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Luigi DiTrapano 

JM: This is an interview with Mr. Luigi DiTrapano. The interview 
was conducted at the home of Mr. DiTrapano in Charleston 
on November 5th, 1981, by John Morgan of the Charleston Gazette. 
I have your birth date ••. 

LD: October 1, 1989, 1889. 

JM: And you were born at. 

LD: Sezze, (Italy). At that time it was province of Rome and 
now it is a province of, they made it three provinces. So 
one was s~eze located in, geographically. 

JM: Now the name of the place you were born is spelled Sezze? 

LD: That's right. 

JM: Did you have any brothers and sisters? 

LD: Yes, one brother, Albert. He was in America a long time. 
He went back on account of his health. And then another 
brother, a teacher, used to be over here, a couple of years 

J ago he was over here. Stayed about 40 days. We made us 
some wine then. He asked me to make the wine and we called 
that wine "John wine." His name was John. 

JM: John wine? 

LD~ Uh, huh. 

JM: Well now let's see, you have one brother named Albert? 

LD: Then another brother, who died recently was Bob. He was 
hereo He died about three years ago. 

JM: Which one did you name the wine for? 

LD: John, the one that is in Italy. His name John, Giovanni. 
So in America it would be John. 

JM: How do you spell that? 

LD: (Spells) G- I-0-V-A-N-N-I. 

JM: And you named the wine for him? 

LD: Uh, huh. 
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JM: I understand you are pretty good at making wine. 

LD: Well I've been making it, well, let's see, since the time 
of prohibition, that was what year, 38, no, ·1929. Since 
1929. I wasted a lot of grapes before I learned it. I 
just tried to remember the way my father used to make it 
and of course the facility, the things the old time over there 
and I had to do the best I can. My bathroom washtub, use 
other container before I put them in a barrel. Anyway I 
made it and pretty good I finally the time every year. 
I always make it a little better. 

JM: You make it once a year? 

LD: Once a year. Every October when the grapes come from 
California, when they are ripe and the price, the price 
this year is sky high. 

JM: You just make enough for family use? 

LD: Just family use. Sometime make 50, sometime 30 gallons. 
And that's about, we give away what we don't drink. 

JM: What do you call this wine? 

LD: What's the name of the grapes we use? Muscatel grapes. 

JM: Okay. Now you came to the U.S. in 1905. 

LD: Yes. 

JM: Why did you decide to cane to the U.S. ? 

LD: Well I was grown up and at home I didn't have any or enough 
finance to send me to school. I wanted to attend school, 
but they can't afford that so I better find another way to 
start life. 

JM: You woul:l have been 16 then? 

LD: About 16 approximately. I wasn't quite 16 until October 1. 
Because I left there, it was in June, I was 15 theno 

JM: Did you come with a group or on your own? 

LD: Well I come with another fellow from Sezze too. At that 
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time there was a law that under the age, I have forgot what 
age you had to be before you could come by yourself, you 
had to come with another person. So he will be responsible 
for you to get to your destination, when yo~ find which one 
you were going to meet. 

JM: Now where did you first land in the U.S.? 

LD: Sutton, West Virginia. That's where the railroad was the 
closest to Gassaway. Because I was to go to Gassaway. That's 
where my cousin was established. 

JM: Well I mean your ship. 

LD: Oh the ship come to New York. From Naples to New York. 
She took 21 days, 21 nights. 

JM: You remember the name of the ship? 

LD: It was a German ship and it was Hamburg, or something of 
that sort. The burger, I don't know which one would be 
the right one. It was a pretty nice size boat at that 
time. I believe the capacity was around about 15 or 20 
thousand tons. The ship was just for carrying the immigrants 
from Europe to A~erica. 

JM: Did you come directly from New York to Sutton? 

LD: To Sutton, West Virginia. There was my cousin meeting me 
there. Then we crossed a little, over there, walking. We 
got to Gassaway. I don't know what kind of route it was, 
a kind of short route from Sutton to Gassaway to make it 
shorter there. 

JM: How did you go, did you go by train from Sutton to Gassaway? 

LD: From Sutton to Gassaway, we walked. 

JM: You walked? That's quite a distance to walk. 

LD: Yes, but it was short. It wasn't like on the road. It was 
just kind of, you know, the Indian trail. 

JM: You took a path through the woods? 

LD: If I would go back there, I would never recognize it. 
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JM: Okay, now what did you do at Gassaway? 

LD: When they was building the railroad there and there was a 
gang working there and so they gave me a job carrying water. 
I was the water boy. 

JM: Did you work for a company or 

LD: Was company I think. I don't know whether it was coal and 
Coke Company, or who it was, I was working under the contract. 
Someone had a contract and was working for the contractor. 
I couldn't much tell. I couldn't remember very much. 

JM: A construction company or a railroad company? 

LD: The people who were building the road at that time. 

JM: Do you recall how much they paid you then? 

LD: I believe it was $1.40 cents for 10 hours. 

JM: That wasn't bad then. 

LD: No. $1.40 cents was pretty good. 

JM: How long did you work as a water boy? 

LD: Well I have forgotten now exactly the period of the time. 
It wasn't very long. Because we, when this work was almost 
cut off, that when we come in, in Cabin Creek. I must have 
been there about six months, at Gassaway, then we come in 
Cabin Creek. There was building a short railroad over there 
in Cabin Creek too, and an Italian name of Dominecki had the 
contract, and went to work with him at the same line of job. 

