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CIRCUIT JupGE TERMS OF COURT
EARL L. ABBOTT FIRST OF MARCH.JUNE

FINCASTLE ,va .
OCTCBER AND CECEMBER

OFFICE OF CLERK CIRCUIT COURT

Batetonrt Comty
FINCASTLE,VIRGINIA

ROBERT D. STONER, CLERK R.L. HOUSMAN, Dep CLERK
March 6, 1946.

Mr. ¥. b. Lambert,
Barboursville, W. Va,

Dear Sir:

We enclose you herewith a certified copy of the marriage bond
of Isaac Smith and Mary 1788.

Because 1 cannot positively say what is the name of Smith's
wife, I have made a tracing of the name for what it might be worth
to you. Mr. Kegley calls it Sewell. I cannot see that many loops
in it. A few years ago we sent our bonds to Richmond for indexing
and they interpreted it as Level. The more I look at it the less I
care to hazard a guess as to what it is.. The first letter is quite
definitely like the S in Isaac Smith's name, and I can find no "L"

for comparison.

Sorry I can't help you more, but I think the tracing will show
you what we are up against. We heve no provisions for photostating
and are not allowed to send a document out of the office without order

of Court.
Very truly yours,

A.
ﬁﬂ"‘w
Clerk.



N

f ot

KNOW all Men by these Presents That we Isaac Smith and Charles
Ellison are held and firmly bound unto the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia in the sum of Fifty Pounds Currency. To the Payment
whereof well and truely to be made, we do bind ourselves our
Heirs Executors and Admrs. jointly and severally firmly by
these Presents.

Sealed with our Seals and Dated this Twelfth Day of August 1783
& in the Seventh year of our Independence.

THE CCNDITICN of this Obligestion is such That WHEKEAS
there is a Marriage shortly intended to be had and solemnized
Between the above bound Isaac Smith and Mary Sevee  of this
Parish. If therefore there be no Lawfull cause to Obstruct
the said Marriage then this Obligation to be Void or else to re-

main in full Force and Virtue.

his .
Sealed & Dedivered in Isaac S S Smith (SEAL)
the Presence of mark
C Ellison (SEAL)

A copy - teste:

— IS5 2A TN Clerk
Circuit Court of botetourt County, Va.
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¥Mr. Clyde Anderson 7elluen,

Huntington, Vest Virginia,

Sometiue ago I was furnished with a copy of a letter
written by you to lirs.Dowdy, of 140 Drexel Avenus, San Antonio,

nce to the descendants of French Smith. irs.

[ 5]
(]
>
Ay}
6]
1
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ct
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e
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41 3 4 n 4
that it eont

\U

ined a 1ot of information about my ancestors vhich

I had oreviously known nothing of. I do not knov ehether my
sunt ever =ngwered jyour letter or not. She is very o0ld and

is not accustomed to writing. She is the sole survivor of twleve
sons end dsughters of ¥rench Suith end wife, Zlizabeth Smith, nee
Hector. Ly father's nawme vas Guy Freanch 3wuith. He was the
3014555t me mber of the Tamily. He was born in Gsudalupe County,
Texae, January 10, 1853, end died in Jasper County, Texas larch
20th, 1906. He lelt surviving him nly three sons, to-wit:

gomes edigon Smith, Lorvin Swith, and the vwriter. Nedison is

-

the eleest 2nd arvin the youngest. liadison lives here =nd

and Ziervin in Port Arthur Texas.,

er

e 8rle

m
ct

he only descendants
0f PTrench 3mith bearing the nare of Saith. "¢ are each wmarried.
Madison has no children. Ilervin has e son and a daughter, anwmed
2rxvin Herbert and liabel Lorene, respectively., I have only one
child, a daughter, named Gariand who 1s nineteen years of age.
French Sumith died in Guadalupe County, zexas in 1881, and

- I =



his midbv died in 1888, He wes torn in Virtinis on April 9,
18C9,, 1if I can remember correctly He only had four children
who msrried and leftn children--t%t-0 cons and tvo daughters.

If you do not have this information mmxxRELXY already I
will be pleased to give you all that I know of the tribe in this
scetion., I have never lived near the Suith branch of the family
since 1896, when my father moved from Uvalde County to this
county. PFrench Smith and his father settled in Guadalupe County
and quite a large family of his collatdrsl kindred live in thst
section of the State. I was born larch 22, 1882, vithin =2 aile

f vhere my grand-father settled in “uesdslupe County in 1836. iy

1

father vas also born on the 0ld homestead, vhickh nov is known as
the Darst Creek 0il field. Mrs.Dowdy end her sister's children
£f£11l own considerable acrezge out of the old homestead.

