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s L WILL OF JOHN SAVAGE, ‘

In the name of God, Amen, I, John Savage, of the county of
Hampshire, Cglony of Virginia, being very sick and weak, being in
weak or‘imperfect health of body; but of perfect mind 2 nd memory,
thanks be given wito God, calling unto mine and mortality of my
body, and knowing that it is avpointed for all men once to die, do
make and ordain this, my iast Will and Testament; that is to say,
prineipally and first of all I give and recommend my soul unto the
hand of my God who gave it, and my body I recommend to the earth,
to be buried in decent, Christiah burial, at the discretion of my
Exgcutoré, nothing doubting but at the’géneral resurrection I shall
receive the same'ggain byrthe rmighty power of Godj and as touching
such worldly estate wherewith it has pleased God to place me in
this life, I give, devise and dispose of the same in the following
mannersy »

First: I give and bequeath to Lydia, my dearly beloved wife,
the third part of my personal estate and land; also her riding mare
and the work'horse named Balford, a black, Also, I give to my well
beloved son, John Savage, one-half of my land, and the other half to
my well beloved son, Nicholas Savage; also I give unto the two boys
above named , one cow and four sheep and one breeding mare to each
of them; and also to my daughter, Ann Savage, two cows and calves,
and four sheep, gnd fHE PERsddRermpEsttorenyesfat8™o ve equally
divided among my four children: John Savage, Nibholas Savage, Gean §
Savage, and Ann Savage. Also make Ludia Savage and Edward M. Mc-
Carty my sole esecutors of this, my last will and testament.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this

27th day of April, in the year of our Lord One Thousand, Seven Hun-

dred and Eighty-seven.
Signed, sealed, publ1shed, pronounced and decl ared by the

gaid John Savage as his last will and testament. His
: John X BSavage
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In the presence of us, whor 'i.n_the presence of each other,
have hereunto subscribed our namess
Nicholas Seaver,
John Daton,
Henry Getthens,

William Daton.



From Herald-Advertiser, April 28, 1929,
COLONIAL TROOPS BEAT FRENCH AND GET SAVAGE GRANT,
By Eunide Proctor Perkins.

The section of the Colony of Virginia, now included in Cabell
County, West Virginia, was a vart of the bitterly disputed and long
fought for Valley of the Ohid, La Belle Riviere of the French,

The French settlement at Quebec in 1608 had épread itself to
inclﬁde all of Canada and part of the present state of Maine, In
the year 1682 La Salle, having tra%eled the Mississippi to its
ﬁouth, built Fort Chartres on the Illinois river, and proclaimed
the great river, to the head of all its tributaries. to be a voses-
gion of the King of France. |

The English settlement in Virginia in 1607, and their second

charter in 1609, named their domain to extend "“up into the land

“through-out from sea to sea, west and north-west." In the year

1744, they strengthened this claim by a treaty with the Indians,
consummated at Lanc aster, Pa. by which, for the sum of $200,00 in
gold and a like amount in goods, they were to be allowed to settle
in the country over the mountains,

The French hastened to a tangible proof of their owner-
ship, and in the year 1749, the Governor-General of Canada, or New
France, as it was then known, sent a fleet of canoes manned by In-
dians and French officers to lay leaden plates at the mouth of all
the principal branches of the 0YO or La Belle River, with a plain
statement of their posession

"Iﬁ the year 1749, reign of Louis XV, King of France, we,
celron, commandant of a detachment sent by monsieur, the Marquis
de la Gallissoniere, Commandent General of New France, to re-es-
tablish tranquility in some Indian villages of these cantons,
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haye_bu:ie@rthis plate at the mouth of the :iver Chinodashichetha,
the 18th August, near the Ohio, otherwise Beautiful River, as a
monurent of Renewal of Posessions , which we have taken of the
said river Ohio, and of all of those which fall into it, and of
all the lands on both sides as far as the sources of said riversj
the same as were enjoyed, or ought to have teen enjoyed, by the pre-
ceding Kings of France, and that they have maintained it by t heir
arms and by the treaties, especially by those of Ryswick, Utrecht,
and Aic La Chapelle."™

The plate that was buried at the mouth of t he Kanawha
river was found in later years; and the above inscription, and the

cut accompanying this article are taken from its face,

Struggle for the Beautiful River.

Inthis same year, 1749, thé English began settlements
over the mountains; Thomas Lee, of His Majesty's Council in Vir-
ginia , with twelve others, formed the Ohio Company, and received a
grant of 500,000 thousand acres of land "between the Monongahela

and Kanawha Rivers. On the south side

at Wills Creek, now Cumberland, Md. and employed Col.Thomas Kresap
to cut a road sufficient for a horse to travel to the Monongahela
River. Cresap hired a friendly Indian, Nemacolin, to assist, and
the Indian pointed out a2n old trail which led through the forest and
over the mountains., This was widened, and became the nucleus of the
Braddock road. For many years it w-s known as Nemacolin's Path, It
led to the Little Meadows, and on to the Great Meadows, natural
green pasture which ever proved useful to the trader and settlerwho

followed this historic trail. gThe-terminus, on the Monongahela
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was about where Brownstown, Pa, now stands, near the mouth of the
Red Stone creek, and the entire section was long known as "Redstone "

The alert Inﬂian was aroused by these activities, and voiced a
vigorous protest, , claiming their intention in the Treaty of Lan-
caster to have been settlements to the foot of the Alleghanies, but
never into their rich hunting grounds on the Ohio tributaries, A
new treagy had to be made, Accordingly, in 1753, Col.Joshua Fry,
Lunsford Lomax, and James Patton, commissioners on the part of
Virginia, ; ﬁet in treaty thé sachems afid chiefs of the Six Na-
tions at ibgstown, Pa, and a treaty wés ratified.This treaty pro-
fessed to guarantee that white settlers on the south side of the
Ohio would not be disturbed by these Indians,

The Ohio Comvany now prevared to oven the countfy. Christo-
vher Gist, one of the widely known Indian traders, guide and woods-
man, was sent out. He settled about seventy miles from the old
Redstone warehouse in 1753, and eleven families jﬁined him in
1754, Now the French prepared to hold the valley at any cost. The
English traders ﬁere seized, and held captive, and Indians who
were friendly to the Virginians were driven out of French soil, wikh
threats of violence. Governor Dinwiddie, of Virginia, on hearing of
these revorts determined to send messenger to the French for a con-
ference., George Washington, a young man of scarce twenty-one years,
was called upon to go.
| He left Williamsturg, the capital of Virginia, in November,
1753 and made his way to Wills Creek, taking two weeks for this —art
of the journey. Here he invited Shingess, King of the Delawares,
to a parley; and later they were "Jjoined by Half King, of the Six
Nations, After a council with the Indians Washington pushed on
to the French fort, Venango, which was located aboueAthe mouth of the
Alleghany ri&er in the present state of Peﬁnsylvania.
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Here'he met the French commander; Joncaire, and delivered his
message, The French indignantly, though politely, refused to give
up the country; and Washington was compelled to return to Virginia
with this message. Gist had accompanied him, and they set out in
mid-winter down the Alleghany to the Ohio river., Here, at the orks
of the rivers, Washington took note of the strategic importance of
the point for a fort in case of war. It later became Fort Pitt, now
Pittsbure.

Part of the return journey was made on a raft which he and Gist
constructed with their wood hatchets. as a means of crossing one
of the turbulent rivers. From the journal of Washington we read the
followings

"Before we were half way over we were jammed in the ice in such
a manner that we espected every moment our raft to sirk, and oursel-
ves to perish., I put out by setting pole to try to stop the raft
that the ice might pass by, when the rapidity of the stream threw tw
threw it with so much violence against the pole that it jerked me
out into ten feet of water; but fortunately I saved myself by catch-
ing one of the raft logs - - - =Notwithtanding all our efforts, we
could not get to either shore, but were obliged, as we were near
an idland, to quit our raft and make to it, - - -The water was
shut up so hard that we foudd no difficulty in getting off the is-
land on the ice, in the morning.

