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Penny: Today I'm interviewing Lottie Farley Midkiff from West Hamlin. Today is April 1sr,
1987. Where are you from originally?
Lottie: Harts Creek.
Penny: That's in Lincoln County.
Lottie: That's in Lincoln County. It's near Logan. It is on, South of here, between West Hamlin

and Logan.
Penny: Where did you go to high school?
Lottie: Guyan Valley. I graduated in 1944.
Penny: When did you decide to go to Marshall?
Lottie: I think in about '45. I was teaching with another teacher, and I was teaching on an

emergency certificate. Those things were issued during war time when teachers were scarce.
And I took a night class to Dr. Tool in West Hamlin. It was an extension class.
Penny: What class ... what kind of class was it?
Lottie: It was a history class. And from there, I don't really know when I decided. I think it was

just one of those things that just came along. And I knew I would go sooner or later. But that
was the first class I had. And then I really started in the fall, after I graduated in '44. But I
withdrew.
Penny: What was your major?
Lottie: Science .... Science and Biology. And I started out majoring in Art. And I dropped that

major and changed it to social studies, picked up the history and geography and so forth.
Penny: When you started college .... what were your goals? What did you want to do when you

got through?
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Lottie: I was supposed to be a teacher. That was the only thing that had ever entered my mind,
that I wanted to teach school. Because I had started out already before I ever started college.
And I had just a little taste of it, and I think that was the thing that I wanted to do all the time.

Penny: How many ... when .... when did you start Marshall and over what period of time did you
attend?

Lottie: In the fall of 1947. And I did not graduate until 19 and 59 with my AB . We were
building a home at that time. Our children were little. And I took some extension classes and
some summer classes. And it stretched over a long period of time.

Penny: Did you pursue your education past an AB degree?
Lottie: Yes, I have a masters degree. (Penny: From Marshall?) From Marshall.
Penny: When did you get that?
Lottie: In '61.
Penny : Okay. Tell me what an average day at Marshall is like? What was .. .what did you do?
you went to Marshall. Did you live on campus?

Lottie: I did not live on campus. I lived at home. And (Penny : Home being .. .?) Here. West
Hamlin. And for the first year I rode the early morning work bus to Huntington. And rode the
bus back in the evening. I tried to work my schedule so I would have early morning classes.
And uh, any extra time I had, I would go to the library and work. And uh, and met a lot of good
friends that first year. And studied, we studied together and passed the time that way. But I put
in a full day that first two semesters, in the year '47 and '48.

Penny: Were you a full -time student those years? (LM: Yes) Were there any people, other
people from around West Hamlin that went the same way you did?
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Lottie: Oh, yes, a lot of people have. Especially during that time. Because a lot of people had

gotten into college that maybe hadn't even planned to do so. But after when the war took so
many people away, then there was a need for teachers. And people started going to school so
they could become teachers. And there were a lot of people around here who went under the
same circumstances and pretty much the same way I did.
Penny: How did you fund your education?
Lottie: My husband was working. (PM: You were married?) I was married at the time.
Penny: Did you attend summer school?
Lottie: Yes.
Penny: And, and how was summer school different from regular classes, regular fall and spring

classes?
Lottie: Summer school was a little more difficult. For the simple fact that we were cramming so

much in such a short time. And for the simple fact that I had three children at home. And uh, I
would have to rush home and study, pay some attention to the children, because they always
wanted that. A lot of days I've studied with one sitting on my lap and one on each chair arm as
we rocked. And uh, it went fast, very fast. When you're cramming so much in so little time,
then it flies by.
Penny: Did you know a lot of other married students at Marshall? (LM: Yes) With children?

(LM: Yes) Did .... how many do you suppose that you knew? What percentage, if you could give
a percentage ... of your friends that were married with children?
Lottie: Oh, my friends, at least half of them. I had some unmarried friends at the time. But at

least half of them were married with children.
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Penny: How about people that weren't your friends? How many married students would you say

there were at Marshall?
Lottie: I couldn't say, but there was a good percentage of them. A quite ... quite a few of them.

Especially when these soldiers started returning from the war. And a lot of them were married
immediately after they came home. And immediately the school filled up with married people.
Penny: I don't suppose you ever lived in the dorms?
Lottie: Never did.
Penny: What kind of relations would you say there were between the faculty and students?

Were they close or were they remote? Did they seem like family figures? How would you
describe it?
Lottie: In my fields, they were very close. Now, I couldn't say for some of the others. But in

the science field everybody was a friend to everybody else. I always could go to one of my
science professors and-, for help, if I needed help. And those are the people that I did go to. I
didn't have a great deal of trouble with any of my classes. But I became well acquainted with
my science professors, and with my geography and history professors, the ones that I had classes
to.
Penny: Who were your favorite professors?
Lottie: Dr. Darlington (PM: Is he in science?) Science. And Dr. Green in Science, Dr. Edyburn

in Anatomy, Dr. Jansmen, Geology and Dr. Harold Ward in Biology. And then in my history
and geography classes, Dr. Davis and Dr. Clagg, of course, were my geography favorites, and
Dr. Moffat and Dr. Heath in history.
Penny: Why were they your favorites?
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Lottie: Those were the classes I learned in. And those teachers I could talk with. Those teachers

