybe five
dollars a month. I stayed there zbout two years and

I got my job back at Pikevillie. And I got out of there
and I come back. And was I glad to come back. I was
menager of wnat tey called department J, Lon, I had

the poolroom, soda fountain, the drug store, the
filling station ancé a picture show. Ve run the picture

show two nights a week..
Soundsg like a pretty big affair.

Well, it wzs a twenty-four hour a day job there so
it juset wasn't worth it. I mean, I did little physical
labor, all 1 did was manage but, goo grevey! 4ll of
that and have 2ll1 those people working for you. You
édidn't krow helf the time whit they were doing which
came outv all right but soon @+ I eould anc there was
an ovenninz, I came bzck to Pikeville to work ifor
Krorer Grocery and saking Company. So I didn't work
very, there long. Now that's about the extent of ny
life up to coming to West Virginic now.

Why 0i¢ you come to West Virginia?
I was transferrec.

Transferred Ly Kroger?

Yes, by Lroger in 1939. I worked there &t
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Pikeville until they transferred me to, uh, Matewan

to take manager of a store.

L. Tilley: During this time that we heve been tzlking about
from 1929 to 1939, what aid people think of the Presidents?

What did they think of President Hoover?

R. VWheeler: Well, they thought of I'resicent Hoover, uh, let
me replhiese this, people tack then were not educated
enough on politics as well as enouch of them are not
educsted on politics tudey. And they thought of Hoover
es a inan who could turn the button or flip a switch anad
do sometning. They c¢idn't know tuat you had Congress and
ycu had legislators and j;ou had senators enl, uh,
comumittees who were a bucking everything. So as far
as thinking of Hoover the rank and file and majority
thought of him as about the lowest I guess that any
Pregident could have been thought of. And they also
thought that of his mntality, which Hoover was a smart
man, but he had no, he didn't have any, He didn'?t have

a chance in a Democratic, uh, Congress from top down.
L. Tilley: Well, how did they see FDR when he took oifice?

R. Wheeler: Well, they saw him as a, you might say, a savior.
That's just about the way they saw him. The ignorant
did. And, but, uh, they didn!'t take that all in stride
like they should have. Now we had, during FDR's days,.
we had the WPA, they formed their unions and they went
against the gowernment, they,uh, marched against the
government, they marched against the courthouses, local

courthouses, they marched against the Stetehouse,
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—-—~ back then we didn't have any of the synthetic

gugs like we have now., We doctored, we made most of our
tablets and nearly sll capsules and practically, wee,

all of our exigzers, uh, and, uh, tonics and things like
that was made richt back in the store, backin the the
drug store. I've pressed a many a pill out with a little
pill press, filled many a capsule; and one interesting
story, while I was working off my apprentice. A fellow
by the name of Dr. Kessel who considerea himself very
smart and was, I'm sure. Eut, uh, he give, uh, a patient
a prescription foyp some of thiem pronounce it effé}dine

or é%ferdine; I think e%ferdine is more correct, for
efferdine sulfate, five reins taien as often as needed
and Dr. Wilson was out plaeying golf at the time this
prescription came in, and I was lerally qualifiecd to

fill prescriiytions all righ but I had¢ to do it, should

do it under his supervision. But he was out playing
golf., This man was nez=ding medicine bad, he thought..

He didn't but he thought he did. 3So, I, I vproceeded

to try to £ill it. So, I went back and we already had
those alreacy put in cepsules and one-fiith of a grain
was the largest dosare we had. 1t went from that cown to
about one-twentieth or one-fiiieth or something, I

don't remember now =nd curiosity got the vetter of me.
Now we had efferdine sulfate in the bulk and we had

the capsules. I could have put it up. I thought,

well now, if it is dosec out in five grain capsules,

why don't we have some? We got everything else from

one=fif{th on cdown, Cne-iif*h of a frain. &and, so I
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went to the Matura Medica. While the man was waiting

I was behind the counter doing some research. And

it seid that it shouldn't never be given in doses over
one-fifth of a grain at intervals, I forget the

hours now, that one-half a grain had proven fatal..

And there this doctor had prescribed five grains. Ile

wouldn't have needed but one for pain.
What ¢did you do about thav?

I went and celled the doctor and me being a little
0ld young squirt of a boy about eighteen or nineteen.
Oh, Cod, he went into an outrsge. He was the aoctor and
he said fill thet prescription the wey I wrote it. Well,
now I wes in the process of going giving it back to the
man.. There was another drug store on the corner and
I was debating whether to tell him we didn't heve it,
which we dicn't. We didn't have it in five grains.

