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CpaRdi

- Barboursville, %, Va. Dec.3l, 1948,

Dear Johns

New Year ia just around the corner. So are taxes &nd

'death; If you will insure me against death, I1'11 promise ot to

grumble about the taxese At any rate I have an idea, I um going
to sugges that you go down to Morgans, Inc.,, on Fourth Avenue a=-
bove Tenth Street and buy you some & ¢ ¢ 0 binders to fit the
sheet on which this 48 written. Use 20f paper like this at about
52.30 for 500 sheets, and you will lave a book that will last

“‘about as long as a reguler bound volume., You will have to have

1t punghed, I can get this done at 28¢., It mirht cost vou 50+,

‘I can also save on binder and paper, as I get all at wholesale,

£

Now, apénd a lot of your spare time writing your percone

" al recollections of each and cvery member of our familiee beginnine

when you were quite young and bringing it up to date. I have a

- vexry good account of the Lamberts, Goff, etc., and I think we chould

prepare copies for eaoh member of our families. Ve can't stay

here much longer, You are 71 or 72, I believe, I will be 76 on

.néi 16, You can tell the atofy as it 1s without any glossing over,

1 was over in Bedford County, Va. some months ngo, ond

got much of the back history of Ma's grandfather, Jeremiah Goff.

She was not even certain of his name, She and a cousin in the vest,
a man named Soﬁérds. thought his name was Jeremiah, but neither

was certain 4t was and I cleared up most of the story. He had

| éqhe west for a load of salt from the salt vells above Charleston,

He had a wagon drawn by horses, I judge, and a slave, He was kil-

le& on the way back by a baQrel of salt rolling over hir or by the

 wagon turning over, I don't know vhich, His people accused the

"‘: 1 ey o 11 . % e . ;- ) + i ¢
- s8lave of killing him | /ij7iww$\m .



1 ﬁéiieié if iaa'aﬁ’iéoidenf; The family consisting of the
mothar (Ma's grandmother) and four to six children--boys and
gt_rla--oame through Guyandotte in the early 18308 snd settled on
Paddy's Creek, back of Rome, Ohio, where we used to live., I have
about a1l that is known of the family anid their desendants,
Our grandmother was one of them, She was named Sarah Y,
Goff andwas grandfather's second wife, He married both times
in Lawrence County, 0, His first wife (me about 1840 or 41) was
i & Brown, 7Thie blew up somewy, eand about 1845 he married Sarah
"‘ﬁ{%f;- M (?5 Goff, our grandmother. I have both records somewhere. They
1 ,_afe'recorded at Ironton. .
& Records in Bedford show that Jeremish Goff was the son of
iqneph and Tucy Goff, of Bedford County., There were several broe-
| thers and some Goffs are there yet, Most of them lived on the wot-
A ers of Elk Creek,
i f_.‘ Joseph Goff made his will in 1817, It was not protated
o unfii Dec,28, 1816, 80 he must have been sick when he maiE his
will, and 'fed probably in December, 1818, He had several chil-
drén some of whom I couldn't read well enough to be sure of their
names, but most of trem were mentioned later and can be discovered
in that way,
| The children were John Goff, Famny, Elizabeth, Ruth, lan-
cy Jemima, Rody and Luoy.
He mentioned Jeremiah last, gave him 196 acres, his home
_ farm, I don't know about other land, and “also my wagon." Some
e ot the girls, and maybe John Goff were married,
»-‘{;; Besidea other prOperty, Joeeph Goff owned ebout ten slaves

in;proporty wae #4954.44. 4
L Jeremiah Goff made no will. He wasn't figufing on death,



R

fi emnli eatate~~pereonal-- WB.B sold Feb, 9, 1821, It amounted
: ;o:only 355.51* at that time. It finallynamounted to £80,51
:Ton aettlement made Dec.zv, 1854. I don't know what becamc of
‘“lh;sAlanq, 1 know we never got ite
% BT 'Luoy Goff's estate wos settled in 1833, I presume this
'i”iuo Joaeph Goft's wifo; our gfeat grat grandmother., ller estate
las appraised in 1832, |
Leonard Goff's estate was settled in 1772, He had

*  bought land there in 1769, Bome of the younger set were, or was
ﬂaéééd‘for him.' As he was the first to come there, he undoubtedly
wAS our great great great grandfather,
.'i The Goﬂta, I feel cerxtein, were German, They must ruve
ii‘;one quite early into Pennyslvania,z:nd drfited south to Bedford
;;'COunty. . ,

s b No doubt I could trace them further if I had roney and
time to do 1te |
. I have a oopy of Jeremiah Goff's marxriage bond, It shovs
':;fhat hé,harried Pocahontas Goff. There 18 no question but what

. she was our great giandmother.. While I was in Washington, D.C.

