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Three.Pennywifibrdthere ieft Ffance during a persecution and
came to America in 1740. One remained in New York, one went to
Xenia, Onio, and Jacob came to Tancaster, Oennsylvaenia, He was a
mill wright, At Lancaster he worked for a Mr, Yeizer, and mar-
ried his daughter. They left Pennsylvania andvoame;up the,
Shenandoah Valley (almost due south, in Virginia) and settled on
Mi11 Creek, where he established the first mill in the valley,
He had a family of three boys snd five girlai John fénnywit.
Samuel, Jacob, Katie Funkhouser, Mollie Getz, and Betsy Hocke
man, and two single girls, Annie and Rosina Pennywit, ’

John Pennywit, son of Jacob, was born March 16, 1783, and ;

. died June 3, 1866, He married Susan Wills, In a conversation

with a friend ‘shortly before his death, he stated that pgéf; ,
Grandféther, John Pénnywitt, came to‘New'York followingftﬂg‘ﬁér-*
secution of the French Huguenots, 15 Erahce, on_acoounf"of,tﬁeii_y
religious viewe. He had teen in prisoh, but ﬁrétended'fo'aécept
the Roman Catholic Catechism to study, in ordef to indodtrihatef
/mim  into their faith and feligion. Hig father was a miller,
and he had attended the mill for him, But now, he determined to
come to America, He persuaded two of his younger trothers to comre
with him, and soon sailed for New York, He secured Jots for his
trothers somewhere in the State, and then came to lLancaster, Penn
sylvania, vhere he married Rosina Yeiser, daughter of a wealthy
miller of that name, Soon after their marriage they came to Mill
Creek; near Mt.Jackson, Shenandoah County, They had four sons and

four daughters: John and Jacob Pennywit, who were twihe. Jacob

was the father of the John Pennywit first mentioned above, and Adam

the:yqungest brother,
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Bhristcna., who married George Wfseman; }¥ollie, who married a
Mr,Canadas hosina, whn marfied Lewié ¥oores Catherine, who murried
Pnilip WOlfengerger{ Elizebeth Pennywit was e daughter of John
Pennywit, one of the twin brothers, Her sister married a ¥r,
¥ichael, Their mother was a sister of old Joseph.Eoore, who lived
in the "Forest", where koofe'e store and Post Office afterwards
stood,

From the akove, it éppeare thet John Pennywitf came td'Lahcaa -
ter, Penn and merried Rosina Yeiser, and came to Mill Creek, hear
¥t.Jackson, | : s

They had a pair of twins, John and Philip Pennyﬁitt. ‘Thta'
John Pennywitt married a Miss Moore, daughter of Thomas ﬁdéié apd
Yary Moore, sister of old.Jbseph_noore. Elizateth Pennywit, who

married John Morgan, was one of their “aughters.



Baroursville, W, Va,

April 7, 1952,

Dear Mrd.Morgan:

The enclosed is t he tory of some more ofy your an
cestors gathered, largely, from a History of Shenandoah County, by -
Dr. John W, Wayland, a local historian of note., There seems to te
a slight variation in the history of the Pennywitss but that is
to bve éxpected. as part of it waes baesed on personal récolle;tions
» Most df it, however, is exactly as shown by the records at;qud-
stock, but at the time I was there I could not understand all or:«
ite ‘

The Morganﬁconnection now points us in the right,direction

and, 1 velieve, if I ever find the marriage of John Morgan (parents

'of\tﬁe one who married Elizabeth Pennywit) we can tie into t he geﬁel

ogy slready furnished you,
Very truly yours,
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THE MORGANS,

Before the first U,S.,Census was made there were two counts
of the inhatitants in sﬁenandoah County, ﬁy State, or County
authority~-one in 17833 the other in 1786,

In the first of these tabulaﬂ/ons, Phnilip Long reported ohght
slaves, The county, at that ¢ime, was much 'larger than at prée\
sent, No Mprgans were mentioned, - . - \ :

In 1786 lists were made by sixteen different euuﬁeratbref“:
John Hutchingon's list seems t0 have been made in that part of the
County now known es “Upper Warren," and John Morgan, the first,
is shown with e fbﬁily of six white persons and one sléve. Other
Yorgans shown were Giltvert Nicholas, end Jonas Morgan, EviQently
these were all closely relateds This John Horésn is almost cef;'
tainly the father of John Yorgan, who married Elizateth Pepnyw;tt,
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