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Childrens

f ngha?ghBible recofds. No picture so far as I know. Martin

' KELCHOR MERRITT. By John Merritt;
e , March 22, 1941,

narried Lucy Maloney, Hinton. W. Va. May have Bible

1. Mahala, married Wm.H.Douglas. They did live in Poor's Hill,

near the new school. It wes an oli, two story frame, Stooe

100 to 300 feet west of school. Their children are 2ll dead

but Mattie, who married first, E.K.Shepherd, of Barboursville;

second, Jos, Hinchman, who married 'innie Adanms,

Children: liattie Coda, Alberta, and Robert. Cora married Ed

Yates. Livel at lajor licXendree farm. She died t here. She was

a vesutiful girl. He is living. Alberta, single, Died.

Rotert died single,

2+ Mary married Vm. Merritt. Lived up Blake Hollow. Their chiliren

1. Cassius, married Jennie Blake. Two children:

Q)

3.

Angie, born i885, Died Feb,.28,1897; died
young,

Lee, born about 1887; died July 3, 1903.

Cossius died 1929,

Jennie died Dec.4, 1209, She was the daughter of

Isaac B.
Joseph. Xarried first H=ttie Burge. Divorced irn about
two yvears. Sever2l vears she rarried Lygurzas Hond-
ley. No children. arried second, Zlizavetnr Shepheri,
Born at Rush, Boyd Co., Ky. Children: kddie,

Blanche, Charles, Laura, Ezrry and Ilary, iddie and

@

¥ lanche are dead, H-rry and Laurz live at l.ontzomery.
Charles lives on farm.

OIQa, marfied ﬁm.'Baumgardher; son of John 3; Béumgard
ner (Fdtty) who sold vhiskey at hotel.

-l-




7=

Childrer,t“

#;@ 1. Florence, married Blza Willis. They live on Charleston
(T 71 Avenue.
2, Mary, died young
5, John, marriedé - 2 €8s Lives in this city
4, Craven, married Lives in the city.
Vim,Bzumgardner died, and Olga‘married Marion Swann, son of
Ben Swann, Mayor swann is a son,
4, William R, (Will) Died pingle, at about 64, in 1927, He
had no homes died at Joe's. Aﬁove is all the family.
3, Joseph Allen: Record already on cards,
4, Hattie married, first Bax¥er Anderson, of Rockbridge
County, Va., There were two children:
Coma, who died young, at about 8 years; ‘
Winnie, born July 1, 1873: died Nov.4, 1903,
She married James C, Thacker, 2nd they had two
Children: Forest, married
Garnet, marrisd Ym.Sne=2d. Both live in
Charleston, Jas. T. came from Kentucky
Hattie Anderson married second, JamesicClung. They liv-
he Ferrell house on Water Street, beyond 3lume's store (a
vell was on the corner) There vere no children. I'~rried third, Geo
iZcComas, Jiﬁ's father, Both dead. '
Se Thomas, married Jennie Doss. I have record. Ilolly mar-
ried Bdrrundss. They live near East Hicgh School,
Walter lives at Belle, W.Va,
Newton lives at Russell, Ky.
6, Emily married James ¥. Adams,
7. Nannie, married John H., Holroyd. Was torn abcut 1349;

died 1908, Two childrens
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1. fhos. Flmer, not married, Born 1869; died Nov.27,1904,

2, Ol1iie, married_Jim_Thacke;. $h¢.was‘porn Oct.}7,1§72; \
dying Aug, 19{_1809. ﬁeAdied in 1930,”at_thejvge of
70 years., Ollie had one son, James, who married_
Alice Adkins, daughter of Ras and lives with.Mrs.
Ras Adk1ns, Bﬂrboursv111e, I think.

8. Martha, married Marshall Stewart. Lived at Rush.Ky. A
large femily. Frank (J.F.) Stewart, an attorney,
lives in Ashland. Prominent,

Melchor lerritt was a Baptist preacher. He lived in an old houe e

about 1/2 mile east of Barboursville, on Iiain turnpike, on the
left, going east. The C & O doible tracked and moved it to other
side of reilroad and.pike. It soon burned down. It was a large,
two story frame, Geo.D.Perry bought the fafm. He sold it for 2
trick yard. They still‘own it, the corpany. Bob Kyle was the first
Superintendant. The one up Guyan was the oldest, built in 1903,
The above was built about 1917,

fettie Anderson owned atout 80 acres includirz the " rick yard
over to Blazke school and adjoining Jes. A, llerritt. She kent

house there. Lincoln timker men came dovn Xud, and Suyan tim-

e

n

o]

ter men from Logan went btack, walking upn Blske Hollow, snd cstayed
with her. They came Yty way of Zlake Hollow, 1lill Branch, across to

i1l Branch school, and follcwed the nike., Later, she kept in the

’-J

-

¥, Ferrell house, on ¥Water St.

After passinz brick yard, there was a two-story frame house,
owned ty Aunt Peggy Hodge, wife of iizmtthew Lusher. She was ilarga-
ret Blake , sister to Isaac, and John VW.Blake, who lived mostly,

in In ianapolis. He was Ike's only brother, and was a carpenter.

z
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... Margar® Lusher married,sscond, Charles Hodge (said to have col-
(") ored_bloqd),_Sh} had_qnly one son, Charles Hodge, who married Mary
Suiter, a school teacher. She came from Ohio; and lives in Barbours-
ville yet--on the corner, this die of Ray Toler,
llargaret and Matthew had James M. (Bub) Lusher, who married,
first, Fanny Strupe, mother of John and Bill Strupe, and a daughter
who married Otto Guthfie. F-nny and James }I, Lusher were divorced;
and he married, second, Thomas, on Big Fudge. There was one son
only,_called "Bub". He runs a store btelow Susanna church.
2. ¥atthew Lusher, Jr. (Coon) married Louisa Le Sage. Insane,
Childrent:
Bessie, married John Adams (no kin here)., Lives 1700 on
Dalton Ave. (Cor. house).
Clyde, a R. R, man (See family).
e Tolliver Lusher, mzrried Hurd, Lives with his children
Now with Grace, at Ashland.
4, Sarah, married Vm.H,Seamonds, father of George S., James Hat-
field's wife Jack, Willie Rendolzh, 2¢. Lena married Vm,
Tinsleys they separated,
5, 1l0llie Lusher, married Gibson. Lived ir Covirgton
Ky. "Peggy" Hodge lived across llud River, above Ilnllery's
{a ford and John boat crossing, hewed out cf, noplar, =2nd be-
longed to her. Pe~zv Hodge owned it, then Charles Allen, her sonj; ke
tnen Charles A, Hodge sold to Jim Thacker (107) acres); Thacker
sold to Henry J. Baumbardner, wjo lived on it., All zbove lived on it.
Henry Baumgardner sold to W.F.Ferrell 1901. Jarrell to Anthony
(° Kuhn, He ovns vart of it. He divided it. Several of his children

i
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'rlive on it, yet.

§ JoseppAﬁ, Merritt built next house where I now live, in
1871, and‘he }ived and.diedrin'the semerhouse, ?repared firsf
meal in it. It is a five room, one story, with porches, cut nails,
and old fashioned weather boarding. There is a cellar under the
house, o

Vm, H, Segmonds lived above Jos. A, Merritt's house in
Rece's Creek, about 1/2 mile.

Joseph Merritt, trother to.Cassius built above the Sea-
monds house in 1894 (Bert Smith, a carpenter, bﬁilt it, and @also
Bill Hash's house just over the ridge (Tom*'s Creek ridge road)
E.W,Blume owned the farm. Jos. A. Merritt also owned 24 acres a-
bove the Seamond's farm and joining the Tom Edwards (old Watson
place), on east. A house stood on it, owned at one time by Isaac
Thompson, who died June 1, 1896, He was born Oct,16, 1838 (Same
day‘;s Jos. A.'Merritt and Sam.Gideon). Sam sometimes came up to
celebtrate, ﬁe had two sons and a daughter, Jarmes 2icClellan T.,
and %ilson and llinnie, vho msrried Vm.,Abbott, s 2dzughter of James
and Poll Abbott. I don't know eny more of him. The cld house stood
on old nike 2tout a quarter mile dbdve the juncticn of Rece Creek
road and James River pike, znd on Rece Cr=ek side., It was a g2oo0d,
three room loz house, with loft uvatirs. After Ike's death llcClel-
lan Thompson lived there. All are dead. )

We next cross to others of the old vpike. Hiram G, Zurgess
lives there now--a csmall, three room Jenny Lind house, James Niops,

a brother to Morris and George Nipvns "lived George lives yet,

on Big Cabell, George Thornburg owned it at that time. It has since

been owned by Eli jah Adkins, who lived there, but couldn't pay



fér it. George'T{_tgpk‘it back and sold to Sam.Brown,.Who>Iived
there, a C_& 0. engineer who lived there several years, His wife,
after his death, sold to Hiram Burgess,

The Jim Jov vnlace once belonged to joseph C. Kilgore. It
was solf for debt in 1892, and Jim Joy bought it for $1100,00. Joe
olgore lived a long time in the Jim Joy house: his wife was a rela
tive of Alex. Everett's mother; After Jim's death Richard {Dick)
¥2llory, Claude Xiller and Hal Beckett touzht it for swuecula-
tion. “Howard Schoew now ovns ity he lives there, now,.

