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"JOB:h

J. 0. BLEIGH
CLERK OF THE COUNTY COURT
LEWIS COUNTY
WESTON, W. VA,

December 1Lth, 1948

F. B. Lambert
Barboursville, W. Va,

Dear Mr. Lambert:

In reply to your letter of December
11th, 1948, I wish to give you the following
information. There seems to be only one deed
to Daniel Sharp which was for 178 acres on Leading
Creek and made in 1839, I did, however, find a
few deeds made to other grantees and will list
them below.
Deed from John Hoult to Aaron Sharp - 185 acres
Buckhamon Run in 1841.
Deed from Daniel Sharp, Sr. to Sarah Sharp
for 83 1/3 Acres on Leading Creek in 1863.
Deed from Magdalene Ratliff to Sarah, Richard,
Mary, Lilly F., Cornelius Sharp for 24 acres
on Polk Creek in 1866.
Deed from W. G, Bennett to Jennie Sharp for
61 acres and 24 poles on Send Fork in 1898,

I also checked in our records for any
Wills which might have some connection with the Sharp
family but could find none.

Hoping this information will be of some
help to vou, I am :

Yours very truly,

.







/0

YISTURY OF POCAHONTAS CCUI'TY,

WEST VIRGIIIA.

Ao 21321

-JOHI SHARP -

Amonz the persons settling in vhat is now Pocahontas County
early in the century, John Sharp, Senior, a native of Ireland, is
richly deserving of more than passing notice. He was the ancestor
of the families of that name that constitute such a marked propor-
tion of the Frost community, and have been identified with that vi-
cinity for the vpast 91 years. Previous to the Revolution he came
ih with the tide of Scotch-Irish immigration that sprad over Penn-
sylnania and New York, and thence move? south, and finally locat-
ed in RBEEiﬁggﬂa’ggzzizi_Z££§i£i§. His wife was largaret Blaine

whowse parents resided in the v{gigiix~3£ Rawley Springs. She was

a relative of Rev, Jchn S, Blzine, one of the pioneer Prestyterian

pastors in our country.

After 2 residence of several years in Rockingherm County, ¥r,

Sharv came to focahontas to secure land for the use of his larcge

snd industrious family; and he succeeded well, and sav them well
fixed inllife #11 around him. He reached Frost in 1802, and settled
on the place now occupied ty Abrar Sharp. There were cix sons and
as rany desughters. The daughters wvere llsrgzaret, Anna, Isabella,
Elizabeth, Rosa, and Polly. lMarzaret became trs. Henry Dilley, and
lived on Thorny Creek. Anna was married to Daniel IlcCollam, and
finally moved to Chio. Isabella tecame I'rs. Alexander Rider, vho

lived =0 long on the top of the Alleghany, seven miles east of



Huntersville, XNlizabeth was the wife of Rev. J=mes Wanless, a
widely known minister, 2nd lived on unper Thorny Creek, where
John F. Wanless now resides.,

Rosa Sharp was married to the Rev., William J. Ryder, on
Back Creek., Her famil rostly went west, to Illinois. Rev. Stewart
Ryder, of Bath, is her son. He wes, flor several years, an itinirant
minister in the Baltimore Conference. Aaron Ryder, who lives near
Prost, is another son.

Mary Sharp beceme the wife of William Hartman, and settled
in Unshur County. Her children were Joel, Susen, Zlizateth, and
Kary., Joel Hartman rarried Jonathan' Yeager's daughter, Rachel,
MzyyliHzrtman becamellrs, Jeter; Susan Hartran became a Ilrs.Harper,
all of Upshur County.

In reference to the six sons that were of this family,
and the brothers of the six sisters whose history is so triefly trac-
ed, we learn the following particulars from Mrs.Elizabeth Sharp,
the aged relict of the late John Sharp, agrandson of the »pioneer
John Sharp. This venersble lady has a remarkable history. Left a-
lone during the war, she su»nported her young and numerous family,
paid off mortzages on the land, and came throuch he great trouble
out of debt.

The pioneer's sons were John}Robert, Janiel, william, Jemes,
and Joseph,

' John Sharp rerried Rebecca ltoore, daughter cf Fennsylvania
John lYoore, and settled on lznd now occupied vy Joseph lloore, who is
a Grandsor of John Shern, Senior.

