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Jiee

JENE

This is, ah, an Oral History interview with Bob brunner of
WERZ-TV dn Huntington, West Virginia on March 29, 1985,
This interviaw 15 being conducted as a part of, ah, ths
history, ah, research being conducted for, ah, Marshall
University History Department in regards o BEanawha Valley
Textbook Controversy n [%8-, 1974 and 75, Um, the

interviewsr iz Jim Dester, the interviewse is Bob brunner of

ot

WERZ . Bob, @ appreciate vou @iving us, ds the time Lo

It

recal T osome of fhese 8HDerisnoss. T owvouw woulod, Just as

3]

matter of record and Just for the taps, ah, give us & little
bit about vour backaround, how yow have come, cams2 Lo bhe in

Huntington and go in TV and Jdournal dism oand that sort of

Ok ay . Iy ah, {(clears throst) grsduatsd feom Southern
tinois University in 1%68 with a degree in broacdcast

Jouwrnal iem and came to work here, ah, 0 May of

-
i
i
fh

general assignment reporter in, &b, +all of 1946% 1 was

promoted to Charleston news dies

mhor and, ah, word aliy

aperating thse CUharlesston bureaw of reporiing arvshoring

treom hhere From

o i

back to Huntington as news director, servad in that role

wntil 1982, ah, June Iowas appoirntsd @deculive News

maditor, the posittion 1 curesntly hold.

M huh, 850 vou weers an Ghae s

WHEAZ during the conbroversy’? Lk g Yo s hhvsrs Pow

Tomag bedore, did yvou say?
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From, ah, &
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communitiss

political ba
schools as h
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y Auaust of 49 throuwgh September of 7.

yvou taal like youw, yvou were tairly wsall

Ernow & lTittile bit about the community and

people and =0 on, 50 torth. (Yeah)  When di
sn bthis controversy that we're talking about

olves the testbooks which really bsgan in the

T4y oah, when did you first becoms awsrs of thi
did vouw becoms aware of this so calied

s the, the issus deveioping basically, ah, as
issue. Therse was a orowded schoolboard race
ah, from St. Albans, ons of the smallee

in the, akh, county, thet oid not have much of

s real ised, ah, the kind of textbooks in the

BI" MAJOr CAamMpAaLgn lesuE . Her name was Al ilce

was the wifte of a, an, an, fundamsntal ist

ah, Bt. Albans, and she begen to attract a
e campaian, &b, ah, developing Lhis as an
ah, was an 1ssue that framily did not exist

Cambalan .
ah o,

bexgan to, ak,

woschool board mesetinags, and at that point my
as a reporter was that 1t had, ah, gotten
Mrs . Moore, bevond her control, ah, she was

2 frelantensd of the peoptse who olaimsd to be

d

18

&y

&

e
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her "supporters" than, ah, ah, vou know, she Jjust had this
attituwde, oh what have | wrought. The people who then cams
to the floor, ah, thres namss, ah, immediately Jjump out at
me because they are personalities that, ah, 1711 neaver
forget. dah, Reversend Marvin Horan, ab, who was from up, abhy,

¢

(Campbei s Cresk) Dampbsi!l s Cresk area, & Reverend Avis

Hill who is down in the, the southsrn part of the county and

a Reverend Zira Oralsey who, &b, was [ thiok from the, the

Elkview area, the northeen paet of the county. EBach one of

thess thres peopie, wunm, &b, 1. 1 usse the

becadss, ah, in thi y A bhess cases bthese were, 1

i

B LD ELSH

i

think , part time ministers. 1 think Ezra bDraley was a

F;
1

s

3

roofer and Avis HITl was an odd Job type person who, ah,
subseguentally ended up, ah, opsrating a Christian school
down i the Allen Cresk area for a while and, ah, 17m not
sure what, what Marvin Horan did but they were basically
vzl untary (Marvin Horan went to perison.) yveah, Marvin Horan

wltimately want Lo prinson but I, I7m e

EX W wl v Bt bhey bDasiocaily took conbeol of
demonstrations, ah, at, ah, &% the suwmmsr wors on, ah, they

Degan pilcketing, ah, at ming sin

ancd sndsd up developing a
wild cat coal mine strike out or the thing when ths, abh,

Letears throatl coal miners aot anvolved 1t, ah, it really

started getting ugly. {Ah huha.? iy

traditionally will Wity and wher

these mothers and Theistian fundamentat s

piockeEting

chinn Tt owo to o work so o vouw fad & owiladoat

at mine st

mine strike going and suddenly, ab, in addition to the



KCTC-11

Jh0s

}
i

jax

protestors and demonstrators you

basis, ah, vou threw, ah,

armary coal miners into the

Yimg wse can’t go o work

away and thers . . . Ccauss

us and so they, 1in sSsssnoe,

dispute and, ah, it

that most of incidents

Yol +irst becams awars of €

then during ths, the campai

school board seat . {(Yeah, &

spaak ing at once sl Ware vou,

her before the controversy

newsman ¢

Whan she began campaianing

wr

(AR ik« loiears throatl

soms  interest in

vyl krow .,

and ., ah, she besan, ah, due

itams which

anc passing

that wers of a sewual

it which

S OIMme

it wers in proposed

didrm’t ssem to matbter Lo

background, clears throatl

hecause the whole [clears G

and, ah. then as 1 said my

MARCH 29,

A Ccoupi

Was cur

mat e
wltimateiy had turnsd
tertbhooks and

e

1785 page 4

saW on a fairly regular

@ of thousand, ah, ftairly

£ L

mix . #Ahy, and they were basically

it ovou throw these textbooks

these people ars going to picket

Wit moved

W E ,

iy that period of time that,

o f Degan ooourring .

he, of ted controversy

grning of & ice Moors for

hat was the seed.) Looth

Lol Were vou cognizant of

actual iy got startsd

the schooiboard on that

that ‘s when we started

that dissus, b sbarbs

chevel op

ing her campaian holing up, ah,

in thse textbook

wesiee o @i D eged]

g oor oan anbti-religiows nature,

o

ot ., ah, wWwas or parts of

& mome of it wesn Tt it

Lim

at the time L[noize 1n

practly how accurate thinogs were

heoatd thing started buildinag

from talking Lo her
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that by the time she got slected to the board and

cams, ah, 1t was out of her conterol
+r§ightenad by what she had dong th
vou kEnow, continus, she sort of bao

You actually got that +e=eling Ffrom

Ohy definitely, veah.

You interviewsd, did yvou intserv, in

elaection to the shooolboard during

Oh yeah, ah huh.

How did vou Fimd her personally, oe
gusstion to ask a Jjournalist?

Ay it's hard really to, to, to, ah

seemed Lo be, ah, totally fired up

textbook issus (Ah huh) at that po

heart that thers an =2lansnt tha

WaEE

that had besn in control of the soh

was trying, they uss the term ssoul

tiving to Yorce down children’'s

visws of the world that oid not ool

the worid, ah, that that wars

WE B,

children in the school wi

and pornography and, akhy,

the, ah, the‘true God and the Loed

she was a singular CHEe oM 4 o

running for the schoolboard was Lo

out of the schoots. (Rl by ) e g

e

page S5

SHULTIMED
she was more

and

an, ah, than eager to,

ked away from it.

frempe?

tervisw her prior to hee

frar campaian™

is bhat the wrong

y Lo say personaliyv. She
and commitited to this
int. She belisved in her
toin the school syvstem

school system that

Tl

ar humanism thalt was

oats, ah, ah, ocsrtain

noids with her visws of
wanting Lo sxpose
at she regarded as smub

gdigd mob recognize

Christ. And, ah,

e

mEan that was why she was
get thoze +i1ithy books

am, sohoo i board

-
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ah, do not normally take on any of those kinds of overtones.
They are normally conducted in a fairly, ah, civilized
placet +ashion and, ah, from, yvou kEnow, board members or, or
candidates repressnting various interest groups within the

sducational community and Alice Moore was & total outsider.

