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LTFE OF BISHOP MORRIS. -
Chapter 1,

Tncidents of Early Life--Awakening and fonversion--Call to the Ministry--En-
ters Ohio Conference.

Thom;s A lorris was born April 28, 1794, in Kanswahe County, Virginin,k five
mileas above Cherleston on the West side of the Kanawha River. His parents, John and
Margaret Morris, were both netives of Virginia=-=-the former of Cwlpevper, and the
latter of Augusta County. They belonered to the'first band of heroic_and enterprising

pioneers who settled on the Great Kanawha River, about the yeer 1985, where, besides

“the diffkmudkkims ordinary diffidwlties incident to new countries, they passed through

all the perials and excitements of an Indian Wer, in the prosress of which many of

the whites were killed by the savapes. Wayne's Treat, in 1795, at length gave-peﬁce to

the settlerss The house in which the Morris femily resided stood on & beautiful

swell of_ground,'near a never-failing spring of pure water, commanding a fine view
of picturesque scenery for many miles up and down the river. Tt was a pleasant
rpral home, embowered in orchard and forest trees, far removed from the noise and
unheslthy excitement of city life. Thomas helongzed to a fémily of eieven children,

]

His perents lived to a eood old age; and at length after a heppy union of forby years, ¥
died nearly at the same time, in 1818, both posessed of a rood hove of?iternal 1ife.
The early days of young Morris were happily passed amid the wild and romak-

tic scenery of hls mountain home. Later in 1life he was fond of relating how, in

his extreme youph, he delighted éo chase the kutterfly over the hills, construct tiny
boats to float down the rivulets that flowed through green pnétures, to hunt with

his rude bow and arrow th;Pugh the forests; and, in winter trap the red bird

end the aquail. HEis father, however, being an industrious farmer, soon found

other and more important work for the sone With his 1ittle hoe he was taughﬁ to
lgbor_in the fields, and in harvest time he was enployed as a bearer of sheavess
During the winter he mssisted in the care of the stock, and seems to have been

especially pleased with the duty of g éhepherd.

When Thonas was ten years old, the family removed from this beautiful home
-1-



to a plsae about 40 miles west, in CabellVCounty, on the State Road leading to
Kentuckye VHere ggain, they endured the hsrdships, toils and privations insepara=
bly connected with the settlement of a new country. Cleéring awaey the forest, )
inclosing the ground and bringing it under_cultivation from a state of nature
,,with theverection of the necessary buildines required, of xourse, a ereat deal

of imkwr hard labor; and having but a small foree for carrying it ony they had
for years, to exert all their enerrles to improve and keep up the farme

The means of education were very limited at that eariy day throughout

the Western States and Territorties, and especinally in the north-western part

of Virginia, where the Morris family resided. Teachers were few in number, and
for the most part i1l qnglified for their work; nor were the most competent of
them in very cood demand, for many of the early settlers of that wild region

cared little for books, so they could but obtain plenty of fresh land, good range
for their stock, end an abundance of geme. Still, there were schools; not continu-
ing, however, loner than "one quarter" of the yeer, snd that always in the Win-
ter, when hoys could best he spared from the farme By such limited means the
children of that day on the frontiers, ohtained what little knowledge bf books
they %psessed; nor was it generally deemed important that the ccurse of study

be very extensive or thorough. To master Dilworth's Spelling Book, learn to
read‘the New Testament, cyvher to the "rmle nf three", and write = feir, round
hand, was recarded as quite ;n accomplished education, and ample for allthe
purposes of practical life. This "eurriculum" Thomss hed Sassed through credit-
ably by the time he reached his eighteenth year. About thet time he became &
member of the first grammer-class ever organized in Cabell County. It was

tgggﬁt by MreWilliam Pagne, a native of Eneled, o thoroUgh}y competent teacher,

gpq.§n>eargeét_Meth9dist. This worthy old gentleman, besides performing his

professional duties, gave his pupils meny sound moral lessons, end, though -

-
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gathered to his fathers long yeérs apo, his memory is chgrished fondly by all

his surviving students.

| ' When young Morris was about seventeen yesrs old, his eldest brother, Ed—
mund, wﬁo held the Clerkship of Cabell Gounty, made him his deputy; and he ac=
dordingly left the farm to enter upon the duties of his office. This posi-
tion he held for nearly four years, except ahout six months spent in schorol.

The Clerk's nffice proved to be, in many respects, an advantageous position;
here_fhe young deputy acqui;ed muqh useful informetion concerning business trans=-
actions, as well as an easy, rapid use of the ven. But the sudden transition
from out door labor to the confinement of an office seriously impaired his
healths His nervous §ystam became deranred, rendering him feeble and timid.

When he léft the farm, but few of his years in all the neighborhood were more
athletic or courageous. It had been his habit for years to traverse mountains
and /valleys gt all hopfs of the darkest nights, unaccompenied save by his

fgitﬁful huntiﬁg dogé, unawed by the prowling wolf or the dangers of the fore
este Butb aftér his health deglined, he was not only nervous and feeble, hut
féarful and de-ressed in mind, losing all relish for his former exciting and ad-
vénturous sports and vursuits. A few months after his eighteenth birty-day, and
while in this feeblestate of health, he was one of a company of drafted militiavto
perform a six month's tour in the North ageinst the British and Indians. On the
day a ppointed the company assembled at the fourt House, formed into "messes",
shouldered their knapsacks and started on the march to join a regiment forming
at Point Pleasant, and intended to re-inforce the main army sk near the Can-
ada line. When thev took leave of their friends who had assembled at the
Courthpuse in great numbgrs to witness their departure, meny of these raw recruits
asvwgll as the 1ookers-oﬁ, werekvisibly and deevly affectede The father of Morris,
though hiﬁsglf an old so;dier,rcould not check his fast falling tears, as he looked
upon the émancipated form and youthful face of the childe  But the farewells were

-



spoken, and the march commenceds On the morning of the second day's march,
howevgr,_great was the surprise of young Morris at being over=taken by his brother
Williem with a substitﬁte, whom his fgther had hired to téke his son's place. To
turn back so early 1n'the cempaien was pot agreeable to his feelings; but, under
all_fhe circumsﬁances, seemed a duty, end he feluctantly consented to the ar=
rangement.
B While connected with Clerk's office, it was & part of “his busine;s to
gttend to all the lower and highér courts of the County--by which means he be=-
came well anqua inted with the lawyers who practiced in these Courts. This cir=
cumstanée, together with anrgrdent ambition to occupy a positibn of usefulness
and respectability in sosiety? incline@ him to choose the law as a prof;ssion.
Three fqrm}dable difficulties? however, were in the way of carrying out‘that
purpose,==imperfect gdgcation, the limited means of improving it in any of
the scholls access&ble, and an extraoridnary diffidences The first two obsta=-
cles, hg-thought, might be‘over~come by industfy and a systematic employment of
his spare hours; the ldst, his friends assured him, would soon pass away. Igi
his later years he was often heard to say that the uncommon diffidence énd fimidity of
his youth never wholly 1§ft him, and that, although a public spesker from his
youth to an advenced age, he acarcely ever stood before an audience without eﬁ-
barrassment.

The parents of Morris were pious and devited members of the Baptist
.Church, and had rsiven muech attention to the early religious training of their
children. From the days of his child=hood, Thomas had had occasiénal seasons of
deep relizious feeling and many serioﬁs thoughts of death and eternity. His own re-
cord}shows that he was scarcely ever without a conviction of his lost and sinful condi
tion, and that from very early childhood he took a deep interest in everything per=
taining to the worship bf éod. But there were radical defects in his early religious
traininz. His parenté diad npttconsider it their duty +to encourage th;ir children

‘to meke a public profession of faith in Christs And, what was still worse, though

.-4:_
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though they wer; usu2lly strict members of their church, for that country and in
that aay, they allowed their children to go abroad o n the Sabbath, and to a |
great extent, select their own company and amusements, as did their bretheren and
neighbors generally. Young people thus left to themselves, ngtufally grew up in
the belief that, althpugh'they were bound to labor six d&ys of the %week,the
Sabbath was their own day, a holiday, to be spent where, and how they pleased.
Under thesé circumstances, young Mortis stifled his convictions of sin, grad-
ually lost his desire to become a Christiap and learned many evil practices while
yet a youth, Being naturally, of a sedate, thoughtful appearance, and always
quite_résgrved in the presence of his seniors, he bore the reputation of being
remarkably exemplary in his boybood, while his own conscience assufed him that

he was far from the Kingdom, abiding under the wrath of God.

\Sp metters stood with him when he left the home of his youth and passéd
from under the restra}nts of parental authority.

About this time, under the influence éf older and more intelligent per-
sons, his mind became poisobed with skeptical opinions, which he seems to have
adopted rather as an apélogy for his\impiety tﬁﬁnxas the result of ca;efﬁl
investigation. His was a case of bewildered skepﬁicism, and never of confirmed
infidelity; He did not publicly avow his unbelief, nor seek in any way to
harm the cause of Christianity, or doubt his happiness, however much he might be mis=-
teken.,

In this state of mind he continued till his eighteenth year, when the ter-
rible concussions of the e arth which occurred during ghe Winter of 1811-12
aroused his guilty conscience, and he hecame greatly troubled about the future.
There was, shortly afterward, a revival of religion in the neighborhood among "the
people called Methodists", of whom he knew but little except through the mis-
representations of those who were prejudiced against theme To these meetinps
he went occasionally; and the general impression made upon his mind bj all he

saw and heard was favorable. About that time-~in the spring of 1812--he be-
-5-
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gan to ttqke take the general subjeet of religion under more serious con-
sideration, and to form resolutions to break off from his worst sins, particu=
larly the use of improper words, but without eny fixed purpose of becoming pi=-
ous at that time. For one yéar he pondered this subject much, endeavoring
earnestly reach & final conclusion on the main question; that is, whether it
would be Better for him, all things considered, to resolve on a religious life
or note On the one hend a Christian life appeared to be rational, wise, and safe
and therefore, desirable;'while on the other hand he heéitated to make the nec-
essary sacrifices of worldly plans and prospects, and feared to forfeit the
friend-ship of his gay and fashionaple‘associates- But that which deterred him
most of all was the fear of fallure, and the conse quent disgrace'of apostasy.
Moreover, his rpligious training made him slow to move under any power short of come=
pulsion not then clearly comprehending the important distinetion between coer-
civg'power and sufficient grace freely offered all men. Of this difficulty he
was, however, measurably reliejed, soon after, by a conversation with the Rev.
Sa~uel West, a Methodist preacher who convinced4him that his crude notions on
that point were not sustained by the Word of Gode The last thing he gave up |
wa.s the purpose to be‘a lawyer, with the ver ious planslwhich he deemed necéssary
for the accomplishment of that objects

Finally, after much reflection on the subject, it was mede plain to his
mind one day, when a}one, that it would be infinitely better for him to be

"little and un'nown", or even despised and persecuted all his life and then

-die in peace and be saved in heaven, than to carry out all his wmrXiXy plans

of worldly gain and lose his soule Whereupon he resolved, in the name of Jesus
to halt no longer between two opinions, but to consecrate his services fully
to the living Gode As soon as this great decision was reached he fell on his
kneesf and for the first time in his life, tried to pray. This wes in Feb-
ruary, 1813, and in the nineteenth year of his ages To kneel occasionally in
ppblig %orship or at the familt alter, ad a matter of form or a mark of re-
spect, had been his hgbit from childhood; but to kneel before God and ask for

-6-



merocy, pardon and salvation was e new thing, entirely. As he did so now, his

feelings were peculliar, and awful. His chief difficulty was the want of that
pungeant conviction which is so necessafy in the process of conversion; nor

could he exercise that simple trust in Christ as the only and sefficient Saviour.
For abogf six months he sought religion in secfet, carefully concealing his pur-
pose and stete of mind from all his friends. But Ehis met hod preved very trouble-
some, &S wellnas unprofieable. When present at religious services he found it
difficult to hide his emotion; for tears, unbidded, would often flow freely, as

he listened to the fervent appeal or earnest prayer of the minister. It was-

still more difficult to mkngle with his worldly associates without betraying‘

the secret burden of his heart.

A frank avowal of his feelings and purposes would, undoubtrediy, ha&e
been the wisest, and safest course at this time; but, not having the moral
courage to come out, openly on the Lord's ke side., he was in constant tempta;
tion to sifie his convictions and sisregard the monitions of his consciences

And now the conscious failure to carry out the resolution he had taken, and

the impression that his sins were fearfully augmenting from day to day, came wellenigh

driving him to despair, and for a time, he meditated seriously on giving up the
struggles

In theVSummer of this yesr he attended a camp-meeting in the neighbor-
hoodt; znd there, under a sermon preached by Rev. David Young on the "Parable of
the Sower™, his heart was more thoroughly broken up than it had ever been be-
fore. From that time, he seughtsﬁithe5ﬁcreased;di1iéehce andubarnestness; se-
cretrprayer was his constant refuere; conviction increased, eodly sorrow was |
deepened, and hope of final success began to revive. In a few weeks, however, he
found'himself threatened with the old diffivulty, "the fear of men which bringeth"
"a, snare". After much .reflection on his unhappy condition and the best means of
obtaining relief, he began to consider, seriously, the wuestion of separafinz frem

the world and choosing God's people to’ be his people, as the only probably method
-7-
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of obtaining what he so much desired--peace df mind and a sense of God's favor.

but, herevtoo, was a sore conflict to pass through. the inflﬁence of early religious

training ibclined him toward the Bhurch of his ancestors, while the strong religious %

impressions received through the instrumentality of the ilethodists seemed to suggest

the propriety of uniting with theme The fact that the Methodists were then a feeble
religious B

bandand much persecuted even by other denominations may have somewhat increased

the difficulty of‘settling this important quesﬁion; but Mre.Morris determined to

act delibergtely, intellisently, and in the fear of God. He borrowed a llethodist

uDiscipline, examined it thorogghly, and liked it well. He then began to com=-

pare it with the New Testament, reading them alternétely. After considerable time

thus speht, hQ said to himselfs "The Methodists are the Lord's people, and His peo-

. ple shall be my Beople".

There remained} however, one more difficulty to be removeds In the early
stagzes of his religious awskening he had cpncluded,.in accordance with the views
gntertgineq“by his partents on the subject, that it would be improper to unite
with any Ghurch until he had first obtained aclear evidence of the pardon of
his sinse But the circumstances of his own case had nearly satisfied him then, and mor
more fully corvinced him afterward, that there is no veriod inxsomemizxikfe the
history of a man's 1ife when he so much needs the help, encouragement, and pro-
tection of the Church, or receives greater benefit from it than while, as a
humble penitent, he islseeking the salvation of his soulls When, af last, young
mMorris felt that he would joyfully accept mercy on any terms, all his scruples
on the subject of enteringlthe Church as a probationer were gone.

Reve. Semuel Brown, the vreacher on the circuit (Guyandotte Gircuit,
Ohio Gonference), had announed he would preach his"farewell sermon" at his
lgst appointment in the Morris neighbor hood some time in August, 1813; and lr.
Mbr;is_résglvéd that he would on that occasion offer himself to the society for
admission on‘trial, as a seeker of religion. The place of meeting was threse
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miles distant from his home. At the‘qppointed time he set off on foot and a-
lone,choosing an unfrequented way through the foregt in order to avoid com=-
pan§ and inte;ruption. Fearing that his ﬁeart would fail hiﬁ when the time
ceme for decisi#e action, he three times stovped on the way, fell on his knees
and 1mp10:ed Bivine assistance to do his duty. A karge congregation had as=-
sembled; and MreBrown's text was, "oome, for ali Things are now Ready"s Mre
Yorris felt that the subject of the discourse and the manne? of treating it could not
have been better adapted to his state of mind had‘the minister known all a-
boqt his condition. At the close of the sermon, persons desiring to do so
were invited to unitg with the Church onltrial. Unaccustomed to Methodist
usages in such cases, and not knowing precisely how to act, MreMorris inquir=
edvof a clgss legder, Robert Caseboult, as to the regular mode of prodeedure.
“Go_forward"q said the leader, ?and give your hand to the vreacher, and your
heart to God;"™ and hmnédiately, while the congregation was singing the verse:

"This is the way I long have sought,

"And mourned because it found it not;

"Yy grief a burden long has been,

"Because T was not saved from sin"-
he stepped forward alone, and waes enrolled among the followers of the lLord Jesus

Christ, to the great surprise and joy of the congreration, who gathefes around the

new recruit and warmly welcomed him to a place in the Church. He was deeply affect-
ed, melted into tears of contrition and penitence, and felt that the unhappy wan-
derer had at last found friends, a home, and a resting-plawme.

' Thoueh he had not at this time, an evidence of pardon, he had fully counted
the cost, and resolvedAto perform every duty pertaining to the new lifefhe had
resolved by God's help, to leade This purpose was soon severely tested; for on
the evening of_the day he united with the Church, hg was called on to pray in a
public meeting, which he did with much fear and trembling; nor did he ever, from
that day requg tp»p;gy when ?equested to do so, though his mind was often dark, and
h;s heart heavy and appressed, as he sought the Lord with strong crying and teers.
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In November foilowing he obtained partigl rest for his weary, sin-sick soul. But
it was only a glimering ray of heavenly light at first; afterward, it.shone
more and more, unto the perfect day.

