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The medical certificate stated that Rolando Teruel Ochoa 
passed away on August 25, 2023, at 12:54 h, in Havana, Cuba, 
at the age of 49. But it is not a total truth: a great man never 
dies, and Rolando remains among us by his perennial legacy 
in the field of the arachnology, mainly scorpiology, and also 
by his example as a researcher and a person.

Rolando was born on June 15, 1974, in Santiago de Cuba 
city, where he spent most of his life. His parents were Rolando 
Teruel Ginés, a Doctor of Medicine, and Grisel Ochoa Serrano, 
a Professor of Philosophy, Rolando being their single child.

His first and most relevant arachnological passion were 
the scorpions, of which he described three genera and 95 
species (63.75% of all the arachnid species described by 
him, including a new Cuban vinegaroon in press; Table 1, 
Appendix 1).

Having a prodigious memory, Rolando was an excellent 
observed and an insatiable field collector. Along his life as 
arachnologist, an evident progress may be observed, clearly 
detected when we compare his first works with those of the 
last years. At times incisive and pungent when discussing with 
some colleagues, he was permanently searching for perfection.

Notwithstanding other valuable contributions of Rolando 
to the arachnology, perhaps his best scorpiological legacy are:

(1) the book on the Cuban scorpion fauna, coauthored 
with František Kovařík in 2012;

(2) his series of taxonomical studies on the genus Buthus 
in the Iberian Peninsula, in collaboration with Carlos Turiel, 
published in 2020-2021; 

and (3) the revision on the Cuban endemic genus 
Tityopsis, coauthored by Tomás M. Rodríguez-Cabrera in 
2020, of which lamentably only the first part was published 
(Table 1, Appendix 2).

Although Rolando studied and described some scorpion 
taxa from Africa, Asia and Europe, most of his studies on this 
matter were focused on the Americas, principally Mexico, 
Central America, the West Indies and South America (Table 
1, Appendix 2).

First as a researcher of the Centro Oriental de Ecosistemas y 
Biodiversidad (Bioeco), Santiago de Cuba, when he worked from 
1997 to 2017, and later in the Instituto de Ecología y Sistemática, 
La Habana, he also devoted part of his time to preparing students, 
conferences, curatorial work, baselines in protected areas, and 
participation in symposia and congresses. He also was a member 
of the editorial staff of Revista Ibérica de Aracnología, Boletín de 
la Sociedad Entomológica Aragonesa, Poeyana, and Euscorpius. 
Also, he created, together with his wife (the junior author, S.Y.) 
the Group of Systematics and Ecology of Caribbean Arthropods, 
publishing its Bulletin as an editor-in-chief.

Rolando obtained his Bachelor of Science degree in 
1997, in the University of Oriente, Santiago de Cuba, with his 
study on the taxonomy and natural history of the scorpions 
from the coastal and subcoastal section Cabo Cruz-Punta de 
Maisí, southeastern Cuba. In 2007, he successfully defended 
his Master of Science thesis on the genus Rowlandius 
(Schizomida: Hubbardiidae) in the eastern region of Cuba, 
and later, in 2011, he obtained the Ph. D. degree with a most 
complete study on the schizomids from eastern Cuba.

As recognition to the valuable scientific contributions of 
Rolando, eight taxa, including one genus and two species of 
scorpions (Appendix 3), were named in his honor.

In fulfilment with his last wish, the body was cremated, 
and the mortal remains will be scattered in the top of La Gran 
Piedra (1234 m a.s.l.), a beautiful and calm landscape near the 
Santiago de Cuba city, where he met his wife. 

Dear Rolando, requiescat in pace!

In the future, Rolando´s private arachnological collection 
will be deposited in the Institute of Ecology and Systematics, 
Havana, Cuba.

Photographed by: Rolando Teruel: 25; Rolando´s archive: 
1–6, 14–19; Sheyla Yong: 27, 36; František Kovařík: 7–8, 11, 
13, 20–24, 26, 28–35, 37–46; David Hoferek: 9–10, 12.
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Summary

