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The Mobleys.
Notes & Comments on
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‘.Oak-ﬁill United BrethrenAChﬁrcha o2 By VWes 5efferson.
Ficnli f4?°“f_“‘5MY?afﬁ_%89' i B?¥“3b°§? 19729w§ number of citi-:
zens met with Rev. Samuel M, Martin, in the old Deer Pen school
fornﬁirfqe worship. Among the first ‘members of this organization
yere‘Waeh Jefferson apd‘hisweife, Apgeline, Henry Jefferson and
his wife, Mary Ann; Isaac Arthur attended, but probatly telonged
'?fupabe%;vCreek;_ John 4rthur and hie‘wife; Serah.?erry“Arrhur; N

| Johh Ruder and Lizzie.iones Ryder' Jess Ferguson and RoEert Grimes;
Taylor Clarke and Catherine Mehling CIarke; Daniel Clarke and

Harriett Simme Clark; John and Elizabeth Jefferson Blanchard:
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e

3
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Rev Joe Brammer (See Reb. Jefferson). R i
g The first sexrmon preached on Deer Pen Hill was by Rev. S.M.

. - Martin, in a grove, on the farm of Harrison Hagley on the point ,
31 . facing»Nine Mile, and was the funeral of Richard gerry, who died

r _ ; _ W ok iy

il":‘at Berrieon preiip 8. I understand this was the first sermon he

4 ever preached in Cabell County. |

] \

4

Oak Hill Churchs ‘

. Jacob‘Sehultz and hie wife were charter memters,
Rev. S M.Marin probebly came up from Jackson County at the
time he came here he was sent by the U B. Annfiateporference as a
Home Missionary preacher. He served here for ten to twenty years,
He 1ived at Milton, and when he got too old to preach he moved to
Huntington,'where~he died,

The old log school was sold to James A, Bias, who moved

it and used it for his dwelling, and for which purpdse various

people have continued to use it. 'It'stands almost in sight of.
:U i wito original location. ;
Rev, Martin was loved by everybody in this eection. He

B




was a kindly man, and practiced what he presched. Whem he stayed
9v§?_nlgpp wlth his“mpmbers he always called for reading of the
sq;ip?u;gs, and prayers His wife, Aunt Lina, usually“gttended
the services, She was a tall, slender woman, and a great church
worker. v - | | 7 |

-~ Among the firsl of the Sunday School superihtendents_uere
thp Ryder gn§7Wagh Jefferson. Later, Rev. Joe Brammer followed

them as Syperintendent.

,*‘artin.-fwas in charge‘here, he organized

churches at Upper Greeﬁbottom,_Lower Cabell Creek, and one at
Hilton. These formed the Milton Circuit, A class was later organ-
ized at Union Ridge, from which Union Chapel reaulted. ; _ '

s The Greenbottom church was organij,ed in the Upper Green-
tottom schools the one on Cabell became the Z.Warner chnrch

In 1887 the Oak Hill church was organi:ed. It was dedi-
cated on June 30, 1895 vy Rev. IuE.Carder, of Pt, Pleasant. Jacob
Schultz btuilt the house; or, at least, enclosed it. Latgr lumber
was purchased of W,T.Cox to ceil {& and. tace the wibtows:

Some of the charter members were as followss Geo.Win-
ters and Mary Knight Winters, his wife; Henry and Mary Ann jef-
ferson, his wife; JJohn and Eliz, Jefferson Blanchard; W.F.(Toney)
Houchin and Marindé Jefferéon, xaxwifrex Houchin, hiswife; Harve

and Susan Jefferson Newman, his wife; Wes Jefferson, Laura Winters;

Altert and Parthena Knight Newman.

Oak Hill Church preacherss Byr Ves. Jo

Rev. Chriss. He was here in 1887 when I came home fran the

West (Wes Jefferson) Not.much of a preacher. I know little about
| :

him. i
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JM.Cullen: Was here two years, I think, He was well liked. Vg

I'J» | Was a good revivalist. Industrious. He was here his first year,

La Fayétte Rexrode’® Served here his first year in the minis-
B. E.‘Chg}font Parkersbturg. First circuit rider.
u_'J,ﬁgﬁ,BgrtS A 1argé'man, and well liked. Good~:evi§alist,
Harf, c;ippled. He married a daughter of Harvey'CIarke, who lived
beyond_thg ngrenkohl,fgrm.}We_Joined"their“farm,r | _
 mA. S.hRifflet Mason County?! A good, industrious man, He came

€ G

on horsebagk.