It will be remembered thgt MrfMorris's convictions were too slight, at first,
to be satisfactory to him-self; but, towards the last of a nine month's struggle they
beceme very deep and powerful. A sense of guilt as a sinner ggainst God and the
feer of the wrath to come, now caused him'mapy sleepless nights, mostly spent in
an agony of prayer--sometimes in his chember, and sometimes on the cold ground
iﬁ the dark and silent woodsfi This great menfal distress, however, gradually subsid=-
ed as he, by faith, slowly gpprehended Christ and the glgrious provision he had
made for sinners. One day, while in the Clerk's Office, alone, after a consldera-
ble struggle of mind to believe and grasp the prize, and while singing the words:

"Oh, that day&when'freed from sinning,

BT shall see Thy lovely face,

"Richly clothed in blood washed linen,
“"How I'1l sing Thy sovereign erace"=

" his faith seemed to'tdke,hold on the bleeding Saviour; he felt a strange emotion of

love in his heart, and a stream of joy seeméd-to be flowing in upon his thirsty
soule His first thoughtAwas, fhis is religions But alarmed in a moment lest he
might be deceiving himself, he drew back, his confidence failed, and all was derke-
ness againe. Two, or three days afterward, about the hour of midnight, this mani-
festation was repeated--only a little stronger and of lonecer continuance, but fol-
lowed by doubts end darkness for two weeks. The dark seasons through which he now pass=-
ed were attended with no special serise of guilt or fear of the future, but were like
the night to a traveler who walts and longs for morning that he may proceed on his
joﬁrney. A lﬁttle instruction from a competent spiritual ruide at that time,
would no doubt, have lffted the cloud wholly from his mind and introduced him in-
fo the full 1light and liberty of the Gospel.

Abot this time, the class leader having moved away, and the little class
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neighborhood being in a somewhat low condition, the new ﬁreaohér, Reve.John Cord,
aeppointed Morris to fill the vacancy; and handed him the class-book with the request
that he would convene the members once a week and hold a class meetinge T his ap-
pointment was received with much "fear and trembling". During the week he retired int
the_w00ds, kneeled by the side of a fallen ﬁree, spread out the class book before

him, read the first name and érayed for him, and so on rhrough the entire list

asking for grace and wisdom to say profitable words to them all on the ensuing Sabbath

The class was a small one, and the members scattered over a wide territory, did

" not usuvally meet all at one time; but on the following Sabbath there was a good

attendance, and the Master was present with them to impart strength and comfort.
Bedides his private religious dufies, praying in his brother's family
end leading the class, Mrelforris was now much exorcised on the subject of hold-
ipg‘prayer_meetings and offering the word pf exhortation to his neighborse. En
courages by the brethren to make the tgial, he commenced on Christmeas Day
by adding a fewremarks to a publ?c discourse delivered by an exhorter in the morn-
ing,rgqnsenting at the same time, to gddress the congregation in the eveninge. In
the evening the house was well filled, and he was favored with much liberty of ut-
terance in delivering his message; at the close of which he received a great and
signal blessing, such as he never had enjoyed befores For many days after, his
sgul% was filled with holy joy; and often while walking alone, or sitting at his
desk, musing on the goodness of Ged in delivering him out of all his troubles tears
of gratitude would flow from his eyes, and he rejoiced greatly in the Rock of his
selvation.
Eaving made a few efforts at exhortation, on wverbal authority, he was,

without any application on his part, presented with a written license to yyyyyy

exhgrt,hsignﬁéd by the preacher in charge of the smxxixe circuit, aﬁd dated

Februvary 1, 1814, which he accepled and used faithfully from that +time forward.
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Iﬁ the meantime, an event transpired'in hié- history which calls for more than
a passingrmention. In the Morris fmnily, early marriages had been universal; and
though Thomas once thought that his case would perhaps be an exception to the general
rule, it turned out otherwises That the married state, if entered into prudently
was favorable to a life of plety he was thoroughly convinced; and his thoughts were
a géod_deal turned to the subject, not so mﬁcﬁ with a view to eny immediate steps
invthat di?ection, as to meke suitable preparation for the great event when the
more convenient season should arrive. In the little class of which he was a leader
there wes a gentle and lovely maiden whose @hristian graces and personal charms so
won his coﬂfidence and esteem that his mind beéame agitated ﬁith the question
‘whether>hershouldéever be able to find a mpée worthy and suitableAhglp meet than
in the person of Miss Abiéail Scales.,' A little ip advence of himself, both in
years and in Christian experience, this young ledy, he felt persuaded, would great-
ly contribute both to his usefulness and heppiness in the path of duty towards which

God's providence seemed to be leading hime As his interest ripened into a pure end

ardent affection, he took counsel of his elder brethren; and with thelir approba-

tion, efter much prayer and reflection, he "ventured to neme the subject to her",
and she beceme his affianced bride. "On the evening of January 23,1814" in the
words of Mr.Mprris's brief dairy, "the marriage ceremony was performed by Rev.Ste-
phen Spurlock, in the presence of only a few serious ffiends, without levity or
display of any sort".

The cirqumstances under which &oung Morris made his first effort at preach-
ing from a text, were somewhat peculiare When his parents, who lived twelve
miles distént, heard that he had given some public exhortations, they sent a
message for bim to cdme and preach af their house. In the neighborhood where
they res;ded,Ait'wasfnotAeustomary to hold meetings for préyer and exhortation

in the absence of a preacher; and, not being familier with Methodist phraseology

.
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they announced that Thomas would "preach"; whereas, it was his intention tq

hold a meeting for prayer and exhdrtation. At the appointed time the house was
crpwdeq_with his o0ld neighbors and youthful companions among whom he had spent

tbe daysbof~his_bcyhood._‘ These old assosigtes had come to hear a sermon, and would
bq_g;egtly disappo;nted if phg_service shoﬁld be a prayer-meeting; and, besides, on
looking over his congregation, he perceived it was not made4up of thé right sort

of material for a profitable prayer meetinge He rememﬁered, furthermore, that

the preacher on the c}rcuit had voluntarily said to hims "If you feel like
prgaching_gt‘any time,»it'will be admiss;ble to make the effort a few times by

wey of trial, without a regular license". So, he resolved to meke his first
affort on that occasion. Ie sung and prayed, and read his text from Hebrews
;x!_27: vAnd_gs it is gppointed unto men once to d;e,.but after this the Judg-
menﬁf, &co Profound silenge followed. There was probably more curiosity than_
prayer in the congregation. The preagher shook, as in a pafoxism of ague.

Bgfo:e a_wnrd %as gﬁtered, the family, many of thg neighbors, and the vreacher,
himself were in tears, while the rest seéﬁed filled with amazement. But when he
did beein td talk it was like the_lett;ng ouf of water under the pressure of -a
strong head. For about tW¢nty minu#es, word crowded word, as he often said af-
terward, "Without emphasis, cadence, or period". Death and judgment were the

topies, and however unsat isfactory the manner may have been to himself, there is

reason to believe that solemn and lasting impressions were made on meny minds.

His next effort was_made at the same place three weeks subsequently in
which he endeavored to ruard aginst the hurried manner of the first attempt and
got through w;th more ease and satisfaction to himself. Afterwerd he preached in sever
el localities, as opportunity offered. Some time in March ReveBurwell Spurlock
preached wherenmr.horris's class usually met and reguested Horris also to preach
on the same day, which he dide After preacking, ¥rxxdfmxrix Spurlock met the

]
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the class and requestedthem to zive Morris a recommendation to the Quarterly
Conference for license to preach which they promptly and cheerfully did. The
Quarterly Meeting was held at a wpXxmm preaching place near the junction of fhe
Guysndott and Ohic Rivers. The examination was conducted by Reve.David Young
Presiding Elder of Muskingum District, Ohil Conference. The Quarterly Cone-
ference being satisfied as to his "gifts, graces and usefulness" granted the li=
cense; to be retained, however, until he should receive the sacrament of bap=
tisme The time selected for thésadmimisteation of this.ordinance was immediate-
iy after thg first sermon on the Sabbath of the Quarterly Meeting when kneeling
at the water's edge, Mr.Morris was solemnly baptized by the Presiding Elder, who
"poured the water on his head. The 1nf1uénce of early education had somewhat
embarrassed him in his first attempts to investigate the subject of water-bap-
tism; but he had now become firmly convinced that EFFUSION was the scriptural
mode, and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit which attended and followed the ap=-
pl@cgtion of water to him in that form was a demonstration that he was in.the
path of duty. The day of his baptosm, and especiaily after the solemn service was
over he was in the habit of referring to as one of the happiest periods of his
life,

Reve. David Young, under whose preaching the heart of Mr.Morris was first
thoroughly broken up, who baptized and licensed him and who was chiefly instrumental
ip»his beconming a iethodist itinerant, was among the most distinguished men of his
day. Ee was born in Washington County, Virginia lfarch 9, 177¢ His parents were
plous Presbyterians who early taught their boy the Lord's Prayer, the freed and
the Catechismse At the age of seven he was taken by his parents to a prayer-meeting
where during the first prayer he was so deeply convicted of sin that he wept bit-
terly. iis father was a man of considerabdle wealth and culture and posessed & good
librarye This was Divid's delight; end so well did he aveil himself of its advantaze:

end other privileges of an educational kind that at the age of 21 he was at the head
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of & grammer school in Tennessee. Here, on the 19th of September, 1803, he
was converted undér the instrumentality of the Qethodists. He immediately be=-
can to call sinners to repentance, was licensed to preach, and in the fall of
1805 waé‘received into the “estern Conferencg. In'person MroYoung wes tali,
straight, and well proportioned; in movement, easy, dignified and graceful.
His head was large and covered with a 1uxuriantvgrowth of ﬁolden‘hair which he
wore flowing from his shoulders. His forehegd was broad and high; his eye
ful}, and deep blueg ané when he was aroused, it flashed with the fires of gen-
ius.  His manners were those of a finished rentleman of the oid achool==with
probably é little too much sternness® . Ee was = man Qf great mental vigor, an
acut thinker, and a laborious stwudente As an orator, accordine to the general
testimony of those who knew him in his valmiest days, he had few squals.
In style he was clear, chas#e and loglcel; ocrasionally his appeals were ersnd
and over-whelming. He was 53 years a member of an Annual Conference and six times
a2 member of the (Genersl Conferences IHe died.Novembér 15, 1858, apged seventy-nine
years,

For this eminent minister Mr.llorris entertained the most profound respect
and ardent affection throueh his life. His license to vpreach, signed by Dévid
Youne and sranted at the Quarterly ileeting referred to above, is dated April 2,
1914. From that date he had plenty of opportunities to preache The County Court
had, before he hecame a preacher, appointed him Commissioner focr thet year in fabell
founty. This, in view of his feeble health, he regarded as a very desirable ofe
fices It required him to call -n all citizens of the ¢ 6unty w0, though comparatively
few in number, were scattered along the rivers and smnller'streams’over a wide expanse
of territory. As he passed around among the people in the discharece of his offirial
duties, *taking a 1isﬁ of their taxéble proﬁerty ré regeived, and accepﬁed, many'in-

vitations to preach, The business a:signed to him was completed toward the end of

, - 159



i

\



LY

Summer and it then became s érave end important question how he wruld shave his
future course. After much deliberation and consultation with friends, he concluded
to séttle on a piece of unimproved laﬁd civen him by his father, near the home=
steads Acnordin~ly he addressed himself to the no easy task of buidding a caebin,
kitghen, crib, mest house, &c. This work, after four yeors of exemption from manual
1nﬁnr, taxed his physical strength to the utmost. :But, perseverence was crowied
with sucresse. Early.in the autumn of that yesr he and Abigall took posession of
"Srice Flat Cnttage“, situated on a slight swell over-looking & beautiful piece of
tahle-land, embowered amid forest trees and spice-wood shrﬁbbery. The residence waé
an “unpretending" one; but it was the abode of love, happiness and piety. To

this humble dwelline in the wilderness they invited the linisters of Christ and opened
their door for preachinz: Reve Henry Be. Bascom, whose fame as an orator became after-
“ward so ggeaékand wide-wpread, was that year the nrgacher on Guyandott Circuit, and
preached at the residence of Mre.ilorris, wheré, also, he delivered weekly lectures
to;suqh‘pf the neighbors as cared to avail themselves of the opportunity of hear-
inc Bham. In the course of that year a small Methqdist Society was formed-in

the neighborhood, though most of the people in that ecommunity who had any Church
affinities, were Baptists, |

In the meantime, Mr.lH orris found that the work of "clearing a farm", with-

out help or the means to procure it, was very likely to prove a very tedious upder-
tnk1n9' and _lnally, at the solicitation of many of his neighbors he agreed to

take a school, thinking that he could apply the net proceeds toward the improve=-
ment of his farme The schcol commenced for a period of six months; but at the end
of four months the school house was destroyed by fire and the enterprize was a-
bandoned. This_to the teqnher, was no cause of regret so far as it concerned him
alone; for teaching a school, in thet community at least, he had proved to be
bothfgn up?roduct}ve_andrirksomeAbusiness- -At the clo;eeof-the first yeer in
"Spice Flat Cottage", hesides teaching fonr‘months, énd occupying his leisure |

1
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hours with the ax, maul and erubbing hoe, he had presched and lectured about
one hwdred times, but had mede no great progress in the cultivation of the soile

It was a difficult reglion, too, for successful operotions as a local preacher. The

population was svsrse, the roads very bsd, and the tax of time and money required to
meet thercalls of remote appointments was very heavy. In the Summer of 1815, at
the reauest of his eldest brother, Edmund, HMr.Morris made a tour of explpration
throurh the Southwestern part of Kentucky, for thgir mutual sceomodation, as both
hé@ for some time eﬁtert&ined thoughtslof movine farher West. Edmund settled in
Kentucky the next year gfter this trip, but Thomas still lingered at Spice Flat,
until e very severe attack of chilis and fever that prostrated his wife upon a
sick bed, made hiﬁ mﬂlling_to leave the scene of his:early }ife morried life. We
ﬁinally determined to follow his brother to Kentucky, in the Spring of the ensuing year
and sold out his farming implements and stock so as to be perfectly free to spend
the Winter as might be thought most nrofitable’for himselfvand the Churche About
this time the Rev. John Dew, then on & circult, solicited him to teke emplpyment
‘as his coleagsue fo? three months; which proposition, havine been been submitted
to Rev.Davideoung, Presiding Elder and approved by him, was accevpted. “e entered
upon the work in November 1815,

. There is abundant evidence that from thw hour when Mr.lorris first felt
it to be his duty to preach the fospel, he was stronely impressed thet he ought
to oive himself wholly to the worke From the very first, he was seriously exercised
on thg sublect of entering the itinerancy; and with a view to such a probably contin-
gency, he had studied as closely as his other employments permitted. When at his
daily labor he kgnt his bcoks with him; and if compelled to read a few moments, wowuld
read a paragraph, to be digested more fully while swinging his axe or meuls. His
own consent to tea? away from the world and enter the traveling ranks could Qasiiy
have been‘obtained,'anﬂ some of his Methodist friends recommeﬁded that course. But his
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nearest and best earthly friend[ had a severe struggle hmixx hefore she hecanpe
perfectly reconciled to eo out and face the difficulties,,privations and suffer-
ings inseparable from an itinerant's life in those early dsys. Her hesitancy

was not owing to any want of #zeal in the cause of reiigion, but srew mainly

out of her delicate health; and partly perheps, from the conviction that neither
she nor her husband was adapted, vhysically, or othe?wise, to many of the duties
and pecillarities of the itinefancy. There wes little or no provision then for
‘the support.of‘preacherfs familiés“qn the circuits; - their own means were ex- /
ceedingly 1imited'andeith the prospectAof en increasing family, the outlook from a
wg;}dly ppint rij}ew, was rather dark and forbidding. The opposition, also, of
some of her neares¥ relatives increased the embarassment of the situation. Mrse

Horris did not positively refuse to go into the itinerant ranks; but her feel=-

ings were so agitated by the anticipation of it that her husband deemed it

_prﬁdent to waive the subject and await the indications of Providence; nor Bad

he lons to waibe The Lord brought her by a way she did not know, and led her

in‘a path she had not ~onsidered. During the illness already referred to she
became deeply exercised on éhe subject of her husbapd's traveling and preaching
when no one else, apparantly, was thinking of it. Her own account of the mamer

in whi;h her mind was exercised, 1s somewhat remarkeble. "The Lord said to me", she re
lated, "by his silent but intelligent Bpirit, YLet him ~o! but my hesrt said

