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INTERVIEN BY Fe Be LAMBERT WITH MR. CARL RAYMOND VARNUM
October 27, 1939

Helen Hutchison

My grandfather, Moses Varnum, came to Marietta, Ohio, from Belfast, Maine about, e
He was of English Descent. His ancestors came from Dracutt, Englande They came here in 163Z
to Messachusettse George was the first to come over heres George Varnum is the original
Varnum in America., He came hsre with wife, Hannah, and his ochildren, Hannah and Samuel,au¢;€
settled in Ipswich, Mascachusetts about 1635, His grandsons, Thomes, John, and Joseph, lived
with their father on land in Dracutt, Massachusetts, bought by said Samuel in 1664 Dracutt
is now a »art of Lowell, Massachusettse It is believed that the Varnums came from " a
hamlet called Dracutt, supvosed to be in Walss®", but this can not be substantiateds From.
this, it is assumed that the family may be Welshe The original name mey be a confounding
of the names of Varnum and Farnume

From Massachusetts, my grandfathef went to Belfast, Maines His name was Mosese. Samuel
was a brother to Hannah and he had three sons, Thomas, John, and Josephe Joseph is my
ancestor; He was a father of John, Jr. John, Jr. was the father of my great grandfather,
Moses Varnum, who left Ipswich, Masse and went to Belfast, Maines. Ther; was where Moses
Varnum who ceme to Millersvort was borne He wus born August 27, 1784 and died October 20,
1865. Te married December 13, 1812 Sovhia Stacey, daughter of Colonel William Stacey of
the Revolutionary Ware. There were four of the Varnums under & brother-in-law by the name
of Colbrun in the Revolutionary Ware Sé¢AeR. descent from John Jre wihio served in the
Revolutionary Ware

John G. Varnum, son of my grandfather, drovmed in the Ohio River in 1847. A daughter
was Susan Stacey Varnume She married Thomes Turner, son of Joséph and Lucy Nowlan Turner,
of Shenandoah County; They made their home at Guyandotte in their early history., They later
settled at Crossroads, just south of Huntingtone They raised a large family., They had six
children. They are all dead,

Another son was Anselm who married Nency Ward. They nave a son living that is more than

.
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eighty years of ages He lives on a farm near Proetorville, Ohio on Buléah Lane back of
Buleah church at Rome. There was another son, Leander Varnum who married Angelina Colse
Mason who lived at Guyandotte witih the family of Gerard C. Ricketts. She came from
Virginia. Miss Mason was reared by the Ricketts family of Guyandotte. After her marriage
to Leander Varnum, they removed their abode to Miller, Ohio, where they conducted the 0ld
Center House Hotel for many yearse To & previous marriage there was a son born by the name
of George Meson who is the father of George As. Vermillion and Agusta McVey of Huntington,
West Virginiae To the later marriage of Leander Varnum, there were born three childrene
Three male child:en. Gerard, John, and Lsander, Jre

Back to the descents of Moses Varnum, we have Olando, born in 1824 and died in infancy.
Then came Sarah Ann Varnum, daughter of Moses. She was born in 1826 and married George
Drovn of Cabell County, West Virginiae They lived at Bowene No issue to this union. Mary
Ann Varnum, a daughter to Moese, married Jame Patterson and removed in 1849 to Missoun where

there descendants now are located throughout Arkanseas, Oklahoma, aﬁd Missouris The last

child of Moses Varnum was Moses, Jre He was March 6, 1833 and married Mary A. Darling of
Miller, Ohio, & daughter of Isaac Darling from New Hempshire. Issac was called Mﬁjor. He
moved from up their to Newvort, Connecticute Then he moved to a farm just above McCall Creek
He then moved to Millersporte

I still own the 100 acres of land that belonged to Isaac Darlinge

My grendfather, Moese Varnum, bought a farm near Miller, Ohio, at the mouth of Farrell
Creek in 1321 and brought his family by kwel boat from Rainbow, ten miles above Marietta,
to live at Millers:ort. He vi.s a boat builder. He had‘fol;owed boat building for meny
years on the Muskegon River, after being married to Sophie Stacey, wio was born in the old
block house at Mariettas They had gone there for protection égainst the Indianse

Je M. Varnum, who was a Brigadier-general under George Washington in the Revolutionary
Wear, was made Jjust of the Northwestern territary.  He was an attorney and was sent to
Marietta. The other Varnums merely followed over to Marietta. Judge Varnum died and was
buried in Marietta.

My father was born in 1833, and in the year of 1834,'grandfatner removed to Guyandotte
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West Virginia, with his family where they conducted a boat building yard on the east bank

" of the Guyan River the mouth, and also operated a saw mill and grist mille He built barges

for the purpose of running produce and merchandise down the Ohio River to where the goods
were to be sold and the boats sold at New Orleans, etce. Granfather Darling was three

yvears getting back from New Orleans one time. My grandfather Isaac Darling was married.and
lived at Newrort, Connecticut with his first wife, where she died without issue to our
knowledge.