And the educational community perceived her immediately as a

severe bthresat and, ak, those who didn’t hide wernt on the
attack .

O real y? Neah .y The, the obther nenbers of the
school board and people in, within the educations)

2y

administration saw her, you think, saw her as a thresat'?

A detinite threat. Yeah.

rh

Toy the stability of things or to &, or to, um, & things,

business as usual type of approach?

Wetl, both. AR, obviously, ah, the only schoolboard membsae,
and he is stiltl omn the board, who sessmed to ssnse some

political advantage i+ not philisophical kimship with &lice
Moorse at bhe time was a gentlaman mamsd Matthew Einsaw!l ing.
Lhin, e tendsd to sort of sidle ap to her when she gaot on the

hoard. #Ah, the othse board members pretty much kept their

distance +rom her at the tims, my meEmoey tells me. CEh
b a g They wers, Sthey were prethy feartol of , of whalt she
Was doing. Az & matter of fact, a&h, & coupla of times that,

where she, ah, and agsin this is mamory, | cam't, vyou kEnow,
vank a notebook out where she was actually, ah, regussting

pol ice =sscorts in the board mestings and the only

oubtside the board meebing were 2,000 paopise with
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Jli e

Bl

L

BB s

r

sayinag, yvou know, we fove Alice Moorse, set the Filtthy books

out of the school, but she was atraid, mors atraid ot them
than othsr people were.

‘

Umy that’'s interesting, first time 've heard that. 1/ve

frzard 1t sald of Allce Moore, and | don't sven know hee
personal 1y. I haven’'t interviswsd har, 170 Tike to, but . .
IT've heard it said of hee that she was politically
motivated. That she had some mys, mysterical reason, ah,
mystical reason for wanting, ah, mysterlious reason for
wanting the books out. That was an issue Just ftor her to
get herseld thrust forward.

I £hink that her oppornsnts, | think, wantsd, abh, wanted that
out , wanted peopls to belisve that of her. LUm, I don’t
think that was the case. Ah, if 1t ahd been she probably

could have been eslected to any offics she wantsed Lo get

aiscted fTo. (A k. g A, and , ak, she besically, ah,
pultled back from the 1ssus onog shie was on bthe schoolboard
and aot some of the resolutions she wanted. She. she Decams

v know, more of 8 backaround person. Un, she could have
run For any nuamber of obther oftices and never did.

Al b e Did oyou cover many of the schootboard meetinas
atter Alice came on the board? &b, odid you personally cover

any of the schoolboard meetings™ (Huwh kg 0 Any of bhem

that stick out in vouwr mind particulariy?

Mo, it Jdust, it realtly tuwensed into & Jumble.  Um, very

Tittle was getting donse fthat summsr, ah, simply becauss of
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the thronas of people that were at the schoolboard almost
every day or every other day or any time there was a
scheduled meetina. Um, and there was a, you know, tension
was so thick vou couwld cubt it with a knife and there was
really not, there was no sense of, ah, trying to get things
moving. The school superintendent at the time who resigned
preatity much in the middlie of a1l this was a gentlesman )
think his nams was Leonard . Underwood. (Henmnsth
Linderwond .3 Henneth Underwaood, ah, he resianed in the
micadle of &11 this. Hes, ah, ah, was Jjust tobalily frustrated
in tryimg to do anyithing. The board was atraid to do
anyvthing. Evervbody was afraid to do anvithing. Tt Just was
sort of this. obh my God, what’'s goin’ on. HNobody really
uwndsrstood the, the battle, vou know, was besing pDPﬁPayEd in
the national medial as a battle besbtween the hillers and the
creskers. AR, 1.82., the, the guote the psople we now call
yuppiss, akh, the uppesr middlie class, ab, the gsnbtey that
wara in the, in the urban areas thouwght this was a1l silly
and why are we bein’ bothered with it but the peopls who

Pived up the cresks and hollows, She, the, ah, &b, osool

in

who tended to coms more trom the Taboring olass, f vouw
undarstand West Virginia’'s history, ah, wars, ah, Just
mobilired into a united force for about the onlty time | can
ever [clears throatl think of thet happening, vou kEnow,

under this issus, we aot to gest thess bhooks out of the

schools and it, ah, it became & vary j1ong hot suamoesr . QNS
it &, was 1t a culituwral issue, do ovow think, betwssn the

it Terse amcd the croskbosmes™) T thimbk it . T think that was a
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value in the other’'s perceptions, abh, and you have thiﬁ,_
this incredible socio-economic harrier. Tt was not & matiter
where you had soms people from variouws backgrounds on either
side of the lssue. It heooity, ah, the issue becams pretiy
clear cut in terms of the, the variows sides the, the, the,
the sstabl ishment, the sducatesd, the, ah, the people that
they would call ths, the rich snobtnoses, ah, all wanted
things as they were. And thes, &b, you know, the salt of the

garth, ah, laboring classes by bod wanted 1t changed. And

ift

thers was very little communication betwsen the groups. 1§,
I also think 4rom my perspective 25 a neawsman that as the
izsue developed that some of the peools who became
identified as leaders of the group were in it for other

reasons.  Um, for ezample Marvin Horan who ater went to

s

Jail tried to use that issue as a platform to run for

political office, Ezr

B

Graley btried Lo use the issus as a
pltattorm to run for political offiocs, Avis Hi1T, ah, frisd
to use the ilssus as a platform for political offices,
subssguently made a record, sh, went arcound ss11ing His
record. &b, started a, a Christian school which | believe

folded atter a coupls: of vears. Um, my sense was that these

in

auys saw thers was & way to, ah, achisve some prominencs in
this deal and, ah, youw know, werse quick to, vou kEnow, say
the right words in order to gst to the front of the crowd,
ak, that thesy were not, ah, vou kEnow, ths, the kind of, ah,
pure 1ssue orlented people that you, vou often ses debating

issuss Tike this.  Thesse peopls wers nobt on bthat Tsval y they
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value in the other’'s perceptions, ah, and you have this,_
this incredible socio-economic barrier. It was not a matter
where you had soms people from variouws backarounds on either
side of the issue. It h...it, ah, the issue bescame pretty
clear cut in terms of the, the various sides the, the, the,
the sstablishment, the sducated, the, ah, the people that
they would call ths, the rich snotnoses, ah, all wanted

o

wd the, ah, vou know, the salt of the

s

things as they were. &

5

o

garth, ah, laboring classes by God wanted it changed. And
there was very little communication betwesen the aroups. 1,

I also think from my perspective as a newsman that as the

opte who became

i

issue developed that some of the p
identified as leaders of the group were in it for other
reasons. Um, for ezample Marvin Horan who 1ater want to
Jail tried to use that issue asz a platform to runm for

poltitical office, Ezra Graley tried to w the issus as a

i
i

platform to run for political office, Avis Hill, ah, tried

]

H

to use the i

2 ELL

1T

az a platform for poltitical offics,

H]

subssquently made record, ah, wsnt around ss=111ing his

m

n

record. Ah, startsd a Chriztian school which I believe

{
i)

1]

folded aftter a couple of vears. Um, my sense was that these
auys saw thers was & way to, ah, achisve some prominsnce in
this deal and, ah, vouw know, wers guick to, vou know, say
the right words in order to get to the front of the crowd,
ah, thét they were not, ah, you know, the, the kind of, ah,

pure 1ssue oriliented people that you, vouw often see debating

i

1E5Ue

Ut

Tike this. These peopls were not on that level ; they

1
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JLks

ESES

hud) You know, this is hot, I'm with ‘=m, let's go get ‘em,
(Ah huhy kind of an attitude.

Dic you ever interview, speaking about these three men you
mentioned of Graley, Horan, and Hill, did vow sver interview
them pearsonal ty? (Oh veah, yveah) How oo vou renember
anyithing particularty about them? And you rs convincsd
that, that they were politicaily motivated?

