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AN ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW
WITH: ORLANDO ABBADINI

SUBJECT: WORLD WAR II
-------
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DR. DENMAN'S COMMUNICATION STUDIES CLASS
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---

---
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[NOTE: The interviewer's questions/comments are in
bold type font.]

Okay, could you please tell me your name?

My name is Orlando Abbadini.
Okay, and what war did you participate in?

I served in World Lt4✓ar II, from January, February 1943,
-~ · ------to-J anuary the TSfl1, 1946.
Okay. And where were you actually when you had to
go to the war? Where did they take you to?

Uh, my first induction into the service, I was sent to

Massachusetts and I took my basic training, to learn
island hopping.
What is island hopping?
1

I was a volunteer into the Army s [inaudible]

engineering.

Oh, okay. And so I'm assuming that, did you volunteer
or were you drafted?

I was drafted.
Drafted in the war?

Drafted in 1942, but I volunteered to go into this outfit
that I was assigned to.
Okay_.__And how dld_you fe eLabout all that? __

Ah, as a young high school graduate, it seemed like it
was an honor, you know. We felt it was our duty to
serve and I didn't mind it, after meeting all these other
drafted soldiers.
So you weren't nervous or scared?

I wasn't nervous until we went actually into combat.
Okay. And why were you so?

The scary part of being in a war is not, is knowing that
your unprepared for some of the things that occur,

2

such as bombings by the airplanes above you. Because
you can't prepare for that.
Okay and ....

And you never know where the bombs are going to
land. You can be in the foxhole and not knowing
whether a bomb is going to fall at or near your
destination.
~ - Okay._ And _how about your brothers?~ - - - - - - - -

My brothers, my oldest brother, Jerry, he was inducted
prior to me being inducted. He was the first, he was
the oldest child. I was the second and my brother,
Bob, was the third. He went in after the war was over.
Okay. And go ahead.

I did not, I served in his, at his call of duty, I
. •-----v0JunteeFed--t o go in -his place.
And why?

3

Because he had a disability and my mother was home
alone and uh, [inaudible] ... he would be deferred. And
it did work out that way.
Wow, I didn't know that. So what was your mother's
reaction toward you guys all going to war or war itself?

My mother being a foreigner and not having anyone at
home to help her and, it was very, it was a hardship on
her part. To have two ofher sons go into service. And
___________ __ooe ..s_tc1y__eri _c1t home ancl hel12eci_out with the incomg~-part of it.
Mmmh.

Now, before you went to war, did you know

anything about Germany or Adolph Hitler?
I, I did not serve, no, we just, just what we had in our

history classes in the high school.
And what did you remem ... did you remember anything

- - --f ro.m .-tl:lat?

Well, uh, we learned a lot about Adolph Hitler and
Mussolini, dictator.
What were your reactions for that or him or them?
4

We, it was hard for us to accept. Because my father
was of Italian [inaudible] and they had to give up a lot
of their priority, such as goals, to be sent back to their
parent country,
Which was?

Which was Italy. That was hard for them to accept.
They owned property in Italy.
Mmmh, are you serious?

Okay.
Wow, I didn't know that. So how about your political
party?

I was heavily involved with the democratic party. I
worked [inaudible]. .. supporting a legislator in our
- dis-trict. I later served with-him-for--sfx-years in our
state capitol in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. I was a bill
reader in the House of Representatives in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

5

Okay, and this was after ... do you remember what,
around what years you did this?
1

Yes, I served in 1960 to 66.
To '66, okay. And uhm, since you are a democratic,
what ... were you in favor or against the war at that
time, if you remember? Or your feelings?

Well, we were all back from the war. When I worked in
__ -------··- _ Hacrisburg, _tbe re_was_ao_war _g_aing_an_at-th is-time.- - - - - - And uh, then the second war came later. And that's
the one you are referring to.
Mmm-hmm.

And we did not have to serve [inaudible}. ..
Okay, so what were your feelings? Were you in favor?

- -We were not in favor of-it;Not in favor.

Why? Because of the past?