Robert.Sharp died in early youth.

Daniel Sharp married llargaret Palmer, of Auguste nggiy, and
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settled on Buffalo liountain, beyon® Greend : =niel finall
vent to Lewis County end se{tlg on Leag?néngreeg.n ) i

James Sharp married lMargaret Wanless, and settled on the head
—_—— _
of Thorny Creek. There vere five song and two d=sughters in his
farily. Willimm% Andrew, Robert, James, 2nd Lindsay were the

sonsy =2nd Jane, who became krs.Nicholas Swadely, =snd lNancy, vho
married James Moore, nov of Nicholas County, were the daughters.
Ficholas Swadely roved to Ritchie County. Lindsay Sharn lives on
the old Homestead., Andrew Shérp lives on Back Creek, and v as 97
years of age July 3, 1897, He was abvle at that time to do consider-
able work vith his axe and brush hook,

William Sharyp magzigg_gggggzgz_ggggiﬁt, of Rockingham County,
and settled near Frost. There was ason and three dauchters. lary
Paulina married Stephen Wanless, and lived on Back Creek. Her

usband was killed bty e wicious horse., ZEliza Jane became Lrs. David
Hannah, of Fayette County. John Sharp, %he onlyson of this fan-
ily, married Elizebeth Slaven Wade, of Highland County, ard settldd
on the place near Fost vhere his widow nowlkves. There were five
sons and four daughters.

The sons were Chorles Csborne Vade, Willian Alexander Gil-

n

.d_

v

rer, John Banjeamin Fr-nklin, Aaron Urizh Bradford. Little Br
ford lied at the 2ge of seven yeafs, his mother's darlin~y znd though
meny years have nassed, she weeps at the wmention of his name. la-
tilda Ursula died at sixteen months. Ilarcaret Ann died aged

sixteen years., Martha ©&llen and larietta Zrmeretta Virginia are

vet living.

Gilmer Sharp merried Iancy Elizateth Arbogast, and settled a

rile from Frost on the west branch of Knanp's Creek in the pine



woods, and opened u» 2 nice home., His family conzists of seven
sons and two daughters: Upton rorter, William Bradford, Clifton
Chalmers, Ernest Gilmer, George liervin, Cherles Letcher, ilinni@
Ursula, and ¥ancy Elizabeth Daisy. Vinnie is now Mrs. Ellis Bus-
sard, near Gled@Hill,

J.B.F.Sharp, great grandson of the vioneer, msrried
Mary Alice Giltson,of tath, 2nd now lives near Frost., Henderson
Wickline, C~rrie, 3Bessie, Ellern, and Ruth 2re their children,
C.0.W,5harp, a2nother son of the same farily, merried Amanda Grimes
and settled near Frost. Henderson VWi ckline, Csrrie, Becsie, El=-
len and Ruth are their children.,

C.0.W,Sharp, another son of the same farily, married Amanda
Grimes, znd séttled rear Frost. There were six sons and three
daughters: Hannival Hamlin, Charles Hanson, Dovid Franklin,
George Vinters, Swmers Hedrick, Audtin John, Trudie lontgomery,
Isa Amanda, Esta Xedora,

Iary Ellen Sharp, one of the surviving sisters, became the
v.ife of Arrar Sharp, near Frost. He was a Union soldier.
Their ferily consists of six sons and four “daughters: Joseph Aver-
ill married Sarah Vint, and lives on Brown's kourtain., John
Washington merried Lzry Ann Sirrons, of Highland, and lives near
Frost. Their sons zre Andersor Putler, Stewart Holmes, Aaren
Azrahem, and Lincoln, who lied at the aze of four yvears. The
daughters are Julia Quetec, vwho is Iirs, Williar Shrader, and lives
rezr Frest; and Cuta Truxillo, who died in December, 189E, gzreat-

ly lamented; Elizabeth Rachel, and Mary Hannah Susan,

)%
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| The other surviving members of Mrs.,Bettie Sharp's
femily is Marietta Eﬁmeretta Virzinia, who merried Thomas R.
Kellison, and lives rear lountain Grove., Her farily of
three sons and six daughters a2re named as follows: John Benjamin
ranklin Lightbourne, Charles Hackie, Thomas Borar, Elizabeth
Lugertie liooman, Anna Amenda Jane, Ella, Larietta Constance,
H-ttie, and Lucy.