JM: You were still a water boy? 

LD: Uh, huh. So when this work got finished, then we were 
looking fora job around the mine. So I went in a mine there, 
and I got hold of a shovel. The shovel was almost ~as big as 
I was. I couldn't handle it, so I have to look around for 
some other joba So I went over there and I got a job as 
helper on the tipple. You know they used to clean the coal, 
if there was any slate in it or level them up when the chute 
sometimes flat, you had to kind of level them up and them in 
the line and then in the switch. So I did that work and when 
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who was doing the job quit, so I was left to do 
So I had learned, just about the operation, so 

help and the help was a lot older than I was. 

that 
they 

JM: Well, now let's see. You were doing mainly fhen, you were 
leveling up the coal. 

LD: Filling the railroad cars with coal. You know how the mine 
is made. They have this bin with a dump and they mine the 
coal from the mine into the bin. Then right under there is 
a railroad that you drop the flat or whatever the car is 
under there and they have the chute, and you pull the chute 
there and dump the coal in the railroad car. 

JM: Did you do that? Did you~pull the chute? 

LD: And sometime I had a hold of my foot under the rail to hold 
myself because it was heavier than I was. It wore me out. 

JM: But now you pulled the chute, and what else did you do? 

LD: Well when the railroad car was loaded, then drop them down 
to switch. They would switch, you know. To around about 
10 cars, maybe more, 10 railroad cars. And that was the 
job. When they load one, they had made the railroad kind 
of slipped down so the car run itself and you guide it 
with a brake. When you got to the place where you want 
to stop, then you turn the brake back and stop the car 
where you are supposed to load it. 

JM: Where was the brick, in under the wheel or ••• 

LD: The brake, you know. 

JM: Oh, the brake, okay. 

LD: Sometime in the front of the car and sometime in the back. 
Whatever it come, you had a brake stick what they called 
and used that to guide the car with that stick. 

JM: You did that? You got in the car and used the brake to 
guide it? 

LD: Yes, to guide the car right on to the chute so I could 
fill up with coal. 

JM: I see. They would bring it up there close and then there 



Luigi DiTrapano 6 

would be a little slope that the car would run down. 

LD: Run down, uh, huh. 

JM: And you would fill it up and then you would run it down 
another little slope to cnnect up with the train of 10 
cars, you say? 

LD: Sometime we load 10 and sometime we load 15 and sometime 
when they screened the coal. You see this place where I 
was working, they had a soft coal mine. We called it No. 2 
mine. Then a No. 3 mine was hard coal. And this hard coal, 
sometime they screen it, make a •.• coal. slack and lump 
coal, make three different kinds of coal. And when they 
are under that kind of coal there and with the soft coal, 
sometime we run about 20 railroad cars daily. 

JM: Now how long did you work at that job? 

LD: Well, I worked at that job until I went into business. I 
believe it must have been, let's see we went into war 1917, 
I think. I was already in the business about a month, a 
year and a half, I was in the business. 

JM: Didn't you work with an engineer too? 

LD: Yeah, that's the beginning when we went in there, when this 
work was done with this fellow name of Domineck that had 
the contract to build this road. When that was finished, 
then some engineer over there. They were the engineers 
that opened this No. 3 mine, and I worked with them quite much. 
I remember one incident that when I was, telling me which 
way to go over the line toward the stake, I ran into a bunch 
of pheasants, scared the heck out of me. They flew all at 
one time you know. I didn't knON what . 

JM: This is, was out in the field somewhere? 

LD: In the field, up in cabin Creek. 

JM: While you were helping the engineer? 

LD: Yeah. I was helping the engineer. His first name was Roy. 
I have forgotten what his other name was. He was a nice 
fellow. In school I was quite much fond of geometry, and 
this fellow spy me and he took me in. You know I had an 
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intelligence to correspond with his whatever he was telling 
me to do. Even if I didn't speak good English, he know 
that I understand him, the meanness of all those he had. 
I worked with him quite a bit. I work with him measure 
inside the mine too. Because first they make the plan 
outside of the mine, then they make the plan to go inside 
to get the coal in. And then they do all this work. It 
was pretty hard to work with those engineers, new one, and 
have to make a path, have to watch for the snake. 

JM: Well now about how long did you work with the engineer and 
with the mine? 

LD : Well it must be I work with them about two or three months, 
then off and on he come and get me where I was working and 
take me, what I was doing and go with him. 

JM: That was before you worked on the tipple? 

LD: That was the same time when I was working on the tipple. 
If he need me he come and get me there o And substitute 
somebody else over there, then I go over there and take 
the job again. 

JM: Now in all the time that you worked with the engineer and 
on the tipple, about how long was that before you went into 
business? 

LD: Let's see, I went into business, I believe it must have 
been in 1916, just a little before the war broke out. 

JM: That would have been 11 years after you got here? 

LD: Yeah. 

JM: That's quite a long time. You worked up there 11 years? 

LD: Uh, huh. I presume about 10. Because the rest I was in 
the business. Precisely the number and the ti~e is pretty 
hard for me to figure. 

JM: Yes, but just approximately, it would be about 10 years. 

LD: About 10 years. 