1 went 1nio the National Archives and checked the Goffs in the

’ f if§§ious census reports, I found her name in the 1840 census, if
}: ;f3z' iAféﬁehbéi correctly, If so, she died before 1850, as I believe
shevas not 1isted in it,

There are many Goff marrisges in Bedford County and some
not our group (but no doubt relafed) in Botetourt County. There
\q'§§§e Goffs in Harrison County, also, snd one was U, S, Senator a few

yéaié 8LO0e i Judge ail the early ones came from Germany via,

Pennaylvania.,
'. Jeremiah Goff married Pocahontas (Wals?) May 17,1806,

)
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Now, for an interesting eide story. I was in "ichronld a yenr
or two ago and found the names of Alraham CGoff and echariah :ioff
as serving in the Revolutionary Var,

Naturally, I concluded they were some of our early r<latives,
poesibly ancestors, Recently I wrote to varchincton askins~ tle
cost of photostatic copies of all their renelon papers,

The reply stated they were "frce men of color'. 1 looked in
the glass, tut didn't s e anything recerblings s mulatto. 1 then
looked at yvour niéture and could only sce a little, I conclui:i
if there wag any it had been bred out.

This left me in a quandary. The National Archivecs vrote re
they would s end me cost of copies of records if I wisched,

It might be these would tell more about thece ea ly Soffs.
- These "free men of cdlor” evidently had been freed by t heir wagi
ter (some of the early Goffe) for meritorious service, |

Since I have alrealy been st preat exncnse, I vonler vhether
you vouldn't be willing to order them. They mirht or i ht not
help,

Very truly,

\}/\3 “L Vi LZ“#,/,, }/‘

g

Yany other Goff marriages are rrrorded in Bedfor! County.
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GOFF DATA,
By Jane L. Smith,
1949,

- MARRIAGL BONDS.

John Goff married Priscilla Standley.

John Goff, Jr. marrlied Fanny Tennison,
Samuel Stanley surety.

Abram Goff married Sally Ruff,
John Mann & Hlchard HMoss, suretles,

John voff marrled Sebla ialley,
Daughter of Irancls.

John Uoff marrled Patsy Ge.'i,
Daughter of John,

Jeremlah Goff marrled Pokehunters aals,
David George surety.

Archibald Coff marrled Polly Hearrlson,
bDaughter of Battalle & Pasy.

McChee Goff marriled Vinea #ilkerson,
Daughter of Susganer Thomas,

Aaron Goff married Rhoda Goff,
Consent of Joseph & Lucy Goff..

Leonard Goff merried Nancy idarrison,
Daughter of Battel.

Joseph Goff marrled Patlence larker,
Benjamin Uoff surety.

John Uoff, Jr. marrled itlarriet iLoley,
Daughter of John.

Benjamin Goff marrled Sally iiarrls,
Daughter of Jamnes,

Henry Goff marrled Polly Jackson,
wasalngton Jackson, surety.

John . Goff married Nancy Lacks,
Daughter of #illlam % son of Archilbuld,

2, 1833 James Uoff marrled ikary iarrls,

baughter of James,

4, 1841 Joel Joff marrled «inerva Lewls FParker,

James M, frarker, surety.

-bl
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Nove. 3, 1843 James D. Goff married Mary E. Rider,
Daughter of John,

Dec., 28, 1868 Hezeklah Goff married bMartha Wilkerson,
: (license)

yAug. 14, 1797 Lucy Goff married Peter Hunter,
Consent of Joseph Goff,

JMay 22, 1789 Elizabeth Goff married Philip Burford,
Daughter of Joseph.

Joct. 9, 1799 Nancy Goff marrled Isaac Wright,
Daughter of Joseph.
Goff
VFeb. 24, 1800. Ruth A./Married Thomas Frith,
Daughter of Joseph. "

Nov. 3, 1801 Clary Goff married Isham Pearcy,
Ambrose Goff, surety.

Jan., 19, 1802 Elizabeth Goff married Joseph Reid,
Ambrose Goff, surety.

Dec., 21, 1802 Patsy Goff married John Goff,
daughter of John.

June 18, 1803 Polly Goff married Isham Pearcy,
Daughter of Ambros.

Nov. 24, 1803 Susanna Goff married Jonn Newman,

{May 9, 1804  Mima Goff married John Carter,
Consent of Joseph Goff,.

Apr. 15, 1806 Jencey Goff married Ezra or Ira Parker,
Son of James.,

June 5, 1806  Sally Goff married John Callaham,
Daughter of Ambrose.

ﬂug. 25, 1806 Sarah Goff marrled Andrew iicKeachey,
Daughter of John, Sr.

1Aug. 22, 1814 Rhoda Goff married Aaron Goff,
Consent of Joseph & Lucy Goff.,

Dec, 21, 1818 Elizabeth Yoff married Christopher Tolly,
Daughter of Jonhn.