'No'. In a moment I was selized with an agony of bodily pain and mental anguish.
For two or three hourse'I felt as if rolling on a bed of thorns, while the blackness
of darkness and despair, comparable only to the torments of Qell, seized upon my
minde The words wéye again applied withvincreasea force, ‘'Let him go', when I
responded instantly, '"With all my heart'; and in a moment all distress of body

and m%nd_were pone, and I felt exquisitely happy." A wonderful change in her
qountenanée wes observeq,by her husbgnd,.to whom, as soon as she was sufficiently
composed, she made the above stafement, adding, "Wow, if y;u feel it your duty to
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travel and preach, you have my full.nonsent} and if you ever locate, no one shall
ever Say that it was at my‘request". .
This was in the Fall of 1815, and she képt her promise faithfully °
- remarkable
to the end of her 1§fe. It was only a few weeks subsequently to thqhincident
Just relatgd_that the proposition was made for Mrollorris to become a colleégue
of Rev. M:.qu. Under all these'circumgtanceé he felt he could not safely refuse.
His itinerapcy wes an experimenf; he felt éoubtful of suéoess, and engaged in
the work for one quarter only, with a view to'satisfy.his own mind whether it
would be safe and proper for him fully to enter the itinerant rankse
| Those_who ¥new him best will most re;dily believe his étateﬁent, record=
ed,inAhis_dairy, that he was far from being sanguine of suceess. Many'thinzé
caused.him to feer a'failure; and, among others, an enfeebled constitution, dif;
ficulty of supporting his family, want of suitable qualificatioﬁs, and, last But‘
not least, a temptation to doﬁbt his Divine eall to the ministry. Hitherto he
had simply done as his brethren directed in all cases where help was needed
andehere hg saw any prospect(of doing goode Thus, he had been made a leader,
an exhorter, and a licentiate, without any solicitation on his own part, and
had lahored whenever and wherever those having rule over him adviseds In ac-
cordance with this rule, wheﬁ his services were cnlled for on the Circuit, he de=~
termined to meke trial for one quarter, at 1egst.
The Winter of 1R15=16 was severe. The cold was often intense, changes
in the weather sudden, and yraveling, bad. Under these circumstances, in a sparse-
ly se-tled neighborhopd the congregations were necessarily smgll, and the young
itirerant would often, no doubt, be sorely teppted. The time, however, passed
swiftly; for he was deeply .interested in his work and felt a growing desire
to make ﬁrthorough trial of his fitness for ite The time for the quarterly
meeting having grrived, ¥r, Mbrris was appointeé by his colleague, Dew, on the
§quect_o£“g recommendation to the Annaal Gonfefenceo "Do you fé;l, brother Morris",
sald Mre.Dew, "like selling yourself‘té the'Church?"w The characteriétic reply
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was "Yes, cheavn." _Afté; the usual examination, the quarterly conference granted
the recommendation; but, as the Ohio Conference would not meet for six months
the Presiding Elder sppmiuckesxidoex . emplsyed him as Assistant on Marietta fir-
cuit with Rev. Marcus Lindsey as his colleagues. On the way to meet these engasements
MrseMorris accompanied him some distence, to visit a friende The weather had sud-

!

denly become extremely cold, and the small streams were beeinning to freeze overe
/0 v T

Crossing these, as they were oblired to do many times, was both difficult and

dangerous, for the ice was not quite strong enough to bear the weight of a

horse. In one of thése crossings, hils own horse became frightened, and un=-

managable, and after vlunging through the ice, struck a bluff bank where in the .

attempt to rise, he fell back, and Mr.Morris and his 1little dauechter, whom he was

carrying in his arms were thrown into the steam, and the horéé escaped. They got to
the bank at last with difficulty, but not until his clothes were frozen stiff.
gﬁs.Morris_took,off'her riding habif and wrapped it around the child to keep it from ge
perishing with cold, while her husband waded into the creek again to recover his
saddle bags. Then considerable time was spent in recovering the-horse; and ﬂhen

that was accomplished they were obliged to travel two miles before reaching shel-

ter or firee This unpleasant episode cosf both the father and child a severe
illness; buﬁ with such experiences the early preachers of Methodism, especially

in the West, became familiar. The work to be done required heroic spirits; and in the
rood Providence of God, the right men was generally found in the right place.

Having partially recovered from his attack of illness, Mr.llorris set off early

in Maréh, 1816 according to instructions to meet ReveDsYoung at the quarterly
meeting in Athens, Ohio, which at that +time was an appointment belonging to .
Marietta Circuit. Just befqre reaching Athens while riding down a muddy hill

his hofse stumbled end fell, and he was precipitated over the horse's head into

the mire. Almost literally covered from head to foot with mud, to say nothing of é
severely bruised ankle,he-was oblired to ride info the town; and to add to his
mprtifica ibn just as he passed the Church the cohgregation was dismissed, and

he was oblirzed to make his firsf»appearance before his parishoners in that unhappy plis

- 20= :
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After vpassing ariund the circuit and securing a boarding placé for his little
family, he returned to Virginia for thems They bade "Goodbye" to Spice Flat

'Cottaze and the friends of their youth to eo among strangers and be homeless ﬁanderers
to the end of their days. At times, he doubted his call to the ministry and

gngéged in the work on this circuit with the determination to test his health,
qualifications and call until the next Conference, and then finnally settle the.'
question of cohtinuinzfin the work. He was very successful and had zood revive

al seasons and was much encourased. Then in September 1816 he was admitted to

the Ohlo Conference on trial for two years; then his doubts were removed.e
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;David Gray - Methe Epise Mine Vol 1 Page 422

< Iy

David Gray,=-~- a native of New-Jersey, born in 1791, He became in early life a
professor of Christianity and a memberof the Methodist Evpiscopal Church.

Some time after this he emigrated to the western country and united himsélf
to the lethodist society in ilaysville. His life and conversation rendered
him an acceptable member, and he was esteemed as a pattern of piety. Here

he received license to exhort, and employed himself usefully until 1819,

when he entered the ministry as a local préacher. In 1820 he commenced
trévelling, and in the autumn of the same yesr he was received as a travel-
liﬁg preacher and avpointed to Frarklin circuite In 1821 he was aprointed

to fuyandotte, and in 1822 adnitted to deacon's orders and reavpointed to
Gﬁyandotte circuit, where he ended his days. Kis labours were acceptable
and useful, He earnestly sought the glory of "od and the salvatiﬁn of souls.
He sustained losses, bore crosses, and endured hardships with great firmness
and resignation. Iie studied much to know how he might be useful'to the peo-
rle, and to ¥now nothing anong them but Christ and him crucified. He was .
fervent, energetic, and animating; énd his plety and zeal 6ften silénced

his o-rosers, and commended him to their consclences in the sight of “od.

He was sometimes in perils, both on the land and in the water, and his ex-
posures: and labeurs served to hasten his dissolution., His disease.was of
enfiammatory kind, against which he bore up for a whrile, unwilling to give

up his labours. 3But such was the nature of this illness, that in December,
1822, he was confined to his bed, where he lingered out his life in great bodily
affliction. During his confinement he experienced the most severe pain, which

attended him =2nd increased upon him for several months. This he endured with

COMTINUED==
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great patience, and found the grace of God in all things sufficient. His
mind was filled with peace, and he often experienced such a flow of divine
grace, that he praised God aloud. He closed his.sufferings and life to-

gether on the 21st of May, 1823, and has gone to his reward. -

By Fo 2. Lambert

April 12, 1823, David Gray made his wille It was witnessed by
William Morris, Benjemin Drown, and Feiguson Booth, He stated that he was
"deeply afflicted‘in body and long confined to a bed of languishihg. YBo=
1iéving thet my dissolution is near at hand do hereby make and seal-this
my last will and testement in the following words and figure.”.He appointed
Stephen Spurleck his executor, and after his just debts were paid, he left
his“books and clothing, razor and its equipages®'to his executor, Stephen

> .

Spurlocke



Thomas Drummond - Meth. Epise. Mine Vol. 2 Page 404

Thomas Drummond was born in Hanchester, England, January 27, 1806,
In 1811 he came to America with his father's family, who settled in th;
wests In the twelfth year of his age he proféssed to find the pardoning
mercy of Gode This blessing he soon lost, through the neglect of duty and
the influence of irreligious companye In 1827 he was again justified. 1In
1829 he was licensed as a local preacher. In 1830 he was admitted én trial
in the Pittsburgh Conference, where he laboured for four years with acceﬁt--
ance and usefulness. In 1834 he was transferred as a volunteer to the Mis-
souri “onference, and aprointed to St. louis station, where he ended his use- .
ful labours. On Sahbath, the 14th of June, 1835,'at eleven o'clock, he
rreached with more then ordinary fervour, though somewhat indisposed. He
intended to rroeach again in the eveniﬁg, but was prevented bv a violent attack
of cholera. All elforts to arrest the disease were in vain, and on Mondéy the
15th, he ciosed his mortal career in triumphe His last wbrds were, "All is wall;
Tell my brethren of the Pittsburgh fonference, I die at my post." As a preacher,

Brother D. was above mediocrity. His literary attainments were very reépectable.



Rev. Tsamc Co Hunter = Methe Min. Vol, 3 Page 349

i

Rev. Isaac (e Hunter, the subiect o? this memoir, was a native of Pen-
nsylvania, born in Bellefonte, Centre county, August 30, 1798, 1In early life
the duties and importance of religion were inculcated on his mind by pious
parents, and he was brought to seek salvation by faith ih his nineteenth
year, which he soon found to his inexpressible joy. Not long éfter he felt
his mind impressed that a dispensation of the gospel was committed to him;
and after a severe ccrflict of mind he consented to devote himself to his
holy and high calling, and was admitted on trial at .the annual conference
held in Cincinnati, August 7, 1819, and appointed to Beaver circuite. After
two years' probation he was approved of by the conference, admitted into full
conneg%ion, and ordained deaéon; and at the end of four years he was ordained
elder; bvoth of which officesvhe filled with dignity and usefulness. He re-
ceived twenty-three appointments to different stations, and for years was a
successful presiding elder, and had the confidence and esteem of the ministry
and membefship with whom he laboured, and to which he belongeds Brother Hunter
was blessed with a strong and vigorous mind, which he did nct fail to cultiyate.
His studies were principally confined to the Bibie, and such books as tend to
the love and knowledge of Rod, and therefore his preaching was not with the
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and power,
that the faith of his Hearers should not stand in the wisdom of men, hut in
the power of Gode He was possessed with great firmness of purposeland courage;
and his integrity was unyieldinge. He was openly honest and manly. He dis-
dained hypocrisy and intrigue, and was a firm and constant friend. His zeal
for the cause of God burned like an even flame, and was exhibited in his un-

tiring and indefatiganle labours as a minister of fChrist Jesus. He endeared

CONTINUED-=
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himself to all committed to his care, by his faithfulness as a pastor, and
thousands will bless God in eternity for the benefits received through his
instrumentality. God honoured him in life with success in his labours, and
with triumph in his death: but he is no more-~for the Lord hath taken hbn;

and hath left the church shrouded in mourning, and his wid&w and orphen chil-
dren bathed in tearse. In May he was seized with a violent cold, which pro-
duced an inflammaticn on his lungs, an@ on the 27th of June términated in death.
Durigg his illness he was patient and happy. Although his afflictions were
great, yet grace sustained him; and when the closing scene was nigh,.,and the
lamp of life was fliclering in its socket, and his weeping friends stocd and
gazed on the dissolution of the earthly house, he beheld a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens. His face was illuminated with a heavenly smilé,
ahd his eyés, even in death, sparkled with joy; and with the triumphant shout
of victory he bid adieu to all below, and now, with all the sanctified, en-

joys an endless reste.



James Quinn - Meth. Mine Vol, 4 Page 281-2°

James Quinn was born in Washington coe., Penn., in 1775, His father,
John Quinn, emigrated from Ireland about 1765, and in a few years was
married to Sarah Henthorn, whose parents were also ﬂrom Irelands They were
careful to instruct thgir children in the principles of morality and religion.
When seven or eight yéars 0ld, his father procured for James a New Testament,
printed in England. Such aﬁ article was at that time difficult to obtain,
and commanded a high price. James valued it as a great treasure, and read it
through so often that he committed much of it to memory.

About 1784 the family removed to Fayette co;,,where they had the privil-
ege of attending the Methodist ministry. In 1786, having become members of
the church, they had their children (four scns and one daughter) dedicated to
God in baptisﬁ. The officiating ministér, the venerable Enoch Matson, closed
the baptismal service with extempore prayer, in which he earnestly pleaded with
God not only for the salvation of all the children, but that some of the sons
might be called to preach the gospel, and be epinently useful in the world.
This'prayer was most certainly answered .

James had very limited opportunities of education; yet hos love of books,

. and thirst for information, laid the foundation for the great amount of know-

e

Jedge which he cbtained through his strength of intellect and application to
study. At the age of seventeen he experienced the washing of: regeneration

and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, and united with the . E. Church,

- After some time he hecame impressed that it was his duty to preach the gospel.

He, however, hesitated long, and seemed indisposed to enter on so holy and im=-
portant a work, until the authorities of the church literally thrust him out

into the work of the ministry.

CONTINUED 2«
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In 1799 he was admitted into the itinerancy. After laboring five years
in the Baltimore Conference, he prudently married; and wﬁs transferred to the
Western Conference in 1804, This was“then properly called a new country, and he
and his family were subjected to many privations; and as there was no provision
made to furnish married preachers with house rent, fuel, or table expenses, at
that time, he determined to locate, and go to wcrk on a farm for the suppgrt
of his rising familye In this relation his convictions of duty, and ordination

vow, harassed him day and night; and after two restless years he resolved to

enter the itinerant field again, and trust in God for the support of his

family, In 1808 the conference gladly:readmitted him, and he was appionted
presiding elder of the Muskingum distriet, where he served four years, and
then four years on Scioto district. He presided on districts twelve years;
was s%ationed in cities, six; on circuits, twenty-two; was agent for the
Preachers' Relief Society, one; supernumerary, one; and sﬁperannuated, foure.
He was also a member of eight sessions of the GeneralAConference. In every
field of labor he served the peorle with great acceptance and usefulness.
Many survive him who were brought to a knowledge of salvation through his
instrumentality, and many more were called to heaven before hime Brother
Quinn's plety was deep and uniform; his faith was strong and unwavéring;
his zeal, not like a trarnsient blaze, was as a steady and continued flame.
His talents as a preacher were universally admired. He was an able minister
of the New Testament, and a theologian of a hirh order. Like Apollos, he
"was michty in the Seriptures.”

Brother Quinh oﬁce had a strong constitution and sound health; hut he
suffered several very severe attacks of sickness, labored hard, and wore out

sooner than some of His cotemporariese

CONTINUED-= 2 \



—

CONTINUED--James Quinn .

He &lways had a péculiar interest and pleasure in attending the annual
sessions of his conférence. His anxiety to be at our last session was great;
and the Icrd granted him the desire of his heart. After his return from
confefence, he went out but little; his health eradually declined, and he
became aware that his end wes nighe On the 22nd of ovember he was attacked
with hemorrhage of the lungs; 2nd he calmly informed his family that he muét
soom ‘éavg them. He felt no dread of death, but patiently waited its approach
for ten dayse It was often with difficulty he could articulate, but he furnishea
the fullest assurance that all was well.

He often repeated the language of the Psalnist: "ﬁy'flesh and my heart
faileths but God is—the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever."
To e friend he said, "I have préached "hrist for more than forty years}"and
after aﬁpause; with all the energy he could sue, he added, "and I have no-
thing to take back." His last words in relation to his state and prospects

were, "Al1l is peace." He died December 1, 1847,
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Beniamnin T Ariffith was born in Cakell county, Ve., Oct; 25, 1804.
Tn the fall of 1823 he emigreted to Ohio, and settled with his parents in‘
Creen co0. He united with the Church in 1830, and some five vears subsequently
reveived license to preach. Soon after this he came to Indiana, and was admitted
on trial as a fraveling preacher, by the Indiana Conference. Here he contin=-
ued to labor effectuelly and faithfully, with the exception of one year, in
which occured on the 30th of August, 1849. His last illness was severe and
sgmewhat protracted, but it was borne with the meekness and pious resicnation
of the true Christian. Thoqgh he desired to live and labor longer in his

Maskter!$ cause, yet willing to leave the event to Hime When his end drew nigh,

‘he made arrangements for the disposition of his temporal affairs, and for his

interment, with all the composure of one ahoﬁt to start on a desirable’ journey.