JM: Okay. 
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LD: Then when I went into the business, I had to leave the 
business to go into the army. 

JM: Yes, now I want to go back here a little. When you first 
came to the country, did you know any English then? 

LD: No, I was anxious to learn. I know there is an Italian 
that speaks English, real broken. I can't understand that. 
They weren't talking good, so I got acquainted with a boy 
by the name of John Holmes and this boy didn't mock me 
whenI make a mistake in talking. He correct me and he 
tell me how to say it. That's the way I learned it. That 
was a real gift for me to meet him because he liked me. 
He was a nice looking boy. He like to take me home and 
his mother fed a pie, gave me a piece of pie. They tried 
to make me drink buttermilk. I never drink it before. 
And after that milk was spoiled. I never could put it 
down. I can't understand how to drink spoiled milk. 
This lady's mother started making me understand that it 
was milk, and they used the milk to make biscuits and also 
good to drink. But that sour added in the milk, I can't 
put him in. I can't swallow it. John helped me a lot. 

JM: Now when you left home and got on the ship, did you know 
any English then? 

LD: None at all. 

JM: So everything you learned was after you got here. 

LD: Well I was thinking of an episode in the boat. I was in 
third class and a young man, a fine fellow, he was second 
class and every morning he come down and look for me and 
want to talk to me. He know I can answer his questions. 
And he ask me what are you going to do in America? I says 
well I'm going to do something. He says, to do something, 
what kind of business you go in? Well I ain't going into 
business because I ain't got any money. How much money 
you got? I got $20, that's all I got. What are you going 
to do with $20? Well I don't know, when I get there I have 
to figure out what I'm going to do. And he wants to know 
how I'm going to do in America, so little and ~ithout any 
money. And he says you not be able to work. He say you 
too little to workc I says I'm going to do something. 

JM: But you, during those 10 years you learned. 
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LD: Learned the business. 

JM: And learned English pretty well. 

LD: In the beginning when I was in business, when the salesmen 
would come in, the salesmen come in once a year, he ask me 
to see my father. I tell him I am the father, I am the 
father, I am the son. 

JM: You were so small. 

LD: I was so small and young, you know. No piece of beard on 
my face. I get beard when I'm about 21. 

JM: No beard until you were 21? 

LD: No beard at all. 

JM: Well now while you were working in the mines or while you 
were in that area, the mine wars were developing in West 
Virginia? 

J LD: Yes. 

JM: You were aware of that, weren't you. There was a lot 
activity relating to the wars, was there not? 

LD: Yes. 

JM: Were you involved in it at all? 

LD: In what? 

JM: In the mine wars? 

LD: Nothing that I understand in the proceeding. 

JM: The union was trying to organize the miners. 

LD: Later on, way late, I believe it was around my last two years 
that I work, that people come in and try to organize. And 
they had the mine guard, and they don't want you to sympathize 
with the miner. It was pretty tough. 

JM: That would have been about 1914 and 1915, along in there. 

LD: Along in that area. 
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JM: Did they approach you personally and ask you to join the 
union? 

LD: Oh, yes. They come to you and you sympathize with them. 
That's all you could do. Because if they find it out 
that you sympathize with them, you are just out of a job 
right away. The company didn't want no union in there. 
They was fighting it pretty hard. So you had to make 
two-face. You had to sympathize with the union and sympathize 
with the company. 

JM: Did they threaten you in any way? 

LD: The miners? 

JM: Well, the union people. Did they say if you don't join 
we might do this or that? 

LD: No, there never was a threat. 

JM: Did your employer, did he threaten you at all, or let you 
know that if you joined the union something might happen 
to you or 

LD: Well, the superintendent mostly, his name was Quarrier. 
He once found out something from me. And I tell him as 
little as I can tell him and he say what do you think 
about. I say well I don't know that I can pass my judgment 
and they had been working pretty hard to organize the place. 
I tell him the truth. 

JM: But you let him know that you weren't really interested in 
joining? 

LD: Joining, no I didn't tell him just the exact way I felt 
about it, I just tell him the large, just think to be 
peaceful with them. So I would give up my job, so I had 
to work there. Because it was the only thing, resource 
I had. I had to work, I didn't want to run around the 
country without a job because no experience and I still 
was too young to go around with a gang looking for jobs. 
I was pleased with the job I had and I tried to keep it, 
even if it was hard on me but I was pleased with what I 
had. 

JM: Did the miners go on strike while you were working there? 
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LD: No, when they come in that they, they shot up, they had 
some shooting. I think, so we got kind of scared. I 
just left the place, left the place and went around to 
Logan to look for a job and I see the place around there 
was worse than ever, even the people that I was associated 
with were no good and the place was no good and I went to 
try to work in the mine and was no good. So I went back. 

JM: How long did you stay in Logan? 

LD: Oh, I think about a couple of months. 

JM: Tell me again, why did you go to Logan? 

LD: Well to get away from trouble. That shooting that was 
carrying on. 

JM: Was there actually some shooting right close by you there 
in Cabin Creek? 

LD: There was shooting, local. 

JM: Did anybody get killed or. 

LD: Well some got hurt and some got killed, but none that I 
know of them. Because it was a bunch and the company had 
this mine guard and you know they was well equipped, the 
only way they could get the advantage of the miner, because 
the miner had to do like the Indian used to do, get them in 
surprise as they come in while they was pushing to also well 
organize and the poor people had a pretty hard time there. 