Gist's settlement was reached after many dangerous days, and

Washington went on to Williamsburg, where he arrived with his mes-
sage in January of 1754.

The Battle of Great Meadows.

The quarrel grew until the Council of Virginia determined

to ancropriate " .



as Colonel, and George Washington as Lieutenant colonel, Washington
pushed forward with two comvanies to erect a fort at Redstone. By
May 9, 1754, he had reached the Liftle Meadows, and after having a
message from his old friend, Half King, that the French were
approaching, he hurried on to Great Meadows, Gist now joined him and
confirmed the report. Intrenchments were at once thrown up and prep-
arations made to withstand attack, >

Some time in the night z message reaclhed Washington that
the enemy were encamped six miles away , in a deep vale. Though the
rest of the army had not reached him , Washington determined on a
night attack, and through torrents of rain hé led his little army
forward in the track of his Indian Guide. In silence the men fol-
lowed their leader, while sweeping rain and sullen thunder smoth-
ered alike, the tread of his soldiers and the command of the leader.

Gray dawn brought on the battle, M. De Jumonville, Command-
er of the French, with ten men, fell at the first fire. The French
surrendered after the death of the Commander, and were marched to
the camp af Great Meadows, § thence to Virginia. Washington lost one
man, and two were wounded. History had not recorded the name of
this Colon‘al soldker; but the land declaration of Henry Bailey, of
Albermarle County, found in the Augusta County records, related that
he enlisted with his brother William, and was at the Battle of Great
Meadows, where William was killed.

Thus was shed the first blood in that gigantic struggle
for the Ohio Valley , and for Canada, in which France was destined
to lose.

The Colonists thué began their training in organized war-
fare, and were nine years in the struggle. Many of their officers

eHe
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Survey of the Military Leands,

Steps wrere at once taken to survey and §1ace into the hands of
these soldiers their lands. This was no simple undertaking whenvwe
consider that there was neither fort nor habitation east of Green-
brier county'of to-day, thoucgh it ehen all lay in Montgomery County.
All suvplies, aside from game, had to be had to be brought from the
settlements on the Greenbrier, with no road way except the Indian
trails, which sufficed for travel by horse for long distances. Gen-
eral Tupper and William Buffington are usually spoken of as the sur-
veyors, Lewis Poteet is mentioned as being a chain bearer., Several
surveys were made, and jistory is not quite clear as to which survey
came first, At any rate, by the year 1775, they had returned, and
the actual partition was accomplished. Hundreds of families were now
ready to come to the land, and a fort had been built on the Kanawha
by William Morris.

These activities were halted by the activities of another Indian
war, What is known as Dunmore's war was b reaking out as the set-
tlements began to follow the peace of the French and Indian war. This
peace treaty left Canada and the ¥xitrdx8iaxtex Ohio valley in the
hands of the English, Settlement started at Wheeling, and other
pounts on the Ogio side of the mountains., Although this had been agreed
to by the Indians, they could not view the settlements with peaceful
eyes. Too, the settlers found trade with the Indians very orofitable,
and rum and fireamms greatly to be desired for trade. Quarrels fol-
lowed, and early in 1774 war seemed ijevitable. October of this year
“he battle of Point Pleasant gave the white people the greatest vie-
tory over the Indians, and broke forever their power on the Virginia

side of the Ohio,
Dawn of the Revolution
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The yictory of the Virginians over the Indians4had'seemed to
open the way for soldie:s‘Qf the battle of G;gat Meadows to settle
on their lands in the farasaway Ohio Valley , twenty years after the
battle.

A fort had been erected at oint Pleasant, another, as mention-
ed above at a point above what is now Charleston, on the Kanawha,
directly i n their pathway to their new homes,

However, the great war of the Revolution was already begun, The
alarm of Lexington, in 1775 caused the greatest upheaval, all over
the American Colonies, from Massachusetts to the Ogio . The Indians
from Canada and the great valley from the Ohio to the Mississippi
became English allies, Outstanding settlem nts were in the direct
danger of obliteration, Lurking red men were everywhere with
sca;ping knife and tomahawk, seeking the scalp reqard of the Eng-
lish., Hundreds of settlers were killed, or captured, and every
white soul west of the mountains hurried into hastily erected
forts.,

The fort that had been built at Point Pleasant by Lewis's
soldiers, following the battle there was burned, No settlement was
possibtle on the Savage Grsnt at sheh sitime, Ten years passed with-
out a single settler arriving. . The Revolution, closing in 1783,
now nearly thirty years since the battle of the Great Meadows,
found pe~ce in the eastern vpart of the Colonies, but the Ohio valley
had a more implacable foe. The Six Nations were not yet at peace.
What is known in West Virginia as the Indian war, now becomes the

nart of those who would abide op the waters of the Beautiful River,

Winning the West,

Campaign after camvaign followed into Hio, to be broken in-
to a route homewgrd, with many brave men left behind. The new Govern-

ment of the United States took a hand. The regulars of the old
-
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Conﬁinentgl army supplemented the militia of the western settle-

ments , and it remained for "Mad" Anthony Wayne to bring about
the final victory; but not_without paying a price in the blood of
many bravest of the brave.. And so it was that sbout 1795, full
forty years after the battle of Great Meadows, and twenty years
after the allotment of land in pay for the military service of
of the soldiers who fought there, the first permanent settlers be-
gan to arrive, in what is now Cabell Cgunty.

The records of the county do not show the name of a single
one of the original grantees of the land on thelr vages, as a perma-
nent settler on the Savage Grant. Forty years had been a long t ime
to wait +to establish a home.,. Many had sold their rights to men
who had never heard of the battle of Great Meadows. A great number
of t he rights were sold for taxes, and bought by capitalists of that
~day who dealt in lands as the coming wealth of the country.

Captain Savage, himself, had passed into the Havppy Hunting
Ground®, his will being probated in far-a-way county of Hampshire
in the year 1791, A copy of his will follows this article. The Wills
and Records of a number of his "common soldiers" «czn be seen on the
recirds of Cabell County, wills of far distant counties, devising
the "said land devolved to grantor as a soldier in the year 1754
under Col.Washington, lying and being on the Big Sandy survey, lot
of the fifth ticket, containing 460 acres."

And thus$ The moving finger writes, and having writ,
¥oves on: nor all thy piety nor wit,

Nor all thy tears wash out a word of it,"
Shall lure it back, to cancel half a line.
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GEORGE WASHINGTON'S DEARY OF HIS TRIP INTO THE COUNTRY
OF [HE OHIO.

Editor's note: The following excerpt from the -
diary of the first EreatdAmérican for October and November,1770,
tells in his own words, of his trip to the country beyond the -
mountains into the Ohio valley region. Reprinted by permission of
the National Republic.

S.Began a journey to the Ohio in company with Dr.Craik, his ser-
vgnt, and two of mine , with a lead hotse, with baggage. Dined at
Towlston and lodged at Leesburg , distant from Mount Vernon about
40 miles., Here my pbrtmanteaux ho?se failed in his stomach. |

6. Fed our hoeses on the top of the ridge at one Codley's, and

arrived at my borther Samuel®s on Worthington's Mérch a little la-

ter, after they.had dined, , the distance being about 30 miles.

7. My portménteau horse being unable to proceed, I left him at my
brother's and got one of his, and proceeded by Joliffs and Jasper
Rinkers to Samuel Pritchards on Cacapehon. At Rinkers, which ap-
pears to be a cleanly house, my bcy was taken sick, but continued
on to Pritchard's. Pritchards is also a pretty good house , there
teing fine pasturage, good fences, and beds tolerably clean,

8. My servant being unable to travel, I left him at Pritchard's

with Dr.Craik, and proceeded, myself, with Vale Crawford to Col.

Cresaps in order to learn from him, (being just arrived from England)

the particulars of fhe grant said to be lately sold to Walpole, and
others for a certain tract of country on the Ohio.