Feb. 5, 1821 Matilda Goff married Ezeklel Blalr or Blare,
Daughter of Abram.

Oct. 18, 1827 Elcy Goff married Joseph Scott,:®
Sam Goff, surety.

Mar, 6, 1830 Mary H, Goff married Henry V. Oldnuausen,
Daughter of John.



Jan., 18, 1831 Nancy Goff married bkdmund :ade,
Jordan Sledd, surety.

Aug., 10, 1835 Priscilla Goff married Samuel lolly,
Daughter of Priscllla.

Dec. 14, 1840 Ann bkliza Goff married Christopher itarkhan,
Son of Nathaniel, daughter of Archlbald.

Jan, 2, 1842 Melina Goff married Willlam Campbell,
Daughter of Archibald.

July 21, 1946 Frances Goff married Samuel Norcross,
Daughter of 4rchibald,

Apr, 21, 1847 Nancy uYoff married KRichard rrceman,
Joliin J. Carvin, surety.

Dec, 19, 1849 Lucy Goff marrled Andrew . 8pence,
Daughter of Arcihlbald.

Dec. 4, 1851 Sarah A, voff married John .. farker.

Sept. 2, 1864 Lucy Ann married Marlon L. Uunphrey.
(License.)

< WILL BOOKS,

WeBs 1, page 194, Inventory and appralsement of estate of
Leonard Goff with John Woodrooff, Adur.,
Appralsers: James llucker, John wricht
& Thomas Merritt. HKecorded Au: . 23, 1773.

W.B. 1, page 199, Account of bstate of Leonard Uoff, persoans
named in account: Samuel Crockett, ~avlid
Crews, Thomuas serritt, Thomas Staton, Joun
Goff, Cornslius Noill, Jas. Taylor, illllaan
Goff, David wrlght, Saml. Bauchan, Joh Loels
vavies, "¥Nldow Goff, Abrshas woirth "to crpjlaw
the [istate inR Bed ord and Anherst Countloe,™
Recorded, 1773.

N.,8.b, page 47. #W1ll of Joseph Uoff, dated 1317, n&ucs
" \ no-re. BT o s
wife Lucy, whole pesions", Joun «aff, ran.j
Goff, wmlisetnh __ , wancy orl ht, Janiaa
Baber, dau. ltody Goff, Lucy ilunter, son Joere—
miah, Witnesses: wllliawm H, Audcrson, Pe. .
Anderson & Pleusant Canady. Feter Hunter appt.
% qual. us :xecutor. Hscorded vec. 28, 1313,

W.B.6, page 6. List of Sales of Jeremiah Coff dated feu. 39, 1321,
Buyers: Richard bLavis % Co,, Thos., ‘¢ lunanan,
Richard Davis, Admr. kecorded 1323,



W. B. 6, page 201. Settlement of account of Jeremlah Goff,
with Richard Davis, Admr. Comrs. Edwd. Gwa:
kins, Samuel Hobson & Th. Sale. Flled Dec.
27, 1824 and recorded March 28, 1825.

W.B.7, page 330. Inventory and appraisemeant of John uoff, wiere.
Richard Davis was appolnted Comnlttee. Valu:
of estate $112.38. Recorded April 26, 1830,

W.B.8, page 90 List & Inventory of John Goff with Th. Sale,
Executor. “ppralsers: William A. White,
Jas. Sledd & David PYouglas. Value of estate
$1057.75. Recorded llay 28, 1832,

W.B8, page 107. Settlement of Estate of Jonn Goff, decd, with
Richard Davis, Comte. "Cost of darrent
agalnst Joseph Goff". Jos. vWilson, Comm.B.C.
Recorded Aug. 29, 1832,

W.B.8,page 108 Settlement of Estate of Joseph Goff, decd. with
Thomas Sale, Curator. Jos. Wilson Comr.nCC.
Recorded Aug. 29, 1832,

W.B.8,page 171, Inventory & appralsement of Lucy Goff, decd,
Appraisers: John H., Wright, Benj. N. hobinson,
James Goodman., Recorded iarch 25, 1833,

W.B.9, page 5. Will of Jonn Goff, Sr. dated April 19, 1827,
names the followlng, wife, Pressella Goff., sons
Benjamin Goff, Joseph Goff, Archibald €azgs
Goff, Leonard Goff, John M. Goff, Christopher
Goff, daus. Elizabeth lolley, Nancy “off, Fro-
8i1lla Goff; John Goff, Martha Goff, Sally Goff,
Jincy Parker, Sally Mechath. Appoints lkiajor
Thos. Sale, George Stanley, Exors. wWitnesses:
Joseph Crews, Wm. Thomas & John Tollsy.
Recorded April 24, 1831.