I heve an 0ld Daguerotype picture of French Smith which
I keep on my ofiice desk vhich I ©ill gladly scnd yjou to look at

=

or mske a copy of, if you so desire., It is the only picture of

charscter and a2 man of Kesn vit and intellectual endovzznts. He
R

was a "Iree lance"™ in politics, and & close friend and adwirer of

Genersl Saxz Houston. He was auontv the minority that vwsi

3 o < v 2 % ] ~ A 4 4 +
ebout the beginning of the e¢ivil war, in vhich he predicted that



I shall be pleased to hear from you, and to ansver any

questions that I can. I em ex¥pecially anxious t0 gev a line on

my relatives in that part of the country. I en,

= 45 %) s ewien g
Yours very *ruly,

(Signed) Garland Smith.

S
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and their Tather czume three or four years esarlier,
Izekisl was a .ir nrisoner and vas in captieity about
e

two years. He arrived home, nguinn,‘fGonzthe Sity of liexico

Hov. 25, 1844. 1 have = newe=-paper covy of a letter written his

wife from Wampico, ipr. 1843, vhich is very interesting, and well
written., Ee was sixty-three years old at the

-

He died in 1854, and his sife, Sssannsh Dingess, died in 1845,

d

She

n

vas seven jears nis senior,

My grandfather, Paris, was the first ilcalde of Sequin.
Mw——‘——~

vuring the days of the Republic, the Mayor, or Governor of 2 tovn,

e —

w28 designated t& the mexican title., He wes a Cov8rnment Survejor

in réxas, as he hsd been in Virzsinia and Iova.

You may not kunov, but Ezekial and cons, Faris and Dingess,
built the first log huts, or houses ia Burlington, Iowa, as did
Ezekial build the first houce in Princeton, 7. Ve.
%k you are correct in regard to Uncle Frénch having bea
Sam Houston's oononent FPrench was a brillisnt uzen, end nsd it
HOE—E;EE*gif;LQEEEEQ he could have uad a wonderful politicel ca-

S N

reer. ¥e va2s gs8id to have been the "brainiest" wasn in Texas at

— e i T TIN s et

this ftime.

¥ o - 4 4 T N A s b I S o~ ~ - e sy et % -
0f course thece brothers have long since pessed awsy: =2nd of

tnheir children, wrs.Dovwdy (Cousin inn Rliza), glone remalins of
Uncle French's family; che is eighty-one. 0f grendfather
Paris' fawily, the youngest child Jennie (iirs.Hagple): Shes is

fsiilies I have lost
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Uncle Dingess way have g son living, but ais yougest dau-

shter passed away receatly. I will go back to our grand

g
grand, grandfather, Peter Dingess,

I nave the record from the Fort of Entry at Philadelphia
end I find he landed on September 16, 1757, from Rotterdam,
ship "Brothers", Wm. Juir, Captain. Recently, at one of our
port cities, 1 went there on an austerdam vessel; and in an in-
teresting conversation with one of the officers, 1 found the name
"Diﬁﬁiiiixiif quite common in Folland.

four Cranduwother wrote me--and I also notice in ons of

your lettereg-- that Peter I died in 1600. 1In a letter 1 have

from my Great Grandmother to ner daughter, Paris' wife, she

(¢

says: "tell Poris his Grandfather is quite feeble". This let-

ter was vwritten in 1835, Are you sure she died in 18007 1If

vas he, he vwould have been then about ninety-five years of

e
<t
=1

aze. Bub porsibly she referred to Isase, who would have been  Whet/y,

“hos. Zmith and 2nhoebe Dunbvar? Phoebe's second husband was Wheo

he anderson name in the family. One

-
*
L
Lep
f&5]
(¢%]
FJ
w
O
g
)
&
o
Q
(0]
ct
@

record ssys Polly Dinress was 3Suith; the other, anderson.

s = £ ki 4 ~ 7 &% " A% e

Another gquestion: Tas it Dr.Peter who was s#a earl; Ameer-
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icar e¢ournalists Jome years szo, & youna girl friend studacat
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in the Class of Journalism in our 3tste University was attend-

til ehe caught the neome "Lingess" as being a successful journalist
P

arly ninebtzenth century. Zhe wrote to me, and I replied

reguesting her to interview her professor and send me data,



By that time, the Zrolessor saild 1t had pzseed our of his mind
and he could not recalil the source of nhis information,.
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Ve, you and I nhave & relative, Lrs. 20y Thomas, of Ever-

@
ct
<
~3
]
W
v
o)
o
t
<
<
B3
)
o
W

cendant of Dr.Peter singess who is now
W

touring the dast, snd sxpects o visit the Virginias,K I a2a sure
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should I hear frow her ggsain tefore she reaches your state 1
will rermind her 0i jyou. she has nsver lived in Virginia. OQkla-
homa is ner originzl state.

Give my love to your grandmother, vho is an own cousin to

my mother, Iell ner
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anpointed in that I did
not hear from her anymore.

On my next visit to Virginia I ghall certeainly vieit in

b boide o ~aa'l A s de o e 4 . 4 - 4 +- D A 41

letter vould atiesgt to the fect, from the lengbth of it, that
T g goorn AP R i AAT T o = : - P <

I s a garrglouws oid wouan; $0 nov 1 am going to close,

sién - ey = o AR e e o = (S
ould like tc¢ hear froam your..

