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REMINISCENCES OF ANDERSON BIAS,MILTON,W. VA.
Born February 27,1833 in Putnam County--78 years old.

Taken March 7, 1911 by F. B. Lambert.

I worked on the Kanawha Pike when I was about lg_years'old A
from Charleston to Big Sewell, I got $16.00 per month, and board
by the J R & K Company. I worked from sun to sun, and then walked
from two miles to four miles to camp. While working we ware not al-
lowed to sit down, except a half hour at noon, to eat. _
We'wouid_rent a small house. Theregular quota was fourteen men.s
We qsed oxen,'a;together. 00vered wagons were the only'wagoné uéedq
They had a name , which I believe was "(Conestoga', They hauled all
kinds of freight. Nearly all of them carried whiskey and sold itvto
snyone who wanted to buy. I have seen thirty pf»these wagons in one
train., One could see twelve or fifteen any day; bdut the long trains
passed only about twice a week, ' ! i
Coming this direétion, they hauledAffuit, plug'tobaccq, of whieh
I have seen six-horse loads. Muech salt, meal, iron, flour, &e. was
héuled at the last. .
V The Drivers: I remember Jim‘Crow and three Hite Brothers,
Bob, Diek and Bill; but there were hundreds of others. They slept
in the wagons at night; bought corn and hay at taverns, cooked their
own meals and drank their own whiskey. They were rough, They often
sang negro melodies, the Hites, especially. They always carried their
fiddles and had regular "Bull dénces“, with no women present,
_ Sometimes a slip in the road caused a wreek., Jim Crow was a
hughty fellow: I threw a shovel full of gravel.on his near lead hcrse
to cause them to run. Jim Crow took off his hat, made a polite bow
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and stopped. He asked who did it. I confessed. He treated and a-

pologized, and was friendly afterwards., These wagons had the

- first "rubbers" I ever saw, the wagon beds being invariably boat

shaped . The stage drivers put up at the taverns. I think they’
rece;ved one_dollar per day. |

¥ I reﬁember Dick Stanley, who drove between.Coalsmouth,and G
the Big Sandy. There was a stage stand at Catlettsburg and another '
one at Coalsmouth, where John Overshiner kept. _

Johhny Morris kept tavern in Teay's Valley, two miles this .
side of Hurricane Station. The house is-standing yet and is occu-
pied by an old man

George C. Huddleston conducted the next hotel and stage

stand. =
The bridge at Coal's Mouth was not over 200 yards from

the mouth of Coal. Here there were fifteen or twenty houses and the
stand was near the river bank on the left side of the pike, going up.
The stages were painted in bright eolors of different hues ‘and the
horses were not "belled"™. The horses were driven at a rapid'rate

and never stopped unless hailed.

The stages had seats like street cars, each stage having two
seats Often a passenger would sit with the driver. The bodiés of
these coaches were about sixteen feet in length and were arranged to
accomodate about twenty persoms. |

Vaugh's Tavern was located four miles beyond Hawk's Nest on
top of The Gauley. This was a large two-story frame strueture.

At the foot of Gauley Mountain, pld_map’Mil;er kept in a
frame house on the right side of the road going eaéﬁ. Veughn's plaee
. ‘
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was on the same side of the road.

Thers was no house at Hawk's Nest.

Aafon Sfookton kept tavern in a‘three—story brick house
at the Kanawha Falls on the right side of the pike going east, two
and one—half mile below Miller's. It was Just above the Fall rock.

All taverns sold whiskey, whieh was kept in half—gallon deni
Johns, no more being in sight. It was in the sitting rooms.

George Paddy Huddleston ( George C. ) also kept three miles
below the Falls on the left hand side, going east I think Turkey
Creek flowed nearby ( or pefhaps it was Paint Cpeek). : '

These stage horses had very large harness, orpamented with'
brass, with large leathers eovering the shoulders.

Tin horns were used by the drivers, which they blew at regu-
lar stopping places. | :

I recall a stage wreck which happened a mile or a mile and<

& half below Gauley Bridge in which some lady passengers were in-

Jured. This stage was trying to pass wagons and ran too olose to the

right bank, coming down. The horses were of the finest type, usually

bred in Kentucky.

The coadhes were equipped with lamps in front (?) suspended
to an iron bar for each lamp. .

Many people moved West; scores of them. They brought beds,
and provisions, but no furniture.,

My-father set all the ancient miie posts, which were square
roeks set into the ground. These were 8 in, orrlo in. square and
4 feet long, being set with 2 feet above gronnd; and were all sét.‘
on the right hand side of the road. ¥ L ke
B | A |



My father's name was Bennett Bias, and he was raised on Guysa
River just_above Salt Roek and on the other side of the river. I
think a Mr.Porter now owﬁs this place., .

So far as I know the mail was always carried.on_horseback and
not be stages. I was only there about six months; but i never saw
a stage put off any mail, ' v :

A Curry ran a Tavern at Hurricang Bri@gé. He owned a-
good frame house with-in twenty yards of the bridge on the east
side and to’the right of the road, going eas®, This ~ Curry
was a small, heavy set, sandy whiskered man with a long mustéehe,
Was clever.

‘George P, Huddleston was a small, hump- -shouldered man and
nice° but his son George P. was a large man weighing from 175 lbs
to 190 lbs, and a elever fellow,

The tavern was a two-story frame building with an "E1l" at-
tached of one and one-half stories. The taverns all had signs
"Public Entertainment" on a post by the road-side (on a board

nailed near or at the top of the post).

Dr.Morris, of Milton, says:

Charles Conner had the contract for the building of Hurri-

cane Bridge in 1834. (Query: He means Mud Bridge ¢ ) ‘
Note; He refers me to Charles Poindexter for information on Pike,

he lives at Hurricane Inquire about ColHill and Bobby Thomp-

son's Tobacco:n Waréhouse at Hurricane.

John Morris kept tavern in the house now occupied b& T.J.
Berkley. 'Reae lived where John Gerlach now lives. He hepf

~4-
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inn and stage stand at Mud Bridge. (See Joe Harbour, Milton,W.Ve. -
for who (e Reoe's father was ,

Cyrus Creek was ReoéSGreek.

Mahlon S. Morris, an of mine had an old stage wa-
gon when I was about fifteen years of age (Poindexter may know whether
or not«he was a stage driver).

Henry (called Harry) Morris, had a still and made all kinds
of whiskies and brandies about the year 1820 on a farm now ownéd by
Bert Ellis about two miles east of Hurriecane, although not on the
stage road.

John Morris also had a whiskey still (See Leonard Morris, 92
years old, at St.Albans, W.Va).

Mr. J.C.Reynolds, 67, and lived on Dry Creek, where Rev.Hawkins lived:

Stage Drivers: James'011ver,~and a Mathews was an old_f

driver and had been on the road many years. Horses had no bells.

‘Some covered wagons were in use here. Charleston and Guyandotte

were markets--Ckaleston for salt,vand.Guyandotte for goods, We usu-
ally went for a wagon load of salt each year, which supplied several
neighbors,
Maill was carried under the seat of the driver in a mail boot
and was not locked. He -pitcohed the boots out at the post offices.
My father took a Charleston paper published by
Newton; the baggage boot was behind., It could hold a large trunk
and had streps on the out-side, with which baggage was strapped.
Much immigration came from Virginia to the West; great droves
of slaves ﬁere moved to Missouri. I have seen as meny as eight or

-5- ‘
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ten wagons 1n.a group, owned by the same man, and aécompaniéd by
as many as a hund&ed slaves on the road to Missouri They took
6oat at Guyandotte. Many hog drovers eith eight hundred to one
thousand hogs passed on the way to Richmond and Baltimore Mules
and horses, also no cows or cattle. ’

- There were four or fi&e stage coaches daily? and often_
Textras". Mail coaches went regulérly, each fxyx way, daily. The
rest were extras. | ) |

Thej\*ﬁk’ were swung on leather stréps. Entrances to
doaches‘on'either side. The three seats held nine péssengers.
Sometimes there were extra passengers in front ahd on the tops:
Lights were on the sides’ ‘maii drivers sometimes used horns;

John Hatfield &ﬁhéﬁgégree & Billy Merritt kept at Bar-
boursville.. Fatty Baumgardner was after the war & WW

| ~Adam Black was at Thorndyke Post Office in a two-story brick
now—nccuyieé—by-John Morris kept where T.J.Berkley now lives from
a period before I was born until the civil war,

Stage stands changed. There was a stable at Sampson Hand-
ley's near the Falls of Mud River, below Ona,W.Va. The stages paild
by the month. We farmers‘paid monthly or yearly., Those at greater
distances paid regularﬂy, John Morris' was the place where they usu-
ally stopped for dinner at taverns, going east. West bound stages
passed here about 3 P.M. or & P.M.

 John Morris and Abia Rechkept whiskey. I have known it to
sell at 15¢ per gallon, wholesals. It retailed at 5¢ pér drink or .
ten cents per pint.

s .



Stages had lamps on each side; they had two doors on eaeh side.
The stage horses never went faster than a trot. '

John Morris had much fruit, and he made brandy.

Mile posfs were of stone. N

' Roads were sixty feet in width; they owned more ground.
Alex, Portér:(Died winter of 1910-1911 at Milton, W.Va. whefe he 18
buried). | :

, "I am the oldest Portér of the name in Cabell: County., I was
born in this County in 1810, in this county on Mud River, above the

new railroad‘crossing,

"My féther moved to Salt Rock when I was eighteen. There were

fiwe houses on this e:eek (I think he meant Mud River) when I was &
small boy.‘ Old Billy Merritt used to keep a whiskey tavern in Bar-
boursville..vJohn Morris kepf tavenn just above the mouth of Kilgqre
Creek. You crossed Indian Fork. Abia Reoe lived below Mud Bridge;
Morris lived up on the hill like" '

He said he had seen here as many as fifty deer in one gro@p.

He died at Milton last fall, or in the early winter of ™
1910-1911.,



NOTES FROM SOME OLD PAPERS,

. Now partly torn up.

(These notes were given by old settlers years ago and are being

re-dictated this the 14th day of November, 1927, by Fred B.Lambert.)