Rev.Conleyt I knew nothing of. him. e ‘csme on horseback, He:
3?ggsgﬁgxﬁgfhﬁlﬁpéthrgefggp?soﬁ1horseback. He was herebtﬁoﬁér three
yearéi'Wasvarsplendid man, and well liked., | )
‘ Micpge;mﬁ, Kelly: Sef#ed here the second term; three or four
years, altogether. ¥ : | - -
 vL, M, Carder: Point Pieasﬁpt. A?véry;able preacher; Served
well, Helpreached Harrisonﬁﬂaﬁa§1;§§§funerﬁl.
W, E, Crall: Avout two years.
E.V Webster: : '
J.RM.Knapp? Hason\County. he later quit the ministry and
moved to Charleston. His wife was a teacher.

Oak Hill Church Pastors:

1., Sam Martin
) 2. Wm.basto. Preached at Deer Pen.Buolt Aunt Meck Jeffer-
son's house. Preached in the log school. Came from Jackson County(?)
Akstrong preacher. Industrious. His descendants are in | |
}f' Mason County. |
L'J 3. Jonah Slaughter: Probably from‘Mason,County.'Was a good
K
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P;egg@é?:pipgyeled the circuit horseback. He had four cchurches

in his ciréuitf

4. H, L, Poling: Preached in log tuilding. On one oc-
casion Dave Howard and Ed.Johnson were causing a d;sturbance. The
preacher saids "Wjo is that young man®®  Dave HoﬁardABaid:‘
"Dave Howard". "Do you think you can write 1t?* Poling said: -
f?gg,“;.think_lrcgp". _quar¢hwas”igd{ctéd; left the country,
went west, and never returnéd to live here. He came back on a vis-
it and looked like a gentleman. Behéved well, and was well dressed.A
Avout Letart, Mason Cqﬁhty. ' e - ,~ |

5, Michael M, Kellys A good man. Served the circuit sever
gl years.. He lived at Milton while here and»traveled,on:fpot. \

6. E.C, (Charley) Martin: Left his wife for another wo-
man. He\wgs here about a year. ~’ ‘

. 7. AB.Salaz: Came here as a young man., Was probably from

Jaqksqn County. He rode horseiack. A good record. Probably liv-
ing (in 1938). B

Preachers ' Tobe Blake,

; 4 i /

(Ed.Perry, a policeman, who killed Tom Ball in making an
arrest) |

Rev. Taylor, of Masbn Co.

Rev.Moore, of Milton, |

Rev.Martin Edmunds, Mason County. He wée a good one, All
were Methodists, '
John Black was a very fine one. A good revivalist., People

had much confidence in him. Roland and Elisha Bias preached in our

section,
-4-
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~ per end of the Hugh Hoiard farm. It 13 now known ars the S \

Deer Fen School,
= -2 e R R N = " ,’.v, ; I ; y s Pay s

<>“The first bpilding wag of logs. Wash Jeffgrgon uilt it
aboutw7Q>ye§rs ago, or about 1868, rigﬁt on top of the Deer
Pvyn Hill, I{ wag nemed from & deer pen, owned by Harrison Hag-
Yeys - ,
June Fulks, who lived on the John Kyle place° Harriett Hall
of Athalia~ Hugh Clark, of Athalia; Jerry Blake, from Little

Guyan, near Glenwood; Emma Blake, daughter of Ike of Ba:bours-

ville, She aftermards married Levi Jones. Young Mr. Anderson; be

low Athalia; Henry Childers., A_Later ahframg_bni}éingﬁw;aibgilt
by_Jgs,_and George Petit. Henry Lambert taughtfthe first school
atout 1899, | _ o

When the log tuilding was moved the Deer Pen children went
to uppér Seven Mile, the Board having stolished it. They later
tuilt the 'freame. e

Reb.Jefferson sayss "The first school I ever attended was
to Eck Miller, dauchter of Peter Miller, of Athalia; shevws & |
good woman; She taught the first two schools there, and toarded
at my father's. Hence, this was about 1868-9, Born March 24,
1859 (Anse Blake),

Hugh Clark, of Athalia , protatly taught the second school
there. Irvin McGhee, of telow A*halia taught considerahly lgfer
June Pulks, Henry Childers, Jerry Blake followed.