We just [inaudible}. .. individuals should have served
voluntarily.
6

Right. You ....
It was not a Just war. I didn't feel [inaudible]. ..
got involved.
Got involved, right. Which I do agree with you, too.
Now, a little bit about your involvement in the war.
Could you just tell me exactly what your
responsibilities were? Some of the things you did,
________ uhm_,_jf_youJlked it,Jf_you didn't like it,_eJaborate~o~n~ _ · - - - - - that.
Yes. During World War II I received a bronze star
Wow!
... and /. .. rank.. ./ served as a sergeant.
Okay.
[inaudible]. .. island hopping and
Oh, okay.

engineer.

Wow.

Our duties varied from landing with the infantry
7

[inaudible]. .. seeing that they're kept supplied with vital
equipment needed to keep

We were a hard-hitting,
was awarded numerous stars

soldier outfit. And I

For ... ?

For... and I'm authorized to wear the stars for the
__ Adriatic Eacific _Ca mpaign_that_we_se nLed_i n. _ _ _ ____ _
Ahhh, wow!

So I uh, I could, I could tell you all the stars and
everything I was awarded.
Well, maybe you could tell me a couple.

Well, okay.
Okay, just let me double-check and see ....

I served in New Guinness
[inaudible] ... stars?
8

We uh, we first started Island Hopping in the Islands of
New Guinness, went to North Solomon. We served in
the Philippines, we prepared for twenty- four day trip to
[ina udible].. Japan.
What do you remember from that?

_

While on the ship, heading to Japan, we were one day
prior to making the invasion on the island ofJapan.
______ We wece_11atifle1i_tha_Lthe_Jap_a11ese_Leadecs_de_clace_d __ ___
peace.
Ohh.

So because of this, the United States dropped the
atomic bomb. It was a devastating power that
destroyed two major cities.
And what did you feel about that?

The feeling there, after being the first troops to land
on the island into Japan, we saw mass destruction of ..
I can imagine.

9

... homes, industry, for miles and miles and miles. All
flat. .. completely. I would not want to face anything
like that.
Again.
Again.
Right.

_ _ So,_gfter that, _the_ _ bomb was dropped, it WqS gg_reed
not to use the atomic bomb any more. So, that
protected the United States at that time.
Right. And then what did you do following all that?

Following, following the invasion ofJapan, we served
there for several months with the civilians in Japan to
help them. And then ...
Cari y0-u t-@-1-1--me -a-couple of things that you aGtual-1.y-- - ~did?

Well, we helped the people to make them understand,
that American people were there to help. And
following that, we were all discharged because we'd

served our time and the war was over. So they sent
most of the soldiers back home and discharged them.
And at home what was it like? Like feelings towards
the war and when you came back?

Well, you mean on ....
Well, you can answer that first, the Japanese. Answer
that one first.

Yeah. When we invaded Japan, the Japanese people
were very friendly people.
Really?

Yes. They invited us to stay in their homes, instead of
us staying in our little pup tents that were ... that we
had to sleep in.
-Did-you-do-th at?-- -

Yes. Because of my rank of a sergeant, we were
allowed to stay with them. If you were not a sergeant,
you have to live in your pup tent. Pup tents are pieces

11

of equipment oh, they were issued to us like
[inaudible]. ..
How like a different type? Like a [inaudible] ...

You mean...
What they stayed in.

You opened the tents up and you slept in it. Yeah.
_ _And you kept_yoJ.Jr rations in there. W~w~isSLLad~ daily rations.
Like what?

They were called sea rations.
Okay.

And that's the food we got 'ti/ we got settled. And
· Uh~. . .--- .-- -- ---- - ·------ ·-·-·- .
What type of food did you usually get? Do you
remember?

12

Sea rations are dried food, canned food, Just... not
perishable. And uh, food like canned
uh ... [inaudible]. .. meat and cheese and things like that,
that you can live on. And then after you established a
beach head, then they'd set up big tents and then you
have your [inaudible]. .. two days later and they'd set up
their kitchen and they'd serve you normal hot food
later.
Mmmh.

Now your experience living with Japanese

--- ________ _fam-ilies, -did--you -el'"IJoy doi-A-Q-tha-t-? - - - - - - -

Yes. The Japanese people were very friendly. And they
treated us normal and they fed us. While living with
them, I found out that every family had a historical
sword and a Japanese flag in their home.
Really?

Yes.
Okay, can you hear me now?

Fortunately I was, upon discharge, I had brought home
two historicalJapanese swords home ... with me.

13

And you still have those? Those are the ones I've seen?

I don't own them and they're very valuable.
Wow.

