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This is Paul Salstrom on September 1, 1988, talking to Flossie Lawson on Upper Mud
River Road, in Lincoln County, a mile (at the mouth of Little Laurel)...yeah, a mile
below Myra, at the mouth of Little Laurel. And I'm going to ask Flossie questions
about her childhood and early days here in Lincoln County. Ah...now you were born
in what year, Flossie?

19 and 10. I was born June the 15h, 19 and 10.

And uh...you know the Black family; I've interviewed Raymond by the way, (I'm one
of the Black's myself)...you're one of the Blacks?

I'm a....my mother...ah yes, I'm a Black, and a White, and a Lucas, and a Brown
and a Green and Link (oh) I don't know what else.

You have all those color names in your family?

I got that from...I got [INAUDIBLE]...for that, Black, Brown, Green and White. (yeah,okay)

Though, of course Adkins is the most common name around here...

No, I'm not no relation only where they was married into the family. I'm not no...there's

no Adkins blood in me as far as I know. (oh)

And you were just saying you were born where Raymond Black lives in Sandlick now, behind
the Myra store. Well...one of the things I asked Raymond about, and also Ray Elkins,
was how people got by, and what kind of trading went on at the store, you know, when
they weren't using cash as much as they are nowadays. Do you remember, Flossie?

They used eggs and chickens, and when they butchered hogs in the fall, they used meat.
He woudl take...Uncle Billy Black would take meat and...

Yes, uh-huh, he'd take hams and shoulders...(salted down...) salted, cured meat, I'll
say it that way (yeah, yeah [pause] huh)...but that's the main things; chickens and
eggs was the main thing.

[TRAFFIC IN BACKGROUND]

Yeah, Ray Elkins said he...he uh, knew some of those to go way up in uh, Logan County,
some of the Black's eggs, I mean some of the eggs...(well, you see now...)...unless...
(I've often thought that it looks to me like they would have been rotten in the
summertime, they took crates and put them in big crates, you know, that they had
divisions in them, I think. They had 12 dozen on each end, (yeah), and then on the
weekends, or the first of the week rather, they would take them over to Sheridan

over there, you know where Sheridan is? (yeah) Take 'em over Sheridan and, over
there, and put them on a train and ship them out. They'd take 'em to Sheridan and
ship 'em. Yeah, well eggs will last uh, (yeah, I think they'd do). Yeah. (they

had no way of canning them eggs at that time you didn't can 'em). Yeah...,(they

just usually just bring 'em in there and trade), yeah...(or exchange them for
groceries; people didn't buy very many groceries, they raised their stuff, they didn't
have bugs.and stuff eating it up like they have now), yeah, (you raised everything
there to use). Sure and then put it, (then they'd take eggs to the store and get
salt, and now people who used coffee, we didn't use coffee at home, but they'd get
salt, and pepper and sugar, and most of the time they'd grow their wheat and they'd
grow their cormn, and they had their flour and meal and they had their hogs and they
had their cows and the milk). Of course it required something to get the corn ground
and the wheat...
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Well, they'd get a toll out of their bags, they'd get a toll out of it.
Yeah, like 10 or 20 percent or something?

No, they had a dip...they, they give a 3 a gallon to the bushel, the way I
remember, seem to me like, (uh-huh), they just had this big 'ole dipper or

big 'ole cup with a handle on it, they dipped it down in there and pured it over
in theirs and then they ground yours. My pappy use to run the mill up there.

Well, where was the mill?

The mill was down there right below where the store is now. They've torn down
that 'ole millhouse [trucks going by]...is down there. Do you know where the...
that millhouse they had down there? (yeah) That's where the mill was....uh
Fletch had a sawmill underneath the, (Myra), [inaudible]...the millhouse is up
here and uh, and the porch come up the walk come out to the road there. And the
millhouse was in there, and then down underneath it Uncle Fletch had a saw-

mill down there.