And in the meantime I was thinking what if I tell him
we don't have it and he goes down to llagar Zrug and
they accidently fill it for him? He is o dead man,.
And so I was just stalling for time and here come

Dr. Degssel, was a shorv fat Tellow nearly as big around
as he was tall. e come paddlefooting it down that
street, wallec in *there. After I had talkec %o him ,
he realized what had hagpened and he wanted to see
that prescription. 4nd he dicn't even thank me or
anything, he was very arrogrant. He grabbed thal
prescription, wrote the iien anotlier ocne for one-
tenth of = grain not five. So he had looked it up

too. Zo anyway we savec the nan's life. l'e didn't
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die there anyway. I don't know what he died of..
It was close though wasn't it?
It was close.

You came over to latewan to manage the Kroger

store there? Whet was Matewan like then?

In '39 I think there's three udjectives that will
describe it.. Dangerous, uh, igrorant, I don't know
whether mean would be the work or no%, it was a danger-
ous to stick your head out. It was, ui, they treated

me Tine. I got along fine with them but I¥1ll declare

it was dangzerous..
Were the mines unionized tThen?

Yes, they had just got over their big, oh, they
had got over it in '22, '2% and '24, But there was
etill some carry-over of friction, I lived in an
apartment house up over the Droger, the Droger store.
And, uh, there was one side of the wall, it was a
plastered house, where the beoldwin-Phelps, which was
the detectives hired by the coal companies I guess,
hired by somebody enyhow, come in and tired to disperse
all, quieten them down, thre was five of trem, Lon,
the train station was right beck of my apartment, as
they got off the trein there was a bloody war issued
between union, the non-union was housed in wuy living
room and the Erldwin-Phelps and the non-union. Well,
the five Balcdwin-Phelps men, a= it was related tome.

I'm only quoting what was told to me, four of them
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was riddled with bullets, one died but had not a
scratch on him, died of fright. I don't know how
many others lost their lives but in the apartment,

all of one side, where they had used these 30-30 high
powers and what ever they had, macde 1ittle dishes and
they hadn't put the plaster over over it, they had
just painted; over the whole side of one wall of ny
apertment wes dishes the size of saucers where bullets
had hit and they were still talking ebout it in '39,
you know, it takes sbout twenty years for it to plumb
die out and there was still some, the fact zbout the
matter, there was o little of talking, and that had
been rone a long time, the Hatfieicds and McCoys was

a little bit, uh, there was still a little friction,
ceuse I had a Hatfield that worked for for me in
Kroger and I had 2 MeCoy. And, uh, they got along

but you know, there was little things they would say
that led you to believe they didn't care much for

each other, but they got alour woerking together.

Ch, It was ncthing uncommon, there, on Saturday nights
for somevody to get killed. Back then we used to put
a big displey of feed, produce, whatever we had to sell
that would stand a little bit of rain, a little bit sun-
shine and, thne weather in other woras, all outside and
line it up in front oi the siore, on the outside and
put price tags on it. The first Saturday Right 1

was there, I was out there bringing in my wears from
the ouside; bang, bang, bang, right besife of me. I

turned sround and a woman had shot snother woman, I
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was standing as close as from here to that door,
killed her. I later on worked with that woman, what
was her name, well, anyhow, later on when I worked
for hRedjacket Coal Corporation, she worked in the
store with me, uh, she was a Cox. Now, I can't think
of her first name. But that was, uh, a common event
for,uh, big street fights, or a killing, or something
like that to happen nearly every Saturday night.
Matewan was pretty rough back then. A lot of good
people lived there, but, some fo those good peovnle
would get out of line once and =z while, I had a girl
that worked for me, I thought the world of her, an
awful good worker, she had a sigter who was a nurse
in the lMatewan hospital, & little hospital there then
run by, old Zoctor Hodge. And one of the Chambers,
which the Chambers =re a big family today in [Mingo
County, and they were the top ficures back then, uh, one
of their sons, Brook Chambers's son, who was high
sherif{f, took this Farley girl out and, I don't know
if he raped her or what hapvpened, but sanyhow, he
killed her, run the car over her gseveral tinmes,.
claiming that they had a car wreck and she juumpec out
and he couldn't help it and he run over her, oput, uh,
as fer az I know he left there, he didn't serve a
day, he got out of it and went out West. I haven't
heard a‘thing {from hii since, aznd he might be dead

by now. He was, 1 believe, a little older “hecn I

am at thst time. And, ell, we had tie, we h 4 the

street gangs, uh, let's ses, thore was five bo, s, tuey
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had a nicknzame for them, that ccntrolled the streets
on Saturdey night. And, one was a Ward, one was a
Chambers, the other three, I can't recell. DBut you

didn't dare get in their way.
How long ¢id you stay in Matewan?

