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Mrs. Linda Anne Euwan, a former Marshall University faculty member and John Taylor’s wife,
donated this collection to the Special Collections Department of the Morrow Library in 2012.

Scope and Content

Mr. Taylor is an attorney from Charleston, WV that fought for the legal and labor rights
of workers across the United States. The majority of the people that Taylor represented were
members of unions, including both the United Auto Workers [UAW] and the United Mine
Workers of America [UMWA]. Taylor’s clients fought to secure access to health benefits and the
improvement of working conditions. A large portion of the collection centers on Black Lung
cases in West Virginia. In 1982, Taylor and his colleagues organized a group of clients to travel
to Washington, D.C. in order to attend the Black Lung Lobby.

The most important case that Taylor was involved with focused on former UMWA
presidential candidate Fred Carter. Carter, a sixty-one year old resident of Kimberly, WV, was
charged with impersonating a federal officer and illegally accepting money from Black Lung
claimants. The former Black Lung activist was indicted in August of 1982 and faced a maximum
sentence of eleven years in prison and a fine of approximately $11,000.

The materials contained in this collection are primarily personal notes and research
pertaining to Taylor's cases, correspondence between his clients and office, newspaper articles,
memorandums, meeting agendas, and travel receipts. Various documents, including flyers,
placards, broadsides, and newsletters, relate to both labor and environmental organizations.



Folder List
Box 1:

Series 1- Environment

Folder 1- People’s Appalachia Publications, 1970-1972

Folder 2- Ohio Valley Environment Coalition, 1999-2005

Folder 3- Arthurdale, 1992-?

Folder 4- Miscellaneous, 1996-1997

Series 2- Race Relations
Folder 1- United National Conference on Racism, 1972
Series 3- Case Briefs

Folder 1- Misc., 1964-1982

Folder 2- Misc., 1964-1982

Folder 3- Misc., 1964-1982

Folder 4- Misc., 1964-1982

Series 4- Auto Workers Movement

Folder 1- UAW Convention, 1972

Folder 2- UAW Personal Notes, 1971

Folder 3- UAW Personal Notes, 1972

Folder 4- UAW Correspondence and Broadsides, 1968- 1974

Folder 5- Motor City Labor League Misc., 1970-1972

Folder 6 Motor City Labor League Newsletters and Reports, 1971-1972

Folder 7- Organizing the Unemployed, 1972-1973

Folder 8- Ford, 1972-1974

Folder 9- Chrysler, 1972-1974

Folder 10- Political Parties and Labor Movements, 1972-1973
Box 3 Folder 11- Workers Power Publications, 1972 (Physically located in Box 3)
Box 3 Folder 12- Related Newspapers, 1972 (Physically located in Box 3)

Series 5- United Mine Workers of America

Box 1 Folder 1- UMWA Journals, 1982

Folder 2- Case Briefs, 1977-1982

Folder 3- Campaign Printing Estimates, 1982



Box 2:

Folder 4- Election, 1982

Folder 5- Nomination Meetings and Cards, June 1982

Folder 6, Nomination and Meetings, July 1982

Series 6- Black Lung

Folder 1- Lobby Trip, 1989

Folder 2- Trip Correspondence, 1989

Folder 3- Trip Payments and Donations, 1989

Folder 4- Trip Information, 1989

Folder 5- Coal Miners Political Action Committee Legislative Conference, 1986

Folder 6- Upper and Lower Kanawha Valley Black Lung and Disabled Workers
Association Photographs, (?)

Folder 7- Upper and Lower Kanawha Valley Black Lung and Disabled Workers
Association Internal Operations, 1987-1991

Folder 8- Upper and Lower Kanawha Valley Black Lung and Disabled Workers
Association, Miscellaneous Chapter Meeting Flyers, 1987

Folder 9- Upper and Lower Kanawha Valley Black Lung and Disabled Workers
Association, Correspondence, 1973-1989

Folder 10- Upper and Lower Kanawha Valley Black Lung and Disabled Workers
Association, Meeting Flyers, 1985-1989

Folder 11- Dissertation, 1970s(?)

Folder 12- Newspaper Articles, 1971-1984

Folder 13- Litigation, 1987

Folder 14- Fred Carter, Litigations, 1982?-1985?

Series 7- Fred Carter
Folder 1 United Mine Workers of America, 1982-1983
Folder 2- Defense Committee, 1982-1983
Folder 3- Court Case, 1982-1984
Folder 4- Grand Jury Proceedings, 1982-1984
Folder 5- Post Trial Motions, 1982
Folder 6- Motion for Immediate Release, 1984
Folder 7- Civil Action (Fred Carter v. Donald Taylor), 1982



Box 2
Box 3

Box 4

Folder 8- Motion for Preliminary Injunction, 1982

Folder 9- Tactical Notes, 1982

Folder 10- S. Breskin Testimony, 1980-?

Folder 11- Information to be Discussed between Taylor and Carter, 1976-1984
Folder 12- Notice of Appearance, 1984

Folder 13- Related Case Briefs, 1972-1980

Folder 14- Petition for a Writ of Habeas Corpus and Motion to Modify Sent.,
1983? Folder 15- Related Black Lung Cases, 1989-1999

Folder 16- Notes on Fred’s Witnesses, 1982

Folder 17- Motion to Rescue Carl Harris, 1982-1984

Folder 18- Carter Elliott, Charles Angell, and Daisy Backus, 1979-1982
Folder 19- Motions, 1982-1983

Folder 20- Motions, 1982-1983

Folder 21- Motion to Dismiss Counts 1-14 of Indictment, 1982-1983
Folder 22- Subpoenas, 1983

Folder 23- Appeal, ?

Folder 24- Jury Instructions, 1982-1983

Folder 25- General Discovery, 1982

Folder 26- Public Awareness Documents, 1982-1983?

Folder 27- Court Affidavits, Motions, and Memos, 1982-1983

Folder 28- Court Preparation, 1983

Folder 29-Flyers and Public Information, 1983

Folder 30— Support Petitions, 1982-?

Folder 31- Letters to Judge in Support of Innocence, 1982-1983

Folder 32—Miscellaneous State Statutes

Folder 33— Count 16 Duplicitous, 1983

Folder 34— Personal Notes, Jan. 1983

Folder 35— Personal Notes, June 1979-May 1983

Folder 36— Personal Notes, May 1983-July 1983

Folder 37— Personal Notes, Undated

Series 8 Miscellaneous

Folder 1- 1982-2007
4 CDs, collectively containing a 14 session oral history with John Taylor

Series 9- Various Artwork and Photographs
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