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West Mirginia Penitentiarg .
) Momdsnille
M. E. KETCHUM April 8, 1943

WARDEN

Mr. F. B. Lambert
Barboursville, West Va.

Dear Sir:

i With reference to the information you desire
concerning the Adkins and Ketchum families--

My Great Grandfather's name was Phillip Ketchum,
and my Grandfather was Alonzo Ketchum. Phillip came into
$he Guyan River section years before the Civil War, as my
Grandfather Alonzo was a soldier in the War.

Phillip Ketchum married a McComas and they only |

- had one child, Alonzo Ketchum. Phillip died pactically

a young man, as I understand, and after his death his wife
married a Kennison--Grif Kennison of hear Midkiff was a
half-brother to my Grandfather Alonzo Ketchum. Alonzo
Ketchum married Peggy Henry Hunter, and they reared six
Childrens three boys and three girls, who are all now dead. -

The €ldest of Alonzo Ketchum's children, Jane
Ketchum,married Jack McComas, the next child, Hugh Ketchum,
married a Payne, sister to Ballard Payne who still lives at
Midkiff, Nila Ketchum married Rufus Hatfield and he died a
young man then she married Jeff McComas who lives at Mid-
kiff and is 80 some years of age. My father was John Wesley
Ketchum who married Alice Adkins, and there are eight of us
children. Next was William Ketchum who married Alice Fry,
next Mary Ketchum who married Bud Keyser of Cabell County.

I am not positive whether my Great Grandfather
Phillip Ketchum came from Ireland or Germany. He had two
brothers who came from the 61d Country along with him, one
brother stayed in the State of New York and there is still
quite a gemeration of Ketchums in that State. Phillip and
the one brother came to Virginia and later the brother of
Phillip's went down south, I think, to Arkansas. I think
you must be comect about %he old Adklnses stopping with
Phillip instead of Alonzo, because Phillip was one of the
old settlers of the Guyan River section.




,. . N
FWest Hirginia Penitentiary
Somdsnille

M., E, KETCHUM
WARDEN

Page #2 - April 8, 1943
Mr. F. B. Lambert, Cont'd

As to the Matilda Meehling matter--I am sorry,
this kind of information we do not give from the Penitentiary
even if we had it, and I doubt if our records date that far

back.

My name is Mines E. Ketchum and I am the eldest
child of our family. My Father and Mother were both raised
in Lincoln County at Midkiff, and my Father moved to Wayne
County when I was 12 years of age and I am now 60.

- ' ~ Yours very truly,

M. E. Ketchum
MEK/BM
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(Copy)
MOURNING WILLIAMS 51 Yrs old. Borr? in Vifgiﬁia.
NANCY ss ‘ W
LOUISA 7 “

. ﬁanc_:y, daughter of Mourning, marrked James Bias October
12, 1850,

) Louisa Williams, 14, married May 8, 1856 Miles Bledsoe,
19, son of Wm, and Rachel Bledsoe at Mourning Williams', All of
Cabell County.

April 12, 1856:

v George Williams, 24, married Elizabeth Kil:_lgore,
15, He was from Amherst County, Va., son of Nancy \'Iiliams. She

was daughter of %eo.Killgore.

April 28, 1866

Eljzabeth Ann Willizmx, 21, of Kanawha County
(sis a avove), married

Andrew Johnson; 21, Cabell County. S&‘_ MLZ@, Ja
el
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~Hugh P, Harshbarger = -
1432 ~North Dakota Avenue,
Arlington eighta Illinois.

11/25/53
Dear Mr,Lemberts
| I am sending you a brief of the Harshbarger
Borchnré which I prepared in an effort to trace my family down
to my_immediate family® I have sent over 500 copies to Harshter-
gers in %hrréystetea states, and the response has brought me
much additional data. In Octoter my wife and I spent some time
visiting Harshbqrgers in Virginia & W, Va. and I visited the ‘
Shenandoah Valley at Luray, where the original family settled.
-Amy information which youyhight te able to fur-
nish will be appreciated, so long as it costs nothing. I have
already spent consideratle on printing and vostage,
I em a school Superintendent (Trade School) in
Chicégo. Thanks for your inquiry.
Cordially yours,
Hugh P, Harshtarger.