un, I stayed there until, let's see, we cloged
the gstore down, we couldn't make it there with Kroger.
We'd have uvig business one veek, that was peyday week
anc Kroger expected us to have e big buziness the
next weekend anc we had nil, We had the same ezmount
of help and #l11 this. 3o, we operated that, uh, the
only reason we were tliere in the Iirst place, a fellow
by the name of john Anerson, no, a feliow by the name
of Shannon hed crisscrosseé a fellow Ly the name of
McCoy. I believe in a2 poker game, I don't rcmember now
how the story goes, wut MeCoy owned the building that
I lived in. A fellcw by the neme of Sailor McCoy.
The Shannons were in business and was getting all

T

the uvusiness there wes iu lMaetewan et h=t time, in the
grocery busincss, produece. S0, uh, Sailor iun geviing
mzd -t him ond their rrietioviz, uh, instead of feuding,
he takes this store Tuilcding, which vas a w:ice builaing,
snd he gives Kroser free rent for ten years to come

in to try to put Shannon out of business. Well, that
happenea a1l risht, we put Shannon out ol business but
when the ten yesr Ifree lease was up, we weren't meking
enough money in the store with the fluctation, big

week one week =nd nothing the next week. Vell, we

had to pull out and so thet wes when I went with



L.. Tilley:

R.

Wheeler:

Laney R. Wheeler 37

Redjacket Coal Ccrporation, was when we pulled out.
They offered to send me to Louisa, Kentucky to a
little store they had down there at, uh, thirty-two
dollars a week, I believe. And I could have gone to,
uh, I could go to Red Jacket and not be responsible
for anything, working as a clerk for almost twice that.
So, I went with Redjecket instead of going to Louisa,

And I worked at Redjacket.
Where was this at, Redjacket Coal?

Well, they had five stores and I worked at all
of them, major branch, junior, number five, four
stores; major branch, junior, numwver five =znd number
gix, That's where I mace the sad mictake, mayve it
was and maybe it wasn't I don't know, but while
I wags with Kroger, uh, see, had, uh, combination
stores then, uh, The store manager done the butcher-
ing, managed the store and unless it was an awful
big store he 2lso managed the produce. And so,
they sent me to six weeks, two weeks butchering
school, Cincinrati. So during, uh, World War IL,
uh, they found out thaet I waes a pretty good butcher
and they couidn't get butchers. They had four stores
there, no butchers. &8¢ they paid me the same amount
of money they was pa,;ing a store menager if I would
butcher for the four stores, and that's where I umade
my mistaﬁe. I ought to huve *told them I couldn't
butcher. And I did, I bubclizred for tie four stores.

I cut it =t one store and shipved it to the octher three
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stores. So, uh, the contract was that when the war
was over, they would put me back in management but
they never did. But I didn't lose any money, Lon,
but it was, uh, will, I like butchering, it was all
right, there's nothing wrong with it except it's
monotonous, the same thing day in and day out. So
from there they transferred me, Redjacket Coal
Corporation transferred me to Coal Mountain and that's
how come me in Wyoming County in 1949. And I worked
under Redjacket at Coal Mountain until Island Creek
bought out Redjacket's holdings in '55, I believe was

the year..

Do you remember much about the beginning of Vorld

War T1?

Oh, yes.. I was in it. uh, They drafitec me anc
I never dia get to go. uh, Course, that's besice
the point, I {uess, but maybe you don't even want
this in it, but they took, uh; oh, yes, we gathered
scrap to ship over there to those Japs o throw