JM: Well now as I understand it in April of 1912, there was 
strike in the Paint Creek area and this spread over into 
the cabin Creek area. 

LD: I believe it was later than 1912, as far as I can remember. 
Because World War broke in '14, and I remember that good 
because when, was with me, he went back there because he 
wanted to serve his duty there, soldier duty. You know, 
when a certain age you have to, in the time of war they 
have to serve the army. And I put him do not go, but he 
went but got killed and never did come back. And that was 
in '14. And this strike business come into work around 
there, around about '15 I think. 

JM: Was it fighting between the guards and the union people? 
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LD: The union people. 

JM: And there were some killings you think. 

LD: Yeah, there was some killings. 

JM: Did anybody that you }mow get killed. 

LD: No, nobody I know. They just what the rumor was, to see 
the people or the shooting, I never did see it. I never 
did see it because I never went out to expose myself to 
the danger. 

JM: Did you ever see any marching on the part of the miners? 
You know they would march here or there to try to demonstrate 
what they were trying to do? 

LD: No, I never did see them marchingo I remember when I was in 
business one time the, I believe come in from distance, this 
man. They was rebelling against the contract. The union 
was already in possession. But they had a pretty good scrap, 
come in the store there, and got a couple of guns from my 

.• 1 window. I remember that incident. 

JM: Would you repeat that again? 

LD: They come in from outside Cabin Creek, not people from Cabin 
Creek, and I knew it. They come in there, well, asked for 
something to eat. I gave it to eat. But they got in the 
showcase, and they got the gun out of the showcase. They 
made me kind of mad about it, because he was a robber. 
Anyway he took the gun. 

JM: This was in your store? 

LD: In the store. 

JM: They came in and took a gun out of the showcase. 

LD: That's way after. I forgot what year was that. They had a 
pretty good dispute between the contract and the miners and 
the company. They had, it looked like the company was 
wanting to abolish the contracta And the union was fighting 
pretty hard to keep in possession of that. But they had a 
pretty hard time. 
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JM: These were miners who came into the store and took the gun? 

LD: As far as I could acknowledgeo Sometime you know the bad 
people get into a crowd like that, the robber, and blame 
the organization . It might have been a real miner that 
did that. But anyway they robbed the store. 

JM: Was this before the war or after it? 

LD: I believe it was after the World War I. I remember because 
I had to come back. 

JM: Do you remember any time when they had martial law? 

LD: Yes, I believe I remember that too. 

JM: I think Governor Glasscock declared martial law. Do you 
remember that he was governor then? 

LD: 

JM: 

LD: 

I remember this happening, yes. 

What did you have to do then, under martial law? 

Well, personally I did a lot of thinking, did very little 
action, I did a lot of thinking. And you have to obey 
the law, and when the law was that, you had to do that. 

JM: Were you scared? 

LD: Not really afraid, but it wasn't worth living under all 
that pressure all the time o It wasn't pleasant either. 

JM: Did you have to stay off the streets, or stay off the 
main road? 

LD: At certain times. 

,JM: You have to be in at a certain time at night, in those times, 
of course you were still single at this timeo 

LD: Yes. 

JM: Where did you stay, in a boarding house or •• 

LD: No, after we got married we built an apartment on top of 
the store, one apartment for myself and one apartment for 
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for my partner. That was after we got married. But before 
we got married, I bought a house there, I still own the 
house, and we got a housekeeper, and she did the cooking 
and the cleaning, and it was along time until I got married. 

JM: Did you take in boarders? 

LD: No, just me and my partner, and we had this lady that she 
cooked and she cleaned. She washed our clothes and keep 
the house clean, just a housekeepero 

JM: He was your business partner, what was his name? 

LD: DeGeorge. 

JM: Okay, now tell me what kind of business was this? 

LD: Well in the, we used to call them general merchandise. Of 
course we handled shoes, we handled piece goods, we handled 
hardware, we handled meat, we handled groceries, we handled 
all of that stuffD 

j JM: Now you went into this business, was that about 1916? 

LD: Just about the time when I went in the army. When I went in 
the army I was in the business. I left myfE.rtner, DeGeorge, 
in charge. And another boy, he was an Italian boy too. His 
name was Lardens. He knows more about reading and writing 
than DeGeorge dido And so I left him and I went in the army. 
When I come back, I had to work almost a year before I got 
out of debt. They got me in debts real bigo 

JM: Well now you were in business something like a year before 
you went into the army, weren't you? 

LD: Yes. 

JM: can you tell me about, can you remember any of the prices 
you charged then for beans or whatever you sold? 

LD: Yes, the beans were averaging right about five cents a pound. 
The sugar about six cents a pound, the coffee, you can only 
get out-of-pocket coffee at that time, was about 19 or 20 
cents a pound. A sack of flour, a 25 pound sack of flour 
you could get for about $1, 25 a $1, 40 or 50, we used to 
handle them in the hundred pound bag. We had a lot of 
Italian trade. They used to make their own breado We 
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used to get them in the 100 pound sack. And we sell this 
100 pound sack, oh round about $4 or $4.25 in that time. 
We used to handle 25 bag and 10 pound bad and 50 pound bag 
and a 100 pound bag. We used to sell a lot of flour, because 
I had a lot of Italian customers. 