Yeah, I think that was still standing when I came in the early (yeah, yeah), 1970's
(I think it was about shot, though), yeah, it's on the, (on the left as you went down
to Eugene's) on the left coming between the road and the river oh, between the

road and the river oh, no that wasn't there anymore. (well, now, you see

river's the river over almost against the bank at the road now, the river was way
over there then). Oh, (everything's changed), yeah [traffic noises in background]
so, but you uhm, grew enough corn to trade some too, if you were growing corn

over in this bottom (no, they...they fed it to the hogs, the chickens, and the
cows), oh, (and uh, they very seldom ever traded any on corn), uh-huh (our folks
didn't), yeah, um...ha...but you might trade the animals then, or uh, (yes, then

in the spring of the year when the cows [inaudible]. We always had three cows

at home, pappy always managed so he had milk year 'round we'd now we'd sell our
calves, he'd sell the calves in the spring to some fellow who'd come around to

buy them).

There used to be a man come around every year, he'd buy up the calves, and then
that'd give you money enough to pay your taxes with.

Yeah. That's about all the money, (raised tobacco crop, pappy raised tobacco, too,
and tobacco then, and that kind took care of school clothes), yeah, but how much,
an acre to two?

Oh, I'd expect we'd had 3 or 4 acres, you wouldn't get nothing hardly for it
but 18 cents a pound.

This is about what years...the nineteen teens or World War I decade?

World War I was in 1918. And that would have been in the 20's, (uh-huh),

because that...that war liked to scared me to death 'cause Uncle Tabor had to

go, (yeah), and him and ...oh, that Holley boy up there, (yeah), he had to go, too,
and he got killed...Holley, he got killed while he was overseas [traffic noises

in background]...They went to France, (yeah).

I know Mrs. Holley, but she a couple generations since uh...(Haskel's wife),
Haskel's mother, yeah.

Yes. Uh-huh. See now, she married...she married one of the Holley boys, (mmm-hmm),
she married Marion and uh, Marion and this other boy was first cousins.

Was the uh, flue very bad around here at the end of World War I, did that come here?

o 0
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Well, they...yes, it was here, but we never got it at our house. Because people
would...they weren't right close together like they are now, and that way, you
eat and you drink at home, and that way you didn't get th flu germs. (no, not...)
no, they didn't mix...like everybody didn't live together then like they do now.
(yeah) 1It's all just one big family now. Or just about.

Yeah, everyone uh, sees a lot of each other.

Because you see, the women folks stayed at home, they worked all week. ‘And then the
women folks would stay at home while the husband would work till noon, and then he'd
go to the store and go to the gristmill or wherever, (yeah), and he raised his
wheat to...to make his flour. And that...that had to go to Hamlin to be ground.
(yeah) There wasn't any flour mills around in here. There was a gristmill

up here at the store that belonged to Uncle Fletch and them. But uh, you had to

go to Hamlin, (mmm-hmm), to get uh, the wheat, that's ground in the summertime.

And they'd take about the same amount of toll? (yes) So uh, how big was this farm,
then? This pice of property?

I don't know. I don't know. Because it took in all this all down through here.
I don't know how many acres that had. You'd have to look at their records and
look at the deed. 'Cause this belonged to Mr. Morgan over here. And grand-
poppy's place over there, it took all that in, a way down around younder at

the Porter place, and back over through yonder, (yeah), and back out to Johnson's
on the hill back there, and over to the head of Sandlick...the line between the
Holley's and grandpoppy on top of the hill over there, (yeah), back of Eugene's,
and all down through there by the church, and back across the...(it'd be a few
hundred acres, at least), oh, it has been a big place. So much of that stuff

has been homesteaded yers ago.

But uh, he acquired it, (but now Grandpoppy...), you mean, since that time...

Yes, now this, this all in here at one time, I think this belonged to a Thornton
and when grandpoppy was over there I think they got that from Sweetland's, (yeah),
because Sweetland's had a store at Hamlin, (yeah), and they...well, at that time
they owned the bank, they owned everything there was. :

All in uh, in World War I period?