Now, did you, before you went to actually

Japan, how did you feel about Japanese people? What
were your reactions prior to this? Did you have any?

Well, we prepared [inaudible]. .. feeling against them
and because of what they'd done. And uh, Pearl
_______ _____fiarhar. __We_thaugh t _tb_ey_LtJler__e__pLep_aring1aL p_ea_ee._

They surprised us, killed a lot of people. So we went
into the war with only one thing in mind. To destroy
them. And uh, we were able to do that. And today,
they're our friends ...
Allies .

... and they're a peaceful nation today.
----And you do still. ...

They support the United States and we have a lot of
them in our country. And they're part of our
environment today.

14

Right. Now, how about your feelings toward what it
was like at home? If you wrote-, if people had written
you any letters or uh, when you talked to some of your
friends ... even when you got back, what was the
feelings or reactions towards Americans at that?
Whether it was a family member or friends, if you can
remember?
The feeling back home was the same feeling the United
States government felt, after being bombed at Pearl
- -------"---'Harbor. The .feeling is the wiads af W_aLdes._trDyed_
[inaudible].

And we completed that mission and it was

very successful [inaudible].
And so did you feel this was a good war?
I felt that...
What type of war did you feel it was?
!--felt, you know, that th-e-peeple-in-Gharge were very experienced people, our generals in the Pacific,
General MacArthur and uh, his staff were very
experienced. He spent many years in the Philippines
and he was accepted by everybody.

15

Was he?

Yes. And uh, we ... we invaded the Philippines to get
the Japanese out. And we were successful doing that.
And we spent a period of six months rehabilitating the
country of the Philippines, especially in
[inaudible]. .. Manila.
And now, when you were in the war, do you remember
any number of events ... or anything in particular you
_________rem_emb~J_that ... about World War II?~ - _ _ _ __ _____

Yes, it was terrible. Because we lost a lot of people.
Mmm-hmm, that you wouldn't have?

Yes. We, well, we made our initial landing, so the first
[inaudible]. .. get the Japanese out of Manila in the
Philippines. We bombarded the island continuously for
two consecutive days with the planes dropping bombs
and the ship off_the-shore--dropping .big bombs -0n thei~---- -- --- ----------ship. And we uh, we practically destroyed all the
Japanese Army that was in the Philippines. When we
landed there after making landings there and being
successful at it, there were thousands and thousands
of dead bodies throughout the big city of Manila. And
· 16

uh, so they, in order to prevent the devastating odor
from the bodies, we, our engineers came in and used
their bulldozers and covered the bodies up with the
massive supply of dirt...
To bury them .

.. .so it would destroy the odor.
Oh, my gosh.
-· - - · - - - - - - - ·

-·-··-

- -

- - - - - -·- - · - -

---

----

In the stadium, their beautiful stadium, they used their
stadium for [inaudible].... And they used their guns
inside the stadium. And we bombed the stadium and
destroyed it.
Oh, really? Wow.

It took six months to clean the city up.
.
7
- -A re you se-nous.--- -

---- -------

With dead bodies. And a lot of the ships were
destroyed in the harbor. But a lot of the Japanese that
was living, they would swim out to the sunken ship,
the ships that were floating, and they would live in
17

them and come in, in the evening in our barracks to
steal food so they could live.
So they were like prisoners but ....

But the Philippino's were very mad, and when they
caught any of them, they just did what any enemy
would do to kill 'em. Most of them used a bolo knife.
And what type of knife is that?

The Philippines used these knives all the time for
cutting their sugar cane.
Oh, okay, oh my gosh.

And they would just cut 'em.
So now, what about any like, that was kind of like ·
negative memories. Do you have any positive?

Well. ... when you 're fighting a war, you don't think of
anything positive. Because you never know what's
going to happen. We lost a lot of [inaudible]. .. that
lived in the same area. We lost our... and

18

[inaudible]. .. my wife's side, she lost her uncle in a war.
And it's just a bad feeling all the way around.
And how about your brother? I mean, how was he
feeling? What did he do?

Well, my oldest brother that served uh, he served in the
Air Force. But he's like the rest of us, you know. We
don't want to go in there again. Because we had no
say about it, they just drafted you and you had to go.
_____ And uh, so, _he's not here to claim his side of it. s,_·n_c~
e __
he's passed away.
Right. And so now what do you feel about issues
going on in the world today? How do you feel about
going to war?