We next come to the Sophia Peyvton, @atson, Torr . Edward's
farm, Ee got it for about $200.00---264 acres. It extends to Llud
River, 27 acres on south side of C & O. R.R. now ovned ty Dave
Gideon (speculation). He also boucht the Jir Diehl vlace, a one
roorm log shack on top of hill on Cyrus Creek--the 0ld Charles Sum-
merson —place,

Jim Diehl (?) came from Fayette County. He died there about
three or four yvears ago {about 1937), during the cold winter. It
was not fer from the J.%W.Roffe place, near mouth of creek, The
house stood west, and on the hill from J.W.Roffe. Surerson was
there vefore I can rerembers I think the far conteined 2bout
sextv-five acres. Diehl sold it to 2ave Gideon.

Diehl had a btad cold. It was last Sund=y, in J: nuzry,1937,

*

Ir.Armstrong, of a filling station, got Tom Cyrus and arnctner toy

W

to zo up and see about him. They kXnocked or the dcor, and he was so
weak, door tarred, no fire. They knocked, tut he didn't answver. He
c-me to the cdoor and let them in. They stzrted a fire, tut he died
tefore they could get it goinge They hauled him on an acy sled to
Joe Cyruses., Heck came for him. He was not married, but bel@pged to
Mud River Baptist church. He was a good citizen. Lived there

~6- 1



1905--1937,

Now, we go out back of Tom Edward's plgqe;fon ¥ud River.
Jonathan Turley, Elijah Turley, and Turley?,(féther of Sl
Ed, at Ona) ovned three farms there. I think the three all merried
sisters, Dundases, daughters of John Dundas.

Green Harrison lived at the Falls (House turned), -~a large
two-syory frame, a ggod one,

Leaving t he réad at Edward's house and turning at right

ancles to the river. Green Herrison lived atout 1--1/2 -miles up

Kud, xxk¥k on north side, D=2vid Harshbarger once owned it and had

a mill there. They c~round wheat and corn, undershot wheel. The

Green Horrison farm is nearly opposite Ona,(ebove 2lue Sulphur).
George A, Floding tuilt the Blue Sulphur Hotel. YNow, Don

Chafin may own it. A beer garden is there now, run vy a ir.Brown, of

Hurtington. August Willke, father of Chas. Willke lived there. e

had tvo crildren, only: Charles and Rosie, vho married Gyles Bly-

bon., Charles married Ella Childers, sister of Henrv and Oscar Chil-

ders, of Cyrus Creek.

The Turley farms were ovnposite the Jim Dundas vplace and Xde
the Strank place. Fmil Strank was * e ovner (¥, side of Jud), 2nd

all in the bend below Blue Sulvnhur.

CYRU3 CREEK. .
The old Elijah Curus house stood +where J,Ww,Roffe lived.HE
had lived in the Xlijah Cyrus house. Elijeh Cyrus'! children were:
John, Joe, Frank and Jim; Jernie, Sarah, Irs.J.W.Roffe. Ilovinz up
t2e creek, iike 3rith house was next, a weathertcarded log house.

Henrv Childer's house , now ownes by his son,Henry. Up the left

=
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hand prong, sbove Smiths, lived Jesse Ford, now owned by his daugh

ter, Mrs. Lizzie (Frank) Burk's wife. No other houses are on the
left hand fork. Ij'heads against Little Fudge.

Alman Burks was a brother to Frank and Bill, who»lives
back of the X.E,Church, at Barboursville,

John Merritt, the miller, marrieﬁ first lMarzaret Dyndas, and

second, married Frances Dundas, two sisters. His children:

George Small, merried XKate Simon,

T“homas, merried Nellie EFatfield,

Garland, died at about 18,

Jonn, married Lucy Voods, of Lawrence County,Ohio,

Lucy, * S.&G.,Johnston, Supt. at old trick yard; brother
to the undertaker,

Susie, married John Zﬁhéeier. Lived at Barbcursville, ¥Mil-
ton..

Sallie, single. She is only one living. ¥ay be living at

Huntington, at Georgg's »nlace.

Jernie, married Fred Baumgardner, of Pea Ridge road.

John,Jr., lived on the Tolliver-Lusher place, on main road
btetween our nlace and the Seamond's vlace.
Lucy lived with Sally in the old XNerritt hcuse while 2e
was at brick yard, six to seven years. John, at one

time, owned the mill, His heirs later owned it.
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John Merritt, the miller,
Married, first, Margaret Dundas, second, Frgncis Dun-
das, sisters of Lucy.
Childrent
1., George, Bmall, married Kate Simon
2. Thomas, married Nettie Hatfield,
2. Garland, the taty, died at 22 or 23.
1. John, married Lucy Woods, of Ohio, Lawrence County.
2. Lucy, married S.G.Johnston, Sup't at old trick yard,
Brother to the undertaker., 1 older than Tom,.
1. Susie, married John Wheeler. Lived at Bartoursville
and Milton.
2. Sallie, single, ©She is the only one living. She may
live in Huntington, at George's, Lived together.
1, Jennie, married Fred Baumgardner, of Pea Ridge.
John, Jr. lived on the Tolliver-Lusher place, on main road
tetween our vlace and the Seamond's placé.
Lucy lived with Sally in the o0ld Merritt house, while he was
at the brick yard--6 -- 7 years.
John, at one time, owned the mill, Later his heirs owned it.
James E., Shelton married America Gwinn, sister to, Lue Gwinn,
who married Peter White.
(Note by F.B.L. Peter White married first Black-
wood.,)

Wm. Thomas Edwards, the C & O. engineer, was killed at South
Caperton, this side of Thurmond, W. Va., Jan.,7, 1909, His fireman,
Pete Trent, was also killed. Thyy were running too fast on pas-
senger train No.l, coming in home. His regular run was Hast on

ele



No.2, Leaving Huntington at 5130 P,M, No.l was late when he

left Hinton, 30 minutes. He was probably trying to "mgke up*

time. He had two sons, one teing killed on the railroad. The

other was James, now retired as an engineer akout two years ago.

Daughters:

Laura, married John W, Boit, and lived at Hinton, He was an
engineer on the C & 0. She lives at 1676, Dalton Avenue.

Hattie, married Walter W, Clark, son of Harvey Clark. He died
April 1, 1906. She lives with Laura. Her son, Hollace,

lives with them., He married

Maggie, married Luther Arthur, a blacksmith, at Barboursville, at
s shop occupied bty Bill Herndon, this side of Thacker,
and across from the tanyard. He lives next to Thomas
Thornturg, and tretween him and Wm. May. She has two daugh
ters living.

B,F.Childers run a tlacksmith shop oh the tank of Guyand River
where Green Harrison kept.

¥r,Wilson, father of Nannie Turner (no relation to other Wil-
sons) was a btlacksmith at the same shop. Wilson came to Bartoursville
in 1901 and tuilt a large, two-story house, at foot of the hill out
towards the trick yard. Nannie Turner's brother, Augustus, fGus),
D,Wilson, an engineer, lives at Peach Creek. He did live 2t Rus-
sell, Ky. ’

I was at Mrs, Edwards (who was a Parrish) when No.l failed to
come in., She said¢ "I am so afraid something has happened". He
should have come in on No.l1l4 that morning, bYut word soon came to her
of the accident. I got the news at noon. I attended the funeral
at Milton, where he was buried. Matthew L, Wood preached the
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funeral at Baptist churech, Mr.,Edwards belonged to ﬁud River Bape~
tist church, The President of the road, George W.iStevens,
sent most besutiful flowers, snd a special train carrying every~
body free of charge, both wavs,

The scoident occurred Jsn,7, 1909, The train hit s
svitch engine, was reversed, end headed tack towards Hinton. Several
versons, bagrage master and mail clerk were slightly injured, but no
DASSENCLrS o

Harry Edwards married Anna Grinner, but they senarated,
No children. She is the operator at Scott. He was killed on the
C & 0, 0of Indiana, near Peru, Indiana,

4 head on collision of two freight engines. Both enginees
were Ylled, It was on the second track,

James Zdwerds, 7802 -- 2nd St., VYest, He married Gertie
Gross, a Catholic women.,

Yoe. 1 was dereiled atout 3 AJ. that morning.