Sincerely,

{ Signeld) (iirSeStuart) Corrie 7. Johnson.
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GARLAND SMITH
ATTORNEY AT LAW,
JASPER, TEXAS.

\.‘)_ 3

JANUARY 27, 1946,

MR. F. B. LAMBERT,
BARBOURSVILLE, V. VA.
DEAR MR.LAMBERT:

| AM DUE YOU AN APOLOGY FOR DELAYING SO LONG TO ANSWER
yOUR LETTER OF JANUAPY 3RD. | WAS ILL WHEN YOUR LETTER CAME, AND |
HAVE BEEN VERY BUSY IN THE OFFICE SINCE | CAME BACK TO WORK.

| HAD SOME CORRESPONDENCE WITH MR.CLYDE WELLMAN SOME
YEARS AGO AVOUT MY ANCESTORS. HE FUPNISHED ME MORE |INFORMATION ABOUT
FAMILY HISTORY THAN | KNEW ABOUT THEM, MYSELF.

MY FATHER, GUY FRENCH SMITH WAS THE YOUNGEST CHILD OF
FRENCH SMITH AND ELIZABETH HECTOR SMITH, HIS MOTHER HAVING BEEN A
HECTOR, MY GRANDFATHER SMITH WAS BRON IN VIRGINIA IN 1809 AND DIEL
IN GUADALOUPE COUNTY, TEXAS, IN 1881, ONE YEAR PRIOR TO MY BIRTH.
My FATHER WAS BORN JAN. 10, 1853 IN GUADALUPE COUNTY, AND DIED IN JAS-
PER COUNTY,TEXAS oN MarcH 30, 1906. My FATHER MOVED FROM GUADALUPE
COUNTY WHEN | WAS ONLY TWO YEARS OF AGE, AND | NEVER DID LEARN MUCH A-
BOUT HIS REMOTE ANCESTCRS, NOR EVEN ABOUT HIS NE:R RELATIVES, ASIDE
FROM HIS BROTHERS AND SISTFRS.,

EZEKIAL SMITH, | AM INFORMED, HAD FOUR SONS AND ONE D.
GHTER==GERTRUDE. THE SONS WERE PAR:S CHARLES, FRENCH AND DINGESS.

v MRs. H.H.VEINE

MORE INFORMTION ABOUT MY FAMILY THAN | CAN® | AM ENCLOSING TWO LETTE:

, OF SEQUIN, TEXAS , CAN GIVE YOU

WHICH | RECEIVED FROM MR« CLYDE A. YELLMAN IN 1932 WHICH WiLL GIVE YO!L
LOT OF INFORMATION THAT YOU MAY, OR MAY NOT ALREADY HAVE. PLEASE RE=~
TURN  THEM TO ME.

ALL OF FRENCH SMITH'S CHILDREN ARE NOW DEAD. A NUMBER

PA®1S SMITH'S DESCENDANTS LIVE IN, OR NEAR SEQUIN, TEXAS. FRENCH HAD
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FRENCH HAD THE FOLLOWING CHILDREN, WHO LIVED TO MATURITY?
| ==ALBERT GALLATIN SMITH, A SON, WHO NEVER MARRIED. DIED IN 1909,

2-=H1LLIAM ORGETRI SMITH i i ¥ - " 1916.

3==ASTYNIX SMITH " wHo DIED IN 1893 OrR 1894
HE HAS ONE DAUGHTER LIVING IN SAN ANTONIO, AND HAD ANOTHER, W A
LIVING IN KENNEDY, TEXAS SEVERAL YEARS AGO.

4~~ANDROM|CA, DAUGHTEP, WHO MAPRIED A TADLOGKs SHE HAD A SON=--

J«B.TADLOCK, WHO NOW LIVES IN GONZALES, TEXAS.
W WM

5-<ANN ELIZABETH, #HO MAPRIED DowpY. SHE HAD ONE SON. SHE, HE:
SON AND HUSBAND ARE ALL DEAD,

6-=GUY FRENCH SMITH==lY FATHER. HE LEFT THREE SONS--JAMES MADISON
SMITH, THE ELDEST, WHO DIED WITHOUT IS3SUE, IN 1839, Y YOUNGEST
BROTHER, MARVIN SMITH, LIVES IN PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS. '

| WOULD APPRECIATE ANY FURTHER INFORMATICN YOU COULD GIVE ME, AND

WILLING TC PAY YOU LIBERALLY, FOR IT.

IN 1938 A GRANITE MONUMENT WAS UNVEILED AT THE GRAVE OF EZEKIAL SM

IN SEQUIN, TEXAS, AS A HERO OF THE MEXICAN WAR: HE WAS ONE OF THE

NEIR PRISONERS WHO DREW A WHITE BEAN, AND GOT BACK TO TEXAS.