This is an obituary of Rolando Teruel Ochoa (1974–2023), a great Cuban arachnologist. A full list of his works is appended, as 
well as a list of scorpions and other arachnids described by Rolando.
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Figures 1–6. Rolando Teruel Ochoa. Figures 1–3. Young Rolando (2000). Figure 4. Examining scorpions (2002). Figure 5. Going to collect 
scorpions (2003). Figure 6. At the 5th Congress on the Caribbean Biodiversity, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.
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Figures 7–12. Rolando Teruel Ochoa. Figures 7–8. With his colleague and mentor Luis F. de Armas (2010 and 2012). Figure 9. With his 
colleagues and friends Antonín Kůrka and František Kovařík (2010). Figure 10. With his colleague and friend František Kovařík (2010). Figure 
11. Looking for scorpions (2010). Figure 12. With his colleagues and friends Tomás M. Rodríguez-Cabrera and František Kovařík (2010).
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Figures 13–18. Rolando Teruel Ochoa. Figure 13. In the Cuban fields (2010). Figure 14. With his colleague and friend Javier Ponce Saavedra 
before the IV Congreso Latinoamericano de Aracnologia, Morelia, México (2014). Figure 15. Looking for troglobitic scorpions in a Cuban cave 
(2016). Figure 16. With his wife and also collaborator in the last 10 years, Sheyla Yong, looking for troglobitic scorpions in a Cuban cave (2018). 
Figure 17. With his colleague and friend Carlos Turiel in a Cuban cave (2020). Figure 18. With his wife Sheyla Yong exploring Cuban caves (2021).
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Taxa Country
Family Buthidae C. L. Koch, 1837
Genus Chaneke  Francke, Teruel & Santibáñez, 2014 Mexico
Genus Cicileiurus  Teruel, 2007 Morocco

1  Alayotityus  feti  Teruel, 2004 Cuba
2  Alayotityus  lapidicola  Teruel, 2002 Cuba
3  Alayotityus  pallidus  Teruel, 2002 Cuba
4 Ananteris  ashaninka  Kovařík, Teruel, Lowe & Friedrich, 2015 Peru
5 Ananteris  hasshy  Teruel & Roncallo, 2008 Colombia
6 Ananteris  tolimana  Teruel & García, 2007 Colombia
7 Androctonus  tenuissimus  Teruel, Kovařík & Turiel, 2013 Egypt
8 Androctonus  turieli  Teruel & Kovařík, 2014 Tunisia
9 Anomalobuthus  krivochatskyi  Teruel, Kovařík & Fet, 2018 Uzbekistan

10 Anomalobuthus  lowei  Teruel, Kovařík & Fet, 2018 Kazakhstan
11 Anomalobuthus  pavlovskyi  Teruel, Kovařík & Fet, 2018 Kazakhstan
12 Anomalobuthus  talebii  Teruel, Kovařík, Navidpour & Fet, 2014 Iran
13 Buthus  alacanti  Teruel & Turiel, 2020 Spain
14 Buthus  baeticus  Teruel & Turiel, 2020 Spain
15 Buthus castellano Teruel & Turiel, 2022 Spain
16 Buthus  delafuentei  Teruel & Turiel, 2020 Spain
17 Buthus  garcialorcai  Teruel & Turiel, 2020 Spain
18 Buthus  iaspis  Teruel & Turiel, 2022 Spain
19 Buthus  manchego  Teruel & Turiel, 2020 Spain
20 Buthus  pedrosousai  Teruel & Turiel, 2021 Spain
21 Buthus  serrano  Teruel & Turiel, 2020 Spain
22 Centruroides  altagraciae  Teruel, Armas & Kovařík, 2015 Dominican Republic
23 Centruroides  bonito  Quijano-Ravell, Teruel & Ponce-Saavedra 2016 Mexico
24 Centruroides  caribbeanus  Teruel & Myers, 2017 Mexico
25 Centruroides  concordia  Armas & Teruel, 2021 Mexico
26 Centruroides  exilimanus  Teruel & Stockwell, 2002 Honduras
27 Centruroides  galano  Teruel, 2001 Cuba
28 Centruroides  hirsuticauda  Teruel, 2011 Honduras
29 Centruroides  huichol  Teruel, Ponce & Quijano, 2015 Mexico
30 Centruroides  lucidus  Teruel, Armas & Kovařík, 2015 Dominican Republic
31 Centruroides  melanodactylus  Teruel, 2001 Cuba
32 Centruroides  navarroi  Teruel, 2001 Cuba
33 Centruroides  nigropunctatus  Teruel, 2006 Cuba
34 Centruroides  polito  Teruel, 2007 Cuba
35 Centruroides  poncei  Teruel, Kovařík, Baldazo & Hoferek, 2015 Mexico
36 Centruroides  spectatus  Teruel, 2006 Cuba
37 Centruroides  stockwelli  Teruel, 2001 Cuba
38 Chaneke  baldazoi  Kovařík, Teruel & Lowe, 2016 Mexico
39 Chaneke  fogoso  Francke, Teruel & Santibáñez, 2014 Mexico
40 Chaneke  hofereki  Kovařík, Teruel & Lowe, 2016 Mexico
41 Cicileiurus  monticola  Teruel, 2007 Morocco
42 Heteroctenus  turieli  Teruel & Yong, 2023 Cuba
43 Hottentotta  flavidulus  Teruel & Rein, 2010 Afghanistan
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Taxa Country
Family Buthidae C. L. Koch, 1837