9. Went uo to Rumney in order to buy work horses and meet Dr.Craik
and my baggage. In the afternoon, Dr,Craik and my servant, much
amended, and the baggage arrived from Pritchard's, said to be 28
miles,

10, H@ving purchased two horses and recovered another, which had

"



been gone from me near xnnx;nxxx;“thrée_yearg, I_dispatchedrmy boy
Giles.with my two riding hgrées home, and prodeéded on my_journey,
[ arriving at one Wise's now Turner's_Mill; about 22 miles,

11. The morning being wet and heavy wé did not sel off till 11
o'clock and arrived that night at one Killam's on a branch of
George creek, where we crossed at the lowér end of my deceased bro-
ther Augustine's Bottom, known by the name of Pendergrasses,

12, We left Killam's early in the morning , breakfasted at the Lit-
tle Meadows, 10 miles off, and lodged at the Great Crossings, 20
miles further, which we found a tolerable good day's work.,

13, Set out about sunrise, breakfasted at the Great Meadows, 13
miles off, and reached Captain Crawford‘s about 5 o'clock., The lands
we traveled over to-day till we had crqssed the Laurel Hill (except
in small spots) was very mountainous and indifferent, but when we
came down the hill to the Plantation of Thos. Gist the land appear-
ed charming, ; that which lay level being as richand black as
anything could possible be; and the more hilly kind, tho of a differ
ent complexion, must be good, as well from the crops it produces,
as from the beautiful white oaks that grow thereon, the white 6ak
in general, indicates poor land § yet this does not appear to be of
that cold kind.

Sunday 1l4th., At Crawford's all day. Went to see a coal mine not
far ffom his house on the banks of the river; the coal secemed to be
of the very best kind, burning freely, and abundance of it. .

15, Went to view some land which Captain Crawford had taken up
for me. This tract, which contains about 1600 acres, includes some
as fine land as I ever saw, a great deal of rich meadow, and in genk
eral, is leveler than the ountry about it., This tract is well water-
ed, and has & valuable mill site,



The lands which I passed over to growth chiefly white oak,
but very gqod,_nqt%with;standingg and what is extraordinary and
gontrary to the property'of all otherﬁlands, I ever saw before,.
the hills are the richest land; the soil upon the sides and sum-
mits of them being as black as coal and the growth, walnut and éher-
ryspice bushes, &c. )

16.This day visited by one Mr.Ennis, who had traveled down the
Little Kanawha (almost) from the head to the mouth, on which he
says the lands are broken, the bottoms neither very wide nor rich,
but covered with beechy at the mouth the lands are good, and contin-
ue so up the riverj and about Weeling and Fisher Creek 1s, accord-
ing to his account, a body of fine land. I also saw a son of Cap-
tain John Hardens, who said he had been from the mouth of Xke Lit-
tle Kanawha to tﬂe big, but his descriptions of the lands seemed
to be so vague and indeterminate that it was much doubted whether
hejvas over there or not.
17. Arrived at Fort Pitt, distant 43-1/2 mikw®m measured miles,
In riding this.distance we pass over a great deél of exceeding fine
land , chiefly white oak, resembling, (as I think all the lands in
this country do) the Loudoun lands for hills,
We lodged in what is called the Town, distant about 200 yards
from the Fort, at one Mr.Semples, who keeps a very good house of
Public IEntertainmment. These houses are built of logs and ranged in-

to streets, are on the Monongahela, and I suppose, may be about 20

“in number,

The Fort is built in the point between the River Alleghany

and Monongahela, but not so near the pitch of it as Fort Duguesne

- gtood. It is five sides and regular, two of which next the land,

are of brick, Bhe others stockade., A mote encompaswes it. The gar-

rison consists of two Companies of Royal Irish , commanded by one
.



Captain Edmondson,
lS, Dined_in the Fort with Colf ergrah énd.the officers
19. Received a message from Col.Croghan that the White Mingo, and
other Chiefs of the Six Nations had something to say to me; and
desiring thét I would te at his house about 11, where they were to
meet. I went up, and received a string of fwampum from the White
Mingo to the following effect: That, as I was a person who some of
them r<member to have seen when I was sent on an embassy to the
French , and most of them had heard of; they were come to tid me
welcome to this country, and to désire that the people of Virginia
would consider them as friends and trothers linked together in one
chain; that I would inform the Governor that itwas their wish to
live in peace and harmony with the white people, and that though‘
there had bteen some unhappy differences tetween them and t he people
of the frontiers , ot was all made up, and they hoped, forgotten.
and concluded with saying that their brothers of Virginia did not
come among them and trade, as t he other inhabitants of the other
Provines dids; from whence they were afraid that we did not look up-
on them with as frindly an eye as they could wish,

To this I answered that all the injuries and affronts that
had passed on either side was now totally forgotten, and that Iwas
sure nothing was more wished and desired by the people of Firginia
than to live in the strictest friend-ship with themj that the Vir-
ginians were a people not so much engaged in trade as the Pennsyl-
vanians, &c. which was the reason of their not teing so frédquently
among them; but that it was possitle that they might, for the time

to come, have stricted connection with them, and that I would acquain

the Governor with their desires,
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20. We ig@arked‘in a large canoe with spff;pient store of provis-

ions and necesgaries , and the following persons,(besidesVDr.Craik

and myself), Captain Crawford, Josh Nicholson, Robert Bell, William
Harrison, Charles Morgan and Daniel Reardon, a boy of Captain Craw-
ford's, and the Indians, who were in a canoe by themselves,

From Fort Pitt we sent our horses and boys tack to Crawford's
with orders to meet us there again the 14th of November. ColCroghan
Lieut, Hamilton and one Mr.MeGee set out with us.

Sunday 21. Left our incampment akout 6 o'clock and breakfasted at

Logstown , where we parted with Col.Groghan, &c.

22, As it tegan to snow about midnight , and continued pretty
stea ily at it, it was about 1/2 after seven tefore we left our incamp
ment, About 8 miles we came to”the mouth of Yeilowstohe Creek, te=-
low which appears to te a xexx long Bottom of very good land. The
river from Fort Pitt to the Logstown has some ugly rifts and shoals
which we found s omewhat difficult to pass. The river abounds in-wild
geeseiand several kinds of ducks, btut i n no great gquantity. We
killed five wild turkeys today.

23. About two o'clock we set out with the two Indians which was
to accompany us in our canoe, and in atout four miles came to the
mouth of a creek called Seulf Creek, at the mouth of which is,s bot-
tom of very good land, as I am told there is likewise, up it. At the
Mingo Town we found and left 60 odld warriors of the Six Nations go-
ing to the Cherokee Country to proceed to war against the Cuttabas.

24, We left our incamoment tefore sunrise . About six miles below
it we came to the mouth of a pretty smart creek called by the Indians

Split Island Creek. There is the appearance of good land a distance

up it.



25 About balfran hour”qfter seven weset out from our incampment,
which is a body of fine land. We saw innumerable quantities of mxk
turkeyg, and_numerous tear watering and browsing, some of which we
killed. We threw out some lines at night and found a cat fish of
the size of our largest river gats_hooked to it in the morning, tho
it w as of the smallest kind there.

26, Left our incampment half an hour after six ofclock. This day
proved clear and pleasant, the only day since the 18th that it did
not rain or snow, and threaten the one or the other very hard.

27. Left our incampment a gquarter tefore seven. We came to the
mouth of the Muskingum about four miles. This river is about 150
yards wide at the mouth. A gentle current and clear stream runs out
of it, and clear stream runs out of it, and is navigatle a great
way into the country for canoes.

