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e Faul Batstrom at Myra n Lincoln Cournty on July Lyth
was aoing ask Raymond some questions about earlier days in
L)
this county. He was bormn oan LE%7, has lived all his lite

around here, | belleve. ls that correct Rayvmond?

Ln hm. 1 .

Al
i
=

FE: Now your dad was the store keepse herse at Blacks brothers
Marchandize .
Fekie  He opened uap bhe stoes.,

FEs dnd they oatled haom Unots ally Blaok?

i
g
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Faaht . He s also & mainisher? (yveal ) Methodist™

I
o

A G ozal prsacher n ths Methodist Churoch.

K
n
ae

A started this churoch herse at Myea®

Foi {oowahd  Ysah. They started it hers.

F5 Ohe Um owell I was gaoing to ask mainly about the way people

ag

made their living and how they got by, ubh , things 1ike
that , but why not give a Tittle backaround on vour sarly

Tife? Dates=, uh, size of youwr family .  Just to...

Ti
o

Youw meEan my fabther's family™
FiSe Umm. yes.

FE s Gh but he had six childeen.

e
i
P

And which 1in order wars you?

RE I was the fourth ons.

R
Ui

And uh, whan you were garowing up hers did psople use cash
vEery much around hees?
Ry There wadn’t no gas herse when we first, not when 1 was

YOLMG .

RE
i

Natuwral gas?

o
e
as

Un Huh .

Rt
u
35

S0 people didn't have much way in making an income 1n cash?
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iy, wel 1 they worked tismbesr, sold tinber
Oy [ was talking about the timber with

day .  Mostly, when did the bigosst time

wh, happen™

Wty when my dad coms Lo this oountery,

the +irst work he oot into was hs wWas A
s Seamsterona Timber Company Looughedld

farmars woulad and ocut down the tiress and

vk

s ., Mads &m Cr s

For the railiroad? (un hahd Ho bhesy

the land™

Ohy yeah right there. Wadn't very many

they Just...

Just ast am oul and hew it out.

And then they’'d hauwl em atter they

railroad Lies...

i

Well, they had to ( crosshties)

i

i

@m made why they hawled em fto the market.yvou Enow,

callroad went wp Guyan VYalley.,

their on the railliroad to sell em.
That was about sarly 15007s,

Teah, along thers throwah thers.

Ywah, Ray Elkins was talking

ant to different (veah)

2o how much was a crosstis worbh™

Teaw I wouldn’t have any idea.

Tittle. I have no... [ don't...

(un huhl but any rate, Looughl

didn’t have very aood wagons and thinas,

that’'s the way they got thesir timbse out,

aot the block,

tims

They had fto heawl

Very Tittle
I really don't

the old farmesrs,

and thirmnas 1ike at.

Ray Elkins the othar
for cutting timbee,
and that

WSS

1894,

Dwyimg timber for

they go oul the
and Just haw out the
Fsmw am riaht there on

saw mills around,

b .y.

the

aot, whey had
when ths

them over

about the dates the railroad

towns coming souwkh +from Huntington.

Clauwghl very
Ernow what
theay

Bout seven or
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zight ties was all they could haul to a load Docowghl and
thaey wouldn't get very much +or en when they got em thers.
Waz thaey wusing mostly OX OF .. .00 moules?

Horses and wn hoesss and mul s, moshtly . We1 1 they usad somns
oxen too. I've ssen one time whaen the oas flelds was a

going on hare, there w

il

it

one man had & hoandesd voke ox.
thuh} Can you imagine that many ox?

He a he was working the (in the r ogas  1n the gas +i21d)
Madting pilpse to Tav ...

Hawling pipe and sverything. Whatever they had to haul .
Moving the rigs, ah vou had to move them vou know from place
to place, ah, to deill the wells and so on.

That wasn’'t Jason Pridemors?

Well, he did that kind & work atter bhe come along yeah, but,
it started beforse he oid .

Oh that’'s trus, yeah. Um Lcleared throatl well was people

mak ing gaetting paid in cash o in kind?