1

vack in our face. 1've got piciures of, uvh, scrap
heaps in Matewan thet looks like a five story buiicing
that covers a whole block. .here we had vur scrap
drives, we got every piece of wetal there was in the
river, Tug River, or anywhere. £%nd, then they were
taking them quite, well, wctually more than they hac
room for in the caups. S0, I went aown with a group
of eight hundrec, eight nuudrsd end three, I velieve,

to be exact. Took us into Hunti.gton for exumination
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and we had ©11 passed, I think, except two. There were
two from Letcher County, Dentucky, the ignorentest
county there igs in Kenitucky. Cne of them was in front
of me and the other wes tehind me. They had gone
through, greav big, healthy, young fellows, eyesight
good, heuring good, everything good, except illiterate.
And we got down to the literacy test, that was the last
thing. We were 2 coming through, the one in front got
turned <own, Tl:t, oun the literacy test. As we was
moving uw the one Lehind me said what in the hell am I
going to do, I can't read either. And they wanted to
to, they wanted vo gight. They wasn't tryins to get
out of it; they was verging to o0, but they woulcn't
take them. They were the only two that wes turned
down.. They were t:zking people thzt, I guess, should
have been turned coww but, they wac taking Then

4

pretty keen. Well, they hu«é eight hunarec and two
or three of us there and ro place anywhere to sena
us to camp.to take our training. They called all over
the country anc ior some reason they got a backlog of

peovle., Well, they kept us one night there.
What year wes this?

Phat must have peen  in.1940; it must have been
in "40..
Let's see, didn't Jepan bomb Pearl Harbor in '419
It might have been in '4l then. It was when
they was needing us bad. Now I con't, yes, cause I
remember listening to that on the racio in Kroger store,

when he daclsrec¢ war; when Roosevelt declarec war,



Laney R. Wheeler 40

Le Tilley: What did they finally do with all of you?

R. Vheeler: They kept us until the next dey, and, uh, they
finally found room for two people, that they could
send two of us. Well, I had cashed up; I had cashed
in my job, sold my ecar, moved my family back to
Pikeville, Pikeville, Kentucky and rented a place
over there. Had everything stashed away, and not
thet I wanted to go, Lon, but I came down there, I
was like those fellows, fellows from Kentucky, I come
to go and I thought I might as well go and get it
over with, I didn't heve any job to go back to. 8o
there I was a fellow there from Blackberry City, I
don't remember his nsame, uh, they had an openning for
one in a commissary, that's what they were going to
put me in and one that done some mechanixal work or
something and they were going to take him, which they
did teke hiw., And this fellow from tlackberry City was
about two-thirds drurk, mayke three-fourths and you
know your don't too much cursing and swarping around
a place like that and get by with it, but he did. Well,
he dicai.*t get by, but he cursed that sargeant, corporal
or whalever stripes he had, I don't remember now., Called
him everything under the milk, under the sun but a
milk cow anc¢ he seid, now, I came down here to go %o
this man's zruy, this is the way he put it, anao he said,,
I'm a goinr if there's a place, if you got cne openning,
I'm 2 going. He telled¢ so mean To him it was pitiful
and finally this Army sargeant turned around to me and

he said would you mind letting thal s.o.b. go in your
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place? I seid it woula suit me fine and he said you
can go back home and stay thirty deys and come back.
And you know, I don't know if this had enything to do
with it or not, they took that fellow on, I come

back home, stayed thirty deys. They took that fellow
on and didn't give him any training at 211 and in less
than six weeks he killed, and he never did come hack.
50, he saved my hide. And, uh, I come back and stayed
thirty days, went back andthey still didn't have room
for us. Of course, the war had begun to water down

2 little by that time, it wasn't over by any means

but it was watering down. 5So they sent me back for
fifteen days and in the meantime, the fifteen days
were a out up, they give me a deferment and gusranteed
me a job ana I went bacii to work. wut I worked unaer
a c¢eferment, Lon, for, looking every thirty days *o
have 40 go for abouvt Two years, and never did have to

Eb

What was your impression when the Atomic Somb

was used? Do you renember?

Well, personally, I was glad of it. uh, The
quicker it was over with lhe bester it is. They were
just slaushtering them. Well, they used it on us, I
mean they diin't use the Atomic but look what they done
at Pezsrl IHarvor. Cf course thet was all pre-planned,

I think. I think that our officiels on this side of
the globe knew we were going to bLe bombed. They
knew when, or approximately winen. I don't think I'm

the only one Shat thinks it either.
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L. Tilley: When did you meet Alice?

B.. Wheeler: Well, let's see, thet was '32 1 guess, the
latter part of '32 or ezrly part of '33. It was

while I was with Kroger in Pikeville. She lived in

Pikeville..
Ls Tilley: Were you marriec the gsane year?
R. Wheeler: ko, uii, we dated for & year or year znd z-healf,

I guess, Lon. I con't remember ezactly how long we
dated¢ but it was quite & wiiie. Ve were cdevating on
whether or not to get married on, on eighteen dollers
a week calary. And this fellow comne sziong irom
Wieeksbury, Kentucky anc oiferred me niity dolilars

a month plus a bonus so we got merriec and I took
that job, and thatt's, not gettings married wasn't the
worst thing I ever doue, but Lord have mercy, taking
that job over there was tie worst thing I ever uGone

in my 1ife, dangerous..