28, Left our incampment about 7 o'clock. Four miles down we fouwmhd
Kiashuta and his hunting part incamped. Here we were under the ne-
cessity of paying our compliments, as this person was one of the
Six Nation chiefs, and the head of them upon this river. In the per-
son of Kiashuta I found an old acquaintance, he being one of the In-
dians that went with me to the French in 1753. He expressed a satis-
faction in seeing me, and treated us with great kindnesé, giving us
aqqarter of very fine buffalo. He insisted upon us spending that
night with himg and in order to retard us as little as possitle,
moved his camp down the river about 3 miles telow the mouth of the
creek, After much counselling the over-night, they all came to my
fire the next morning with great formality § when Kiashuta, rehearsing
what had passed tetween me and the sachems at Co.Crawford's, thanked
me for saying that peace and friend-ship was the wish of the people
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of Virgip;a_(with them), and for recommending it to the traders
to deal with them upon a fair and“equitable faoiing: and thenvagin
their desire of having a trade opened with Virginisa, and»thﬁt the
Governor thereof might not only te made gcquainted therewith, but of
theirvfriendly disposition towards the white people. This I promised
to do. ‘

29, The tedious ceremony which the Indians observe in their
counsellings and speeches, detained us till 9 o'clock. Opposite
to the creek just telow which we incamped is a pretty long bottom,.
But avout 8 or 9 miles telow comes in a creek with fallen timber at
the mouth on which the Indians say there is wide bottoms and and
good land, On this ereek many buffaloes used to te, according to the
Indiansf account,

30, Ve set out 50 minutes past seven, the weather teing windy
and cloudy, after a night of rain. In about two miles we came to the
head of a bottom (in the shape of a horseshoe) which I judge to be
about 8ix miles round. About ten miles below our incampment and a 1lit-
tle lower down than the bottom descrited +to lie in the shape of a
horseshoe comes in a creek, and opposite to this kegins a kody of
flat land which the Indians tells us runs quite across xke to the
Falls of the Kanawha, and must te at least three days walk across. A
mile or two btelow this we landedand came to a pretty lively Xkind of
land grown up with hickory and oaks of different kinds, intermixed
wiﬁh walnuts, We also found shallow ponds, the sides of which, a-

bounding in grass, invited innumeratle quantities of wild fowl,
among which I “sawda “ouple of btirds in size tetween a swan and a
goose and in color somewhat the two teing darker than the young

swan and of a more sutty color; the cry of these was as unusual
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as the bi;d,titself,_as I”never heard any noise resembling it tefore,
31. ‘I sent the canoe along down to the junction of the two rivers
about 5 miless that is the Kanawha with the Ohio, and set out upon
a hunting trip to view the land., The land from the rivers appeared
#g bat indifferent, and very btroken; gqhether these ridges might not
bte those that divide the waters of the Ohio from the Kanawha is not
certain, but I telieve they arejy if so, the lands may yet be valu-
able. If not, that which lies off the river tottoms is czood for 1lit-
tle.
November 1., A little tefore 8 o'clock we set off with our canoe
up the river %o discover what kind of lands lay upon the Kanawha.

2., We proceeded up the river with the canoe abtout 4 miles more, &
and then incamped and went a-hunting. Killed five tuffaloes, and
wounded some others, three deer, & . This country abounds in buffalo
and wild game of 2ll kinds as, also, in all kinds of wild fowl
there teing in the vottoms a great-many grassy vonds or lakes, which
are full of swans, geese, and ducks of different kinds.

3. We set off down the river on our return hoﬁewards, and incamp-
ed at the mouth. At the beginning of the Bottom, above the junction
of the rivers and at the mouth of a branch on the east side I mark-
eé@ two maples, an elm and a hoopwood tree as a corner of the sol=-
dier's land, (if we can get it) intending to take all the btottom, hence
to the rapids in the Great Bend into one survey.

4, We met a canoe going to the Illinoies with sheep, and at this
place, also, that is, at the end of the tottom from the Kanawha, just
as we came to the hills, we met with a sycamore atout 60 yards from
the river, of a most extraordinary size, it measuring (three feet from
the ground) 45 feet round, lacking 2 inchesj and not 50 yards from it
was another 31.4 round,

4, I set off the canoe with our taggage and walked across the

e
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neck with Captain Crawford, distance,efcording to our walking,
atout 8 miles, This is a food neck‘of land, the soil bteing gener-
ally good, and in places, very rich. .

6., We left our incampment a little after day-light, and, and
in abtout 5 miles we came to Kiashuta's hunting camp whichwas now
removed to the mouth of that creek having fallen timber. By the
kindness and idle ceremony of the Indians , I was detained at
Kiashuta;s camp all the remaining part of this dayj; and having a
good deal of conversation with him on the subject of land, he infﬁ
informed me that it was farher from the mouth of the Great Kanawha
to the fall of that river than it was tetween the two Kanawhas,

- - - - - We gset out half an hour after -- - - - - = - -

We left our incammment as soon as we could clearly dis-
tingussh the - - - - = and after passing the tottom -------=-
neither appears to te long -- nor very rich, we came to a = - =
tottom called bty the Indians Little Hockhocking.

9. The night »roving very rainy and the morning wet, we did not
set out until after 10 o'clock, and encamped by the three islands.,
Seeing a bear upon the shore, we followed it m=x® akbout half a
mile from the river gave us an opportunity of seeing a little oft
the land, which was hilly, tut rich.

10, After a night of incessant thunder and lightning, attended

"with heavy rain till 11 o'clock that day.

11.The last night proved a night of incessant rain, attended k¥
with thunder and . lightning. The river, by this morning had raised
atout feet, pervendicular and traveling fast. The rain, seem-
ing to atate a little, and and the wind springing up in our favor
we were tempted to set off; but were deceived in toth, for t hexxin
wind soon ceased, and but the rain continued without intermis-

sion till about 4 o'clock, when it moderated. However, though we
=
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did not setf off till 11 we got to the head of the long reach, h
the river continuing to run fast and much choked with drift wood.

12, About 12 we left our incampment and to encounter a very
heavy stream._ We came to a resolution of ordering our horses
(which by appohhtmeht were to be at Pittsturgh the 14th) to meet
us at Mingo Town.

13, We dispatched the young Indian exvress to Valentine Craw-
ford, who had the charge of them to proceed on to that place,
where we onurposed, if vossitle, to get the canoe, being about 50
miles telow. In vursuance of this resolution, we embarked again,
and with difficulty got atout 5 miles farther. The river now must
te about 4 or 5 and 20 feet akove its usual height. This day, abou
two in the afternoon, we met two battoes and a large canoe going
at a very fast rate to the Illinois, with provisions for the gar-
rison at Fort Chartres.

14, The river negan to te at a stand between sunset and dark
night, and continued for some hours so, falling obly two feet by
sunrise. Atout an hour after sun we left our incampment. |

15, The canoe set off at sunrise.

16, Directing the canoe to meet me at the mouth of the creek,
called bty the Indians "Split Island" I set out with Captain Craws®
ford on foot, to take a view of the land tack a little distance
from the river,

The 0ld Indian with me spoke of a fine piece of land a teau-
tiful place for a house, and in ordér to give me a ~-ce--- lively
idea of it, chalked out the situation on his deerskin., It lies up-
on Bull Creek, at least 30 miles from the mouth. The spot he recom
mends for a house siisds very high, commanding'a vrospect of a
great deal of laedel land below the creek, the.ground'about it‘

very rich, and a fine spring in the middle of it &about which

~
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many_buffalqes use as have made great roads.

17. By this mornipg the river has fallen in the whole, +two or
three and twenty feet and was still lowering. About 8 o'clockwe
set out. About 3 o'clock we came to the Town without seeing our
horses, the Indian (whichvas sent bty express for them).having pas-
sed through only the morning tefore (teing detained bty the creeks
which were too high to ford without going high up them). Here we
resolved to wait their arrival, which was expected to-morrow. Every
here and there are islands , some larger and some smaller, which,
operating in the nature of stops, or locks, occasion pretty still

water akoves but, for the most vart, strong and rapid water along-

"side of them; however, fhere is none of them so swift %kmk but thate

a vessel may be rowed, or set up with poles.