Oh they sold a ties, wall, th

HE

y aot cash huh.

Now was they raising tobacca up here vet by then...

Well a lTittle bit it it waden nothinmng. It didn’t amount to
much .  Tobacco waden a very big crop at that time [oouginl
cause they couwldn’t use very much tobacco on the faerm (yeahs
now they raissd corn and potatos and whsat and rye and
things like that. Because they could use that, naturally.
And some ot that they raised uh, had some surplus mavbe uh
traded it7

Oh yeah, they could sell &1l that, easy in that (veah).

Um when did yvouwr dad start the store? O (in 18%94) and

there wadn’t & store here befors that?

~)
)
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Well, ves it was, he bought out a little store, 175 in &

tTittle room about fourtesn by twelve by fourteen feet

maybe (oh) had a little old storse in it. He bouwaht that,
with the merchadisse that was in it.

Right hers in the same spobt™?

Right down thers, whers the stors 1s NowW. Cyealh) heh

i

iy

Leouahl that‘s whers they started, and then ths next yeaw,.
‘BE, they built a biggesr store buildimg. Him and my
granddad was partners in there. That’'s the ereason it said
W. F. Black and son.

Yeah. o uh, vour father came with his father (uh huako)
hers? Was your grandfather a presacher too?

No . No, but my areat grandfather was.

Methodist? (um hum? And this church was started in 1904
here at Myra?

Yeah, 19 an 4.

I remember that +rom when [ was going thers. {yzah)
Looughd.

Weall what would your fathsr and arandfathsr accept in trade
im, ah, produce, you know, from people...

Anything that you couwld sell . It didn't maks no ditferencs.
They'd trads +or anything. {unhi  They bouaght chickens, and
ggas, and any kind of produce vouw raised on the farm, well
they'd buy it.

And most of that got shipped out at Teast a little wavs or
did some of it Jjust recirculate (well 1 ) right here in
the neighborhood (most of it why, they, wherever they had a
demand for it, why that’'s where it went tod.

Now Ray Elkins said that his dad usad to get Myra eggs up in

uh, Mann ( Yy I thimk, (un huh) in Logan county (my dad) up
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on the raliroad (he use to ship an awtul lot of egas up to
-OQAaM .
At one bime, now belisve this or not, vou ever see Those old

woooEn

@

My TAa

ifi

g3 like vou use to have? (yeaah! About

20 dozan vou know? (yveah) One time the Island Cresk Cosl
Company shipped him a car load, a railroad cae Toad full ot
them empty crates. Lt g Mow yvou Just imagine [couahl when
they got am, browght em over hees o below BEranchland to a
Tittle Flagstop, and they gons ovsr there an wnloadsd em,
and stored emn in all kinds of buildings around there, courss
it take an awful lob of wasons Lo haal them thinas back. Ho
when they was a hauwling lToads from the railroad, Locoughl
Lheyv'd tie on a few of fthem egy cases on top, thers wadn’t
much weight to em, you know (um humi and bring them in (over
to Myra?). Yeah, bring them over en F1171 em up with sggs
and then haul sm back over there, ship em out.

You go the direct route over to, to Branchland? From...

Yo 9o riaht up Little Lawrsl, ah, down Two Mile, (unhil
course you comne in down what they call the shortened stop
(yeah) at that time. That’'s where they went to.

Ohy, yeah. So about what vear was that vou figurs that he
got such a big orderrere uh, sgg cartons?

Oh about along maybe in thes teens, sonewhers along theres.
And they wanted the sggs for their company storss? (yeah,
yeakh ) Izland Cresk Coal Company™ -(um hm)

Yeah shipped =2m up there to Island Creek Coal Company. #And
they, they scattered em out amongst their stores, you know?
(yaah) Yaaah .

Well Ray Elkins’ uncle was a store keeper up there, now he
had & private store and he was getting Myra [coushl sggs

there .
= 5



R Was he up abt Gilbert?