veee . (Copy) 8 e 2 "
*Samuel Priestley came to America about the year 1800, from

England. He settled in Rockbridge County, Virginia, and then

came to»Wegt_Vlrginia, and resided in Kanawha County, neat the
Forkg_of_CoaI, about where the Forks of Coal Beptist church
stands now) He, at one time, lived on what is now known as
ﬁannings Branch on Little Coal r¥er, just below KcCorkle., He la
ter movgg to Missouri énd lived for awhile but came back to West
Yirginia and_lived for a time. Then he went to Missouri fqr a sec-
ond_timé, but in 1848 he came tack to Weet Virginia and located
jist across the hill from what was PriestleycPPstiBffiece

(from 1897 to 1927) on Fudge's Creek., He lived here until his |
desth, about k870, He was married twice: One of his daughters
was named Polly Bowman, , .

| His sons were Marshell, Daniel, Georte B.; and Zachariah,
He had cildren by his first wife, who married in Missouri, viz. &
James, John and Willianﬁc and a daughter who married a man bty the

name of Cathey.
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PROCTORVILLE, OHIO.

- 1 was Qployed on the tow t at, Sea Lion from late in 1905
until she was sold in iﬁii: 1917 V%one harter work in the Big
Sandy and Guyandotte Rivers, and towed tidter to Cineinnati, Madi-
son, and Louisville. Wher;'cf};ig Sand& would have a raise caused
from the heavy rains up the Valley, thé current would te very
swift and the river -would run full of logs this wade it lively for
for these harbor tow toats that worked around the mouth of tikmxk-

fJ
this river landing the M g/b‘%&;
wor

that wes floated eut of this river, . Each raft/carried a crew of
two men, and an oar was placed on each end of the raft, and ,-end
these wa%sed to pilot the rafts. These men rode down th_ie river
when the current was bad they woul{ sing, dance, and pick their
tanjos, tut when the mouth of the river was near,they expected a
towkoat to catch their raft and land it for them. If the toats were
all busy, Xkey and they saw the btig Ghio,they were scared after run
ning out of the Big Sa.ndyl like teing shot out of a gun,they would
not risk going out into the Ohio,on a raft; so they would jymp into
th®& river and swim to the shore, and let the raft go. But after the
raft ran out into the Ohio,one of the towboats would land_them.b
\‘/e got five dollars for every one we landed. After the run-out
was over, the tke—timber._was. the timber was landed, made up into
fleets of 10¢ or 11 strings long, feur—rafiée~, four rafts wi{e,

and this was towed to the saw mills down the river. Before the
railrozd came into the Sandy Valley,thmgs 1m"'ﬁ:;j’]'.\ively and words
cannot explain the immerse btusiness done sat Catlettsburg%n

this river was at steam-toat stage. The tat wiig toats were as thick
as flies, and the Ohio river Packet toats imrmense cargoes of mer-

AR, :
chandise that was r €d on the small boats, to te delivered



290

ags far up as Pikeville. _
- The railroad has stopped the toats. Reason: Boats could
only run when the river was ups and the trair.g did not have to lay
up for low water, &ud only a few towns have this advantage over
the rsilroad, while everv farm landing qWas cared for , by the
A
toats. Captain Rotert Owens, one of the old tiwe pilots on the
Big Sandy, cast his lot on this river in 1878, on the steam btoat
o
, Favoritegm>bat wing silot bvoat. She was owned by Captain Mare-
ian Spurlock. He shipped as cabin boy,in this year 1878,
’ Bat wing boats,on the Big Sandy, was Steamer Favorite,
Jerry Osbornﬁ', Sandy Valley, , stern wheel Fleetwing, Fannie,-
Freese, Tom Hackney, Double decked toats, Rotert Price, owned ky
. '|ﬂ' ) » »
the L.T.Moore. Paintsville Packet Co.,tuilt the Frank Preston and
W
tought the Senoma, Captain John Hopkins built the Andy Hatcher,
stern wheel toats, and the Virgie Rateliff, Bat win ,and he built
the Lightwood, Captain Meeks tuilt the SissBays, , Aﬁka, and
' an e Goad, q 70 ¢
Jdsie Hoskinsa They tought the Virgie Rateliff, and chartered the
Argand, Captain Frank Freese owned the Fleetwing and Fannie igeese
Captain John Davis, who lives at Fullerton, Ky. and is
now the only liviimg pilot that I know of to be living that pilot-
ed steamboats,or a river vhate your nerves was tried on run-outs
with Sandy River, full of logs and staves. I hsve seen these toats
coming out of this  like they had teen shot out of a cannon, turn-
ing short bénds, missing gredﬁ limbs hanging over the river from
huge trees, and finally, shooting out into the Ohio River,so fast
they would te a half mile telow the wharf, tefore they could stop.
There was great prosperity in these times at the mouth of Sandy.