The last of the sons of Jojm, the picneer is Joseph

————

Sharp, who merried Elizabeth Lightner, and settled orn the home-
stead now held by Abram Sharps The .l ate FYeter Sharp, near

Frost, wes a son of Joseph Sharvn., He was a Confederate sol-

Tre

dier., His wife was Liary Arn Eerron, daughter af Leonard Herron.
Three of his cons are iethodist preachers. Oscar is a local preach
er:t William and Jasper are in the itinerarey; Samuel died recent-
1y, a2nd Ashby is a Constable of Frost District; Alice is now
Ilrs.Alexander Kiricofe, and lives in Augusta County, Azelia
rarried Rev. C, i, Anderson.

Another son, Henry Sharp, married Caroline~0urry, dau-
shter of the late J. Tervey Curry, of Dunmore, and lives on
Dout-ard's Creek, nea? Driscol. Their family nw bers seven dau-
snters and tvo sons: Clara, now Lrs.Henry Overholt; Docia, now
rs.Warren; Gffie, now Lirs. J.HE.Csmpbell, of Covinston: Lizzie,
irs, Xack Ervine; RBertha, Lucy and Fearl. Giltert S:arp is

at home, 2 vell Xnown machinist. Alvert Zrarp rezides st Li-r-

-

linton, vhere ne is a well knowvn citizen, =n?! has nerformed an

&)
o+
c

ac

ive nart in the construction of irnrovaments,

=]

]
' o
'

~ug far, we have been atle to illustrate to sone extent,

the history cf John Sharp, the settler, As wes intirated, t he
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real rotive thet prorpted is cominz to %ths ead of Knapy 's

Crzcal v A - e® B ) ~ yrs
brzex was to zet lznd., In tris he was successful, His landed

toseszions reached from the Gitson farm, near Frost, up the
. > . - !
~est Sranch to Arrnius 3usszrd s, near Glade Hill, He hed prop-

erty in the nills, or Thorny Creek, and on Zuifalo iountain teyond

&Teenbenk; and the 1eost of these lornds are vet in the posessicn
of his descendants.

Ee vas smell in person, Ylue eyes, lizht hair, and of
florid corplexion, He was counstantly =rvloyed. iirs.Sharp was

11 her ways, very 4dilizent in her dutfties, and »na-

" .
guiet in

8]

tiently met, and endured the teils and inconveniences of living
in the woods. These perscns were pious, and sorie of the first
reli~ious meetinzs ever held in the vicinity of Frost were at

their house.
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WILLIAM SHARP.
Fages 771-335,

It apre=ars, fror such inforration =s the cowfiler has been a-

le to ottain, that this person~ as the pioneer settler of the

=y

Euntervsille vicinity, 2nd was the first to open up a vermanent
N ———— = -
residences Trzces of the btuilding he erected are yet visitle
near the new road around the mountain, a few rods from where t he

wountain road leaves the Dunmore and Huntersville road. Mr.Sharp

located here atout 1773, and saw service as a scout and a soldier.

———

It is be%igzgi/ﬁg,ggme here fror Augusta County, and probgblz_lixs@

in the vicinity Staurton., Fis wife's name was ary Keeks., She

vias a very emiatle person, living to a great age, 2nd died at t he

home of her son, Jzmes Sharp, i ny yezrs ago. In reference to their
sons and deughters the followinzT particulars heve cowre to hands

Yancy Sharp was married to Levi Loore, Junior.

Magrcaret Sharp was warried to John Kelley and lived on ii-
chael's lountain., Her children vere Villiem, John, Anthony, XNcncy,
Yolly, Rachel, Jennie, and ilargzaret.

Fancy Kelleyvas married to Dobert Srarp, son of Jsmes Sharp,
or Thorny Crcek, and went to Iowa.

John Kelley vizs a Unicon soldier, ond died on the Kansvha
during the wer.