When the river is in its natural state large canoes that
will carry 5,000 or 6,000 weight, or more, may be worked against
stream by 4 hands 20 or 25 miles a day; and down, a great deal
more. The Indiaps, who are very dextrous, even their women, in t he
management of canoes, have their hunting camps and cabins all a-
long the the river for the confenience of transporting their skins
by water, to market. In the fall, so soon as the hunting season
comes on; they set out with their families, for this purpose.
and in hunting will move their camps from place to place till, by
spring, they get 2 or 300 or moremiles from their towns. Then, tea-
ver catching in their way up which frequently trings them into
the month of May when the women are employed in planting. The men
at market and in idleness till the fall again, when they pursue the
same course again. During the summer, they live a poor and perish-

ing 1life.
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‘The Indians who live upon the Ohio, (the upﬁer parts of it, at
1east) ard composed of Shawnees, Delawares, and some of the
Mingoss, who, getting but llttle part of the consideration that
was given for the lands eastward of the Ohio, ¥iew the settlement
of the people upon the river with an uneasy and jealous eye, and
do not scruple to say that they must te compensated for their
right if the people settle thereon , notwithstanding the cession
of the Sux Nations thereto. On the other hand, the people from Vir-
ginia, and elsewhere, are exploring and marking all the lands that
are valuable, not only Redstone, and other waters of Mongehela,
but along down the river as low as the Little Kanawha, at least;
and by next summer, I suppose, will get to the Great Kanawha, at
least. How difficult it will te to contend with these people after
wards 1is easy to te judged of from every day's experience of
lands actually settled, supposing these to te made, than which
mothing is more prokakle if the Indians permit them, from the dis-
position of the people at present.

18, Agreed with two Delaware Indians to carry up our canoe to
Fort Pitt, for the doing of which I was to pay 6 dollars and give
them a Quart Tin Can,

19, The Delawares set off with the canoe, and, our horses not
arrifing, the day appeared exceeding long and tedious. Upon con-

versing with Nicholson, I found that he had teen to Fort Chartres,

;%1¥ﬁ%{§11inois, and got from him the following account of the
lands tetween this and that, and upon the Kanawha river; upon whicnﬁ
he had teen hunting.

The lands down the Ohio river grow more and more level as
vou approach the falls, and about 150 miles telow them, the country
appears quite flat, and and exceeding rigr., On the Shawna river,
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(Which comes into the Qpiqv400 miles.below the Falls, ,‘and atout
llOO_from Pi;tsburgh) up which he had hunted 300, and more miles,
the lands are exceeding rich. On the Shawna, tut a good deal inter-
mixed with cane or reed which might render them difficult to

= = = = « = = that game df all kinds ---vccemeccaa- here in the
greatest abundance, esvecially btuffalo., That from Fort Chartres to
Pittsturg by land is computed 800 miles; and in traveling through
the country from that plaée he found the soil very rich, the ground
exceeding level to Opost, ( a French settlement)and froﬁ Opost to the
Lower ShawneeTown on Scioto equally flat, that he passed through
large plains 30 miles in length without a tree except little islands
of wood, that in these plains thousands, and tenthousands of btuf-
faloes may be seen feeding.

26. Atout oner'clock our horses arrived, having teen prevented
getting to Fort Pitt bty the freshes. At two we set out, and got a-
tout 10 miles. The Indians traveling along with us,

21, Reached Fort Pitt in the afternoon, distant from our last
encampment abtout 25 miles,

22, Stayed at Pi{tsburgh all day. Invited the officers and some
other gentlemen to dine ith me, among whichwas one Dr.Connally, a
very sensitle, intelligent man who had *raveled over a good deal
of this Western country, btoth by land and water, and confirms Nich-
olson's account of the good land on the Shawna river, up which he had
teen near 400 miles. '

23, After settling with the Indians and people that attended me
down the river and defraying the sundry expenses accruing at P%tts-
turgh, I set off on my return home; and after dining at the Widow
Mierss on Turtle Creek; reached Mr.John Stephenson (two or three

hours in the night).

24, When we came to Steward's Crossing, at Crawfords, the river
iLm



was toq h;gh:ﬁorfprd;A_apd hig qanoeAgone_adrift.“_ preyef!‘after

wgiting twqwq?.three hours a canoewas got, in which werpassed,zand
swam 9ur»horse. The remainder of this day I spent at Captain Craw-

fordg, it either raining? or snowing hard all day.

25, I set out early in order to see Lund Washington‘s land, tut
the ground and trees teing covered with Snow, I was akle to form but
an indistinct opinion of it. Went to Mr.Thomas Gist's and dined,
and then proceeded out to the Great Crossing at Hoglands , where I ar
rived aviut 3 o'clock.,

26, Reached Killiam's, on Georgeis Creek,' where we met s everal
families going over the mountains to live, some without having any
places provided. The snow upon the Alligany mountains was near knee
deep.

27. We got to Col.Cresaps at the old town after calling at Fort
Cumberland and btreakfasting with one Mr.Ingalls--25 miles, |

28, The 01d Town Gut was so high as to wet us in crossing it, and
when we came @o Cox's the river was impassikle; we wdre obliged, Kioe
therefore, to cross in a canoe and swim our horsea._At Henry Enocks,
at the Forks of Cccapehon we dined‘ and lodged at Rinker's,

29, Set out at - - - and reached my trothers by ----- o'clock
(atout 22 or 3 miles) Prd Qemchawing tusinesdcby Winchestef, went

that way, to meet at Snicker's to-morrow. - - - - - - - =
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From Heraldfgévgrtige;, Jyne 9¢ 1929,

Captain John Savage Never Settled on His Grant.

a GREAT GRANDSONVOF'OLD_INDIAN FIGHTER RECOUNTS LEGANDS.

George Washington Sav;é;:‘;ig lives on a farm hear Salt Rock
says his Great Grandfather was a crafty Indian fighter who actual-
ly loved to match wits and courage with them. Believes John Savage
and Washington once visited this section of "West".

The Savage grant, worth milliops now, was given to his Great
Grand-father, by Washington for services rendered in French.ahd
Indian war, butsquatters got most of the lands.

(By J;ﬁ;;-ﬁ-‘H;w;rth)

Captain John Savage was a tall, sinewy fighting man, with a -
tread like a tiger cat's who learned by hair raising experience
that an Indian can follow the trail of a white man through the for-
est by scent, as a hound followijg the trail of a fugitive.

So George Washington Savage, his great grand son, describes
him,

To talk to George Washington Savage is an experience not read-
ily forgotten ty any sensitive mind. He, himself, is a tall, sinewy
man, upon whose countenance there is the stamp of indevendance and
self-reliance. It is quite easy for any imaginative mind to picture
him on the trail, treading noiselessly, like a tiger cat, over dry
leaves and brittle twigs, out-smarting the Indian in his native
forest, It is a very simnle matter to see Captain John Saﬁage,

himself, in beholding his great grand-son.

Bears Father's Name.

George Washington Savage, great grandson of Captain John Sav-
Age, was sur named after the father of his country Dbecause his
great grand father was the first President's intimate chum and boon
companion., The present George Wasington Savage is the second of
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of that name. His father was similary christened.

Despite his 74 years, hié is a splendid figure of a man, with
with eyes a-sparkle as though they would bore a man through. His
vowerful jaw lends strength to his lean face. and though he is old,
his countenance is ruddy with health. His arms are long, and so are
his legs, but spare of flesh and remarkably muscular, His body is
spare too, from tov to toe, but muscled like a gladiator&s., His

head is filled with anecdote and reminiscence--stories that in-

flame the imagination and make the hair on the back of a man's neck

seem to rise and curl. The stories are of his own people, the Savage
family, a race of tall, hardy, soft-treading fighting men.

He 1lives on a small farm near Salt Rock , in Cabell County
with two of his sons, one of his daughters and his wife. He peddles
butter milk and butter and small farm produce through the town of
Huntington on land of which his great grand-father was once the
owner , but who never saw it, and whose children, though he willed
it to them, never ®mw posessed an inch of it.

Captain John Savage, as everybody hereabouts knows by this
time, was a soldier under General Qashington in the French and In-
dian war. For his valor he was given a grant of land which in-
cludes what is now the site of Huntington. It extended beyond * he
Guyan river, followed the Ohio river to the Big Sandy, and extended
up t he Big Sandy to near Kermit.

It is worth millions now. In the 1770s General Washington had
the temerity to predict that it might some day become valuable--
say worth a dollar an acre.