A bbb, well , that was at, at Teast a sianificant part of
their motivation. &b, I owouwld, vou know, there wsre three
totally differendt kinds of personalities, um, Marvin Horan,
ahy, to me exhibited &ll of the characteristices of the
classic demagogus. Ah, he was, ah, able to work & crowd
into a fever pitch and had no compunction about doing it,
didn‘t matter he said. Heg, he would say whatever 1t took to
work that crowd up. Um, as yvou know he subssoquently, ah,
was convicted of, ah, makina bombs, ah, &5 part of
Cimaudibied, spent soms time to, ah, 1 think they ware using
Mis churckh or his basement or something to make the bhombs

aind sub

pusntly spent a Tittlse time in 48
T7ve Tost touwch with him complstely sincs then.

He runs an BExdon station in Cambell s Dresk .

I7T1 be darned. [Tavghsl Ezra Oraley was &, ah, slick, hes

was pretty slick. Um, I think hs, more than anvboody elses,

i

sensed that there was some profit to be made out of this

issua, ah, and he was again one of Lthose guys who cowld get

up and work up a crowd but was more of an oraanizer and 1
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BE

N

had the sense was, ab, working this idea long term. You
know, he wasn't Jdust in it for the short term. Avis Hill,
ah, Tittle skinny auy and, ah, | staved in touch with him
for several years atter the, after the textbook protest and
vouw kEnow, and several obther kinds of things, seemed to be a
genuing, had a genuinsly inguiring mind, ah, did not ssemn to
be, ah, ah, close-mindsd abouwt various things and seemed to
want to develop that issue and to developing Christian
schools and things Tike that. Bub I think that was his
Tong-rangs aoal from the Deginming. I odon't think he Jumped
into this because he was Just, vouw know, so angry about it
but I think he’'s, he saw that this was somsthing that maybe
could galvanize pesoplse fto set up an alternative sucstional
system which I think was his primary interest.

Ah huh. T, T intervieswsd Avis not too lonyg ago.

ITes he still down around ATuam Creesk?

Is he still down there?

Yeah. 5til)l has his school going down thers.
Ig it7 I thought it folded.

Oh yeah, yeah, it's still going. It may have folded and
thern opened back wp, (Yeah) but it's going now.

How many kids does he have?

HMe didn’t say. I didrn’t, I oicn’t sven ask him. BEuab, ah,

]

Avis, ah, the thimg that stirkes me as you comment about
Avies and Marvin and Ezrea Graley, ah, anod Avis is the only

one I've talked to personally. v talked to Marvin Horan
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Jo

B

on the phone who woud mot submit to an intsrview. And 1 can
understand probdlby there are some very deep and personal
things that he wouwldn’t wamt to talk aboubt but, ah, Avis,
ahy, 1 got the impression that dvis az | talked to him this
is my, my impression again, not so much & man who gohb
invovied because he saw long-term benstits but bscause he
kimd of aot cauabt up o an &, In & vortbsx. HMe, he sald at

first he was not even interested in the issue, he was an

svangel ist, he called himsa21+ an svangs! ist and he wantsd to

promote his mestings and he wanted to have these tent
meetings and go out into, you krnow, in the world and, and
win the worid to the Lord. (b Ry But, ahy he told me
parsonally it just kind of caught him, it Just kind of
pellowsd up in front of bhim and he oot cauwght in his vortex
and betore he knew it he was involved in the thing, ah., and
YOU Caws

s interssting vou ocomment on that, ah, he had soms 1 ong

:

taerm ideas perhaps (AR hund o Um, Do don’t know. What odid

violl base 1t oon® Domething he said, the way he acted or...”
I dust had the sense 1 was mors, vou Enow. ocantt o really

recalt oany specific things at the tims but I had the sense

and perhaps ['m, I'm sesing the same thing but from a

]

i

different perspective that Avis Hill wasn’t there bhacause he

i

was Jjust, you kEnow, up 1in arms about the ftextbook issus but

that Avis Hill aw thi as a vehicle to get some obhere

i
i

things going. Ah, that, that he wasn’t, ah, Lnoise in
Dackaroundl vou krnow, pure demagogue iks bthe obther guys.

He sesmed to want to ask guesstions rather than make
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statemants and, and think about down the road and, you know,

nobody was talking

about altternative schools, ah, ah, yvou

kEnow, ah, he was really the first one that kspt bringing up

thig thing like we could start our own school system, vou

Enow. He was thinking., vou know, one step past what

avarvbody else was thinking, which is let’'s gt rid of the

damn books. (Ah h

by . Yol Krow.

Um, was, I had something else on my mind aboub Marvin, wum,

it’s interesting that yvou mention that, that Graley and

Horan were, struck

what I was gonna a

you,, vou werse convinosd that

couwld be resolved,
Aviz HITD told me
him was there any

What did wvouw &ttt

vou as classic demnogoguss and, ak, and
sk yvouw was, was therse a, a point at which

P

Crere wWas n

o

way this thin

s

it owas a tobal impass, in obther words
ons Tims on, o, on taps that, ah, | asked
way this thing could have been resolved?

what would yvouw have been hapoy with?  And

=

i

of the books haed to 9o, (AR kb

wWas no placs in thsie mind for, for

COMPrOML SR . (AR ko They wowicdn 't have beswowsll , it was

talked to me. How, how do yvou feel about that? Do yvou

raecal 17

I think that’s pretty accurate because there wsre, ah, and,

and this is why I

brouasht up the &1ice Moors fthing sarl ier

because there were a couple of efforts of compromiss (Ah

huby where, vou kEnow, Alice who was in the school board

mest ing would comes

ot and, a&nd say well, weve worksed out a
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JE S

deal and essentially her, her people would, ah, say he, he,
the hell with it Alilce, vou know, get back in there. You
know, in other words and it was very frustrating for the,
the, the establishment becaue they felt, well we can deal
with Alice Moore and, (Ah b oaby youw know, they would say
what about this, what about that and shes wouwid, ah,
supposedly aares to sons kind of & compromise then she'd go
out and, and tell her people well we ver worked out this
deal and they'd say corappy deal Alice and she'd say oh wall,
I don’t Tike it sither, vou kEnow Dlauwshingd and she'd go

back in and so thers, thers was that, that feeling that was

D

=t
=,

s
i

Just at a, at a total %

4

Huh o AR, Tedt me move on to anobthse ares. What about
outside influences? Ah, I understand, I've been led to
belisve at lsast that there wers, ah, peopls involved from
Gl o . |
John Burks Society . BEu Elug Flan, ah, sven somg nso-Naris
parhaps, ah, aroups that wesre perpebtusating this thing for
their own intsrsst. Ah, do vouw PMAVE 8N0Y ...

There was soms of that, ah, vou know, ocoat taill tvpe studd

bt T, I never ssnssd that it became, oh, & signiticant part

of the story. An, there werse some osopls who were very

close, ah, personally and campaign supporters of Allce Moors

who I was awarse of , you know, Deing involyved with fringe,
other kind of fringe elements. Ak, but I don’t think they
ware a major part of the story. ah, yvou know, [ never

senssed that they had control of anyihing or that they wers
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m

o

aa

directing it. I think they were Jjust trying to use the
issue to, you know, mavbe win some converts (AR hubey kind
of thing and 1 don’t think they were very successtul with
that. You krnow, most of the people who ware involved in

this thing wers, you krnow, simple countery folk who wanted

r+
3]

trne damn books out and that was it. You Enow, (&0 bk

Tet's Just get the books out and we’'11 a&ll go homs. =1l

b
e

hiabi e And 1t was th gimple OFf &y & ..