Towkoats that worked in Sandy were Katherine Davis, Sea
o AXRZ Usunglbm, '

* Catle Reoctand. oI e 4.C Hophivna

& Qe



‘ ( e,

L%qn, gyowp E}ll,anfVO.Cole, Enquirer, I‘em_zaL Leota, KEtie Mc,"
Mpuntain_State, Buckeye Boy. It was a common sight to seecapt,
Bill Smiley, Capfain Robert Owens; Captain Carl Mace; Jim Rose,
John McGuire, Sandy Suiter, Johm Davis, Jim Kenedy; Sam Nigh,

and Bill Ritchie on the streets of Catlettsburg looking after tim-
ber tows for their boats. Captain Carl Mace,and Mont Goebel

‘ o I E A the $k~«Lz
owned the M,B,Gobel, shat turned over mbdkhexmmmikxmfxRamdyy ‘and
doowned two of the crew, ‘

One packet toat built at Catlettsturg wa§1?f;e New-
man There ﬁzgﬁﬁany other steam and gas toats on the Big Sandy
But_today,_many who live in that valley have never seen a steam
boaf,on this bteautiful river. We hope for the lockslso packet

boats can run the year round; then they will return again, Rail-

roads will fight this improvement.

(Signed) Ellis C, Mace,

L)



-

P, 8. I believe -you can pick out something good out of this
piece atout Guyan,

This river was just as rough as the Sandy. The o0ld suspen-
sion bridge was built in 1852, and was removed, and a new bridge

built in its place in 1909,

While building_the new tridge,a big log run in the Guyande
dotte River %Yroke the €C.C,Crane log toom, and the logs knocked
down th§ bridge. The btridge men could have hung the span in a few
hours, were told of the d:k;§2+%;/the timber men, but refused
their adviece and dropped the $75,000.00 span into the river.

Hope you can get s omething worth while out of what I have

told you..I could give you the names of more steam btoats if you

neéd'them.
- P

A
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COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK

IN
WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERS
SoLLegE oF ety e d AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS ERCERNS] ON SERVICE
FORESTRY AND HOME ECONOMICS COUNTY AGENT WORK
AND®NITED STATES DEPARTMENT STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA HOME DEMONSTRATION WORK
OF AGRICULTURE COOPERATING . 4-H CLUB WORK
MORGANTOWN

August 31, 1953

Mr, F. B, Lambert
Barboursville, West Virginia

Dear Mr, Lembert:

I received the specimens which 'you sent in and found them in
good condition, i ’

The arbor vitae which you sent is perfectly normal, In fact, the
ecolor of the foliage indicates a very thrifty type of growth., There are
nmumerous cones present in which are produced the seeds of this plant. Some
years there are large numbers of these cones formed, while in other years
they may be quite sparse.

The "corn fly" is, in reality, the angoumois (pronounced an - goo/-
maw) moth, These are very common feeders on stored corn, If you have the
corn in a slatted crib, there is little to do except to remove it, place it
in tight-fitting containers and fumigate with carbon bisulphide., If this is
not practical, then it should be shelled and used quickly, Before putting
in this year's corn, sweep out the crib thoroughly and spray the walls and
floor, using 7/8 cup of 50% wettable DDT powder in 1 gallon of water. One
gallon should cover 500 square feet of surface.