I'm against the, having a war today. In Iran, I just feel
that the ... I realize that the United States can go over to
destroy them. But we never know what type of
weap<Jns--they're-going-to use. And Iknow-i-t's-not-- -----------going to be the weapons we used in World War II.
What they're going to use ... chemicals and
[inaudible]. .. atmosphere, it can destroy millions of
people. So ....

19

Now, Sadam Hussein, do you compare him to
Mussolini or Adolph Hitler at all? Do they have any
similarities?

Well, the type of war he fights, is not out in the open.
You know? The type of people that they train is people
that commit suicide in order to complete a mission.
Whereas Hitler ....

_ Yes. __ Hitler didn't choose_force to _complete h,_·s_____
mission. Or in power.
So that's fairly different leaders.

Right.
So would you like to say anything else, interesting facts
that you .... ?

- l'm -happ-Y, -U-h ...-that we completed our-dutie-s. --And-weled a successful life after that. My marriage is
successful and children and very happy about it.
Okay. And so you would definitely say no to war right
now, because of the events that happened prior?
20

I'm against, anyone going through another war.
think there can be mass destruction.

I

Mmm-hmm. And do you have any solutions right now
that you feel that cou Id happen?

I feel it could be solved through negotiations, you
know.... But if he doesn't feel like he wants peace,
we 're just going to have to go in and bomb the area.
Okay. And if you had children that, would you want
them to be ... how would you feel if they were drafted or
actually volunteered?

I would not be ... I would not be in favor of them
serving. It hurts. Because children can be educated,
spent a lot of money on them, they can go in the
service and all of them can be killed. A lot of families
that have lost probably two or three of their children,
- -be-ca-use- CJf-a--war. And I just -feel-it!s-a,-the-Fe--wa-s--a lot
of people that were deferred, or were not entitled to be
deferred. But I feel that everybody in the United States
should be trained and be prepared in case of a war.
Everybody or people in the Air Force, Navy, Army ...?
21

I think every...
Individual.

... woman and man should be trained for two years of
peace, to be prepared. I'm not saying it should all
serve, but at least they should be trained. To maintain
the reserves and Army like we do, [inaudible]. ...
And one last thing. I remember you said something

---~ about l~tteLs and memorabilia and stuff. What can _
you tell me about some of those? I don't know if you
talked about letters that you've written or letters
people have written to you or pictures ....

Well, we ... we, all we needed was a camera. We took a
lot of pictures of individuals we met on the island that
we were ,n.
And you did meet a lot of people?

We met a lot of people and we have a history of what
occurred during World War /I. And uh, to come home,
you have your family together, it's the bright side of a
war.

22

And you do still have some of those pictures and
letters and everything?
We have them all.

Okay. Okay, and I would just like to thank you. And
any last words?
My last word is my hope ... God bless, God protect us
that we don't have another war.
- - - - - --------

--

------ - - - -------

---

END OF INTERVIEW

23

I'm done!
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Okay, could you please tell me your name?
My name is Orlando Abbadini.
Okay, and what war did you participate in?

I served in World War II, from January, February 1943,
to January the I Sth 1946.
7

Okay. And where were you actually when you had to
go to the war? Where did they take you to?

Uh my t7rst induction into the service, I was sent to
7

Massachusetts and I took my basic training, to learn
island hopping.
What is island hopping?

I was a volunteer into the Army's [inaudible]
engineering.

Oh, okay. And so

1'111

assuming that, did you volunteer

or were you drafted?

I was drafted.
Drafted in the war?

Drafted in 1942, but I volunteered to go into this outfit
that I was assigned to.
Okay. And how did you feel about all that?

Ah, as a young high school graduate, it seemed like it
was an honor, you know. We felt it was our duty to
serve and I didn't mind it, after meeting all these other
drafted soldiers.
So you \N~ren 't nervous or scared?

I wasn't nervous until we went actually into combat.
Okay . And why were you so?

The scary part of being in a war is not, is knowing that
your unprepared for some of the things that occur,

2

such as bombings by the airplanes above you. Because
you can't prepare for that.
Okay and ....

And you never know where the bombs are going to
land. You can be in the foxhole and not knowing
whether a bomb is going to fall at or near your
destination.
Okay. And how about your brothers?