L, Tilley: iAno ;ou had two children?

R.. Wheeler: We hsc ithree., Vie lost onc when he wao six years
5 3 £

L. Tilley: When wes your son that's living born?

R. Wheeler: I guess about '34. uh, He is forty-one. Forty-

one from seventy-six. That don't make sense. uh,

L. Tilley: Is he forty-one?
_R.~ Wheeler: Yes.
L. Tilley: That would meke him what? He would have been

born about 19359
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I believe he was born in the latter part of '34,.
middle part of '34. He's, I guess, he's forty-two,

was his last birthday..
Vhat is his name?

Ronnie, Ronald Roy is his name but he goes by

Ronnie,

And, uh, your daughter?

My daughter was born in '38.

Let's see, What i: her name?

Betty Sue. And William Robert was born when
we lived in Matewan. William Robert was born in
about %42, cause he died in '48. and he was six

years old when he died, so in fact, he died on his
sixth birthday.

How long did you stey with Islanc Creek after
they took over Redjacket?

From'55 to '60, until they closed down everything
at Coel Mountain.

Why did they start closing down everything in
Coal Mountain? TIid the mines work out?

ot only Coal Mountein-

Did they start shutting them down 21l over the
place?

That was a pregidentiel switch-over, and they
claimed they didn't have a mzrket for their coal. Oh,

you know, they claim & lot ol things, wut this might

not be a good thing fIor Islanrd Creek to put on tape but
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they can close a mine down and make money. They
cen charge a2ll that off, because they only closed it
dovn from '60 to '62 and openned it back in '62.

But there was mines closing all over the country.

Say, we had a recesgsion or something. I can
just barely remember it. There were a lot of people
peop

out of work..
.0h, yes. Cut off.

Then, after they shut cown the uwtore at Coal

Mountain, was that when you went into World Book?

Well, I worked a little while for a fellow named
Ed Clesy over at Gilbert that has a super-market over
there.. I worked from first of October of that year,
see, we closed down the store June thirtieth. Then
from June thirtieth, I got =2 1little job, uh, uv at
Matheny, uh, for a fellow named Campbells, that
owned that little store, 0ld man Campbell from
Glen Rogers. He owned it, his son run it. He later
died of vpremasure, uh, life I guess was pretty much
premsture. e was very young, diec of a heart atitack,
over inculgence in wmany things. And his c¢on run it.
I worked for him, I think six wecks. Pay wasn't muck
and Bda Clesy oflferecd me, in the super-merket which was
a lot closer home, didn't have all this c¢riving to do.
S0 I went to work for him over there ané got a nundred
dollers a week, auvproximately a hundred collars 2 week,
maybe a2 little over a hundrec collarg a week; he let us

AL

have everything at cost, plus my salary, so I guess
J £ R
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actually it amounted to maybe & hundred and ten or
fifteen dollars a week. S0, I worked for him until

in December, right around Christmas time. uh, A

lady came in by the name of Ethel Shannon, which I had
known her at lMatewan. And she was district manager
then with World Book. It was just her way, I liked
her but she could, boy, she could turn you off sometimes.
She walked in and hse was getting something back in
the butcher shop there. I was in the butcher shop
over there. And she said, Wheeler, I don't know

how mueh you'tre a gettinug here but you're working for
a song and singing it yourself. Vell, my first
impression was, none of your businegs, at least I'm
keeping bread on the table. And I had & davghter in
college then. £And there's a lot of things you do

that you might not co if you hsad some responsitilities..

w

She was in Concord. And back then we didn't have any
give aways, crants, or znything else. I was footing
the whole bill. So & hundred collers or so a week
coumming in wasn't too bad. SBhe scid why don't you cong
with ur, anc I thought come with you, thunder, I
wouldn't work with you even ii 1'd never get s job.