W.B.9, page 36 Settlement of Estate of Joseph Goff, decd. with
Peter Hunter, Exor, names the following: T.
Frith, Isaac #right, John Goff, Zacharian uaff,
Aaron Goff, Jas, Wilson, Lucy Goff. Coumrs.
Nelson A, Thompson, Urian Hatcher & Henry
Hatcher. Recorded March 23, 1835,

DEED BOOKS,

D.B. 3, page 379, Deed from Leonard & Hester Ballow to Leoanard
Goff, dated Nov. 23, 1769, both of Bedford Co
conveylng 150 acres on klk Creek. Hhecorded,
1769,

D.B.4, page 157. Deed from William Handy & Betty, his wife, to
Joseph Goff, of Bedford Co. for 20 lts. dated
Sept. 24, 1771, conveying 67 acres on Llk Cr.
Witnesses: Leonard Uoff, James willlamson,
Thomas Manion. Recorded Sept. 24, 1771,



D.Bs 4. pl 157. Willlam & Betty Handy to Josepu uoff of
Bedford Co, dated tept 24, 1771, conveyin.:
100 acres on Elk Croek and Jonnson's .iln.
Wits: Leonard Goff, Jas., Wuson & Thouas
‘.anion, Recorded Sept. 24, 1771,

D.B3.4, p. 460, Deed from Leonard Goff of Bedford Co. to I'houas
Merrett, dated lov. 23, 1772, for 70 lbs. con—-
veying 100 acres on klk Creek. vwilts: Chuas,
Lynch, Charles Ballow, John vampbell, Den:irum
& David Crews. HKecorded Jan. 25, 1773.

D.Bs 5, po 155, Deed or Bill of Sale between williaz voff of
Amherst Co, and #wllllam Handy of cedford Co,
selling cattle. 4Alts: Thos. .errlitt, dated
April 27, 1773 and recorded Nov, 22, 1773,

DeBe6 p.361 Deed from Vavid Crews to John uoff of Ledlord Co.,
dated Oct. 11, 1778, for 800 lbs convejing 200 sac.
on Johnson's wnt. Wlts: Joseph woff, iuvs., <rew.
Pleasant Standley % Jesso Crews. Hecorded liov. &.
1779.

DeBe 7,po 504. DPeed frow Chge. dlculaushlln to Aubross (off of
Bedford Co., dated April 23, 1735, for 30 lus
veying 200 ascres on VUttar hKlver % ..oyl-e Cr
recorded iday 23, 17395,

D.3.8, pe 107. Deed from John & Persiller <off of bLedlri .o ©0
Jesse Tate, dated Aprll 30, 1733, for o 1L . :on:
ing tract in Bedford bouqty. i1 tnesszs:  Joan
#right, Thos., Thorp. Ceorge Standley. LHecorded
June 22, 1739,

D.Be9, pe 103, Deed from Joseph Wheat & Ambros woffl mxxxzxza of
Bedford Co., to Jesse Crews dated Juuo 237, 1792,
for 30 lbs conveylng 100 acres on ~oyles 'r.
Witss Wm. Uwen, Thomus tubunk, ihne, Lo .ood.
Recorded Oct., 22, 1792,

b.B. 10, p. 163, Deed from amurose <« Aun vwoff of wedlord Co. to
Samuel [lollaway dated .arch 23, 179<, for
130 1bs,. 200 agres on norili [arl of 2tler Riv
“its: lienry Jetcer, vicy 'rayu~r, Eeuben Cow-
hard, Jacob wnilte .+ uross lcrurgs. wecorded
July 25, 1736,

OLD COULL Iu R EO0KRG.

1765-1771
5-598 Leo. Goff, apptd. surveyor of Koad.

1772
4-86 John Goff &c, apptd. to view way for road.
2 Joseph Goff, exempt from fulure payment cof gount; Levy

L4
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1772=1774

5A Leonard Goff's widow, summoned to take admn. of
his est. 39, Admr. qual & Auprs, appt. 63,

S5A 79-210 Lonard Coff, former road surveyor,

1774-1782
6-38 John Goff alld. 6 days attendance,
254 John Goff summoned for unlaeful gamelng
38 Joseph Goff alld. 8 days attendance
216 Wm. Goff to be bound out.
1782-1783
7-12 William Goff, son of Ann. to be bound out
1784-1786 _
8=227 Christopher voff, qualifles as vonstable
301 Christopher Goff alld, 8 days attendance.
255 John Goff = Grand Juror,
1786-17920 Jif
942 Ambrose Goff, alld. attendance.
16 Christopher Goof or Goff, Const. suunoned,
20 Same ads Commonwealth Ans. sunnons
29 Same, Const., removed from office
71 Seme, alld. attendance.
1790-1796

10,206 Christopher Goff, by &c. injJ. granted to stay
: Judgments obtalned agalnst him.