Yes, Sweetland's did, yes, they owned everything as far as business was concerned.
The bank belonged to Lou Sweetland, (uh-hmm), and he was a man that had never been
married; he was an old bachelor, and he had a brother John...John had a store and

Lou had the bank.

I guess that's why there's a town of Sweetland on...east of Hamlin, (Sweetland
post office up there, yes). Yeah.

[REPLY INAUDIBLE]

TRAFFIC NOISES IN BACKGROUND.

PS:

Well, do you think uh, oh, another thing you mentioned was the Red Cross. Now I
remember reading about the drought of 1930, and they've compared this year, 1988,
to 1930 as far as a drought's concerned, but uh, people weren't given very much
relief, is what I've read...
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No. Now I was married in 1Y and 31, (uh-hmm), and uh, this year 1s just about like

the...the 30 and the 31 I was married...no, no you didn't get anything, no, we
didn't get anything.

First of all, they waited a long time and it was winter 1930, I mean, almost 1931
before the Red Cross started giving out money; and they would give $2 a month per
person for those who got relief but...but I didn't read anything about it being
political, but you had the impression that uh...

No, I don't know because uh, (yeah), I just don't know anything about it. I know
the Red Cross and the relief was around here but uh, Owther had a job with the
gas company, (yeah), and we was married like this evening and Monday morning...on
a Friday evening...Monday morning he got a notice in the mail he was laid off,
(oh, really?), they didn't carry out notices at that time; they mailed them out.
He was working for the South Penn Gas Company.

Uh, and that was 1931? (mmm-hmm) So...did he get work again?

No, no, he got uh, two weeks work vacation...for the fellow that got his job,

he got two weeks work vacation, when the other man's vacation came...[reply
inaudible]... They just didn't live like we live now.

But why...why did they lay him off? Did he figure that out?

They just did it to cut down expenses. They...[reply inaudible due to traffic]
It was Columbia Gas?

No, that was South Penn Gas.

South Penn Gas, oh, (Yawkey, came from Yawkey, South Penn), yeah.

No, they just done it to cut down expenses.

Had he been laying pipe or reading the meters?

No, he was a meter reader, (uh-huh), chart changer. (uh-huh) He had what

they call "beats" or route that he went every day. He'd start...he come down
Sandlick and went up Mud River and out the top of the hill and back over and down
Middle Creek and back around and back up home. (every day) Six days a week...
five days a week. (yeah) ©No, six days a week, 'cause he didn't change charts

on Sundays. Yes, they did, too. Yes, they did, too.

Even on Sunday?

Yes, they changed charts on Sunday. Six days a week...seven days a week.

That's about when Ray Elkins started doing meter readings for Columbia Gas.
(probably, yes, right along in there). 30, 31...

I think Ray started later.

Um, well, it was soon‘after he moved up here, but then, (South Penn Gas
Company [inaudible]) mmm-hmm.

But now, Ray worked for Columbia Gas, (yeah), it was a developing company.
Now that changed hands several different times, too, (yeah, United), yeah,
United Fuel, now.
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Mmm-hmm. Well...what would...another thing I've uh, found in the archives, looking
at papers, they...they estimated that when the New Deal started, in Lincoln County,
just about all the families...got all the households, got some relief, 'cause they
were very uhm, generous with it, or they...they would hand out a little bit...

They wasn't that generous; that thing was kinda political. If you was a Republican,
you didn't get anything. (oh, well, I believe that, in this county), yeah, well,
now that was just kinda the way it was. You see, Sweetland's were all Democrats.
And the money was all in, in Democratic hands [noises in background]. No, I

just like to say it was sorta political. (yeah) Which we never did apply for it;
maybe we could've got it if we applied for it, but as I say, we raised our stuff

to eat, and had our chickens, eggs and milk, and, (yeah), stuff like that. (yeah)
And raised tobacco to pay taxes with.