respected me and what ability I had. And it was a mutual feeling of respect, I think. And there
was education going on in those classes.
Penny: Did you ever have any contact with the model school, Marshall? (LM: Yes) Did you

student teach there?
Lottie: I did my student teaching there.
Penny: How did you compare it to the schools you taught in later?
Lottie: It was a model, compared to some of the other schools. There's not a lot of difference. I

didn't enjoy the model school as much as I have other classrooms. (PM: Why not?) I think
tension. I was trying too hard. And I think everybody went through that same thing. And you
feel pressured when you know you're doing this for a grade. There's a supervising teacher there
that's watching you. And uh, you're going to be graded on everything you say and do. It makes
a little bit of difference. And then, there's experience after that, after you become a little bit
experienced, it isn't quite so difficult. But uh .. I had a good supervising teacher in the model
school there.
Penny: Who was that? Do you remember?
Lottie: Wanda Messinger.
Penny: Did you ever belong to a sorority? (LM: No) Did you have contact with people who

were in a sorority?
Lottie: A little, not much. No.
Penny: Okay. Did you attend any of the events sponsored by campus, by the school?
Lottie: Oh, yes, a lot of Thursday morning convocations. And uh .. .I had a very good music
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class, too, that I enjoyed from Dr. Alfred Laniger. We attended the opera and those things . And
I enjoyed them.
Penny : What was the convocation like? We happened?
Lottie: We had speakers mainly . From various fields. And if we were free on-, at that particular

time on Thursday morning, it was in Old Main in the auditorium. And several times gone in for
convocation just to hear someone speak.
Penny: What kind of services? Do you remember?
Lottie: Don't remember actually what subjects I did hear talk in there. I don't remember what I,

what I got there and what I got somewhere else. And it's been a long time.
Penny: How about other school-sponsored entertainment? Well, like ... mmmh, you mentioned

the convocation ... forums or guest lectures, other than that? Did you ever go to non-entertainment
at Marshall?
Lottie: Went to ball games. (PM: Did you?) A lot of football games. The first year we were

married, we lived in town while he was in school. And we attended football games.
Penny: What year was that?
Lottie: ' 46, ' 4 7. And I took no classes that year. I should have. But I just kept house that year.
Penny: How do you think being married changed the way, changed your life at Marshall

changed your contact with the other students?
Lottie: Well, I knew that I wasn't there to do the partying and having a good time that some of

them were. I was there to get an education and to get it as quickly as possible so I could work.
And I had to stick with my studies and I had a good time and I enjoyed it. But I had to just get
down to work and get it done. Where a lot of other kids would, would have the time to party and
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to do the things. Since they were on campus. I didn't do those things.
Penny: Did you ever regret it?
Lottie: No, never did.
Penny: You said you started in '47? (LM: Fall of ' 47) The war was over by then. So I couldn't

really ask you a whole lot about the war. Uh ... let's see.
Lottie: Except that I was in class with a lot of Gl's. A lot of my classes were full of Gl's, maybe

a couple of women, a couple of other people that weren't GI's. I had several classes like that.
Because campus was really overrun with them after the war. They-, a lot of them went back to
school. And they went under the GI Bill of course, and there were a lot of them there. A lot of
smart people, a lot of smart people came out of that group of guys.
Penny: In an interview I did earlier with Betty Foard, she, she mentioned how the competition

really improved when the GI's came back.
Lottie: Absolutely. Because they were there for an education, also. They weren't there to play

around any longer. And uh, they made it rough on people who weren't willing to work and, and
get their work.
Penny: How did they make it rough?
Lottie: They came out with the grades. If, if they did everything they were supposed to do and

all their homework, and somebody else was playing around, they came up on the short end and
failed. And these guys came back with a vengeance. They came for an education. And they
worked at it.
Penny: What kind of changes have you seen over the years that you've been at Marshall?
Lottie: Well, my first classes in the psch department, of course, were over in Northcott Hall.
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And the Science Hall was built. The library has been re-built. It was a very modest library, in
comparison to what they have now. The new Music Hall, of course, is there that we didn't have.
The new Student Center. The old Shawkey Student Union was there when we were there.
Smith Hall, of course, is new. So is Corbly Hall. New dormitories that weren't there when I was
there. And of course, they have grown in numbers, a great deal since I was there. The teachers
that I knew have-, most of them have retired and gone. It's a new faculty all together probably.
Penny: Have you seen the students change?
Lottie: Oh, I think so. I think I can see that change even in high school, what-, how they would

change and that change, of course, would carry right on. And they've changed in the way they
dress, and their outlook on life, I'm sure. Because I've had a lot of students come back and visit
with me. And yes, they're different. And of course, they would seem much more immature
tome since I have matured over the years. They seem like little children now and we all seemed
like grown up people then.
Penny: If you could pick out one change, what would the biggest change be?
Lottie: Well, the growth, numbers in the school plan itself. Everything there has, has grown.
Penny: Let's talk some more about life as a married student. How old were your children when