Near the € & 0. station near the river at the railroad in

‘Guyandotte Indians were so troublesome that they

went back to Virginia and returned later.,

Thomas Ward made salt in kettles of about 40 gallons each brought

on mules from Richmond, Va. Salt, at first, was very high. At one
time it was $1.00 per pint. The wellswere bored by the negroes
with spring poles. Who the first settlers of Cabell County were

cannot be accurately determined. Lewis and other writers claim

that Thomas Hemnon came in 17  )?) and settled on The Greenbot-

toms. It is said that a number of his relatives reside to this
day in Union District. The truth of the matter seems to be that

~they settled just over the line of Mason County.

A list of the early settlers of Mason County compiled by Mitss
Poffenbarger of Mason County, Pt. Pleasant, shown that they was

inhabitants of that County; and this view is further strengthened by

the fact that Hannon Distriet in Mason County is named from him,

notwithstanding the fact that Thomas Buffington came as a surveyor

to Cabell County before the revolution.

There is every reason to believe that Jeremiah Ward and his son

Thomas Ward were the oldest permanent settlers in the county. Short-

ly after the revolution the two came to this region from Virginia

crossed the mountains to the Kanawha River; thence down this river

-1 -
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. NOT" 3 FROM SOME OLD PAPERS, Cq 'd. i

and the Ohio River in a boat or canoe to the mouth of the Guyan-

.dotte. Near the present C & 0 railroad bridge and not far from
: &
"the wateh tower at Guyandotte was $he deer lick. Jeremiah Ward

killed g buffalo at this place.,

The danger from Indians had not yet passed, and they took
refuge, when in ghe City of Barboursville in the hollow of an old
syeamore tree which stood opposite the mouth of Mud River. This tree

"~ hed a hollow about twelve feet or fiftenn feet from the ground,

and they c¢limbed into the: hollow of it by means of a grape vine

-Aladder. Here, they were safe for the time being.

They had another fort™® about a mile above Guyandotte on a ridge

- not far from Everett's Branech. This was a cave made by a large xm
v_roek which slid down over another rock. They walled this up in |
-front thus changing it into 8 Fort and 0ld Thomas Buffington is

said to have spent many_a night there,



Seattering Notes

The family bed stead stood on high legs, which during the daj
was a trundle bed; '

The house now occupied by the Brady's was standing before the
war, Thomas Merritt lived there. He was a farmer and fedrhogs and
other stoek going east. Greased paper was sometimes used to 1iéht
the windows. J S T

Log rollings, house raisings, corn shueking-or flax pulling

were rural past times. Folks at Barboursville were rural people

Just like the people of the surrounding farms, and they usually

- 1lived in log houses., Cotton and flax were grown by the farmers

and woven into cloth. Veryylittle wheat was raised until steam
mills ecame in, as the o0ld mills could ohly grind it into'Graham
flour, and this was very dark. Wild honey was plentiful and

and bees wax was an artiele of commeree.  Fruits, pumpkins, &e.

were dried over the fire,

The Brady house, originally owned by Thomas Merritt was a
log house; but it has been improved, and mutilated beyond recog-
nition,

P.A.Vallandingham also owns one of the old buildings.

.Sig. & John G. Miller, who were Germans, did business in a
frame building whieh they later moved away and built the present bdw
building known as Musie Hall.

The large Merritt Hotel, run by William Merritt, was built of
briek; it had a long, double porch on each side, |

A Mat Thompson kept store between the Thormburg storé and the
present livery stable. Oscar Mathers also kept a store near the

-3 -
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site of the White Drug Company establishment. Wheat was a staplé
article of commerce. 7 '

Herehanfs also bought feathers, rags, gin seng and dried
fruit. Sometimes hundreds'of bushels of dried peaches were bought
at a dollarifer bushel and shipped to the Philadelphia Sty

 Honey was brought in in barrels from up the Guyandotte River; it

sold for a dollar per gallon, and was said to have been fine.,
The merchants bought their goods on a year's time and sold them to
nearly all the farmers on the same terms., ﬁhey often took notes at
the end of the first year, and in case the farmers were unable to

pay them, renewed them for two or three years, after which time they

~ took mortgages.

A man named Dayis ran some kind of a factory and kept wagons on

the road disposing of and delivering his products.

W.C.Miller killed hundreds of hogs and traded back for salt at
the salines., The hams and lard were shipped by water to Pittsburg
and then on to Philadelphia.

A man named Richey made "ever-lasting" hats, of woolp where Miss
Harrison Dirton now lives. |

Tom Kyle, the gun smith lived and died where Mrs., Scherr now
lives.

There was also a furniture factory here.

In the new addition stood a bullding called the MeVickers house
on the site of the dwelling occupied at the time of this paper by
Mr,Cummins.

An o0ld tannery stood below the college dormitory on the site of

the former residence of W.S.MeCutcheon. A man named Day was tanner

in 1816. L
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"~ The old Lusher house which was standing a few years ago in the
alley behind the Capt, Turner residence was an ancient affair, even
in that day. John Hibbens, who was an o0ld wagon maker, had his

shop on the corner of Capt. Turner's lot opposite the old Ben

~ Swann residence; and he lived on the Turner lot.

S
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(Copy of C. M. Brady Statement)

Martin Moore and Mary Moore, his wife, with fhree boys and one
girl emigrated from Albermarle County, Virginia, in 1813, to what
is now MeComas Distriet in Cabell County, this county, was thinly
settled at that time. | o

He was first employed as Superintendent for Sampson Sandeesg
who wasg a large land and slave owner. He owned what now comprises
many good farms aleng thé Guyandotte River in McComas Distriet.
Martin Moore soon bought the farm whiech is now known as the Frying
Pan, and here lived and died. He had fourteen ehildren, of whom he
raised twelve. He owned many slaves. He lived there thirty-eight
years and died in 1851. His widow then sold the farm and the slaves

~and moved to Barboursville, then the County Seat and remained here

until her death, whieh occurred on February l4th, 1877, A% the pre-
sent time only one child survives them, & Mrs.Lou. Dusenberry, of
Loulsville, Ky, several of thevchildren dying on thé farm and sev-
eral settling in different parts of the Uﬁited states., Two of the
sons emigrated to the West, but were killed in the Confederate Ar-
my. Another son, Wilson B. Moore, moved to the County Seat, where
he engaged in the mereantile business. He wag elected Deputy
Sheriff, which office he held for four years. At the close of his
term he was elected Sheriff and held this office for four years.

The stone wall in front of the Morris-Harvey College (then the
Court House) was built under Wilson B, Moore's direction.

He served in the Confederate Army unde; General Jenkins, or
the Border Rangers, as they were known; was in a number of skir-
mishes and was once captured, with two others. They were being eon-
veyed to prison at Camb Chase by boat when'the federal guards on ﬁ.
the boat became intoxicated. Under the shdes of the night -1-

~IN
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Moore and Reece tled a rope to Vaughn, who coﬁld not swim, and all
Jumped over-beard. They swam ashore and made their escape.
Wilson Moore, as he was known, was always in his day a prom-
inent man in the affirs of the County. He was killed on the 1l4th
day of December, 1868. He had five children, of whom only one sur

vives, Mary E., Brady and a number of grand ehildren,

(6



Miss Paupin».

AL R AR it Fnb s s LT S e L S SR ED

INTERVIEW WITH !
William.Miller Barboursville, W.Va. November 13, 1927.

| was born in February, February 27, 1845.

- I lived in Barboursville during and since the war, but about
1863 I went to Central Kentucky. Father sent me there to .my Uncle to -

keep me out of the Confederate Army. My brother, Charley was in pri-

son at Camp Chase. ¥egI-Wos-baek-here-during.the wary-ecane-jush-be=
' . Yes, I was back here during the

war; came Just before the war closed, and then went directly back
to Fentucky. ,
01ld Pecople Who Lived in Berboursville.

John Mills lived right where Mrs. William Miller lived on,
Tater Street in the old Ose Mills house, He was a cooper by trade
and he was a great church man and wes a member of the Southern
zethddist Church, All the cooperage stuflf they used was made here
such ag flour barrels, whiskey barrels, &c. The demand from thii;}ﬂ
country éonsumed them all. Molasses was made here, and also glbuf.

r.M11ls hed his house right close to the shop, and his
promises were right along the Water Street Road; He was a-very‘good»
man end conducted his shop elmost up to the time of the Civil War
vand he @led Just ébout that tiﬁe.

Just osposite to Mr.Mills lived a man by nume of Baker, ho
managed the old tan yard here., le belonged to the firm of Baker &
festhoff., The tan yard was located right at the ereek. Thelir

labor force consisted of five or six Germans. 1 do not remember

" the names of any of them except Mr.Leist, and he was an apprehtice.

Mr,Baker, himself, wes & full blooded German, end his wife wes a

W57 VN
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Dr.llenry Maupin lived here in Barboursville 1n the Jf% Thecker

. house before end since the civil war. _This doctor had a brother
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named william who also practicsd medicine. There was also a
Dr.Seashole, and he lived where Miss Tiernan lived.,
Miss Tiernan ocame here directly after the war end is still
living here, ;
‘Amoﬁg the residents on Water Street was a Mr.William Merritt
‘The oldest son of Williem Merritt was Thomas Merritt, who died at |
~ an early date. : 3
New inhebitents coming into the neighborhood invariably
;'__oontracted malerie fever or chills in those early days, and I re-
member whenever a man came in from Virgfﬁia or the Carolinas he
elways suffered ti:is allment until he became acelimated,
Another man who, livaa on Water Street was & Mr.Espey. He
. conducted a furniture faotory and employed ebout six Germans in
A the factory, making everything by hend. He livea in the house owned
by Millﬁ%ﬁ/fhornburg. This table ih my front room was mede at his
shop. ‘ |
At that time Lincoln, County, & part of Logan County, parts
of Boone County and Putnam County, and all of ayne County were
parts of Cabell County. |

J Yany articles of herdware now made in foundries and factories
were forged at local blacksmith shops, and saddles, harness and'
shoeS'wefe all made right here by hand,

People living on the farms came to the tan yard at Barbours-
vills and brought large loads of leather and traveling shoe makers
would-stbp at the farm homes and make shoes and booté for the en«
tire tamily._~ B &

f ' Thomas Thornburg lived on Vater Street, also.

o
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Bon MoCune was the neme éf'é ééiﬁenter who 1ived just ebove
_che bléok 8mith shop near the bank of the river,nwhb was a buéy'
‘men. - In this comnnection, all the mouldings. facings, doors ann,

:'7 sash were made by hend. ‘

A% that time we had three hotels and throe livery stables

’here all of which did business. ' Paople came frOm all parts ot

. the county to do their trading end to attend sourt. They also *

~ceme to "muster", A general "Mnster" was held every year,

We 444 not have any high prioea qurzng the war until pgopla
began to speculate in gold, this started about 1863, when goid"

- went to 263. - And in those daws gobds5ﬁare bonght oh'long time;

~ from eix months to twelve months, Herchanta would go to the 1arge

' year; and this panle of 1863 ocuurrea in April after the merchanta
" had all "stooked up" with this high prioe goods and the panio oame

inereasing prices 100%. I well remember the Black Friday auring
the sanio of 1867, |

Hr.Merritt ran a hotel; Mr.McKendrce ran a hotel, aﬁd Mre
Beuring conducted a hotel, During those early days each of the
hotels had livery stables in conjunction, and after the war live
ery stebles did an independent business..