JM: Did you say a 100 pound bag of flour? 

LD: Uh, huh. 

JM: That's a lot of flour, isn't it? 

LD: That's a lot of flour. They used to buy that much. 

LD: They didn't sell it in the barrel? 

LD: They used to buy it in the barrel, too, but it was too heavy 
to handle. So we had a wagon at that time, a horse and wagon 
that we used to deliver stuff that was pretty heavy. 

JM: You didn't have a cash register? 

LD: Oh yes, had a National cash register, I believe I paid $175. 

JM: So you would ring up the sales? 

LD: Uh, huh. 

JM: You had no trouble asking change? 

LD: No. 

JM: Even when you first came here you could do that? 

LD: Oh yeah. Il<new my mathematics because I was real good in 
school, in mathematics. 

JM: How much education did you have? 

LD: Fifth grade. 

JM: Fifth grade, but you had that in Italy? 

LD: Yeah. 

JM: Then after you came here o o • 
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LD: I just had the bookso I never quit reading. I read all 
books I come across, I read all of them. 

JM: Fiction or. 

LD: Fiction or nonfiction, business, all kinds. Even I read a 
book that I was interested our church to read. I even knew 
them books. Whatever book I get hold of, I read, I was very 
interested in learning. 

JM: Well nownost of your customers in this business were miners, 
weren't they? 

LD: Miners and railroad tooo 

JM: About how many customers would have in an average day? 

LD: When I think business was real good, I must have had around 
about 500. 

JM: Really, one day? 

LD: 500 customers • 

• JM: In one day, how much, what would be an average intake for 
one day? 

LD: Well the cash generally run about $20 or $10 sometimeso On 
a payday I would get about $100 or $150 cash. People pay 
on the counter then. 

JM: Everybody paid cash? 

LD: No, there was credit. I had my cash register, you know that 
with a number one it, and every customer I had a number and 
we had to be the books would duplicate you know. We put one, 
and give one to the customer. 

JM: Were there many Italians up there? 

LD: At that time there was a lot of Italians. There was Italian, 
Hungarian, Spanish, all of the •• o 

JM: Would you say there were more Italians than other nationalities? 

JM: There were quite a few. 
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LD: Kayford was full of Italians, Kayford, Acme, then up at 
carbon, wasn't very many. Up in a place where they called 
it Republic, they had a few. And on this outside where 
they call it wevaco, they had a few, but they were scattered 
all around. With the wagon we go out in the ' morning early 
and come back in the evening, because I deliver and take 
order for the next day. And I used to work one day on the 
Kayford side and another time on the Wevaco side, make it 
to Republic and Carbon and Wevaco, we make all of those 
with the horse and wagon. It take us all day. rt was hard 
to work, no road either. 

JM: What did you use the horse and wagon for? 

LD: To deliver the grocerieso 

JM: Oh that was part of your service, to deliver the groceries? 

LD: Uh, huh. 

JM: Well, you didn't deliver on a house- to-house basis, did you? 

LD: Sure, house to house. 

JM: Really, oh I see, you didn't take orders. You just went 
around and. 

LD: No, I take orders. When we deliver, we take orders for next 
week or next month whatevero 

JM: So these places you were naming there ••• 

LD: Sometimes they come in the store and put in an order. Then 
we would deliver when we could. We had a schedule, you know. 
We had the schedule and would go deliver. 

JM: All these places you were naming were right there in the 
cabin Creek area. 

LD: In Cabin Creek. 

JM: Okay, now while you were out with the horse and wagon delivering 
groceries, who was minding the store? 

LD: Generally, I had the people employed to drive the horse and 
deliver, and I always was in the store. I go there occasionally, 
to somebody who didn't pay their bill promptly, and I want to 
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find out what's that all about and I go to investigate 
it and see why they didn't pay it~ what was the trouble 
and getting acquainted with some you know, they enjoyed 
to see me and I rode out once in a while but · not very often. 

JM: Now there were a lot of people living up there at that time, 
weren't there? 

LD: Oh a lot of people. 

JM: A lot of workers, working there in the mines. Do you have 
any idea of how many people there might have been living 
in the area at that time? 

LD: No, I believe I be making amistake if I say . Because I 
didn't take any interest. I know every house was full. 
Every house was full on either side, all the way to the school. 

JM: There were lots of children? 

LD: Yes. 

J JM: Lots of breadwinners, too? 

LD: Yes. 

JM: But were there other stores in the area? 

LD: Oh yes. Eskdale, I believe we had about six, a lot of 
competitors. 

JM: Was your one of the larger stores? 

LD: Yeah. Mine and Joseph was pretty large store. Sch. o • 

they had a pretty large store. 

JM: Now did you go to the army in 1917? 

LD: Yeah. 

JM: You went overseas? 

LD: Uh, huh. 

JM: Where did you go over there? 

LD: Well at first I went to the infantry, 314 infantry, company 



Luigi DiTrapano 19 

CI think. Then one day they made the unit to create a 
hospital for, and I was picked for the hospital force, 
then I went in the army and I was in the base hospital 59 
in France. That's where I passed most of my·time in France. 

JM: Where in France, at the base hospital in France? 