FS: Yeah, maybe in Mingo county, (yeah) fthat is. On up
further, yaah. Well that’s the kind of thing I'm
particularly, ['m interested in myself. How people got by
bhatore there was very mnuch cash. (yveahl Causz, yvou know &
Tot of that was on & btime lag. I mean 1t was vaoluntary,
when you would (am hmd) Fi11 yvouwr & F117 vouwr orders or pay
off ovour bhills, you know, an exchanas for what you'd
Frecaived, right? Did they carey psople on the books?

RE: Oh veah, Tots Tots and 1Tobts of sm.  Yeah they had an awtul

Tot of stwfd on the book. And Tost lots of it. (1 supposa)

Cocouah ]

o
i
ax

Mow some people would tuern over their Tand ubh if worst cams
to worst, 1 suppose, and thesn buy it back . Uh, and you had
gone 1and on yvouw hands sometimes.

RE: Oh my, dad dealt in Tand all the time he owned it. /At any
time nearly he’d own hald a dozen farms. {um himi He "o
trade Docoughl he'd buy a boundry a Tand that had a Tot of
timber omn it, an work the timber up, an fturn around an sell
the Tand to somsbody that wanted it f=2r a home, you know, a
A0 (Yemah™) Yeah. That’'s the way he dealt in it. He
Douwaht it and sold it.

FS:  Un huh.  When was the worst times when people was losing
+arms more, would ya say?  Were there any particul ar bad
timas™

RE: 0Oh I reckon they was, but I wasn’'t wadn’'t up on that very
much L__1 at that time.

FS: Was the de (couwah) was the depression the thirties a really

(that was a hard time, yeah) +for hanging on to...(that was

drought, you know, we had the drouaht and the depression all

G



0

Al the same ftima). Well, the 19230 (veah! drought, yeah,

tyeahl , ‘31 that want into (oh yeah, run over into 31 of
COUrSeE . They cail 1t the 1930 drought) . Yeah that winter
after 1t iz known fer uh peopls, mavbe even a few people
starving to death, but the Red Cross wasn’t aivin people
varty big a porbtions of relisd.

e

RE:  They wadn 't & wadn't a doing very much at that tims.

Fo:  Bub onoes uh the Deanocrats gobt in then the New Leal started,
then thers was cash being handed out . Mow that must have
chanaad how people uh arranged btheilir 1ives.

FE g I gusss it did to some exbent, veah.

FS:  IF they was working on the roads and getbting cash, 1ike
maybe asven 35 cesnts an howr, uh bthat was (well) a ot of
monsEy 1t you was a tarmer.

RE

Oh veah. Well now whan they built this graded road up the
river hers, it’'s paved rnow but, [clsared throatl they built
it Just a dirt and graded road vou know?

FE: Upper Mud River Road?

RE s Yeah, &ll this up through here. Well they could hire & man
with a team of horsss for sid dollars a day. &And he had to
furnish his own team, harness rie and sveryvihing.  But
that’'s when Lthey worked a dav, gobt six dollars fer it.

FS: When was that™

REB: Tha was when they was building that road along about

13,14,1%,146, along in throuwgh thers.

S Yeah . Right before World War [.

RB: Yes, I believe it was betore then, vesah.
FS: Well, then they paved it during the 1930s7% [couahl (well)

During the depression or...?

o
mi

Now, whan that there WFA come along they beat rock into it,

thaey was hauling rocks, (ah) but even that was done mostly
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H
i

with horse powser ancd man abor, therse wadn't no machinary
much to it. SHSes? (yvaah) They haul them rock out by the
team and dunped sn on the road, an then the WFA laborers
would go along and place em and beat 2m in, youw know (yzahi.
o that becams a good gravel road, thsn?

Wall, it becams a rock based road any way. {yezal )
Ay why owas bthoss nostly faroees? Working feer.. .7
Yeah, they was Jjust people Tived hsre in The neighborhood,
yialkt . {weah)

Now, your son Ray Gene had told me he thought farming went
downhill dwring the depression. Cymalk) But ., was the land,
was it mainly margainal land that pesoplie quit workina arnyway
() Tike Rill land that was eroding anyway, or what?