The country about here became a great'agrioultural section
at that time and all farmers raised hogs. Farmers secemed to de~
pend on hogs more than anything else for ready oash money, and
.there was mast everywhere on which the hogs fattened, These hose
~ were killed and packed Tight here in the town. Ths 8lde meat wao‘;

'l shipped to the Kanawha 3elt Worka° hams and ealt went to Philadel*

“hin Am Plekatmneh | and Ppamently covered wocons would come' ~é -

i : ;;citiea end lay in large stooka, of eurfioient qnantity to last a £  i
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from North Carolina or Virginia loaded with whiskey and brandies

and these wagons would "Load back" with mkiwksy bacon and
selt from the Kanawha Salt Works. I have seen the whiskey wa=
gons parked on the livery stable lots or the‘ola Merritt Hotel
near M.C.Johnson's garage and remain there for a week, selling
out their liquor by the gram.
Hat Factory.
There wasva hat factory located jJust where Miss Isabelle

Dirton lives and managed by a man nemed Ritchie, He manufactured

all sorts of hats, and Miss Isabelle Dirton still has some of

' these_old_hat blocks, This Mr.Ritchie was sbn—in-law to "014 .

Men Pinnell", commonly known as "Dad" Pinnell,

"Dad" Pinnell made & living by heuling water for the inhabi-

-tantg of the town.

These hats were substantially made, and iasted for allong
time., His residence and shop were both in the same building; but
the entrance to the shop was separate from the residence. He ene
Joyed an immense trade in the hat business, I do not remember
the names of his outside helpers, but foel certain he had help--
probably women folks. I am not certein that anything remains
of the 0ld house and factory as it has very likely been overhauled
in construction of the present Dirton house.

Another Main Street man was Thomas Hatfieid, one of the
oldest residents who lived right where the Martin Restauwmaht is
nows, He made boots and shoes of all kinds by hand, I ramgmber he
brought here the first ready made sult of men's olothing I had

ever seen; and he afterwards stagted & 1ittle store in the same

?yv
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Another o0ld cibizen who 11ved on Water Street was Thomas
Thornburg.

One of the oldest citizens here then, was Thomas Kyle, and he
lived right where Mﬁmd{Scherr now lives. Thomas'Kyle weas the-gun-
smith on Water Street end his place was just across the first a;é
ley back of the Methodist Church on Water Street. |

" The father of the late Major MoKendree came and located ot

the corner of Maln Street end Vater Street Just where the Southern

- Methodist Church now stands., He conducted & hotel. He conducted

this hotel as far beck as I can remember,
: On the lower corner of the first alley on Water Street, just

baok of the Methodist Church stood an old log ber room, These

were called "bar" rooms beceuse bare went up from the couner to ;

the ceiling, The bars (about 1-1/2" square)extended from the
counter to the celling as a protection for the bar keeper, and
were placed asbout 6 inches apart., The bar keeper would hand out
the whiskey throﬁgh a small window or opening.

A fine blacksmith of Barbouréville then was Greenville Hare
rison, whose shop was on the river bank, on .aber Street, or the
Guyan River. He was one of the best smiths in the country, and
the zround oa which his shop stood has probably washed away as
very much land along the Guyan River front has since caved in,

I rcmember a public well was Jjust below the Greenville Herris

house. This was a very fine well from which many of the citizens

" obtained their drinking water, There was e level stretoh of tand

under the river bank well eovered with timber, but this all caved

in and was weshed away., P .
_ - G
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building in which he had the shoe shop., Another shoe maker who

- 1lived in Barboursville for years was & John Lloyd, and his shop

wes right over the Orasmus (0s) Mills store. All of these shoe

i} 0\
! 22‘

2 shops always had one or more men helpers. They made men's and boy's

boots and well as womens end childrens shoes. They mede boots by

was still another shoe meker, but I do not remember'aust where he
hed his shOp. Dengerfield Bryant was another shoe maker, but was
e school teaoher, elso., This Dengerfield Bryant kept his shop at

‘hand for me. Men ab that time, mostly wore boots. A Dennis Bryant

one time on the gite of the Garfield Stowasser 1little ware-house on

: 'A-Saddles‘& Hearness- :
These commodities were made by several different people. Tha'

_firm of Uferman & Son, (Germans), oconducted a saddlery and her

ness Shop for several years, They made all kinds of saidles, har-

ness and bridles. They mxmx were in the old corner building for-
merly owned by Froderick G.L. Beuring just bofore the war between
the states. Henry(?) Fetter was also a sa.dile and harness maker,
his shop being on Center Street not fer from the 0s.Mills store,
There were geveral buildings on lain Street at that time but they
have been torﬁ down, |
Men's sa@dleé of a good grade oost.from ¢20,00 to (256,00,
An extra good ladies side saddle would cost as high a8 $25,00,

Main Street., After he left the shoe shop he beceme & sqhopl'teacher.h“

The hog skin saddles could be bought for (8,00 and (10,00, The bete

. ter class of saddles were "quilted" oloae. The akirts were lined

with home~-made white flannel, high grade but coarse._ Women from
the farsm would bring in this material in 60 yard rclls whers they

-G-
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found a ready market for i¢,
« Tomb Stones -

The £iret tomb stones were made from native stone and ocut
out by local masons. However, the better grade of these
stones came from Portsmouth, Ohlio, being made by & man theie
named Charlesworth, end he usually had a representative here

all the time.

About 1809~or 1810 John Samuels, Attorney, and John Laide
loy,vanothér mattorney, ocame as young men, to Bar.oursville.
.théy were from Virginie, but when thé war of 1812 broke ouf
they'enlisted as voluntcer soldlers, and after this var was

Samuels
- over John,\ was elected Clerk both.oirou;t and county, filling
both offic es for many years. John Laidley was elected the
Commonwealth Attorney and he served about the same length of
time,

John Sammels lived where the Mason Long house on Mein
atreet is located and in tﬁe Yose Thoranburg house, being the
ovners of all the land on which the Town of Barboursville is
now built. The house ke lived in was built with money that
hig mother-in-law lrs. Gardner furnished, This Mrs.Gardner was
a French subject and France forced the Island of San Domingo
to pay this woman so much per year during her life time on ag~
count of losses which she suffered in an island insurrection,

{ 4 During the height of this ingurrection Mrs. Cardner smd

il

her husband esoape& from Sen Domingo by the aild of two friendly -
_ \ an
slaves they owned, whom they brought with them,
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"'boat at Greenupsburg where they engaged in the hotel business"fbrﬁﬁoma

.

'yeara. Abont 1821 they arrived at Guyanaotte and a 1ittle 1ater dn

. lated to General Putnam, of Revolutionary wer fame. Mr and Mra_ |
' Gardner are both buried in the old Barboursville cemetary, Théy w;re

£rom @400.00 to §700,00. The history of Milloer & COndon givqa a"

\
vexception above mentioned was & 11ttle house which stood on the pre

 sent Henry Nesh site, but belonged then to a tailor name& Jonea;" f

A/

: ‘The Gardners arrived 1n Philadelphla en board of a ship belonging %o f
 Stephen Girard whioh was running in the coffee trade from San Domﬁn--“

€0 to Philedelphia, They then came aoross the country from Philadel-

:'phla to Pittsbhurg; then took a steam boat, with the expectation of '

going to New Orleans & French settlement being themselves Frenqh

1‘ (=,

people, but the water was too low and they disombarked from the steamb r

/_.. _'.

[ﬁlocated in Barboursville. Mr.Joseph Gardner was a Boston men and‘bej

. my Erand parents. She made her home with John Samels her son,lxm,

full mecount of this,
A great Prosecuting Attorney was John Laidlay.

. { AR
John Merritt was the last one in the corporation at that time. mhe‘\%
old Tom Merritt house still stands but now belonging to the Ly

heirs was standing then, but has been conslderably improved '?The

‘\ (g

This men Jones kept his shop in his own houae; but he iater
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moved to Galliaolis, 0., and was 1ost sight of,

s Going west from my house on the nérth side of the street
stood the 0ld Westhoff house where Capt. Coon 1ived when he died.
This house later burned downg-some time after the war, The nexi:
hquse belqnged to a man by the name of Abner Wingo. He was an oi&
oarpenfer who originally.hailéd from Virginia, This Mr.Wingo was"
the father of Mrg. Charles Wilson, Sr, who yet 11vea-~on the Pea

Ring—noad west of town. The next house after that of the Wingo!g { 

v

wag ovmed by & Mr.Church, an Englishﬁan who married a Merritt, th§;5

sister,br Williem Merritt, He was the;father of "Bill" Church who

lived in Barboursville & few years ago, He and Dr.Turnervcame=h§fe’

as single men from England but were married in Barboursville,. ff

Churoh was 8 woll educated man, owning a f£ine 11brany. ALl o: hia i

boya farmed.. _ i
P A.Vallandingham lives at present on the site of the old
house owned by Mr.Church,
The next house which stodd right where the Baptist Church

-now stands was ovmed by a German butcher named Freitel, He cured

his own meat and had a slaughter house in conJunption with his:
meat shop. -

| A property owner of that early dey was Harrison Dirton who
owned the house next to that of the butcher Freitel. He belonged to
the old Dirton family oldest settlers in the neighborhood. The o0ld=-

er set of Dirtons lived on the hill near the new dormatory of More

- ris Harvey College., A John Dirton was & toll gate keeper and his

old hause 8t111 stands.
-9 -
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3¥”fwhen they got down to Russell Creek they wont around through Galliher
if.ville to Holderby's Landing (now Huntington), ending at toot of
16th Streets

- house.