Rachel Srk=zrp, daughter of Williar Sharp, was merried to
Jonathan Griffin, and lived near the hesd of Stony Creek,
on the farm now owned ty Levi Gay. Her children vere Atrahar,

Eenorni, Jonathan, and Nrs.Charles Ruckran,

= il
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Mzry Sharp became the wife of Arthur Grimes, and settled
in The Hills overlooking the head of Knapp's Creek. In the
Grimes Kemoirs special mention was made of 211 her children e x-
cept one, S21ly Grimes. She became the wife of the late Hugh

————— e f'—\_\
kcdzaughlin, and lived near Huntersville, at the Bridge. One of
e\
ker sons was Lieutenant Jemes Hickmwan liclaushlin, who died in
Winchester of a wound during the war,in 1864, He was on picket

at the Rapidan River. He was of a very jovial disposition, and
vas joking the Federal pickets and having his fun with them. 3By
way of sport he stuck out his foot and in an instant his ankle
~as shattered by a mirnie ball, He was taken to Vinchester and
vas doing well until one day the hosvitzl was throunged vith la-
dies bringing all sorts of nice things for the wounded soldiers.
The Pieutenant induge® too freely for the geodtbof his health, and
died, the victir of well meant sympathy and kindness. He was one
of the few Confecderate soldiers killed ty kindness.

John Sharp, a son of VWilliam Sharp, upon his merriage with
SQEEE;EEQE}}EE, settled on the farr near Verdant Valley, now oc-
cupled ty his zrandson, John Vesley Irvbne.

William Sherp,Jr, was another son of the Huntersville pio-
neer, agnd settled Verdent Valley, and a numerous posterity is
descended fror them. Their chiodren were James, Williem, Alexander
Jacob, raul, John. Elizabeth, Jane, liary Rebecca, 4Anna, Ellen,

“ency 2nd Xertha. He and his resolite youns wife, Elizabeth Wad-

dell, settled in the voods and built un a fine estate out of a for-
est noted for the tremendous size of its walnut, redoak, and suzar
raple trees, and reared a worthy ferily, hizhtly respected for

their industry and good citizenship.
“- B =



Jamgéﬁgparp, late of Beever Creek, was another of the

csons of Villiam Sharp, Senior. ¥is wifewas Ann Vaddell, sister
e e SN —

of lirs,William Sherp, just mentioned. He opened up a hore on
ERET et

Curmings Creek, a part of the Euntersville homestead. The property
vas recently ovned ty tne late JemephC. Loury. Upon disposing
of nhis property to William Cackley, kr,Sherp located on EBeaver
Creek, on proverty known as the James Sharp place. He opened up
an extensive area, prospered in worldly affairs, and reared a
vorthy femily. The names oz his children were Lary,Rebecca,
largaret, Iizrtha, Nancy, Ann, Rachel, ILucinda, Williar, Andrew,
and James,

Lizary was married to Williar Pyles.

Rebecca Yecame Mrs.James Lewis, and lived in the Levels.
Irs.Ann Clark, of Hillsboro, is a deughter of Krs.Lewis. Xrs,
R.,C,8nrader and the late lrs. Dszvis Kinnison are also her daught-
ers.

Margaret Sharp was marrged to Jacob Civey, on Anthony's
Creek. l'aptha Sharp wes a2lsc married, to a Kr.Civey, of the
dare locelity. Xancy Sharp wss rarried to Robert Ryder, and lived
on Anthony's Creek.

Arn Sharp was merried to Levi Cackley, Junior.
Rechel Sharp became llrs.Robert Gay, and lived on Beaver

Creek, at Beaver Creek Llills, lately in the vosessior of Wallace

Beard, namilton B, Gay, Uwnper Elk; Sam Gay, Williams River, znd

irs, William Jordan, on Elk, are her children.,

] %



Lucinda Sharp was married to Jonathan Jordan, neaf Hillsboro; Will-
iem married Susan, deu-hter of Sclomon Zussard, and settled in the
west: Andrew married a Iiss Buscsard; James Sharp married Mary
Syrnsides, on the Greenbrier, east of Hillsboro, and settled at
the old nomestead, He died durings the war, and llrs.Sharp vent to
Ilissouri vhere sore of her familw nowreside. iirs, Hanscon iicksuzh-
lin, of Odessa, is her daughter.