My érandfather operated a saw mill at Guyandotte until the year 1848 when he sold his
holdings end moved back to Millersport to his farme All of his children except my fﬁther
were married while he lived at Guyandottes My father was married after the removal to
Miller, Ohio, where he met and married Miss Mary A. Darling who was twelve years younger than
hees To this marriage were born six children, four of whom are living today, three at
Huntington and one at Cambridge, Ohioe These children, according to their ages, are Mrse
Nancy Ae Thornburg, wife of Thomas Je Thornburg; Jennie L. Thornburg, wife of John Me
Thornburg, deceaseds They were the sons of John W. Thornburg; then came Carl R. Varnum,
myself, born February 14, 1880 and who married Nancy A. McComas, daughter of Stephen MoComas
of Lawirence County, Ohioj next came Louis Ce Varnum, who married Rille Reece, daughtef of

George Reece and sister to Roy Reece. They live at Cambridge, Ohioe



INTERVIEW BY Fo Beo LAMBERT WITH GEORGE VARNUM
October 27, 1939

Helen Hutchison

In 1788 Moses Varnum moved to Marietta, Ohio, from Massachusetts. Moses Varnum was a
cousin to James Mitchell Varnum who was a Major-general in the Revolutionary War, and they
came to Marietta about the same time. James Mitechell Varnum was appointed by Washington as
a first territoral judge of the Northwest territorye He was also the chief compiler of the
constitution of the state of Ohio, when it was made into a separate statees At that time
there was considerable talk of making Mre Varnum first governor of the state of Ohio in place
of General St. Clair who was appointed first governor of the state of Ohiocs James Mitochell
Varnum was a very prominent general in the Revolution, and was one of Washington's favorite
generalse He was a member of the organization called the Cincinnatil comprised of the officers
of Revolutlionary Ware It was a very exclusive clube At that time the members were required
to put in something like $1800. James Mitchell Varnum resided at Marietta until his death
which was in the early part of the 18th centﬁry and his tomb is there at Mariettae

Moses Vafnum was also in the Revolutione Moses was my great grandfathere He éet up
the first saw mill that was éver in operation at the head 6f Muskegon River at Marietta. He
operated this saw mill until 1812 at which time he moved to Guyandotte, West Virginia, and
set up what is thought to be the first saw mill that was set up in this side of the country,
near the mouth of the Guyandotte rivers I am told that he sawed all the old lumber that
went into all the old building in Guyandotte. I have a picture of Moses Varnum and his wife
of Millersport which you can zet when needede

Moses Varnum married Sophie Staocey, who was of old colonial stocke They are prominent
in Marietta to this daye. Moses Varnum lived at Guyandotte until 1821, at which time he
purchased 630 acres of land, river bottom land, at the mouth of Federal Creek just above
Millere Mre Varnum bought this land prinecipally for the virgin: timber that was on ite He
established a boat yard at Millere. His land fronted the Ohio River and the Federal Creek

ren through this lande He floated the timber down the creek. He cut the timber into wood
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1eﬁgths to be sold to the steamboats that‘opefaéed on the Ohio River, which used wood as a
fuele The milliwas also used to grind meal and feed.
J There was. handed down to me a story which I am sure is true and I have many times seen
the graves of two original Millers who were killed by the Indianse They are located thirty
steps from the Ohio River bank on the bank following Federal Creeke One time one of the old
original Miller women went out into the garden to dig some potatoes, and she had in her hand
a. short hoe. She was attaeocked from the thicket by an Indian close to the garden. She killed
the Indian with that hoe by a blow on the heade

Millersport was the original name of Miller, Ohio@ and went by that name for many yearse.
It was named éfter the original femily of Millers that settled there. They were amoﬁg the
first settlers, if not the firste The descendants of these Millers live there to this daye

One of the sons of Moses Varnum of Millersport was named Leander, Senior. He married
Aﬁgelina Cole Masone She was brought here from Virginia at twelve years of age by Dre
Gerard Co. Ricketts of Guyaﬁdotte. She married Geofge Mason first, who was drowned in the
Ohio Rivers Dre Gerard C. Ricketts was probably a relative of my grandfather. He died at
my grandfather's gt Millerport. He came from Virginia, Dr. Gerard Ricketts, and was the
original Ricketts that came heree. He brought my grandmother with hime She first married
George‘Maéon. She had oné child by that marriage. Georgees He married a Miller woman who
was the parents of Mrs. Guséie MeVey of Huntington, West Virginia and Mre. George Vermilliomy
and Miss Clara Mason of Miller, Ohioe |

Leander Varnum, Senior, was my grandfather and Leander Varnum, Jr., was my father. My
mother was Miss Anna M. Griffithe The Griffith family was alos an old family. They moved
from Scottown, Ohioe Andrew Griffith and Martha Griffith were my grandparents on my motherfs
sidees There were five children in our familye I was the first, George Griffith Varnum, born
January 15.‘1880 and married Miss Genona Burcham, daughter of Fleming Burcham of Lawrence
Countye. Nathaniel Burcham was my w?fe's great grandfather. He was a very distinguished
justicg of that timee He resided near Scottown and held his court there. There is a very
-%nteresting story coumnected with Natheniel Burchem as a justices

My grandmother Varnum was a;pibneer.ohurch wopker and dry leader in our community for