That's when they started uh, the tobacco allotments, too, was with the New Deal.
And however much you'd been growing, however large your plot was, an acre or two
acres or whatever, that was supposed to be the basis for how much you could grow.
They cut it, everyone down a little.

They'd come in a measuring, if you had over, they just take a hoe and chop it down.
Oh, yeah, they'd uh, chop it right down themselves.

I don't see why in the world they just didn't take a mowing sythe and just mow
it down and go on. But they'd stand right there. Now, you'd have to chop it
down yourself, now.

Uh. That...that happened to your father?

No. No, we never did...because father was very particular of things like that. He
was a church member and he...he always tried to live inside the law. (yeah).

And he was very particular--if he said that he could have a half an acre, he was

a man that measured the land, worked in timber and stuff like that when he was a
boy. He...he stepped it off or took him a measure and measured it. (mmm-hmm) And
he always aimed to stay inside. Now, Blacks up here never raised tobacco. (uh-huh)
They never raised tobacco, they raised corn and potatoes and stuff like that.

Bu they were Republicans, too, I know Raymond is...

Well, they was Republicans; so was uh, now George Black uh, Raymond's uncle that
lived over on Trace Creek, where uh, well, right there at the foot of the hill
where...now who is the fellow that lives there now, (yeah), at the George Black
place. Oh, right there (yeah, I think I know where you mean, but...). It's
where you go down in the creek there. He lives right there. I can't think
what his name...Martin. (Martin?) He's a Martin.

His last name...oh, uh, Bob...the new people (uh-huh, yeah). Bob and Stephanie.

Yeah, uh-huh, he's a Martin. (That was the Black's...) That was...that was the
George Black place and he was a brother to Raymond's dad. He was a first
counsin to my daddy and my daddy lived around there in the holler where Annie'
lives, (Annie Browning?), uh-huh, right on on up there, (at the head of Trace
Creek, the Right Hand Fork, yeah). Uh-huh. As you come up.

Her place borders on uh, Plum Knobs, that's how I know about her, because my place
goes up to Plum Knob almost, those high points, those rocks up there. Uh...

Where is your place?
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Well, it's a mile behind Myra. If you go up the hill that comes down to the store,
it's right, (in the back of the post office there, go up that hill there?), yeah,
yeah, you go up, (I didn't know...), between Sandlick and...and what they call

Ivan Branch uh, well, I...it comes out further down the river but..., (down next to
place down there), yeah, yeah, in other words, it's right
up behind Henry Reynolds old place, (yeah, I didn't know...), where his son or
someone's renting now. (I didn't know you had...his son lives down there now).
Well, it was the back of Anna Lee's farm, [both talking at once and traffic noises in
background - inaudible] Well, no, he had already died, uh, it was in 1974, so
the heirs, all the heirs of Jason Pridemore.

Oh, I see. That used to be the Marine Johnson place back there.

Yeah, that sounds right, yeah. (where the Porter place joined against in
the Johnsons, yes, yes). Right, yeah, they're old deeds, yeah...

In when uh, down there where Anna Lee lives, that was old man Johnson's place, too.
(oh) That was Mr. Johnson's place down there.

Uh-huh. Well, that's why they call that Johnson's Hill, then, I guess, for the same...

Yes, 'cause the Johnson's down there yes, uh-huh. That's a brother. One brother
lives down there and then another lived down yonder, and then another one lived
another place, and they had all...used to be seemed like the parents left a farm
for the children that got married, that's what they aimed to do, around these parts.

They would buy up land...

Uh-huh, and then they'd leave the farm, they buy...they'd have land enough, (yeah),
because this over here that belonged to grandpoppy Tabor, up there where Eugene
Sias lives, see Uncle Bern and got the upper and of that up there, (uh-hmm). That
was grandpoppy's uh, next to the oldest son. And the rest of 'em all drifted

out someplace else.

Of course, you had to be a little bit successful to acquire that much land, say by
middle age when your children are coming along to....the age to get married.