That ssems too simplistic to me. Although I'm sure it's,
it’s got & lot of truth in it. How couwld a st, couwld a
parson who Tives in, let’'s say Campbell’'s Cresk in a, in a,
e dnarticulate, ah, coalminer, ah, gaet, be awars of the
complexity of this issua? How couwld he desl with the fact,
alhy, in onse textbook you might have these storiss of &, of a
Jaok in the Beanstalk and, ab, some classical fairviales and
gome obher litsraturse, olassic literaturs and then, ah, in
another testbook it might have somes of the newsr nors nodern

TN Awars oof

Tmd e

Ernalish and how, how oo bthe

simple.  You BErnow, if was just, it was &z, as., as the day is
Tona to them. Some lTefi-wing ibserals were teyving o pat

t+iTthy books in, in rnon, you kEnow, unGod-liks books in their
schools - they wanted tham outb. (e huhy Real siople. And

it’s our school syvstem, ouw tawes. We're the people that

szand the kids to thoss schools. damn books out .

What "s so hara about that™ o 1t wWas a very simple
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resistance, you know,

these are the books we

we always go along

with the textbook committes’ s recommendat ion. [Csort of
lauwghingl You know, to them it was Just sinpless hell, tire
the textbook commitites, get anobther one and get some decent
books in the schools. (A Rk Mo compledity to it, simpie

as couwld be. And that, that'’'s

thaere, vou know, nobody had any

philigsophical guestions or

nobody T,

simplest thing in the world. st

ard we’11 all go home.

When the violence began to, to real

in, in the +all of ‘74, Septembeer
undesrstand therse was some real vic

[SIRtal

Man was shot, schools

poard actually the building

fired at, and &1l that sorit of
get oubk dn, in that, in that violent

viah.y o Tell me & Tithtls it

@1 LTIE,

the other dayv aboult your

it

found the people.

Well there, thers, thers were two

gusstionsd what | was doing 4or &
mornina whers there had Desn soms
fired upon, ah, somne reports oF 50

the way they saw 1t.
e
aryihimg
I didn’t senss that among

o

warae threatensd,
was Dombed,

thirng, &b, did

about

Thiesres ,

coubts or . vouw Enow,

Tiks that or when I sayv
moet of them it was Just

5 Jdust ast those books ouk

v oast started [ooughsid

ot school opesning, I
iouws things dones. AT

what the sochool

(b iy buses wWwere

vou personal by

ATy

R e-Anrutc:

Fud

yioill sald on the phone

your feEars, and how you

time, ah, whan 1

Tiving . &k, there wWas ons

violaenoe, ah, school buses

attered violenos up






KCTC-11 M&RCH 29, 1985 page 17

Campbell s Creek and 1 was, ah, got my photoarapher and we
headed up Campbell ‘s Uresk in an unmarked news vehicle and,
ahy, ah, the road guickly peters out from concrete to, ah,
sort o+ & rouagh gravel Jrock tyvpe surface and, ah, we re
heading wup the road Just Tooking for what’'s going on and ail

of a sudden [ctears throatl the road Just exploded in front

im

ot us and, ah, vou krnow (Literally suploded? yveab, ws, and
I dust, buuuuu ..., vou know, we hit the brakes and the

vehicle skidded to

i3]

halt. What had happened [clsars

e

throatl it took me & few seconds to figurs out is tbha

M

somabody had Just emptied a Toad of buckshot into the road

’

in front of us, you know, but when youw'rs on a rocky, gravel
road and a&ll of a sudden ~ buuu. .. all yvou see is, is dust

and hear an sxplosion, oh shit, yvou know, and, ah, and thers

wera threeg o four guys, ah, & coupl: of which had shotouns,

a coupte of which had bassball bats

o

e they dust, ah, cams

wp o out and stood in the road and said we don’t want you

here, and T said ves sie Dlavatinad ano T turned acound and

went riaht back down but, vou kEnow, thers’s bh..bhat

oneE of bthose timss when vou, L

aby bhat was DEE CEep

breathl you had to check to sse oF vour pants wers still on
becauss, ah, yvou knoow its oa, it was a very frighbtening
9 . 9 :

thina. BHut Ilauppase.the most scared 1 sver was was right
in the middle of the city of Charlesston, ah, that fall, ah,
there was a orowd which I think police sstimated at 7 or 8
thousand, ah, huriing rocks, bombarding the schoolboard

oftices up there on BElizabeth Streest and we werae kingd ofin

the midale of it croverdina it . il . &l . thiie Ta when the
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ot and they were also involved in it. And coalminers
decided they didn’'t want thesir pictures taken because they

ol esars

r

were illegally on strike. And we had one of these
throatl vans with the side opened wp, it’'s one of those step

VAaNS yvou open up the side of the van and we ware standing,

yvou know, nedt to the varn and my photogerapher s oot a oamar
orn his shouwlder and 1 got the mic in my hand and we re
taking pictures of the crowd and sveryibhing that’'s going on
and all the shouting and the chantina and svervihing that’ s
aoing on and, ah, a bunch of coal minsrs camne over wibth an
American flag and Just draped it over us s0 wse couldn’'t see
arnvithing and, ah, vou know, § Jdust told my photogeapher, [

o e vou know, keep rolling, kEsep rolling, you Enow, som

PN

B
W e DUNneh more got around behind the van and started rocking
it over ws 50 the root of the van was comina over The top

and peariodically we couwld sse oult from bthse f1ag. We saw

some others approaching with the lead pipss and the bassball
b
bats. &And at that point the onty thick | cowid fZhink of , 1

E: il 3

had my arm around the photographesr, | saild, I'm with vou,
you know, we’re togsther here, vou Just keep rolling.
Whatever happsns was’11 at ITesast have some escord of it a&and,
al, &, you Hnowg it owas one of those intserminable pariods
of tims that I could never actually put minutes or seconds

to. It geemed 1ike it went on forever and, ah, the foous of

the crowd started to twen on wus whan thes miners shtarted

atter wus and fimally, ah, ab somse point, ah, ah, somne

SOk e

Charieston Dol ioe ot BooAME AN wWith Sirasn
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(Huh W3 but 1 lTegitimately +21t that had the police not
agotten therse in the nest minute or so0 that we wouid have
besn seriously injdured.  Thers was, thers was no, ah, there
wasg no plaving arouwnd abouwt this, thess bhovs were SBrious.
Claughingld Uspeaking simu! tansousiy - inaudibiel

J0 What doss that, that particutar incident and the incidsnt
vl related sarl iser about Campbell s Cresk, what doss that

imply o oyoud  Have you ever thouaht abouwt it? Well 3 The

]
rF
b 1§
i
~

implications of that incidsnt. (AR, Why wer

You wars trying to, I hops, be an obdective

L]

attacking you®

rnews observer.

ER The C, the Campbell’s Dreek incident, ah, is, is not as
unusual as it might seem. Whenever there iz, ah, some kind
of trouble up some kinds of hollows in West Virginia they
don’t want any ousiders up that hollow. They want Lo take
care of it themssives.  And fthat, vou kBEnow, sssentilally, vou
Enow. they knsw that the state polics were ather them and
that they'd done some bad things, yvouw bBnow.  Well, they
miaht, the state police might have wsapons bul fthe news

maEcdia don't so by God they don’t have to Tet us in. It's

/Av: £V

their hollow.  Yow kEnow, sort of that state of Marstat?lt Law

;:-(L{

(Al huh ) sort of attitude. &by bthe thing downtown, ah, atb

that point it was that the whole thing was at its frenzy.

There ware a 1ot of violent achts goimg on and, and thoss
coalminers had Jdust decided they didn’t want their proturss

taken, by God, so, vou krnow, sinocs thers was essantially a
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5

"
oy &'ﬁ aA
state of marstratl Taw in the whois FHanawha Valley at the

time there I felt their assumption was wall, we’'ll beat the
Rell out of these guys and throw a f1lag over them and they
camn’t take ouwr picturse. And, ah, you know, we’'s gonna do
anvthinag to us for, yvou know, doing that so we're Just gonna

do it. There was this, this sort of state of lawliessness

this attitude, ah, (Ferhaps anarchy™ no, & lob, a ot of
9 2 £ 7 9 9

]

peoplie carrying loaded weapons in theilr cars and trucks, ab,
yvou krnow, there was &, bthers was a lobt of tension, ah, you
know, and, ah, thers was a significant amount of violsnoe.
fAny sense a3 a newsman during this time of real violence,

ahy, that these psoplse who were committing the violence,

peopie vou had contact with, really Enew what they wers,

e

what they were fighting for? Of wserse they Just caught up oin
soms kind of ware Dinawdible=d

Eal , yeal . I think, I think in, in, in the case,

particul arly, of ths incident down at tne schoolboard 1
think this was Just more of &, a mob +trenzy kind of fthing.