44 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) barahona  Armas & Teruel, 2012 Dominican Republic
45 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) borincanus  Teruel, Rivera & Sánchez, 2014 Puerto Rico (USA)
46 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) difficilis  Teruel & Armas, 2006 Cuba
47 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) farleyi  Teruel, 2000 Cuba
48 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) flavescens  Teruel, 2001 Cuba
49 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) kovariki  Teruel & Infante, 2007 Cuba
50 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) lourencoi  Armas & Teruel, 2012 Dominican Republic
51 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) minimus  Kovařík & Teruel, 2014 Dominican Republic
52 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) prendinii  Armas & Teruel, 2012 Dominican Republic
53 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) pusillus  Teruel & Kovařík, 2012 Cuba
54 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) reini  Armas & Teruel, 2012 Dominican Republic
55 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) santosi  Teruel, Rivera & Sánchez, 2014 Puerto Rico (USA)
56 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) solegladi  Armas & Teruel, 2012 Dominican Republic
57 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) vieques  Teruel, Rivera & Santos, 2015 Puerto Rico (USA)
58 Microtityus  (Parvabsonus ) vulcanicus  Teruel, 2019 Cuba
59 Rhopalurus  aridicola  Teruel & Armas, 2012 Cuba
60 Rhopalurus  caribensis  Teruel & Roncallo, 2008 Colombia
61 Rhopalurus  gibarae  Teruel, 2006 Cuba
62 Rhopalurus  granulimanus  Teruel, 2006 Cuba
63 Rhopalurus  melloleitaoi  Teruel & Armas, 2006 Cuba
64 Tityopsis  canizaresorum  Teruel & Rodríguez-Cabrera, 2020 Cuba
65 Tityopsis  mulata  Teruel & Rodríguez-Cabrera, 2020 Cuba
66 Tityopsis  pumila  Teruel & Rodríguez-Cabrera, 2020 Cuba
67 Tityopsis  sheylae  Teruel & Rodríguez-Cabrera, 2020 Cuba
68 Tityus  alejandroi  Teruel, Rivera & Santos, 2015 Puerto Rico (USA)
69 Tityus  bahoruco  Teruel & Armas, 2006 Dominican Republic
70 Tityus  carolineae  Kovařík, Teruel, Cozijn & Seiter, 2013 Surinam and Guyana
71 Tityus  dillerorum  Kovařík, Teruel, Lowe & Friedrich, 2015 Peru
72 Tityus  haetianus  Teruel & Santos, 2018 Haiti
73 Tityus  kindli  Kovařík & Teruel, 2014 Dominican Republic
74 Tityus  panguana  Kovařík, Teruel, Lowe & Friedrich, 2015 Peru
75 Tityus  riverai  Teruel & Sánchez, 2009 Puerto Rico (USA)
76 Tityus  schrammi  Teruel & Santos, 2018 Dominican Republic
77 Tityus  wachteli  Kovařík, Teruel, Lowe & Friedrich, 2015 Peru

Family Diplocentridae Karsch, 1880
Genus Cryptoiclus  Teruel & Kovařík, 2012 Cuba

78 Cazierius  asper  Teruel, 2006 Cuba
79 Cazierius  cayacoa  Teruel, Carrero Jiménez & Santos, 2021 Dominican Republic
80 Cazierius  chryseus  Teruel & Armas, 2006 Cuba
81 Cazierius  ciguayo  Teruel, Carrero Jiménez & Santos, 2021 Dominican Republic
82 Cazierius  granulosus  Teruel, 2013 Cuba
83 Cazierius  neibae  Kovařík & Teruel, 2014 Cuba
84 Cazierius  paradoxus  Teruel & Díaz, 2004 Cuba
85 Cryptoiclus  rodriguezi  Teruel & Kovařík, 2012 Cuba
86 Didymocentrus  armasi  Teruel & Rodríguez, 2008 Cuba
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Figure 19. Rolando at the Ecological Park, Ríobamba, Ecuador (2022).