you started school?
Lottie: My daughter was three months old, and then of course, I had take out some time for my

second one that was born in '49. And the third one was born in ' 50. They have all since grown
up and gone to Marshall. Two of them are graduates of Marshall, Diana and Michael. They both
have masters degrees. They are both teaching school. Dwayne went one year to Marshall, and
did not continue his education because he would rather be outside working. So he has an
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outdoors job.
Penny: How do you think they were affected by you going to school?
Lottie: I think they were ... you mean as babies?
Penny : As babies and later, too.
Lottie: Well, as babies, of course, they didn't want to see me go . They were always glad to see

me come home. But they had good babysitters. Their grandmother took care of them. And later
on, of course, they were encouraged to go to school, and they always felt free to come to us for
advice, and of course, help, if they needed it. And they did stay in the dorms. Michael was an
honor graduate. And he is teaching at Guyan Valley High School now. Diana teaches at
Pleasant View Elementary. (PM: In Lincoln County?) In Lincoln County, uh-huh. And
Dwayne works for a bridge construction company and is all over the state from time to time. But
uh .. .they did have a good education from Marshall.
Penny: Did you encourage them to go to Marshall?
Lottie: Yes.
Penny: Or to go somewhere else?
Lottie: To Marshall. That was close home and I always enjoyed Marshall. I always felt like

Marshall was my school. And that's where I wanted them to go. And that was all they ever
heard us talk about, of course. So that was fine with them. That's where they wanted to go, too,
since it was a little closer home.
Penny: You got a masters degree from Marshall? (LM: Right) What did you do your thesis on?
Lottie: Oil and gas production in Lincoln County.
Penny: And what were your findings?
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Lottie: Oh, my. I couldn't tell you any, I couldn't give you any numbers or statistics right now.

But I did find out where the most productive wells were, where they basically congregated,
where wells had been that are closed off now. And I found out the production and what the
production had been over the years. And I found out this had been a very productive county in
oil and gas. And I did a lot of maps and charts and this was back end of the '50s and early '60s,
so I'm sure it's probably changed quite a bit as of right now. But I learned a lot about it that I
didn't know. And Dr. Davis is the person who encouraged me to do that thesis. He said nothing
had been done on it up to that time. And uh, we went to the offices. They let us look through
files and maps and look in their information and helped me a great deal. And that, of course, was
United Fuel, at the time. It's Columbia Gas System now. But they helped me considerably in
finding materials.
Penny: Lincoln County still has-, we're on gas wells.
Lottie: Right. Still has quite a lot.
Penny: You said you began teaching in 1945. (LM: 1944 really) 1944. And you taught on an

emergency certificate?
Lottie: It was an emergency given to high school graduates who would go to a school and take

that school that year, because teachers were not available. A lot of them had gone to war, and
there were just not teachers enough to go around. So high school graduates were given
emergency critical area permits.
Penny: Is that more common in Lincoln County than in surrounding counties?
Lottie: I don't think so. It was, it was state-wide, and possibly other states, also. I'm not sure.

But it was state-wide here.
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Penny: What did you teach?
Lottie: Elementary. My first school was on Big Ugly, I had eight grades. And it wasn't easy

being a high school graduate and with no experience whatever.
Penny : How many of the teachers of the school that you taught at on Big Ugly, how many of

those teachers were qualified with teaching certificates? How many of them were teaching on
emergency certificates like you were?
Lottie: I don't know. Those, the schools were scattered over there. They were one-room

schools. And I didn't have that close contact with most of the other teachers . And I really don' t
know. But I do know there were some others that were emergency certificates. And not
[inaudible] .. .l'm not sure how many.
Penny: Well, do you have anything else to add?
Lottie: Well, I went ahead and taught a second year on Ten Mile on an emergency certificate.

And that's when I took my night class with Dr. Tool at West Hamlin, and kind of got started in
my mind anyway that I would be a teacher.
Penny: Emergency-, well, not the emergency, the extension class you took, how many people

were in that class?
Lottie: There were more than twenty, as well as I remember. And it was, then, teachers came

out to these areas and taught different classes. There were a lot of different classes taught out
here.
Penny: What kind of a variety would you have in one semester?
Lottie: Possibly a history class and an English class and maybe a math class. There would be

one at West Hamlin and possibly two at Hamlin on two different nights through the week. But
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there was a lot of that then that came out and taught the classes. And everybody around in the
vicinity that wanted that particular class would take a class out here, rather than go in to the
campus.
Penny: Were they mostly teachers? (LM: Mostly, mmm-hmm) What other kinds of people took

the classes?
Lottie: I don't know of any others, except teachers, who were working on their teaching

certificates. It's possible there were others that just wanted the class. And sometimes a teacher
who had a particular type of certificate and who wanted to renew that certificate would just pick
up a class, some type of class to renew with. But basically, they were teachers, yes.
Penny: Well, I really don't have any more questions. Do you have anything else you'd like to

add?
Lottie: I think not. But I've enjoyed your questions.
Penny: Well, thank you for participating.
Lottie: Oh, you're quite welcome. Glad to do it.

END OF INTERVIEW
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