3

A, the Dampb...ifsver pitohd veah, the, the Campbell s

et

Cresk thing was., ah, simply that those wsre those, wers

those , were Dampbell ‘s COreskers and they didn’t want us up

HE

there, (&b huh) and they wers aolng o stop wus. They oid

1Y Al e

!

VOU kEnow, we want aw

fi:

]

(as

h

it

But, but, but did averags guy involved in the

anti-textbook

HE

ics really Enow why his was there [speaking

simul taneously ., inaudiblel in that orowd?
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i
s

Jg

BE

S

LT S e bdipy om0

Well as 1, as 1 said, as I Said I think +or most of them it

[

was Just a pretty simple thinag.
Just to get the books out.
Get the books out.
That’s all we want, Jjust gst the books out, riaht?
Aah huny, get rid of those damn books, we'll by, we’'ll o home.
Al hubh. AR, thers was a mesting soms ftime in the Tate
¥ \
fFratpst Fark , larae mesting with, ah,

summear of 74 &t

saveral of the leaders on the platform and s, thousands of

bt

peopl e, gusss, in the stands. Hers yow at bthat meeting?

A huh, yeah . We covered it.  Yeah.

A hahe T undeerstand, I, I heard it mentionsd, it related

to o me by one of the participants in the mesting that, ah,

h

gome of the saders, Ezra Graleyv, fvis Hitl, and Marvin
Horan were there and they were actually getting the people
to chesr for who they wantsd as their §sader. (Ah ke is

that a true story? (s huh, veah o) Doss that imply

i

.

anything to you? That ..

Fraetty muach what 1 owas

e BUppOets what vou said aboub ...

Teah, yeah. Fretty moech what 1 owas ftalking about sar) isr,
you know.  Who's gob, who’s got the most fans.

I was told tﬁat story and 1t really, T, I Just cowldn’t
belisve that (Yeah.) 1t, 1t, it asot to that =2hbH, vow Enow,

that peoplse would sctually ochesr for theilr favorits guy.

H

u

(AR Rk, alh bk g Umm, well, let’'s talk land of side ons,
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begin side I Was

Ak, 1

a lot of the anti-~textbook

that vou, vou
involved in. Al

peoplie,

Hopeful Ty vou wers neutral

of the story. Ah, tell me

people you interviewsd or had

S OLE .
The big

11(
vassal cﬁ‘f‘l =il g

aosst
'ﬁ

sangi s MEmOmyY

§ (p!'l,\

wa had a sts

the time, Dr. Danisl Tavioer,

respeact for as a, you know,

dedicated educator. &b, Dan

possible to avoid that issue.

it's the county schooiboard

achool board s problem, not &

nobihin® o do with it.

Lar Tavlor had, vou know, haa

Job ., oah, and when I osay

the, in the greater

andd

that

13

whio L
@y

Taylor

1285
saying,
people and
saw parsonally Lchuckts
wnat about some of the pro-te

the peopls that yvou would call

something

i

t

ek sm,

page 22

we've talked about, ah,

some of the violence
2] and ware, wars
Hitbook
pro-textbook .

gee both sides

vou tried to

apbout ot the

H

S0Ome

i

ontact with on the other

Lohad was & weakness in

g school superintendsnt at

Fag an immsEnss amount o

intelligent, ah, commitlted,

did evervihing humanly

Youw krnow, Just kept sayving

it’s the county

the state board

aloma that 4, if

oms out and, and done his

taiking apout in

official inm the state and had taken amn active role that, ah,
this issue coulid have been resolved & Tob more guickly by
I move up a step, Arch Moore, an, Jim really conceded to
have, to haved been, ah, the most pro-active innovative, abh,
axtreamaly involved aovernor in the history of the State of

West Virginia.

fluring the textbhook

dispute &roh Moore
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practically disappsared. CHu D) You kEnow, did youw kEnow
spoka out against the violence, the teraditional stufd, but
again, ah, yvou know, there was a vacuum there and nobody was
stepping forward to Fi11 it. I think that those on the

county lTeval who were Tooking up for leadership., ah, from

o+

the, the county supesrintendent to the, the sxisting board
mEmbers, ab, sssentially sensed that they were, they ware
ail, they were out thers on their own. That they was, vou
know, 1t was twfd titty and, ah, and they basically went
into the bunker and, ah, yvou kEnow, screwscd the top down and,
and you know, ftrisd not to raise their head above ths, ah,
ah, above the tine. And, ah, gust trisd Lo hunkse 0 out
and that, I think, enraged and frustrated the anti-textbook
sids even more. LAR bt e BFot ity it ot to bthe point
whare you coulon’t, vou couldn’t have a reasonable

discussion on the 1

il
0

Uy you couicdn’t have a debats on the
issue because there, there was this immsdiate boo%h‘smumd,
clash there, there nobody wanted to hesar anyithing, nobody
wanted to Tisten. They Just wantesd the damnn books out. You

the damn bDooks out

~4e
-
i
i
)
o
3
o
i
%
<
B
£
—+
i
i

kmow, and i+ wvou
thern don’'t talk to ws Bh huly ‘oceause we khow what’'s in

those damn books and we want “em oout and, vou know, 1L was

Just, 1t was, 1t was a no-talk king of issus and I think

it

iji

they, they perceived that. Ak, Leonard Uoderwood, ah,
(Fennsth) Kenneth Underwood, af, the, ah, the then, vou
know, school superintendsnt, vou know, sensed, I think
immediately, that, youw kEnow, hey, ah, schoolboasrd s not
gonna be out front on this ons and, an, after initially

trying to take a



KCTC-11 MARCH 29, 1985 page 24

lmadership position, he pretty much faded into the woodwork
as well. And it, it Just became one of those things where |
can’t remember any strong pro-active individual coming
forward and savinag, you know, these pegopie are wrong and I'm
gonna stand here and tell you that. {fAh hubh ) ity they
Just pretity much scureied for their cubbyvholes and Figured
after a whilse they'd gst tired and go away. (Al bk e
afy vou know, There wsre, ah, I wowid say, ah, Dan Tavioe
prabably had a great career as West Vieginda Supserintendent
of Sohoots. This was the major Dlemish. &rch Moors

1]

probably had a grsat record of Governor of Wesst Vircginila.

This was his major blemish. Ah, at isast befors his, his

i

subseguent indictment .
e The fact that they, they would not take hold and gst

invol ved?

1
i

Right, veah.

dve Ahy did vouw interview any of the teachers during this Lime?
There was a, thsre was a group ocalled Ooa, The Eanawha
County Coalition for Better BEducation - Suality Sducation
(i hub) who were basically pro-teditbook people. (i g

L2

it

Hid vou interview, talk to any of STho

k=
i
0
s
T

Bl Early on in the thing. Ah, they did some interviews. bul
as, as the, ah, as ths summer wore on they started
disappearing as well. It was, it was very, very difficult
at, at that point it stopped becoming one of those things,

Tet’'s talk about what’‘s right or wrong about this textbook

selection processe. You know, those were oub the window.
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g0

]

You know, by the time the summer was in, in full swing 1t
was Jjust, it was, ah, ah, vou krnow, just a flat out war.
And, you know, it was let’'s get those books out and the
people who wanted the books in recognized that the psople
who wanted the books out weren’t about to talk about it so
they dust essentially went into hiding.

Al huhy and dust hoped fthat it would all biow over and, and
G0 AWAY .