Well, I don’t knows as much to do with that. Yoo cowldn’t
make a living then, you had to move on, that was all. & lot
of the psople Lcouwahld then is like they are today, when you
talkad about work they didn't they, didn’t Tike it very

well . (ro) Claughl They Just didn't lTike that part of it.
Wall, of couwrse, 1f you're working the lTand one way youw Can
ruin ity I omean with the srosion. I+ vouw're planting corn
W evary yaar on the hillside it ain’t gonna hold the
topsoil (couah) B0, uwhm, that's one thing ve wondsred
about , whather whan they was passing out monsy, vyou know

for WA, whather mavbe that was helping to give the land a
rest, or whether it was mostly bad, well maybe it was good
for the land and bad for the people to uh, get hooked on
monay , and then (y=ah) onoce the war came along uh they’'d be
gone, | guess, to find a Jdob. And, uh, not here any more.
Well, when they was drilling gas wells in this country, you

didmn’t have to look fer a Job, there’'s somebody looking fer



K

0

RE

i

43}

me

RE 3

1

RE

ul

ax

vol.  And if o vouw wouldn 't work, why, vyou Just wouldn’'t work
(yaah) and i+ you was willing to work and make an out of
voursalf, there was a Job +er va.

And that started big around World War 17 (yveah) The tesns?
(Mlonga before then, too) uh, before that? ‘(yeah) Lp by
Yawkey?  Well, all around throwgh here.) Up here too?
(veakh ) Ok ay .

That was Griffithsville and Yawkey oil field they callsd
that. That’'s not a gas field, that was (ohr mostly oll.
Ywah. The gas is evenly distributed around the county
probably, an...

Oh, there’'s some gas in with it, of courss, but, they was

HH

dritling them walls for the o0il an not for the gas. {(vaah)
Yaah . Now, Ray Elkins was telling me about the pump they’'d
it went by gravity as tar as Hamlin uh, whesre FPacks Pips is
now, and there was the big pump that pushed (__  along
throwah, veah) yeah over to FEentucky somewhere he | ilgured
that was the only pumpinag station (yeah, riaht over throuah,
Branchland and throuwgh that a way) Teah .

Coouwahl  Yeah I been there a long timse. They laved a big
GAaB...1 ine from Hubbel 1, that’s Jjust above Branchland, yvou
krow . (Yeah ) Went right throwah this country and theowah
Haml in, over to ths Nye gas field.

Nye?

That’'s on route 34, clear over in thers. Lcouahl (ohy Had
a bhig pressure station over there, that pumped, kept the
prassure up on it, vou know. Locouwahl

That’d be the northern bit of Lincoln county, route 347

(veaah) Yaah .
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I wanted to ask yvou & little bit about the church, too. Ah,

of couwrs:2 they' re not doing too tremendous a business with

: thes

it

i

Hi

the congregation over bther days, uh that church ussd
to be full?

Um Hm. Yeah that was a big...

From the sarly (well 1) besginnings™

Thaere, there was & tims in hses bthat, that the

dernominations didn't fFight one obther very much. They 1ived

Well, I attsnded, whan [ was & Methodist here al Myra, |
wert up to the Cobbs Bnob Baptist (oh yeahs.

They do that a Tittle vet, I mean Lcoughl now, youw taks what
wa call the Church of Christ, they they won’'t associabte with
vou Lf youw're gonns abttend the Methodist Church. (k)
They'11 fight yvou right on down  Cocowshl.  They'11 have
nothing to do with vou.

And they/ re located in Hamiin®

Oh, all &11 over this, all over the county. Ysah. We have
the Methodist, and the RBaptist, and the Uhorch of Christ,
and the Mormons, that’'s fouwr bisgest ones throwah

hares, throwah this ocountry. (Mormons®)  Didn't wvou kErnow ws
have Mormons?  (nollr Ohy plenty of am.