My brothers, my oldest brother, Jerry, he was inducted
prior to me being inducted. He was the first, he vvas
the oldest child. I was the second and my brother,
Bob, was the third. He went in after the war was over.
Okay. And go ahead.

I did not, I served in his, at his call of duty, I
volunteered to go in his place.
And why?

,.,
.)

Because he had a disability and my mother was home
alone and uh, [inaudible] ... he would be deferred. And
it did work out that way.
Wow, I didn't know that. So what was your mother's
reaction toward you guys all going to war or war itself?

My mother being a foreigner and not having anyone at
home to help her and, it was very, it was a hardship on
her part. To have two of her sons go into service. And
one stayed at home and helped out with the income
part of it.
Mmmh .

Novv, before you went to war, did you know

anything about Germany or Adolph Hitler?

I, I did not serve, no, we just, just what we had in our
history classes in the high school.
And what did you remem ... did you remember anything
from that?

Well, uh, we learned a lot about Adolph Hitler and
Mussolini, dictator.
What were your reactions for that or him or them?
4

We, it was hard for us to accept. Because my father
was of Italian [inaudible] and they had to give up a lot
of their priority, such as goals, to be sent back to their
parent country,
Which was?

Which was Italy. That was hard for them to accept.
They owned property in Italy.
Mmmh, are you serious?

Okay.
Wow, I didn't know that. So how about your political
party?

I was heavily involved with the democratic party. I
worked [inaudible]. .. supporting a legislator in our
district. I later served with him for six years in our
state capitol in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. I was a bill
reader in the House of Representatives in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

5

Okay, and this was after ... do you remember what,
around what years you did this?

Yes, I served in 1960 to '66.
To '66, okay. And uhm, since you are a democratic,
what ... were you in favor or against the war at that
time, if you remember? Or your feelings?

Well, we were all back from the war. When I worked in
Harrisburg, there was no war going on at this time.
And uh, then the second war came later. And that's
the one you are referring to.
Mmm-hmm.

And we did not have to serve [inaudible]. ..
Okay, so what were your feelings? Were you in favor?

We were not in favor of it.
Not in favor.

Why? Because of the past?

We just [inaudible]. .. individuals should have served
voluntarily.
6

Right. You ....

It was not a Just war. I didn't feel [inaudible}. ..
got involved.
Got involved, right. Which I do agree with you, too.
Now, a little bit about your involvement in the war.
Could you just tell me exactly what your
responsibilities were? Some of the things you did,
uhm, if you liked it, if you didn't like it, elaborate on
that.

Yes. During World War II I received a bronze star
Wow!

.. .and /. .. rank.. ./ served as a sergeant.
Okay.

[inaudible}. . .island hopping and
Oh, okay.

engineer.

Wow.

Our duties varied from landing with the infantry
7

[inaudible}. .. seeing that they're kept supplied with vital
equipment needed to keep

We were a hard-hitting,
was awarded numerous stars

soldier outfit. And I

For ... ?

For. .. and I'm authorized to wear the stars for the
Adriatic Pacific Campaign that we served in.
Ahhh, wow!

So I uh, I could, I could tell you all the stars and
everything I was awarded.
Well, n1aybe you could tell me a couple.

Well, okay.
Okay, just let me double-check and see ....

I served in New Guinness
[inaudible] ... stars?
8

We uh, we first started Island Hopping in the Islands of
New Guinness, went to North Solomon. We served in
the Philippines, we prepared for twenty-four day trip to
[in au dib Ie]. . .Japan.
What do you remember from that?

While on the ship, heading to Japan, we were one day
prior to making the invasion on the island ofJapan.
We were notified that the Japanese leaders declared
peace.
Ohh.

So because of this, the United States dropped the
atomic bomb. It was a devastating power that
destroyed two major cities.
And what did you feel about that?

The feeling there, after being the first troops to land
on the island into Japan, we saw mass destruction of ..
I can imagine.

9

... homes, industry, for miles and miles and miles. All
flat. .. completely. I would not want to face anything
like that.
Again.
Again.
Right.

So, after that, the bomb was dropped, it was agreed
not to use the atomic bomb any more. So, that
protected the United States at that time.
Right. And then what did you do following all that?

Following, following the invasion ofJapan, we served
there for several months with the civilians in Japan to
help them. And then ...
Can you tell me a couple of things that you actually
did?