This done, he closed his eyes in peace, in that sleep which will know no

walkine until the voice of the archangel and the trump of Rod shall be hesard.
Br. Griffith was a preacher cf respectable talents, and was deeély devoted

to his work; his last year of labor was one of peculiar trial; but Rod was with

him in all times of trouble, and he was emphatically brought off more than '

conqueror, "He rests from his labors, and his works do follow him,"

sa
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Revs Joseph S. Xcrris, the sublect of this memoir, was bérn in Western
Virginia, March 20, 1806. The history of his early life, and the period of
his conversion are unknown to us. At the conference held Haréh,'1836, he
was admitted on trial into the travelling connexione. The great success which
crowned his labours during the two years of his probation, secured his admission
into full connexion, and his election to deacon's orders in 1838, “In 1840 he
was ordained elder. Though possessed of moderate preaching abilities, "he was
a man full of faith and the Holy Ghos<t." He accomplished nore by his pastoral
visitations, and by his personal eﬁtreaties with sinners to seek religion, than
by his pulpit efforts. He continued to labour with great zeal and suceess,
until compelled by enfeebled health to take a supernumerary relaticn. In 1848
and 1849 he was a»pcinted to the Baltimore city mission, and perfecrmed the arduous
duties of this field of labour with fidelity and success, visiting the poor and
afflicted in their abodes of peverty end wretchedness, and as an angel of mercy
ministerineg to their temporal and spiritual neceszitiese He hathered into.the
mission schéols the poor children, and applied to the benevolent for the means to
clothe them. Eils severe labours and exvosure brought on -he disease of which he
dieds During the rast vear he reﬁireé from the city to Hereford, Baltinore
county, and fcndly hoped that nis health world be recovered, so as to enahle
him to perform additicnal labour, and to raise and educate his children. But
God ordered otherwise. During the fall he was greatly prostrated by his
disease, and was at length entirely confined to his rcom and bed. He enjoyed
an unshaken confidence in his Saviour, and was filled with the peace of God,
having no doubt or fear 2s to the final issue. DNuring the last three days of

his 1

1o

fe, his mind was unusually clear and strone, his eyes brightened, a
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heavenly smile sat uron his countenance, and he several times repeated his
favourite expressicn, "T am anxicusly waiting to cross over Jordan, to

join the general assembly and Church of the first-born." Tn this happy frame
of mind this faithful servant of God bid =dieu to his sufferings, on the 21st
of January, 1851, at half-past two o'clock, P.ifs Meny said on that occasion,
"Let me die as Joéeph dorris died." He and his deceased wife repose in the

sane grave, near the remains of the Revs. J. Plotner and J. W. Richardsone.
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Jacob Delsy was born in Pennsylvenia, December 17, 1781; and died
at his residence, in Jackson co.,O;, October 18, 1845, When young, his father
tock him to Kentucky; but when the settlements began to form-in the territory

north-west of the river Ohio, he moved to Sippo, in the bounds of Pickaway co.,

“when it was yet a wilderness. Here he was spending a hunter's life, forgetful

of God and his own best interest; but the good Being, who is mindful of 2ll
his creaﬁﬁres, sent his ministers into that wilderness to call sinners to
fhriste In 1804 they got up a little campmeeﬁinf. Young Delay attended the
meeting, ecave heed to the word preached, and in the light of it saw himself
a helpless, unlone sinner.

While the Rev. James Quinn was encaged in preaching Jesus, from
Romansi, 15, "As much és in me is, I am ready to preach tﬁé cospel to you,"
the Giver of the gospel was in the word preached with power to save, and brother
Delay was enabled by that living faith that is of the operatiopﬂofithe Holy
Ghost té apply to his own heart the bénefits of ﬁhe atonements Now he be-
came a member of the li. E. Church, and.a bright and murning light in the World.
In a short time the church gave him 1igense as a local preachers In this
relation he labored with zeal and great success for many years. When he hed
placed his family iﬁ a condition <o be supplied, he gave himself up wholly to
the work of the ministryes In 1824 he was admitted on trial in the conference,
and appointed to Salt Creek circuit; in 1825, to Deer Creek circuit; 1826,
Pickaway circuit; 1827, Letart Falls; 1828, Gallipolis; 1829, Salt Creek;
18%0, Zanesville cirevit; 1831, Chillicohe circuit; 1832, Bainbridge; 1833,
Pickavway; 1834, was made supernumerary; 1835, was made effective, and appointed
to Kanawha district; 1836, Gallipolis ci;cuit§ 1837, French Grant circuit;_ |

1838, Logan circuit; 1839, he was superannuated; in 1840 he was applonted to

 Gallipolis cireuits

CONTINUED
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1841, Chester circuit; 1842, Jackson circuit; 1843, Athens circuif; 1844, he was
made supernumerary; and in 1845, aprointed to Logan circuite In the latter part
of his life by affliction he failed to fill a few of those appointments, but while
blessed with health he never disappointed the just expectations of his circuit or
congregations; for he was a back-woodsman, and seldom met with obstacles so
‘great with which he could not successfully grapple, and find present means to
overcome theme He lived long, preyed much for erace to keep him in life and
support him in death, and in this he was not disapoointed, for God helped him to
live a‘holy life, and to die a happy deaths

Then his last sickness fell upon him, he was on his cirecuit at work. Meet-
ing his colleague, he said, "I am sonvenced my work is done as an itinerant preacher,
yet my heart is as much in the wor% as it ever was, end there are no men undér
heaven that I lov9 as I love the preachers of the dhio Conference; and whether I
live long, or die sooﬁ, I éxpect to meet them in heaven."

He returned hcme, arnd suffered much for ten days; but he let patience have its
perfect wark, and often said, "0 how precious is the Saviour! There is not a
cloud between him and me." In death he left htis testimony: "The religion which
I have preached to others more than forty years‘supports me in this trying hcur."
Thus died our old companion in tribulation, with whom we have often wept and
rejoiced. His hoges and fears were like those of our own; but he rests frem his
labors, and we hope to meet him in our Father's houses

Jacob Delay was an every-day Christian, a safe friend, “ut an unccmpromising
enemy to sin. He loved the inst’tutions and doctrines of the church, and in him
they had a strong advocate. He read understandingly all - our standard works, and
many other books; but the Bible was the man of his counsel 5y day and by night.
In thi§ way he became a sound Bible preacher, who spake to men to edifiestion, to
exhortation, and to comfort; and in the great day mény souls will be as stars in

\

his crown.of refoicinge
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Preachers on Guyandotte Circuit

1803 Ase Shimm

1804 . Williem Pattison

1805 ’ ‘Abraham Anos |

1506 John Clingan

1807 : Frederick Hood

1808 John Holmes

1809 Joseph Bennett

1810 Jacobh Turman

1811 / Samuel West

1812 | .Sam"el Brown

1813 | John Cord

1814 Henry Be. Bascom

1855 - John Dew - ‘

1816 Stephen Spurlock

1817 Samuel Demint

1818 Burwell Spurlock

1819 " 8

1820 | | David Dyke # Joseeh Browder

1821 Frencis Wilson ° David Gray

1822 - Burwell Spurlock & David Gray
. 1823 Laban Hughey & Green Malone

1824 Wme. He Collins

1825 John Stewart

1826 John W Gilbert

1827 : John We Gilbert.

1828 Isaae €, Hunter

1829 Prilip Strawther
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1830
1831

1832

1833

1834
1835
1836

1837

1829

11840

1841

.1842

1843
1844
1845
1846
1847
1848
1849

1850

reachers on Guyandotte circuit

Philip Strawther
Ebenezer T. Webster
Ebenezer T. VWebster * D. Reed
A, Miller & Benj. Jefferson
L. Po Miller*> C. Ro Baidwin
Jo We Flinley .
Francils A. Timmons & James Parcels

Richard Doughty

David Kemper & William T. Melcalf

Alfred Hance & Jonseph Barringer
Ai”reﬂ.Hance & James Ho Mefutchen
Thomas Gorsucle & Richard Arters
Micah G, Persinger & Thomas Coleman
Wne Te Hand

Samuel Bfown & Geo. West
Harrison Z. Adams

William J. Fee

He Zo Adams

James J. NDolliver

James Jo Dolliver

Will iam Wilson

& r
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FRESIDING ELDERS Guyandotte Gircuit

1803~William Burke

1804,-- " 1"
1805

1806~ John Sale
1807_ n 1"
1808~ Jemes Quim
1809- " ".
1810 " .
1811 " n
1812~ David Young
1813- " "
1814: " "
1815~ Jacob Young

1816- Samuel Parker

1817 " "

1818~ Alex Curmins
1819- " "
1820~ John Brown
1821 " "
1822 " . n
1823 " n
1824 n "

1825- Zachariah Connell

1826 " "
1827 " .
1828 n 1t
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1829-
1830~
1831
1832

1833-

1834

1835~
1836~
1837~
1838
1829
1840;
1841-
1842
1843~
1844
1845~
1846
1847
1848-
1849

1850~

PRESIDING ELDERS

I. Co Eunter

Robert 0. Spencer
wo 1"t

Jacob Delay

William Young

Elijah H. Field

] n

I. e Hunter

Samuel Hamilton

1w fn

John Stewart

1" n

David Reed

Harrison Z. Adams

" 1"

Gideon lartin

Guyandotte Circuit
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Rev; John Dew - Meth. Epis. Min. Vol. 3 Page 149 (Illinois "onference)

The Rev. John Dew, the subject of the following memoir, was born on the
19fhhday of July, 1789, in the state of Virginia, In early life he embraced
religion, and attached himself to the l{ethodist Episcopal Church; of which
church he remained a consistent ﬁember through 1ife; Feeline it to be his duty
to preach to unsearchable riches of Christ, he was received on trial in-the Ohio
conferenée, and, as avvears from the Minutes, was stationed as fo! lows:-1813,

Salt River circuit; 1814, Jefferson circuit; 1815, iadison; 1816, Guyandotte
circuits He then located; and in 1824 was rgadmitted into the travelling connection,
in “he Missouri conference, and appcinted as follows:-1824, Tllincis circuit;

1825, the same; 1826, ilissouril district; 1827, St. Louis station; 1828, conference
ﬁissiohary; 1829, falensa mission; 1830, Lebanon circuit; 1831, Shoal Creek circuit;
1832, Lenanon circuit; 1833, Kaskaskia circuit; 1834, the same; 1835, he located;
1836, he remsined local; 1837, readmitted, and aprointed vresident of M'Kendree
folledge; 1838, Lebanon district; 1839, the same; 1840, the same. As a minister
Abrother Dew wes able‘and useful; as a circuit preacher, stationed minister, and
presiding elder, his services will be long rememh»ered by those who enjoyed the
~en=fits of his ministry; as =2 man he was hcnest; as a ~itizen he was public
spiriseds in the domestic circle he was kind and affectionete; as a rhristian

his walk and conversaticn recc-mended the religion of the meek and lowly Redeemer.

After an illness of ahout twe weeks, brother Dew, on “re 5th of September,
1840, relying c-nfidently upcn “he gondness and mercy ~f God for his salvatirn,
departed this life. An aniahle wife 2nd seven children, the Illincis conference,
and on estensive circle of friends lament his death; yet they "sorrow not as those
who have ne hope." The resurrecticn cheers them in the hcur of slorm. ™MBlessed’

are the dead who die in the Lord."
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Samuel Parker - ileth, Epise iline. Vole 1 Paaé 258

Samuel TFarker, - a native of the state of New-Jersey, and born about the

 year 1774. His parents were pious and respectable. He was put to a trade young, .

and became a proficient in his businesse. At the age of fourteen he was awakened

under the vreaching cof the gospel; and soon after, forsakine the scénes cof gay

and fashi~nable dissipation, in which, owing %o the suavity of his manners, the

rentleness of his dispositicn, and his un~omonly fine voice in singine, he was

e great favorite, he attached himself to the Methodist societh, then very gen-

erally held in contempt by the world. He became eminent for his devotion to
God, and to the cause cf pieth.  He continued to occupy a private station in the
church for twelve.years; not, héwever,'without heing often wafned that a dispen-
sation of the go;pel was committed to him, and that he must expect the divine

displeasure if he persisted in burying the talent Iintrusted to him for improve-

ment. But such wes his unaffested medesty, that it was long ere he -2ould be vre-

" vailed upon to take upon himself the oharacter of an ambassador for Christ.

' At length, in the’year 1800, he recelved license as a local preacher in the
Methodist Eriscopal Chnrch: and continued to sustain tha® relati-~n with usefulness

ti?l the Conférence of 1805, when, giving himself up to the work of the ministry,

- he abcame a travelling preacher. He was that year appointed to the Hinkstone

circuit; 1806, ilieml circult. At the Conference for 1809 he greduated to elder's
orders, havinz strod his probation and used the office of a deacon well, and was,

the same year, aprointed to preside in the Indiara “istrict, at that time one of

the most difficult and impertant stations in the Cocnference. Here he continued'

four years; and so =ightily grew the word of fod and rrevailed, that it was found nec-
essary to divide the district, and call more labourers te cultivate the extensive

field that had been opened under his superintendences

CONTINUED-=
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Thus abundantly did he justify the confidencerreposed in him by the superintendents.
In 1813 he rode the Deer Creek circuit, and was blessed in his lahours and hon-
oured by those to whom he ministered; 1814, he was appoiﬁted presiding elder in

+the Miami Adistrict; 1815, presiding elder in the Kentucky district, where he con-
tinved foﬁr yeers, blessing and being blessed in all his intercourse with mankind.
During his presidency on this di;trigt he w=s married to Oletha Tilton, who en=
joyed his society long enough to be sensible that there is no affliction incident
to suffering himanity o exquisite as the loss of a companion who united all *he

endearing qualities which nature and grace can combine in the character of a hisband.

A situation of the greatest importance in the ississirpi Ceonference required

to be ?fovided fors The surerintendent felt the utmost solicitude on.the subject.

He saw in brother Parker whatever he wished in the p=rson to be selected; hut

there were great difficulties to be surm&uhted, and great rrivations to be endured.
His héalth was very delicate; his wife must be torn from her friends and a com=
fortable heme to ﬁnndér among strangers; the distance was great, ard thé country
very unfavourable to health. Yet, when the bishop intimated th;'demapds which the
cﬁurch had to make upon his labours and sufferings, he was réady, in the true
spirit of St. Paul, to say, "Icount not my life dear unto me; thet I may finish

my course with joy, and the ministry which I have rece ved--I will go." He ac-
cordingly went. But, alas! the sanruine hopes cf GChe bishop, and of those in

\

Tississippil whe know him, were rendered abcrtive by the state of his health,

Nearly the only advantece resulting from his emigration to that country was the

lesson his example afforded, on the spirit and reace in which a Christian can suffer-
and die, He was in very ill health when he arrived at his place of destinaticn,

and continued gradually %tec decline t1ll some time in November, when his disease.

‘assimed so malhgnant a character as to excite fearful aporehensions in his friends

! ’

CONTINUED-~ -
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that they were soon to be deprived of hime At the time when the Conference
met he was ccnsidered slightly mended, and hopes were entertained by some that
he would scon recover; but others better acquainted with the disease and the

influence of t»at climate, considered his case to be hopeless. Soon after

~ the rising of the Conference his disorder returned with more violence than

ever, In all these changes this servant of the Lord was able to say, without
a repining sigh, "Father, not mine, but Thy will be donel" Thus he lived, and
thus he suffered many tedious months of severe affliction in a land of strangers;

and thus, on the 20th of December, 1819, he breathed out his happy spirit into

. the hands of that Savicur =nd Friend whom he had so long and so faithfully

servede.

ﬁe left.a wife and a son in the care of Him who has said, "Leave thy féther-
less children, and let thy widow .trust in Me;" and God was faithful to the
trust reposed in him by his servant. The son, an infant, he speedily snatched
away from & world in which the tears of the orphan are too often disregarded;
and to the widow he rsised up many friends, who were ready and willing at all
times to administer to her relief and conforte.

His funéral sermon was preached on the Sunday after his death, at Washing-

ton, Mississippi, to a large and melting conpregaticn, on Rev. xiv, 13, by

William Winans, a young man whom he had contridbuted to bring inte the ministry,

and to fester, in the infancy of his lahurs, with the tenderrness cf a parent.
Of his character, nothing so proper, perhaps, in a very unusual degree,

the description of charity so inimitably drawn out in the thirteenth chapter

of 1 Corinthisnse. The loss sustained by his family is unspeakable great; that

of the church much greater.

CONTINUED=-=-
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~

We can be no otherwise satisfied under this dispensation ~f Providence than

by reflecting that it is of Him bereaved his church of this highlt valuable
minister has the means in his‘hands of abundantly supplying his lack of service.
May he send down a double portion of the Spirit which rested con this our
Elijeh upon many that he shall call to cultivate the vineyard, from which he

has taken his servant to his eternal rest.



Alexender Cummins - Meth. Epis. Mine. Vol. 1 Page 474 ( Ohio Conference )

Alexander Cummins. He was born in Albemarle county, Virginia, September
3, 1787, After varlous struggles with the carnal mind, in the twentieth year
of his age he embraced religion, and united himself to the fethodist Episcopal

fhurche In the year 1809 he was admitted to the travelling ministry in the

Western Conference. After labouring faithfully in :this arduous work for five

years, liis health became so impaired that he was then returned as a supernum-
erarys The next year, hcwever, he resumed his labours, and continued them until
ﬁhe year 1823, when he became superannuated. Freom this time his health gradually
declined, untii he peacefully sunk into the arms of death, September 27ﬁh, 1823,
in the thirty-seventh year of his age.