James Sharp w2s a lirmber of the Ccurt, under the old arrange-
rent, was Ei~h Sheriff of the County; 2 conscientiocus memker of
the Presktvterian Church, and was held ir rizh esteer for his patriot-
ism, 2nd strict, scrunulous integrity. The iemkters of the Ccurt
had ruch confidence in his judgment, and he had great influence in
framing decisiors. He was much in the habit of “unting at the
noroper season--not only for the sovort, tut as a matter of rusiness,
as the proceeds were useful in vartering for farily su ovlies for the
comfort and sustenance of his household. While living at his ‘irst
nouse on Curring's Creek he had a very sensational adventure on
Euckley lountain. Tt was groving late, and it was near thetime o
set ocutfor home. He was passinz leisurely along vhen a o2anthersud-
denly mounted 2 log *but a few yards iﬁ front of him. He shot the
aniral, %Yut ~hen the sroke cleared away, another stood in the same
nlace, on the log. This perforriancewas revaeated nine tires,
when the hunter Yecare panic stricken, and flanked cut for hore. Some
time Jurins the nizht the rerzinder of the vack followed nis trsil

rearling cz2lf, Properly re-inforced, Ilr.Sharp went

b ¢
by,

znd killed a
bac” to the s»ot where ne had fired nirve times and there beheld what

no hunter had seen before, or since: INine vnanthers, tut they were

zood panthers now; every chot had told with fatal effect. It appears

=« 10 =

19



that there were seasons vhen these animals went in nacks of

fifteen or twenty---nd this happened to e one of the times.
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VILLIAM SHARP, JR.

Pages 512522,

O]

One of the most subvstantizl a2nd prosperous citizens of

g7

our County in its forrmative .eriod ves the late Williarm Sharp,

near Verdant Valley, He vias the son of William Sharp, Senior,

)]

vhno settled rear Tunters—ville., He hed scarce  =zttezined his ma-

jority when he end Elizabeth WVaddell were marrie” at Alexander
LI ol

%addell's, This worthy couvnle at once settled in the woods and
ovened up a fine estate out of 2 forest noted for tre trerndous
size of its w=lnut, red o2k, and suzar maple trees, z2nd reared a
vorthy farily, In reference to theli sons and dauchters the
folloving varticulars have been mainly learned fror his daughter,
irs.iartha Dilley, near Dilley's uill.

Jarmes Sharn, the eldest son, married Althea ‘artin and
lived on Brown®s Creek on the farm now owned by Asos Bzrlow., His
son, William, died 2t home. Hanson died in Camp Chase, Chio.
George died a prisoner of var.
‘rarried Thoras Lozan, in Randolph Cournty; a2nd Sazranb
home with her sister.

Williar Sherp, Junior, married Rachel Dilley, =nd settled
near Linnwood., His sons Hermcn, €Siles, 2nd Hugh sre well known
citizens., Bernard fell, rortally vounded, =at Duncan's Lane. Hen-

9

ry vwas vounded near ¥William 3itson's, on XElk, =2nd

vl

ied oF i
wounds, Luther was chot near his fatiier's h ome bty a2 scouting
party. A1l three of these sons were Union soldiers, llary Zlla,
the cnly daughter, died at the: ge of e¢ix years.

Alexender GSherp married llary Dilley, and settled on =2
section of the o0ld homestead. His only child is iirs., Hennah Johr

son, A, D, Villiams is .:is zrandson,



John Werwick 3Sherp married Elizebeth liciieel, and lived on
the homestead, Yis son, William, rarried Julia lioore, and lives
at Zdrey. Their daughter, ILurs, is ¥rs. Dr. J. W. Price.
Pz2ul merried ZEvaline iloore, and lives or the Greenbrier River, = t
the Eridger vlzce. Isasc lives near Edrsy. Giles lives on the
romestead., Jscon, Junior, died in childhood. ZElizsbeth married
Jo Re Poage, and Catherire rarried Guincy %. Fozce. TFramcis rerried

A, I, Barlow and lives or a section of the horestead. Ann becarne

- e

‘re. 3.8.Moore., Jacob W. Sharp died tut recently, much lamented

by a largze circle of friends and relatives.