Table 1. List of the scorpion taxa described by Rolando Teruel

Taxa Country
Family Diplocentridae Karsch, 1880

87 Didymocentrus  martinicae  Teruel & Questrel, 2020 Martinique (Lesser Antilles)
88 Diplocentrus  bellator  Teruel, 2003 Mexico
89 Heteronebo  barahonae  Teruel, Armas & Kovařík, 2015 Dominican Republic
90 Oiclus  nanus  Teruel & Chazal, 2009 Guadeloupe
91 Oiclus  questeli  Teruel, 2008 Saint-Barthélemy, Lesser Antilles
92 Tarsoporosus  macuira  Teruel & Roncallo, 2007 Colombia and Venezuela

Family Euscorpiidae Laurie, 1896
93 Megacormus  orizaba  Teruel, Kovařík, Lowe & Šťáhlavský, 2023 Mexico
94 Megacormus  seductus  Teruel, Kovařík, Lowe & Šťáhlavský, 2023 Mexico

Family Vaejovidae Thorell, 1876
95 Catalinia ayreyi Teruel & Myers, 2019 USA
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Figures 20–24. Thelyphonida (20) and Scorpions (21–24) described by Rolando Teruel Ochoa. Figure 20. Ravilops kovariki, male paratype. 
Figure 21. Alayotityus feti, female topotype. Figure 22. Androctonus tenuissimus, male paratype. Figure 23. Centruroides lucidus, female 
topotype. Figure 24. Centruroides navarroi, female topotype with newborns.
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Figures 25–30. Scorpions (Buthidae) described by Rolando Teruel Ochoa. Figure 25. Centruroides melanodactylus, male. Figure 26. 
Centruroides nigropunctatus, female topotype. Figure 27. Centruroides polito, female topotype. Figure 28. Centruroides stockwelli, female 
with juveniles. Figure 29. Chaneke baldazoi, female paratype. Figure 30. Chaneke hofereki, male paratype.
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Figures 31–35. Scorpions (Buthidae, Microtityus) described by Rolando Teruel Ochoa. Figure 31. Microtityus barahona, female topotype 
with newborns. Figure 32. Microtityus flavescens, female topotype with newborns in fase of ecdysis. Figure 33. Microtityus farley, male 
topotype. Figure 34. Microtityus solegladi, female topotype with newborns. Figure 35. Microtityus minimus, female paratype with newborns.
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Figures 36–39. Scorpions (Buthidae) described by Rolando Teruel Ochoa. Figure 36. Heteroctenus turieli, female. Figure 37. Hottentotta 
flavidulus, female. Figure 38. Tityus carolineae, male paratype. Figure 39. Tityus kindli, male holotype.
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Figures 40–44. Scorpions (Diplocentridae) described by Rolando Teruel Ochoa. Figure 40. Cazierius asper, female with newborns. Figure 
41. Cazierius neibae, male holotype. Figure 42. Cazierius paradoxus, female. Figure 43. Didymocentrus armasi, male topotype. Figure 44. 
Heteronebo barahonae, male paratype.
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Figures 45–46. Scorpions (Euscorpiidae) described by Rolando Teruel Ochoa. Figure 45. Megacormus orizaba, female. Figure 46. 
Megacormus seductus, female paratype with juvenile.
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Appendix 1. List of other arachnid taxa described by Rolando Teruel
Taxa Country
Order Amblypygi

1 Charinus  bahoruco  Teruel, 2016 Dominican Republic
2 Charinus  bruneti  Teruel & Questel, 2011  Saint-Barthélemy
3 Charinus  desirade  Teruel & Questel, 2015 Guadalupe
4 Charinus  martinicensis  Teruel & Coulis, 2017 Martinica
5 Charinus  muchmorei  Armas & Teruel, 1996 Virgin Islands
6 Phrynus  alejandroi  Armas & Teruel, 2010 Puerto Rico (USA)
7 Phrynus  decoratus  Teruel & Armas, 2005: Dominican Republic Dominican Republic

Order Ricinulei
8 Pseudocellus aridus  Teruel, 2015 Cuba
9 Pseudocellus bifer  Teruel, 2018 Cuba