LD: It was hospital 59. We had a base there, we had about 
six hospitals. 

JM: Did you get an opportunity to go home while you were there? 

LD: When the armistice come in, then I got the word pretty quick. 
Our commander in the hospital was a Mr. Abel. He was a 
colonel and he was Catholic o And the only way he want me 
to take the Italian boy to the church on Sunday, to go to 
church and I did my best but somehow couldn't get him in. 
But I did a pretty good job with some of them and as soon 
as, I didn't go to the sergeant or captain, to get my1 permito 
I went to him, t says I want to go home because I haven't 
seen my family for •• o 

J JM: If you came in 1905, that would seem like about 12 years? 

LD: It was along time and so that way he gave me the permit. I 
left the company, nobody knew anything about it and when 
they find it out, boy they all were jealous. 

JM: This was after the war was over? 

LD: After the war was over. 

JM: How long were you able to visit? 

LD: Well I went to the, used to give 10 days, but it takes about 
10 days to get there so I spend about, I got 31 days because 
in France from the way it was to Italian frontier I went to 
the French train and the MP when I got over there at this 
big express train, he told me to watch now they put you off. 
You're not supposed to ride this train. Because the military 
is not supposed to travel it. So when they put you off one 
coach, you jump on the other one. Because you never get there 
if you don't do that. So he gave me good advice and I got to 
Italy pretty good. When I got to Italy, they had the similar 
rule that night. When I got round about in Italy the conductor 
put me off and because the price of the express train was pretty 
high, I didn't have that money. 
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So one passenger over there, he must have been pretty wealthy, 
he got all mad at this man, people coming in fighting the war, 
and he wanted to put them out. He took the money out of his 
pocket and paid me the fare to the room. 

,JM: Great. 

LD: I got there all right. 

JM: What was he, a Frenchman or 

LD: The 6onductor was Italian. 

JM: No, the one who paid your fare. 

LD: No, the one who give me the money was an Italian. 

JM: So after you visited there then you came on back to the states? 

LD: I come back. Coming back same thing for me o Anyway, I met 
another Italian boy, he had been on vacation, he was broke. 
He didn't have a penny and we got to Genoa, I thinko We 
went to the YMCA, the American YMCAo Son-of-a-gun they won't 
give us anything to eat if we don't have any money. They 

• wanted money and they wanted, that we were supposed to get 
bread with o We didn't have to use that. But anyway I had 
about I believe something like about 400 or 500 lira, but 
then it was a lot of moruey. That's all the money I got. 
He says you ain't got nothingo He says we are going to eat 
at a restaurant, and now be careful, don't you order anything 
that's too costly. Because if it is too much, they will put 
you in jail if you don't pay for what you eat. ,7\nyway we 
eat. We eat a pretty good dinner without bread. When the 
bill come, it took every penny I had in my pocket, penniless. 
Anyway I manage it o When I got in France I got in there and 
there was a French woman who had a basket with a sandwich and 

, fruit, they know I was hungryo They gave me something to eat o 
And I began to feel good. 

JM: Well after you had your visit there and then you came back 
to your base and then came on home. 

LD: Come home, I believe it was around about the month of July, 
I thinko 

JM: So about how long were you in the army? 
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LD: We was there, my time I believe was around about 16 or 17 
monthso 

JM: What rank did you have as a medic? 

LD: Plain buck. 

JM: Buck private? 

LD: First class. 

JM: First class private. They didn't give many promotions in 
those days. 

LD: No, I didn't get a promotion o They, sergeant and the captain. 
I didn't lire them and so they didn't like me either. This 
was when I had a job, a sergeant's job. top sergeant's job, 
I just get paid for soldier o I believe it was $37 a month. 

JM: You say when you got back, the store was deep in debt. 

LD: Oh, it was real in debt. 

J JM: Do you recall how much? 

LD: Oh, I took almost a year to get out of debt. But when I got 
out of debt, I begin making money. 

JM: You continued to operate the·business there for how long then? 

LD: Until, you see I retireo Forgot even what year now I retired. 
I retired but I rented the store to somebodyo But I go there, 
so I can get the money. Because they couldn't pay me the 
money, a lump of money. They can't pay me so much a month. 
And I got there, stop by once in a while. But what year •• & 

JM: You remember approximately how old you were when you retired? 

LD: Well I was, to get the pension. 

JM: When you were about 75? 

LD: Around about that, I think. 

JM: Now I don't want to forget that about 1927 you made an 
important trip back to Italy. 
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LD: Yeah. 

JM: Why did you go back then? 

LD: That's when I got that woman over therea 

,JM: You knew what you were doing then, did you? Now, of course 
before you went back in 1927, you had known the lady to be 
Mrs. DiTrapano. 

LD: When we got married in 1 27, when we got married it was in 1 27 0 

It was the year before, two years before. 

JM: You met her something like two years before you got married? 

LD: You know where I married her, in Rome. 

JM: In Rome? 

LD: In Rome, on two other years, the people from Sezze, they 
had in a bunch, you know they went a whole year in Rome. 
Each parish, you know, they get a priest and parish, to 

,1 go there. She wasn I t Rome then. She come into the station 
to meet the, people, you know, and besides it was the first 
time I saw her. So even when I would take them home in the 
car, and the people began to think something was wrongo So 
then in 1927 when I went back we got married. 