His mind was strong, and much improved. He exerted all his strength,
physical and moral, in his Master's work; was eminently useful in life, and
died lamented by a numerocus circle of acquaintances, who valued him highly for

his works' sakes.
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 "Phe Rev. Jacob Youne, DeDe, was born in Aleghany couhty, Pennsylvenia, on
the 19th day of March, 1776, His father was of the Church of England, and
his mother of the Presbyterian Church,-th&ugh both were strangers to the con-
verting.power of God until brought in after days to the feet of the Saviour
through the lgbofs of their own son. AIﬁ has been often said, that the circum-
stances under which a man is born and reared have much to do in the formation
of his future character, and fhat one coming into life:amid great and stirring
scenes, the offspring of parents deeply interested in the grest questions 6f himan
life and human liberty, would more probably be marked in his mental character
With,the‘influences of those struggles, and stamped through 1ife with the spirit
of the age. The subject of our memcir was' ushered into life'amid the struggles of
a mation fer the boon cf freedom, and *he parents who rejciced in the birth of
a son were permitted in four months more to refoice in the birth of a nation
by tﬂ; Declaration of fndépendence. The first years.of the life of our brother
were passed amid the wildest scénes of frcntier peril, and the ohlects of early
famiiiarity were sites of renowned conflict and the vort-hecles of his father's
cabine The high hopes of his parents, based upon his physical and mental acti-
éity, and his uncommen natural coﬁrage, were suddenly\overcast by malipgnant
disease, followed b;" confirmed asthma, which lasted until his fifteenth year;
but his active ~ind s-ruggled through the disabilities of bodily a'fliction, and,
under the care of an affecticnate mother, he grappled in chiidhood with -any
of those great thoughts vhich afterward swelled his mature and manly heart,
The simple grandeur of the New Testament made its i~press upon his heart,; and

love kindled for the Saviour as he read the history and des‘gn of his sufferines,

CONTINUED=-=-
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Hé looked by faith, and heard the Saviour says 'Be of zéod cémfrrt, thy sins

are all forgiven.' For a while he was joyful and happy, but improper associat-
ion stole the treasure f;om his heart. His health having recovered, and his
father removing to the State of Kentucky, he for a whole divided his time be-
tween the hard labor to which duty and honor boupd him for the maintenance of
his family, and the wild sports of thoughtless frontier men. While thus engaged,
he Becaﬁe alarmed at the extent of his own wickedness, and resolved to seek
again the path of live. After a severe struggle with the old doctrines of the
Westminster Confession of Faith, he turned to the w-rd of God alone. Under
bitter anguish of épirit, and against the wishes of his friends, he a%tended

the preaching of the -word by the Methoaist ministry, anrd was guided through

his dark ard “ainfui struggle into the reace of God which passeth all understand-
ing. His conversicn was as strongly marked as his agony had been deep and un-

utterable. He united soon with the ilethedist Episcopal Church, but felt all the

power of the tempter, and learned painful and bitter lessons, which were of

service to thousands in after days. Holy men in the Church began to voint to

his future path, and the prayer of faith o“fered by mehy claimed gospel quali-

fication from the Holy Spirit for the future minister of Christ. He felt within
him an irrespressible :hirst for knowledge, and seized with avidity thé means of
inprovement. The fire of the lLord w=s shut up within his soul, and, under an
impressicrn which he dared not farther resist, at the close of a day of fasting
and‘prayer, and w thout formal authority from the Church, he preached his first
sermon, saw 2 conrregation bathed in tears, and felt in his own spirit *the
anointing from the~Holy One. In Sevntember, 1801, he was licensed =2s = local
preacher, and on the 17th of Fehbruary, 1802, under the direction of that great

master-spirit, William fcKendree, he was thrust out into the active work of the

CONTINUED==
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ministry, to fill the place of Gabriel Woodfield, on a large frontier circuit.

As an ably written 1life of this distinguished man of Ged, with the facts fur-
nished by himself, and revised by Dre. E. Thomson and D. W. Clark, is already
~before the Christian public, embracing fifty-five years; connection with the
itinerant ministry, and affording a rich feast to his personal friends, and

the friends of true piety and self-developed greatness, wé forbear to refer to the
especial fields.of his lab?r, or dwell upon the success which attended the work
of this faithful mane Tt seems to us almost a_useless attempt, even to bear

a truthful and sincere testimony to his rare abilities, ripe Christianity, end
 unwearied lahors, for the name of Jacob Young, bringing with it an associaticn

of excellences, is burned in imperishahle characters, and over so'wide a ter-
ritory, that‘the kindling of our feeble lampwould be obscured by the alreédy
over-burning 1igh£ in the mind and memory of his numerous friends. Permit us to
 say, that as helpef on the circuit, in chafge‘of the worl, presiding over im-
pcrtanf Districts, {n the great councils ~f the Church, he was ever marked as one
chosen of Ged, and the heart of ﬂté Churcg ever thfilled with eratitude at the
ghought that God had favcred her with his laber and his counsel. We would

speak more particularly of that portion of his life from the ~lose of hisvbio-
zravhy to his happy'departure from time. He had fully taught his junior brethren
the great 1eséon, how to battle with all the difficulties which can surround the
_days of manhood, and which callforth the strength of maturity. It was his %o
teach us another lesson: how to be truly creat, and exhibit the ripe fruits of
Christian experience, and fresh treasures of active o0ld are, amid the shades
which often surround the decline of life, and the felt decay of once vigorous

and glant power. He was then great in the beautiful symmetry of his Christian

character, his sweet submission to the will of God, his deep interest in 2ll

CONTINUED==-
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the improvgments of the Church, and the more than martial fire he infused into
the hearts of his junior brethren. His voice fell on the ear of the junior as
that of an oracle, and the full expression of his countenance kindled battle
within the depth of their soul. He had long enjoyéd the blessing of perfect
love, and in his last days'that light was cle;r, and that power was full. One
vear aro, during the sitting of our flonference in the city of folumbus, he made '
his last public address in the college campus, at the Ohio Wesleyan University.
His survéy of early strugele ard early privation was full of interest; his re-
hearsal of desires long pent up within the laboring mind, finding vent, and real-
izing full satisfaction in the noble provision which there met the eye for the
cultivation of the youthful mind of the Church and of the cormunity, was a rich
feast to the ?ast concourse which hung upon his lips. In the love-feast on the
next morning, he delivered his lest testimony, like ifoses about to be gathered
to his fathers, while his countenance beamed with the frflection of heaven. In
the home—liké sick-room, in *he house of our Brother Towler, in the city of
Colﬁmbus, he‘still spole such lessons as only fall from the lips Ar the great
and the good; and when removed to the house of his oldest son, surrounded by the
loved members of his own family, and a few friends whom strong attraction had
drown to the place, being ready for his departure, on the 16th of September,
1858, he breatred his ™lessings upon those around him, 2udibly pronounced the
words, 'Swret heaven! sweet heaven!' and then passea upward at the call of his
faster. On the following Sabbath, the Rev. Joseph Casver preached an appropriate
funeral discourse in Town=-street Chapel, in the city of Columbus, which fell like
a message from eternity upon the hearts of a vast and weeping audience. Devout
men bore his remeains ko hisbburial, and his body sleeps in the calm quiet of
éreeﬁlawn Cemetery. The sigh of the Church responds that a 'prince and a great

man has fallen in Israel.'"
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John Sale, who alsc accompanied Ir. 3urke to Kentucky-this year, was
born in the State of Virginia, on the 24th of April, 1769, When about
twenty years of age, he was awakened and conwerted to (od.

in 176, he was 1ic¢nsed to preach, and entered the itinerant field.

From the Conference of 1796, he was appointed to the Swahino fircuit, lying
in the sparsely populated settlemepts of Virginia. His second circuit was the

Bertie, and the following year he traveled on the Mattamuskeep Circuit--both

- in North Carolina; and in 1799, he is placed in charge of the Holston and Russell

Circuit, in\Virginia.

Iﬁ the spring of 1800, he enters upon his work in Kentucky, in.charge of the
Salt River and Shelby Girouit,.to which he was appecinted at the Conference held
in October. |

At the Conference of 1801, he was placed on tﬁe Danville Circuit, where he
rémained until the Conference bf 1802 c:"" . |

At the close of his lahors on the Danville Circuit, he was sent %to the
Morth=western Territory, and stationed on the Séioto Circuit, and the following
year-on the Tiamis

In 1804, he vms retvrned to Kentucky, and appointed to the Lexington
Cirevit, From 12805 to 1808--three years--we fipd him on the Ohio Disérict, and
in charge of %the Miani District in 1608 and in 180¢%,

The following Tour years, he presides over the Kentucky Distriet, having
assoc‘ated with him such men as Charles Holidav, Henry licDaniel, John Johnson,
darcus lindsey, Thomés De Porter, Jonathan Stamper, William leMahon, and
Benjamin Lakin--whose names are a tower of strength, and around whbse labors

gather so many pleasant memories, as will more fully appear in our next volume.

CONTINUED=-~-
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At the Tonference of 1814, we find him again on the Miami District, on
which he remains two years. Tnable to perform thellabors of a-District, at
the Conference of 1816 he was appointed to the ™ion Circuit, and the following
year to the Mad River--ﬁoth in Ohio. S

In 1818, he again has charge ot the }M,ami Districte Worn down by the ex-
cessive labors he had performed, through twenty years of incessant toil, on
fieldslremarkable for the vastness of the territory over which they srread,
in 1820 he was compelled to ask for a superannuated relation to the Conference.
In this relation he served the Church, -s his health would permit, until 1824,
when he was again placed on the effective roll, énd appointed to the Wilming~-
toﬁ Circuit.A 7 |

In 1825, he traveled the‘Union, and in 1826, the Piqua Ciréuit, where he
closed his useful and laborious life.

The Hone. John McLean;vof Ohio, says, in reference to him:

"He was a man of fine presence, of eredt and manly form, and of great personal
dignity. Be was naturally of a social turn, and had excellent powers of con-
versation, though nothing ever fell from his 11?3 that even appreached to levity,
He always conversed on subjects of interest and utility, and very freaquently
on matters connected with his ministerial labors. I was always struck with the
excellent judgment and accurate discrimination which he evinced in his scecial
interccourse. )

"His mind could not be said to be brilliant, and yet he sometimes produced
a very powerful effect by his preaching. His distinct enunciaticn, earnest mamners,
and appropriate and will-digested thoughts, always secured to him the attention

of his audience; but I have sometimes heard him when, rising with the dignity

and in the fullness of his subject, he seemed to me one of the noblest personi--

fications of the eloquence of the pulpit. His words were never hrrried--

CONTINUED-=
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they were always uttered calmly and deliberately. Without the least tendency to

extravagance or undue_excitement, there was still a luster in hié eye, and a
general lighting up of his features, that revealed the wrrkings of the spirit
withine In some of his mhre'felicitous‘efforts, I think I have heard him with
as much interest as I have heard any other man; and I never heard him without
being deeply impressed with the vonvietion that, among all the men known to me
at that eﬁrly pefiod, I should have selected him as the man to fill up, under
all circumstances, the measure of his duty.

"ire. Sale's life was an eminently useful one, and he adorned every relation
that he sustained, and every sphere that he occupieds Whether as preacher or
pastor, as minister in charge or Presiding Elder, he was always intent upon the
faithful discharge of his duty, and.always approved himself to those esmong whom he
ministered as 'a workman that neédeth not to be ashemed.! His character was so
ﬁure that every one -felt that it was formed by a close confermity to the Divine
Model. His mission on earth was emphatically a mission of benevolence to the world
which his Master came to save; and when that ~ission was accomplished, he finishéd

his course with joy."
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Abraham Amos, who entered the Conference in 1803, was aépointed that
year to Natchez, with lloses Floyd, Hezekiah Harriman, and Toblas Gibson. 1In
1804, he was sent to the ifiami and lMfad River Circuit, and in 1805, to the
Guyandotte, in Ohio. He appears for the first time, in 1806, in Keﬁtucky,
and is placed on the Licking fircuit, and the following year on the Living-~

ston. Eis next appointment is to the HMissouri Circuit, and in 1809, he is

" appointed to the' Illinois. At the Conference of 1810, he locéted.



)

Redford~History
of

Methodism in Kentucky
JAGOB TURMAN - Vol. 1 Page 473

Jacob Turman spenﬁ the first two years of his itinerant ministry in

Kentucky, on the Limestone and Hartford Circuits. In 1809, he was appoint-

ed to the Roaring River, in'}8103 to the Guyandotte, and in 1811, to the
St. Vincennes Circuit. In 1812, he was returned to Kentucky, and placed in

charge of the Christian Cifcuit, then in the Wabash District, in the Tennessee

Conference. At the Conference of 1813, he located.
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The ministry of Samuel West was confined almost entirely‘to the State of
Ohios His appointment for this year was to the Shelby Circuit, the on1y~fiéld
occupied by him in Kentucky. He located in 1824, and still loveS»noF/fér from
Cincinnate, at the advanced age of eighty years, in the enjoyment of gcod

health., In the early days of his ministry he was an acceptable and useful

preacher, and in the zenith of his strength was a minister of superior talentse
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 John Dew was born in the State of Virginia, on the 18th of July, 1789.
He embraced religion and joined the Church in early life. Tn the twenty-
third year of his>age he entered the Gonference. He spent the first three yea;s
in Kentucky in traveling the Salt River, Jefferson, and iladison Circuits, when
he was removed to éhe Guyandotte Circuit, in Virginia, and the subsequent year
to the Holston Circuite He located in 1817, but in 1823, he was readmitted in
the {issouri “onference, in which he continued to travel until 1827, when he
was transferred to the Illinois ﬂonferencé, in which he continued until 1834, when

he locateds He remained in the loecal ranks until the Conference of 1836, when

- he was again readmitted, and appointed President of JcKendree "ollese. At the

ensuing Conferen§e, we fiﬁd him on the Carlisle bistrict, and the following two
years on the Lebanon Distriet, which was the last appointmemt he filled.
On the 4th of Séptember;.1840, ten da&s Eefore'the Tllinois fonference
(eof which he wasla member) asseabled, he closed his pilgrimage. His illness
was brief? but his death was peaceful. As a minister, he "ias able and use-
ful; as a man, he w;s honest; as a citizen, he was publis-sririted; in the domestic4_

cirele, he was kind and affectionate; as a Christian, “is walk and conversation

recormended the religion of the meek and lowly Redeemer.".

l;gii_names of John Collins, Daniel Fraley, John Cord; and Wil
Md:;hén, though they had previously »edcme em’ nent preacﬁers, arpapr for the
fifst time this year in Kentuckye.

John Collins was a~pointed this year to the Limestone Circuit, the only
éharoe he ever filled in Kentucky. He was born in floucester country, New
Jérsey, on the lst of November, 1768. "In 1794, he was awskened by a severe
afflictiqn, which brought hhn'apbarently to the vergé of the grave," and was_’;7

CONTINUED-~ , , ;
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Wle referred %o Da;id Young in our former volume. For more than fifty

yvears his name w-s familiar to the Church, as a faithful ard useful minister
of Jesus Christ. He eﬁtered the ranks as an itinerant in Kentucky, wheré he
lspent the first two years, after which, with the exception ofone ¥ear on the
Nashville Circuit, his ministerial labotrs, prétracted through so many years,
were bestowed on the'people of Ohios Such a man as David Young Belongs not to
ény one Conference, but to the entire Church.

"He was among the “istinguished men who were commissioned by God to the
great work of planting Hethodiém dn the §outh—west. He early took and nobly
sustained a consnicuous position. He came down to us from ancother generation,

-outlived most of his fellows, and leaving behind him no journal of his life, little
can now be gath?red of his early histofy. According to the Rev. James B. Finley,
he was 5orn in Bedford county, Virginié, March ¥, 1779; but, aécording to Bishop;
Morris, in Washington county, Virginia, March 9, 1779

"ir. Young's varents were pious Presbyterians, who early taught their bey

the Lord's Frayer, the Creed, and the Longer and Shorter Catechisms. In a 1ettér
to Mr. Finley he says: 'A-ong the eafliest recollections of my life, the thoughts
of invisible beings and agencies were the rost commen and iﬁpcrtant. The beings
called God and Devil, the places called Heaven and Hell, the things called Death,

Judgment, and Eternity, were the subjects of my childish meditatiéqs theousands of
times before I was five years old.' At the age'of seven, he was taken by his
narents to a prayermeeting, where, during the first prayer, he was so deeply
convicted to sin that he wept bitterly. Mr. Young's father was a wealthy fammer,

and possessed, lor the times, a large and valuable library.

CONTINUED=--
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This was David's delight, and so entirely engrossed him, that his father,

coming suddenly upon him as he sat reading in the fiéld, said, sharplys

'David, you plow tro little and read too muche' So will had he cultivated his
mind, that, at the age of twenty-one, we find him at the head of a Grammar-

school in ‘Tennessees Attending a quarterly meeti#g, his convictions became s;
pungent that he cried aloud for mercye. For tweﬁty-seven days he continued to
agenize in prayer, but found no feli&f. In this state of mind, verging on
despair,.ﬁe attended a protracted meeting, and, on the 19th of September, 1803,

he was enabled by faith to cast himself wholly on the merits of Jesus, and realize
redemption through his most precious bloode of the genuineness of his conver-

sdbh . he retained & blessed assurance down to his last hour. With his conver-

sion ceme the séttled conviction that he was called of God to ﬁhe‘wcrk of the
Christian ministry. Nor did he hesitate; for soon we find him, in compény
with James Ruckle, appointing meetings for prayer and exhortations God owned
their lebors, and one hundred and fifty that year were converted. Nor did these
convictions stogrwith himseif, for in the midst of his labors he receivéd the
following document:

"1Tn Lavid Young:-=You think it your duty to eall sinners to repentance,
Make full vrcof hereof, and we shall refoice to receive you as a fellow-

laborer. LEWIS GARRETT.
"Sevt. 7, 12056."

"This, be it remembered, was his admission into ful) nenbership into the
Church,\his license ot exhort, his license to preach, and his only recommendation
to the traveling connecticne In the fall of fhis year, he was recelved into the
Western Cbnferenqe, and anpointed to Salt River Circuit, but was soon changed
by thé Elder, and put in charge on Wayne. In 1806, he traveled Livingston Cir-

N
cuit. At the close of this year, he was elected and ordained deacone.