10 Pseudocellus dissimilior  Teruel, 2018 Cuba
11 Pseudocellus pachysoma  Teruel & Armas, 2008 Cuba

Order Schizomida
Genus Antillostenochrus  Armas & Teruel, 2002 Cuba
Genus Cubacanthozomus  Teruel, 2007 Cuba
Genus Dumitrescoella  Teruel, 2017 Cuba
Genus Guanazomus  Teruel & Armas, 2002 Cuba
Genus Heterocubazomus  Teruel, 2007 Cuba
Genus Pinero  Teruel, 2018 Cuba
Genus Siguanesiotes  Teruel, 2018 Cuba
Genus Troglocubazomus  Teruel, 2003 Cuba
Genus Vinabayesius  Teruel & Rodríguez-Cabrera, 2021 Cuba

12 Antillostenochrus anseli  Teruel, 2015 Cuba
13 Antillostenochrus alticola  Teruel, 2003 Cuba
14 Antillostenochrus cokendolpheri  Armas & Teruel, 2002 Cuba
15 Antillostenochrus eremita  Teruel & Rodríguez-Cabrera, 2019 Cuba
16 Antillostenochrus gibarensis  Armas & Teruel, 2002 Cuba
17 Antillostenochrus holguin  Armas & Teruel, 2002 Cuba
18 Antillostenochrus longior  Teruel, 2013 Cuba
19 Antillostenochrus planicauda  Teruel, 2003 Cuba
20 Cokendolpherius jumagua  Teruel & Rodríguez-Cabrera, 2010 Cuba
21 Cubazomus montanus  Teruel, 2004 Cuba
22 Cubazomus sheylae  Teruel, 2017 Cuba
23 Guanazomus armatus  Teruel & Armas, 2002 Cuba
24 Hansenochrus urbanii  Villarreal & Teruel, 2007 Cuba
25 Heterocubazomus sierramaestrae  Teruel, 2007 Cuba
26 Rowlandius arenicola  Teruel, Armas & Rodríguez-Cabrera, 2012 Venezuela
27 Rowlandius solanllyae  Teruel, 2021 Dominican Republic
28 Rowlandius candidae  Teruel, Armas & Rodríguez-Cabrera, 2012 Cuba
29 Rowlandius falcifemur  Teruel, 2003 Cuba
30 Rowlandius florenciae  Teruel, 2003 Cuba
31 Rowlandius gracilis  Teruel, 2004 Cuba
32 Rowlandius guama  Teruel & Armas, 2012 Cuba
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Taxa Country
Order Schizomida

33 Rowlandius guamuhaya  Teruel, Armas & Rodríguez-Cabrera, 2012 Cuba
34 Rowlandius guantanamero  Teruel, 2004 Cuba
35 Rowlandius littoralis  Teruel, 2003 Cuba
36 Rowlandius marianae  Teruel, 2003 Cuba
37 Rowlandius martinezi  Teruel, 2012 Cuba
38 Rowlandius melici  Teruel, 2003 Cuba
39 Rowlandius mixtus  Teruel, 2004 Cuba
40 Rowlandius reconditus  Teruel, Armas & Rodríguez-Cabrera, 2012 Cuba
41 Rowlandius reyesi  Teruel, 2000 Cuba
42 Rowlandius serrano  Teruel, 2003 Cuba
43 Rowlandius vinai  Teruel, 2003 Cuba
44 Pinero marmoreus  Teruel, 2018 Cuba
45 Troglocubazomus inexpectatus  Teruel & Rodríguez-Cabrera, 2019 Cuba
46 Vinabayesius naranjoi  Teruel & Rodríguez-Cabrera, 2021 Cuba

Order Solpugida
47 Ammotrecha enriquei  Armas & Teruel, 2005 Cuba
48 Ammotrechella beatriceae  Teruel & Questel, 2011  Saint-Barthélemy
49 Ammotrechella jutisi  Armas & Teruel, 2005 Cuba
50 Antillotrecha disjunctodens  Armas & Teruel, 2005 Cuba
51 Antillotrecha guama  Armas & Teruel, 2005 Cuba

Order Thelyphonida
Genus Sheylayongium  Teruel, 2018 Cuba

52 Mastigoproctus santiago  Teruel, 2010 Cuba
53 Mastigoproctus latior Teruel & Yong, 2023 Cuba (in press)
54 Ravilops kovariki  Teruel, 2017 Dominican Republic
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Appendix 3. Scorpion taxa honoring Rolando Teruel 

Genus/Species Family Reference
Ananteris terueli  Kovařík, 2006 Buthidae Kovařík (2006; Akva Tera Forum , 10: 60–63)
Chaerilus terueli  Kovařík, 2012 Chaerilidae Kovařík (2012; Euscorpius 149)
Teruelius  Lowe & Kovařík, 2019 Buthidae Lowe & Kovařík (2019; Euscorpius  281)