JM: Where did you marry? 

LD: In Sezze. The judge's name was St. Angelo. 

JM: Of course you and your wife have been Catholics all of your 
lives? 

LD: Yeah. 

JM: Then she came back with you in 1927. 

LD: Yeah. 

JM: And you established your home in Cabin Creek. 

LD: Cabin Creek, Eskdale. 

JM: Eskdale. And that's where you lived for many years and 
reared your family. 
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LD: Yes. 

,JM: Now Mrso DiTrapano's name before she was married was, I 
have it spelled here, Amelia Filigenzi. 

LD: That's right. 

JM: And you became the parents of four children? 

LD: Four. 

JM: Rudy and Evelyn and a daughter who is now Carla McGoldrick, 
who lives in Charleston also? 

LD: Yes. 

JM: Okay. 

LD: Rudolpho 

JM: Yes, Rudy is the lawyer, or Rudolph. What do you think about 
having a son for a lawyer? 

LD: Well I wanted him to be an engineer. But the dean over there 
told me that he maybe make one, but he make a poor oneo So 
let him take what he wants. So I asked him what he wants. 
He told me he wants to get the law, so I say go take what 
you want. 

JM: He didn't have your love of geometry or mathematics. 

LD: No, he didn't have that much matho That was my wish. I 
wanted to be one myself. And I couldn't make it because 
of family finances. 

JM: You wanted to be an engineer? 

LD: I wanted to be an engineer at any cost. 

JM: Did you ever hear of Mother Jones? 

LD: Yes, I met her. 

JM: You did meet her? 

LD: Oh, she was a wildcat. She cuss like a man, and bang her 
feet down when she talked. 
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JM: You met her personally? 

LD: Well just like the rest of the crowd, you know. She speak 

JM: You heard her address the miners there at Cabin Creek? 
What did she look like? 

LD: Well you know, rough woman, rough woman. 

JM: Was she a big woman? 

LD: No, she was about the size of Amelia. I believe about the 
same stature. 

JM: About average size? 

LD: Yes. 

JM: But she was tough. 

LD: Tough. She had even the expression in her face that she 
was tough. 

JM: What did she say when she talked to the miners? 

LD: She always gave heck to the coal company. She never called 
them by name, always called them some devilish name o 

JM: Did she ask them to form a union or urge them to form a union? 

LD: Oh yes. She asked them to be united, to be together. 

JM: Can you think of any other incidents around that time of 
Mother Jones and the mine wars that you would like to tell? 

LD: No, because as I tola you, if I didn't stay good with the 
company, why they won't let me go there with a wagon to 
deliver stuff to my clients. Even they wrote me a paper 
you know. They had a paper permit. 

JM: Oh really. You had a paper from the company? 

LD: Company. So I could go there and deliver the stuff. 

JM: So you could go around with your horse and wagon. 
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LD: That's before they organizedo Of course after they organized 
why the thing was over. 

JM: Well at that time in Cabin Creek it was pretty dangerous. 

LD: Yeah, it was pretty dangerous. 

JM: Did many people carry guns or. 

LD: I presume. I don't know for sure. Most everyone had a 
gun I think. 

JM: Did you carry a gun? 

LD: Never did have one in my life, I had one, too. Some robbery 
going on at one time and didn't have a gun in the store. 
Finally I got one. And so I had him in the store there, 
under the counter by the register. And at night I take 
him home with me. One time they were stealing my chickens 
and I had an old gentleman of Polish stock you know, come 
in and warn me they were stealing chickens. So I go out 
and I got a gun and went over and I didn't have no heart 
to shoot anybody. 

JM: You could shoot the gun? 

LD: I could shoot the gun but I didn't have the heart to hurt 
anybody. So I let that man get out. After he got out I 
shoot in the air to scare him. Finally when I saw that I 
wasn't a gunsman, I loaned this gun to a woman. She used 
to live upstairs at the store. She said she had a prowler, 
and she never did want to give it back to meo Said somebody 
stole it. I believe she's still got ito 

JM: Did you actually see the man stealing the chickens? 

LD: Yeah, I know who he was. I know he was a very good fellow. 
wasn't worth a. 

JM: You think he needed the chicken to eat? 

LD: He must have been, needed it. 

JM: You had a yard? 

LD: Oh, I had a big yard. I had the chickens, and I had a goato 
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Of course I raised all my children on goat milk. She never 
had any milk for the kidso 

JM: Did you own your horse and wagon. 

LD: Yeah. 

JM: When were you naturalized as an American citizen? 

LD: When I was in the army. 

JM: Did you feel good about that? 

LD: Oh yeah. 

JM: Have you ever had any regrets about coming to this country? 

LD: Never one minute. 

JM: Do you feel like you are in pretty good health now? 

LD: Well to my age, I can't complaino Of course I've got that 
black lung. 

JM: Really. 

LD: I got. Because I remember we were married in '27. I 
remember this particular point. When I was at Venice 
in the bathroom, I was still spitting black. In '27. 
Let's see that was about how many years, from '16 to '27. 

JM: '16 to '27, 11 years o 

LD: Uh, huh. I was still spitting black. 

JM: But you never worked underground, did you? 

LD: No, I never did. You see when they screen this coal. You 
know why even sometime we had to take the coat to shake the 
dust off of it. Get so much. 