They didn't marry young then like they do now. And there wasn't any divorces
then, either. (No, I suppose not). No. It would have been a disgrace to have
got a divorce then. They couldn't get out and strutt around then like they do
now. Now when it became dark, everybody was at home. (hmm-huh) 'Cause I said
every once in awhile, you knew where everybody was. It wasn't like a gang of
dogs, you didn't have to get out and call 'em. They were right there ready to
go in and shut the door. (mmm-hmm) And now the people don't even know where

their children are.

Yeah, well, the automobile and everything...

I can remember the first automobile that came into Lincoln County. Uncle Louis
Tabor and Chreeg Martin uh, caught the train and went to Detroit, Michigan,

(yeah), and got two, 'I think they were Plymouths; I'm not sure about what they were.
They drove them things back here, they never was in a automobile in their lives
before. ANd folks gathered up to go to Hamlin to see them two cars. (mmm-hmm)

That was uh, after 1910, then, if you remember. (yes, [inaudible reply]. Umh.

[inaudible]...yes, 'cause I was getting ready by then to go to school.
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And I can remember the first airplane that came in here, too. (When was that?) Well,
now I couldn't give you the date on it. And Bob Shank brought it in here. And he
had them bottoms down there where the church...where you're talking about the church
now. That's where he landed. (mmmh) And we went back on top of the hill over at
Annie's, back on top of the hill up there at them rocks, we went back there one
Sunday evening and watched him sail around and he was taking people for a ride for

$3 and $5; children was $3 and grownups was for $5. That was lots of money then, too.

Yeah, yeah, that would be, like $50 now. (maybe more) Yeah.

Uncle Cleo Chapman down here, he was tight as a bark on a tree, but now he give

$5 to go up with Bob Shank in that plane. (mmh) He turned one flip-flop while he
was here. (on purpose?) Yeah, he did it on purpose (mmm-hmm). I don't know who

he had in there 'cause we was on top of the high knob, it was back of Annie's over
there (yeah).

Plum Knob they call it.

And we could see clear over on to the Mud River side all down in there 'cause people
then had their fields all cleaned up and it was just a strip of wood here and yonder.
(yeah, yeah).

Yeah, people were farmin' a lot (you could see the river, go back on top of the hill
on them big rocks back in there and you could see the river down there). Mmm-hmm.
(But now you couldn't see nothing). But if you go out the point of uh, well. . . I
can see the river from the point of my land, which is the top of Anna Lee's pasture
(yeah, now you're...you're in another place), yeah, (see this was back yonder
before there was...), right, the river makes a turn around where I'm talking about.

Uh-huh. Yes. Where you're...'cause you're right up there looking right down. (yeah,
on three sides is the river), uh-huh. And this other way, see you went up there and
you was lookin' in slantin' towards the church down there where the filling station
is down there where Charles Yeager is. (right) We was lookin' in down that way and
see these bottoms is just back up here a little ways and everybody
tended and all pasture fields and sheep and things around, you could see miles.

That'd be quite a sight because those are the highest rocks around.

Yes, that...uh-huh (yeah). That...that rock back there back of Annie's on the hill,
I think, except the mall rock is supposed to be the highest point there is in
Lincoln County, I think, I'm not sure.

Well, up in Big Uglh it gets higher (yeah, but I mean in...well, of course that's
in Lincoln County, but it gets back toward Logan County) Well, that yeah, just
barely. Yeah.

But law, the land you couldn't believe that when I was a child, to look at it now
it don't...

And that was before tractors were...

That was before anything but horses and buggies. (yeah, and...) And oxen. You see,
when they first began to drill around in here they brought all their stuff in, old
man Lonnie McComas, young Lonnie's daddy, he brought...they brought all the stuff in
here by ox teams. (yeah, to haul the pipe). Everything. They moved the rigs and
everything. They had standard rigs.