@W B i
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GONZALES, TEXAS.
OcToBER 27,

MR.GARLAND SMITH,
My DEAR COUSING
| SHALL HAVE TO ASK YOU TO EXCUSE MY NEGLECT IN RE=
TURNING THESE PAPERS SOONER. | BE.IEVE | HAVE A VE=Y GOOD EXCUSE:
FOR SOME WEEKS PAST MY HUSBAND HAS NOT BZE SO WELLJ Tt
THE OTHER HALF 1S, | HAVE JUST BEEN TOO LAZY TO CONCENTRATE ON LETTERS
WRITING, OTHER THAN TO MY CHILDREN, BUT | DO APPRECIATE YOUR SENDING
JH1S, AND THANK YOU. |
THE UNUSUAL PART OF MR. W'S ACCOUNT OF THE FAMILY HISTC
DummREmTT—
1S, | HAD SENT MUCH OF IT TO HIM. IN 1929 HE WROTE YOUR AUNT LIDA
. e Iy
(CousIN DAUGHT) TO US FOR SOME FAMILY HISTORY, PARTICULARLY AS REGARDS
THEIR LIFE AFTER LEAVING VIRGINIA. SHE SENT THE LETTER TO ME, AND |
TOOK OVER THE CORRESPONDENCE. |
As | WROTE You, | HAD BEEN IN THE VIRGINIAS IN 1927,
AND WAS IN QAKDALE AND VISITED THE .COUNTRY WHERE PETER'S WIFE wAS
k—-—&—w \“_w’
BURIED, COUSIN YILSON STRALEY, WHO IS MY GRAND=MOTHER, DORCAS' GREAT
e
NEPHEW HAD HAD THESE GRAVES RESTORED AND MARKERS PLACED. A FEW MILES
OUT FROM THIS LITTLE HAMLET IS THE HOUSE OF PETER'S SON, DR.PETER
e ————r e
DINGESS. A PART HAD BEEN TORN AWAY; WE TOOK A ''SNAP=SHOT' OF THE RE=
A

MAINDER, AND | BROUGHT AWAY A PIECE OF wWOOD FROM THE STAIR=WAY. A

COUSIN WAS WITH US FROM PRINCETON, A DAUGHTER OF NAPOLEON FRENCH.

My STRALEY RELATIONS, wHOM | VISITED IN '20 anD '27
LIVE WITHIN A BLOCK OF YOUR GRANDFATHER'S HOME PLACE; AND GREAT
GRANDFATHER EZEKIAL(S HOUSE HAD BEEN TORN DOWN ONLY TWO OR THREE YEARS
BEFORE MY VISIT IN 1920. HoOw MUCH | COULD TELl YOU OF THESE VISITS: T
ME IT WAS "HALLOWED GROUND". [N UNCLE FRENCH'S YARD WAS A WONDERFUL
SPRING #HICH, FOR MANY YEARS, SUPPLIED THE THEN, SMALL TOWN.

DID | WRITE YOU IN MY OTHER LETTER THAT | HAVE THE

SMITH=AND - ?
ITH-ANDERSON-DUNBAR PAPERS? I'saac SMmiTH,

EzEkIAL" .
-§~ L 8 FATHLR,



AND PoLLY (DINGESS) MUST HAVE BEEN BROTHER AND SISTER. |F SO, WE

WERE NEVER TOLD THAT E£ZEKI AND SUSANNAH WERE COUSINS.

YOu WiLL JUST HAVE TO COME TO GONZALES TO TALK ALL THIS
OVER.
1y TEG, H@!E'ﬁJgﬂlLD, 1§ _HousToN, TEXAS, VicToR., HE LIVES
AT_1818 Y. ALABAMA. HE IS LAND MAN IN THE FEDERAL LAND BANK. SOME
M
TIME, WHEN YOU ARE IN HOUSTON, WOULD BE GLAD FOR YOU TO SEE HIM.

THEN, TOO, MY DAUGHTER THERESA'S SON WALTER KLEIN, IS THERE. HE LIVES

AT #1528 MARYLAND: HE 1S WITH THE JILLARD BATTERY CO. BOTH FINE BOYS
OF COURSE.
| DID NOT GET TO GO TO SEQUIN. AM SORRY TO HAVE MISSED IT.
AGAIN THANKING YOU AND HOPING TO HEAR FROM YOU AGAIN, |
AM,
SINCERELY,