1803~-1806
13-353 Ambrose voff, inj. awarded hian in regard to Jud..cat
. agalnst hinm,
99 John Goff, by Atty., inj. essarded nlu in regard to
Judgment agalnst him.
1806-1808
14-222 Ambrose (Goil, former surveyor

214 Joseph Goff, Sr.'s salve (Austin) ads Connonwealth

1808-1811
15158 Jack & James Goff (co>mplalns of Callonill lails)
they are to remaln in care of nin,

140 James, Rhoda & Zacharlah Soff (Abranaa's calldrea),
complains of Callohill mennis to whom they ars
apprenticed. OUrdered .rou.,it to Vourt = 120,

158 Rhoda Goff's indenture resclnded,

1811-1816 Goff
16-243 Joseph & Jere'h/&c land owners sunwoned.
1815-1820
17-312 Jeremliah Goff land damuage alld,

360 Joseph Goff, leand owner summnoned x .susaze alld.

580 Jogseph Goff's will probated, wxor Jual. % Apors.

appte

1820-1823 '
18018 Abraham Goff (Pensioner) his declaration ordered c.riiiied

18-103 John McGhee Uoff &c's petn for change in road.
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sot.h JUDIOIAL QUROUIT ; TERMS OF OOURT
LA B. HOPEINS, Judge ) o : . - 10th OF JANUARY
" Bocky Mount, Va. 1t @ ' 1st OF MARCH
W, R skvNDERS irenit Court Bedford Tounty o
Commonwealth’s, Attormney BEDFORD, VIRGINIA o ol
V. W. NJOHOLS 1st OF DECEMBER

Clerk

January 22nd, 1945.

Mr. F. B. Lambert,
Barboursville, West Virginia.

Dear Sir:

Your letter, in regard to certain old
marriapes, has been received.

We do not have any marriage of a MNr. lansfield
and a Jefferson,

I find the marriage of one Isaac Smith and &7

Mourning Davenfort in year 1795. I should think this
man was a Revolutionary soldier, but the marriage does not show 1it.

I also find a marrlage of Jeremiah Goff and
Pokehunters Wals, in 1806, (Seems as if they did not
know how to spell Pocashontas).

If you desire a copy of elther of these old
Marriage Bonds, they will cost fifty cents each.

Yours yery truly,
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SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

CHAs. E. BURKS, JUDGE

A,

H.

LYNCHBURG, VA.

A. RUCKER
COMMONWEALTH'S ATTORNEY

P. SCOTT
CLERK

Rand

Circuit Court Bedford County

BEDFORD, VIRGINIA

October 16th,

1956.

21,

TERMS OF COURT

FIRST TUESDAY IN
JANUARY
MARCH
MAY
JuLy
SEPTEMBER
NOVEMBER

Mr. T. B. Lambert,
Barboursville, W, Va.

Dear Sir:

I am enclosing a typed copy of the will of Joseph.
Qoff, I donot believe I have seem one with more missgd
used and spelled words, I got out the original andfound
that the Clerk had spelt some wrong when they should have
beenright and the other way around. I have a Microfilm
machine now so if you want a copy of the original if you
will send me $2.00 I will have a copy made for you. It
will take about two weeks to get a copy ready for delivery.

I take all records on Monday, then it takes a week to get

them finished.

1 find a marriage bond of Jeremiah Goff and Pokehunters Wals,

these old marriage bonds donot give the parents of the
parties marrying. Don!t you think that Joseph Goff was
the father of Jeremiah? The marriage was _in 1806.

If the copy that I enclose is sufficient the fee will
be $1.00.

Yours very truly,

l'j I “ﬂ; Clerk.
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39.

In the name of God Amen I Jgseph Goff of Bedford County being imprest
WM
with the uncartain of Life and the lauth of eturnity do declare this

my last will and testament whereas I lave my Wife Lucy Goff my RQole

ey

pesions my house land and negorers and stock of every kine and all

my houeson Growes to her in During hir wodowhood and at and at the
D S, W
eand of her widowhood I leave my negour my Stocks and hossen goods
B Y e
to be sold and devided between John Goff Faney Goff Elisebek ham with

T — e A ———d

Miss Nancey Wright Jamima Barber Rody Goff Lucy Hunter and at the

eand of her widowhood of leve my land whereon I Know live to my sun
Goff
Containing 196 acres To Jeremiah[also my wiggon I leve to my Dater

Rody Goff forty Dollars in Cash I leve my beloved friend Peter
i
Hunter exeutor tothis my will as Witness my hand whereunto I set
my Seal in the year of Lord 1817.
g

Joseph Goff §§633)
William H Anderson
Peggy Anderson
Pleasant Canady

At a Court held for Bedford County at the Courthouse thereof on

the day of Decr. 1818.