¥r,Edwards, Walter Clark, Jemes i.dwards, Herry Edwards
and Jim Boit were 2ll engineers.

Yat laloney married Parrish, a sister to

‘or Zdwards' vife, His sons, Yarin and Tam, were enpgineers,
egrtin married iucy Ferritt, rmy sister,
lor married Lstelle Toney, and lived at Cuyandotte.
Hartin now lives at Hinton. He is the second oldest enszineer out of

Hinton.
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John Yerritt, the miller,

larried, first, ﬁargaret Dundas, second, F e#ncis Dun-
dag, sisters of Tucy.

Childrent

1. George, Small, merried Kate Simon

2. Thomee, married Nettie Hetfield,

2, Garland, the baby, died at 22 or 22,

1, Jorn, rarried Lucy Vicods, of Chio, Lawrence County.

2. Lucy, msrried 3,C.Johngton, Sup't at o0ld trick vard,

Erother to the undertaker, 1 older than Ton.
1, Susié, married John Vheeler. Lived at Barbrursville

and ¥ilton.

N

o« "271le, gincle, She i8 the only‘one living. She may
live in Yuntincton, at George's, Lived together.,
1, Jennie, married Fred Bzumgardner, of Pea Ridge.
John, Jr, lived on the Tolliver-Lusher place, on msin road
Yetveen our nlace and the Tearond's place.
Tucy lived vith fally in the old ¥Verritt house, while he was
at tre brick yarde-6 w= 7 venrs,
Jorn, at one tire, ~wnecd the rill, Later his heire owned it,.
James E, BShelton rarried Arerica Geinn, sister tos Tue Gwinn,
vho married Peter Vhite,
(Note by ¥.,B,T.e Peter Lhite married first Blacke
Vieoe, )

Vi, Thorng Edwards, the C & O, enginesr, wag killed et South
Caperton, thies side of Thurmond, ¥, Va. Jan.7, 1909, His fireran,
Pete Trent, was also killed. Thyy were running too fast on vase
senzer train No.,l, coming in home. His repular run wag Enst on

-
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No.2, Leaving Huntington at 5:30 P.M. Yo,1 was late when he

left Hinton, 30 minutes, He was probably trying to "make up®

times He had two sons, one teing killed on the railroad., The

other was James, now retired as an engineer stout two years ago,

Daughters:

Laura, married John ¥, Boit, and lived at Hinton, He was an
engineer on the C & ¢, She lives at 1676, Dalton Avenue,

Hattie, married %alter W, Clark, son of Harvev Clark. He died

April 1, 1906, She lives with Lsura, Her son, Hollsce,

eriaroy

lives with them. He married
Forgle, married Luthér Arthur, e hlacksmith, at Bartoursville, at
s shop occupied by Bill Herndon, this gide of Thacker,
and acroes from the tanyard., He lives next to Thomas
~ Thornmburg, snd between him and Vm. ¥ay, She has two. daugh
ters living,

BoF.Childers run a tlacksmith shop on the bank of Guyand River
vhere Green Harrison kept.

My, %ilgon, father of Narnie Turner (ro relation to other Vile
sons) was a blacksmith at the same shop. Vilson care to ELarboursville
in 1901 and tuilt a large, two-story house, at foot of the hill out
towards the trick yard, Xannie Turner'e trother, Augsustus, {Gus),
Jetileon, a2an encineer, lives at Feach Creek, He did live 2t Ruse
sell, Ky. ’

1 was et ¥rs, Edwarde (who vas a Parrish) when No.1l feiled to
comne in, Zhe saids "I ar so afreid sorething has happened'. He
ghould have corme in on No,l4 that morning, btut word sooi came to her
of the sceident, I got the news at noon. T attended the funersl
at ¥ilton, where he was buried, Vetthew 1., Wood preached the
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funeral at Baptist church, Mr.Edwards belonged to Mud River Bap-
tist church, The President of the road, George W, Stevens,
sent most beautiful flowers, and a special train carrying every-
tody free of charge, toth ways.

The accident occurred Jan.7, 1909, The train hit a
switch engine, was reversed, and headed tack towards Hinton. Several
versons, baggage master and mail clerk were slightly injured, tut no
passengers,

Harry Edwards married Anna Grinner, but they separated.
No children. She is the operator at Scott. He wag killed on the
C & 0, of Indiana, near Peru, Indiana,

4 head on collision of two freight engines. Bqth engineers
were killed. It was on the second track.

James Edwards, #802 -- 2nd St., West, He marfied Gertie
Gross, a Catholic woman.

No. 1 was derailed atout 3 AM. that morning.

Mr,Edwards, Walter Clark, James Edwards, Harry Edwards
and Jim Boit were all engineers.

Pat Maloney married Parrish, a sister to

Tom Edwards' wife. His sons, Marin and Tan, were engineers.
Martin married Lucy Merritt, mmy sister.
Tom married IEstelle Toney, and lived at Guyandotte.

Martin now lives at Hinton. He is the second oldest engineer out of

Hinton.






Jamee Hervey Fergusqn.u,;‘,‘;wmn

g ; oy B -v».r,

County, Vlrginia, and died at the age of 83 at Charleston, West Vir-

gin;g“June 21 1§97,A His mother wag Mary HQrvey._ % his father %

nothing is now known He was married three times. His first wife.

O T

'was E}ingeth Dirton, grand-daughter of Capt. William Menritt,

~Revolutionary soldier. , S&-«— w-ad ‘e"“’ ﬁ’ ﬂ 4'“4 &MW

He was’ Ieft an ornhan at about nine years of age. He had but

one»relative in the world, an Uncle pf his father. His father was a

Seetcbmen‘named“Jhmes Ferguscn, When his father died, the boy left
home and wendered,_allya;one to Barboursville, where he gpprenticed
himself to Johﬁ?ﬁiller to learn the sheeltrade. While working at
thierbusiness_he'saved the little pieces of candles left frqm store
;ightstand used them to Etudy by. It was in this way)that'he iearne4!
ed- law. When a young man, he ‘taught school for awhile et Barbours-
‘ville. Then hevWent to Logam, where his six children: were bprn:
Elizebeth Virginia, married Alexander Pratt, of Indiana; Ann Brook
Lawspn, married L.A.Martin, of_Kanawha County, who died in 1913;
William Alexanders Helen Marr; Alfred Hanses Mary Yanthus, .
married Walter Shelton, son of Thomas Shelton, of Barboursville.«
She is the only surviving member of the family and now lives in Hun-
tington. )

Judge Ferguson was a fine‘convereationelist. He was a type
pf the self-gyade man. It is said that he never went to school six
months in his life; yet he was a great Bible scholar and a great

reader in general He was also a student of Greek and Latin. U. S,

k f ‘ Senator Joe Chilton and hisibrether Will vere intimately scquainted




d knew of hia

P P

"He_.is said to_h ve had some- 1

4

ithing to do in‘starting “them in publ c lifa. : His aecon ”_w:lfe was

EIizabeth Ong, a daughter of Jomn W. Ong, one of the old citizens of
Guyandottg,A” His third wife was Lizzie Creel, of Parkersburg, West

Virginia with whom he lived about twenty-three years, but had no

children._ His residence was on the hill of vhat is known as South

‘AJBIde‘at+6har1eston.‘ He was tall square built,‘straight, finé-’

looking man. He was large, havingAan‘avérage weight of two hundred,
Fifty pounds, and sttod 6 ft. 2 in.

Abput 1852 he disappeared from Barboursville until 1859, when
he returned; but soon went away\and was no more seen until 1863. No
one ever knew his whereabouts. Some have.glaimed that:he*mtnf
Wgst;and‘Joinéd'the Mormons and that he t ook part in the massacre of
Meadow1Mgunjain.. Others think that he became legal advisor to Brig-
ham ¥6ung; but the secret of this "man of mystery", as he may be
gélled”will probably never be.known; On his'retﬁrn he became a

central figure in the community, énduwéa regarded as the most brill-

iant legal light in Southern West Virginia.
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SUFPLENENTARY. REPOR? ON WERKITD HoNE

’ “ tes dR .
FIRST“CABELL'COUNTY COURT

In keeping with the idea of the Commission on Historic and
Scenic Markers, I respectfully submit the following:

‘After diligent search for authentic information with refer-
ence to the First Court held in Cabell County, I find that it was
held in the home of William Merritt, located on the left bank of
Mud River, about one-eighth mile from its mouth, on rural route 60
at the same point. ’

This court was held in the aforementioned home,on the Second
Monday after the Fourth londay in April 1809.