Your COUSIN,

(S16NED) CAPRIE JOHNSON.
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HUNTINGTON, WEST VIRGINIA

MARCH 21, 1932,

MR.GARLAND SMITH,
JASPER, TEXAS.
My DEAP MR. SMITHS
You MUST PARDON ME FOR THE DELAY IN ANSWERING YOUR

LETTER OF THE 9TH INST., IN WHICH YOU INQUIRED FOR SOME INFORMATION
REGARDING OUR MUTUAL ANCESTORS. TO BEGIN, | SHOULD TELL YOU wHO | AM:
MY FATHER, STILLLIVING AT 66, 1S ROBEPT VELLMAN, SON OF LABAN T.
"JELLMAN AND SARAH ANN (DINGESS) MWELLMAN. HIS MOTHER IS STILL LIVING
AT LOo3AN, Yo VA., IN HER 89TH YEAR. SHE IS THE DAUGHTER OF WILLIAM
ANDERSON DINGESS=~-WAS THE FIRPST WHITE CHILD BORN IN WHAT 1S NOW LOGAN
COUNTY, Y.VA.==BUT AT THE TIME OF HIS BIRTH, KANAWHA CO.,VIRG/AJA.
HE WAS BORN IN 1806. HIS WIFE GERTRUDE WAS HIS OWN FIRST COUSIN,
AND THE YOUNGEST CHILD OF, EZEKIAL SMITH'S FIVE CHILDREN WHICH CON-
SISTED OF FOUR BOYS AND ONE GIRLS., OSHE WAS BORN IN WHAT IS Now MERCE
COUNTY, #« VAe, BUT FORMERLY GILES COUNTY, VA. IN 1811. HER FOUR BRO-
THERS WERE PAPIs ( | BELIEVE THE ELDEST), DINGESS, ANDERSON AND
FRENCH, THE LAST OF WHOM WAS BORN IN 1809 IN GILES CounTy, VA. NEAR
THE PRESENT SITE OF PRINCETON, THE COUNTY SEAT OF MERCER COUNTY. IN
FACT, FRENCH SMITH GAVE MERCER COUNTY AT THE TIME OF ITS FORMATION,
THE LAND ON WHICH THE COUNTY SEAT OF PRINCETON WAS ESTABLISHED.

EZEKIAL SMITH WAS BORN IN 784, OoN NEW RIVERP, NEAR WHAT 1S

e Y GILES

NOW PEARISBUPG, VA. THE PRESENT COUNTY SEAT OF MERBZERR COUNTY. |T WAS
THEN MONTGOMERY COUNTY. THERE, HIS FATHER, |SAAC, HAD MIGRATED FROM
WHAT 1S NOow MNADISON COUNTY, VA.; BUT AT THE TIME IT WAS WITHIN THE
BOUNDARIES OF CULPEPPER COUNTY, VIRGINIA:. THEIR HOMES ON THE YESTERMN
SLOPES OF THE BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS REALLY A PART OF THE FAMOUS VALLEY

OF VIRGINIA, -|=
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| HAVE NEVER BEEN ABLE TO GO FARMHER BACK THAN ISAAC. THERE wes
SCORES OF SCHMIDTS OF GERMAN EXTRACTION WHO TRICKLED INTO THE SHEN=-
ANDOAH YKKKRX COUNTRY WHEN IT WAS BEING SETTLED, FROM EARLIER HABI=
TATIONS IN PENNSYLVANIA. THEY . EVENTUALLY BECAME KNOWN AS '"SMITHS'
| DON'T KNOW, BUT | FEEL THAT THE ORIGINAL NAME OF OWR SMITHS WAS
SCHMIDT.  THERE WERE SMITHS FROM THE TIDEWATER COUNTRY WHO WERE OF
ENGLISH EXTRACTION.

THE VALLEY OF VIRGINIA WAS SETTLED BETWEEN 1720 AND 1770, LARGEL
BY GERMANS COMING DOWN FROM PENNSYLVANIA.

EZEKIAL SMITH, YOUR GREAT GRAND-FATHER, AND MY GREAT GREAT-
GRANDFATHER, MARRIED SUSANNAH JINGESS, WHO WAS BORN IN |7Z¢’th THE
JAMES RIVER COUNTRY IN WHAT 1S NOW BOTTETOURT COUNTY, BUT THEN A PARI
OF '"AUGUSTA'"-=AS ALL NESTERN VIRGINIA WAS KNCOWN AT ONE TIME==#ITH THt
COUNTY SEAT AT STAUNTON, VA.  THUS, HIS WIFE WAS SEVEN YZARS OLDER
THAN EZEKIAL. SUSANNAH DINGESS, WHO MARRIED EZEKIAL IN 1801, WAS
THE DAUGHTER OF PETER DINGESS, AN IMMIGRANT FROM GERMANY WHO LANDED |
THE PORT OF PHILADELPHIA IN SEPTEMBER, 1751. HE WAS THIRTEEN YEARS
AT THE TIME; AND, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF HIMSELF AND AN UNKNOWN SISTE
H1S ENTIRE FAMILY WAS WIPED OUT BY SCURVY ON THE LONG VOYAGE FROM RO’
DAM, ON THE SHIP "BROTHERS", |

ZXEKIAL SMITH MIGRATED FROM LOGAN COUNTY, VA.I4r£N 1832, wiT
H1S THREE SONS, PARIS, ANDERSON, AND DINGESS. THEY WENT TO ZURLINGTC
lA., WHERE THEY BUILT THE FIRST LOG CABIN IN THAT TOWN. FRENCH SMI-
WJO MARRIED AN SLIZABETH HECTOR, A NATIVE OF GREENBRIER COUNTY, THIS
STATE, REMAINED IN MERCER COUNTY. HIS DAUGHTER QERTRUDE, ALREADY
MARRIED TO YILLIAM ANDERSON DINGESS, ALSO REMAINED IN THIS SECTION
TO TAKE UP A LARGE BOUNDARY OF LAND AROUND WHAT 15 nNOW DINGESS,
“le VAe, ONCE AN IMPORTANT COMMUNITY ALONG THE NORFOLK & JESTERN

RAILWAY. THEY ARE MY GREAT GRAND PARENTS.