But there wasn't toc much said there that alternoon

and I told her I*d talk *to hLer sometime when I wasn't
bucy anc¢ wes:.'t on avty. I was gett® « peid to work
there anc rnot to-, so anyw.y she invited me over tc her
hoize at Matewzy, lorth Vatewcn. o Alice and I went
over ons Su:rdsay, Lon. 1 listened to her story; I aicn't
believe it, except wha I wanted to believe, I bLelieved

my vart in 1t. “nd the noney culd e mace i World Book..
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And she got out vay checks and showed me, but she was
only showing me a pay check, I've done the came thing,
uh, one every now and then, whereas she didu't chow
you fifty-two pay checks a year, you know. 4nd she had
several there of eight, nine hundred and a thousand,,
Tifteen hundred dollars. But I'm sure she had¢ sone
thzt were almost nil that I ailn't see. Dut anyway,

I thought if as meau a2 talking woman as you are, il you
can do thi~ I know good and .ell I can. So, I took a
job. I signed up peart-tiwme representative, Her
Lrother was store manager at, uh, Wyoming for Island
Creek., They didn't close Island, they didn't close

the Wyoming store. Arthur and I sorkea together for
yeers and, a very fine feliow, he'd give you the

shirt off his ©back and Ethel would take it. That

was the difierence between then. They were twins,
that's the truth, they's twins. ©She'd take it; arthur'd
give it to you. He was one of the finest fellows I've
ever worke¢ with. I never did work for him but

I worked with him. 5o, uh, when she hired me, put

me in as a part-time repre-entative, just like Lucinda¥*
goes out here and hires someone pert-time., I didn't
know i2 I could make it or not but I thought if Ethel
Shannon can meke it, I can. I know I've got more

sense then thet woman's got. Well, she was smert,

Lon, But she was, I din't know, a mean talker,

About whet year was it when you took a contract?

Mrs. Lonnie Tilley
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That was in '60. So, uh, went to B4 Clay, that
was along just before Christmas end I said, Ed, I'm
going to be leaving you the first ol the year. That's
what I signed up for to teke effect January second.
And I thought he's, help was hard to get. DButchers
was hard to get, now it was no pronlem, you could
get ell kinds of help but you couldn't get butchers.
Well, he followed me zround 211 day long and he finally
upped ny salary to, I think, a hundred and twenty-five
if I'd stay. Well, thet kind of burned me up. I
thought if I*m worth a hundrea end twenty-five now,
whyr wasn't I worth a hundred and twenty-five three
months ago? You know that kind of goes against the
grain and he could have done a lot of things that
miéht have infiuvence me but that dicn't influence me .
That just burned me up. Well, I worked here for
arounc three months for around a hundred dollars
and I*ve been worth a hundred and twenty-five ell the
time, Well, =znyway, I tolcd him no, it wac definite,
thet I was croing. He said, VWell, You'll starve %o
dea*h., 1 seaid, YWell, I mey do it but I'm going to
try it. Well he gaid, I*1ll keep it open, you'll
be back in two wecks., I'll heep the job operns 1
said, no, if you czn fiu¢ & Ltutcher, get him, because
I won't be back. I miuce up my mwind if I aidut't go

bacl: there, I mean, if I didn't make it World Booling,

I wouvld go somewhere else. I wouwldn't go back there

after quitting. So anyhow, I got out, started on

January second, JJupposed to have gone to 2 training
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claess at Logan. It come a big snow. I hadn't hed no
training, the only thing I had was a picture of the
books, what they call a broadside, you know what that
is. I did heve an order book and a broadside and I
didn't know nothing. I didn't even know what World

Book was all zl.out, to tell you the truth about it,

had never hegrd of World Book. I hed heard of

[}

Eritennica and a lot of things; we hacd Iritannica at
home, my brother did. And he hac two or three others,

I don't remember whsat they were now, but, uh, Iritannica
stands out cause it's an old one. World Eook,

actually I'd never heard of. So anyway in this
interview they had told me that I could sell one out of
five. One out of five people you woulc call on, you
would sell. I bought thet story, and it does work.
It's true. It don't always work but it will if you
keep at it. And so I went out, no training whetsoever.
I didn't even know how, outside of counting them on
thet broadside, I didn't know how many books we had,

to tell the truth szbout it. ind,uh, so I was determined
to get my five calls in the first day and make one