Welt, good. Yeah, but thev/re a little diftferent (guite a
big differencs) Now, they cooperate with each other around
here (no) there just like anyone else around here.

Coouahl  They wouldn’t, ussed to be they wouldn’t have
nothing to do with na, nobody &lss, but a Mormon. (yeah) 1
mEan associating as a Christian (yveah) [ocoughl. But they

had, vou know they balieved in a man having as many wWives as

/5
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he could support, didn’t make no differencse how many he had.
(y2ah)

Now ong, I’'ve heard one theory, that when evervyvone was mores
or Tess equally poor, there weren’t, when thers weren’t the

big economic differences then, psople aot along bebtter in

i}

\

religion (yeah) . Ak, partly cause sveryone nesded evervone

if

lae, {(coughinal I don't know how that would oo betwssn
churches, but within a neighborbood, and thus within a
conareaation, vou depend on other people for help when vou
nasd (yeessah) help, and _ &an when people start depending on
cash instead of, vou know, work exchamnge and uh borrowing an
trading . Then it comes, becomes diftersent becauss of the
cash, vou Just buy whatever yvou nesd and vou don't nesd to
be as friendly. 1/ve hesard that. Bubt, I don’t know.

That‘d be a real interesting stuwly to ses how religious
values ars involved with the way, the way yvou make vour
living and evervthinag.

Mow, we had &, a Morman family here in ths neighborbood an
the old man Loouwghl would brag about how many times he’d
read the Bibls through. But when ya pinnad him down, ha

i it d besen

b
i
i
i

naver had read the old Bible a bit. (oh)
done away with it, wadn’d, didn’t amount fto anything

ANYMOre . (ohy He Just read the New Testament (oh) [coughl
and oh he, he had it way up thers, he’'d read it Tots of
times, veah. (Well that..) But, (bout one sixth as long as
the O1d Testamsnt, huh™) Yeah. Yeah, I, I asked him ons
time, I said, "did you ever, when your reading alomng in the
Bible there, find a, a verse that had a different meaning
then you thouwght it had? "No, no." L[couahl he said, "the

f

onlty thing when I read a verse, I could remember I'd read

——
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it before. "Well," I said, "yvou never did read it very

it

meh " . Coowahd That's guibte an 1ssue.

Yeah, yva see what vouw' re locking for [ guess. (yaah) I had
I've read the New Testament a few times, but last tinme 1 was
goina throwah one of the episties of Pau1,‘I saw sumpin I
Madrn’t noticed before, about the baptism of the dead. {Liim
hiim) Now the Mormons, do what they call the baptism of the
deway wall their relatives who passsed on, (yeah) they’'11 get
an baptised an saved, uh they figurs. I'd mever noticed

that , wh vouw know, it's there. §No one kEnows exactly what

Saint Faul was talking about, but, course the Mormons
figurs they know. (pul their msaning to 1t Yeabh . Um,
wall, would you say Myra now, this neighborhood is

cdepopul ated? There’'s fewer people around than ...

No, T wouldn’t say that. There more people, [ szpect,
around here than there ever was Locowghl (um) bubt there so
many difterent idees. Well, uh, we’ve got off old times a
Tittle bit here, Tet’'s ses. Uh. Anyikhing else you can
think of that owght to be mentionsd, the tobacoco mayvbe ought
a bhe mentionsed. Did yow father or yvou ever trade in
tobacoo, hers at the store?®

Mo. We never did. LDad never did raise a hill of tobacca,
no. He rented farms that did raise tobacoca on them, but,
the farmer raises tobacca, an sold it, an dad didn’t have
nothing to do with it.

Then, most tarmers had a 1ittle bit of tobacco, at Teast?
(Oh, vyeah, yveah, most of em.) For sale? (yeah) We was
starting to talk about tobacco. Now, you figurs most
farmears at least raised a little bit of tobacco?

Most of em did, yeah, way back there.