Later the Board sold the log house to Jas.Bias; then built

- & school at the Al Smick place. It was used 'till about the time

Jno Greer was preaching at the Baptist Church. He held the first

: revival in the Seven Mile School, This house vas condemned, and

sold to the Baptist church, They moved it and located on the up-

Foad ; VN A R AR ¥ PR L s A
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Mt.Union Baptist church and is a part of the present church.

Reb.J, saya: "I vent to the last school I ever attended st Seven
Yile phen 1 waN. 1d. SHis wag abent LeVD. 1 de ney ¥emamiisr the
teacher, but think it was June Fulks. He care rom Ohio, and
moved back there later., He lived on the present John Kyle place,

owned by &muggy Bias, father of Sam Bias, at Guyandotte now.

7 Oak Hill School. ‘

I rememter the following teacherss: nise Rousey,
Hatyie MeGlaughlin, Irvin Le Sage; Sidney E. Le Sage, &c. Hen-
ry Lambert. Osk Hill was built by Jacob Schukts snd Joseph
ie Sage, Sr, as contractors in 1877, Jos. L., Jr. and Will
Schultz helped. Before that, school was held in the old log at
Le Sage: It was torn down in 1936. Bill McCanna used the logs
for stove wood at Le Sage. Teachers, continued: . " -

Zenos White, who lived on Pres Khighx‘s farm,

Allen Bryant, of Bryant's Creek, _
Charlotte Wilson,‘of Quaker Bottom, ‘
Ida Maﬁpin, Ona,

Frank Malcolm; Ona,

Elden McKnight, Miller, Ohio,

John Varnum,

John Lambert, Rufus Switzer, T. Wes. Peyton, Harriett
Hall, John Laidley, (Brother to Mrs.Burt's Ulysses Laidley, a
trother to atove. Henry Lambert followed John Lambert.

Oak Hill was Bduilt abtout 1876.

Bill Bias lived telow Rouses. A éon of Flathead Bias, fhe
old BiaaAplace was just above the Vint Winters' place.

o



Schoola . By Anse Blake.

1 firet attended school ‘at the Le Sage school. , That was
tuilt by my grandfather, old James McKnight, for a church
house, A ‘ ' . \ 7
»I was torn July 20;1855, I married yogng;-in Gallia County,
Ohio. Harriett Clark, of Athalia, taught there. She was a sister
of Hugh Clark; who went to California, and there died. He»ﬁa:-
ried Fanny Blake; daughter of Morris Blake; a Mf.Davis taught
there, : | ) 7
This bnilding was old, as far as I can remember a Miss
Maupin taught there, and I think her father, Chap Maupin lived

on Greentottom. He rented--on the lower end of Dr.Jenkins' farm.:

01d man "Johnny* Shoemaker, sawed the lupber for Kickory
Grove school. It was btuilt by Jake Schultz and Wash Jeffersbn.
Shomaker was father-in-law to Wilson Cooper; he lived on the
left hand'fork of Nine Mile. He sawed lumber on Cabell_creek,
Spurlock Creek, Davis Creek, Little Catell, Perry Creek. He cut
the finest of the timter and threw away the rest.

I walked about three miles to Le Sage school, My children
went to Hickory Grove. The Mastersons, John and Ray taucht there

as well as Henry Lemtert.
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By Ves and Reb. Jefferson.