\
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In 1807, e was arpointed to Nachville, Tenn.; in 1808, to White Oak, Ohio.
At the close of this year, he was ordained elder by Bishop McKendree. In 1809,

he was appointed to Merrimack Circuit; in 1810, 1811, to Marieﬁtg; in 1812, he

was appointed Presiding Elder of Muskingum District, where he remeined three years;

in 1815, 1816, to Ohio District. Durine the year 1816, he united in marriage

‘with NMrs. Sarah MeIntyre, in whom, to use his own language to the writer, on the

day of her durial, 'he found an adviser, a comforter, a helper in the work cf God

and in the way to hesven.' TFrom 1817 to 1821, he sustalned a superannuated relation;

in 1822, that of a surernumerary; in 1823, 1824, he was Conference Hissionéry; in

1825, he was ap-ointed to Zanesville Station; in 1826, to lLancaster District,

- where he remained four years. From 1830 till 1833, he was superannuated. 1In

1824, he traveled Cambridge Circuit. In 1835, he was appointea to Zanesville
Dist~iot; where he rem2ined four &ears. In 1839, he was'superannuated; and sus=-
tained %%is relatirn ti”1 the close of his-life.,

"In person, Mr. Youne was tall, straight, and well oroportioned; in move-
ment, easy, dignified, and rraceful. His head was large, and covered with a
luxuriant suit of golden hair, which he uniformly wore flowing from his shoulders.
His forehead »ms broad and high; his eyve full, aﬁd deep blue, which, when he
was excited, flashed and sparkled with the fires of geniuse Tc all of which
~2y he added, he had a stern and manly countenance. Eis manners were those of
a finished Scuthern gentleman of the old scheole lir. Young was a man of sreat
mental vigor. He had a mind large enocugh to grasr what was great and sirong in
his themes; acute and logical enough to trace and comprehend their mrst minute
bearings, and classical encugh to discover apd present all that was beautiful
in them. Hence, as a‘critic and reviewer, he had few equals. He was a constant

readsr, pssessed a tenaclous memory, had fine conversaticnal powers--hence, up to

CONTINUED--
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the last, cn all topies, whether political, scientifie, or ecclesiastical, he

"conversed freely, and was ever interesting and instructive. ilr. Young wes al-

wﬁys himse)f: he had a mental and morel identity, ahd could no more be ancther

in character, opinion, or action, than:in form and feature. Hence, by-some, he
was regarded as eccentric, which, when put into plain English, means Mr. Young
had the courage, upon all subjectsrand at all times; to think, speak, end act for
hinself. Fe copied no man in tone, gesture, or action. He follewed in the wake
of no man's opinions blindly. Wheh he settled an opinion, it wﬁs’fntelligently
done, and seldcom heeded to be done over againe By many Mre Young has been regard-
ed as a stern and severé man. Doubtless, among his prominent characteristics
were decision and firmness; and few whé knew him best, and loved him most, can
doubt that if he had cultivatéd more full&, and exercised more breadly, his social
powers, he wéuld have been far more useful as a nminister of Crrist. As an orator,
accordiﬁg to the united testimony of those ﬁho knew»him in his pélmiest days,

he had few ecuals. 1In style,'he.ﬁas.élear, logical, and chaste--when rcused,
gfand agd overhwelming. He was always equal to thé occasion, His v&ice'was
musical, his enunciaticn distinct, and,.as a reader of the Holy Scriptures

and Conmunion-servicé, I have nevef met in our own, cr a sister CHurch,his equal.
He was fifty-three vears a member of an Annual, and six % imes a membér of the
General Conference. His love for the Church of his checice has never béen ques -
tioned. In youth he theroughly studied and heartily embraced the pegdliar dce~
trines and usages of Methodisme. His attachment to them grew with his growth,

ard strengthened with his strength, and only reached its maturity ir his green
old age. Even amid the severe and protracted sufferings which were the p-rtien
of his last years, his eye was upon he? movements, ard his ear ever open to

catch the nctes of her triuﬁphs. Aroundvﬁhose-of 1858 did the o0ld man's soul

and prayers I;ngér with’gréte%ul emotions. Upon one occasicn, he said to the

s

writer: 'Sir, the standard of experimental religich Wi}l never be as low

CONTINUED--
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again iﬁ this world as it was in 1957.° His 1ové forlthe Church moved his pen
while writing his last will, in which he bequeathed her most of his fortune,
His last words to the writer were: 'I am calmly, though through\great physical
suffering, nearing my better home." He died Nove. 15, 1858, aged seventy-nine

years."

GENERAL ¥INUTES, Vol. VII., pp. 189, 190.
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_Saﬁuel Brown was born in Tennessee, November 1, 1780. His wife, whom he
mgrried on the 13th of lMay, 1806, was the daughtér of an excellent‘and pious
local preacher, by the name of Watt, who resided in the Southern porticn of
Kentucky. We are not advised as to the time Dr. Brown made a profession of
religions it is, hcwever, probeble that, through the inlulence of ﬁis wife--
who'ﬁas a lady of deep piet&--he sought religion, and became a meimber of the
Methodlat Shinohie

'He was admitted on trial in the Tennessee Conference in 1812, and traveled
tpe Red River, Green River, and Barren Circulits. He located in-1815.

.Although Dre. Brown continued in the itinerant field for so short a thﬁe,
thgre were but few men who accomplished more for the Church in that period
than he did., He labored with an assiduity and preached with a fidelity that
embalmed his neme and his memory in the hearts of thousands; and after his
lopgtkpé, he was one of the most industrious local preachers in the State.

For meny years before ﬁis death, he resided in Brandenburg, where he practiced
médigino, mainteining at the same time a high Christian character, and contrib-
utine by his ministry to the growth and prosperity of the Church in that pleasant
village.

His house was always a home for the itinerant preacher, and his unwavering
devotion to the Church was evinced in the constancy of_his labors in ita behalf,
"He died in Brandenburg, on the first day of May,.1840,_in great peace, refolicing
iﬁ hope of a glorious immortality. Just befofe he died, he called his family
around his bed, gave them_his parting biessin, and ygde them' farewelle A bout
his lagt words were, 'Meet me in heaven. All is well, _I shall soon be at rest.'" +
+ Letter to the author from his son, Dr. Erasmus O. Brown, of,Loulsvllle, Ky. '

CONTINUED-=
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We camnot but regret that preachers who promised so much to the Church as
Samuel Brown and Claiborne Duvall, were induced to retire from the active
duties of the pastoral'work. However much they differed in the matter and manner

of theij preaching, they were both men of extraordinary genius, and of fine pul-

pit attainmentse If the former was set for the dqfenée of the Churéh, and either

‘enforced the truths of Christianity, or defend the doctrines held by his own

denomination with marked ability, the latter excelled in zeal, persuading, by
his eloquence and tears, the ungodly to be saved. ' They both passéd to their
reward on highe Claiborne Duvall breathed his last on Unidn ecunty, Kyy,

September 13, 1834,
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v' .l. preachor is a.ppointed his flrst yeer ln the minlstry to tho eharge trom whlch e

 was the firs’c to enter the Conference from this flold. 1t 13 but seldom that

-7 was recommended to the COnferenco. . We, however, flnd Mre Demlnt on the Big and

_thtle Sandy Circuit, as the colloa.guo of J ohn Linvnlo{ He m afterward tppoint-
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The Ohio Conference for 1816 met in Louisville, Ky,. Sept. 3. Loulsville
at that time was comparatively a small village, and was the first town in the
State where an Annual Conferencé had been entertained. Fourteen preachers

were admitted on trial, of whom John Linville, Semuel Demint, Samuel Baker,

_ and Williem Holman were appointed to Kentucky.

The name of John Linville appears in the Mlnﬁtes o‘hly for this yeare He"
wes appointed to Big and Little Sandy Cirouits’ s

: Sanuel Demint was brought up and convevted 1!1 the Big Sandy cn'cuit, a.nd

Sew b e

'.l‘:gnt;.}'x_e. Qprqrencq of_18_21. In the General Minutes there 1: no alluslon to his
death; but in the Journal of the Kentucky Conference for 1821, it is reoordod '
that V"A}e;ander Cummins, Marcus Lindsey, and Jonathan Stgmi:er-, ‘were @ppointed a
cecommittee to meke out__thel_memp_i_x_-bof Brother Samuel Demint, deceased." He

was useful in the seieral charges he filled, and died in great peace.
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Zachariah Connell for many years was prominent inm the Ohlo Conference.
He beca;ne an 1tiherant in 1818, and continued to tro.vel, without any intermission,
until the 13th of December, 1863, when he explred, in full hope of a gloriona
immortality. The only appointment: ‘he £illed in Kentucky was the Flemlng CIrouit, X 3
to which he was appointed this year, as the oolleague of Samuel Demint, and where
he labored with more then ordinare zeal and usefulneu. When that portlon of
Kentucky was sepueted from the Ohio COnferenoo. he returned to Ohio, o.nd thoro
continued his minlltry for nearly half a eentury. Such a men shoqld ‘bo re=-

membered.
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Other names appear this year in Kentucky for the first time. Aithough
onlye few years of the ministry of John Brown were spent in Kenﬁueky. yet such
was his devotion to the Chureh, and such the labor he performed in the cause of
1l ; Christ in the West, that we pay, with pleeem'e, a passing tribute to hi: memoryi
:_-‘__:vblie was born in New York, on the east side of Ce,yuge. Lake. on the 18th of Sep- .
tember. 1788. Brought up under religious influence, hie fo.ther being a minister
:»‘or the gospel, in ee.rly life he was awe.kened to a senee of his de.nger as & sinner. i

.‘;,and‘ when seventeen_ YOars of age. obtained the forgivneu of his sins. Lo

» in oharge of’ the ‘Little Kane.whe. Cireuit; and

'the tollowing. year, on the Deer creek. From 1820 to 1824, ho traveled the ot
o 'afha District, then in the Kentucky COnferenee. The Kanawhn. District was then B
l' tre.naferred to the Ohio conference, and, following its fortunes . Mr./ Brown was-

ele_q tg_'nneferred, and reappbinted, for the fifth year, to the same charge.

This Distriet extended from near the city of Portsmough to the waters of the

Jemes Rivers The fidelity with which he performed the duties devolving upon

hlm,i',‘__.??l_‘l_" _e.rdnons fieid, wes seen in the severe ahoek that his constitution

- received, and froxn' whichvit neirer recover.ed. In 1825, he was placed on the

snpemnnaﬁed roll, and continued in that relation nntil death released him.

"Fa‘bher Brown wes very extensively e.nd fe.vornbiy kncm. and it is only

v 3
(\. neoesse.ry to se.y that, thongh his acquirements were gained under great dis-

advantages, his talents were such as to eomme.nd reepeét in any community,

AONTTYTT T Ner o
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i ,“Those who knew him in the days of his strength, report him 'as an able minister

W of the New Testament, and many are the seals of his faithful minlstry.

"During all those long years of deep affliction, when from bodily infirm-
ity he was almost laid aside from public duty, he maintained that sweetness of

disposltlon and beautiful consistency of Christian cha.racter which won for hlm

- the esteem of all who knew hime He feel asleep quietly, and with great dlgn,i_.ty,

in hld own house, on the 23rd of March, 1869, eloslﬁg a long o.nd instructive

live with many words of beautlful simp] loity. His falthful nnd o.ffeotiona.te '

it vrife, as_ she tendered him a 11t+.le water, heard the same oheerful voioe reply,

NO. my dear, you‘:;may drink here, I 1r111 dring over yonder. He spoke no moro;

oundvbhll bler:'”,nnd /falthful f‘ellow-soldlara ronond his ranains to t‘xe

106 of quiet rest ln tho beautlful cemetery ealt of Portsmough. o

nutes, Voi .

‘vm-._.: et s
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Bumll Spurlock was born in Montgomery county, Virginie., May 10, 1790,
: In inf‘ancy he was brought to Kentuoky 'by his parents, who eettled in Bour'bon
" county. In his early ohildhood, however, they agein changed their location, and
krsettled in the Green Bettom, on the Ohio River, on the Virginie. sides
Young Spurlook grew up without the t.dve.nte.gel of eduoation, beyond tl'\e limits

of his own home, hevins gone to echool only eix monthl.

n.the epring of 1812, in the co.bell oounty, Virginia, he was he.pily con=

" verted,

rhe.ving joined the l‘hurch e. short time previous under the ministry of :

e applied for admise ion inte

Hie e.ppointment fer the ,firs;

‘comferenee., and .m‘ reeeived on' triai.

years was 'ce ho_Guyandotte cirouit. forom the.t rugged field we tre.oe him‘

in 1820,' tov the city of Maysville, 'dxere a eto.tion had juet been fomed, to

: : , a\x

i vuhieh he was e.ppointed. In 1821 he was stationed in Lexington, and returned
.'n'co Huyandotte in 1822, and located at the close of the year.

We cannot but regret that anycircumstances should have rendered it ne=--
cessary for Burwell Spurloeck to retire from the pastoral worke Possessing
talents of the highest order, whether he appears for the defense of the doctrines
or the polity of the Church, he‘wielded «n infloense et s Telk beyond his
own Communion. No one, however, regretted this step more than he. He 1ovpd the
duties, 'izhe enjoyments, the labors, of the pastor, and had enlisted in 'the work
for life, but other obligations were upon him. Before he entered the ministry, -

( ] and ~even previous to .his conversioén, he. he.d married. A family was. grovrinz up.
around him, s.nd the meager :alary he was receiving was inadoquato to their support.
_ The 1argest amount that had been paid him for a year's serviee was one hundred R

CONTINUED=-~



~
‘i

CONTINUED - Burwell Spurlock

and fifty dellere '.*';ﬁa‘f"&n so s'mall a sum, wlth 'e.rvrife end four oholdren. he could
( % " not subsiste The path of duty to hi.m seeped plain, and painful es was the step,
& the obligations of home required hlm to take ite
" He settled in. Wayne oounty, Virginie., in the bounds of the eircult he he.d
traveled, where he still ‘resides, and where for nearly flfty years his neme has
| 'been a tower of strength. Throurh his minlstry many hundreds have been brought
1nto the fold of Christ, and in all the.t mountain region his name 13 & house-

hold uords Although elghty years of‘ age, he ls itlll able to preach, and is one

o ‘.of the ‘beet readere we have kncvm. For eleven yee.re he has been affliocted with
1sy. ;H!.s eyee e.re blaek, hle ferehead hlgh, hle hair an lron-gre.y; hie con- -

"eatlone.l powere euperior, and hie enuneiatlon elear and dlstlnet. : He epeake

ith vnue.verlng 'onﬁdenee of hle hope of eterne.l llfe, and ealmly and serenely

ontemplates _th' joys the.t ewait h!.m. -&

were vlei‘tlng ln nayavllle, Kentueky. ¢
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Semuel Brown was & traveling preacher from 1812 to 1822, His ministry
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We are already familiar with the name of William Burke. We parted w.ith
him in 1809, while in charge of the Green River Distriet, on which he remain-
ed until the Conference held in 'L‘inginnati, October 1lst, 1811, He was then
appointed to the Cineinnati Circuit, whth John Strange as his colleague. The .
following year Cincinnati was detached from the circuit, and the four following
years his neme stands on the superannuated rolle No mention is made of him in the
Minutes of 1818 and 1819, and at the Conference of 1820 he was expelled from the
Chur’cy. ‘-

Among the early itinerants in tho_West, to no man is the Church more in-
debted then to William Burke. In 1702, he éntered the field as an itinerant.
-We have already recounted the‘ hardships he endured in the prosecution of his
worke We have seen him confronting dangers, suffer ing‘privations, and leboring
with apostolic zeal wnder embarrassments before which a heart less brave would
have yielded. "None of these things" moved liime In his ministry he had com-
passed the entire State qf Kentuecky, traveling its wvast cirouit_s and Districts,
permeating every section, adding hundreds to the fold of Christ, until his
“neme is upon every lip. For nearly thirty years he had gone in and out before the
Church, an acknowledged leader, honored and belovede A cloud, however, passéd
over him, and he must retire fram the Communion to the welfare and promotiori of
which he had devoted the fire of hls youth and the strength of his manhood.
It is gratifying to be able to record that the expulsion of Mr. Burke was not for
nay act of immorality. No crime stained his characters the charge preferred
arainst him wes simply "eontumacy." In reference to the suspension of Mre Burke,
the Rev. Jacob Young says, "Previously to this time he had been a great and good
Methodist. He had done end suffered as much for the cause a@ any men in the
great West. His controversy with the Elder, for which he was accused, was about

a very small matter, involving nothing like immorality, and by bad manarement

on the part of' the Conference, more thah on Burke's part, it terminated in
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his expulsion from the Churoh. T had a perfect knowlgdge of this entire case,
from first to last, and rejoice to leave it as my dying testimony, that the
Conference was more to blame than Wm. Burke." +

@ Autobiography of Reve Jacob Youhg, p. 313.