. " . ‘
meny yearse There was an orgenization of women that would never allow a saloon to be

B
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.established in Millersporte They had many difficulties in endorsing this determination
- ?nd hed many scrapes with local officials to prevent the establishment of saloons, but they
were always successfule The powers that be at that time were determined to locate a liquor
establishment near Millersport, so as they couldn't establish one within the town, they
estahlished one on a boat and tied it to the bank at Millerport: and commenced to dispense
_ their beverazes and caused a great disturbance in the comﬁunity.. My grendmother Varnum andr
some women took their axes and hatches and visited this boat one day and asked the man who
was aperating it, by the name of George Howard; to untie his boat and leave the community
and never come backe If he would do this, there would be nothing more saide He refused
to move his boat and wes going to continue to sell liquor to the people at Millersporte With
my grandmother in the legd with an axe they boarded the boat and demolished the pictures and
all the stock . of wet_godds end through it into the river. Mre Howard went before Justice of
the Peace Burcham and swore out a warrant for my grandmothef end all the rest of fhe women and
they were_oalled into court. My grendmother said that they held the court out under a large
oak treee The was a lgrge crowde Mro ﬁproham haed a large dinner already prepared. He
complimented the women for the work they had been doing and told them to continue that good
work and that he, as an officer of the law, would sténd behind them end defend them in every
way he coulde | |

My grandfather (great) Moses Senior donated the cemetery at Millersport which is
located in the valley immediately back of Millersport. It is one of the nicest cemeteries
. in the country. My great grandfather and greatgrandmoth on both sides are buried in that
cemetery., My grandpacents and my parents are also buried there; He also helped establish
the original Methodist church at Millervorte. Millersport was a well established shipving poinf
for many yearse It served th e whole surrounding countrye. Flat boats were built there and
loaded with produce and floated down the river to New Orleans, Cincinnait, and efc.

(Georze Mmson, Jre married Ophelia Sheppard.)

Leander Senior (Lon) Varnum, Moses Varnum, Jre. and Anselm Varnum were the sons of
:Mosés Varnum, Seniore. Aunt Sac was a daughter of Moses Varnume. She married Millard Drovm,

a school teacher, and moved to Beech Forke There was no issus to this union but they raised
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several childrene. At the present time, October 27, 1939, the only one living at Millersport

of the Varnum family is Anthony Varnum, son of Anselm Varnum, who lived on Carl Varnum's

)

farm below Millersvort, and is at this time about eight&wtwo years of agee Anthony Varnum
has a son located some place in Kentuckye The only other Varnum living at Millerspnort is my
sister, Mrse. Vivian Garland. She has one daughter named Myrtlee.

Among the early settlers were the following: The Millers, the Sheppards, the Nichols,
the Bakers, and the DeVoes. The DeVoes still have ;elatives here in Huntingtone Another
early family was the Blake family, the Holshuh, and the Knightse There also the Dil%i6ns,
the Chapmans, the McCowans, the Hays, the Lewis!, the Tréﬁhells, and the Clark familye
Captain Bill Knight was a steam boat owner and builder and oﬁned fleets of steam boatse
The Blake family was merchants and farmerse They owned thousands aores of land and operated
a branch businesse They were one of the first chain store people in the United Statess.

Before the virgin timber was cut out of the country, barrels and staves were manufactured
Barrels were for liguor, sorghum, flour, etce Another old settler was a ﬁEb;ﬁ?Z. Swartwood
family was a prominent onees Walls weré prominenf store keepers...The Swains were another
old familye The Told family was prominente The; Lynn family was prominente Ellen Lynn was
my aunt who married Ben Lynne She was a Griffith. The'McKnight family produced soﬁs pretty
good peoples John Mg;nigE; was the county treasurgr of L%frenoe‘gounty for many yearse

Lom_ Loz

‘I am a son of Leander Varmun, Jr. and a grendson of Leander Varnum, Senior. I am a great
grandson of .Moses Varnume I .22 the only male descendant of the Varnums at Millersport. I
have three sons to carry on the names I have four daughters alsoee Iy children are. Vernon
Ne Varnum, Gerard C. Varnum, George Ge Varnum, Jre. These are the three sons. The daughters
are Genevie P. Rice who married Edward Ricee. They live at Ironton. The next dauzhter is
Inez who married Doctor Henson at Hamlin, West Virginias, The next is Hazel Dean Varnum who
married Omar Ferriss, and they live at Ashland, Kentuckye. The three sons are all singde and
at homee Virginia Ann is at home and sindee

Some of the early teachers of the Millersport school was Robert Miller, son of Andrew

Miller. Another was Gerard C. Varnume Others were Emory Hay who was a prominent attorney of

Lawrence County. He studied law and got his degree and practiced law in Lawrence Countye.
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Ferry Dillion was also a school teacher. He brother also taught schoole Dave Ward and his
_ brother were also teacherse Originally they had a small school house in the valley in
/
Millersporte This was before my timee The original town was down next to the river and
the school house and the church were: down in the low part of the town. The floods disturbed

them and tore them upe They were then moved up on higher grounde

Na
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