B The Phoenix Stave andléarrel Co..built and operated the
Phoenix:nill.ea. Jo. Miser had a tlacksmith shop there. The com-
peny bad a large store in the "Bill" Estep house. It was called
the"company*store?. A man nemed Chas. MoQuigg, of Ironton, was a
clerk. Also Charley Shiﬁton was clerk. He was the last one there.
Henry Williams was father of Jean Johnson. S |
Wash Jefferson had a rifle gun, made by Thomas Kyle. “Thom-
as Kyle was on it. Wash gave it to Reb J. , and he thinks Anse
Blake has ir, or had it. J : : —
Henry Jefferson was born Feb. 6y 1314- died July 28, 1910,

e

LR Apﬂpld mill stood Jjust above Nine Mile Bridge on the farm
where ,Sinton Smith now liveag_It;was operated untilAaLout‘sO -
years ago. This mill vas built by Allen Howard. ﬁe was a good me-
chanicy made the dam and built‘thefmill. He attached e.bolter to.
bolt meal, and sometimes, flour., He also sawed lumber. He sawed
ﬁart of ﬁhe lumter which is yet in the“Joe Wentz house,

Another water mill was a little aiove the present Tom Cooper
house, This was years ago. |

The road to the Howard mill for the people followed a road
from the old Joe Wentz house up the ridge, to theright of the
James Bias house, out the ridge tetween Seven Mile and Nine Mile
and down the holl to the mill., Wes says it was there when he could
first remember. It was there, protably, tefore the ckvil war. The
uvper mill ‘was probtably older, |

People near the forks of Nine Mile went over the Oak H111 |
route to the mill, Abner Knight went a route tack of his house, and
followed the ridge with the Wash Jefferson road. Both Knight and

S
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;ef{e;eon kept it open for.everybody._Large gates separated the

7 Mary Johnson (Mary Smick) and Burl went to housekeeping on
Rocky Branch about 1/1 mile up. the creek, in a round log cabin,.A
built by Jim.Pinkerton, who married a daughter of old Joe Hagley.
Ee~wae‘a large, tall man; his wife was “fleshy“., He lived te-
low BillWWeedef, on the same farm, at the-fqotiofIOak Hill,

y Andy'Jchnsoﬁ built the house, atout 1/2 mile up the creek. .
Wes built another house a quartef mile'up from Andy's. Jim o
Pinkerton built his about one-fourth mile up. ,: :

These were the three first eettlere on Rocky Branch. Andy
cleared much land there. ' LR ALy

Andy had childrens Sis, Burl, John, Jim, Richard by his
first wife, Lucinda White, sister to Sam White.:i He came here
with.Hartha Kerns, and hed, Charley, Harthn, ﬁfiﬁte, and perhaps
others after they moved to Ohie. Probably he'was not married to
¥artha Kerns. | v

Wim Knight lived at the Ab. Knight place. Ab's wife heard
.it from her father, Henry Knight. At the seme-time V¥im . Knight
heired a farm that John Knight lived on (first one telow the Le)
(Sage farm) but he moved to the river, and died there.

Phillip B, Smick lived at Forks of Nine Mile: he had a
quit-claim deed. Lemuel Cornell came here about that time. Martin
Cornell and.his sisters had previously (?) owned this land. All_.
were single, and lived together. Lemuel Cornell,_efter their death
came back; offered to sell it cheap to Smich, at $300,00, but was
refusedsy and Co:nell deeded, or sold it to Bill Weed, 2nd Smick
lost it in.Court. |
o2 B
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At our first *ecolleotion, the first house was the Wash

. Jefferson place, now owned by Joe Went:.

-

~ Peter Hagley lived at the Wilson Cooper nlace, in a hewed
log houﬂe. All_was timbe:, above,_w o
wm Newman was living in a»log ehanty, close to the present
house where Mary V. Jefferson now lives,
. Hhrry Jefferson had previously lived in a small, one story
log house with a “cat and clay" chimney, Just back of where Dink
Jefferson now livess He had a blacksmith and gun shop. Only

three, or four acres of land was cleared.

In ‘the early day only about three to four acres of land was

cleared at eaoh house.

Reb. says they kept sheep, and often had to scare the wild

¢

cats away. They would catch lambs, and would scream'to make one 8 .

heir stand on end. Deer were often killed here. Wash Jefferson
is said to have killed the last one killed in Cabell County--just
back of t he Baptist church, at foot“of Deer Run hill--last we heard
of, )
Notes. , By Mary Jefferson.

Philip Fife lives on the home place.

Dick Knight lives near Bill Weed's house,

Joe Lykens used to live telow the Bill Weed place. Some of
his toys now live %Yelow Le Sage, on the river,

"Sweetie" Knight lives at 1104 or 1106, Seventh Avenue.
She first married Jim Mounts, but t hey parfed.