The "wiggle tails™ are mosquito larvae and may be killed by the

addition of some kerosene or old motop oil, A 5 percent solution of DDT in
oil is also very effective. Such solutions are available at hardware stores,

Sincerely,

C. F, Bishop, Extension Plant
Pathologist and Entomologist




J. WALTER COPLEY
ATTORNEY AT LAW
WILLIAMSON, WEST VIRGINIA

SECOND AVENUE-OPPOSITE MOUNTAINEER HOTEL
August 13, 1953,

Mr, Fo B, Lembert
Barboursville, W. Va,

Dear Mr, Lambert:

In going through some o0ld latters that have accumulated
in my office during the last two or three yszrs, I found one from
vou asking for information concerning the Copley family. You stete
that you wers working on the Copley history. This letter was
weitten in Ausust, 1951. I am wondering if I could gtill be of
help to you. :

I hove considerable data on the Coplsy farily which
would be useful in case you have not completed this history,
If you are still interested, plecse write me a lstter and I will
answer you without delay.
®

Yours very truly,

JWC:imh



Palestine, Texms,
March 15, 1940,

Mr. F. B. Lambert,
Barboumnlo, V. Va.

Dear Mr. h-borh ; ;

) ¢ uc.ind your very utoruting ud inquﬂng htur in due
course of madl, and 4f you were here in'Palestine, I could talk to you
and I think I oould supply you with nﬂul nma pages of your
genealogical hiuuv.

Yes, T vas raised from & very intevesting family, and have a

very interesting femily; myself, HUGO ROLAND DIRTZ, my wife, MATILDA

DI¥TZ, and three childrent

HAROLD HUGO DIETZ - married.
FARRINGTON ¥, DIETZ - married.
MISS WITH DIETZ - linglo. ;

~

My wife and I were married in 1891 in Palestine and have lived
heye ever since.

I was born in Guyandotte, W. Va., lpru 18, 1863, i{n the heat

~ of the Oivil mar, in the Hugo Diets home place on Main Street, first

housé across thedlley south from the Southem Methodist Church, one

house north of Julius Freutles' home, and rot close to the 0. & 0. Railroad.

That was my Uncle Rudolf, my father's oldest brother, who lived there. He
had two sons and tvo daughters, of vhom all aye dead.

Uncle Rudolf Diets was a ship caipenter and served the
Confederacy during the Civil Var on the Ohio, Mississippi & Red River.

He came back home from the War and lived to about 1911.

My father had three brothers - will tell you more about them
later. Yy father was a very valusble and devoted Christian men. He built
the first sawmill in West Virginia. He owned and ran a flour mill and
bakery shop in Guyandotte on the Chio River bank just east of the old
Bukey & Hilbruner Tavern, and close to Irving Smith's residence. The old
big square brick smoke-stack stands there yet on the River Bank, This {s
likely why he used so much flour - he baksd byead for the Union soldiers.
In my next letter I will tell you what became of his mill.

Father also dbuilt the Dusenberry Dam a short way from
Carboneville. This dam was built of logs pinned together with chestmt
vpins, in square pens filled with rock, no bolts or nails, and it stayed
there for 50 years of my knowledge, and then was cut out. The dam was
built for a water mill and they ground comm and flour for the soldiers
during the Civil War. It took Father twp years to build this dam and mill
and the hard work and exposure broke him down in health. He died in 1874,



Y. 19

at the age of 49, and is buried {n the Hill Graveyard close to the Diets
Yamous Hollow beside his wife Mimerva Clark Diets. They had two sons and
two deughters. One of his sons, George W. Diets, died and was buried ia
San Antonio, Texas.

Father never was married but the one time. His wife was a
deughter of Liman Clark and Sara Claik, and a full sister to George end

~Roland Clark: Foland Clark married Sussn Dusenberry. They had three
. boys; FRANK « HARRY - AND EDWARD CLAMK. I suppose the boys are still

living in Gwndotto.

X have the passport of wy gmdfathor. CHRISTIAN DINTZ, vhen
he come from Gemany, He is buried in t&a 0ld cemetery about the eenter

of the Cityo of Guyandotte.

I have a lot of agee and 'btrﬁu and other data that I will
hunt up and write you again. Will close for this time.

Hoping to hear from you leoa:. with yegarxds,

3

e I , \
/ / g

H. R DIRTZ,
309 W. Main St., X
Palestine, Toxas.
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