Well, we helped the people to make them understand,
that American people were there to help. And
following that, we were all discharged because we'd
10

served our time and the war was over. So they sent
most of the soldiers back home and discharged them.
And at home what was it like? Like feelings towards
the war and when you came back?

Well, you mean on ... .
Well, you can answer that first, the Japanese. Answer
that one first.

Yeah. When we invaded Japan, the Japanese people
were very friendly people.
Really?

Yes. They invited us to stay in their homes, instead of
us staying in our little pup tents that were ... that we
had to sleep in.
Did you do that?

Yes. Because of my rank of a sergeant, we were
allowed to stay with then1. If you were not a sergeant,
you have to live in your pup tent. Pup tents are pieces

11

of equipment oh, they were issued to us like
[inaudible]. ..
How like a different type? Like a [inaudible] ...

You mean ...
What they stayed in.

You opened the tents up and you slept in it. Yeah.
And you kept your rations in there. We were issued
daily rations.
Like what?

They were called sea rations.
Okay.

And that's the food we got 'ti/ we got settled. And
uh ...
What type of food did you usually get? Do you
remember?

12

Sea rations are dried food, canned food, just. .. not
perishable. And uh, food like canned
uh ... [inaudible}. .. meat and cheese and things like that,
that you can live on. And then after you established a
beach head, then they'd set up big tents and then you
have your [inaudible}. .. two days later and they'd set up
their kitchen and they'd serve you normal hot food
later.
Mmmh.

Now your experience living with Japanese

families, did you enjoy doing that?

Yes. The Japanese people were very friendly. And they
treated us normal and they fed us. While living vvith
them, I found out that every family had a historical
sword and a Japanese flag in their home .
. Really?

Yes.
Okay, can you hear me now?

Fortunately I was, upon discharge, I had brought home
two historicalJapanese swords home ... with me.

13

And you still have those? Those are the ones I've seen?

I don't own them and they're very valuable.
Wow.

Now, did you, before you went to actually

Japan, how did you feel about Japanese people? What
were your reactions prior to this? Did you have any?

Well, we prepared [inaudible]. .. feeling against them
and because of what they'd done. And uh, Pearl
Harbor. We thought they were preparing for peace.
They surprised us, killed a lot of people. So we went
into the war with only one thing in mind. To destroy
them. And uh, we were able to do that. And today,
they're our friends ...
Allies .

. . . and they're a peaceful nation today.
And you do still. ...

They support the United States and we have a lot of
them in our country. And they're part of our
environment today.
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Right. Now, hovv about your feelings toward what it
was like at home? If you wrote-, if people had written
you any letters or uh, when you talked to some of your
friends ... even when you got back, what was the
feelings or reactions towards Americans at that?
Whether it was a family member or friends, if you can
remember?

The feeling back home was the same feeling the United
States government felt, after being bombed at Pearl
Harbor. The feeling is the winds of war destroyed
[inaudible]. And we completed that mission and it was
very successful [inaudible].
And so did you feel this was a good war?

I felt that. ..
What type of war did you feel it was?

I felt, you know, that the people in charge were very
experienced people, our generals in the Pacific,
General MacArthur and uh, his staff were very
experienced. He spent many years in the Philippines
and he was accepted by everybody.
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Was he?

Yes. And uh, we ... we invaded the Philippines to get
the Japanese out. And we were successful doing that.
And we spent a period of six months rehabilitating the
country of the Philippines, especially in
[ina u dible]. .. Manila .
And now, when you were in the war, do you remember
any number of events ... or anything in particular you
remember that ... about World War II?

Yes, it was terrible. Because we lost a lot of people.
Mmm-hmm, that you wouldn't have?

Yes. We, well, we made our initial landing, so the first
[inaudible]. .. get the Japanese out of Manila in the
Philippines. We bombarded the island continuously for
two consecutive days with the planes dropping bombs
and the ship off the shore dropping big bombs on their
ship. And we uh, we practically destroyed all the
Japanese Army that was in the Philippines. When we
landed there after making landings there and being
successful at it, there were thousands and thousands
of dead bodies throughout the big city of Manila. And
16

uh, so they, in order to prevent the devastating odor
from the bodies, we, our engineers came in and used
their bulldozers and covered the bodies up with the
massive supply of dirt. ..
To bury them .

. . . so it would destroy the odor.
Oh, my gosh.