Officers of the Court were:

Judge John Coulter, of the 12th Judicial Circuit
Edwin Morris, Clerk
James Wilson, Prosecuting Attorney

Bondsmen for the Clerk were: :

Thomas Buffington
erimah Ward
John Russell
Jesse Spurlock
’ ' Amount of bond was the sum of $10,000,

To authenticate the fact that the Merritt Home has been def-
inately located, I incoperate herein a statement made to me by Mrs.
Cashius lierritt, of 916- 24th Street, Huntington, West Virginia,
wherein she states: -

"I was born in 1862, in the old Merritt Home,
on the bank of Mud River, on the hill just
above the old mill,

"My husband, Cashius Merritt, was born in the
two-room house just above. My parents were

Thomas and Nancy Barnette, whopurchased part

of the stock from a Mr, lMerritt and a Mr. Miller.

"The house has been replaced Ly a new ons, but
I remember the original house. It was made of
double-hewed logh, two large rooms upstairs,
with an out-kitchen.

(F“‘ : "And there was a cellar under the kitchen.
L LR I remember my mother telling me that the L

: ; ‘County Court met there. I also remember i R T
the big fireplaces of stone. They would "{ P el
hold a great big log. I also remember when




the kltchen was torn,down 1t was SO'VA}
totberyiit was liable to fall.

"When the new house was built, all of the
stone in the chimneys was used for the

foundation, and the home 1is now called the
"Barnette" home.

"Jiy mother was Nancy Blake, and was born the
daughter of Peter and Sarah Blake, on the
24th day of September, 1824,"

There can be no question but that this home site is correct,and
so that future generations may know where our first court was held,
I recommend a fitting Marker be placed thereon.

Respectfully submitted,
Commission on Historic and Scenic Markers

By R. B. Walker, Research Worker.
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Hia'wife wasflhrgnret Bbrritt. They left’Germany during religioua“:f 

i

wars.ﬁ Sons‘qf Qapt; William Eerritt were: George, John, Jacob,‘
Thomas, and.HeIchor. Daughters, four: Elizabeth (Dirten), Iarga-

ret Strupe 'Hary, G!rs.Jae. antz) ny mother's name was Ann,

.....

and she ﬁarr”ed John Dundas. '

William Stirupe,
Jes. Wentz,
John Dundas,
Peter Dirton.
'William Strupe lfved on the Altizer farm where the oil salt
farm was bored. The Wentz's lived above the Strupe's.4.Pefer‘Dir-
ton lived on the site of Ayer's residence. My mother lived on

Mud River, oppoaite Blue Sulphnr Church, on the opposite side; and

later opposite to where Sampson Handley lived at the Falls of Mud.

The Dnndases came from AleXandria, Virginia. George Merrltt
lived across the Mud River on the oBarbburswille_side and opposite
his mill, |

The old Merritt homestead stood on the site of Barnett
house, The jail was in a room upstairs in this house, which:ﬁgg‘a
log two-story house, with a single story porch in front. Nbrth side
of the river to where Thacker farm was and crossed by ferry, the gld
ferry, at the present ford. | " . :
George Merritt had one son, John Merritt. His wife, Levina

Turkey died, but he never re-married, but moved to the home of

his mothé?o'ﬁiigaret Merritt andéliyed‘with hefg-;




r ‘Turnerr; 7 Margaret, m?rri ed %ﬁm Church; "William Mérritt, _

t_‘gthgr of Mary, Duffin. J’acob llerritt moved to Harper 8 Ferry, Vir-

,:;Sin'ia; : and Thom;ﬂ Merritt moved tax’ Iissanzri.

y*] R P

Helchér lived, and died abeve Barboursville in a large frame
house on Mu_d River in sight of, a.nd Just above the Barboursville
qlgpct. (See Mrs.Anderson). ) It was a'two-story house. It is still
-8tanding, but has been moved across thé road.

Thomzs Merritt owned the farm and lived where Mrs.Brady'now
resides, He lived in the Brady house. His familys Johy Thomas,
'William, Frank, and s boys. The girls{_s‘w_r_Eliza',rMarga.-
ret, and Sarah. (@WMXA& G'A@e W}.

Melchor Merritt's family?® Mahala, who married Williem Mer-

ritt, of Harper 8 Ferry, Va.; Harriett, who married Baxter Ander-
son; Emily, who married Frank Adams; Martha, who married we

Stwwart; Joseph, Sr., and Thomas (Long Tom) s Joseph, who married

Edna Blake; and Thomas, who married _#,_«&_Dodd.

Margaret Strupe's children all died young. |
Lewis Wentz could give history of the Wentz's.

4+

Ann Merritt was mother of nine children.
Agnes, married Elijah Turley, ((She was (ghey dured )

Margaret married John Merritt gy /w::%b Nex_ 1" 2
Eliza, married Jonathan Turley, &mw"f‘"’ W

Mary, married Willia.m Dirton,

_,Anna Haria, mar ‘ied Jos. Tarlero




Neither Tucy,

Bt HEe A Suksdaige

‘nor Th _f’a"s_‘;xnfa.;_'lz}-'ied.-; 4 s R b

F?agpegAmarrieq;thh‘Merritt, her brother-in-law.
The§é'ﬁ§éh§_*?homaa“ in neariy'all.the families,
Cash Merr{tt is Mary Merritt's son, | RSN
'John Dundas was s soldies fa the War of 1812, | ‘

.

g Above taken from an old Bible pwned by Luey Dundas.
Agnes_ngburn was born October 19;.}770 at 12830, midﬁight,
in Crgighton parish of Guyan; two miles from Glascoﬁ,‘and'diéd the
z%th>of'May, 1820, at 5 o'clock in the &fternoon, in the Town of .

Alexandria, District of Columbia® She was my great Grandmother.

The Dundeses were Scotch; The Merritts, German.




ginia. to his sister, Letter dated Jaly 24, 1855.

fclass of studies.™ .

7 j“ “Elizabeth Furgeson and old Sylvia died on the same night
f::with the flux." . ° ¢ o

"I do a good deal of waltzing now. The Fermas give'a party

‘every two weeks, and they are beautiful dancers. Pop sometimes Jumps

out in the middle of the floor and throws his legs around as if he

was:inng,great thinés.“
' "We have a very fine singing school here abipresent. We
are improving yery much. lWe drown old Thomas Hatfield's voice .

\

every time we go to meeting."

"Albert Moore and Eugene are still courting™ "Aunt Peggy
; ( and Uncle Church are well."

"Tt has been raining here for three days steady and the
water is about four feet deep over Tanyard bridge." Mr. Baker and
Mr. Westhoof has suffered a great loss, as all their hides have w
washed out of the vats. The like was never known here before.

The streets are nothing but branches."




from whieh no traveller returns."
"I have been very busy for two months posting my fatheris
"books. I think I'1i get done in about two weeks and then I intend
gqiﬁ@ tovsee the girls. While I and Miss Agnes get along firs rate
I;?iﬁe you to understand, we are well posted on the "goose question.”
;ﬁ_w  : "Mr. Rodgers and Miss Emma Shelton to get married; Mr.
. Kirk Patrick'and his lady accompanied them to Cincinnati,.®

“Times are very dull here, duller than ever known. There

'ia nothing going on but drinking whiskey, loafferism, and playing

marbles."

/@I' "T gee the know-nothins are carrying on gcandalous in
\ Louisville, Kentuckly."®

"Mhe Superios Court commences on the 8th."™ I am ¥ery

; busy preparing for it."

"Give my respects to Mr. Galpin Roberts, Mr, Hagen, and

the ladies especially.




ated October 19; 1855,

Virginia by 1‘,J‘ Merritt te his sister-

from Barboursville,

_abeix“aonrthanse,

Aﬁ”Barhoursfille is regaining its health. The Flux has been rag- ff

;eeping:the aged parent and the blooming youth

ffoiathé"ea:th;iqu

"There was éxbhnaroma showed here yesterday. It was a very good
one, it took us olear to New York and - back again, "

"What I said, I was going to tell you was the case of Thomas
Merritte  Eliza5 his daughter has given birtﬁjﬁofine son. Hell itself
is to good for & man who will seduce his own daughter., Thomas is go=
ing away the 30th of this month, and John, his son is going with him."