Ray Elkins told me they had uh, twelve uh, twelve pairs of oxen in some of the rigs.
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in some of the, (yeah), [inaudible due to traffic noises]...(they had six, they had
six on a wagon), yeah, (then when they got ready to start up the hill or something,
they dropped them and put 'em to the next wagon and then they dumped them out). I see.

One time pop sent me on the hill, and I don't know why they built 'em, why they built
the rigs that way. They always put their ladder on the lower side, of the rig, maybe
so you looked up that way and you wasn't looking down as you climbed up. Pop sent me on
the hill after horses. I went up there and I seen Uncle Louis and them up on the

crown blocks puttin' the...the rope back in when it'd fly out of the crown blocks

every once in awhile. They'd have to go back up there and, (yeah), put the line back
in. (yeah) Well, I just thought...I didn't know he...I didn't know he was the boss.
And so I thought I'd go up there and see how it looked on top of that derrick. I

went to the top of the derrick and I was just a gettin' ready to get off the top of

the ladder and step on the crown block, like Uncle Louis used to stand over when you
had the rope out. He hollered at me. And I looked down and I thought I was a

thousand feet in the air, (yeah), and he had to holler and tell me to turn around
backwards and hold and he...he uh, guided me off that ladder, down, and I thought

sure I1'd get whipped. 'Cause he's a feller that raised us too...(mmm-hmm), you did
what he said to do. He wasn't mean to us, though, but he was strict. But he didn't.
He said, "Now Flossie, the next time you go up there, don't you get up there," he said,
"because you could go up, (mmm-hmm), but says, you don't see a distance and said when
you get up and look down, it's a different thing." 1I'd already found that out.

(yeah). Oh, I was one of those children, I ventured into anything. Oh, not bad things
either. Now I remember they used to talk about uh, Grandpa Black and them they had ox
teams, (yeah), and they used to log with their teams all the time. And uh, the house
looked down there, you know where Mary Lucas lives? On Trace Creek? (uh, no, down
Trace Creek, not way up toward the hill), you know where Jessie Adkins lived down
there? (yeah, well...), wll, all right, Mary lives in this big old log house, old-
timey log house just back up this side of Jessie Adkins' house (oh). Well, you see,
uh, poppy and Uncle Elmer hewed out the logs to make that and there was uh, two...let's
see, they had uh a downstairs -and an upstairs. Well, then, back here then they had uh,
another log house, and that was their old houses to stdart with. (oh) And that was

the new house they built. Well, this back here just had logs and just kinda like a

log barn, and then it had a loft in it, and then they used it...and they had a

entryway in between this like that. And they'd take their ox team and pull their

logs in, their wood in, and drive 'em through that entry there, and leave it in the

dry there for the winter (yeah). (and then cut it off). Uh-huh, and as they used

it up they'd uh, go, and that's the way they got it in there. Took their ox team,

(for firewood), mmm-hmm.

Haul it...run the ox right through there...(mmm-hmm, the ox team, they took their
oxen), their uh, (just used), passageway, (they just had the two oxen yoked

together; they didn't have uh, a string of 'em for a team, they just had the two,

yoke 'em togther and they'd go out there and drive right through there, and then they
had their wood in the dry). Mmm-hmm (Poppy and Uncle Elmer). Well, a lot of people
are still putting up wood, and it seems like there's a lot of logging around here right
now.

Well, it seems like to me like these folks that have come in here now have come out of
town. Don't misunderstand me now, I don't want to insinuate any black things or
anything. But these folks that have come in here that have come out of town, that
has never experienced any of this hard work and hard living, and poverty business

in other words, that they've had plenty---so many of the folks has had plenty though

they're not of a rich family, (oh, sure, otherwise they wouldn't be...), then, they don't
realize, they don't realize how these folks around in here ever lived. (uh-huh) And then

when they begin to try to live like they did, well, you just can't do it, you can't...
I couldn't jump in a plane and be a pilot today.

No, you have to be brought up that way really, to...there's a lot of knowledge involved
in the entire cycle of the year. (yeah, sure, and the things that's handed down...)
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