In the stadium, their beautiful stadium, they used their
stadium for [inaudible}.... And they used their guns
inside the stadium. And we bombed the stadium and
destroyed it.
Oh, really? Wow.

It took six n1onths to clean the city up.
Are you serious?

With dead bodies. And a lot of the ships were
destroyed in the harbor. But a lot of the Japanese that
was living, they would swim out to the sunken ship,
the ships that were floating, and they would live in
17

them and come in, in the evening in our barracks to
steal food so they could live.
So they were like prisoners but ....

But the Philippino 's were very mad, and when they
caught any of them, they just did what any enemy
would do to kill 'em. Most of them used a bolo knife.
And what type of knife is that?

The Philippines used these knives all the time for
cutting their sugar cane.
Oh, okay, oh my gosh.

And they would Just cut 'en1.
So now, what about any like, that was kind of like
negative memories. Do you have any positive?

Well. ... when you 're fighting a war, you don't think of
anything positive. Because you never know what's
going to happen. We lost a lot of [inaudible}. .. that
lived in the same area. We lost our... and
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[inaudible]. .. my wife's side, she lost her uncle in a war.
And it's just a bad feeling all the way around.
And how about your brother? I mean, how was he
feeling? What did he do?

Well, my oldest brother that served uh, he served in the
Air Force. But he's like the rest of us, you know. We
don 't want to go in there again. Because we had no
say about it, they just drafted you and you had to go.
And uh, so, he's not here to claim his side of it. Since
he's passed away.
Right . And so now what do you feel about issues
going on in the world today? How do you feel about
going to war?

I'm against the, having a war today. In Iran, I just feel
that the .. .I realize that the United States can go over to
destroy them. But we never know what type of
weapons they're going to use. And !know it's not
going to be the weapons we used in World War II.
What they're going to use ... chemicals and
[inaudible]. .. atmosphere, it can destroy millions of
people. So .. ..

19

Now, Sadam Hussein, do you compare him to
Mussolini or Adolph Hitler at all? Do they have any
similarities?

Well, the type of war he fights, is not out in the open.
You know? The type of people that they train is people
that co1nmit suicide in order to complete a mission.
Whereas Hitler ....

Yes. Hitler didn't choose force to complete his
mission. Or in power.
So that's fairly different leaders.

Right.
So would you like to say anything else, interesting facts
that you .... ?

I'm happy, uh ... that we completed our duties. And we
led a successful life after that. My marriage is
successful and children and very happy about it.
Okay. And so you would definitely say no to war right
now; because of the events that happened prior?
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!'tn against, anyone going through another war. I
think there can be mass destruction.
Mmm-hmm . And do you have any solutions right now
that you feel that could happen?

I feel it could be solved through negotiations, you
know... . But if he doesn't feel like he wants peace,
we 're just going to have to go in and bomb the area.
Okay. And if you had children that, would you want
them to be ... how would you feel if they were drafted or
actually vo Iu ntee red?

I would not be .. .I would not be in favor of them
serving. It hurts. Because children can be educated,
spent a lot of money on them, they can go in the
service and all of the1n can be killed. A lot of families
that have lost probably two or three of their children,
because of a war. And I just feel it's a, there was a lot
of people that were deferred, or were not entitled to be
deferred. But I feel that everybody in the United States
should be trained and be prepared in case of a war.
Everybody or people in the Air Force, Navy, Army ...?
21

I think every. ..
Individual.

... wo1nan and man should be trained for two years of
peace, to be prepared. I'm not saying it should all
serve, but at least they should be trained. To 1naintain
the reserves and Army like we do, [inaudible]. .. .
And one last thing . I remember you said something
about letters and memorabilia and stuff.

What can

you tell me about some of those? I don't know if you
talked about letters that you've written or letters
people have written to you or pictures ....

Well, we ... we, all we needed was a camera. We took a
lot of pictures of individuals we met on the island that
we were ,n.
And you did meet a lot of people?

We ,net a lot of people and we have a history of what
occurred during World War II. And uh, to come home,
you have your family together, it's the bright side of a
war.
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And you do still have some of those pictures and
letters and everything?
We have them all.
Okay. Okay, and I would just like to thank you. And
any last words?
My last word is my hope ... Cod bless, Cod protect us
that we don't have another war.

END OF INTERVIEW
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I'm done!