"Unele Will has learned the art of taking pictures. He is going
to travel and see what he can do with it."

"0ld Mrs. 'Kile has lost her youngest girl.

"It'yve got my horse very fat. I think I'll put him on the track
at the fair for the premium. When you come homw I'll take you a nice
uggy riding.”

"Phere was a wedding in Guyandotte on the l6th Mr. Charles

Shipe wgs married to Miss Ellen Butcher., They were married at the

4

Tagle Hotel.®




ststers

"Barboursville has gained its health again.
I don't believe there is a case of sickness in town.
We were all sick during last summer.”

"0ld Phil is as he aiways was he hoes off
in the morning and wé never see him %ill night. Mr.
and Mrs. Foster has taken up school this morning. We
have sent Eliza Theresa and Henry to them. Miss
Parella Clark 1is at Jacob Bumgardener's. -She 1s go-

ing t°'f§é°h Music there, if they can get a piano.é

'nmr. and Mrs. Poteel has moved to Guyanm=-
dotte., Irven Slusher's oldest son was married to
Miss Chapman, a sister of John Chapman.”

014 Colonel John Everett was married to
the widow Russell last week. His wife hasn't been
dead now, more than five montins.”

"Mary, I want you to come home. I haven't

heard any good music for sometime. I want to hear

"g1la Lu" once more before I leave. I dontt know offy

., Bny person that plays 1t but you."

. Letter dated 11/12--1855, from T, 3. Merrit® to his




e, Ea

5;fM1chigan. wf ’r-, e

- I've been here almost six weeks and have done nothings This place

Letber written January 30, 1857, from Bel é?Prairie'Hamilﬁoh'coun%is*‘"”“

Illinois, by Te Jo Merritt to his sister M. M. Duffin Berlin

"Oh' Mary I can imagine your feelings onﬂleaving

Barboursville, the 1and of your childhood."

Letter dated,Barboursville, Cabell County, Virginia. September 25,
1850, by T. J. Merritt to his sister.

Barboursville is no place for a young man. The quicker
a young man leaves this place the better it is for him."™ |

"Aunt Peggy Sn00pe died about two weeks ago."

,"John Keller has come back to Barboursville."

"Dr, Manpin's case was tiried this court. He has
obtained a divorce. He proved that his wife was insane before he
married her and she made an application to change her name back to
her maiden name."

"Ella Lee and Tilly Dale were two popular songs

sang &nd played in Barboursville, Virginial *

Letter from T. J. Merritt from Barboursville, Virginia, to Lis sister

Dated June 3, 1857.
Well I've been very busy waiting on the ladies"




:;anﬁ Mary Samuels are marriea at 1ast.- They have gone to Wheeling
on their wedding tour.® ' '
mMiss Paroles is still giving Musie lessons in this
place."
3 ‘ "Jnele Church has quit grocery keeping."®
"phe "Floaling Palace™ is to be at Guyandotte on the

6th of this month."

vGeorge McKendree has come home he is the seame old

George. Moses Thornburg has just returned from dheeling" "He looks

very much worn out.”




"I am here in Bafbours%ille doing nothing buf
"killing time."™ I am perfectly sick of the place for
there is no business of any kind going on. The towﬁ_is
perfectly dead and money is entirely out of the question.
Times will be harder here than they were in forty. I am n

not going to stay here any longer than I can help."




"Should m&'héalth again be restored iﬂﬁdﬁidﬁ
exert every nerfe to gain a footing in the world. I
I pledge you my honor I would not go into business..
blindly as I did thetlast three years. No man ever
will again get to poke his figures in my face and 1
laugh at my credulity.g

"Our little babe is one of the finest little
fellows you ever saw, He has never been sick one mo-

-ment sinee he was born."

40 UMy health gets no betters. 1I;someti§§§;g$t'ﬁ;;;j ,
better for a few days, then, I get worse.™ | D

YI think If my health gets better in a few
days I'1l start out on foot for the south. I would get
well there., A great many people have consumption here
and I fear my disease will run into it."

"I attended a.burial yesterday. It was:a
poor old man of a large family. No person knew what
was the matter with him. It made my heart ache to see
how brutally he was buried. His coffin was nothing but
& rude box. He wag returned to mother earth without a

InafeishtAshali”éﬁ115,7’*”’

i




 Letter dated June 6, 1860, from T J. Merritt to his

=Y,

"I ¥now I'll never recelve one cent of the
money I earned in Michigan."
T have never seen a person I know since I

came here", "There is no railroading going on in any

of these states.”

‘mphe Black Republicans are having & great
time here of the nomination of Abraham Lincoln of
Illinois for the presidency. They are in high spirits
and think there is no doubt as to his election, but I
think their feathers will fall én the 4th day of Nowe-
xwember. |

"I am teeth énd toe nails against the
Black Republicans. I would like to see a know-
nothing president or a Bemocrat,.I don't ¥now which."

®T hope you will not make fun of this

1etter for I have a quill pen and & bad one at. that.”




oy

4; 1860, from T, J, Merritt, Kilbourn

%

Léﬁfar dated August 2

isconsin to his,sistérg e | oy

"I wrote to father ten days ago giving an account of
our baby's death,®

[a)
"I am greatly alarmed about my health. I am growing

weaker every day and I can hardly walk."

"In one month's time, if I am any better I am starting

south if on foot, and I thank you for the few dollars you sent me."




Letter dated 12/29 and 1/1-1860 from Thomas J. Merritt,

Kilbourne 01ty, ﬂisoonsin ‘to his sister;

"I've been very siek for nearly three months. I
was affected by something like the pleurisy. I am going
about a little now. I have a very bad cough and a wheezing.
I feel like giving up."®

"I came to this place about the lst of November
and taken up and taught school, had taught one week when
I took sicke™ "™There is not a town of any size in this
state that I've not been in looking for work."

"I think of trying to go south in the spring. I
dont know, only God does when I'11 be permitted to see my
kind parents, sister and brothe;s."

"PThey must be pretty hard up for schools in
Barboursville, when they employ Edward Vertegans as
teacher.®

"My wife has been very unwell for some time.

She is very aniious to see all the family. I know you

would like her if you could see her."
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It was a great day. Many of the descendants of the early
members‘_were'present; dibner was served, and a pageant was pre-
sented trying to revive the memories of pioneer days. Now, all
are gone to their reward, and a younger generation must carry
on,

The records of this church have never teen complete, for the
simple reason that, in many cases, the secretaries have ggied to
record the names of Officers, and other data. Many revivals have
not teen mentioned, and many things of much lesser imvortance have
not teeNrecorded; and were it not for the fact that the writer
had interviewed several of the older members, such as Charles A,
Love, John W, Love, and Mrs, Ida Berkeley, as well as others,
the record would be far more incorplete t han it is.

In August, 1919, H,E.Love and his family removed to Bar-
toursville, and received letters of dismission from the church, to

unite with the Barboursville Baptist church.

YOUNG PREACHERS

In 1920, the church granted license to Vergil Miller to
preach‘the Gospel, and recommended that he attend Alderson Acade-
my the ensuing year.,

Among others ,who sprang from this church,were.B.V. "Bart"
King, who was granted license Sept. 1, 1929, He was ordained
karch 7, 1983, He has teen carrying the mail for several years
and only preaches occasionally, although he has served a few
churches as regular pastor, among them teing the First Baptist
Church, of Guyandotte. He was Assistant Pastor,at Elmwood, to
succeed Charles G, Bowles, who was attending school.