Mg ok Knight lives on Emily Herrenkohl place, near, or
west of Seven Mile bridge. |

Alex Taylor raised ”Bink“ Jefferson. Was a brother to
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Frank, married second Lucretia Fife._First married Mary Bias.

s F{fgg: John ‘and Nancy, had the following children° “ _
George, Abel Joe ‘and Philip. V_HJohn'noywlivea_gt 71?--515t_8t.
in & small, stucco house "Teener, Lucretia married Frank Jeffer-
son, Almira married Giltert Knight. They live below Le Sage.

~ Burl Jphnson's daughter Mabel, married a J€fferson, tut she
was no "kin" to us so far as we know. _ 7”' B
Pete Newman was trother to Harvey and Bill. Fanny Newman may
live in Guyandotte._ : |

Elsie Knight, sister to "Sweetie“ notes, &c, -

Nine M1-1é_Hogges, Left hat;d f_orkt
‘1, Philip Smick lived at mouth. = '
2. Isaac Taylor, A i o | ,
3. Pres Knight lived in a modern, hewed 1og house about 200
yards from the creek, towards Ohio 3;ver, L{z mile akove
~ Taylor's, and below George Wiﬁfers?pidéﬁamilyl. :
4. Geo.Winters and family, . " ;
5, Mobleys: Jim, with his familyt Jim Jr., Tom, Ike, Mason
and Margaret.

6., Paul Plake lived 1-1/2 mile atove George Winters',

NINE MILE , By Dick Knight.,
Road to Howard's Mill went from Ab,Knight's to Rbel S. Fifes;
thence arouﬁd t he ridge, The mill at Joe, Le Sage's, was a steam
mill on thg site of Phoenix factory after it was to:n down,
I went to school in log house at Le Sage, to Harriett Hall éever

al terme. Alice Told taught there.
ede

)
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~ 4n old graveyard was on Ab Knight s place. No stones. The Cor-
nells w ere prokatly buried there.

Mills. By Anse Blake,

We went to Howard s Mill, It was run by Allen Howard, father

of As:on an§~Hugh Howard, Sr. Aaron was father of Dave and Hugh

~

and Elizg;quarﬁ.

= 4}}@; was & large mah; ’he_bﬁilt the mill. He was a mechanic.
Irvent thgrgmeyery week. Went to the Knghts and up the hill ané\back
down,_back of fhe-mill. It was ébout=three miles from Ab Knight's.
It was Jimpassable down the creek. %ometimes the backwater shut it -
off, and we had to go to Barboursville.f i

Vihe mill at George Winters ‘was congtruéted‘about 1845. Penel

Blake 1ived on Nine Mile when the &turs fellrin the 408, People
yereff:ightehed, My father came from Greentrier fo Oﬁa.. Then sold
the farm and took a lease about 1840 of Holderty, where John Kyle
livess He furnished cord wood for steamers.Elias Pinkerman

could cut z cord of wood in 60 minutes. He told us when he wanted

: : /
us to cut wood. No coal was turned. The Winters mill was torn down

‘tefore my day; I never went to mill there. Howard could saw lumber.

He used a sash saw.

Rogers Tote Blake,
I have seen thousands of wild pigeons, They'roosted in the
pines, on Goff Hill, Feasfed by thousands on acorns.

Mills '
People often went to Howell's, Ky father had & water mill on

Spurlogk Creek, just btelow the Colonel Gwinn graveyard. My father
was-Jse‘Blake put it in and ground ﬁahy‘a bushel of corn. He went

to Wayné County. and built a mill just above the Jim Keyser farm, He
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put up a dwelling;-mill ‘house, and other tuildings. He rafted the
lumber, down _the Ohio from Glenwood and hauled it to Long Branch, He
only stayed about o year. He meeded a wheel, and went to Ironton
and ea:;;ed it f:om_;roptop”po Huntiﬁgton and on to Long Branch on
his back, It weighed 110 lbs..
_ Schodls. _

I went. one winter to Walnut Growe and Goff Hill to set
Blake Rife. Soame one buried it, and we hoved to an old 1log dwell-
ioglano‘eet on the‘eleepers._o I also went to Walnut Grove, which
stood just below the Goff schieel, The teacher was Otho Neal Gwinn
(Oﬁhe; of.Gwinn'e 111;.7;v:w¢ schools, Frank Herndon, Prof, Lamar,

of‘Eﬁd River, taught there.