Alas, there are only the most meagre relics of the Life of
Captain John Savage. Not a scrap of paper, except +the copy of his
will, not a picture of any sort --nothig is left behind him tovtell

hat sort he was, except the legands which have been handed down
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from generation to generation about him.
"No,"‘George Washington Savage muses, "None of my peovle
have any papers or pictures 1left by him. In those days people did-
n't think much of that sort of thing. Captain John Savage was jyst
a fighting man,"
~But the legands are numerous. Furthermore, they ring true.

They make of Captain John Savage a magnificent figure.

A Hardy Family

"All of us Savages) George Washington Savage points out,
"are btig, long-lived people.®

He has heard his father say that his grandfather told him
that Captain John Savage was a big man , standing 6 ft. 4" tall in
his moccasins, and weighing about 190 1lbs.

There is not an ounce of fat or beef on George Washington
Savage., Similary, there was none on his father, George Washington
Savage, Sr.,, and it is quite easy to believe the the family legand
that there was no fat, nor extra beef on Captain John Savage, the
celebrated Indian fighrer who trod the wilderness so craftily,

Captain John Savage migrated from Ireland, wher he was a frain
ed soldier, to Virginia in atout 1740 or thereabouts, , George Wash-
ington Savage natupélly, is not quite sure.

When a clash between the French , claiming the Mississiopi
and its tributaries by virtue of lLa Salle's explorations, and t he
English, settling in Virginia, appeared inevitable, there was much
rustering of hardy pioneer soldiers , and much bargaining with the
Indians, on both sides. It was natural that a sinewy soldier, train-
ed in the life, like Captain John Savage, shoild be among t he first
to lend a hand to General Washington.

He lent a hand with such hearty good will that when t he

first blood was shed in vhe horrible frontier bonflict between the
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English and French for posession ofrthe Ohio Valley, known as

the French and Indian war, Captain John Savage was right there

and helped cause much of the bloodshed, if the legands have it
right. At gll events he was highly regarded by General Washington,
So much so that after the Battle of the Great Meadows by which name
that conflict has been known, General Washington had the Savage
grant vrepared.

Once Visited Here.,

George Washington, Savage admits there is nothing certain
about it, but he is confident that Captain John Savage, in company
with George Washington, once was on the present site of Hunting-
ton in person, He is certain that both were in ﬁhat is now Mason
Clunty, and recalls that a spring in Mason County is called Wash-
ington Spring to this day, in honor of the first President,

A joung negro, some time ago, found a tobacco pipe near the
spring which students of early Americana affirm, was Washington's
own smoking pipe. Savage says the finder of the pipe was given
$75.00 for the relic.

He believes that his great grand-father and George Washing-
ton trod the banks of Four Pole and Twelve Pole creeks together.

"They were fast friends," he explains, "and Washington relied
on Captain John Savage a great deal., They named Four Pole creek be-
cause it was found to be four poles wide at the mouth; and the case
was the same with Twelve Pole creek. I am sure they both must have
been personally on both creeks., "

Mr.Savage devarted from his story to discuss early American
nomenclature, briefly.

"The Ohio river," he said, was named *he Oyo at first because

the Indians would call to one another across the river '0O-yo'. The
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The name of the Kangwha_waa originally the Kononee, and the
Kentucky river was first Cane-tuck because of the cane which grew
along its banks. The Tug river was so named because a party of pio-
neers in that vicinity became so hungry they chewed the traces or
tugs of their wagons. The Mud river was first called the O-kan-a-wa-g
the Indians,"

Savage is on more sure ground, he admits, - hen he tells of the
occasion when Cavtain John Savage fought the Indians at Crooked

Creek, in what is now Mason County.

Wgs in Mason County.

That occasion was at a place called Crooked Creek, in Mason
County, near the present town of Point Pleasant. The Savares have a
story in the family handed down from father to son for four genera-
tions, that Captain John Savage was in that frontier battle.

George Washington Savage's earnestness in telling about Captain
John Savage's feat at Crooked Creek is typical of his hair-lifting
ability.

Hear him tell it in a lame arvroximation of his own language,
noting that he never emmhasizes bty the use of profamity or epithét
beyond an odd-souding invocation, "By the Holy Way".

"There never was anything more cunning (he goes on) than an In-
dian, nor nothing more treacherous, nor heartless. But they tell me
that Captain John Savage was a match for them all,

"At Crooked Creek the soldiers were camped in a little bunch
of huts. Somebody had to stand sentinel every night. One lot of nights
By the Holy Way, seven sentinels were killed, one right after the o-
ther. Each one of the sentinels was shot straight through the keaxx
breast. Captain John Savage says, 'By the Holy Way, there is some-
thing mighty mysteribus about this. I am going to find out what JoaxrEx
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hanpengd.'_ The men all begged him not to take the chance, but
he wouldn't have it any other way.

”That night he stood Sentinel himself. The way my people tell
about it, it was a moon-light night. Along about 2 o'clock in the
mdrning, after nothing had happened all night, Cavtain John Savage
thought he heard a hog rootingaround in t he woods not far away. He
could hear him grunt and crunching the nuts he found on the ground,
rooting around in the leaves. |

"He thought it was a hog, but he thought it wasn't a hog,
too. So, when the thing got out from behind a tree, he raised his
gun and fired,

"By the Living Way, what looked like a hog was én Indian
chief, wrapped up in a buffalo robe. He had killed seven sentinels
that way, but he never killed anybody else."

It was at Crooked Creek in what is now Mason County, that
another hair-raising experience occurred in which Captain John Savage
varticipated,

"There was woman in the crowd," Géorge Washington Savage
tells it, One night she had a vision. She saw a holy angel who
avpeared before her in a dream, who told her God had sent him to
warn the people there that the Indians would attack at 8 o'clock
the next morning. She told s ome of the soldiers, 2 nd they said she
was crazy. But she raved and raged and cried that she had seen the
visdbman, so somcbody told Cavtain John Savage about it, and he talked
to her.,

"He believed her. And, By the Living Way, the Indians did at-
tack at 8 o'clock the next morning; and if it hasn't been for t hat

woman amd God's vision he sent to her there would have been a
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different‘story to tell. The_Indians were S0 badly torn to vieces
that they went away, and'never die come back," .

Captain John Savage died in Hampshire County, now Wgst Vir-
ginia, without ever having seen‘his lands. He was a g?eat_fighter, a

mighty hunter, , and he outsmarted the Indians on their own terms.

Had Four Childreh.

Small wonder his descendants revere his memory. Captain
John Savage had four children, Joh, Nicholas, Gene and Annie,
George Washington Savage says. The second son, John, had eight
children who i n order of fheir birth were Edward, Nicholas; Annie,
Pleasant, Howland, James Peter and George Washington,.

George Washington Savage married a Miss Partlow, of Meigs
County, Ohio, and three daughters were born to them. After the
death of his first wife he married a Mrs. McCoy, whose maiden name
was Peyton., Their children were George Washington Savage,Jr. and
Judy Savage, mow Mrs.Judy Jordan, George Washington Savage, Jr.
has six children. They are General, Theodore, Kermit, Goldie, Rosie,
and Lovey. General, the Bldestson, was named, of course, after
General ueorge Washington., Theodore and Kermit were named after the
Roosevelt boys, of the séme name. Goldie is now Mrs.Golden Adkins,
and Rosie is Mrs, Rosie Férguson. Lovey is ummarried, and lives
with her mother a2nd father,

Nicholas Savage was a Kentuckian. He became wealthyas a
manyfacturer of stock foods, and his sons, Nicholas, Edward and
James are in France , Eﬂgland, and Germany, respectively, as local
agents for that stock food, according to George Washington Savage.
Nicholas Savage, the elder, was the grandfather of the owner of
the celebrated trotter, Dan Patéh, o Other descendants of Captain
John Savage live in Kentucky near where their 6rigina1 settling
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point is known now as Savage8s Landing, just below Russell,

Grgndfather Was Fighter

George Washington Savage's father moved from Mount Savage,
Ky. to McComas District, Cabell County, where he established the fam-
ily on a small farm, and wheee George Washington Savage,Jr. now

lives. '
The present George Washington Savage was for 32 years a

constable in McComas district, but was never an army man. Neither
was his father., But his Grandfather--Ah, there was a fighting
man._When he was 16 years old he was a drummer boy in La Fayette's
army. He fought in the War of the Revolution, and he fought with
Jackson at New Orleans., George Washington has a folk song they sing
in Kentuéky‘about hhe prowess of the Kentuckians who fought at

New Orleans with Jackson, He will sing it for you if you ask him,
and sing it with the gusto #tdmkmx#x it's hardy theme and rugged con
stitution deserve. Now, over the trails where the crafty Indian once
stalked the footsteps of his forefathers, George Washington Savage
rides a 'bus over a concrete road into Huntington his head full

of stories of the pioneer days.