1)



FE: And they was able to continue when tha New Deal...? (Oh,
vaah, there wadn't nothing done to stop em.) I+ theaey had
their a uh acreage they were able to continue, able to gt &
brame (yaahy  MNow, ah, did the price go uﬁ? by youw think
people did better {from theie tobacoo?

Rize  Oh, as severvihing 21se went up, naturaliy it got a Tittle
better.

FE:  In the thirtiss?

RBz:  Um hm.

FGey Oh.  And um, I had some guestion about how how ooch timber

il

they would be able to float out on Mud River. Causes, it’
not a very big river. At lTeast these davs.

RE = You mean the f1ows out of hers?

K
Ul

Yah . TDown to some sawmill, well you had a sawnill here

though .

RE: Yeanh. Well ah, they use to drift lots of lTumber, of timbesr
down the river, that went right on clear down to
Barboursville. (Uh . On Mud eiver?) Well, yvou see Mud
river goss into a Guyan river down at Barbouwrsville.

FSe Oh. I ses, betore ah, reaching the Ohio?

Ri:  Yeah. Had to go into the Guyan river, you ses.

FS:  Yeah. 8So, ah, that Tumber, would Jjust Jjoin, that timber
would just Join with what was coming down the Guyan, an
they'd catoch it there at Guvandotte? (Yeah) Would the
boom...7?

RE: They had a big boom there an they’'d catch the timber, you

Enow, as it come down. An hawl it out up on the river bank,

to a mill. I don't quite know how they hauled it up, but

(yeah) 1 imagineg thesy had, more than likely hauled it, most

of it up by teams of soms kindf
| 2
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Uhm. Well did peopie put a branmd on their (obh,yeah) loas?
Cyv@ahl Was it companiss that was cutting up here, or
indiviual farmers...?

Most psople cut individually off their own land, you know.
But they 'd sell it to some company. AN that company woul o
have & man "takes it wup", as they callsd it. An they’'d brand
it, with their l1Tittle brand, yvou ses. Cvaahd

FAnd then they'd float 1t (un huan? on the river . bBut o youw'd
Mave to wait till & high watsr, right™

Well, they always in the spring of the ysar, there’'s wa

i

Tots of water, they would then way back there. (Um khm,y, I
BLUDPOSE A wwnl It wowld seem VTike that back there we would
frave floods, that we don’t have any more.

I remamber one in the 1970s, when a tew peopls got washed
out here.

Ohy, y=ah, once in a while.

But, wh, how mamny Togs couwld yvou put ftogether into a ratt on
the Mud River, hers?

Ohy they'd wouldn 't put too many, sight or ten, mavbs
twanty .

Side by =side?

Un humn. Yeah, mavbe it'd be two lengths, vou know, they'd
stagger em in tike that.

Yeah. Hum. Well, Ray Elkins was thinking maybe they don’t
@ab be able to put two big ones Jjust to keep it from rolling
you know and that was as wide as they would use on the Mud
River, but (Oh they used...) he cam2 here later, of course.
They was a whole 1ot more than that, put together. (Um hm)
Well, this used to be a bigger river, | guess. AL, well,

storekeeping, that’s real crucial 1n the lTocal economic
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lifa, that's why [ particularly wantsd to ask yvouw those
guastions about what pebp]e brouwght in an, uh, how they
manaasd to support themsslves. But, uh chickens and eags
were the biggest trade items that youw’'d accept, right?
Well, that, that was a, yveah, thsy'd do that. And hev,
listen, anything like that. [couwghl Then Tater on, why

1

thaey was a feiltow from Logan got to brina, ah, drive a truck
down through heers an gather up produce. Chims And e o by
all the chickens vou had, all the sgas, potatos, or anything
Tike at, that he could haul around without refrigerating.
(yealbiy Ywah. He had a, most of the time he had a teruack,
about a thres-guarter van I reckon, y2ah. He’'d haul a right
gmairt 1Toad of stuwfd in 1t (Oh, and where would he sell™?)
He, up to Logan, up there, ah, let’'s see, Amnherstdale, I
believe.