JM: Now you worked in the coal - cleaning place. That's where you 
loaded up the cars and everything? 

LD: Then when you are chuting the coal in the car, you are at 
the brake there when the coal come in and make a lot of 
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dust, and you breathe that dust, too. 

Does that still seem to bother you? 

It bothers me very much, it bothers me all of my life. 

In what way? 

In breathing. Dr., he has been keeping me pretty good shape. 
He's been doing a real good jobo It was sometime before I 
had this medicine I had to get up and put my face out the 
window to get some fresh air. It looked like I need real 
bad to breathe. Sometime she is a cold person. She put 
the thermostat at 70, I have to go down there and put it 
down at 65, because I cannot breathe at 70 . 

Can you walk a long distance without getting tired or 
anything? 

Oh, yeah, I get tired, tired very much. 

But other than that, you feel like you are in pr~tty good 
shapeo 

I still raise my garden. 

Can you eat anything you want? 

Almost. One thing I learned in the army. Don't eat too 
much. I can eat no cucumbers. I can eat no fried food 
of any kind. That's what the doctor told me, I got a 
card of things I cannot eat. But sometime I'll eat a 
little bit, eat a little bit, but it will create a lot 
of gas. 

How tall are you? 

Five- one or five-two, five-two I think. 

And how much do you weigh? 

145 pounds. 

A little bit overweight. 

LD: Sometime I go down to 140. But right now I weigh 145. 
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JM: Can you drink as much as you want to? 

LD: No, I never did in all of my life. I never drink more than 
half a glass of wine. Sometime I drink a glass in two 
drinks. But I never did.' And the liquor, maybe I'll take 
a, just about three-fourths, if I break in with coca- cola, 
something, I can drink about half a little glass. 

JM: When you say half a glass of wine, you mean your wine or a •. 

LD: My wine, yes. 

JM: That's all the wine you drink? 

LD: That's all the wine I drink. 

JM: Do you think maybe that's had something to do with your 
living a long time? 

LD: Well, it might be. Of course, your body, you know. That 
will help you in a way, but if you are the master of your 
body. If you know what things to go on, what things hurt 
you. If you would eat all of those things, you get along 
good. Any time that you go over that, like sometime in 
the summer I see a lot of things to be done in the garden 
and overwork myselfQ I get so tired I cannot make it to 
the house. Now I promise myself, but I forget. I didn't 
do it on purposea I just forget to quit a But I ought 
to quit e- before I get tireda Sometimes I get so tired, 
I can't make it to the housea 

JM: What do you raise in your garden? 

LD: Well, we have beans, green lettuce, we have lettuce all 
the year around and squash, tomatoes, this year I didn't 
have much luck with tomatoes. I don't know if I got the 
wrong plant, but it didn't do so good. 

JM: Is the garden right here close to your house? 

LD: Uh, huh. Right in the back. In the front, I am real fond 
of flowers. I've got a lot of fondness, especially for 
the rose. 

JM: Well do you think it's entirely possible that your continuing 
to be active like that and drinking alittle wine along is 
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helping you to remain in good health? 

LD: To live a little longer. I think it does, but just eat 
what you ought to have to eat and eat light, it's healthy. 

JM: Three times a day? 

LD: Three times a day. 

JM: can you think of anything else that has helped you to live 
a long time? 

LD: Well to be patient. I don't get mada I have a lot of 
patience. I know lots of times I used to get mad with 
Amelia but I don't get mad with her anymore . Whatever 
she say I let it g~ . Right or wrong. I just let it go, 
I won't get mad anymore a 

JM: Does she tell anybody what her age is? 

LD: Amelia? I believe she does a 

Amelia: Oh yes, 79. 

LD: You can't deny your age. 

JM: Your life has been a happy life, has it not? 

LD: Well, I don't regret a bit, since I've married a We had a 
pretty tough time in the business. We had a good time in 
the business. We had a good time with the family all the 
way. The family never gave me no disturb at all, except 
Virgil, he didn't take to school. I spent more money, 
twice as much on him, as I did Rudolph and I didn't 
accomplish anything with him o He just didn't take to 
school. He come eight years after Evelyn. When he come, 
everybody baby him too much, spoil him. Nothing he ever 
asked but what he goto And we just ruined him. And we 
spoiled him, we just ruined him. 

JM: But he works doesn't he? 

LD: Yeah, he works, oh he works. 

JM: Where does he work? 

LD: He works with some beer companyo I think, got a truck 
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and delivers stuffo Once in a while, I have to help him 
a little bit, but he get along pretty goodo 

JM: Can you think of anything else, Mr. DiTrapano, that I 
haven't asked you about and perhaps should have? 

LD: I think we celebrate our silver anniversary in Italy, and 
we celebrate our golden anniversary here in this house. 

JM: It was in 1977 you had your 50th anniversary o 

LD: So I don't regret it at all and at 92, I'm still marching 
ono So I just thank the lord that he took care of me. 

JM: Would you like to live to be 100? 

LD: I don't know. If it's God's will, I'll go alongo 

JM: Well, I certainly thank you for taking this time to talk 
to meo 

LD: Well if I did any good to you 
don't regret about it at all. 
with you. 

JM: Good, well thank you againo 

with my questions, why I 
It was a pleasure to talk 
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