0o X

. The next house to that of Stowasser's is was that of John Bwkmm
" Merritt's house, 014 John Merritt and Aunt Jane Merritt came

here f£rom Harper's Ferry., John Merritt was the father of Oash
Merritt. The next housr was the Thomas Hatfield house. The old -

f-'- house whioh stands about & half mile below the Berboursville Bridge
.:an Pea Ridge is the old John G,Miller house built before the war, ¥
'"ﬂ‘Tbetwegn the states. John G, Miller, the father of George Miller who
\tkfnow 1ives, Was the owner of all the bottoms on both sides of the |
”'._?ﬂ road about 450 acres, The James River pike crossed on this farm and
‘},1ﬁpassea in front of his house end, went out Pea Ridge about the way it

';l, now runs, with very little variation, on down to Russell Creek,

Zoute of the o0ld pike to Huntingtong They had this o0ld roead

e

Jim Wilson built ell the old covered bridges from the east of
Eilton, end Jim Wilson owned all the land from the John Miller tract
to Russell Creek. I was grand father to Charley Wilson who now lives
on Pea Ridge. He bullt the bridge on Little Sandy
as I was t0ld by & man who lived at this bdridge and boarded at his

The Merritt M1ll, which stood on the other side of Mud wes a
big factor in causing the construction of fhe bridge across the'mout
of the Mud. |

' No toll was oharged to peOple going down the Guyandotte River
on the right hand side; but if they oame up and passed through the

‘toll bridge going east, toll was&oolleoted as they were then on the

prbperty of the Jemes River Compeny., -/~

-~
s
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tgﬁ‘” ' Eliéha W. ocomas, who later beecame Lt. Governor of v1rg1nia,,

..'fj wasg the son of Willliam McOomas, who was & member of United States
. Congress from 1833 to 1837, He was & well Xnown minister. He waa S
one of fifteen ohildren and 11ved 1n Barboureville. Waa brought
up 4in the Geo, J. MoComasg farm housa. ~ Elishe MaComaa became :
: ”i much interested when they were raising a company to serve 1n the
:wﬁ5“Mexloan war in 1847, He hed aomebhing to do with raielng a oompany
| for that conflict, and I think he went in person to Mexico, While
N recruiting their compeny they camped on a vacant farm near the %mm

[":kown where Sandlee now lives, They found that Virginia had raised

5her_quota for this service and she refused to accept the Barbourse~
‘1110 men, and after camping here 8 while they marched to Guyan~
”":é1ana finally joined the United states rogulars,

vk;livihg in the Samuela house in town, When the army wes diabanded
‘*he was sent home gick from a fever contracted while in Mexico,

E The Semiels family were & military family. John Samels was
1n the War of 1812; Joe Samuels, his son was Lst. Lieutenant in the

‘ %Qf;onhn S. Willlams' staff in the Confederate Army. Lafe Samuels,
_ 9nother brother, was kmpkximxsonfimaxsak e Captein in the Confede
:}_ 'L erate Army, dying directly after the war was over at home., Judge

';Qfﬂ.J.Samuels was AdJutant General of the State of W, Ve,

Rev. Billy MceComes marriedh%ﬁ%bg;&jg;er of ék;;§u§;rd.»

/) i< . Elisha MeGomas was eleoted Lieutenant Governor of v1rg1n~'
rﬁ5% f%§z2“%$kbr W1se(?). He efterward went to Chicago end beotme editor

P L “lle |

'Samuels was their Firgt Lieutenant, He was e gon or Jehn samual Tl



‘ by tha neme of Kelly, This men Kelly was o blackemith who 1ater {f

L ¢ &

of one of the leading Chicago papers with which he was oonnectég

ﬂ,,up to the time of the war between the states, He was accused by |

Northern people of being a Butternut, which was one of several

' socletles opposed o the draft during the war; end, as & conseq

quenoe he was banished to CanaAa.

The present Price Ebtel in those days belonged to a man

.moved west, He had his shop on the baok where two alleys eonneo%'}*

Next to this hotel was the house of DreWst Mgg:?as ‘end i;_

the house stood on the right'of the present house of itiss MGunt£°

® 18 =»



ere. George, John, Jacob; Thomas and.
: E1£Zaheth.(DIrton) Mbrgaret Strup

rTy
‘ Geo ze Merritt ‘had one son, J‘ohn Merritt. His

» _.I.avinia: Turley, died, and he wEmk never married: Then he moved
to Marga.ret Merritt's, his mother and lived with her.

John Merritt kept the hotel. He was twice married, his last
wife ‘being a McCormick (See Phil Merritt or Mary Duff1n$ John Mer-
ritt had three‘_children. Elizabeth married Dr. Turner; Margaret
ma.rrled _William Merritt was the father of Ms.ry Duffm.
'*Ja.coh Meri* moted to Harper s Ferry, Va. and Thomas Merritt
‘moved to Missouri. Melchor Lived and died above Barboursville in a
.1arge-r frame on Mud River in sight of and just above the Barboursville
Depot. (See Mrs. Anderson) It was a large mtwo stories, yet
standing, but it has been moved across the Thomas Merritt
ed the fam and I:Lved where Mrs.:Brady now lives. They lived in the




LSCNEY
<

T : ?~Mahala married Wlllia.m Merr:ttt, of Harper 8 Ferry; Harriett
: lEarrie& Baxter A.nderson; Emily Married Frank Adams; Martha married

SRR Stewart; Jbseph, Sr. and Thomas (Long Tom); Joseph mar-
 ‘_31ake, Thomas Merritt warried Dodd. Margaret
“eh ldren ali sxw dexdk died young. '

Ann Mbrrltt ha& iinzzhiitixnx nine chlldren.

- Agnes married Elijah Turley. Margarte married John Merritts
Eliza nmarried Jonathan Turley; Mary married William Dirton; Anna
Maria married Joseph Turley; Sarah married Napoleon B. Johnsony
neithexr: any nor Thomas married; Frances married John Merritt, her
brother-in-law; ~ There was a Thomas in nearly all of the famis
‘Mh Mbrritt is Mary Mbrrltt's son, s

the Mbrritts German.

ThﬁlDundas 's were Scdtdh°
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WILLIAX HALL. | S st 5
I was born August 18, 1856, at ?aype“County,_on Twelve Pole.
Left there when I was a child. My father was Allen Hall; married Tempy

Stephens, of . They lived in Wayne County. I had btro-

thers and sisters:
Jehn Married Molly Horn. Lived near Ashland; Ky. Half
brothers: George, not married. Died in time of
- Civil war. He was a half brother.
James M, Cap.Alley. Lived at Kenova,W.Va,
Sam, married Malissa lLaney. Lived on Twelve Pole, and died
there.
Henry, married Evalyn Jones ("Blackhead"). lived at Ceredo,
and died at Barboursville,
Robert Patterson Spratt.

Born in Logan County. ¥erried Martha Ann Christian, daugh
ter of Jemes and Annie Christian, They:lived on Elk Creek, of Buffalo
near mouth on Guyand river, at Man. Owned the land there.

Mrs.Hall was Sarah Yantis Spratt; born Mayrl7, 1868, Daughter of
R,P.Spratt and wife. Married, first, Poindexfer Bradberry ("Deck").
Their crildren: |

Walter Bradberry, born Nov.28, 1386.

Alonzo " Dborn June 23, 1889,
Hattie " Jan.,12, 189l.
French " July 19, 1894,
Janmes, " Aug, 15, 1898,
Virgil, " April 2, 1903,

Sarah Spratt and Dexter Bradberry, married liay 21, 1884,
Ym,Hall and Sarah Bradberry, married in Logan County.

We came here about 1907. We came March Ath, after he bought the

farm. I have his picture, R.P.Spratt's. -1~



] Bill Hal} says he rode.Jeff Gill's_raft through the Betty

Shoals. They are much changed. We live at 1113, Rslston Ave.



o ~ JOHN ("Jack") McCLINTOGK.
w.ﬁgg born Qct._lB, 1873, ten miles east of Pittsburgh; married
Vergie May Jopling, daughter of Jas, Staunton Jopling and Cora Lee
Wright, of Kanawha County, and later, moved to Huntington. My moth-
er came here from Jackson County about 1866.

‘Henry L, Wright, a contractor, 94 years old, built first pave-
menf; built 16th Street Viaduct, and he and trother were cleaning
a cistern at 12th Street & 3rd Avenue. He saw the James Boys. He is
a vrother to my mother.

We have one son, Ralph Oren McClintock. An electrician apnren-
tice, 29 vears old, born Feb.28, 1913. Ve came to John Love house

in 1934, We now live at 949 Lee Street.