This last will and Testament of JEEEEE_QEif Decd was proved by the
Oath of William H., Anderson Peggy Anderson & Pleasant Canady Sub=-
scribing witnes§ and ordered to be Recorded., And the motion of
Peter Hunter the Executor therein named who made oath and Gave Bond
& Security according to Law Certificate is granted him for obtain=
ing a probat thereof in due form.

Teste

J., Steptoe C B C,

Will Book 5,
page L7.
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THE GOFF FAILY, Cr LAWREECE CCUNTY, COHIC,

Abrut 183Q,Pocahontas Goff came to Lawrence County, Chio,
over the Kanawha road’fror Bedford Crunty, Virgiria. They cros-
sel the Chio River at Guyandotte and settled on Ta?dy Creek. She
vas nny great grandmother. Xy great grandfather was Jeremiah
Goff. I did not know tris until very recently, =lthouch my mother
and George i, Coffman, who lived at Rocky Ford
Both informed me that they teliewved the name of ry great grand-
father was Jeremiah Goff, This seemed to me to be merely 2 tradi-
tion, 2nd might, or right not, have teen true. About two years
ago,I decided to investigate for myself. iy mother had told wme
that she thought her zrandmother had come here,fro~ Zockbridge
County,or Botetourt County, Virginia, but she was nof certain, I
never talked to her about this, until she was guite old and ner
mind was not very clear. When I was 2 toy,and lived on Fine Zile
Creek, in C=tell County ¥=.Jones ofter c¢-me to our -lace. He was
a son of Demarius.Jones, daughter of Jeremiah and Pocaiontes
Goff. He could have told the whole story, teczusz he was torn
quite early, and, no doutt, knew all zbout it. However, we fziled
to ask him,and he has been dead many years. This was sixty years
ago,or more.

In view of these facts,l decided to 7o to Virsinia and
see what I could find. I visited Rockbridge, Botetourt Countv,
Roanoke,and Bedford County, Virginia, and,forturately, found the
followins merriage records which cleared atout <11 doubts:

Jeremiah Goff married Pocahunters W=lls L2y 17, 18C6.
These, then, were my great crand»arents,

George L, Coffman was vas 2 cgrandson, tut his real nome
was George 1, Sowards., He said he alwz2ys underst-od that the

farily was reared in Greenbrier County. I visited Greénbrier
. 1o

1.



County,aad found no record of any of them, Jeremiah Goff -was
renuted to own about seventy-five slaves. iy investigation,in
Eedfor? County,convinced me that this wss n%t correct. ke was,
s ’

gommnaratively, a voung man. His fatnerAGoff,I telicve, was a
arosnerous YPlanter and sleve owner, and may have ovneld seventy-
five slaves. He died a short time Yefore his son, Jeremiah. His
will is recorded in Bedford County. Ee left z2bout a cres of
land and a wagon,to his son,Jeremiah Goff, and here follows an in-
teresting story.

iy mother and George ., Coffman both agreed that their
grandmother Goff had told them that Jeremiah Gofif came with horses
and wagon,to the salt wells east of Charleston,to get salt., On the
way back,he was killed ,in what appeared to be an accident. One
story said the wzgon turned over on him, and the other said that
the negro slave,wno was with him,rolled a barrel of salt over him
and killed him. Anyone who has ever traveled over Sewell iountain
on Route 60,would be pretty certain that thet is not correct. At any
rate, the widow came to Ohio, and there her family grew to ranhooAd
and womanhood. The following is a tentative list of their children

and descendants:
N

I, Barriet Joff is said to have married a lr, &JL@AA/-gtr
Febr 2¥, I173%

Thommnson, hut nothing is now Xnown of them. (BoTB: I find no
redord, wratever of Horriett Goff, in Lawrence £o., Ohio).

"N~
2. Jemarius Goff, vorn 1822%, per Censusﬁfune 2%, 1837,
arried William Jones, korn 1303, son of Jacobt Jones,
Sr.)of Wolf Creek. She was “his second wife, She died

suddenly at the table, of heart disease. Their childrep

weres



Finley, never married.
Harvey

Jesse,

3
w
g 5

ried lary Peyton. Hod a larcge farmily, of whom
were "Usey™"
Wilburn.
Timothy, married llary Bragg. He was Ttorn in 1847, She was
born
Abigail, married Sam Benedict. 2Born in 1847. They lived
in Guyandotte
Susan married Sam Locy, of Lawrence County., Lived atout
22rd St. &« 3rd Ave., Euntinstdn. Went west,
Became wealthy. Traveled extensively. The
children lived in Illinois. Susan torn 1342,
Catherine (?) married Abe ¥iller. Lived in the State of
Washington;
III, Lucy Goff, rmarried "Greasy" John Sowarids, corn in 1811,
She was btorn in 1822,
Children:

Fanny P, Sowards, torn 1842,

Mahala Sowards, f 1848,
Fary ¥, Sowards, ? 1849,

Georze il., Sowards torn
(Coffiran).