On Sept. 3, 1939, Stanley Blankenship was licensed to preach

-1-
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October 4, 1950, on motion of Fred L. Love, he was elected Pas-
tor for ninety days, to succeed Rev., G.C.Hutchinson. The church
was then in the midst of a repair progrém, and he donated his en-
tire salary of Eighty Dollars per month until that project was

finished. On '‘Hpril es;

is now Assistanf Pastor of Grace Gospel church, i_n the City of

g 4882, he was elected Pastor for a year. He

Huntington. This organization was formerly known as the Cross
Tabernacle, This is a well Heserved promotion for Mr.Blankenship.
Jack Trump and Wendel Wickline toth originated,in this
church., Mr.Wickline has teen vastor at 0Olie Church on Little Sev-
en Kile and at other places, and has teen very successful,
Rev.Jack Trump has teen vpreaching for atout twelve years
For the last nine years,he has been pastor of the Mud River Bap-
tist church, which is the oldest Baptist church in Catell County,
the organization of which was akout 1807, accordinc to gzgitauthor-
ities, , but it was probably,atout the year 1805. Mr,Trump was
licensed to preach October 15, 1940, He was called as Pastor to
the Elmwood church,Deceﬁber 1, 1940, and was ordained in 1941, He
resigned Aug., 15, 1943, and has teen pastor at Mud River Baptist

church ever since that date,

REVIVALS

There 'mve teen many successful revivals, in+*this church.
J.A,Smith conducted a revival in 1924. Among the more recent ones
wgs the one by Br.McMurray, pastor of the Baptist Temple, in Hun-
tington., It was quite successful., He was followed bty Rev., VWilliam
Fox, Pastor of the Twentieth Street Baptist church, in 1946,

In Novembver, 1938, Rev. Carl Midkiff conducted a revival,
in which several membters were saved and re-elaimed.

-2-



S (

, Rev, J. W&Imér Garrett held a revival, about 1951, Large
crowds attended this revival and much good was accompliahed.,
Rev.Stahely Blankenship conducted a revival last fall (1951),

and a number were saved, or reclaimed, and the church was revkved.

CHURCH CLERKé AND SUPERINTENDANTS.
Edgar Swann served as Clerk for many years, until his death.
He was succeeded by B.V.King, Nov. 7, 1937, He resigned, and
was succeeded by Vivian Gothard, in September, 1938; and he was
followed by M¥rs. Roy Browning, who had served faithfully since
April 26, 1939, Mr,Swann had also served as Sunday School Suver-
intendant. Harry Kihg had also teen Sunday School Suvperintend-

ant, but resigned.

P IEACONS.
On September 8, 1916, Fred L. Love and Sam Davidson were

chosen Deacons, They were ordained, on the 4th Sunday in Octover,
1916, Dr M.L .Wood, of the Fifth Avenue Baptist church and Rev,

J.J.Cook, of the Twentieth Street Bantist church of Huntington
assisting, ,

Among others who werved as Deacons in recent years, were

J.W,Halley, Eura Gothard, W.H.Buckhanna, and Alfred Browning. The

latter three were elected March 3, 1924, and ordained l}arch 30,

1934, On the same day’Roy Brown was elected Janitor, to succeed

Rotert E.L.Shomaker, deceaseé, as Janitor. Mr,Shoemaker,"Bok" as

he was called,had served in this capacity for many years.

The following have served as Trustees:
C.8.Love,
John A, Davidson,

Charles R, Morris,

-



o0
43

Earl. Langdon,
Lf E, Browning,
Joe Mays,
and others.
The present, (1952) Trustees are:
J.W.Halley,
Eura Gothard,
Earl Morrison,
W.H.Buchanna,
Fred L., Love.
In June, 1926, Earl Langdon and L.E,Browjing were made Trustees.
: 4,/998, Jroa Mayy riarg el ay

H,E, "Ed" Love and Charles R, Morris were chosen "Trustees in

1916, C.S.Love and John A, Davidson having left the state.

TREASURERS

On April 26, 1939, Vivian Gothard resigned as Treasurer,
and was succeeded bty W, H. Buchannan, who served for akout twelve
years., June 7, 1950, Mr,Buckhannan resigned, tut stated that he
wished to continue as Treasurer of the Memorial Fund for Harry
Meehling, until the church decides what it wihes to do atout
this. This was accevted. Vivian Gothard was then elected Treasur-
er, but refused to serve, Carl Estfield was then elected, tut serv-
ed only a short time, and was succeeded by Miss Ge%trudewﬁothard,

a teacher,in the locsl public school,

CHURCH IMPROVEMENTS

In recent years,many improvements have teen made., A number

of Sunday School rooms have teen added to the rear of the church.

-4-
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Thrs_was early in 1938, The various organizations have teen guite
active, and very helpful in raising m uch needed funds, at take
sales, and,in other ways,such as in purchasing an organ, &ec.

The Woman's Missionary Circle was organized many years
ago, but was re-organized in 1951. Mrs.,Goldie Blankenship was the
President.

The Fellowship class, composed of young married couples,
was organized with Mrs.Anna Gothard as Teacher. Mrs.Raymond Shoe-
maker was a charter member of this class,

¥he Four H Club planted shrubbery on the church lawn,in

Novemter, 1950,

THE FIRST WORLD WAR .

A grim reminder of the great conflict- The First World
War- is found in Resolutions ordered to te published,in the
Baptist Banner, March 9, 1918, expressing the "sincere gratitude
and test wishes to the soldier boys of the church and Sunday
School" and praying for their safe return"--but one never return-

ed, Harold Meehling, histand of Joan Buckhannan. He was killed

when his ship struck a mine as they were goinc ashore, on t he
coast of Africa. He was tlown to pieces. Several other boys,
Eugtace Morrison, Joe Morrison, Paul E, Love, Earl Morrison,

Dick H&lley, Ellis 9rallridge, and Alvin D~vis, returned safely.,
Mr,Meehling had been quite prominent,in the affairs of the church,
and his loss was much regretted. He was a young man of great prom-
ise. He had married Joan Buckhennan, and they had a daughter

who will never see her father,

June 7, 1950, W.H.Buckhannan made a revort showing that
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$277 00 had been paid into a Memorig{'Building Fund, and that
Mrs, Joan Buckhannan Meehling has pald $130,00 of this amount,

' The‘purpose of this fund was to tuild a telfry,and to ourchase a

tell for the chu{ch. Let us hope that this worthy project will
not te forgotten.

I would like to give sketches of the lives of the older
ﬁreachers, tut that is hardly possikle, as they left few, if any
records, and most of those who knew anything about themyhave passed
away.

Rev,John Carter Willie Hicks each served several years,
tut were well liked., Both are deceased.

Rev, G,C, "Cleve" Hutchinson served longer than any other
pastor, with the exception of Rev. John Calvin Rece. He was suc-
ceeded by Rev.Stanley Blankenship, in 1980. The church is now
(1952) without a pastor.

Rev,Hutchinson was an orphan toy, and a cousin to Rev.
James Lewis, now deceased. Neither was highly educated, but it is
douktful wlether any two men have ever done so much unselfish

work, for the churches of this section.
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It wese a great day, Many of the descendants of the early
members were present, dibner wee eerved,.and p pagesnt wes pre-
sented trying to revive the memories of piomeer deyn, Now, all
are gone to their rewnrd, end a younger generetion puest corry
on, ,

The records of thie church have never teen complete, for the
sirple reason that, in meny onseny, the recretaries have filed. to
record the nemee of Officers, and other data, }oany revivals have
not teen mentioned, and many thinge of much lesser imrvortance have
not bee recordedg and were it not for the foot that the writer
had interviewed several of the older wmembers, such as Charles A,
Love, John ¥, Love, and M¥ras, Ide Berkelev, 86 well as others,
the record would be {ar more incorplete ¢ hon 1t in,

In August, 1919, H,E,love and hieg fanily reroved to Bare
voureville, and received letters of diemission frorm the church, to

unite with the Barboursville Baptist church,

TOURG PREACRLRDS

In 1920 the church grented license to Vergil ¥iller to
preach the Gospel, and recommended that he attend Alderson icadee
my the cnsuing year,

Among othere vho epnreng from this church were .V, “Dart"”
King, who wae pranted license FTepnts 1, 1929, He wgé ordained
areh 7, 1983, He hae been carryins the meil for ceveral years
ond only vpreaches occesionally, although he has gerved a few
crurches a8 regular pastor, aronc ther teing the Tirst Paptist
erureh, of CGuyandotte. He was Assistsnt Pestor at Llmwood to
succeed Charles G, Bovlen, who wae sttending school,

On Sept. 3, 1939, Btnhley Blankenship wos licenced to preach

-1.



nln thﬁ midut af a rep&ir pregram. and he donated his‘anyaf'

.tire aplary of Eighty ﬁo11are per month until that proJeot was
- f£ind shdd. ’

’wda eleeted Paator for a yeqr. He

i- naw Aasiatant Paa. b4 or Graee Gospel church, 1 n the Gity of

" Huntington. Thﬁn organization<val rorm¢r1y known as the Oroel L

Tabernacle, This is a well Heserved promotion for Mr,Blankenship,
Jeck Trump and Vendel Wickline toth originated in this
church, Mr,%ickline has been pastor at Olie Church on ILittle Seve

"en Mile and at other places, and has been very successful,

Rev,Jagk Trump has been pfeaohing for about twelve years

- Forx the last nine years he has been pastor of the Mud River Bap~

tist churoh, which 18 the oldest Baptist church 1n Cabell County,
the organigation of which was about 1807, accordins to test author
1ties, , but it was provably about the year 1806, XryTrump wes
iicéhéed to preach Ostober 15, 1940, He was called as Pastor to
the Elmwood church December 1, 1940, and was ordained in 1941, He
resigned Aug, 15, 1943, and has been'paéfor at ¥ud River Baptist

chureh ever since that date.