Reckoned in terms of genealogy, there is no Son of the Revo-
lution who can boast bluer blood than his, for his grand father
fought with Jackson and La Fayette, and his Great Grandfather
fought for, and was loved for his fighting wualities, by General
Washington, who made him one of his kost truted Cavptains. But the
civil war missed his father, and the World war missed him and his
sons. The boys were just about to be called when the war ended.

But, coming down from the head of the hollow which is his

home, the stories of his race of fighting men run through his

mind. -8~



Gilbert was8 Greatest,

Gilbert was the_greatest of Indian fighters in this vpart of
the country, he relates, and he causes the hair of the hearer to
raise on end when he tells about Gilbert,

"I don't just recall his first name," he says, "but it was

Ilenry, or something., Gilbert Creek, in_Logan County, is named for

him. He lived in there in the old days.

"Gilbert was a Washington man sent into this country bty Gener-
al Washington., They say of him that there never was an Indian fighe
er his equal, unless it was Daniel Boone. He was a real pioneer.
The Indians in Logan County were as afraid as death of him, They
say he once shot and killed an Indian across the Ohio riverwith
his rifle,

"One day he was on Gilbert Creek after some Buffale. A band
of Indians got on his trail. There were twelve or thirteen in the
band. Tjose Indians had a way of killing a rattlesnake and din-
ping their arrow heads in the poison. If that arrow head touched
a man he was gone., Gilbert knew all about that; it didn't worry
him any. He took aim at one of the Indians and killed him. Then
he made a big circle up the mountain-side and back down. The In-
dians were still trailing him. He shot another, and made a nother
circle uo the mountain side. Before he got through with t hat band
of Indians he had killed them all. He killed .103 Indians before
they got him. The score was 103 to 1.

"He wwaswwibhJoe Lusk. There was a fighting man, Joe Lusk.
Gilbert and Lusk were great friends. They were together once on
Gilbert Creek when, all of a sudden Gilbert said, "There are In-
dians around here.' He knew, beacuse some elder bushes just
ahead had been bent so as to make a corner. Gilbeft and Lusk
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wquld_havg tq comerarpund apd get into plain sight. But thgy went
around the elder bushes anyway, and the Indians got Gilbert.
Lusk 1is Captured.

"They shot him to 4 eath first, but they were so afraid of
him that they took his scalp and gut him through the middle
so they would be sure he was dead, Lusk was caught for fair.

The Indians t ook him down Gilbert creek to where the town of Lo-
gan is now, and then lover to where Laurel Hill is at present. Then
they crossed the Kanawha river and and carried him up fhe hillside
a short distance.

"The Indins saw that ¢ lme whites were‘following them and were
afraid that they would rescue Lusk, When they had gone a short
distance up the hillside, they they walked backward “own to the
river again, and made Lusk do the same. There they made him lie
down flat on his back and stoodwith their tomahawks over him. The
whites trailed the Indians by their tracks into the laurel hickets
on the hillside, from where they walked backward down to the river,
and not seeing any tracks vointing to their river, they went right
on and lost the trail. The Indians then took Lusk down into Ken-
tucky. He managed to escape, but he didn't stay free long.

- "One day Lusk was coming down a creek right near where Mount
Savage is now, where my people lived. He saw a btand of Indians sit-
ting around a fire. He could walk like a panther, and the Indians
didn't hear him, One of the Indiens, a Chief who had been hinkered
down sat up straight, and stretched his arms out wide. It was
such a temptation to Lusk that he couldn't resist it. He fired at
the Indian, and killed him,

"He had to go out of there, of course, but he wzs sure he
could get away. He made a big circle up the mountainside, and it

was getting dark; do he was pfetty sure he zxuXdx had gotten away.
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ButAhe_haﬂn't.” Ghose Inqians picked up his trail; and were right
pnrhim:_He_éogld look back and see them with their faces close to
the grpund{ He said afterwards that he knew they were following
him by scent, _ _ _ .

"Finally, they chased him so hard they overtook him. He
He thought he was going to be to:tured to death, because theydl
feared him and hated him so hard. But, By the Living Way; they
decided to take him up southwsrd, somewhere, and they started.

"They made it vpretty hard for him. They cut him, and burned
his hands and feet, and starved himj but he was pretty hardy, and
lived through it.

"They ciqssed the Ohio river down about where Maysville is
now,Aand went over into Ohio., Then they headed north ﬁp through
Onio. ZLusk tried every way to escape, but he couldn't. Up inthe
northern part of Ohio they went to a big Indian settlement, and
there Lusk stayed with them for seven years, all the time plotting
to get away.

"Once they captured a white woman and brought her in. Lusk
just couldn't stand to see the woman tortured the way they were tres
ing her; so he plotted with her to get away.

"He managed to get down tb the river, and they foupd a canoce
and got away in it. They paddled down the river all night, and
wkex in the morning of the next day they came to a white settlement
on the bvank of t he river, Nobody would take them in, they looked
so awful. But finally a man took Lusk in, and another family took
the woman. Théy hid Lusk in a hole dug under one of the little

huts. '
"It wasn't but an hour or so before there came an Indian

band after them, Lusk was afraid they would smell him out, because

he had seen them working on his scent; but, after three days of
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huntiqg! phgy”went on dowp thg river, Lusk then started to try to’
make hisrwayAto Phi ladelphia.

"It was a long way. It took him weeks and weeks, and when
he finally did get to the outskirts of Philadelphia he was a sight,

"He came to a farm where a little black boy was in a field

his mistress

and he asked the black boy to go to the house and asksf or some-
thing to eat,

"The black boy did, and came back and said his mistress said
for Lusk to come to the house. Lusk sent word that he was not a fi%
ting man to come to a decent house, because he had been a prisoner
of the Indians for several years. The black boy took the message
and came back am#x with word for Lusk to c ome to the house any
way. Lusk sent word that he couldn(t come to the house because
he was naked, and, besides, hewsn't a fitting person to come to
a house seeing that he was pretty nearly a savage by that time,

"But the woman came herself that time, and Lusk hid behind a
tree. The woman was well dressed and well bred, and she told Lusk
to follow her to the house, and she wouldn't look at him. So, she
went on ahead, and Lusk fpilowkdnBehihdeher. She gave him cllthes
and food. The clothes were fine clothes--her husband's. Hews
influential in politics in Philadelphia; where the National Capital
was then, , and he had money. Lusk;s story made so much symva-
thy there that the Legislature appropriated him $500.00; and he
dinally went back to Virginia, where he first came from , and liv-
ed like a gentleman on a farm.

"Nobody but a grand fighting man like him could have lived
to tell the tale, by the Living Way. That is the kind of stuff
Joe Lusk and Gilbert and John Savage and those fellows were made

out of, Just grit and muscle and nerve, they were."
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Born in Carter County.

7 GeorgeVWashington Savage, Grandson of Qaptain thn Savage, was
born in Carter County, Ky. January 9, 1812, His son, George
Washingtqn Savage, Jr, was born in McComas District, West Vir-
ginia, June 14, 1856, |

He does hot complain about his hard luck in failing to inher-
it the vast lands left by a grateful nation +to his great-grandfa-
ther,

"No," he says, "that is 211 in the past now. The men toﬁvhom
the land was left never saw it. Some of them sold their rights,
Othefs never gave the land a'thought. Squatters settled on it.
Some of our'oldest families around here descended from squatters
on my great-grandfathér's land. When my grandfather came intothis
country, all theVSavage land had been taken up by other people,
There was 28,027 acres of if."