Mre. Burke's expulsion from the Church had no influence upon his life, unless
it was to make him more religious; nor did it impair the confidence of the commuhe-
ity in which he lived in his plety. His conduct as a Christian, and his striet
Qbaervance Qf the practical duties of Christlaﬁity, challenged the criticism of
his enemies, and made the impression on the minds of others that injustice had
beeh done him. It was bélieved that there wes no correspondepoo between the
offense and the fﬁnishment inflgoted. and that the Conference, however proper
it might be to correct any evii, had apted with undue rigore .

The return;of'Mr.‘Burko'to the® Churéh was impossibles Acknowledgment of
yrpnguwaslprerequisitd. and with no gonsgiousngss of guilt, it would have been
1pgpgsistgnt with his.honor as a maﬁ, and his character as a Christian, to'make
any concession. He preferr;a to live outside the pale of the Church, painful as
1t was, ratherrthan yield when pe believed himself to be righte |

Fourteen_years have_paased, and at a camp-meeting held at 0ld Salem, in
Sumner county, Tennessee, two remarkablé men are ip attendance. They are
Bishbp McKendree and William Burke They have met, and as they hold each other's
hand, the feoolleetions of ot er years make them weep. They talk of the past,
and seem to 1ive-agé1n emid the conflicts and triumphs théy once had shared,

The meeting was in the neithborhood of the Bishop's home, and Mr. Burke was on
a visit to a relative who 1lived near.the eamp=-ground.

Unable to enjoy the privileges ef the»Methpdist Church, he had‘organized
an independent Church in the city of Cincinnati; and had officiated as tﬁeir
pastor.

The Reve Ao Lo Po Green, D.D., was the Presidinz Elder qf the Disﬁriot.
and had charge of the camp-meeting. Without any reference to the past, he in-

vited Mre. Burke to take an active part in the meetinge At eight o'elock,

AANRTMTITIT ™
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- for three succesélve days; the soft and plaintive voice of McKendree rallled

~ the Church to the conflict, and offered balm to the wounded hear¥s and for three

days at eleven o'clock, the voice of Burke, once a strong bass, but.now, from
labor and toil, hoarse and\husky, sent its thrilling peals through the listen-
ing assembly, now defending the great doetrines of Christianity, then inforcing
its prectical truths, and oalling sinners to repentance. Full forty years had passed
s}noe, in the saﬁe circuit, then in life's dewy morn, he had defended Methodism
when assailed by one who had been its earnest advocate. He, too, now stands
outside its pale, yet with no feeling of unkindness toward the Churchy but
anxious for its success.

.‘ Returning from the meet‘ng, Bishop YcKendree said to Dre. Green, "I would
be glad to live until the next General Conference for onething." "What is that,
S;shop?"‘agked the Doctore. ﬁI want to see Brother Burke again in the Method-
ist Church."l

”The General Conference for 1836 met in Cincinnatle Dre Green was a member .

of the bodye Hq expressed to several members of the Conference--among whom

‘were Drs. Bascom, Winans, Capers, and Early--the wish that had been uttered by

Bishop McKendree; and also gave the same information to ¥r. Burke. The result
was, that a commurication was presented to the Conference from XMr. Burke, and

the Conference, on motion of T.l.Douglass, requested the Chio Conference to restore

Mr. Burke to his former ministerial standing in the Methocdist Episcopal Church.

Atothe following session of the Qhio Conference, although Bishop McKendree
did not live %o witness his return, lIr. Burke was fully restcred tc the member-
ship and minist»y of the 1« E. Church.

2t the time of his return to the Churéh, iir. Burke was in the sixty-
seventh yvear of his age, having been born in Lowdon county Virginia, Jan. 13,
1770. He was no longer able to preach the rosvel, as in other years his voice

having measurably failed; hence, he was placed on the superarnuated list. |

CCNTINUED=-
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n_this relatlon he oontinued a:member of the Ohio donference until the division

‘of the M. E. Church in 1844, into two ‘separ~te and distinct organizations, when he

I ored to the X. E. Church, Sough, end Became a member of the Kentucky Confer-

encee.

We find his name; in 1845, among the supernumerary preadhers of the Kentﬁcky
Conference, and afterward in the superannuvated 1list, whereihe continues until
he heers the final summons e

It was éertﬁinly appropriate that the evening ofvhis 1ife should be passed
a; a membef of the Kentucky Conference, in whose bounds he had spent the strength
of his manhood. In adhering to the_fortunes_of the M. E. Church, South, he was
influenced by)principle alone, and in uniting his déstiny with the Keptucky Con=-
fer;nce, he met with the warmest reception. They loved William Burke, not only
for his heroie darihg and abundant labors in planting the gospel in the homes of
their fathers; but also because, amid the persecutions througch which he had passed,
hq hed ma intained a character without spot; and now, in life's "sear and yellow,
leaf," had taken his stand by fheir side, in the great conflict through which the
Church was passinge ‘

At that period of the history of the Church.immediately succeeding the
General Conference of 1844, while the public mind was greatly agitated, and the

press, unbridled, was teeming with invective, the pen of Mre. Burke was usefully

" employeds He published, in the Nashville Christian Advocate, a series of articles

on "The Origir, Nature, and Powers of Methodist Episcorvacy, General Superinten-

" dency, and General Conference," that evinced the strength of his intellect, his

vast research, and to which there has never been a response. He was then seventy-
six years of age. : i

Although not a member, he attended the first General Conference of the M.
Ee Church, South, held in May, 1846, adding much to the interest of the oncasion

by his presence.

~
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"i;%‘Jgst féfbre the adjéurnmenﬁ,:hé‘ggargaéed,the donferenée‘“in a very tohching
'umanner," tekihg "an affectionate leave of his brethren in the ministry.®

! He thanked them "for the courtesy they had shown him; expressed his love to God

and to the brethren; told them it weas thé lgst interview he would hold with them;
that before another similar occasion, he'would likely be with_his fatherss but
that he expected to meet them in heaven." He could say no more. "A deep feel-

ing p<rvaded the whole assembly, and each member seemed to rejoice that he carried

with him the blessing of this worthy patriarch of Methodism."

His life, however, was protracted beyond the two subsequent sessions of tﬁe
General Conference, alway; exhibiting the doctrines of the gospel he had so lone
and so falthfully preached. No man possessed the sonfidence of the Church and
community in which he loved more than he. "His fellow-citizens delighted to

honor him, and, in the language of one who knew him well and long, any civil of-

- fice, within the gift of the people, was within his reach. He was appointed one

of the judges of the county, and most faithfully and impartially ddministered
the duties of his office.' In 1814, he was ufpolnted postmaster in Cinoinngtl,
and for twpnty-eight years he continued, under successive administrations of the
goverment, t6 hold this office, and most lionorably and faithfully to discharge

its heavy and responsible duties."+

+Extract from the sermon preached on the occesion pf‘his death.
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The name of William McCommas appears this year in Kentucky, 1; connectioﬁ
with the Little Sendy Gircult. He had entered the Kentucky fomference the‘previous
year, but his fleld of labor had been on the Big Kanawha Circuit, in Virginia.
He continued on the Little Sandy two years. In 1826, he traveled the Libérty
fircuites Although M:. MoCommas had traveled four years, he had not veen admitted
irto full conneocticn, probably on account of his feeble health. In the Journal
of the Kentucky Conference for 1827, we find that "Brother William McCommas

was examined and approved, and discontinued on account of bodily affliction."



fiof the itinerant preachers who cheerfully met the exposure and euffering incident
vito their ministry in this frontier region. The neme, too. of Christopher McGuire
is enshrined in the hearts of hundreds. He lived for ths good or ethers, snd 'j{-

_‘finished his conrse with joy. Other names, however, than those ts which we havs

'ivrsferred. traveled amid these rock-ribbed mountains, and threaded each winding

,H'stream, bearing the consecrated cross, and proclahning the tidings of redemption.Awi
{Philip Strewther nnd Stephen Spurloeck will not ‘only be remehbered by the present
\generation, but their names will be transmitted to generetions yet unborn.

Mr. Strawther became an itinerant in 1825; and, after traveling the Nicholas, ;

.Big Kanawhe, Kanamha, Burlington, and Guyandotte circuits. (the last two yearl,)
"‘an m the Ke.ns.wha Distriot, looated in 1831, Settling in this mowntain region g
as a loeal preacher, the good .that he acoomplished cannot be estimated only in

the 1ight of eternity. | |

Stenhen Spurlock appears in the itinerant ranks two years in advance of his

gifted brother, Burwell Spurlock, but traveled only ohe year. He was born in

1786, and converted when quite young. The field of labor he occuplied the year

that he traveled was the Guyandotte Cirecuit. Retiring to a local sphere produced

no diminution either of his love for the Chureh, of of his zeal for the promotion

of its interestf ‘He 1oceted in what is now known as West Virginia, and, by;his
abundant labors, contributed to the advancement of ﬁehtodism in both Virginia and
Kentucky. An able defender of the doctrines and polity of the Church, and his

life corresponding with the requirements of the gospel for more than fiftj years,

CONTINUED
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_CONTINUED- Stephen Strawther

his opinions and aoficn have bee;:l accepted by the peiple as the teachings of the
word of Gode He ye t lives, and though bending bgneath the weight of elghty- '
four yéars, and crippled and afflicted with palsy, occasicnally preé.ches to the
people. To sit at the feet of such a men, and learn lessons of plety, is a priv-
?.lege indeeds He 1ives in Qa&ne county, West Virginia. |

This was a properous year for‘the Church throughout the Conference. Every
District was visited with revivals, and each reported a large increase in the
membership.. ThHe net increase in the State this year was THREE THOUSAND SEVEN

HUNDRED AND EIGHTY white, and ONE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND THREE colored memberse.
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Stephen Spurlock appears in the itiherant ranks two years in advance
of his gifted brother, Burwell Spurlock, but traveled only one.year. He was
born in 1786, and converted when quite young. The field of labor he pccupied
the year that he traveled was the Guyandotte Curcuit. Retiring to a local sphere
produced no diminution either of his love for the Churéh, or of his zeal for
thelprqnotion of its interest. He located in what is now known as West Virginla,
and, by his aburdant labors, contributed to the advancement of Methodism 1ﬁ
both Virginia and Kentueky. An able defendsr of the doctﬁines and polity of the
Church, and his 1life corresponding with the requirements of the gospel for more
than fifty years, his opinions and actions zﬁava been accepted by the people as
the teachings of the word of God. He yet lives, and though bending beneath the
wéight of eighty-four years, and crippled and afflicted with palsy, occaslonally
preaches to the peoples To sit at the feet of such a man, and learn lessons of
plety, is a privilege indeed. He lives in Wayne county, West Virginia.

This was a prosperous year for the Church throughout the Conference. Every
Distrioct was visited with revivals, and each repofted a large increase in the
membership. The net increase in the State this year was three thousand seven

hundred and eighty white, and one thousand one hundred and three colored mem-

berse.

0%
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We left Asa Shinn, in 1805, closing his labors on the Salt River Cireuit,
on which he had been remarkably useful. He traveled only two circuits on Ken-
tucky--the Wayne and £he Salt River. He had joined the Western fonference in
1801, having traveled a short time previous under the direction of the Presid-
ing Eldere. |

The early advantages of Asa Shinn were exceedingly limited. His father was
of Quaker origin, but embracing the doctrines of Methodism, "he opened his house
for the preaching of the gospel. At the time of the conversion of his father, young
Shinn was seeking salvation, with "a broken and a contrite heart," and when about
seventeen years of age, obtained the witness of the Spitit. Before leaving his
father's house of become a traveling preacher, "he had never seen a meeting-
house or a pulpit," +
# Life of James Quinn, p. 46
and the first English Grammar he ever saw was owned by one of his colleagues
in the ministry. Notwithstanding the disadvantages under which he labored for
went of early educational facilities, only a few years pass until we find him
stationed in Baltimore, with such men for his célleagues as Robert R. Roberts
and Nicholas Snethen. From the time he left Kentuc¥y, In the autumn of 1806,
until the session of the Pittsburgh Conference in 1829, he had labored with
fidelity and earnestness. He had not only attained to eminence in the Church,
as a preacher of the gospel, but by the foreé of a gigantic intelleet, highly
cultivated by close application and study, added to his extraordinary powers
as an orator, he had become a leader in the ranks. His fame was not confined
to the Confefence of which he was a member, but was coextensive with American
.Methodism. Wherever he preached, admiring thousands waited upon his ministry,

and with eagerness caught each falling word.

CONTINUED=--
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We introduce his name af this perlod; be§ause at the Conference of 1829,4
his relations of the Methodist Episoopai Church ar; entirely changed.

Since 1824, the contfoversy which resulted in the organization'of the
Methodist Protestant Church, had been waged and carried on with ereat energy,
and not without some asperity. Among the ablest writers in favor.of radical re-
form, Asa Shinn was prominent. He wielded his pen with a master's hand; bpt
unable to effect the change in the constitutional government of the Church,that
he wished, he withdrew from the Church, and identifled himself with the new organ-
ization,

Entering the Methodist Protestant Church, he was elected President of the
Ohio Annuai'Conference, and stationed in Cincinnatie In this Copmunion he
occupied the same prominent position that he ehld in the Church in which he had
spent the morn and noon of his life. H's plety was unimpeachable.

"The saddest feature in Mr., Shinn's history was his being subjected, in
no less that four instances, to mental derangeﬁent. The first was at George=
town, Distriet of Cclumbla, in the year 1813, apd was occasioned by @he loss of
two lovely and promising choldren. The second was in Western Virginia, in the
year 1819, and was consequent on the death of his excellent wife. The third was
just at the close of the session of the General Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Chﬁrch. in Pittsburgh, in 1828, and seemed to have been the result of
certain stringent measvres adopted by that body, adverse to the cause which he
was endeavoring to maintaine The fourth instence of aberration was also in
Pittsburzh, and it cecurred in the year 1843. He was so copliously bled for in-
flammation of the lungs that he.fainted, and, immediately after he recovered,
fell into a profound sleep, from which he awode in a state of derangement that
continued till the'close of his life. He was sent, for a short time, to  the
lsyluh for the Insane, at Philadelphia, but was afterward transferred to the
similar insﬁitution in Brattleboro, Vermont, where he spent several years of

darkness, and finally closed his 1life, in February, 18530 ¢ o o o o o

CONTINUED ===
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"He was of sbout the medium height, and, in his younger years, was slender;
though, in after 1ife, he became somewhat corpulent. He had a fine, thoughtful-
leoking eye, an ample foreliead, a rather large mough, with pale complexion and

black hair." +

+Sprague's Annals, pp. 364, 365

J0§
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William Young,=-=-who was a native of Virginia, Washington county, born
May 16, 1786, He became seriously inclined in 1805, and through the instrument-
ality of the Methodists was powerfully converted to Gede In 1807 he began to
exhort his fellow-sinners to repentance; and in the fall of the year 1808 he
was ‘admitted into the travelling eonneetion, at the Gonferepce held at Libert&
Hill.

December 17, 1811, riding down the Ohio River from Gincinnati to North
Bend, facing an extreme cold wind, he caught a vioitent cold, which affected his
previously injured lungs, throwing him into a hectic fever, which terminafed
in a pulmonary consumption, by which on the 20th of July, 1812, he changed worids,
and I have not a remaining doubt but he now shouts in glory. William Young was
naturally of a strong mind and very retentive memory, capable of great improve-
ments. Though his manner of preaching was 1njuriou§ to himself, and not grace-
ful to his hearers, yet he was so pious and humble that good men loved him, and
so meek and courteous that non-professors loved his presence and ylelded to his
conversaﬁion; and while able to tra el, he was one of the most useful men we
had. He never travelled a circult without a revival; by his prayers of faith,
and visiting from house to house, he effected what others often leave undone
with splendid talents. A continual growing anziety for the salvation of souls,
no doubt, lafd the foundation for his death, and then hastened his dissolution.

Sometimes dejection of mind d pressed him in his last illness; and deep
anguish of body made him manifest signs and express fears that he lacked that
degree of patience and resignation which was his privilege. Being greatly emaci-
ated, he lamented the loss of those wonderful displays of divine love he had =n-
Joyed while in health ard animal spirits; but to the last he would pray, clapping
his hands and shouting praises, notwithstanaing his physicien, eough, end friends
all forbid him.

F

CONTINUED -=
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Three days before his death he rode half a mile to a newly laid out camp

ground, where the people had been adfusting their tents, and were waiting the

service. He viewed the tents, surveyed the stend, looked round on the people,
and burst into pears; turning his horse, he uttered these words, "I am done
with these things now--I shall be at camp meeting no more." So ti was, for
before the meeting closed he expired.