Um hm. Yesah. Acmherst Coal Company?  fumph)  and. .. (and he
was individually...) the town of Amherst?  (L..0ust a
merchant up there and has a store too. He bouwaht that stuff

"

arnd took it up thers and retailed ity Ubh.o Well,

s

Fiat was
almost 1ike competion, uh, with vouwr store here, exceptl
mavbhe yvou Jdidn’t want all, all that produce.

Un. Well he, he bought it from us, yvou sze.

Ohy I sse. You wers gathering points (yeah! rather than

L] I

I’"ve been, I believe over on Big Laurel, there’'s a store
back over there that got Tots of eggs and things. And I
besn up there with dad an taken a team and wagon an, an gat
a whole wagon load of =gg9s.

Um hm. (cough) And, uh, bring em down here?

r
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Bring em down herse an that fellec’d comne in with his truck

an 1oad em wp an take em right on. To Logan.

Marmy of em aet broke, then wagons...?
MNever had no complaints on that. (L ks

Well then, you told me once yvou ussd to haal wood by waaon
from Bluslick, that be up FPanther Branch, a mile up hsre,
why couple miles up Famnther Branch an, an, over into
Bluslick™

Bluelick, wall we never hawled very much over that a way.
Mow, dad had sawmill over on 5ix Mile. He done lobs of
sawmilling.

Ohy he was cutting over there?

Yeah, cuttina timber an everyihing.

Ywmah, Bluslick flows into Six Milte, that’'s wherse (yeah)
there talking about mavbe strip mining now. (yeah) Hops
they re just talking. But, uah, an then how would he dispossa
of the lumber once it was ocut up™

He had it sold. There was always the man from = When
e gotit in hers very much, he'd haul it down there an pile
it up by the railroad, an when he got a carioad worth enough

to ltosad a car, wall he’'d Just loaded it up. fum hind) Bub

that was mostly ties. (um Fim? Crossties.

fii
ift

Abhout when was that? Which decadse was he operating the saw
mill over there?

Oy well that was back in 1930 on up.

Un hunh. Well, it sounds Tike &ll kinds of activities, he
had his hand in & 1ot of things.

DRy yeah, we kept, everything kept a going.

Yeah. How many childrern did you and Frieda have?

Eight. (2ight™) Seven boys an a girl.

| (o
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Ohe Uk, Charlotte, who was here? Charlotte or Caroline®
Carol ines.

Daroline. She’s vouwr only girt?

Ll hosim .

oy

And, that was vour yvoungsst son that was hers the other day?

HH
]

He was hsre the obthsr day.
Yeakh .  Bit1%  (wnm hmy He ssemned pretiy younga. Ah...?

Moz a preacher now, he has a church over at Rio Grand,
: § "

i

Ohio.

Oy, Rio Grand. (um Rim)  Speslled like Rio Grand. (yeah) He
@xplainad that to me. {vesal ) Well, T was hoping this
church wouwld see revival , cowse [ ain’t done nothing to
halp it mayvbs, by being away.

Their gonna start ons the {first of the month.

Ok, good. tum hmi  Last time they did one they a it was
pretty good uh, (couah) what was that about, 1757

Um hm. (Was that the lTast™ I expect.

Yeah . CTE o T7&. Yeah, I hsard a lot of news of that.

Well, maybe 1 can geat down to, will it be in fthes svenings?

it

Hurh?

Fraaching in the svenings? Wil...it..8r...

Yeah. That’s ths only time, théy they don’t have none in
the morning.

During the weesek days?

11 the way throuwah, yveah.

Starting Auaust 1st?  (um hm) For a week?

Well , maybe two weeks. They (veah) they didm’t limit it at
the time. This to start the revival .

You know, another thing there’s alot of interest in, is the

homecomings, the, ah, the gatherings, the tamily gatherings,

)l
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startinag around this time a yvear. dAnbthropologists are
intesrested in those sorts of activitiss an what parts of the
family come an how the familiss are calculated, vou krnow as
to who's in the family and who's on the margin, or not in
the family. They have homscoming here at Myra anymors?