"

sell. 20, I really put in = Gay anc¢ I had my five

calls in snd I didn't hee nothing; I hadn't even
gotten to first bacse. Hadn't even got close to a

sele,. Jo, or the way home, I was kincly discoursasec,

in the méantime, I had telkea to a business zcsociate
that livec right below e anc he caid, Wheeler, every-
body's got bookz, you had better rnot go in that business

because everybody's got them. W%Well, I got to thinking,
y 3 ¥y iy
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maybe they do have, I don't know; and he said, you'll
stzrve to death in the book business. He said, you can't
make it. IHe said, you can't sell books.. The last
works he said to me gave me more cCetermination than
anything. He said, have you alrealCy recigned and
given up you job? And I se2id yes. He pointed to a
little, o0ld '55 Ford he had =2 gsitting out there and
he said, you better pet in that daun car and get back
over there and get you job tack. JYou'll starve to
death in the book business. lell, I dic¢n't. uh,

50 I mece my five, getting back to my five cells,

I%d meke uy five and I thought, now by George some of
these people might have been right. An ola fellow
that lived risht below me over there, coming back in

end I was just z 1ittle bit discourarsed anc I stopped

)

nd

—

said, Pra:k, I'a just like for you to listen

4.

to me for

©

Tfew minutes a:d cee what I'm a coing
wrong. He cidn't know enough about it; he woulcn't
heve known i1f I wags doing zomething wrong but I
neecdec company I guess. And so I went through oy
little sales pitch the best I could cause I didn't

really, except whet I coulé read ofi, that's

know any,
the only time I ever got nervous.. I got through, I
wasn't expecting him to buy. I wasu't tryins to selil
him,. I just w:nted him *to listen (o me. VWhen I

got throﬁgh, he sail, I'll take them. I was so
nerveus I coulcn't write my name; I couldn't write
the orrer up. $So he vought the whole thing. Well,

that was & vretty rood, will, thal was tiie sixth cne
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ey

but that was £tvill one out of five. I coula have
gone on four more and maybe got aunother one. That
woula have been two out of ten. They woiked a..d sO
that dcne me a whiole lot of gooa. Thot fellow buying
them. Now, he bought them, I dicn't sell them to him.
I'd say he just bought them. bBut he had a house

full of children. So, I went out the next dey and I
sold one or two. And you know, when you've sold

one that's the best time to sell another one and

not let it rice, if you let it ride like Lucinda

and I doegs for two 2nd three weeks and don't even

to out, well, it's pretty hardé to get the first one.
I1f we can get tne firstone, it's easy to get another
one., L1t does something to you, I don't know. Anywey,
I made about a hundred and fifty collars that week
and didn't work helf the time. So, thet wasn't

bad for my fir:t week out., That was more money than
I had been making in the stores. And I went one the
second week and done ell right, done pretiy good,

I aon't remember what I made but seemed like I had
four or five s=zles, make about a hundrec snd Iilty

or a bundrec¢ and seventy-iive collars, unayve TtTwo
hundred. So, 1 wag riading pretvty high horses anc

I think it was the third week, to show you how the

law of averages will catch up with you one time or
other, and it caugcht up with me. I'd been selling
like, the iirst one was one out of six. From then

on it was one out of two and one out ofthree. And,

uh, the third week I went out one londay; I worked
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all day and there's nopody knocked on more aoors than
I knocked on. I got in but I didn't sell. I never
had any trouble getting in; it was selling them

after I got in. Some people has trouble at the door.
I never did have theat. Monday, I come back home,.
nothing 211 day. Well, Alice didn't say anything
that day, cause I guess, she figured it was logical to
have a bad day, one out of six or one out of seven.

I went out Tuesday, 211 dsy long, nothing, anda come
in that night. She didn't say wmuch. She said, what
did you do todey? And I seid the samething I aone
yesterdasy. S0, she went =iead and Tixed uy dinner;
we ate, &nd nothing was sszid., I went out on Wednegday
and it was the ssmething, Lon, i eouldn*t even give

a set away, I reckon. Came home. She said, well,
what did you do today? I szid, the same I done
Monday and Tuesday. Well, it's nct what she says;
it's the way she says it that, oh, God, it can just
paralyze you almost. Zhe seaid, well, Roy, just like
the world was going Lo come to an end. I thought,
gee, whigz, how much I needed thet. Well, I s=id,
well, I gues: the law of averares is catching up on
me, avbe I1'11l cdo something tomorrow. I weni out
Thursday, blessed goodness, I didn't get anything.