Yeah , ah bbb

fhy any, ah, svidence in yvouw recollection of this being an

H

pthinic issus in any, any regard? Blacks sgainst whites,

5

Mo. HNo, thers weren’t snough blacks invoived, ah, vou kKnow,

—
=

I didn’t sense any, any racial overtonss to it at al
West 1, one, ons of the issues [ wunderstand was the inciusion

b

oty ah, certain black authors in su

153

assted reading 1ists
such as Eldridge Clever, Malocolim %X, a problem with that.
Also, therse was some black, ah, stocies of Dlack childeen in
the, somse of the textbooks. Thers was one btexitbook that had
a black child, T remsmbar sesing & Dlack ohilad with a white
girl, ah, standing togethesr.

Teak, bthaers was, bhere some ofF bhat, &b, vouw kEnow, on

the anti side that, you know, they would hold this up, 1ook
what theyv’'re trying to do, thsy're teying to foroe

ssegination and stuff tike that. But, 1 don’t think that

3

was ever, vou krnow, a major factor.  Blacks did not bsoome



KCTC-11 MARCH 2%, 1985 page 6

Jhve

BE :

S ¥

involved really on eilther side of that issue. (AR Ry
They Just kind of hid as weill.

A hube As youw Took at this issus ten years down the road,
ah, what, what kind of an issus do you think, we’'ve talked
about culture, we’ve talked, we've talked about esthnics, ah,
ethnic background, cuwltural background and we’ ve talked
aobut , you know, coal miners and, ah, that sort of thing,

”~

what kind of an issue was this realiy?

i

fpausezsl I, I think it, it stacrted as &, ah, political

Hi

campaian izsus and it becams a olash of culiuwres,

Soois it osafe to say that, ah, on ons side of fthe fenose vou

i

have, ah, basically inarticulate, ah, ah, Tower social

T

strata people opposing, ah, articutate, ah, upper strata
people? Is that, is that & safe assumption?

I think that if vou were drawing a profite of a typical
person on elither side of that spectrum that would not be an
inacuwrate profile althouah ths leaders of the anti-textbhook
thing, the, the, who I refer to as demasogic in personal ity,
ware anyibhing but dirnacrticulate. They could whip orowds into

abzsolute frenzsies and Alice Moors herssl4d who ssver rals

P vioilos,  ah VoL kmow ., who nesver whippeod a crowd into a
: 9 E q ¥

o

trenzy, ah, was herssid an extrensly artiowl ate woman .  Tou
Enow, very wall spoken. [hoise on btapes, indistinguishabls,
sounds 1ike tape was shut oft and turned back ond

Ay, continwing ouwr discussion with Eob Beunner, ah, on Dhe
4 9 5

Fanawha Valley Textbook Controversy, as vyou WBre., we
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Bl

interrupted there something came to my mind, Bob, about, we
were talking about the, ah, the division betwesen the two
groups. [ think it's, ah, ming is on a personal
observation, maybe artifical, ah, to say on the one side you
have inarticul ate maéﬁeé, on the other side you have
articulate people. You have alrsady incdicated to me that,

that the lsaders of the anti-textbook psopls wsre far from

being inarticulate. Alice Moors was a very arbiculate,

very, ah, (&b huho polished Tady, that’'s besn my
wnderstandina . Marvin Horan, fAvis Hill, ah, Ezra Graley and
others couwld take and could articulate well. {(Fk g 1

think that spesaks highly of the group. Well, were thers

i

people in the anti-~-textbook area 1. I've been hint, it’
been hinted at that thers were peoplse Wwho were anti-textbook
people who were under, undernsath all of this. They weren’t

out front people vet they warse, A secutives, ah, an,

=3
-
T

de type people. It'=

P

endinesrs, people who wers, ah, carb
besn hinted that ...
Thare wsrs a8 tew, ah, who wees involved in that, ah, I, I,

one feliow | o recall who subssguently ran for congrsss, |

ireer . who 1

think against Jobn S1ack, who was & Darbids sng

i smes, ah involvad i the anti anti-teutbook , ah R
g L ] El Y %

and, and & few peoplse that T wouwld, vou know, consider minoe
political figuwress who were at Ieast svmpathetic or allowed

themsel ves to be identifisd with it, LDareyl Holmnes who is
now state senator up thers, my menory tells me, abh, 1 would

over - 1 e [
sex ral b odLe

W WOk dmd

i
i
i

sae periodically at, at some of the

5

:

the crowds (A huh.) that, that so there, there was some ot
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that (What nixed that?) &b, yeah, well lTet’'s put it this
way, [ never really saw Statorm directly involved in any of
the protests but a lot of the people who were involved in
the initial stages of Alice Moore’'s campaign, ah,
subsequentially were involved with Nick Staton.

Jove AR huhe So there were people who were, ah, we might ocall,

T

0
-+

ah, a little above the, the Jower social strata
Campball’s Cresk coalminer. (Yeah . Who mavbe wasren 't
guite as out front, mavbe nobt ouite as visible, but they
ware  involvaed?  Wouwld that be a sate .. 7

BEr  Yeah, wall vou mentionsd ths obther organizations who wers

plaving what [ psroceive to be & maraginal or tertiary rol

]
i

A, and I think Nick Staton has been involved with, ah, what
vouw miaht call soms, yvou know, right wingsd political

flirtations and, ah, vou know, & Tot of those people saw

tH

this as a, an issue that, you know, kRind of get their aroups
involved and everything like that. S0 there was. there was,

thaere was some of that bleed off but, ah, I don’t think that

playved & central role.

A Did o vouw ever ast any calls as a newsmnan from peopls who
wanted to be interviewsd, who wanted to have their story
told and

BE:  You msan on ths pro-textbook side?

Je Well, sithsr side.

BEy Ay, well the~antiwtextbmmh pEon e wers on the phons

svaeryday, yvou know, they wers just, they bombarded the



KCTC-11 MARCH 29, 1985 page 2%

JL

EE

JI

I

media, ah, the pro-textbook people spent most of the time
hiding.

Oh real ly?

Yaah .

That ‘s interestina. When in fthe national news msdia ficrst
got involved I think it was late summer of 74 fthey began to
come in, Sisty Minutes did & progeam, (Al buhly ahy they sent

im oa tsam, bthers were some obthsr national , did yvou have

contact with these peopls as they cams into bthe arsa, ah?

Yemah, soms. &b, they, Tikse any story what, they, you' re
doing for a national audiencs, bthey wers Dasically
interested in, you know, gst in, gst your tootage, snunciate
the issues and get out. They weren’t there for the lTong
haul . (Ah huho Ab o, they wers Just there to do what we in
this, in this businsss call, vou krnow, your guick hi
You know, come in say this is the Fanawha VYalley, thess
people ars protssting.  Ah, they want the textbooks out of
the schools. These peopls want the testbooks in the schools

and say they re not bad and heee Do standing up in front of

the ocrowd sayving it omight gest

and then lTet’'s get on the plans and Tsavs. Yo know, bthab
Bimd of bthing.

A, and so that was basically theilr attituds whan LThey cams
in?