REVIVALS
There mve been many successful revivals, 1n'}hia church,
JeASmith conducted a revival in 1924, Among the more recent ones
was the one by Mr . MeMurray, pestor of the Beptist Temple, in Hune
tington. It wes -uite successful. He was followed by Rev. ¥illism
Yox, Pastor of tho Twentiath Street Baptiat ohurch, in 1946,
Iu !bvamber, 1938. Re?; Carl n!&kiff oonducted 8 rovival.

41n which several membors werc saved and §a~v1atmed.'

N _!uﬂip



and a number wﬁre esved. or raélahmed. and the church wae revkved;

i <\‘A~’>. T ORI &) A0

Wl cuuac:n amng AXD svmmmmwm.‘
| Edgar 8wann served as clerk fer many yaars, until ﬁas d@&thh_
3 He was auceeeded by E.V.King. Nove 7, 198?. ﬂb resigned, and
was auceeeéed by Vivian Gothard, in September, 19383 and he vas
followed by Mrs. Roy Browning, who had served faithfully since
April 28, 1@59; Hp.swann had also served as Sunday Sehool Supere.

intendant. Harry King had also been “Sunday School Superintende

ant ’ but Nsiéﬂedq
| D macoS,
On September 8, 1916, Fred L, Love and Sam Dsvidson were

chosen Deaoons. They were erdained on the 4th Sunday in October,

‘1918. D MyL,Wood, of the Fifth Avenue Baptist ehureh and Rev.

I /3, C
+Cook, of the Twentieth Street Baptist church of Huntington
assiating.
Among others who werved a8 Deacons Iin recent years, were

J.,W.Holley, Bura Gothard, W,E,Buckhanna, and Alfred Brovning, The
18tter three were eclected March 3, 1934, and ordained Yarch 30,

193%4, On the seme day Roy Brown was elected Janitor, to succeed

Robert B,L,Shomaker, deceased, as Janitor. ¥r, Shoeriaker, "Bob" as

he was called had served in this capacity for many years.

TRUETEES

The following have served as Trusteess

-

Sharlaa 3. Hnrrin,

'“¢3ﬁ' ¥




end others.
The prosent, (1§5§){Truétﬁoi ares
L I Nelley,
ﬁﬁr& Gotﬁaié,'
¥or)l ¥orrison,
Vo PeBuchanns,
] Fyed L, Love.
In June, 1936, Barl langdon snd L;E.Bfewjihg were made Trusteoed,
Hey "Hd" Tove and Charles ﬂ.‘uorris were chouen " Trustees !n

1916, C.%,Love nnd John A, Devideon heving left the atate.

TRHAGUIGRS :

On April 26, 1939, Vivian Gotheyd resipgned as ?r@asuvir,
and was succeeded by ¥, H, Bushennem, who gerved for shout twelve
years, June 7, 196C Hreluekhennan resipned, but stated that he
wighed to continue as “ressurer of the Memorisl Fund for ﬁarry
eenling, until the ohurch decides what 1t vihen to do nbout
thig., This wvee eccopted, Vivirn Gothard weg then eiéét@d Tresgurs
er, btut refuse’ to serve, Cerl tetfield was then elected, but seyrv
ed only @ erort time, and was succeeded by ¥ice Ge;trude Fothard,

a teacher in the loeal »muklie school,

CHURCH DIPROVIGTENTS

In recent vears mony improverents heve been pede, A nurber

of Sundey OUenool rooms huve been adé%évto the teér>cf the &ﬁﬁrey;
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ﬁasler. sna Sn o!her tay# auoh at Sn vurehae!nc ﬂn'organ. &a.-n~;=

The EOman g ¥ipalonary Circlg wo e orzani zed many yeare
820, but aaa rc«org@niaed ir 1951. étﬁ,oqldie Blénﬁeéehip won the
Pres!drnt. A i f"‘ i i_ d YI}' '
The Vellowshiﬂ claae, campnned of buhéiﬁéffieé‘eoﬁpiéd; .
wvo@ oranized with Mrs,Anne Gothard ae Teacher, 'ﬁra.ﬂaymond Fho e
raker was 8 ¢horter rember of this eclace,
“he Four E Club plented ehrubhery on the ehureh lawn in

fovember, 1980,

THY FIRST WORLD AR . : 3

A orim verindey of the great conflict- ?he Firat wuﬁid

¥ere 1o found in Nesolutione erdered to be publighed in the

Fuptiet Benner, Verch 9, 1918, expressing the *aineere ﬁratitada vy

3 2

end best vighes to the moldier bYoys of the crurch and ?unday

Cohenl” an? praying for their sefe return’e-but one never return-

ed, Marold Veenline, ‘uvshand of Joon Puckhorrnen. He wos killed
when hie ehip étruck 8 vine ng they were ~oin- eghore, on ¢ he
copat of Afries, Ve wog blowvn to nleces. "everol  cther bove,
Turtaee TVorrigen, Joe ¥arrisen, Peaul T, love, oyl Fovricon,
Siek tolley, "1lis Fallyidge, and Alvin Dovig, returned pafely.
v feenlins bed been oulte prominent in the affalrs of the chureh,
svt hip lerg woeg much rerretted, He vag o younﬁhman of great nYohie
ise. g hnd married Joan Buekhennan, and they had a2 deughter
vho vill never see her father,

June 7, 1950, w.%.ﬁuokhannwn wede a rennrt ahevinz Qhut

#Eﬁ



277,00 mmd veen peid into a Memerial Building Fund, and that
Yrs, Joan Buckhsnnan Meehling has paid $130,00 of this smount,
The purpoee of this fund was to build s telfry snd to surcrose a
bell for the crurch, Let us hope that this worthy oHroject will
not te forpotten,

I would like to give sketches of the lives of the older
prezchers, but that 1s hardly poesible, ae trey left few, i1f sny
records, ond wost of those who knew anytiing about them have passed
away.

Rev,John Corter Villie Iicke each merved several years,
but were well liked, DBoth sre deceased,

Rev, (,C, "Cleve" Nutechinpon served Longer than any other
nggtor, with the exception of Rev, Jonhn Celvin Pece. e was suce
ceceded by ilev.Ttanlev Mankenship, in 1920, "he church is now
(1962) without a pastor.

feveutehirson wee an orphen boy, snd a cousin to -lev,
Jamees Levis, now decessed, Keither was nicohly educated, but it is
douvtiful dBether any two mewn have ever Jone £0 much unselfish

vork, for the churchees of this section,
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It was a great day. Many of the descendants of the early
members were present, dibner was served, and a pageant wes onre-
gsented tryine to revive the memories of pioneer dsys. Now, all
are gone to their reward, and s younger generation must carry
on,

[ ]

The records of this church have never Yeen complete, for the
simple reason that, in many cases, the secretaries have filed to
record the names of Cfficers, and other data. Yany revivals have
not teen mentioned, and many things of much lesser irmocortance hove
not bee recordeds and were it not for the faet that the writer
had interviewed several of the older membersg, such s Charles A.
Love, John ¥, Love, and Mrs. Ids Berkelev, 28 well as others,
the record would te far more incoplete t han it is.