The atove, excepnt George were listed fror tne 1850

U,S,Census. L=ter

“roud Spaoendy  bhorn

-

She was raised %y Urcle Alfred Swartwood,

LAV]

and married Roe Johnson. Sorme of her faril- live in

Huntington.



G-

IV, lartha Goff married Peter Spears, llav 10,1838, He was
vorn in 1813; she Ttorn in 1822, they lived on

Ice Creek, Their children:

Negine, born 1340, (~$w1~L Lot ol d

e
Andrew, . 18473 % )
Jeremiah, 1845,
Susan, " 1847,

Sylvester, torn about ‘Ausust 1849. (Cenzus
of 1850 says he was five worths old rren

census vwas taken),



7

V. Sarah E. Goff, married Sent.28, 134F%F, Ebenezer

E2rl Swartwood. ‘e 211 Xnew hir as ZEarl. The had

three children:

l. Benjarir Swartwood, torn 1348, lar-

%7
ried first,“ﬂk¢u~*£€értain, snd ned a son
. alod | $Y/
B4 ,Swartwood, torn in died in 1920
ilarried second, lLavinda Yorris, vhose peonk
lived atout three miles,out fro- Hubtards-
town, W, Va., a small town about twenty-five
miles up Zig Sandy river, in VWayne County,
“eVa, They had a son, Alvert, or Alfred
Swartwood, who wss drowned in the Big Sandy
river, while swirming near tutbtardstown,
where Luvinda was living after the death of
her husbtand, Benjamin Swartwood. They had
also, a daughter, torn dec,22, 1872. It

evidently died unnamed (Death record at I-

ronton).

I have both records the first, Lawrence County
H 9 3

L}
Chio. The second, "ayne County. Ed.Svartwcod s

death is fourd in Vzyne Co., recor:

[

atly, his mrazrriages.

James Goff married Zlizateth torn 1830, The

18E0 census for Lawrence County lists their children as

follows:

John, born 12848, Cnly one listed in

census cf 1850.

The 1840 census for Lawrence Co., Chio lists rocahontas

Goff as @ head of a ferily.

]
[9)]
]



THE GOFF FAUILY, OF LAWRKNCE CCUNTY, OHIO, S

Ab~ut 1830, Focahontas Goff came to Lawrence County, thio,
over the Kanawha road ,fro- Bedford Crunty, Virginia, They crose-
sed the Ohio River,at Guyandotte, and settled orn T'sddy CreeX., The
was my great granimother. ¥y great grandfather was Jeremiah
Goff. I did not know t+is until very recently, although my mother
and George ¥, Coffman, who l4ved at Rocky Ford
Both informed me that they tellieved the name of ry great grande
father was Jeremlah Goff, This secemed to me to0 be merely s tradi-
tion, and might, or wight net have béen true, Abocut two years
2c0,I dscided to Investigate for myself, Uy mother had told re
that she thought her ~randmother had core here,fro- Zockbridge
County’or Botetourt Omnty, Virginie, hu* she wes not certain, 1
never talked to her atout this, until sne was quite old ond her
mind was not very clenr. %hen 1 wns 2 boy and lived on Xine iile

o PR
Creek, in C-tell Jounty U<, Jones oftan ¢-re to cur -loce, He was .
a scn of Demarius Jones, daughter of Jeramiah ard Pocahontas
Goff. He gould have told *he whole story, becesuse he was torn
quite early, nnd; no douxt, ¥new nll rbout it. However, we failed
to auk him,and he has been dead wany rears, Thiz was sixztiy years
ago,or more,

In view of thess faots I decided to -0 %o Virerinia and
gee what T could find, I wviaited Rockbridge, Betetourt County,
Roanoke,and Bedford County, Virginia, :nd Forturately fourd the
followings marriece records vhich eleared atout -~11 doubts:

Jeremiah Goi'f msrriet Poessbhunters “~1lls iy 17, 1806,Lu-EL{%9v(C
These, then, were my grest rrendrarente,

George M, Coffmen wes vae 2 grandson, tut his real name
wag George H, Jow-rds, FHe snid he always underctood that the

family was reared ir Greenbrier County. 1 visited Grednbrier

ul-



“7 -

Countysand fsound no record of any of them. Jeremiah Goff +was
renuted to own about sevenity-five slaves, My investigation,in
Bedford Ceunty,convinced me that this was vet correct. He was,
sornaratively, s your man. His father Goff,I believe, war a
nrosperoue plantzr nd 8l ve owner, and miy have owned scveniy-
five alaves, He 4ied a short time vefore nhis son, Jeremian, His
will 18 recorded in dadford Jounty., He left =bout a cres of
land and & wazson t2 his son‘Jeremiah Gof?. anl here follows an in-
teresting stoxry.,