I know it now but then I wes so eager to get a sale
that it was showing. Then I got home. Jhe s=id,
well, Loy, don't you reckon you might have got in

the wrong business? I said, well maybe I did, I

don't know. I went out on "riday enc I didn't
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have a thing on BEarth. At sixo'clock at Mallory,

I didn't have nothing.. Didn't have any, not even
close to a sale. I stopped at 2 little service
station there to get two dollars worth of gas to
come home on.. I had spent gasoline that whole

week and bought my lunch; I used to take my _inch.
Didn't buy my lunch bul still I spent a little bit
every now an¢ then. And this lady,

I hact Leen up on this kill, previous, earlier in

the day, she wasn't at home. She come to the ledge,
a ledge, like over look there at the service station
end hollered and wanted to know if I wasn't the vorld
Dook maii. I almost felt like ssying no. but she

de

said when you get through, come up to the house..

I went up and I so0ld her, uh, orld Dook anc¢ Childcraft..
How it peys a lot more today but then it psid forty
dollers and fifty cenls.. And that was pretty good
hey back then. And so thet kind of build me up.

It really wesn't a hard cele, she was, you inow,

in a2 nction of Luying them. That kind of built me
up 50, coming up to Landiville, wnich is only about
three or four miles, maybe less, from where I was..
I decicded to male another c¢all. And I did, end I
soll aunother one witih a Childeraft. That wes forty
dolliars and Iifty cents more. ‘ell, I was kindly
fecling pretty purt by thet time, as the old farmer
woul: s:y it, so I came on to within six mile of
home &nd ma“e one more ca'l and sold another one,

World Dook an? Chiideraft. ‘‘ell, that was a hundred
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znd twenty-one dollars and fifty cents 1 had made in
about two hours snd I hadn't mezde nothing all week..
I don't know what that did to me but I coulcn't
gleep a wirk that nigh. 1 drunk coffee znd smoked
cigarettes all night long. Coulda not, I just could
not go to sleep. To think I had rmade 2 hundred and
tweity—-one doll:zrg and Iifty cents in two hours. znd
I had worked ail week for nothiig. Iuvt thait's the
way the low of wverases can get up on ;0U. .0,
anyway, 1 done zll ivight as a reprecentative. A
1ot of these represenvatives think they can't make
it, "ut I done &s rood =2s a represenvative, I guess
as I did as a marager sometimes, uh, If you know
you got to get it and you know you can get it, you
can make a hundred and fifty to two hundred dollars
a week, All you have to do is get out there and dig
for it.

When did you take 2 managing position?

They would set me on a high pedestal every time
I went to Charleston to 2 meeting and, the ting that
always wvurnec¢ me up, Lon, Bthel would rear back and
say, look whe: 1 treainea., She dicn't trein me; I
never had no training.

Ethel?

“thel Shennon. she was in district manager and
I took =all the honors there was, going and coming,
top wan. G0, Delrmus Elkins was regional manager and
Zthel wes district. Well, I was doing so good, and

when aunyone is doing good then you sre sunposea
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to do, if you use any common sense and reasonable
judgement at =211, is elevate them. Don't wait until
they die plumb out, just like we done Lucinda. Just
as soon as she was ready we was ready to do something
for her, Now a lot of managers doesh'f carry that
philosophy, but if you can have two or three people
a little but, it is better than one doing a whole
lot for you. So, uvh, well what 1 meen is money wise.
‘It‘takes a little of your owerwrite, see, when you
put somebody in as area manager but in turn, that
erea mangzer is going to hire somebody and you're
going to make up for what you lost ana more too.
Ethel Shannon couldntt see that so Delmus Elkins
wanted to put me in as erea manager but Ethel was
against it. She wanted to get &ll that big over-
write. I was chalking up two and three sales a week
and sometices five, I was hitting the tips. I
guess keeping her from starving to death too. And
g0 sny how Delmus over rulea., In May, Delmus went
ahead and signed my contract as area menager. 1
worke¢ from January to May on & parit-time represeunt-
atives contract. le cignec uy =rea manager anc at
that particuler tiame, Artiur, ner brother, told hcr,
Bthel, Roy will have your job within six wmonths at
the rate he's going. Ana 1 aid. but I didn't realige

I was going to get it.

Let's see that was regeionel mauager? You wenst

from area wanazer to digtrict?

I went from ercvs o cistrict. I was only area
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for a month or two and I went right on in to daistrict.
30 on district I got a salary plus. And made some:
good money but it costs a lot of money to finance all
this. DBut the point I was trying to get at was all
these people said I would starve to death.. I lived
fine and I enjoyed it.. And I enjoy it yet, I just,
uh, after I have got, after they retired me and after
I have finally got adjusted, I'm really enjoying it
more: than ever cause if I want to get out and gsell

I ecen and if don't, I don't.

Let's see, they retired you last year didn't

they.

Yes.
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