X7
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THE SMITHS==FATHER AND THREE SONS-=REMAINED IN |OWA TERRITORY
UNTIL 1836 or 1837; THEN EZEKIAL, WITB DfNGESS AND ANDERSON, Fl=-
NALLY JOINED BY FRENCH MIGRATZD TO TEXAS AND SETTLED ON THE GUADALOUP!
RIVEP. PARIS, THE ELDEST SON, REMAINED IN BURLINGTON UNTIL 1840--T0
REJOIN HIS FAMILY N TEXAS THAT YEAR. PARIS SMITH WAS THE FIRST
ALCA DDE OF 3 , Now THE COUNTY SEAT OF GONZALES COUNTY, | BELIEVE,
EZEKIAL WAS CAPTURED BY A ROVING BAND OF SANTA ANNA'S MEN IN
1842, HE wAS ONE OF THE FAMOUS MEIR PRISONERS WHO WERE HELD CAPTIVE
IN MEX1CO UNTIL 1844, RETURNING AFTER WITHPSTANDING THE TERRIBLE
DECIMATION TO HIS SEQUIN HOME IN MNOVEMBER THAT YEAR. HIS WIFE DIED
THE FOLLOWING YEAR-=THAT 1S, IN 1845, HE LIVED UNTIL 1854,
E£ZEKIAL SMITH LEFT BEHIND IN ADDITION TO HIS DAUGHTER GERTRUDE
A NUMBER OF BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THIS SECTION WHOSE DESCENDANTS =U
INTO THE HUNDREDS AND ARE SCATTERED ALL OVER SOUTHERN VEST VIRGINIA A
EASTERN KENTUCKY AT THIS TIME. CNE'HIS BROTHERS=="/ILLIAM==ALSO MARRI.
ONE OF THE DINGESS GIRLS, ELIZABETH BY NAME. HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE
VIRPGINIA LEGISLATUPE FOR ¥XXRE FORTY YEARS. BENJAMIN, JAMES, AND
JOHN ALSO WERE BROTHERS. H1S SISTERS WERE, MARGARET, WHO MARRIED VA
TINE 2L0SS, A PIONZER FAMILY IN THIS SECTION WITH MANY PROMINENT DE=-
SCENDANTS IN THESE PARTS; AND MANEY, WHO MARRIED THOMAS FRANKLIN NAP
PETER DINGESS, YOUR GREAT=GREAT-GRANDFATHER THROUGH YOUR GRE
GRANDMOTHER SUSANNAH (DINGESS) SMITH, MARRIED A MARY SMITH. SHE WAS
THE DAUGHTER OF THOMAS SMITH, #HO MARRIED PHOEBE DUNBAR. PHOEBE MARF
A SECOND TIME--A MAN NAMED 7/ILL1AM ANDERSON. THUS THE NAME ANDERSON

IN THE FAMILY, WHICH | HAVE FOR PART OF MY NAME. IT IS SAID THAT

PETER DINGESS' WIFE, MARY SMITH, WAS A SISTER TO |SAAC SMITH THE FATH
iR it e —_—

OF EZEKIAL. | HAVE NOTHING AUTHORATIVE FOR THIS RELATION=SHI®; BUT

IF IT BE TRUE THEN THOMAS SMITH WOULD BE A STILL MORE REMOTE ANCESTOF

OF OURS'. PETER, AND MARY DINGESS ARE BURIED IN OAKDALE IN MERCE

& 3.
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RXOCOOOEOMMX  COUNTY, THE FORMRER DYING IN 1809. | HAVE A COPY OF
HIS WILL, AS PROBATED., Hi1s SONS WERE PETER, JOHN AND CHARLES.
CHARKES DIED IN 1835, NEVER HAVING MARRIED. | ALSO HAVE A COPY OF
HIS WiLtL, AS RECORDED IN GILES COUNTY. CNE OF HIS DAUGHTERS=-=
NANCY-=MARRIED JOHN BRIGHT, WHOSE SON WAS JOHN MORGAN BRIGHT, A FAMOU:
CONGRESSMAN FROM TENNESSEE FOR YEARS, BEING A PROMINENT FIGURE IN /ASt
TON, De C. IN THE "RECONSTRUCTION DAYS".