I, T don’t remember just what date that was set for it now.
Ly, Maybe I can +find __ e

Lm him. Tt s the chuweoh homecoming or & cemstary homsocoming?
Lrihy o It’s the churcoh.

Yeak Of good. Maybe 1 can gest to that. MNow, how Tong has
this been your homs place? Here at the mouth of & Band
lick™

Well, I was born down there where that otbher house is.
Right, at the corner wherse the store is?

Yeaah . (yeah) So, this has been my homs place all the time.
(urn huwnh) But, I moved into this houss in the spring of 19
an 24. (Oh, with vour own family then?) That's when I went
to housskesping, here. Just atter I was marrisd.

Y@ah. Well, whsn was this barm buwilt?

3

{ poabout a hundred an fifty vears

L

G0 . {om

fii

Betore your dad cams?

Oh yeah, Tong betors that.

Oh. Must be oak to last that long. (humh 2 Must be oak,
or it wouldn’t (most of it) Tast a bundred an fifty vears.
Most of it i1s oak. [couwahl Now that side there that built
out of Tumber, (yeah) my grandfather built that after he
moved here in 1%04, Lcouwahd  EBut the l1og part of it was the
old part.

I see. Yeah. Too bad they tore down that, ah, barn that

used to bs the howuse where Chuck Yeager was born.
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Who tore it down™

Well, peopls lTiving thers.

Yeah . Tors 1t down.

Yaeah, it shouwld of been a national monument or somathing. I
don’t know, i+ they (wsell) could fix it up looking nice
ancuah, it was leanineg pretty bad.

It it was besn rented arownd, ftore around, wsed for oa barn,
this that an the other. It ot pretty bad off.

I guess he only lived there a vear or somsthing anyway an
thern moved up toward Hamlin.

You mean the Ysagers? (y@ah s Ol they 1ived there, his
daddy—-in—-law lived there two or thres vears.

Oh. 1 sess. You remember him?

Oh veah. Yep.

You was arown up by the time he was born, I guess. (um him?}
Yeah. Well, he weote a little bit about Lincoln County, the
first chapter of his autobiography. {wveah, un hunbo The
Tate thirties, an the war, an then he was gons. (Ymah)
feah . What do vou remsmber abouwt him, anything in
particular, or youw Just rememnber Him....?

Well, they moved away from up here when hs was Just real
little. (y@ahs Coowahl They moved downtown an 1 never
bEnowsd nothinag about him, as a child 1ike that. Now, my
onldest boy went to high school with him. Cum b)) Cooughl
Mow, they knowed him. Oh, well we knowed the family all the
time, you know. But I mean I didn’t have no personal
acguaintance with him.

Yeah. Um, well, let’'s call it guits for the time being.

I711 have to think up more questions i+ I'm gonna, unless
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Maks srea-

can think of something that ought & be recorded about
Or local history. The strugele between the Republicans and
the Democrats, mayvbe. Loowahl

Naw, I don’t ever mnuss with Democrats noe Republicans.

Pon 't take no hand in their politics.

County politics, un hubn.

Un%  They Jjust... they ain’t nothing to it, they gest starbed
&M argumant , Just start an acgumesnt .

Yaah. Swre. Well of course there are a tew jobs to hand
out in bthe county. The patronsage .

Yeah . Loouwahd Well, if yvou're working +tor a Job, why i+
you put in that time trying to get something that’'s worth
somnathing, it’d be worth more to yvou. (rather than...) 14
one of them politicians put you in a place, work you a
couple of months, an they ses whare another man couwld bring
another vote in, they Just lay yvou off an put the other man
in. C[Inawdiable.l

Yeah. Riaht. Well, some psople do uh lcouwghl campaign in
order to get (oh yeah, yeah they do that) get a dob. Okay.

Well, let’'s stop {for the time being. [end of interviewl
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