JAKES HARVEY McCGiAS,

Named for Harvey Rece. Born May 30, 1869, Parentss George

Riley }McComas, daughter of Jzmes and Cyrus. She died
in 1885, at He died &b 1818, at 82 years, 4 months,

Grandparentss John licComas

96



. . JOMN JACOB PATTERSON.
( - I was born Jap,5}9718§3. I will be 79 Jan. 31, 1942. I came here
arch 1874, to the John G. Miller. I was, from Jznuary to March
ll‘years.old- I came with‘myvfather from Bland County, Virzinia in a
covered»w;gon, dovn Guyan River across a large mountain, by a large
grist mill on Guyand River owned by Snuggy Bias. (This was at Falls;
above West Harlin) Reach:=? the river here. Had to unhitch horses and
move the wacon, Yy father was Syephen Pattgrson, who married Rebecca
Warner, (?) of Bland County, daughter of Halsey (?) VWarner. Iy grand-
father Patterson was Harvey Patterson, who married Halsey.
Hy father and I worked for Jdhn G, Miller about three years, and
then went to the Jeff McComas farm. We broke up housekeeping. I
don't remember seeing her, as I was sick, I had seen her bvefore., She
wanted a piece of ham ment. I wouldn't tell her I was sick, and start
ed to get it; for,James_Hensley said he would get it for me. He was a
brother to Chub Hensley.
When liinnie died she deeded the hdme adjoining this one (Harvey's)
to me, and later, to Kathleen Claypdol.
We stoovped at the Jerome Shelton place and stayed a week. Xy
wife was Bates, daughter of Jack Bates and his wife, of Tom'é

Creek,
Children,

I only have three children living:
1, Minnie, the oldest; died several years ago. She married
G.R.Claypool. They lived at Logan, and owned much property
there. She is dead. The last account of him claimed he had
‘lost his mind. One daughter, Xathleen,

2. Harvey:

2s Verdie: Mzrried June Lawson., Separated. One child, Woodrow,
of Barbtoursville., Mzrried second, Wilkie Hatfield, Barbours-

ville, Two children. -1l=



Everette died: was killed in a train wreck at Logan. Was single.

Ethel: D ied an infant.
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George S. Riffle Born December 30th, 1814,

Rebecca P, Riffle Wife of George S, Riffle, Born March 24th, 1816,

Martha Ann Riffle,

/%lvmév<4/udb1élé€— 24/17

Second wife of George S, Riffle, Born April 4th, 1820

CHILDREN
Manerva A, Born  May 9th, 1836
Barbara B, 7 Oct.27th, 1837
Martha A, " May 22nd, 1839

Jess B, "
Jonathan M, "

Feb.22nd, 1841
Oct.15th, 1842

Daniel and Wilson H, Born Jan., 2nd, 1846
George D, Born Feb., 9th, 1845
Berlin W, . ‘Nov, 8th, 1849

David P, u May 28th, 1844
Lewis L, 4 July dérd, 1852
Pheba J. ! June 2nd, 1854

These are the children of Rebecca P,

Birk S. Born Nov., l4th, 1861

John R, " March 28th, 1863
Dora S. i Septe. 1llth, 1865
Victoria E, " June 28th, 1867
Ulysess G, " Oct, 18th, 1869

These are the chiddren of Martha Ann.

.George S, Riffle & Rebecca P, McCartney was Married or United in

Holy Wedlock July &0th, 1835,
Rebecca was Converted in 1832;

George S, Riffle & Martha snnStrader was jolned together in Holy
"edlock September 1l3th, 1860:
Marbha Ann was Converted in 1864:

George S. Riffle & Delia Elizéebeth Voodel were united in Holy
Vedlock July 6th, 1872;
George S, Riffle was Converted April 1860;

Bror.

/188Y
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DEED BOOK 1, Page 145,

o We, the undersigners _three Comisinors, agreﬁble to
appepntment made on the 2nd day of Feby, 1811 by the General
Assepbly of Virginia, have met on this day and hae received and
laid off a two acres of land on the ground proper for the
necessary public building for holding Court for the County of
Cabell, which land is laid off as followeth, to-wits

Beginning at a stake atout 120 poles atove the mouth of
Mud River, and S, 57 E. 16 poles to a stake S, 33 W, 20 poles
to a stake, N, 57 W, 16 poles to a stake; .33 E. 20 poles to the
Beginning, conteing two acres of land which we value, or rate as$
six dollars p acres in all, =mounting t o twelve dollars.
Given under our hands this 27th day of lMarch,1811.
Viilliam Fullerton,
James Jorzden,

’ John Hannen,



Sunday, December 22, 1929,

MOB UPRISING AGAINST ED, WILLIAMS, IN 18%6 RECALLED BY
ASSESSOR,

One of Cabell County's few mob scenes took place in Barbours-

ville; Woman who conspired with Williams got Life Sentence.

One of Cabell County's few mob scenes occurred at Barboursville
in 1876 when an angry crowd seized Ed.Williams, a farm laborer, and
hung him after they had accused him of killing Charles Meehling,
his employer, with a blow of &hf axe,

The incident was recalled by E.A.Salmon, county assessor who
was at that time a Clerk in the offife of Mose Thornburg, County
Clerk, with offices at Barboursville. Mr.Salmon has a copy of the
sentence pronounced upon Matilda Meehling, wife of the slain far-
mer, for\her part in the crime,

The sentence was pronounced by Judge Evermont Ward, then on
the circuit bench. The document is remarkable for t he .eloquence
and feeling displayed by Jusge Ward in pronouncing sentence upon the
convicted woman. Other cbpies of the sentence are in the posession
of various county employees. An early printed copy is owned by Mrs
Charles Huffman, mother of E.M.Huffman, city auditor, whose husband

was a protegee of Judge Ward's from his early childhood.

A copy of the sentence for a time believed to have been the
original copy prepared by Judge Ward, is in vposession of James Po-
teet, Court house custodian, It was since discovered to have been
a comparatively recent manuscript copy of the original document.

Feeling ran high in Barboursville when Williams wes seized
and hung by the mob. The crowd took a vote whether to.hang Mrs,

Meehling, but she was finally released on account of her sex



and regularly convicted in circuit court.

The sentence, as pronounced by Judge Ward, as shown in the
copy in the posession of the county @mssessor, readss

"Matilda Mdehling, you have been indicted, tried by a jury
of your country, and convicted of murder in the first degree. Kur-
der with aforethought--of wilful, deliterate, premeditated murder,
Of the correctness of this verdict there not only no reasonable
doubt, but not the shadow of & doubt. r

The atrocity of your crime is almost without a paralkel.
The deeé{of which you have been convicted is the foulest that black
ens the annals of time. You were a poor girl in the humblest |
walks of life. An honest, sober, industrious young man with no
fortune btut his own strong arm and manly resolves led you to the
alter. You there gave him your hand, he supposed, your heart. He
vowed to love, cherish and protect you and forssking all others =k
cleake to you alone; and this.vow he made to the Most High. He
made you the partner of his bosom and the mother of his children
and provided you with reasonaﬁle comforts. He purchased a handsome
little farm, on time, payable in numerous small instellments, improv
ed it, stocked it; and had paid all but & small pittance of the pur-
chase money. He doubtless looked forward with bright expectations
to an early period in the future when he could have a comfortable
little home for loved ones, and owe no man anything. But, alas for
human expectations: He employed Williams as a laborer, not dream-
ing that he was tsking an adder into his bosom, & serpent into his
Eden, to mar his happiness and destroy his life. But, it was so.

Williams dishonored his home, defiled his bed, and with

his bloody minded and adulterous wife, conspired his death.

- B -
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After the intimacy between yourself and Williams“commenced; the
presence of your lawful husband could no longer be brooked. He
became a Mordecai, the Jew, &t the Kingfs gate. You could not
consent to have your pleasures broken dby circumscribed.

Twice you attempted to poison him and twice you failed by
administering overdoses; and although you witnessed the terrible
suffering he had to undergo on account of your cruel and inhuman
act, your inpon heart never felt the soft touches of pity. You saw
his hands withering, his limbs paralyéing, and his frame wasting
from the effects of the poison--grim déath slowly and certainly do-
ing his work, but too tardily for your impatient spirit. You
could not 1eav¢ to time his taking off, but you urged your associ-
ate to speedy work--the deed must be done this night--this very
night. You could not iet the hallowed Sabbath pass. He follows
your evil counsels, and in a few hours afterward the dreadful deed
was done--a deed whiéh time cannot erase, or t he ocean's waters
wash out--a deed as deep, as foul, as black as any recorded on
history's pages.

Whilst your poor husband is sitting by the fire, a2ll uncon-
scious of impending evil, he sees the uplifted axe, and has but
time to say, "Oh, don't kill me' and blowafter blow falls on his
head, mashing it as it were to jelly. Next the head is almost sev-
ered from the body with a butcher s knife.

The evidence does not show how he obtained this knife, but
your little boy, of too tender years to be sworn, whilst‘sitting on
my knee, told me that uou gave him the knife. He is now taken

by the head and heels and buried in the dung and filth of the sta-

~ ble and animals are turned in to trample upon his already mangled

% -



remains, You return, wash up the blbod; and_you and your asso=-
ciate_inaugurate 2 new administration, take superintendance of
affairs, and all goes maerrily, although within sixty or seventy
yards of horrid spectacle. In a few days your hustand is missing.
An alarm is felt by neighbors, but none by yourself and Williams,
Suspicians, however, are aroused, and fall in the right direction.
Williams and yourself are arrested and committed to jail., All turn
out ®o make search, and in a stable, buried Bp the dung, trodden
by horses, there is found the mangled remains of a man who had liv-
ed amongst them and commanded their respect and esteem, exhibiting
g spectacle, the very thought of which is sickening to the human
heart. They weré justly indignant, but let feeling carry them too
far, They did not wait for the sentence of the law, but took judg-
ment in‘o their own hands. This was wrong; the law should have
been permitted to take its own course, for while it reveals its ter-
roré to the guilty offender, it is at the same time, the staff
of honesty and the shield of innocence,

They ceme in mass, to the jail, tobk-Williams and hung
him. You were then brought, and the vote taken in your case, and
at first there was no dissenting vote. But after a.mbmentfs pause
some noble and spirited fellow said: "No, gentlemen, no. She is a
womanj for the honor of her sex. spare her; forbear, and let the
law tske its course." Every soul yielded silent acquiesence; the
crowd disversed, and you were returned to your cell, and now the
- law has taken its course; 1its sentence is written, and it becomes
my painful duty to pronounce it upon you.

And now twice has your life been saved solely on account

of your sex. You are a woman, and woman is heaven's best, divinest
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gift ¢6 man, ©She is his acknowledged superior in all excellence
qnd refinements of life., She is pures she is tender; she is kind;
she is affectionate and loving; and man, masculine not only
loves, but adores her, and the more so as she is part and parcel
of his own being. Taken from his side to be his equal--under his
srm to receive his protection--from near his heart, to be loved.