The Savage clan will long continue to thrive, he bvelieves,
"Yeé?ﬂ he says, "By the Living Way, Captain John Savage was
a big man, a tall, hardy, fighting man, and a long-lived man. So
are all of our people. I am 74, My bdys are fine, strong btoys. We
ought to last a long time.,"
®"Would I rather live in the city than in the country? By
the Living Way, no. I wouldn't live in Huntington if I owned
it, I don¥t like the city."
It may be that Georgé Washington Savage has something of

his illustrious great-grandfather's spirit with him.



From - = = - = Advance.

Patentees of Savage Grant Placed Upon
- _County Records.

B An interesting Pistorical compilation in pelationrto the origi-
nal Savage and Greenbottomigrants --which includdéd Wayne as well as
Cg@el} Cquntiesyfhas_been completed and made public by Colonei
George B3 Wattace] Bf Huntington. The interesting fact was brought
out that John Savage was & Lieutenant, and not a colonel, as former-
ly supposed by many. Colonel Wallacefs article, which he caused
to be recorded in the official rec@rds of Cabell County, is as fol-
lows?

Savage and Greenbottom Grantse.

The Savage Grant and the original Greenbottom Grant made to
the several patentees for services in the French and Indian war
covered all of the Ohio river bottoms in Cabell County. Little
has been said about the Greenbottom patentees, but much interest
has been evidenced in the patentees of the Savage Grant. The first
name in this patent is that of John Savage, and from this fact Sav-
age has been designated as Colonel John Savage. Again, it has been
stated that that the grant was to John Savage and men of his com-
vany. However, both assumvtions are erroneous, and with the hope of
keeving t he reéord straight this article was prepared.

It will be remembered that early in 1754 Governor Dinwiddie, of
Virginia, in an efffirt to stimulate enlistments, promised
200,000 acres of land to be distributed among persons who would en-
list for service against the French,

The Savage Grant included the bottom lands along the Ohio
River, from Catlett's Creek (Catlettsburg,Ky.,), to a point near
Nine Mile ( Le Sage), in Cabell County, and the bottom lands on
both sides of the Big Sandy from its mouth to the forks (Louisa,Ky)

About this time Colonel Washington was busy recruiting, and a
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regiment now designated as the Vkrginia regiment was organized
with Jqshug Fry, as Cplonel, and Washington as the Lieutenant-
Colonel. Colonel Fry was thrown from his horse at Wills Cree
(Cumberland, Md.) and died May 31, 1754, and Washington later
became Colonel,
A roster of this Regiment, , dated July 9, 1754, Will8
Creek, just six days after the battle at Ft.Necessity, shows the
folléwing field officers and company commanderss
Colonel George Washington, cormanding.
Lieutenant Colonel George Muse,
Major Adam Stephen,
Ensign William Peyionia, Adjutant,
. James Craig, Surgeon,
Captain Robert Stobo,
. Peter Hogg = = = = = = = = = - = =
" Andrew Lewis,
"  Jacob Van Braam,
ol George Mercer,

A comparison of the names of the patentees of t he Savage
grant with this roster shows men of the same name as the patent-
ees, with rank and descripvtionas followss

John Savage, Lieut. Captain Andrew Lewis' company(wounded).

Robert Longdon (Sergeant Thomas Langdon}), Captain
Stobo's company.

Robert Tunstall, Sergeant, Captain Stobo's comvany,

Edmund Wagener, Segeant, Captain Hog's company,

Richard Trotter, Sergeant, Captain Hog's company,

Wire (Wile?) Johnson, Private, Captain Van Braams Company
(wounded).

Hugh McCoy, Private, Cavtain Mercer's company,

Richard Smith, Private, Captain Stobo's company.
e _
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John Smith; Private, Captain Lewig's company,

Charles Smith, Private, Captain Hog's company,

Angus McDonald, Private, Captain Van Braam's company.
Nathan Chapman, Private Captain Lewis's company (wounded).
Jpseph Gatewood, Private Captain Hog's company,

JdmgaSamuel, Private, Captain Hog's company,

Michael Scully, Private, Captain Hog's company,

Edward Goodwin, ?rivate, Captain Hog's company (wounded).
William Bailey, Private, Captain Van Braam's company(killed)

Henry Bailey, Private, Captain Stobo's company fspelled
, Bayly).

William Cofland, Private; Captain Stobo's comvany.
Mathew Doran, (Durham)? Private , Captain Hog's company

_ . (wounded).
John Ramsey, Private, Captain Hog s company.
Charles James,'ﬁrivate, Captain Hog‘s company,
Mathew Cox, Private, Captain Hog‘s company.
Marshett Pratt, Private, Captain Hog's company,
JohnWilson,
William Johnson, Private, Captain Hogfs company.
John Wilson,
Nathaniel Barrett, Private, Captain Mercer's company,
David Germsn, Private Captain Hog's company (wounded).
Patrick Galloway, Private, Captain Van Braam's company .
Timothy Conwsy, Private Captain Mercer's company,(wounded).
Christian Baumgardner,Private, Captain Mercer's company,

' (wounded) .,

John Houston, Private, Captain Mercer s company,

James Ford, Private, Captain Hog's comvany (wounded).

William Borughton (Bronauszh) , Ensign Captain Hog's com-
: . Pany.

William Carnes, Private, Captain Lewis's company,

Edward Evans, Drummer, Captain Mercer's comvany.



Thoma; Mgss; Private Captain Hogfs company,

liathew Jones, Private, Captain Lewis's company,

Philip Gatewood; Private, Captain Hog‘s company,

Hugh Paul,Private, Captain Van Braam's company,

Daniel Maples (Stable?) Private Cavtain Stobo's company,
William Sowry (Lowry?), Private, Capfain Mercer's company.
James Ludlow, Private, Captain Lewis's company.

James Latrot, Private, Captain Hog's company, (Letort}).
James Guinn, Private, Captain Mercer's company,

Joshua Jordan, Private, Captain Mercer's company (wounded),
William Jenkins.

James Commack (McCommac?) Private Cavptain Lewis's company,
Richard Morris, Private, Captain Stobo‘s company,

John Gholston (Goldson?) Private, Captain Stobo's company,
Robert Jones, Private , Captain Hog's company, (wounded)
William Hdgan, Private, Captain Van Braam's company,

John Franklin, Private, Cappain Stobo's company,

John Bishop.

George Matcomb, (Malcomb?) Private Cavtain Van Braam's
' Company.

William Coleman, Private, Cavtain Hog's corpany,
Richard Bolton, Private, Captain Van Braam's company,
John Kinkaidj George Hurst.

From the foregoing 1list it is aprarent that the vatentees of
the Savage grant, with the e#ception of the seven hereinafter men-
tioned, were all members of this regiment on July 9,1754, but t hat
these vatentees did not belong to the same companies. Only one of
them was an officer, and that was John Savage, a Lieutenant, and
the others were enlisted men,

From these facts we might econolude that when these men received

sl
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their warrants they pooled their interests and caused a single
survey to be made, and one patent issued.
With referepce to the seven patentees whosd names do not

apvear on thksrolly namely?

John Wilson 1;
John Wilson (2),
William Jenkins,
Charles James,
John Bishop,
George Hurst,

John Kinkaids

These could easily have joined the regiment at a later date.

It is interesting to speculate, was the Patentee, William
Jenkins, the same verson which Washington's Journal shows accom-
panied him on his trip to thé forks of the Ohio River in December,
1753, as a servitor? And was the John Bishop thé same person who
accompanied Washington as a body servant at the time of Braddock's
defeat?

The heirs of Colonel Joshua Fry were given a patent for
4441 acres of land which fronts some eight miles along the Ohio
River, and is now known as Greenbottom. This tract was owned, in
turn by two Governors of Virginia, namely, Governor William H., Ca-
tell and William Cary Nicholas, and was acquired by Captain William

Jenkins in 1835,
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