Fiddlere, of Union Ridge, &e. » . Tobe Blake.

» A Joe Pearson lived, and died on Spurlock Creek My brother,
James Iaaac Blake, is a fiddler, He won all the contests he enter-
ede. For many yrars h vworked for the B & 0, railroad, and when he
had retired the President of the B & O, came to his home, stayed
2ll night and offered him $300.00, 8400.00, and finally, $500,00
fod a fiiddle which he had made for himeelf. He refused all offers,
?he President explained he wanted it in remembrance of his long
services He had thirteen children. Lives at Clifton Forge, Va,

Other fiddlers were Davy Campbell, Daniel Spurlock; son of
Harvey Spurlock and his trother Levi Spurlook, and Charles Spurlock,
son of Ianiel Spurlock, Charles Miser, Hitbard Wallace, and Tobe and

Anse Blake,




By Anse Blake."” -

Jim, Thos. Ike and_Bill beley.viim and Tjos, were in the

army. Ike married Fife, daughter of Philip Fife.

Jim married first

S He married second i_ Gothard, of Ohio, daughter of
Riley Gothqrd. The Gothards lived on Goose Run, The old man was
Jae Cothsrd, a brother to John G. Lived there seven to ten years.
Jim Mobley was in cavalrys They are buried in the woods, Mace
_has four boys living oanqose Brénch. Ike has a sbh, Jim Motley.
Jennie Mobley marrted Miles Clary.

‘N

| 'hen I first came’ here.' I was born on the ridge, to-
; ward Le Sage, about half the distance from Oak Hill to Goose BRun
Bridge.. The firat, and only house on Goose Run was my Unclev
Harvey Npuman,_and various renterss The land was owned by Preston
Knight and by the Ansels.
Nine Mile Road . By Cliff Caldwell,

Henry Lambert took the rights of way for our tranch df

Nine Mile in 1921 (?). Henry Nash, Irvin ¥orrison, and Frank
Preston were on tpe Court. A group of citizens gave the right of

way for one dollar consideration. The road was built bty Frank

Peyton, ' ' N
Nine Mjile By Richard Khight.

Granville Caldwell and Jim Woodrum found "Bob" Ca}dwell'
after he lung himself, Granville lives in Hibner house on
Seien Mile.  "Coon®™ Caldwell lives at Cla rksburg and runs a

 dairy, ! ' L R

A



Stave M:n ' R i By .Tas. cox.

| o A stave mill ~was owned by A. Knabb & Co., of Pennsylvania,
wgs,qnﬁheg@ngf Nine Mile creek the summer afterfi was married
(1889)3  hence, tne date wes 1890. Hemry Lembert and others
hauled from there to Le Sage; and the staves were shipped to
Sig?grsyillg»gnduﬁresaed up, ahd then sent across the ogean,»F;gd
K;r?ip was the firemgn and engineer, 3e was frgm Sistersvi;}e.
D,H,Shapkgkof Pennsylvania, was general foreman., Joe Rﬁssell;_qf
up ;nﬁgtate, was the handy man, - He had teen 2 long time.ﬁéth the 
company.  The mill stood mext place above Wash Jeffersons. &

3“@5??.°?,§°“5?5 wgre'bi;t‘fqr_tpg;men; Three housés-were built of

lumbers the rest were pole shanties. I woved to’ the"?bknlﬁahultg

place;_;T I think a Williams owned the Phoenix factory.txr

| Dick Knight says:. The cooper shop and stave mill stood
in the bvottom, at forks of Nine Mile. The Bill Estep housg was
torn down,gbqqt 34 years ago, and rebuilt for a dwelling fgr‘a>:

widow, Mrs.Floyd Hager, by neighbors, It was moved back. It stood

in bottom across present road from stave mill,. In’February,lSS?,,

Dick Knight buil& a little store btuilding near the Hager house,

Altert Perry owns the Hager house now---27 acres,
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