T wouLD SEEM THAT MrS.DoOwDY, YOUR AUNT AND MY GRANDMOTHER MRS.
LABAN T. 'WELLMAN, OF LoGAN  1.VA. AND A MRS.JENNITE HAPPLE OF GONZALES,
TEXAS, ARE THE ONLY_GRANDCHJLDREN OF EZEKIAL LIVING TODAY. MRS. HAP-
PLE 1S A DAUGHTER OF PARIS SMITH,

YOU SAY YOUR FATHER'S NAME WAS GUY FRENCH SMITH. THAT COMBINA=
TION RUNS ALL THROUGH THE DINGESS AND SMITH LINES IN THIS SECTION. SO
TIMES, THEY USE ONLY GUY OR FRENCH.

| HAVE AN ABUNDANCE OF INFORMATION ON THE FAMILY COMWECTIONS; BU
BELIEVE WHAT | HAVE WRITTEN WILL GIVE YOU!iSOME UNDER=STANDING OF THE
FAMILY BACK=GROUND., [F, AT ANY TIME IN THE FUTURE, YOU SHOULD DESIR
SOME SPECIFIC INFORMATION, JUST WRITE ME. JE ARE RUNNING IN THE
ADVE"TISER AT THE PRESENT TIME AN ABSTRACT OF THE EARLY R ECORDS OF
CABELL COUNTY, wHICH FROM 1809 UNTIL 1826 INCLUDED THE AREA NOW COM-
PRISING LOGAN COUNTY. EZEKIAL, BENJAMIN, HAMES AND JOHN, ALL BROTHE
AND SONS OF !SAAC SiMITH, APPEAR QUITE FREQUENT:; IN THESE RECORDS AS
HOLDING IMPORTANT TOUNTY OFFICES WITH BOTH THE CIVIL AND MILITIA ES=-
T.BLISHMENTS OF THE DAY. N FACT, !SAAC, wHOSE'DAUGHTER ARGABET
3L0SS, SPENT MOST OF HER LIFE==AND DIED WITHIN TEN MILES OF HUNTING=
TON, IS BURIED IN THE COUNTY. THERE IS A "SMITH CREEK" ABOUT TEN X
MILES FROM THE CITY, IN THE VICINITY OF ISAAC'S BURYING PLACE, AND |
SUSPECT IT WAS NAMED FOR HIM,

VERY SINCERELY YOURS,

(S1aNED) CLYDE R. VELLMAN.

A .
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HUNT INGTON, VEST VIRGINIA
JUNE 2, 1932,
MR«GARLAND SuITH,
JASPER, TEXAS.
'Y DERR MR.SMITH:

By THIS TIME YOU NO DOUBT, HAVE CONCLUDED THAT | AM A-
8OUT AS RUDE AND DISCOURTEOUS AS THEY MAKE THEM. | HAVE NO EXPLANA=-
TION TO MAKE FOR MY LONG DELAY IN ANSWERING YOUR LAST LETTER, ESCEPT 7
yP H-RE I YEST VIRGINIA WE HAVE BEEN IN THE MIDST OF ONE OF THE HOT-
TEST PRIMARIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE STATE; AND AS EDITOR OF THE DEMO-
CRATIC ORGAN IN THIS SECTION, ' HAD TO BE IN THE MXRISXXBK- THICK OF 17
~ YE HAD A LOCAL CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR WHOM THE ADVERTISZR WAS BACKING
WITH ALL ITS MIGHT, BUT THE "INTERESTS" RAN IN ANOTHER CANDIDATE WHO
DREW STRENGTH FROM OUR OWN, WITH THE RESULT THAT WE WERE LICKED TO A
FRAZZLE. /ITH THE FIELD BROKEN UP BY SIX CANDIDATES, THE '"POWERS THA"
BE'" PUT OVER THE MAN THEY DESIRED.

IN YOUR LETTER YOU SUGGESTED THAT | SEND YOU A BIT OF Pt
SONAL INFORMATION ABOUT MYSELF. 'ELL, | AM FORTY-ONE YEARS OLD, BORN
HERE IN HUNTINGTON, THE SON OF ROBERT L. /ELLMAN AND MARTHA /ALKER
YELLMAN. MY FATHER, THE SON OF LABAN T. YELLMAN AND ANN DINGESS JELL-
MAN, WAS BORN JAN.1,1866. &Y MOTHER, THE DAUGHTER OF NMATHEW AND
CATHERINE ''ALKER OF RICKBRIDGE TOUNTY, VA. WAS =ORN HERE JUNE 20, 1868.
BOTH PARENTS ARE LIVING, AS ARE ALL OF THEIR SEVEN CHILDREN, OF WHOM |
THE ELDEST. &Y MATERNAL GRAMDPARENTS ARE ..OTH DEAD. My GRAND=FATHER
JELLMAN DIED IN 1903, WHILE HIS WIDOW, MY GRANDMOTHER, THE DAUGHTER OF
“lILLt A ANDERSON DINGESS AND GERTRUDE SMITH DINGESS, STILL LIVES AND