3Q3£~§£ifgiﬂifEEE§~§EEEZ_EEEEESB’ daughter of the late
Williaxr Johnson on the Greenbrier, and lives near iarlinton. His
sons are fHenry, Hugv, Ewing, James and David. liary is Ers.Frank
Zilley. Nency is ¥rs. Ervine Wilfong; Ilorths is lirs.James
Wilfong; Susan is I'rs.Amzi Ervine.

Elizateth Sharp married Huzh illclzugnhlin, at Funtersville,
andl has recently died, aged 2lmost 8 hundred years.

Rebececa 3Sharp rarried Wn. D. Moore, znd s<ttled on the Crooked{

Ersnch of &1k, on the place nov owned *y her son, Jccob S, ;oore.2
[

Jzne Srary rarried James Hanson =znd settled in Gallia

ﬂ)ﬂéJ

™
o

:

Courty, Chio, FEer children vere VWilliex, John, Lydia, Elizsbeth, =nd

Cztherine.

eV]

rried Drvid Zitson and settled on Zlk,

fo
[4v)

L 2ry Sharp m

(4

where Robvert Gilson now lives.
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Rebecca Sharp merried Vm., D. lioore, and settled on the

Crooked Branch of Elk, on the place now owned by her son,
Jacob S, Loore, Her children were Mary Jahe, vho merried John
YecLauzhlin, son of Major Deniel McLsushlin, and settled beyond
Greenbank. XElizabeth rarried Joseph C. Gey, =2nd lives on Elk
sountain, near the old home, Mr.Gay was a noted Confederate
scoul a2nd is a prosperous citizen. liatthias lioore warried Jennie
ways, =znd lives in 2otetourt County, Virsinia. C. L. lloore mar-
ried Mary Ilartha IlcLaughlin. Jacob Moore married Harriett Gay,
lately deceased. Nancy loore married Jonas Sirmons, and lived
at iinzo, Rardolph County.

Arna Sharp married Alexander Syalnaker, and settled in
Randolph County. Her daughter, l'ary, married Peyson Herilton, of
that County.

Ellenrn Srerp married Warwick Stalnaker, of Rendolph
County. Her daugrter Xlizateth, becare lrs. Dr. David Gibson, of
the same locality.

Nancy Sharp married Jzcob Co2ssell, from Bz2ck Alleghany,
and living at Wcodstock, Illinois.

Martha Sharp, youncest daughter of the nioneer, married
andrew Dilley =nd settled on Thorny Creek,

Thus fer the writer res been avleto furnish sore histori-
cal items that illustrate the Tarily ~ristory of twvo very estima-

tle persons, 4As related elsevhere, these neople vere t he intimate

b1y

riends of Jzcob Warwick and his wife. 1le.Sharp lived to a very
advanced age, having survived his vife reny vears., He lived to
see ris children married and settled, His aphearance was ceneratle

and nature had done very rmuch for him in the way of natural

- 1% .



endovments of rmind and vigor of Ytody.

He first saw the young person he married st Thomas Drinnon's
near Edray, where she spent a week or two spinring flax. While
she was *here a preacher happered to core mlong--believed to have
been Bishop Asbury. 'r.Drirnon drummed uup a congregation,
and aronc those present was a young and tashful youth with a
nev. coon-skin cap that he seemed to set a great deal of "store"
by . Ilics W=27dell seemed to think it was very funny; and when
she vent hore made some remarx about the ugly, furny-looking vounc
man she had seen at the meeting. The mother reronstrated, and
said: "Oh, Betsy, don't talk so; that voung ran vwill e to see
you yet, first thing vou know."

Sure enough, he did slip in, and found Betsy not exactly
"robved and ready" either. She had just finished and hunz out a
"wash", and vy way of a restful change, was performing on her
spinning wheel, in short petticoat, chemise, and tare footed.

Hay ing showr him a chair, she resumed her verformance at the wheel
and, as he meant tusiness and time was vnrecious, matters vere
nretty well arrarged by midmizht.

These young vneople thus teing 2all the world to each oth-
er and not efraid to work, their cabin home was an eartily para-
dise., A firne estate was opened up, a vorthy farily was reared,
and the way vprevared for wany vorthy families to have a loczl hati-
tation 2nd name in a <oodly land. The influence of these zood
veonle was in the interest of untiring industry, honest deal-

ing, generous hospitality, and vpatriotic citizen-ship.

24
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