He regards her as a being dwelling in an atmosphere pure
and serene and made a little lower than the angels who kept not
their estate, she sometimes becomes fallen, and when she falls
great is the fgll. Whmn she once turns fiend, she becomes a fiend
incarnate,

Twice, I repeat, you have been spared because you are a wo-
man; once by the mob, and once by the jury. I do not condemn, but
appreciate this feeling. Mercy is t he darling attribute of %he
Everliving an @ Just. But thks suvplication for it--not ih answer
to your imploring cry bf $that mercy I to others show, that mercy
show to me', but simply, on account of your sex. It may be mercy
to you to have your days prolonged as it gives greater opportuni-
ties for a preparation to méet the Judge of all the earth; Dbut
stﬁll your fate is hard, very hard indeed. You are to be excluded
from society and housed with outcasts, without regard to color,
face, or previous condition, and doomed to hard labor and coarse
diet 211 the days of your life,

It is no small matter to give up our earthly enjdyments,
but with you, they are pretty much at a2n end. Your neighbor's visite
your social meetings’and your church goings are now things of the
past. When you leave this place you will have gazed, perhaps for

the last time, upon the features of your aged father and your
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litt;e chi}dren, whom you leave in the world without a mother's
over-sight, and with no father save the Father in Heaven, who,
fhanks to His holy name, will ever be a father to the fatherless.
When you leave us, you leave_us no more to return amongst
us. Your counsel, in his elogquent appeals for mercy in your be-
half, begged that you might be permitted to return, even though
it was to be when your locks are whitened by time and your frame
bent with age and infirmity. This cannot be; but were it pos-
sible, there would be nothing that would interest you. All
things would be strange, passingly strange. The farms and roads
would be changed; the little saplings would be trees; the o0ld people
gone,smd the young people, old. They could afford you no pleasure;
but if they could, that pleasure is forfeited. Your body must re-
main in the d-mp cells of the penitentiary until it is consigned
to thg colder chambers of the graves and, Matilda, when your
earthly imprisomment ends you will still have another trial to un-
dergo before the Great Judge, ‘the righteous and unerring Judge
whose eye extends over all the transactions of the children of men
and 'without whose knowledge not a sparrow falls to the ground'.
He will jusge without jury or witness; and from His sentence there
is no appeal.

Oh, Matilda, prepare to meet thy God. Give up all hope
or expectation of worldly pleasure. Such hopes will prove delusive
and false, and the verdict of vanities. Send your petition to the
throne of Heavenly grace. Rely not on your own merits, for we all
are without merit; bdut plead the merits of One whose atoning

virtues are sufficient to blot out the sins of the whole world.
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The sentence of the law is that you be taken to Jail;zand the
» Sheriff of this County convey you from thence to the public jail
and penitentiary of the state, and you be therein confined during
your natural life. And may you there learn to unlearn what you have

learned amiss,"
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THIRTY-FOURTH OHIO VOLUNTEER INFANTRY.

o This_regiment was organized at Camp Lucas, Clermoﬁt County,
QHio_ during the months of July and August, 18€l; the first
detachment entering camp July 15th, and the first regular compan-
ies, under Captaihs Broadwell and Evans, Jﬁly 21st. OUn the morn-
ing of September 1st it moved to Camp Dennison, and was there pre-
pared for the field, adopting as ité uniform ( a 1icenée allovia-
ble at that early neriod of the waf) a light bvlue Zouave dress. In
compliment to their Colonel, the name of "Piatt Zoﬁaves“ was a-
dopted.

The regiment left Cemp Dennison on the 15th of'September,
1861, for Western Virginia, with full ranks, and arrived at Canp
Enyart, on the Kanawha River, on the 20th of the same month. Oﬂ
the 25th it fought its first battle in a gap near Chapmenville,
Logan County, Virgiﬁia, whivping o Vi;ginia regiment, inflicting
conéiderable loss to the Retels in men, and badly méunding their
Commander, Colonel Devis. The loss of the Thirty-Fourth was one
killed and eight wounded. Durine the remeinder of the eutumn

and winter the regiment -as enczged in the srduocus duty of guard-

ing the rear of General KRosecran's army, and the Counties of Cobell

utnam, ason, V%eyne and Logan wvere kept pretty free frow Zuer-

!

illes ty continual scouting,.

In larch, 1862, the Thirty-Fourth ﬁas ordered to Gauley
Bridee to jﬁin General Cox in hig demonstrstion on the Virginia
and %énnessee Reilroad. The regiment particinated iﬁ the battle
of Princeton on the 17th a2nd 18th of liay, losing several mén,
Pieutenants Peck and Peters were wounded, and Capt., O.P.Evans
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taken prisoner. Humphrey liarshall coriranded the ReEels;

?hen General Cox was ordered to join General kcClellen,
in August, 1862, there were six regiments left to guard the
Kanawh& Valley. The Thirty-Fourth and Thirty-Seventh held the
outpqst_at Fayetteville, where, on tie mofning of September 10th,
they were'attacked by a revel force under General,Loring, ten’thous-
andestrongy. Withothe=aid of cadmirableé-breastevorks,cprevicusliy-

tonstructed: by GeheralrScammon; two ten peund brass field piéces

and four six pound mountain howitzers, the oosition was held un-

til midnight, when the place was evacuated. . Part of the time the

ThirtyiFourth fought in the open field, and repeatedly charged

on the enemy.,  Its loss wes nebessarily heavy, O0f six xompgnies

engaged (the other four,.upder Fajor Franklin, being on a scoﬁto

the ioss vas one hundred and thirty, or fully one-third. Ong-half
of the officers'were,either killed, cr wounded, Cutting their way
out under a heavy fire, the National troops fell tack towérds‘the
Kanevha River, made a stand at Cotton liountain the next day, and

at Charleston on the 12th, where a severe enzagement took place,

‘From this point the entire Netioral force fell back to Icint

Pleasant, leaving the entire vslley in the hands of the Rebels,
In Cectober General Cox returned with kis corwand, vwhen 2nother ad-
vance was riede, °ond the valley rerszined,
from this time until ?ay, 186&, ncthine of moment occcurred
to vary the monotony of ga2rrisopn dutye During l'ay the regiment
was furnished with horses end transformed into "kounted Rifles."
On the 13th oflJuly, 1863, an expedition consistine of the

Thirty-Fourth, two compenies of the First, and seven companies of
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the Second Virsinia Cavalry, under cormand of General Toland,

made a demonstration on the Vireinia and Tennessee Railrcad,

sﬁriking it on the evening 0f the 18th, at Wytheville, A desper-

ate fight ensued, the enemy occupyvine the house, tarns, yards, &c.:

on'a slight glevation to the rear of the town. About dark the
Natioanal forces succeeded in capturing the enemy's artillery,

and driving him in o1l directions. Captain‘Delany, commanding the
First Virginia, was killed; and Colbnel Powell, Second Virginia,
badly wounded. The Thirty-Fourth lost four killed, including
Colonel Toland, thirteen wounded, znd thirty-tmfee missing. (Col-‘
onel Toland was shot from a window of a house in his immediate‘
vieinity, whiie seated on his horse, engaged in givine orders,
surrounded bty a few of his staff. The ball péssed through his

left breast., The Colonel did not fall from his horse, but cauzht

the mane with his right hand, when his orderly, who vas about fif-

%i ty yvards distant from him, ran and'caught him before he had time

to reach the grlund., With his last Preath he requested that his
horse and sword be sent to his mother.)

The Trigerd left Camp Fiatt with nearly one thousand men;
mrarch six hundred egnd fifty-two miles in eleven days, traversing
some of the hichest mountains in Vest Viroinia, co3turine over
two hundred and Fifty horses end three hundred end sixty priscners,
tvio nieces of artillery, and a lar~e amount of cormissary stores;
destroyed between three and Tive t housand stand of z2rrs, a bridge
of irnortance, and partielly turned one of the wesglthiest cities
in Vireinia.

Upon the fall of Colonel Toland, the cormrand devolved upon

Lieutenant-Colonel Franklin, who decided on a retrograde movement,

7
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This he found it di”ficult to execute, from the fact that the Kebel

i/j‘_ Gehergl, lcCauseland had blocaded the roads in the most effeéﬁual

P

ﬁannerf ‘ Fop several days.the cormend was moving insthe mcunta;ns
destitute of food for‘themselves or fodder for their ho;ses, and
continually harasséd.by Rebel cavaelry. On the day previocus to the
arrival of the regiment st Wyﬁheville, Company C, acting as read
guard, was attacked b&ia sgperior force of &debel cavairy. A number
were killed and wounded, and Captaiﬁ Cutter and fifteen men were take
en prisoners. | Several expeditions under General Duffle (vho had
assumed commandlof the Kanawha cavalry), to Lewiburg and vjcinjty,
completed this year's campaign. |
;h.Jaﬁuary, 1864, sbout two-thirds of the Regiment re-enlisted
as veterans. .On the 29th of April, 1864, the regiment was divided
into two détachments. Thb mquntea portion was to operate with the
davalry, undef General Averill; the dismcunted, with the Thirty-.
Sixth OhiorVQlunteer infantry,ﬁin Generai‘Crook‘s division of in-
fantry. ‘ | , .
On.the 1lst of lay, 1864, the second expedition for the destruct
ion of the Virginia and Tennessee‘Rajlréad left Charleston., OUn the
9th the cavalry arrived at Viytheville, enccuntered the Rebels under
General korzan, were repulsed, and corpelled to fsll vack, with

~

Crook, was more suc-

consideratle loss., The infantry, under Gerneral
cessful, OUn the same day that Averill was defeated, Crool achieved

a solid victory over General Jenkins at Cloyd l.cunt2in, near Sublin
Depot, vhich was captured'the g ame evening., On the day foliowing the
enemy Waslagain encountered and defeated at t he railroad Lridge over
New River, andlthe bridge tétal;y destroved. Hrom this zoint the

command returned to Meadow Bluffs, croecsing Saelt rond and Feter's
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¥ountains and the Gr-enbrier River, arriving at their destination

(i} on the %9£h of'May, cOmplgting a distance of four hundred miles

marchgd during the month, :