MEKES YER HOME WITH HER Y OMGEST SON, SROVER C..JELLMAN, AT LOGAN,

YEST VA ;
'Y GRANDFATHERS, ON BOTH SIDES, FOUGHT IN THE CONFEDERAT

ARMY, SRANDFATHER JELLMAN BEING A LIEUTENANT IN THE SIXTEENTH VIRGINIA
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CAVALRY; AND MY GRANDFATHER YALKER FIGHTING WITH THE FIGHTH VIRGINXA
CAVALRY . MY GRANDMOTHER YELLMAN, STILL ALIVE, 1S THE MOTHER OF NINE
BOYS AND ONE GIRL, ALL OF WHOM ARE YET LIVING. MY FATHER AND HIS
TWIN BROTHER ANDERSONS ATE THE OLDEST OF THE CHIODREN, ALL HAVING BEE!
BORN AT THE OLD Y/ELLMAN SETTLEMENT ON B1G SANDY RIVER, IN YAYNE COUNT®
EST VIRGINIA,

| GRADUATED FROM MARSHALL COLLEGE IN 1908. FINISHED LAW AT
T-E UNIVERSITY OF YEST VIRGINIA IN 1912, BUT NEVER PRACTICED, BECAUSE
| WENT FOR A VAGABONDAGE TOUR OF THE 'YEST AS QUICKLY AS | waS OUT OF
SCHOOL AND BECAME IDENTIFIED WITH THE NEWSPAPER GAME: |T WAS MORE TO
MY LIKING THAN LAW, AND | HAVE BEEN IN THE GAME EVER SINCE.A AT ONE
TIME | WAS AN ASSOCIATE ZDITOR OF THE CLEVELAND NEWS, AND LATER
SERVED WITH THE CLEVELAND LEADER. | HAVE BEEN EDITOR OF THE ADVERTI-
SER  SINCE THE FALL OF 1920, TAKING UP MY DUTIES IN THE MIDST OF THE
JAMES M. COX CAMPAIGN AND THE EPIC FIGHT FOR THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS.
IN MY ROVING | DID NOT TOUCH TEXAS, BUT SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME IN THt
FOLLOWING STATES: MINNESOTA, NORTH DAKOTA, MONTANA, |DAHO, OREGON,
CALIFORNIA, NEw MEX!1CO, AND ARIZONA. THE ONLY TIME | WAS EVER IN
TEXAS WAS TO ATTEND THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION IN HOUSTON,
IN 1928. THERE IT WAS MY HAPPY EXPERIENCE TO RENEW AN ACQUAINTANCESH,
ALMOST FORGOTTEN THROUGH TWENTY=TWO YEARS, WITH MRS ALBERT OSTERLING«
SHE wAS A MAPTHA ALLEN, OF NEW YORK STATE #HOM | MET WHILE WE WERE
BOTH STUDENTS AT MARSHALL. OSHE HAD GONE WITH HER FATHER, AN OIL MAN,
[HTO THE SOUR LAKE TOUNTRY HWND | HAD LOST ALL TRACK OF HER. OSHE CAL!
ME AT THE LAMAR HOTEL WHEN SHE SAW MY NAME AS ONE FROM VEST VIRGINIA
ATTEDING THE CONVENTION. ALBERT AND HIS VIFE HAD ME ASTHEIR GUESTS
FOR A DAY AT GALVESTON, WHERE | MET ANOTHER BROTHER--JOHN. THEY ALL
APPEARED TO BE MUCH INVOLVED IN COTTCN, REAL ESTATE, CATTLE, OIL, AND
SHIPPING AT THE TIME; BUT | HAVE SINCE LEARNED THAT THEY HAD GREAT

FINANCIAL REVERSES WHICH HIT THE GOERNOR ESPECIALLY HARD.

25, "
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IN 1915 | MARRIED ¥ 1S5S MARY VIRGINIA YERTH, DAUGHTER OF
JOHN AND CORrRA MINTER VYERTH, NATIVES OF HENRY COUNTY, VIRGINIA., E
HAVE TWO DHILDREN, THE ELDEST BEING BETTY GENE, NOW THIRTEEN, AND MARY
CLEANOR, WHO ILL BE FOUR NEXT MONTH.
UNDER SEPARATE COVER | AM RETURNING THE VOLUME OF TEXAS HIS-
TORY #HICH OU SENT ME. THE CHAPTER DEALING WITH THE ILL-FATED MIER
EXPEDITION WAS READ WITH INTEREST. | AM ENCLOSING A FEATURE STORY TA
FRO THE SAN ANTONIO LXPRESS CONCERNING THE SAME EXPEDITION, WHICH YoU
MAY KEEP. |T WAS SENT ME BY SOME OF OUR MUTUAL RELATIVES IN GONZALES.
| WAS GLAD TO LEARN THAT YOU CONTEMPLATE A TRIP THROUGH THE
\IRGINIAS., | WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT ~ SINCERE AND CORDIAL WELCOME
ANAITS YOU AT THE ELLMAN HOUSEHOLD.
TRUSTING YOU WILL FORGIVE ME FOR ALL DISCOURTESY AND SEEMIN
INDIFFERENCE, | BEG TO REMAIN,
VERY SINCERELY YOURS,
(S1GNED) CLYDE A. YELLMAN.
P.Se | UUST DUG UP A PAGE FROM A RECENT SUNDAY EDITION WHICH INCLUDES
A PICTURE FROM WHICH YOU MAY GAIN SOME IDEA OF WHAT KIND OF

LOOK ING FELLOYW | AMa
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