Yeah , veah. Weil, T omsan thers, there was one incident, ah,

which 1 was not there personally for, ah, wehre 1, I believe

it was Jedd Duvall at OBS who, ah, was in and, vou Erow,
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these guys come in real guick and tey to pick vour bhrains
what the heck’s going on and, and we told ‘em,, well the
only thing going on tonight there was thers was some meeting
up . ah, Campbell s Creek and, ah, ah, Jedd said well we’ll
take the crew along and go up there. And the Tocal media
tended to avoilid those mestings up on Campbell’s Cresk cause
they tended to be peretty, ah, ah, you know, there was a
potential that youw'd gest punched out. And 50 we tendsd to
Just stay pretity much with the opsn ailr mass demonstration
Eind of thinas ‘causs, abh, it was ouwr perception at the time

that when they, when those bovs aot towsther up on

]

i

ampbsll s Dresk what they were planming was nob s

- ctly
Tegal and they didn’t exactly want us thers anvway. But
Duvall took his ocrew and weant on wup therse and somsbody bhad
totd himy, ahy, during thes, ah, when he was tryving to find out
what was going on that 1t was essentialiy a battie between

the Rillers and the creskers.  And, abh, went wup Campbsll ‘s

Cresk and he in sntering ths room apparently in, in an

=

Ffort o ingratiate hidmseld said well IT've bhesn talking

i

with the hillsrs, 1 gusss you guys are the oresskers.  Well,

callin Campbsll ‘s Oreskee, cresker, & oresker from the

[ia]
i

ouwtside, vou know, 15 something akin to caliing a black

parson a nigaer. And, ah, so some bilg dude who heard thatb

Just [slapping of hands togetherd punched Jedd right out and
punchad his 1iaht out eight there and, abh, Jdedd went down,
the crew shot a little footage [laughingl and they backed

right out of there. So, ah, ah, the nexst day Jedd asked

another story. [aughingl
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Wow, I hadn’t heard that, that’'s interesting. Ah, another
thimna came to my mind as you were talking about that
particul ar incident. Ah, I completely lost it now but, ah,

we were talking about national news interest and so forth,

i
-

ah, man I’ve jTost that thought. Let me, Tet m2 move on to

to the decline of the controversy as things begin to cool

off . As things begin to kind of fade away. #As, as you lost
interest in it as a newsman or did vouw ever?  Mavbe vou

T e

navar 1os interest. Tell me how it bhegan to cool off an

why vou think it began to cool off.

This i=s, this is gonna sound awful stranos Lo you, ah, I

think cold wesather.

omsone =1se saild they Just got tired.

58]

Yeah. [lauwghinal I think evervbody dust got tired of it
The weather got cold. They didn’t want to march around any
more so it finally Jdust faded away. Ah, it was one of Lhose
issues that we were real tired of covering. Ah, vou know,
there wasn't anyibhing new in terms of news.  You kBEnow, the
positions wers well sstablished. The, ah, thers wasn’'t,

wasn 't any real nsws developments coming owh oof it esxospt

hare’s todayvs demonstration folks, and, Ah huhy ah, vou
krow, those gobt kind of boring and alum. Yo hate to keen
doing what vou call numsroiogical storiss while there wers

1

Past week

i

i thousand today, there wses 2ight Dhousand
there ware ten thousand the weesk betore that. You know,

that ‘s, vou don’t rsally show viswers anybhing about it at
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that point. And I think that with the onsst of cold
weather, ah, yvou know, ah, coal miners all went back Lo work
once school got rolling again and things started fading away
and once, I guess, Marvin got arrested and, yvou know, the
issue Just sort of guistly faded into ths cold weather and
nobody couwld gst it rolling again.

One, one otbther issue I wanted to ask vou about . The
incident I wanted to ask you about, there was a school board
meating soma tims in the sarly falil at which Douglas b Limp
was baat up, actually physically attacked by some of the
denonstrators.  Did you happen to be in, in, werse yvou, oid

I heard about that. I never saw it. ARy T didn’t know that
he was beaten up.

Wes11, he said he was pushesd into & table, he was at, at a

table at the school board wherever the schoolboard was
meeting, perhaps the board of education, I don't Enow.

feah, 1t wolld have bhsen.

A, and he was at & table, & lTong table wibth obther osmbhers
of the school board and somsbody cams forward. aby, the orowd
pressed the bosard and actually aot a hold of him physically

antd pushed his into the tabhis. 1 mean he was actually

.1
pil
i
i

beat up. Iy, T say beat up now ...
I dont, ah, I remember hearing about it but for, tor soms
reason of whatever 1 don't think we actually wsre filming

then.
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Did vou interview Doug Stump?

Yeah .

Ah, he’'s been accused of bsing, ah, hypocritical in his
approach. Ah, ...

I meset, I’'ve met very few politicians that aren’t.
Clauvahingd

Okay, remamber that this will be on, ah, deposit at the
Marshall Library. (Yeah . But that okay, that’'s fines.
that s kind of observabion.

"

D don’t, T don't pull punches 1ike

F

hat .

Well, that’s areat. 1 appreciate vouwr candor. &b, so the

i

thing really started winding down as school got back in

i

talk & Tittle bit

iy

session and, and, ah, ah, iet’'s, let’
about the snd of this thing, ah, in retrospect. What, what
about this issue? Wh, why was it s violent and so, and I'm

asking for, again, youwr opinion, so violent, so0 uptront, so

visible during August and Septenber and October . and then

T3

by November and December things were really starting to ool

gown and it dust ssemns irondo theat suach am dssus would die

out s0 guickly.

Other than that sioptistic answer | gave vou, the cold
waather, [ think thers was alzo a ssnse fThat began to

develop amonast some of the people who were out front on the

issue. Ah, and I, as I said, Alice Moore turned faint
hearted sarly and, ah, Marvin got arrested and, ah, I got,

had the sense that Avis and BEzra and peopls like that, head
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Eind of stared, you know, an outright riot in thes face a tew
times and they were a little worried that they were, it was
out of their control. There were, at this point, ah, soms
of the, the frinae elements that you had mentionsd who were
tryving to, to get more into the mainstream of the thing and
I think, ah, ah, you know, when it started out, vou kEnow,
there’'s a meeting up on, ah, you kEnow, up at, ah, Alan Cresk
toniaht and by God we’'re gonna, you know, talk about these
texthbooks and then they'd show up and start looking around
and sseing people other than their feiends and neighbors
there. Mh, I think that terndsd to make some of the averages
citizens kind of back away from it saving well this isn’t
Just us anymore. This, these are, you know, thase are sone
people who have bigger ideas than texwtbooks. &And I think
that was a part of it too. They, thsy, they mayhe starad
some problems in the face a couple of fTimes and, and

real ized that this was, yvou know, real seplosive and wers
kind of backina awasy ferom avervbody, Just kind of backed

down a lTithie bit who was locally involved and then when the

Pt

r @l l

putsiders, vou know, who at this point wers gstt
pumped up ware trying to o get peopls pumped wp theay ware
finding that the people were kRind of bturning their backs on

then becauss, vou know, to them, as | o, 1h o owas a simpie

i
it

LESUE It was ast the damn books out. You know, that was
the whole thing. And then when other people started

introducing other thingss vou mentioned the klan. We had a
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couple of visits from, you know, klan, ah, vou kEnow muckety
mucks and secret mestinas and all that kind of stuf+ and
(Birch]
there was some John Burke society, yvou know, very guiet
activity by them. I think when people lTooked around and saw
those kinds of people trving to become a sianificant &lemsnt
and then most people said I don't want anvithing to do with
them and they left.
Just backed off.
Yeah .
Yeah. Af, was there ever a sSeEnss as a newsman that vou fait
Tike if we could just, this thing couwld be resolved i+, it a
coupte of things would comne Lo pass?  This thing couwld be
resolved or was it, was there, was it unrssolvables?
I thought it was unresolvable. You know, the board was
gither gonna taks the books out or they weren’t. Yiou krow,
and i+ they were gonna take the Dooks ocubt the, the people,
ah, who were against ‘m won and i+ they weren’t gonna take
the books out, they/re gonna stick fto their guns. The, the
pEople were gonna, you know, at the very lsast the peopls
were gonna beat them in the next elesction (Oh hakld and, ah,

that was 1it.

It's also 1ronic to remember that, ah, duwring those
controversial days in the fall, summer and falil of 74, ah,

peopnls wars, WeErs wWan scersamina for btheie clabts, ah, to
know what their kids are being taught and, and have an input
into that and yvet today, even, 8ven, @van a yvear or two

atter the incident it’'s difficult if not impossible to oet
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parents involved in that process. (Al huha) o And they ' re
tempting, I was told by the schoolboard people in Kanawha
County they, they, they’'re open to any parent getting
involved in the selection process, or having input into the
schoolboard (Ah huh.) but vet they Just can’t get parents
invol ved . I fimd that ironmic. (Yeah.) Especially as
volatile as this situation was.