From Meadow Bluffs the-Thirty-Fourth:stéfted;tq jéin General
Bunter at Staunton, in the Shenandoah Valley, passing through
White Sulphyr Springs, Callahanfs Stand, and crossing Panther Gap
ountain, where a skirmish ensued. On the 5th of June the regi-
ment reached Goshen, on the Vircinia Central railroad, snd skir-
rished witﬁ‘a body of éavalry‘at‘Cow Pasture river."The day aft-
er fhe reﬁels vere met at Buffalo Gap, in a position secure from
direct attack; but-GeneréiﬁHéye's Erigade succeeded in flanking'
and driving‘them out of it. |

Staunton'was reached on the 8th of June, where the Thirty-
Fourth.made_its final preparations to jocin General Hunter on his

disastrous raid to Lynchburg. General Hunter, now re-inforced vy

Generals Crook, Averill, and Duffie, left Staunton on the 9th; and

paésing t hrough Brovnsbureg, reachéd Lexington on the 1lth. The
evening of the 1l4th found the regiment at Buckhannon, on the James
River, at which voont a few shots were excﬁanged with a small Rebel
force that had been driven ouf of Lexingtdn. Crossing tne 3lue
Ridge, hear the Peaks of Ctter, the tovn cof Livery was reached on
the 16th, vhen another skirmish occurred. ZFromr this joint General
Crook's comwahd, with vhom the disrounted members of the Thirty;
Fourth were serving, was sent on e, flankinz expedition across the
James, for the purpose of attacking Lynchbure in the rear, the
cavalry, on the left, to meke a diversior in their favor., The attack
was made lete in the afternoon of thé 18th of June, was vpartly suc-

cessful, and, i* the opinion of the Thirty-Fourth, would have been
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entirelyAso haa General Crook beén 2allowed to obcupy the qity t hat
night, according to his wish, but orders from his sujperior offi-

cer Fforbade it,. The ehemay was re-inforced that night bty about
twenty thousand men from the vicinity of Richmond, under the com-
mand of General Herly, which,'of ocurse; so s trengthened the city that
it was impossible, with the smell and illy-equipped‘force under
‘%éneraliﬁnnter, to cope with theirebels.

The situation was fully developed early the next'morning.by a
fierce cannonade from the <Rebels, which was prombtly replied to by :
the National forces. In the aftéenopn an engagemeht occurred; in
which the Thirty-Fourth suffered severely. . The retreat of the Na-
tional forces comménced af‘dark on the 19th of Jﬁne. The rear be-

ing heavily pressed by the pursuing enemy. the second skirmish occur-

red atr Liberty. At Salem, on the 2lst, while the artillery of

~Hunter's command was pac~sing through a narrow defile, totelly un-

sﬁpported, afparty of }ebels madeva sudden 4 escent from the hills
and, dispersing *+ he drivers and gunners, cormmenced the ﬁork of
destruction bvy shooting horses,_cutting snokes and harness, and
bloﬁinq up caissons, The mcunted portion of the Thirty-Fourth,
teins a few miles in the rear, hurried to the scene of action, dis-
mounfed, and with Lieutenanf-Colonel Shav as their leader, encoun-
tered the Rebels, After a sharp fight the Rebels were driven off
and the artillery regained.

The retreat was continued, Bic and Littie Sewell Iocuntains
were crossed, and Charleston reached on the 1st of July, where the
exhausted, ragged, and starved troops were permitted to rest. Thus
ended this_most disastrous expedition. The constant,skirmishiné,

the starved bodies, and btlistered feet of those who participated
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in it made "Hunter's Retreat from Lynchturg" an event iong to be
remembered. | _ _

The Thirty-Fourth 1éy at Charleston én the 10th of July
vhile General Crook with his main force aﬂd~the Sixth and Iline-
teenth Corps, was nressing.Earlylback on Winchester, General DuVals
brigade;.of which ﬁhe Thirty;qurth was 2 part, attempted to occu-
py the place in édvance of. the Rebels, by é forced march from
Martinsburg. ZEarly, anticipating the movement, had sent his old
division,_dnder'General Ramseur,ltp check it. The National force,
only twelve hundred gtrong, met and attackéd the Rebgls two miles
from Winchbsfer,‘completelyvouting them, cgpturing bheir artillery,
and killing and wounding all their brigade commandegs. The 1085 of
the Thirty-Fourth was ten killed and twenty wounded. Four days la-

ter occurred the fourth battle of Winchester, in which General Early,

taking advantage of the absence of the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps,

bverwhelmgd GéneravarOOk--tﬁe latter, hoﬁéver,_effecting an orderly
retreat, with t he ioss of only a few wagons. In this batyle Generalb
Du Val's rricade had the honor of btringing up thé rear, znd the
Thirty-Fourt suffered severely, losing their commander, Lieutenant-
Colonel Shaw, a bool,determiﬁed soldier and Christian, He was

struk in the abdomen by a musket ball, and was torne from the field
vy a few faithfu} men of his regiment, placed in an ambulance, and
carried eleven miles distant, to a vlace called Bunker Hill, where he
died.

Thechmmand of the regiment devolved upon Captain S.R.5.%est,
who fully suétaingd his reputation as a brave and gallant officer.
The next day, July 25th, another stand was made at Martinsburg, the
Thirty-Foufth being‘the last regimentntq leave the_field; which it
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did under a galling fire. ,
._The time of the regiment betveen the 25th of July and the

3rd of September was occupied as follows: July 26th, forded.the

Potomgc at Williamsport; 27th, marched to Sandy Hook, Maryland, op-

posite'Harper's Ferry; 28th, crossed the Potomac at Halltown;

50th, re-crossed to Sandy Hook; 31st, marched to Middletown to-

- wards Pdnnsylvania State line; August 1lst, continued the march to

Wolfville, Maryland; 3rd, returned by same road to Frederick City,
ifd, and encamped on the Monocacy; 6th, returned to Harper'sterry;
8th, re-crossed the Fotomac and moved in the direction of Halltown; 1
10th, reached Berryville, Virginiaj; 11lth, marched in line of battle
in the direction of Front Royal-<~hea¥y skirmishing with Barly, who
was falling back on Fisher Hilly; 12th, reached Cedar Creek, found
the enemy had burned the bridge, and was intrenched on the south
bank of the stream. The Thirty-Fourth lay here until the evening of
the 17th (skirmishing heavily in the meéntime), It then fell back,
marching allvnight, passing t hrough Winchester, and camping at Berry-
ville erly the next morning. The 20th of August found the Trirty-
Fourth at Charlestown, with the enemy close ﬁn its rear., In the ex-
pectatiqn of an attack, breast-works were thrown up; but, after wait-
ing in vain untii ten c'clock at night, the regiment fell vack to
Halltown. The enery still followed, and taking a position in the im-
mediate front of the fegiment,~heavy skirmishing encued until'the
27th, when they withdrew, to demonstrate on thelﬁpP&ragotomacf On
the day following the Thirty-Fourth again occupied Chariestown,
where the regivental officers were tusily engaged meking up the pa-
pers for the discharge of the non-veterans, who, on the ﬁorning of

the 3d of September, proceeded to Columbus, Ohio, in charge of
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Captain Vest,
During the‘few ronths previous to this tiﬁe the Thirty-

Fourth had been largely re-inforced by new recruits. Counting the vet-

~erans and the men of 1862, it still numbered between four and five

hundred men, present and absent. - (On the evening of the day in
which the non veterans left the regiment participated in the bvattle
of‘Berryville. The non veterans were near enough to hear the boom-
ing of gannon.)

The enemy fell back to\Wicngeatef and Bu nker Hill, The

Thirty-Fourth marched to Summit Point and lay in camp until the

morning of the 19th of Septeﬁber, the day on which occurred Sheri-
dan's famous battle of Winchester, it being the t hird time t heregi
ment had fought over neatly the same ground; It suffered terribly ‘
that day, the color guard having no 1ess'than six men, in quick

succession, killed and wounded while carrying the flag., It was final

| -1y brought through safe by George‘Ryanls, of Company A. All know

the r esult of ‘hat giofious battle;zand remember Sheridan'srcelebrat-
ed dispatch, commencing: "I am moving up the valley to-night", In
accordance with this announcement, the next évening found the regimenv
at Cedar Creek, where it lay until the 22nd, when occurred the Battle
of Fisher's Hill, Here agein, by t he excellent management of General
George Crook, the enemy was successfully flanked, whichresulted in
his totzl rout and capture of all his artillery. The losgs of the
Thirty-Fourth in the last two engagements was sixty-ohe killed.

The National forces followed the retreating and demoralized en
emy to Harrisonburg, where fhey lay until the 6th of Octoter. In the
meantime the cavalry was busily enggged in burning barns filled with

grain, driving in stock of all kinds, and otherwise rendering t he



Vallgy untenafle qg‘g_baée of supplies and literally fulfilling
Grantfs‘prder to sheridah, to render it so rdesolate and provision-
less thaf éa crow inlpapsing over it, would be compelled to car-

ry his rations with him? v'By,the 6th the work of devastation

was completed,'and the Nationallarmy again fell tack to Cedar

Creek; while the enemy, folléwing at a pespectful distance, once more
resumed his old position af‘Fisher's Hill.

Of Genefal Early's desperate attempt to_regéin his lost laurels
on the 19th‘of October, and of his partial success on the morning
of Sheridén's Ride" to the §cenelof action, and the irretrievable
disaster of the Rebels in the after-noon, much has been said and
sungs The brunt of the morning®s surprise and attack(feél on hhé_
left flank, composed of General Crook's Corps,_which;.with the
Kinettténth Corps occupying theAdenter of the line, was bad1y shat-
tered. The Sixth'Corps, onithe right, had'tiﬁe to fall back in good
orders The troqu'were rall}ed near.Middletown,ffrom whence t he fingl
advance wés made, which swept ever&thing before it, It is suffifient
to ssay that the day was won. '

Qpé evening before the battle the regiment under cormand of
Lieutenant-Colonel L, Furnwy, waé sent 6n picket. In the morning,
before dawn, when the surpfise occurred, the Colonel and eighteen
of his men were tsken prisoners. The Colonel escaped at Mount Jack-
gon and joined his command a few days thereafter, The loss of the
Thirty-Fourth in this affair was tgo killed, twelve wounded, and
eighteen nrisoners. From this time until the latter part of December
1864, the regiment lay in the neighborhood of Kersntown, vhen it
marched to Oﬁequan Crossing, and from thence to Martinsburg.