I have observed that some of our most useful young men are called off before
the flower is well blown. These providences are mysterious; Relations, con-
gregations, and circuits mourn the loss: but we have no reson to mourn; they are
taken from the evils to come. Let us rather follow their example, emulate their
pie£y and usefulness; for it may be the will of Him who doeth all thimgs well -

to call the most unexpected among us. Then, O then, let us be prepared}
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THOMAS RANKIN

Thomas Rankin, was appointed by Mre. Wesley in 1772 as missioﬁary to America,
and as general assistant or superintendent of the American societies. He was
by birth a Scotchman, and had been educated under strictly religious influences,
He was called by Mr. Wesley into the itinerancy in 1761, and he came to America
in company with George Shadford and Captain Webb, in the spring of 1773, Immé-
diately on his arrival, he called together the preadhers to meet him in the first
Arnual Conference in Philadelphia, on the 14th of July, which was the first
Annual Conference ever held in America. He had fine executive ability, but was
rathér stern in manner. His action as a disciplinarian gave form and stability
to the Methodist societies. He traveled extensively till after the breaking
out of the Revoluticnary War, when being intenéely English in all his sympathies,
he saw that his way was hedged up. He remained, hcwever, till the spring of
1778, when, after having held the oversight of the Methodist society for five years;
he returned to England. He continued his active labor under Mr. Wesley's dir-
ection, and was present at his death in City Road parsonage. He continued to
labor as his health permitted, until he ended his course with joy on the 17th

of Mav, 1810, By scme means Mr. Rankin, when in America, had failed to estimate

Mr. Asbhury prop-rly, and had induced Mr. Wesley %o write for his recall in 1775,

But as ¥r. Asbury was hundreds of miles distant when the letter arrived, and
as, owing to revclutipnary movements, the let:er could not be forwarded to him
at an early date, he 4id not receive the information in time for action, and it
was acreed that iir. Asbury should then remain. The unfavorable imrression which
Ar. Wesley received was through letters of Zr. Rankin, and personal represent-
ations after he returned to England. Mr. Wesley, however, lived to see his fears
as to Mr. Asbury wholly dispelled, and to rejcice in the great work which Gnd
had raised him up to accomplishe

The above taken from -- By=dathew Simpson
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‘\Jiohn Cord

H.Bl Bascom

thn'Dew and
T 0‘ A. Morris

thn Solomon

Burwell Spurlock 1818, 1819, 1820

 David Dyke and

J os ‘1gh szowder

2 Péstoré'of th§ Guyandétte Circu1t

1813
1814

1815 -

1816

1817 (Little Kanawha Ciiy Guyandotte not minutes) .
' ' D L T

1821

Francis Wilson and

David Gray
‘Burwell Spurlock
Laban Hughey and
_G:gén'Maloge
Wm. H. Collins
John Stewart
John We. Gilbert

Isaac Hunter

1822

1823

1824

1825

1826
01827 1828

1829

Phillip Strowther 1830 1831

Ebenezer T. Wehster 1832

E. T. Webster and

D. Reed-

Adamé&iller and
B. L. Jefferson
L.P. ¥iller and

C. 'R. Baldwin

Je W. Finley and

W. R. Davis

1833

1834

1835

1835 1836

<+Francis A. Timmons and
:James Parcels and
:Richard Doughty
++

David Kemper and

fW. T, Metcalf

ZIfred Hance and

;ames McCutchen
_*Thomas Gorsuch and

+R. A. Arters

*ﬁicah G. Perkiser and
+J.J. Dolliver
+Guyandotte not ir Minutes
+

+

1826-17

1838

1840
1841

1843

1844



'W.B.\Mcharlandf¥ 

.Sﬁanton Field

' 'Se Hargiss
" ¢.E. Thoriton

§.Te Mallory

Fletcher Medley

,‘Thomas Touchcomb’

P.H. Hof'fman

‘JeCs Tinsley

Wi Gaineeriller

 John. C.Crooks
;Robert Fox

Lo Wn F.Claughton
- John T;AJohnson
.ngmgs H,Héger

- LeB.Madison

J JW.Whiehtman
James J.Ramsey
JeCe Brown
JeJe Fontaine
E.B. Jones
P.Ho Hoffman
E.L. Simons
E.W. Reynolds
J oMo ﬁauckz
S.Ge Preston
J7W94Hampton o
E.T. Caton

C.He Dowell

1851 .

1853

1854

1855

1856

1857

- 1858

1859

1866

1866
1869
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1879
1880
1883

1885

1886

1887

1889

18¢0

1891

1893

1894

1894

1896

| MAIN STREET PASTORS

W.L.

J.W,
A. K,
(The
Redo
SePs
WeBe
HeVe
B.F.
M.V,

C.De

i ¥ =

" C.Ds

I.S;
F.N.
C.Co
HeGo

Tedo

. LeHoe

WeEo

Rotd v,

Crites

Holdlister

1897

L2

1899

18036

above was copied from a Main Street Bulletin)

Yoak
Auvill
Corder
Bennett
Gosling
Bowles
Lear
Vinson
Lear
Tyiet,
Nutter
Petkins
Sowards
Hopson
dreenwood

Bennett

'1908-1906-1907

19081909
1910

1911-1912

1913

1914

1915-1916
1917-18-19-20 - %
1921-22-23
1924-25-26-27
1828-29-30-1931

1932-33-34-35

1936

1957-38-/ "

1939-40-41

1942



W.J. Fee

S;élﬁbollivér
‘  W}Wiisén_ :
‘"ﬂj"ﬂivR. c;rtwright
~ J. B, Blakeney
= g, Bavl
R. Nofthoraff
H«Ce Sanford
J.Be Feather
- J.N. 0'Fling
U. Pfibble
GWe Richﬁond
R. Brooks
H.C. Sanford
EW Ryan
'Speécer King
S.E. Steele

S.f.steele and
Shafer

J.A., Kibble
M.W. Rider
J.N. Huggins
Joseph Lee

E.H. . Orwen

James lercer .. -

Ho.Ho Miles

J.D. Keyser
K».: Wm. Rader

C.E. Shaw

S.P. Archer

¢ ! /BRIDGE STREET PASTORS .

ATLBAG N

1850-1851

1852

1853

1854

1855

1856

1857

1858

1659

1860

1861

1862

1863

1864-1865

1867-1869

\
1870

1871

1872
1873
1875-1876
1877-1878

1879

© 1880-1881-1882

1883
1884
1885
1886

1887

§.D.Tamblyn

John Beddow
D.B; Orr
Perry C. Mays
S.P. Crummett
S.Je Miller
H.C.Howard

#.R. Williamson
JeoJeo Haddox
¢.Hs Lakin

W.B. Frazelleand and'
P.Y. DeBolt
P.f,_DgBoit

Jede Lewis;D.D. and
H.R., Mills

H.ﬁ. Mills and
Bernard Gibbs

#im. Anderson

H.M. Riddle

E.Bs Yoore

Perry Robinson

B.F. Donley

WeMe Stevens

Paul McKain

A.M. Samuels

T.W. Hays

P.Y. DeBolt

P.Y. DeBolt and

A.F. Glendénnin
Lloyd Myers
JeAs Barl

1888

1938 (Parts of)

1889-1880
1891

1892

1893

1894-1895
1896-1897-1898-1899
1900-1901-1502
1903-1904-1905;1906'

1907-1908

1909

1910-1914
1915

1915

1916
1917-1918
1919-1620
1921-1922
1923

1924-1925-1926

1927-28-29-30

1931-1932
1933-1934

1935-36-37

1938 = 1941
1942
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9_1796~ and the other from the “dotte“ eleven miles down the Ohio %o the Big Sandyj

”Biver- Guyan River was re-named "Little Sandy", but the name dled “a—borning" B

' ‘the end of the year reported twenty-five members.

By Revs. R.0. Backus and H.R.Mills.

-I:_History is valuable onlyas it deals with facte, and only to the extent .of the

v:‘facts it contains, This sketch will necessarily be short§ not because that
f ’Guyandotte Eoiscopal Metnodism does not have an extenoed history, but because that

.:i'while it 1s the oldest Methodist Church in this pert of the Ohio Valley--probably

'Aﬁthe oldest Church of any denomination, although its history has not been very well

' kept.. T o

In 1785 Kanawhe County wes formed and included ell that land now in Cebell

'zand_wayne Counties. History on Guyan River seems to have had its beginning in

151795,'when two Government surveys'were mades one from the mouth of the river up y

the Ohio for some distance, including Green Bottom, where Thomas Hanesn settled in

\

Ea f!

There is 2 legand or old folk tale, to the effect thet mthe Indians had a village

village
where our town now stands, that the RE¥EX was called "Dotte" and the river was

called "Guyan". From 1795, up to, and including 1805 avnear the names of many vio
neers; among tnem, tne Coxes, Sourlocks, Hanans, Reynolds!, Buffinztons,
Smiths, Hites, and others, ;
The Methodist pfeacher hee always kent up with the frontier; ané witﬁ the
pioﬁeer; and so the Metnodist Jircuit Riders were early on the Guyan.'
At the time of the orgaﬁization of the (uysndotte Church 2ll of this ter-

ritory was in the Baltimore Conference, Pittsburgh District . In the year 1803

Rev. Williem Steele was "Circuit Rider" on the Little Kanawha; and he very likely

_Came on down the river as far es Guyandotte and orgenized a class; because, the

following year this was made an appointment with thefRei.Aea Shinn, Pestor, who at

W
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Aes of the Presiding Eiéess and the Pastors 1n charge, It is generally known

_;that in the early history of the vhurch the preachers were changed every three
months, and later every six months; and for a great meny years they were not al-

'1owed to stay longer then one year at any one place. ConsQuently, & new

preecher appears on the field every year in the early history of the Guyaﬁdotte
Church, It was elso cuspomary in those days to form large Circuits; and Guite
often 2 senior and and & junior PPeacher were appointed to the same charge;'Thié

will account for the fluctuating of the numbers of members reported from year to

. year.

In the early history of the Guysndotte Church it was the center of a territory
comprising Cabell, Wayne and Lincoln Counties, and its preaching place was in a

Brick Church which stood by the old cemetary on Guyan Street. The lines of Cirs

- cuit were changed from time to time until 1858, when Guyandotte and Cetlettsburg

Ky. were mede half stations with Rev. J. B. Feather as Pastor. In 1872.Gu7anddtte

was made & Station and 1ts territory included Huntington, Test Virginia. Their

préaching place in Huntington was in the carpenter shop of Mr. A. B. Palmer and thé
Rev. James A. Kibble was the Pastor,

Guyandotte Church has been a part of three Conferences: Western Conference
Ohio Conference, and West Virginia Conference* It has 21go been a partlof five (5)

Districtst Ohio, Miemi, Muszinszum, Guyandotte, and Huntington, and now is in the

‘ Huntinzton-Charleston District, making six in 211,

Guyandotte Coarcn has nad, as Pzstofs Doctors of Divinity, young preachers
Just besinninz to preach; and in the year 1875 vhen 1t entertained the Conference
ites walls reververatedwith the voice of Bisnoo Andrews,

Probably no other Cnurch in ¥est Virzinlz has had more szacred memories, nor
been blessed #with the presence of more Godiy men than Guyandotte ,Church. Prob-
ebly there is no one thing more worthy of note in a nistorical sketch like this

than the fact that while Guyandotte miéht be justly, and rightly called the

-
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Mother of Methodism In the Ohlo Valley", yet, through all ner years she has
epﬁfséé;vﬁith the.times; has been and is still dﬁeybf.yhe aggreésive, ﬁp-tof_
%e,_alive, enterprising Churches of the Conference, Brother Backﬁs adds this
v:&ﬁote:',"lt has had meny your Pastors fresh from the schools with all the modern
—i ;ideas of Church woﬁk;-and bj combining the sagacity of the new and phe worship-
: fulness of the old, with & new, up-to-date Church, they expect to remain the.Dean
of Methodism in the Ohio Valley. Below is 2 teble showing Pastors, Membership,

"&c: os far as is known:

PASTORS DATE PRESIDING ¥LDFRS BN COL.

‘Asa Sninn 1804  Williem Burke 25 " ‘ | T
William Patterson 1805 " " 65

 Abrenam hmos 1806 Jon Sele 150

‘John clingan 1807 " " . ' 121 5

_ Frederick Hood 1808 B . 138 C 6 %
Jonn Holmes — 1809 M ® C T 184 3

Joéeyh Bénnett 1810 ‘James Qinn 60 .

Jacoh Turmen 1811 L | o7 7 8

' Semuel Vest 1812 woow 163 9
Samuel Brown 1813 Devid Youns 268 9

Between the years 1813 and 1854 many nerolc preachers apneared to serve Guy-
andotte, some of whom barely escaned wita their lives in an effort to minister
‘to the Mebuodist E;iscopél Church,

The Civil War came on with all the feelinszs of aate and nrejudice that both

preceded it znd followed 1%, e were on Southern soil and in 1844 and 1845 the

Southern Methodilst withdrew from the pserent Cnurch., The Minister in 1844 and
1845, Rev. Mr._ _ _ _ _ _ put the guestion "Shall we stey with the 014 Churchor
zo to the NWew Churca?" The members of the Metnodist Episcoal Church were then

asked to withdraw; and they 3id so, The Preacher stayed with the New Chﬁrch, which

f&ﬁ . confiscated the property, a2lso* The members of the 014 Church met in the homes of

the members; and later on in the Store room.of ¥. §, Smith. In 1858 thé present

e
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; khéﬁhiés the New Church, or the M. B. Church, South people. Those were perilous

e

*min{stry of I. M. O‘Fling who had the Rev. Dr. Jackson of Indiananolis Ind—

ol tne first prayer in the unfinisned Building on his return from the conference that

‘4\

; ;anpointed the Rev. O'Fling Pastor. It must be recorded for the information of

the present and. the future generations that when the division occurred in the Old

lBrick Church on Guyan Street in 1844 and 1845 that the "Standoatters" were called

_the 01d, or Methodist Episcopal Cnurcn followers; while the "dissenters" were
ainitg i ¥

Fa

1t1mes- end the old Church people, who were much in the minority. were inv1ted from
Ltheur own Building. They arose and filed out but asked for a "Standpat! preacner;

Whereupon, they were sent the Rev. Mr.Smith. He ceme, and had a great revival; and

ever since thnat time the "Mother" Church hes: continued to grow and to recuperate

from this diviston,

The compilers of this sketch find the following nemes. among the successors

L of tne Rev. Smith: David Witnerem, who afterwards became Governor of Indiana and

was known as the "Parson' Governor of Indiana. Then Fee, Hunter, Dolliver and

Shaw. From 1854 to the present time the Pastors and Presiding Elders have been as

follows:
PASTCRS DATE PRESIDING ELD<RS
Jes, B. Blakeney | 1854 G. ﬁartin, D.D.
J. Here 1855  J. W. Rezen,Re:er
R. Northcraft 1856 | " .
H. C. Sanford 1857 " "
J. B. Feaéner' 1858 . i
J. N. O'Fling 1859 " "
U. Pribble 11860 .18, Yofiroe

: G. W. Ricnmond ) 1881 " "

_'9- -
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' spencer King 1869
'S.E:Stéele, |
Rev.Shafer Asst 24 Irlg70
J. A. Kibble 1872
s V. Rider 1873
Je We Hugéins 1375
Lt " 1876
;oseph Lee 187
"oon 1878
'*p. H. Orwin 1879
J_a.még Mercer . 1880
" " 1881
Gt o Tiges
H. H; Miles 1883
Je p. Keyser 1334
7illiam Rader 1335
C. B. Shaw 1886
S. .P . .Arcner 1887
?. D. Tamblin 1388
John Beddow. inl 889
“_ ‘" 1890
D. B. Crr 1891
Perry (. Mays 1892
.§. P. ermmitt 1893
.?. ?. Miller' . 1894

. i 1896

| _pmsimo swms

7w ) Wxen

D. H. K. Dix

8. W. Ricnmondv

D. H. XK. Dix

T.H.Trainer

"
J. W. Webb
" - [}
" f
D. H. K Dix

S. B. D. ,rickett

Wy "
L] 4 "
" il
W. W. Rider
(] ]
" "
i !ll
C. H. Lakin
" ]
] "
] "
" it
@ "

J. W. Bedford

-5 =

" H., Stevens' LAY

”‘ui//y



i __D.A;_T.& . PRESIDING ELDERS
{-,' 186 . J.W. Beatord
3 » 1897 ' " "
.E”kié S SN e AR (-1 e e s W "
" S ey 1899 AT " \
i GR ¥illiamson 1900 y "
“ . 10 N 3. Jomson
e e L : 1902 ‘ " "
I b.AHaddok : 1903 Asbury Mick
o " " 1904 e " " ‘
e s X ' tunE - 2 " ‘ . {
7. 7. Beddox 1906 S L
. C. H. Lekin 1907 ) ' U "
A n : . 1908 " "
" W. B. Frazelle ( 1909 . .Daniel Wes t£all
.~ P. Y. De Bolt ) e
- P.“Y. De Bolt 1910 6. V. Bent
oo W 19 " "
U 1912 " | "
ﬁ " ) 1913 v w0 "
W, 1914 " 1
J.A.Lewis, D.D. ( 1915 A+ 3. Hiztt
. R. Ellis, D.D.( o
i e Mov. 1915 Bxcuengced Ciacnon, . U, for fuyandotte.

The parsoncge was built in 1886 by the Ledies Aid Society. Tne Lot was
_secured by tne followinz five elect ladies the year before: lMrs.Josie Smitn?
 Mrs.Jennie Doutnit, Mrs.Joseph Price, ¥rs. Freutzl 2nd lrs. Z. T. Wellington, who
_assumed the purchase price of $100.00 fTae Church Lot had been donated in 1858
( "y %o the Church by P. S. Smith,
) !

<

e The present improvements were made possible by a donation of Colonel Will
. -6 -



% 'G..Avis, 3 R. N quens. Z 'I‘ Wellington and H.R.¥ills, Pastor ex officlo.

The Builder was C. V. MoMulty,
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