Hy mother and Gesnvrge 7y Coffnan beth agreed that their
crondmother Gof{ kad told them tlet Jrreuniah Zofl came with horses
and wagon,to the salt wells,eant of Churleston,to et salt, On the
way back,he was killel dr whst apneared to be an sccident, One
story said the wiagon tuvrned cver on him, ond the other said {iat
the negzro slave,vho was with him relled a bvarrel of salt over him
and killed rim. Anyore rho has ever travsled over 3awell llountain,
or Route 60,would be pratty certain that thst is net correct. At any
rate, the widow came ¢35 dhio, and therz hner fomily grew tn monhoot
and womanhoecd., Tne followins is a tontat ve l1ist o7 their cldldren

ard descendantis:
I, Harriet Soff i85 3214 to have married a Yr.
Thommason, but rnthin~ 19 now known o“ them. (MOTE: I find no
reford, whatevsr of Harriett Goff, in Lawrence 0., Ohio',
2, Demarius Goff, hHorn 1222, oer ‘ensus Tune 272, 1837,
Married Villiam Jones, born 1803, son of Jacob Jones,
Sr, of Tol? Creek, She wag his secord Wife, She died

-

guddenly at the table, of heart disease. Their childrey

werst
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Levisé married Yary I'ine., They riad two children: . Loeida_
. 'h ‘d: ( i
FPinley, never married. y“aﬂ/§7

Hayrvey

were "Upey" woGang 26, /797 (48]

%11burn. 72 ( coout . bract
o Tube 1717 ( Aals hes .
Timothy, married Maxy$Bragg. e was born in 1847, She was 7o

Jesse, married Mary Peyton. Hrd a large family, of whonm ﬂ“‘)n\

born
4bigail, married Sam Benedict. Born in 1847, They lived
in Guyaniotte’
Susman married Sam Loey, of Lawrence County., Lived a.out
23rd S, =« Zrd Ave., Duntinzton, Yient west
degrme weilthye Trovelel oxtensively., The
oilirza livel in Illinois, Zusan Torn 1842,
Catherine {?' rarried ibe rpiller. slved in the Stete of
waching:oen,
ucy Goff, marriec "Creusy” Jchn Towerde, torrn in 1811,
fhe was tern in 1822,

Crildren:

Furny 1. Lowerds, torn 1842,
XKahsla CTceweras, 1 1848,
¥ary ¥, Sowards, 1543,

George L, Cowards  born
(Coffran).

The atove, ezcept George were listed from the 1850
U,SsCensug, TL-ter
Loud torn 4
She was raiszed by ‘ncle Alfred “wartwood,
and married Roe Johnson, Some of her family live in
Runtington,
el



&7,

1V, liartha Goff married reter Spears, Hay 10,1838, He was
torn in 1818; she bern in 1822, they lived on
Ice Creek, Thelr children:

Negine, born 1840,

Andrew, 4 1843
Jereniah, 1845,
3usan, ! 1247,

",

Cylvester, torn sbout dugust 1549. (Cencus
of 1850 says he was five rorthe old when

rersus wa3 taxen's

=



Ve Sarah K, Goff, married Tent 28, 134°F Fvenezer
Barl Qwartwood, Ve o1l knew »im as Torl. The had

three children:

1, Benjarir Swartwood, born 1848, l#re
rviel first, Sartain, and hsd 2 ason
“de wertwood, born in died in 1920

arried second, ‘avinda Torris, whose peopk
lived about thr-e miles out fro- Muttards-
town, %, Va, a g all town azbout ¢twenty-five
riles up Eig Sardy xiver, in VWayne County,
WeVa, They had a son, Albert, or Alfred
Swartwood, vho waes drowned in the Big Tondy
river, while swirming near Hubbardstown,
where Luvinda was 1living after the death of
her husbond, Benjamin “wartwood. They had
aleo, a daughter, born D-e,22, 1872. It

evidently died unnamed (Death record at l-

ronion),
I lave botl records, <o fisgt, Lewrence County,
. afth § . 4 . "3 . '
Chioe The gecond, " syiuc wounty, ad,3wartweod 8

deata is Tound in 'uyne wo. scecorls. Alsc, »robe

atly, Lin nurrioded.

VIe Jumes Gelff marsried Rlizaveil tern 1830, The
1880 census oy awraice vouwdy Llivte theis ehidren as
follows:

John, toaorn 1848, Only one listed in

cencusg ~f 1230,
The 184C census for Lawrence Co., Ohio liste “ocahontas

Goff as 8 head of a faonmily.
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