P On the evening of the 22nd of December, as the regiment vas
leaving Martinsburg, on its way to Webster, by rail, the train on

e 10 =



which,it‘was teing transported came in collision with one loaded

- with coal, killing two men and wounding fourteen. It reached Webster

on the 25th, and Beverly on the 28th.

O n the 11th of Janury, 1865, the post of Beverly, gerri-

- soned by the Thlrty-Fourth,>wh1ch by this time was reduced to

three hundred men present for duty, and the dismounted portion of
the Eighth Ohio Cavalry, wasvattacked by‘the enemy, under command
of General Rosser. So secret and sud“en was the attack--no alarm
whatever»being given until the enemy were in the wuarters--that
resistance was out of the guestion, and nearly.every man was at one
time a'prisoner, though subsequehtly a great many escaped, favored
by the darkness and intense excitement of the occasion. Cglonel
Youart, of the Eighth, commanding post, and Colonel Furney, were
ﬁoth captured, but afterward escaped. The survivors of this most
unfortunate and disgraceful affair fell back to Phillipi, and from

thence were ordered to Cumberland, Marylend, where they were donsol-

idated with the Thirty-Bixth Ohio, (General Crook's old regiment),

'cpmmanded by Colonel H.F. Du Val, The union of the separate or-

ganizations dates from the 22d of February, 1865, in which the old
Thirty-Fourth loses its identity--the coalition being known as

the Thirty-Sixth Ohio Veteran Volunteer Infantry.
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From Weyne County News, July 7, 1949,

HISTORY OF BARBOURSVILLE,
By Frank Ball,

Juley Lusher thought it ﬁas lots of fun. He loved to hide in
the bushes along the banks of the Guyandot River and shout confus-
irg orders to the raftsmen as they maneuvered their cumbersome craft
with the current. Then when the flat boate collided and tangled in
mid-stream and the supgmer air rang with the curses of the exasper-
ated river sailors Juley would roll over and laugh and laugh.

Juley, whose exploité as the town Jokester of Barboursville,

W Va,are still talked about, has been dead for many years., Gpne, tog
are the rafts and steam boats that once made the Guyandot a bursting
artery of commerce and Barbouréville a thrifing river port. Today, tke
little city on the Guyandot at the mouth of Mud River is a prosper-
ous, preaceful community, busy wvith the present and t he future, but
proud of its past.

Barboursville local folks like to say, is no "mushrrom" town;
it took its time Erowing up. Since its earliest days it hés‘seen its
fortunes rise and fall more than once. Boom times, and recessions
have come and gone, and Barboursville has weathered them, all,

Just east of the Chesapeake and Ohio station in Barboursville
visitors can see a reminder of the town's claim to antiquity. A stone
monument there marks the boundary of the Savage land grant, the
first "deed" to the land on which Barboursville grew. In 1772, John
Savage, and sixty other persons received about 28,000 acres of land
along the Ohio River in Wayne, Cabell and Mason Counties as a reward
for their services during the French and Indian wars. With the ex-
ception of Savage, and a few others, most of the original land holders
never lived on their property, preferring to sell it to settlers
who were then crossing the Alleghanies in great numbers.

w T =



<>

Descendants of the first Savage still live in and around
Barboursﬁille.

In 1802, two gentlemen whose names have become pro minent
5 - S Merritt
and Jeremiah Ward purchased land on either side of the Guyandot River
a tributary of the Ohio. The 500 acres bought by Merritt are today xn

the. site of Barboursville, and Wérd s holdings have become the pvmmun

V'Ery of Farmdale, Barboursville's neighbor across the Guyandot.

Lifewag easy going enough, at first. For several years the
village expanded slowly. More cabins were added to the infant commun
ity ss time passed, and e very nowand then a new harness shop, or
gstore would open for business at Barboﬁrsville. Then in 1809 Barbours-
ville got a brief taste of importance it was to assume not many years
later--the town was selected as the County Seat., For one year the
County Court House carried on its business in the home of William Mer-
ritt, just north of the oresent C & O bridge, across the Mud River.

In 1810 the county seat sas moved to nearby Guyandotte, but remain-
ed there only until 1813, when it returned to Barboursv1lle for a long
stay.

The same year Barboursville was given the status of a town
by the State of Virginia (West Virginia was not to become an independ-

ant state for fifty more years). Barboursville had “arrived".

By 1830 the town had taken another big step forward in its municipzl

growth® Iy got a Postmaster. He was avpointed at a salary of
$14.60 per year, and twice a week a man on foot carried the mail be-
tween Barboursville and Logan. In 1849 Barboursville stuck out its
chest again, and was incorporated by election and special court

action,
-2-



| As center of business and politics in Cabell County, Bgr;
boursyille enjoyed a singula;mpropipence early in its histiry.

Local findustry flourished; livery stab;gsailaege tannery, and
harness shops were established, and did a brisk trade. Local mills
sawed and shaped lumber from which much of the early Ohio River
steam toat fleet was built.

Court House proceedings brqught a steady stream of visitors
into the community, and local business men were quick to capital-
ize on the need for suitable transient accomodations. Hotels sprang
up in Barboursville's businecs center, hostelries like the Hatfield,
the Charles Ryan, a second Hatfield, the Blume, a second Blume,
and»the Baumgardner Hbuse, presided orer by J .B.Beumgardner, 300 lbs
of gracious host and & well remembered town character. With the

¢ ‘
townés political decline in later years, the hotels disappeared one

S o

by one; and Barboursville's last%gggg” he Price House, burned d own
several years ago.

Social life in the town kept pace with Barboursville's import-
ance., Church activities were numeroué, and the town's lown Masonic
Lodge was established in 1853. An earlier lodge had been formed in
1818, but had moved to Guyandotte sévenfi‘years afterwards,

Barboursville had been the capital: of Cabell County for seventy
five years when its political position collapsed. Not many miles away
on the Ohio River, the city of Huntington, founded by Collis P. Hun-
tington as a western terminus for his Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad
in 1871; had been steadily assuming civic leadership in the County.
Boosted bty the new railroad industry and the heavier shipping traffic
on the Ohio, it soon dwarfed Barboursvilie in municipal stature, In
1887 Huntington became the County seat. The Barboursville Court

House was occupied a year later by the Barboursville Seminary; but
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an insitutionnof learning was poor compensation for the lass of a
political prize; and, besides, students didn't have the bulging
bank rolls of the old Court House visitors,

During its "Golden Age" Barboursville had nourished its
prosperity from two other sources--highway and river traffic. In
}828 the Kanawha and James River Turnpike, the more practicable
successor to dream of a canal linking the Kanawha and James River,
was extended +through to the town. The'Guyandotte River had been
locked and damned for a distance of thirty-five miles from its mouth.
$tage coaohs on the turn pike stopped at Barboursville to transfer
passengers to the Ohio Rivor packets that mado regular ports of
call at Barboursville Landing. The town»became an important ship-
ping point for both steam boats and rafts, and Barboursville's nu-
merous taverns were favorite gathering‘spots for the boisterous,
fresh water sailors who mamned river craft.. i |

Both t he highway and river transpbdrt routes, however, were to
Tt ecome casualties of the double threat of war ond progress., The
locks were destroyed during the civil war, never to 5e re-tuilt, and

the extension of railroad service into Barboursville not long after-

“fedwar killed off the turn-pike's businese.

Except for the damaging of the river locks, Barboursville
suffered little during the conflict between the North and the
South (Guyendotte was put to the torch by the Federal troops in

November, 1861).



From The Cabell Record, July 14, 1949,

HISTORY OF BARBOURSVILLE.

By Frank Ball,

The second encounter, in September, 1862; had a bit more
dash. It took place right in the streets of Barboursville, when a
regiment of Virginia cavalry and a regiment of Federal troops hap
pened uvon each other in the center of town. One Union soldier
gas killed, the sole fatality of the day.

The C & 0, whose line through Barboursville had been under
construction at the outbrezk of the civil war, contributed much
to the town's commercial liveliness after peace had returned to
North and South., Before the Guyandotte branch of the C & O, was
was opened in 1903, Depot Street and the station grounds in Barbours-
ville were lined daily with wagons and teams waiting to load
the freight brought in by rail for the town and outlying commun
ities,

In 1910 the C & O, decided to move some of its own business
into Barboursville, dismantled an old freight house in Charles-
ton, rebuilt it in Barboursville and established what was to be-
coﬁe the C & O's reclamation plant.

Barboursville's long and colorful history can be read from
its many old buildings, some of them more than a century old,

The oldest frame building in Cabell County, built about 1848, stahds
far back ofif Main Street. The Henderson Grill, on the town's main
corner, is housed in a brick building erected early in the 1850s.
The Methodist church dates back to the town's beginnings.

Barboursville Seminary, which took over theempty Court House .
in 1888, %bYecame Barboursvillé College a year later, and in 1901
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.A b
was regorganized by the Methodist Church as Morris-Harvey College.
?arboursville took on the aspect of a university town,_and many
citizens remember the intense collegiate rivalries between Morris-
Harvey and Marshall College, in Huntington. The school moved to
Charleston in 1935,

Every town has its characters, and Barboursville is no
exception. Juley Lusher, the practical joker and scourge of the
rivermen, was one of them, but probably the best known was
Harrison Epps, towering ex-slave who had to have specially built
shoes to encase his huge feet. He was famous, besides his bulk,
for his laugh, the loudest and longest in Barboursville,

That's the Barboursville story.

The tdwn, with a porulation of 2,000, has lost much of the
feverish activity that eharcterized it vwhen it was a lively
frontier city, and later on, an important transportation and po-
litical hub. Its stately, ancient buildings and the memories of
other days are but fragments from a past that had to make way
for a modern world. Barboursville is keeping in step with the
times and is looking ahead too--folks are already talking about

a celebration far the town's 150th anniversary in 1963,
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