Yeah, it’'s amazing, it really is.

I gust can not undesrstand that. Tt/s, it’'s beyvond my
comprahension. But, ah, that may or may not be significant
to this issue. Ah, did this issus as you sse 1t now, ten
vears later, in, in Huntingtorn, ah, viewing this thing in
Fanawha County, did it have any positive bensfit?

[pausel I can‘t thimk of a single positive to come out of

that. But then again I'm a synical newsman. Ctaughingd

o
]

Youw know, I saw moaoaic leadership on one sids and
weakness and vassalation and lTeadership on the other side.
A, 1 osaw no real , ah, resolution to the problem. Thes
probBlem just essentially, vou know, died for fack of inpetus
really more than anvihing else.  And, ah, & 1ot of people
showad their neighbors the ugly side of themseives and, ab,

there i robabty still soms of that schism, ab, in the

i
0

Fanawha valley but there was no eftfort made or, ah, ..., aF
certainly no successful effort made to ever Dring peopls
togsther to start thinking as & community. It was a totally
devisive, totally negative, totally bitter, ah, you know,

Tot of animosity. There was Just nobhing that, that
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appeared, you know, atter that which said well at least we
learned this or, vou know, at least we accomplished this.

And it was Just, ah, to me it was a totally negative
Kperience .,

A hube Aly, did, did, did the anti-textbook peopls have any
Tegitimats argunsnts at all?

Sure.  Sure, there’s always a brand of tegitimacy in, I msan

vou krnow, as [ said beftore I hate to, I hate to keesp

repeating mysald (That's alriaght) they were the taxpavers.

i

]

Thesse were their schools and their kids and they wanted
those textbooks out. Tt was very simple. fandg showldn 't

they have the riaght to say whalt their kids’ gonna be taught

in school® Well, obviously starting to taik constitutional

P
Hi
i

sUEes now, but there was no guestion in their mind that
they should. And, and the obther sid8 wWas Sayina you may
Rhave a right to say what yvour kids can 1=arn and what your
kids can rsad, but you can’t tell me what my children can
Tearn and read and weite,  And that was, ah, thalt became a

Z

bone of contention. (Ah huah.)  That, that’'s whersa they
began to call them sensors, bookburmers, and that soet of

thimg . Caby bk g A Tothink there was, wsll bhat's

I

peculiation but I'm surs both sides had Tegitimats

argumsnts . Bo yvou ses nothing positive out of this whols
thing at &117 (Huh wuh)

Well then myhmext guestion was how could, cowld it have bheen
handng differently? Couid it have been handl ed

differently™ How do vou fsel in retrospect, the, the, the
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people who were legitimately concerned about this issue?

How could they have handled it differently?

[pausel It was such an waly episode and 1, I render part of
the blame for the depth of the uglinsss on the total lack of
leadership on the, the state level. &h, Arch Moore, Dan
Taylor, ah, yvou know, had they become proactively invol ved
in this early on, ah, had theyv, you kEnos, used the state
police more sfficiently, you know, and bes able to crack down
on soms of this viclence and soms of thsese protsstse.  Had
they sstabl ished that they were chargs and then said okay,
Tet's talk, you krnow, i+ wa're doing a wishbook, ah, oy
perception was that the, the angsr and the frustration and
the vituperation continued to build as the anti-textbook
torces senssd, hey, they' re all atraid of us. They' re atl
running scared.  Nobody s standing up. Well, it's like
anything 2lse, yvou re, i+t you, you Enow, ydu walk into
somepl ace and say [ can whip any man in the Joint and
evarybody starts heading for the back door, well by God I'm
praetty touah .  You know, if vouw walk dinto a place and say 1
—an whip army man in the Joint and some dude stands up and
savs how about me, wall then you have tsndenciss, well maybe

I oan’t whip anybody in the Joint Dlaughingd you kEnow.

(Yeah , I wnderstand.) But nobody really ool wp to hdimo a&nd
sald, vou know, yvou know, fet’s, tirst of atl, let’'s sit
down and be resasonable but when we ' re not gonna stanod o

any of this rock throwina and beating people up and stods
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lTike that. But, you know, first of all ws’'re gonna

establ ish order. Now we're gonne talk about it. I+ that
had been done sarly on, ah, if Dan Taylor hadn’t run scared,
if Arch Moore hadn’t run scared, ah, yvou krnow, I think there

had, there would have besn, yvou know, thers might have been

a chance to gt the i

e resolved on a nore prodoctive
Tevel . (AR huh . Well , as we said bedors there, thers wers
reasons thinas were done and, and underlyving reasons that
we’'re not aware of but, ah, I, I have the, the fesiing as 1
think about this issue and the things [“ve lTsarned about it
already, it, it was a highly complax, high volatile issue,
and IT'm talkimg to myseld now, | think this rehesarses things

i omy mind, ah, somsone told me, it might have besn Avis

i

Hitl, that, ah, he +eit, whosver it was said this, fellt that

this issue would have happensd no matter what. It was
times, 1t was an sra when things were being protested, akb,
the establ ishment was in ftrouble, Watergate had Jdust

Fappenad, Viebnam was Just wincding down, it was Just over.

A, people werse tirsed, they wers frustrated, they wears angry

anc they were venting their frusteations and angse on Dhe
establ ishment . And, &b, this was an issue, whos:s ftime had

come.  This was Just a vehidocts Ak bbby o allow peEople to
Just vent their frustrations on it. How do o vou fesl about
that™

I think there’'s a 1ot of teruath in that . Yeah, I really do.
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Especially people, ah, ah, who, ah, who in Eanawha County,
trom my, &h, historical understanding, who have been
traditonally, ah, hard working, down trodden, ah, people who
always felt kind of, ah, pushed around by the big guys. {(#h
huh o) Ah, is that a, do you think that‘s a fair assumption?
Yzah. I think there’s a lot of teuth in that. Yeah.

That may be the direction my thesis takes. A&Ah, [ don’t
krnow, ah, this is praliminary, the interviewing 'm doing
nowW and, ah, but I dust, I can‘t help but think a coalminer

oA o

« standing wup and dolng valanocs OF

it
= o

in Campbell’'s Cresk,
Ever, even carrying a placard in front of the board of

?

&

yi

education and mayvbe he can’t sven resad the book that
protesting against .  And if vouw tried to talk to him about

language arts and, and all those complex issuss that are

ot

involved in the different arsas and levels that, and fve
talked to th, th, ths lady who was the chairman of the
texthook sslection committee and she showsd the thes geafts
and the charts and the rationale and philosophy behind it

g [

and it’'s wvery complex. 1 Jdust can’t unsestand how a

i

coalminaer from Campbell s Dresk showld gst himseld worked

LALT . I mean get into an lssus and say bthas, I owant a1l the

books out and understand why yvou wanted tThem oub.

Because somebody handed him one-pags excarpts, you know,

-

some of which contained scatological refersnces, some of

)

i

which, as yvou pointed out, containsd racial,

oy rafersncss,

some of which, ah, vou know, containsd what we considar
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profanity. And said this is what they ' re putting in your
schools for your kid to learn. [noise in backaroundl 1
don’t want those in my schools. You know (He believed that
then™) vean, it’s that simple. Yeah.

Yeah. Well, ah, again I, ah, 1 appreciate your tims Bob.
And, ah, I don‘t, you have anything in, in, in closing yvou’d
tike to mention? Anything that sticks out in vour mind
about this?

M, T fhink we, we coveresd the lettsers finsg. Clawahingd

Well I, I appreciate yvouwr time and, ah, this is, ah, this
tape, ah, will be used for, ah, historical ressacrch and will

be on deposit at the Marshall University library for further
refarencs if yvou have nesed of it. And, ah, this will
conclude my interview with Bob Brunnee of WSRZ TV in
Huntington regarding the Fanawha Valley Textbook
Controversy. And, again, I thank you Bob.

Dk ey o

and of intesrviewl
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