In August, 1919, H,%5.Love and his farily reroved to Iar-
boursville, and received letters of dismission from the church, to

ﬁnite with the Barbtoursville Baptist church,

In 1920 tre church sranted license to Vergil Miller to
nreach the Gosnel, and recorrended that he atterd Aldersorn ‘crde-
ny the ~nsulnpg year,

Mmong others who enrans from thie church were -V, "Bart"
Kins, who vas ~ranted license Cent, 1, 1323, He wase ordained
~rch 7, 1983, Me "as been carryins the meil for several years
»nd only oreaches occasionnlly, slthough h:t has served a few
avurchegs ag re-cular nastor, amon~ them teiny the Tirst Rantist
ecrurch, of Guyandotte. He was Assistant Pastor at Llmwood to
suceeed Charles ¥, Bowvles, who was attending school,

Cn Zent. 3, 1939, Stanley Blankenship was licensed to vpreach

e
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Uetober 4, 1980, on motion of Fred I, love, he vwas <lected Pas-

tor for ninety dave, to pucoegd Rev, G.C.Hutchirson. The church
wag then in the ridat of o venair vrosram, an?! he 4onnted nip ene
tive salary of Fiechty Dollare par ronth until that nrnject wasg
firished, 0n”¥§r§t58§§;&g§§h§3;yas’electeﬂ'Fnstor for o year, He
i row fasajetant Tegtor of Grace Cospel church, i n the City of
funtington. This crpanization » aa forre 10 Xkrown ar the Crows
Tnrernacle, Thie 1g g well Begerved vromoticn “or Jr,Rlarkcenghin.
Jaek Trumo snd terndol Vickline Yoth oy ~instel 1n thia
ehurch, Yr.tickléine hng Lren nactor 2t “1lie Jhureh on Little “ove
ev: ¥ile snd st other nloces, end hag been very fuccersiul,
Hevl.oatk Trumn hne been oreschivng far stout tvelve years
“or the last rine vears he hag teer paster of th- Jud River [ap=
t4at erureck, vhich 18 the cldest Fantist ehureh in Oebell County,
the orrmnization of whisch was about 1307, acreriin: to Lert antter
jties, , but it wns vrotably 2tcut the vesr 1308, Er.Trump wes
licensed to nreach Te‘ober 18, 124G, Yie wne enllesd as Zastor to
tre Flmword church Deoember 1, 1240, snd wss oriaine?! in 1341, He

resd sned Aug. 18, 1947, snd has teen poctor at J'ud River Lnntisd

oriuvah ever rince that azto,

TINITT P T ™
RVSRERAR A, S5ty X S

*

Theve mwas been rery sucecssful revivals, in thie cvureh,

Te o™ity pantvpte?! o orevivel dy 1024, ‘ren~ the enye recrrt onpes

3 Tqga = o~ - " bl SR L PSS S A
wom fhe ape e My JYeYurrey, wmelor of the fapifet fewple, In Hine

»

tip~ton, 7¢ vog uttr guccecnful. Ye voae Tolisved By cev, V11liom
Fox, Tnetor of the Trentieth Street Foptiet ehureh, in 1348,
In ¥Yoverker, 1279, Yev, Carl ¥idkire conducted a revival,

in vhiet geyvern) werrove veyp raved and ree.vlinirved.



Rev, J», Vilmer Garrett held a wevivael sbout 1981, large
crowds attended this vevivsl and much good was accomplished,
“ev,Otnnely BElankenahip eonducted a revival last fell (1981),

end a nunber were saved, or reclaimed, and the church was revived,

o

CUURCH CTERKE  AMD SUSERINTINDAATS,
Pdrar Swern served ae Clerk for many vears, until hio denth.
e wog pucceeded by H.V.King, Jov, 7, 1337, Ve veairnet, ond
vac sueceeded by Vivian Sotherd, irn Jfeptember, 175337 and he vesn
followed by :ree. oy drovninr, who had gerved Tattrfu’lr eince
Anril 26, 1929, ¥r,"wann had nlso cerve! am "urndav Tehasl unere
intendnnt, larz ning red slso keen ‘undayv “ercol Tunerintende
ant, but resimned.
by
(n Sepiember 8, 1316, Yred L. love ond “ar Devidaon were
crosen deacons. They vere ordedned on the 4tih Tunday in Cetober,
1016, o i.le%o0d, of the Mfth Avenue dnntist chiureh and a.v;
wedelonk, 0f the Twuentieithn Utreet Iontigt chureh of Hurtinecton
0 98iatNshe others vho werved ap Tencons In recent yeors, were

robr 2 - i P . b ; £ - Ty : Rovind B 2 gy ra i
JevisIllev, Tura Gothard, Yef,Buckhenra, snd ilfred Jroning. The

LA i e S BN A T 2 s A < wm A . o
Iatter three wers plected aregh Uy 1904, snd crduined | o-ah 50,
b Sl Ay an e Tem T oaaqer . s TR I g ~ s
134, Un the grye dagr o Lrevn g cleeted vopdtor, te tudosed
4+
R Ry § i ey Y- . T g ¥ v g PRy e W Yrpm W LIt
Sabert e. Pov PV ey, decensed, ag Joaniter. Ur.Thoe sker,'.ot" as

Tw .o e - g, Y < e 5 - E 2 3 4 s 5
Pe v q9Y¢d bed gerve? Ir thie copaciiy Tor rapy yeari.
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Trhe o leowines have served ga “rustecs:
CeB.Love,
John A, Davidson,
Chorles R, Yorris,

P



Earl Langdon,
L, E., Browning,
Joe Mays,
and others,
The present, (1962) Trustees ares
J.W,Halley,
Fura Gothard,
Zayl Morrisen,
¥, H,Buchanna,
fred L, Love.
In June, 1926, Earl Langdon snd L,&%,Brovjing were made Trustees,
HoE, "Ed" Love and Charles R. Morris were chogsen Trustees in

1916, C,S8,Love and John A, Davidson having left the stete.

7 REASURERS

On April 26, 1939, Vivian Gothard resigned as Treasurer,
and was succeeded by W, H, Bushannan, who served for about twelve
years, June 7, 1960 Mr,Buckhannan resirned, but stated that he
wished to continue as Treasurer of the Memorisl Fund for Harry
¥eenling, until the chureh decides what it wihes to do about
this., This was accepted, Vivien Gothard was then elected Treasur
er, tut refused to serve, Carl Tetfield was then elected, but serv-
ed only a srort time, and was succeeded bty Miss Gertrude Lothard,

a teacher in the local putlic school,

CHURCH IMPROVIMYNTS

In recent vears wmany improvements have been made, A number

of Sunday Serool rooms have teen added to the rear of the church,

wle



This was early in 1938, The various organizations have been quite
active, and very helpful in raising m uch needed funds, at bake
saler, and in other ways such as in purchasing an organ, &oc,

The Voman's Missionary Circle was organized many years
ago, but was re~organized ir 1961, Mrs.Goldie Blahkenship was the
President,

The Fellowship class, composed of young married couples,
wae orzanized with Kre.Anna Gothard as Teacher. MNrs.Raymond Shoe-
maker was a charter member of this class,

“he Four H Club plsnted shruktery on the church lawn in

¥ovember, 1980,

THE FIRST V.ORLD WAR ,

A grim reminder of the great conflict- The First Vorld
War- 48 found in Resolutions ordered to te published in the
Baptist Banner, March 9, 1918, expresaing the "sincere gratitude
and test wishes to the soldier boys of the church and Sunday
School™ and praying for their safe return'-~but one never return-
ed, Harold Meehling, Msband of Joan Buckhannan., He was killed
vhen his ship struck a mine as they were roinc ashore, on t he
coast of Africa. le wag Ylown to pieces. Teveral other tovs,
Yustace Yorrison, Joe lorrison, Peul ¥, Love, Iarl Yo rison,
Dick Holley, %Fllis Tnallridge, and Alvin Drvis, retu;ned safely.
¥r,Meenlins had been quite prominent in the‘affairs of the church,
and his loss was much regretted, He wag a young man of grent prome
ise. le had married Joan Bueckhannan, and they had a daughter
vho will never see her father,

June 7, 1950, V,HsBuckhannsn made a report showing that

@B



$277,00 nad been neid into a Nemorial Building Pund, and that
Yrs, Joan Buckhannan ¥eehling has paid 2130,00 of this zmcunt,
The vurpose of this fund was to tuild a telfry and to puréhaee a
bell for the church, Let us hrope that this worthy nroject will
not te forgotten,

I would like to give sketches of the lives of the older
preschers, but that is hardly poesitle, ag trey left few, if any
recordg, and most of those who knew anyt-irs at~ut them have passed
away.

Rev,John Carter Villie Ficks each served several years,
tut were well liked, Both are deceased.

Rev, G,C, “"Cleve" ltutchinson served longer than any other
nastor, with the exception of Rev., Jorn C=2lvin Tece. Te was sﬁc-
cceded by iev.S5tenlev Plankenshin, in 1330, “he churech is now
(1952) without a pastor.

Rev,Hutchinson wes an orphan toy, and a cousin to .lev,
James Lewis, now decersed. Neither wes hirnly educeated, vut it is
douttful wBether anvy two men have ever fonc £o0 nuch unscl’;sh

vork, for the churchegs of thic cection,
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